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3067 (XXVIII). Reservation exclusively for peace
ful purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean 
floor, and the subsoil thereof, underlying 
the high seas beyond the limits of present 
national jurisdiction and use of their re
sources in the interests of mankind, and con
vening of the Third United Nations Con• 
ference on the Law of the Sea1 

2881 (XXVI) of 21 December 1971 and 3029 
(XXVII) of 18 December 1972, 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 2467 (XXIII) of 21 De

cember 1968, 2750 (XXV) of 17 December 1970, 

1 See also "Other decisions", p. 24. 

Having considered ,the report of the Committee on 
the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction on the work 
of its sessions in 1973,2 

Recalling in particular paragraph 2 of resolution 
2750 C (XXV), 

Considering that the Committee has accomplished, 
as far as possible, within the limits of its mandate, the 

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth 
Session, Supplement No. 21 (A/9021 and Corr.I and 3). 
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work which the Genera1 Assembly entrusted to it for 
the preparation of the Third United Nations Conference 
on the Law of the Sea, and that it is necessary to pro
ceed ,to the immediate inauguration of ,the Conference 
in 1973 and the convening of a substantive session in 
1974, in order to carry out the negotiations and other 
work required to complete the drafting and adoption 
of articles for a comprehensive convention on ·the Jaw 
of the sea, 

Recalling further its resolutions 2480 (XXIII) of 
21 December 1968, 2539 (XXIV) of 11 Deoember 
1969, 2736 (XXV) of 17 December 1970 and 3009 
(XXVII) of 18 December 1972 concerning the com
position of the Secretariat, as well as the general dispo
sitions on the same matter recommended by the Fifth 
Committee and adopted by the General Assembly at 
its twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sessions, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee on 
the Peaoeful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction on the work 
it has done in preparing for the Thirc~ United Nations 
Conference on •the Law of the Soo; 

2. Confirms its decision in paragraph 3 of resolution 
3029 A (XXVII) and decides ,to convene the first ses
sion of the Third United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea in New York from 3 to 14 December 
1973 inclusive for the purpose of dealing with matters 
relating to the organization of the Conference, includ
ing the eleotion of officexs, the adoption of the agenda 
and the rules of procedure of the Conference, the estab
lishment of subsidiary organs and the allocation of 
work to these organs and any other purpose within the 
scope of paragraph 3 below; 

3. Decides that the mandate of the Conference 
shall be to adopt a convention dealing with a11 matters 
relating to •the law of the sea, taking into account the 
subject-matter listed in paragraph 2 of General Assem
bly resolution 2750 C (XXV) and the list of subjects 
and issues relating ,to the law of the sea formally ap
proved on 18 August 1972 by the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor 
beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction:3 and bear
ing in mind that the problems of ocean space are 
closely interrelaited and need to be considered as a 
whole; 

4. Decides to convene the second session of the 
Conforence, for the puirpose of dealing with ti.1e sub
stantive work of the Conference, for a period of ten 
weeks from 20 June to 29 August 1974 at Caracas 
and, if necessary, to convene not la,ter than 1975 any 
subsequent session or sessions as may be decided upon 
by the Conference and approved by the Genernl Assem
bly, bearing in mind that the Government of Austria 
has offered Vienna as the site for the Conference in 
1975; 

5. Invites the Conference to make such arrange
ments as it may deem necessary to facilitate its work; 

6. Refers to the Conference the reports of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and 
the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Juris
diction on its work and all other relevant documenta
tion of the General Assembly ,and the Committee; 

7. Decides, having regard to the desirnbility of 
achieving universality of participation in the Confer-

3 /bid., Twenty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 21 (A/8721 
and Corr.I), para. 23. 

ence, to request the Secretary-General to invite, in full 
compliance with General Assembly resolution 2758 
( XXVI) of 25 October 1971, States Members of the 
United Nations or members of specialized agencies or 
the International Atomic Energy Agency and States 
pairties ,to the Statute of the International Court of 
Justice as well as the following States to participate 
in the Conference: Republic of Guinea-Bissau and 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General: 
(a) To invite to the Conference intergovernmental 

and non-governmental organizations in accordance with 
paragraphs 8 and 9 of resolution 3029 A (XXVII); 

(b) To invite the United Nations Council for 
Namibia to participate in the Conference; 

(c) To provide summary records in accOTdance with 
paragraph 10 of resolution 3029 A (XXVII); 

9. Decides ,that the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations shall be the Secretary-General of the Confer
ence and authorizes him to appoint a special repre
sentative to act on his behalf and to make such arrange
ments-including recruitment of necessary staff, taking 
into accrmnt the principle of equitable geographical 
representation-and to provide such facilities as may 
be ncoessary for the efficient and continuous servicing 
of the Conference, utilizing to the fullest extent possible 
the resources at his disposal; 

10. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare ap
propriate draft rules of procedure for the Conference, 
taking into account the views expressed in the Com
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the 
Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdic
tion and in the General Assembly, ,and to circulate the 
draft rules of procedure in time for consideration and 
approval at the organizational session of the Con
ference; 

11. Invites States participating in the Conference 
to submit their proposals, including draft articles, on 
the substantive subject-matter of the Conference to the 
Secretary-General by 1 February 1974 and requests 
the Secretary-General to circulate ,the replies received 
by him before the second session with a view to expe
diting the work of the Conference; 

12. Decides that the provisions of paragraph 11 
above shall not preclude any State participating in the 
Conference from submitting proposals, including draft 
articles, at any stage of the Conference, in accordance 
with the procedure adopted by the Conference, pro
vided that States which have already submitted any 
proposals and draft articles need not resubmit them; 

13. Dissolves the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 
of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits 
of National Jurisdiction as from the inauguration of the 
Conference. 

2169th plenary meeting 
16 November 1973 

3075 (XXVIII). Economic and social consequences 
of the armaments race and its extremely 
harmful effects on world peace and security 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the item entitled "Economic and 

social consequences of the armaments race and its ex
t,remely harmful effects on world peace and security", 


