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34/131. Assistance to Sao Tome and Principe

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 31,/187 of 21 December 1976,
in which, infer alia, it expressed, deep concern at the
serious economic and social situation in Sao Tome and
Principe as a result of the total lack of infrastructure for
development and appealed urgently to the international
community to assist the Government of Sao Tome and
Principe to enable it to establish thc necessary social
and economic infrastructure for development,

Recalling also its resolutions 32/96 of 13 December
1977 and 33/125 of 19 December 1978, in which it
reiterated its appeal to the international community to
provide financial, material and tcchnical assistance to
Sao Tome and Principe,

Recalling further that in its resolution 33/125 it
noted the recommendation of the Committec for Devel-
opment Planning, at its fourtcenth scssion, that Sao
Tome and Principe should be assisted during the re-
mainder of the current decade and that the special diffi-
culties and upheavals experienced by Sao Tome and
Principe required special measures,'’”

Bearing in mind its resolutions 31/156 of 21 De-
cember 1976, in which it urged all Governments, in
particular those of the developed countries, to lend their
support, in the context of their assistance programmes,
for the implementation of the specific action envisaged
in favour of developing island countries, and 32/185 of
19 December 1977, in which it urged all organizations
in the United Nations system to implement, within their
respective spheres of competence, appropriate specific
action in favour of developing island countries,

Aware that the economic and social development of
Sao Tome and Principe has been seriously hindered not
only by inadequate health, educational and housing
facilities but also by inadequate transport infrastructure,
and that urgent improvement in these sectors is a pre-
requisite for the country’s future progress,

Taking note of the current development priorities of
the Government of Sao Tome and Principe, notably in
agriculture and livestock, in fisheries, manufacture, min-
ing, transport and other infrastructure, and in education,
training, health and housing,

Recalling its resolutions 32/160 of 19 December
1977 and 33/197 of 29 January 1979 on the Transport
and Communications Decade in Africa,

Noting, in this connexion, that substantial interna-
tional assistance is needed to improve the infrastructure
n sea, air and land transport in Sao Tome and Principe,

Noting also the request of the Government of Sao
Tome and Principe that a representative of the United
Nations Development Programme should be assigned
to the country on a full-time basis in order to administer
more cffectively the United Nations assistance pro-
gramme as well as to assist in the co-ordination of other
development programmes and projects,

Having cxamined the report of the Secretary-General
of 6 August 1979, to which was anncxed the report
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of the mission which he sent to Sao Tome and Principe
early in the year in response to General Assembly res-
olution 33/125,

Recognizing the fragility of the economy associated
with its heavy reliance on a single-crop export and the
sharp fall in the volumc of cocoa exports which re-
sulted from prolonged drought in 1978,

Noting with concern that the reduction in the volume
of exports combined with the impact of higher import
prices is expected to result in a substantial trade deficit
in 1979, and that financing has not been found for the
1978 investment programme,

Noting with concern that the majority of the projects
and programmes identified in the report of the Secre-
tary-General are not as yet financed,

Also concerned by the conclusion of the mission sent
to the country that, unless there is a significant increase
in the volume of international assistance, the Govern-
ment will not be able to finance a development pro-
gramme,

Further concerned that food production in the is-
lands has been seriously reduced as a resuit of the recent
drought and outbreak of African swine pest, and that, in
consequence, -additional quantities of food will nced to
be imported in 1979 and early in 1980,

l. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-
General for the steps he has taken to mobilize assistance
for Sao Tome and Principe;

2.  Endorses fullv the assessment and recommenda-
tions contained in the annex to the report of the Secre-
tary-General ;'™

3.  Expresses its appreciation to Member States and
international organizations for the assistance provided
to Sao Tome and Principe, both in food aid and develop-
ment assistance;

4. Reiterates its appeal to Member States, regional
and interregional organizations and other intergovern-
mental bodies to provide financial, material and techni-
cal assistance to Sao Tome and Principe to permit the
implementation of the projects and programmes identi-
fied in the report of the Secretary-General and to enable
the Government to launch an effective programme of
economic and social development;

5. Requests Member States and the organizations
and programmes of the United Nations system to ac-
cord Sao Tome and Principe special measures for the
rest of the Second United Nations Development Dec-
ade, pending the examination of its situation by the
Committee for Development Planning;

6. Invites the Economic and Social Council to re-
quest the Committee for Development Planning to ex-
amine the situation of Sao Tome and Principe as a
priority matter and, in the light of up-to-date statistical
data, to give consideration to the inclusion of Sao Tome
and Principe in the new list of the least developed coun-
trics to be drawn up in the context of the third United
Nations development decade;

7. Urgently appeals to the international commu-
nity to respond to Sao Tome and Principe’s need for im-
mediate food assistance;

8. Urges the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme and other appropriate United Nations organi-
zations and specialized agencies to respond favourably
to requests from the Government of Sao Tome and
Principe for technical assistance to help in formulating
development projects and to assist in the implementa-
tion of its development programme;
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9. Invites the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the World
Food Programme, the World Health Organization, the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, the World Bank and the International Fund
for Agricultural Development to bring to the attention
of their governing bodies, for their consideration, the
special needs of Sao Tome and Principe and to report
the decisions of those bodies to the Secretary-General
by 15 August 1980;

10. Requests the appropriate specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system
to report periodically to the Secretary-General on the
steps they have taken and the resources they have made
available to assist Sao Tome and Principe; .

