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1. Calls upon a11 States, taking into account the 
provisions of the relevant instruments adopted by the 
International Labour Organisation and of the Interna
tional Convention on the Elimination of All Forros of 
Racial Discrimination, to take measures to prevent 
and put an end to all discrimination against migrant 
workers and to ensure the implementation of such 
measures; 

2. Invites all Sta tes: 
(a) To extend to migrant workers having regular 

status in their territories treatment equal to that en
joyed by their own nationals with regard to the enjoy
ment of fundamental human rights, with particular 
reference to equality of opportunity and of treatment 
in respect of employment and occupation, social se
curity, trade union and cultural rights and individual 
and collective freedoms; 

( b) To promote and facilita te by all means in their 
power the implementation of the relevant international 
instruments and the adoption of bilateral agreements 
designed, inter afia, to eliminate the illicit traffic in alien 
workers; 

(e) To take ali necessary and appropriate measures 
to ensure that the fundamental human rights and ac
quired social rights of all migrant workers, irrespective 
of their immigration status, are fully respected under 
their national legislation; 

3. Invites Governments of host countries to make 
arrangements for adequate information and reception 
facilities and to put into effect policies relating to train
ing, health, social services, housing and educational and 
cultural development for migrant workers and their 
families, and to guarantee the free exercise by them of 
activities calculated to preserve their cultural values; 

4. Further invites Governments of countries of 
origin to give the widest possible dissemination to in
formation designed to provide migrant workers with 
the fullest possible knowledge of their rights and obliga
tions and to ensure their effective protection; 

5. Invites all States to intensify efforts to enlighten 
public opinion in host countries on the importance of 
the contribution made by migrant workers to economic 
and social development and to raising the leve! of living 
in such countries; 

6. Calls upon host countries and countries of origin 
which consider it useful to do so to co-operate with a 
vi'ew to facilitating the reintegration of migrant workers 
into their countries of origin, regard being had to socio
economic conditions in the latter countries; 

7. Invites the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Cultural Organization and the International 
Labour Organisation to ensure jointly, by appropriate 
means, very wide dissemination of information cal
culated to eliminate the stereotypes and prejudices which 
led to the de facto discrimination suffered by mi grant 
workers; 

8. Invites Governments of host countries to give 
consideration to adopting definitive measures to pro
mote in their territories the normalization of the family 
life of migrant workers through family reunion; 

9. Calls upon all States to give consideration to 
ratifying the Migrant Workers (Supplementary Pro
visions) Convention, 1975, adopted by the General 
Conference of the International Labour Organisation; 

10. Calls upon the United Nations organs and com
petent specialized agencies, including the International 
Labour Organisation, to continue devoting their atten
tion to this question; 

11. Recommends that the Commission on Human 
Rights and the Economic and Social Council should 
consider this question fully and in depth at their rrext 
sessions, in collaboration with the International Labour 
Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization and other interested agencies 
of the United Nations system, on the basis of the instru
ments adopted and the documents and studies prepared 
by the United Nations and the specialized agencies, 
including the study on the exploitation of labour through 
illicit and clandestine trafficking~2 and the report of the 
Seminar on the Human Rights of Migrant Workers, 
held at Tunis from 12 to 24 November 1975.53 
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32/121. Protection of the human rights of cer
tain categories of prisoners 

The General Assembly, 

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights,M in particular its articles 5, 
10 and 19, 

Recalling article 19 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights,65 which guarantees to 
everyone the right to hold opinions and to freedom of 
expression, subject only to such restrictions as are pro
vided by Iaw and are necessary for the respect of the 
rights or reputation of others or for the protection of 
national security or of public order, or of public health 
or morals, 

Recalling a/so the prohibition against torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment which is laid down in article 7 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Política! Rights, 

Noting, in this connexion, further efforts to eliminate 
torture which have been made in the United Nations 
and which have been reflected in the Declaration on 
the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat
ment or Punishment, adopted by the General Assembly 
in its resolution 3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975, 

Further recalling article 14 of the Internation:d 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which provides 
that all pe:sons, in the determination of any criminal 
charge agamst them, are entitled to a fair hearing by a 
competent, independent and impartial tribunal estab
lished by law, 

Recognizing the importance of ful[ respect for the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons 
detained or imprisoned as a result of their struggle 
against colonialism, aggression and foreign occupation 
and for self-determination, independence, the elimina
tion of apartheid and all forms of racial discrimination 
and racism, and the termination of all these violations 
of human rights, 
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A ware of the fact that in man y parts of the world 
numerous persons are detained in respect of. offences 
which they committed, or are ~~specte~ ?f havmg CO?J
mitted, by reason of their poht1cal opm10ns or conv1c
tions, 

