
VI. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Third Commitke 2U 

1978, 1978/40 of l August l 978, 1982/3 7 of 7 May 1982 
and 1983/39 of 27 May 1983 and Council decisions 1980/ 
138 of2 May 1980 and 1981/144 of8 May 1981, 

Bearing in mind that children's rights are basic human 
rights and call for continuous improvement of the situa
tion of children all o ver the world, as well as their develop
ment and education in conditions of peace, 

Mindfu/ of the need to keep up the momentum of posi
tive action for the sake of children generated by the Inter
national Year of the Child, 

Noting the important role of the United Nations Chil
dren's Fund and the United Nations in promoting the 
well-being of children and their development, 

Aware of the importance of an intemational convention 
on the rights ofthe child for a more effective protection of 
children's rights, as well as of the widespread interest in 
the elaboration of such an international instrument dis
played by a growing number of Governments and interna
tional organizations, 

Considering that the year 1984 will mark the twenty
fifth anniversary of the Declaration of the Rights of thc 
Child, 162 

Reaffirming that mankind owes to thc child the best it 
has to give, 

Noting with appreciation that further progress was made 
in the elaboration of a draft convention on the rights of the 
child prior to 163 and during 164 the thirty-ninth session of 
the Commission on Human Rights, 

l. We/comes Economic and Social Council resolution 
1983/39, in which the Council authorized a meeting of an 
open-ended working group of the Commission on Human 
Rights for a period of one week prior to the fortieth session 
of the Commission to facilitate and speed up the comple
tion of the work on a draft convention on the rights of the 
child; 

2. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to give 
the highest priority at its fortieth session to the question of 
completing the draft convention and to make every effort 
to submit it, through the Economic and Social Council, to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session, as the 
Commission's tangible contribution to the commemora
tion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration of 
the Rights of the Child; 

3. Invites ali Member States to offer their effective con
tribution to the completion without delay of the draft con
vention on the rights of the child; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all neces
sary assistance to the working group to ensure its smooth 
and efficient work; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
thiriy-nin.th session the item entitled "Question of a con
vention on the rights of the child". 

162 Resolution 1386 (XIV). 
163 See E/CN.4/1983/62. 

100th plenary meeting 
16 December 1983 

164 See Official Record~ ofthe Econom,c and Soual Couno/, / 11//3, Su¡1¡1/c
ment No. 3 (E/1983/13 and Corr. l ). chap. Xl 

----

38/115. Arabic language services for meetings of the 
States parties to the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the 
Human Rights Committee 

Thc Cieneral Assemhlr. 
A warc of the need to achieve greater international co

operation and to promote harmonization of its activitics 
in the field of human rights, 

Bearing in mind its resolutions 3190 (XXVIII) of 18 
December 1973, 34/226 of 20 December 1979 and 35/219 
of 17 December 1980 relating to the introduction of 
Arabic as an official and working language of the General 
Asscmbly and its Main Committees, 

Authorizcs the provision of Arabic language services 
required for meetings of the States parties to the Intcrna
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 165 as wcll as 
of the Human Rights Committee, and requests the Sccre
tary-Ge11eral to takc appropriate measures to that e11d. 

100th plenary meeting 
16 Dccemher 1983 

38/116. International Covenants on Human Rights 

Thc General Assemhl_r. 
Rccalling its resolutions 33/51 of 14 Decembcr 1978, 

34145 of 23 November 1979, 351132 of 11 Dcccmher 
1980, 36/58 of 25 November 1981 and 37/191 of 18 
December 1982, 

Taking note ofthe report ofthe Secretary-General IM, 011 
the status of the Intemational Covenant on Eronomic. 
Social and Cultural Rights, 165 the International Covcnant 
011 Civil and Political Rights 165 and the Optional Protocol 
to the lnternational Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. 165 

Noting with appreciatwn that, following its appcal, more 
Member States have acceded to the Intemational Covi:-
nants on Human Rights, 165 

Recognizing the important role of the Human Rights 
Committee in the implementation of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional 
Protocol thereto, 

Taking into account the useful work of the Sc~sional 
Working Group of Governmental Experts on the lmple
mentation of the lnternational Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, 

Bearing in mind the important responsibilities of thc 
Economic and Social Council in relation to the Intcrna
tional Covenants on Human Rights, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council decision 
1983/184 of29 July 1983, in which the Counr.il invitcd 
the General Assembly to consider at its thirty-eighth ses
sion the possibilíty of scheduling the meetings of the 
Human Rights Committee so that the Committee's report 
could be submitted to the Assembly through the Council 
at its first regular session, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of thc 
Human Rights Committee on its seventeenth, eighteenth 
and nineteenth sessions, 167 and expresses its satisfaction 
at the serious and constructive manner in which the Com
mittee is continuing to perform its functions; 

2. l-é'xpresses its appreciation to those States parties to 
the lnternational Covenant on Civil and Política! Rights 

lt.5 Resolution 2200 A (XXII annex. 
166 A/38/392. 
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