11. Draws the attention of the international com-
munity to the special account which was established by
the Secretary-General, in accordance with General As-
sembly resolution 32/96, for the purpose of facilitating
the channelling of contributions to Sao Tome and
Principe;

12. Requests the Administrator of the United Na-
tions Development Programme to consider, as a matter
of priority, the assigning to Sao Tome and Principe of a
full-time representative of the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme;

13. Regquests the Secretary-General:

(@) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary
resources for an effective programme of financial, tech-
nical and material assistance to Sao Tome and Principe;

(6) To pursue with the Government of Sao Tome
and Principe the question of organizing a meeting of
donors and, in this respect, to co-ordinate efforts with
the United Nations Development Programme, the Eco-
nomic Commission for Africa and the World Bank;

(c) To ensure that adequate financial and budgetary
arrangements are made to continue the organization of
the international programme of assistance to Sao Tome
and Principe and the mobilization of assistance;

(@) To keep the situation in Sao Tome and Principe
under constant review, to maintain close contact with
Member States, regional and other intergovernmental
organizations, the specialized agencies and international
financial institutions concerned and to apprise the Eco-
nomic and Social Council, at its second regular session
of 1980, of the current status of the special economic
assistance programme for Sao Tome and Principe;

(e) To arrange for a review of the economic situa-
tion of Sao Tome and Principe and the progress made
in organizing and implementing the special economic
assistance programme for that country in time for the
matter to be considered by the General Assembly at its
thirty-fifth session.

104th plenary meeting
14 December 1979

34/132. Assistance to Tonga

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 3421 (XXX) of 8 December
1975 concerning the implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples, in which it urged the specialized agencies
and other organizations within the United Nations sys-
tem to extend assistance to the newly independent and
emerging States,

Recalling also its resolutions 31/156 of 21 December
1976, in which it urged all Governments, in particular
those of the developed countries, to lend their support,
in the context of their assistance programmes, for the
implementation of the specific action envisaged in favour
of developing island countries, and 32/185 of 19 De-
cember 1977, in which it urged all organizations in the
United Nations system to implement, within their respec-
tive spheres of competence, appropriate specific action
in favour of developing island countries,

Recalling further its resolution 32/94 of 13 Decem-
ber 1977 on assistance to Tonga,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution
1978/58 of 3 August 1978,

Recalling further resolutions 111 (V) on specific
action related to the particular needs and problems of
island developing countries and 117 (V) on the eco-
nomic situation of Tonga, adopted by the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development at its fifth ses-
sion, held at Manila from 7 May to 3 June 1979,

Taking into account the fact that the Committee for
Development Planning has recommended that the
present list of the least developed countries should stand
until the end of the Second United Nations Development
Decade and that the international development strategy
for the third United Nations development decade has
not yet been agreed upon,

Taking note of the recommendation of the Committee
for Development Planning at its fourteenth session, in
response to the application of Tonga for inclusion in the
list of the least developed countries, that Tonga should
be assisted during the remainder of the current decade
and that the special difficulties and upheavals experi-
enced by Tonga required special measures,°3

Concerned at the continued structural imbalances in
the economy of the country, particularly its overwhelm-
ing dependence on imports,

Taking into account the disadvantageous demographic
and geographical features of Tonga—the small area and
population and the physical remoteness of the country—
which pose special development problems,

Noting that, without good transport and communica-
tion links, any development will be difficult,

1. Draws the attention of the international commu-
nity to the special problems confronting Tonga as a de-
veloping island country with a small population;

2. Calls upon Member States, in the light of the
recommendation of the Committee for Development
Planning and in accordance with the resolutions of the
Economic and Social Council and the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development noted above, to
consider granting to Tonga for the remainder of the
Second United Nations Development Decade the special
assistance and benefits accorded to least developed
countries and to give special consideration to the early
inclusion of Tonga in their programmes of development
assistance;

3. [Invites the Economic and Social Council to re-
quest the Committee for Development Planning to con-
sider, in the light of up-to-date data, including Tonga
in the new list of the least developed countries which is
to be drawn up in the context of the third United Na-
tions development decade;
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