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Noting that the methods for collecting, analysing, in-
terpreting and evaluating information and data used in
studying the social situation in the world should be fur-
ther improved,

Bearing in mind the need for a methodology which
would be based mainly on quantitative and qualitative
indicators of the world social situation,

Requests the Secretary-General to undertake, in close
co-operation with the executive heads of the relevant
organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system, appropriate measures for the improvement of the
methodology for the preparation of the report on the
world social situation and the report on the implementa-
tion of the Declaration on Social Progress and Develop-
ment and to report thereon, through the Economic and
Social Council, to the General Assembly at its thirty-
fifth session.
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34/153. Question of the elderly and the aged

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 32/131 of 16 December
1977 on the question of the elderly and the aged,

Recalling its resolution 33/52 of 14 December 1978,
in which it decided to convene a World Assembly on the
Elderly in 1982,

Taking note with appreciation of the progress report
of the Secretary-General on the question of the elderly
and the aged,®®

Recognizing the increase in the number and propor-
tion of the older section of the population in a growing
number of countries and the serious economic and so-
cial implications of this phenomenon for societies in
general and for the aging in particular,

1. Recommends to the Governments concerned that,
in the formulation of their national policies and pro-
grammes, they should consider developing, as required
and in accordance with their national priorities, policies
and programmes for the aging, as well as measures
aimed at ensuring their full participation in the World
Assembly on the Elderly in 1982;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue and
strengthen, within the limits of existing resources, ac-
tivities in this field in co-operation with the agencies con-
cerned, and in particular:

(@) To consider measures for strengthening the activ-
ities of the regional bodies concerned designed to in-
crease awareness of and collect basic data on the situation
of the aging which could serve as a basis of infor-
mation for regional preparatory meetings leading to the
World Assembly on the Elderly in 1982;

() To assist Governments, at their request and in
accordance with their national priorities, in the planning
and implementation of policies and programmes for the
elderly and in the preparatory work leading to their
active participation in the World Assembly on the
Blderly;

(¢) To collect basic data at the national and regional
levels on the number and proportion of the aging and the
consequent implications of this phenomenon for na-
tional planning;
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3. Requests the competent and concerned special-
ized agencies to continue to give attention to the major
issues related to the aging and to co-ordinate their work
with the United Nations, particularly in view of the need
for well co-ordinated activities prior to, during and after
the World Assembly on the Elderly;

4. Requests the concerned intergovernmental or-
ganizations and non-governmental organizations in con-
sultative status with the Economic and Social Council to
join with the United Nations, in a well co-ordinated set
of activities, to assist Governments, if they so wish, es-
pecially those of the developing countries, in formulating
and implementing policies and programmes for the aging
and in their preparatory activities for the World Assem-
bly on the Elderly;

5. Requests United Nations funding agencies to con-
tinue and strengthen their support of activities in the
field of the aging;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
Economic and Social Council in 1981, through the Com-
mission for Social Development, a progress report on
the action taken on the present resolution and to report
to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its thirty-sixth session the item entitled “Question of the
elderly and the aged”.
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34/154. International Year of Disabled Persons

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976,
by which it proclaimed the year 1981 International Year
of Disabled Persons,

Recalling also its resolutions 32/133 of 16 December
1977, by which it established the Advisory Committee
for the International Year of Disabled Persons, and
33/170 of 20 December 1978,

Recognizing that the International Year of Disabled
Persons should promote the realization of the right of
disabled persons to participate fully in the social life and
development of the societies in which they live and their
enjoyment of living conditions equal to those of other
citizens, as well as an equal share in the improvements
in living conditions resulting from social and economic
development,

Recognizing also that the International Year of Dis-
abled Persons should enhance the contributions disabled
persons can make as full members of society,

Acknowledging that disability should be viewed as a
relationship between an individual and his or her en-
vironment,

Convinced that the International Year of Disabled
Persons should result in societies responding more fully
to the special difficulties which disabled persons may en-
counter in developing their human potential,

Convinced also that, since a large number of disabled
persons are victims of war and other forms of violence,
the International Year of Disabled Persons could be ap-
propriately used as an occasion to emphasize the need
for continued and reinforced co-operation among na-
tions for world peace,

Stressing the importance of following up the activities
of the International Year of Disabled Persons with a
long-term programme of action,