Noting that these persons are often exposed to sp~cial 
dangers as regards the protection of their human nghts 
and fundamental freedoms, 

Realizing, therefore, that special attentio~ should 
be given to the full respect of the human nghts and 
fundamental freedoms of these persons, 

l. Requests Member States: 
(a) To take effective measures to safeguard the 

human rights and fundamental freedoms of the above
mentioned persons; 

( b) To ensure, in particular, that s1;1ch persons are 
not subjected to torture or other cruel, mhuman or de
grading treatment or punishment; 

(e) Also to ensure that such p~rsons, in the ~eter
mination of any criminal charge agamst them, :ecelVf: a 
fair hearing by a competent, independent and 1mpartial 
tribunal established by law; 

2. Calls upon Member States to examine periodi
cally the possibility of releasing such persons as an act 
of clemency or by way of conditional release or other
wise. 

32/122. 
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Protection of persons detained or im
prisoned as a result of their struggle 
against apartheid, racism and racial dis
crimination, colonialism, aggression and 
foreign occupation and for self-determi
nation, independence and social pro
gress for their people 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3246 (XXIX) of 29 No
vember 1974, 3382 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, 
31/34 of 30 November 1976 and 32/14 of 7 Novem
ber 1977, in which it reaffirmed the legitimacy of the 
struggle of peoples for liberation from colonial and 
foreign domination by all available means, including 
armed struggle, and demanded full respect for the basic 
human rights of all individuals detained or imprisoned 
as a result of their struggle for self-determination and 
independence, and their immediate release, 

Noting with appreciation the progress achieved in 
the elimination of colonialism and the realization of 
the right of peoples to self-determination, 

Expressing its serious concern regarding the con
tinuing denial of the right to self-determination of the 
peoples of Namibia, Zimbabwe and Palestine and other 
peoples fighting for the realization of their right to self
determination and their liberation from colonialism and 
racism, 

Recalling that the Security Council, in its reso1u
tion 392 (1976) of 19 June 1976, once again strongly 
condemned the policy of apartheid as a crime against 
the conscience and dignity of mankind and a serious 
breach of international peace and security and em
phasized the legitimacy of the struggle of the people 

of South Africa for the elimination of apartheid and 
racial discrimination, 

Emphasizing the necessity of respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction 
as to race, sex, language ar religion, 

Recalling its resolution 3103 (XXVIII) of 12 D~
cember 1973, in which it solemnly proclaimed the b~s1c 
principles of the legal status of the combatants strugghng 
against colonial and alien domination and racist ré
gimes, 

1. Expresses its solidarity with the fighters for na
tional independence and social progress of their people, 
against colonialism, apartheid, racism and foreign oc
cupation; 

2. Emphasizes again that any attempts to suppress 
the struggle against colonial domination and racist ré
gimes are incompatible with the Charter of the United 
Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights; 

3. Demands the release of all individuals detained 
or imprisoned as a result of their struggle against apart
heid, racism and racial discrimination, colonialism, 
aggression and foreign occupation and for self-dete~
mination, independence and social progress for their 
people; 

4. ln.sists that Israel and the racist minority régimes 
in southern Africa should immediately and uncondi
tionally release all individuals detained or imprisoned 
because of their struggle for self-determination and 
national independence and against apartheid, all forms 
of racism and racial discrimination, colonialism and 
foreign occupation; 

5. Calls upan Member Sta tes to provide support 
and assistance in all fields to the peoples fighting for 
their liberation from colonialism, foreign occupation, 
racism and racial discrimination; 

6. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
continue to give particular attention to the question of 
the release of individuals detained or imprisoncd as 
a result of their participation in the struggle against 
apartheid, racism and racial discrimination, colonialism, 
aggression and foreign occupation and for self-deter
mination, independence and social progress for their 
people; 

7. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
submit, through the Economic and Social Council, a 
report on the implementation of the present resolution 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session. 
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32/123. Ohservance of the thirtieth anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that the year 1978 will mark the thirtieth 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights,56 which, conceived "as a common standard of 
achievement for all peoples and all nations", has been 
and rightly continues to be a fundamental source of 
inspiration for national and international efforts for the 

;;i; Rcsolution 217 A (Ill). 


