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2829 (XXVI). Establishment, within the frame
work of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, of an international service for nu
clear explosions for peaceful purposes under 
appropriate international control 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 2665 (XXV) of 7 Decem

ber 1970, 
Having considered the report of the International 

Atomic Energy Agency on the establishment, within 
its framework, of an international service for nuclear 
~xplosi~ns for peaceful purposes under appropriate 
mternat1onal control, 21 

Noting with satisfaction that the International Atomic 
Energy Agency has demonstrated its efficiency with 
regard to promoting co-operation in the peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy, 

Noting further that the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, in accordance with its statute, is an appropriate 
organ to exercise the functions of an international 
se~ice !or nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes, 
takmg mto account the relevant provisions of the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 

1. Com"!efZfls t~e International Atomic Energy 
Agency for its mtensive work on problems in connexion 
with nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes; 

2. Requests the International Atomic Energy 
Agency to continue its activities in this field and to 
study ways_ and m~ans of establishing, within its frame
work, an international service for nuclear explosions 
for peaceful purposes under appropriate international 
control; 

3. Invites the Director-General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency to submit, in his annual report 
to the General Assembly, information on further devel
opments and on the progress made in this regard. 

2022nd plenary meeting, 
16 December 1971. 

2830 (XXVI). Status of the implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 2666 (XXV) 
concerning the signature and ratification of 
Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin 
America (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 1911 (XVIII) of 27 No

vember 1963, 2286 (XXII) of 5 December 1967, 
2456 B (XXIII) of 20 December 1968 and 2666 
(XXV) of 7 December 1970, 

Recalling in particular that in its resolution 2286 
(XXII) it declared that the Treaty for the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of 
patelolco ) 22 constituted an event of historic significance 
m the efforts to prevent the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and to promote international peace and secu
rity and that in its resolution 2666 (XXV) it repeated 
the appeals which on two previous occasions it had 
addressed to the nuclear-weapon States to sign and 

21 See International Atomic Energy Agency, Annual Report 
1 July 1970-30 June 1971 (Vienna, July 1971), paras. 94 and 
9S; transmitted to the members of the General Assembly by 
a note of the Secretary-General (A/8384). 

22 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 634 (1968), No. 9068. 

ratify Additional Protocol II of the Treaty as soon as 
possible and urged them to avoid further delay in the 
fulfilment of such appeals, 

1. Reaffirms its conviction that, for the maximum 
effectiveness of any treaty establishing a nuclear
weapon-free zone, the co-operation of the nuclear
weapon States is necessary and that such co-operation 
should take the form of commitments likewise under
taken in a formal international instrument which is 
legally binding, such as a treaty, convention or pro
tocol; 

2. Notes with satisfaction that the United States 
of America deposited its instrument of ratification of 
Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the Prohibi
tion of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America on 12 May 
1971, thus becoming a State party to the Protocol, as 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland has been since 11 December 1969; 

3. Deplores the fact that the other nuclear-weapon 
States have not yet heeded the urgent appeals which 
the General Assembly has made in three different reso
lutions and urges them once again to sign and ratify 
without further delay Additional Protocol II of the 
Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 
Latin America; 
. 4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its tw~ty-seventh session an item entitled "Imple
mentation of General Assembly resolution 2830 
(XXVI) concerning the signature and ratification of 
Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of 
Tlatelolco) "; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the 
present resolution to the nuclear-weapon States and to 
mfo:111 the General Assembly at its twenty-seventh 
~ess1on of '.1IlY measure adopted by them in order to 
implement it. 

2022nd plenary meeting, 
16 December 1971. 

2831 (XXVI). Economic and social consequences 
of the armaments race and its extremely 
harmful effects on world peace and security 

The General Assembly, 
Concerned about the ever spiralling arms race and 

military expenditures, which constitute a heavy burden 
for all peoples and have extremely harmful effects on 
world peace and security, 

Deeply convinced that the common aspirations of 
mankind for peace, security and progress require the 
urgent cessation of the arms race, particularly of the 
n~clear arms race, and the r~uction of military expen
ditures, as well as the adoption of effective measures 
leading towards general and complete disarmament, 

Considering that a halt in the arms race and a sig
nificant reduction of military expenditures would pro
mote the economic and social development of all coun
trie~ _and would increase the possibilities of providing 
additional resources to developing countries, 

Recalling its resolution 2667 (XXV) of 7 December 
1970, in w!tich it req1:1ested the Secretary-General to 
prepare, with the assistance of qualified consultant 
experts appointed by him, a report on the economic 
and social consequences of the arms race and of mili
tary expenditures, 
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1. Welcomes with satisfaction the report of the 
Secretary-General on the economic and social con
sequences of the arms race and of military expendi
tures23 and expresses the hope that it will help to focus 
future disarmament negotiations on nuclear disarma
ment and on the goal of general and complete dis
armament under effective international control; 

2. Extends its thanks to the Secretary-General and 
to the consultant experts as well as to the Governments 
and international organizations that have rendered 
assistance in the preparation of the report; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange for 
the reproduction of the report as a United Nations 
publication and to give it the widest possible publicity 
in as many languages as is considered desirable and 
practicable; 

4. Recommends to all Governments the widest pos
sible distribution of the report so as to acquaint public 
opinion in their countries with its contents, and invites 
the specialized agencies as well as intergovernmental, 
national and non-governmental organizations to use 
their facilities to make the report widely known; 

5. Recommends that the conclusions of the report 
of the Secretary-General on the economic and social 
consequences of the arms race and of military expendi
tures should be taken into account in future disarma
ment negotiations; 

6. Calls upon all States to intensify their efforts 
during the Disarmament Decade with a view to promot
ing negotiations on effective measures for the cessation 
of the nuclear arms race at the earliest possible date 
and for nuclear disarmament, as well as on a treaty on 
general and complete disarmament under strict and 
effective international control; 

7. Decides to keep the item entitled "Economic 
and social consequences of the armaments race and its 
extremely harmful effects on world peace and secu
rity" under constant review and to place it on the 
provisional agenda of its twenty-eighth session. 

2022nd plenary meeting, 
16 December 1971. 

2832 (XXVI). Declaration of the Indian Ocean as 
a zone of peace 

The General Assembly, 
Conscious of the determination of the peoples of 

the littoral and hinterland States of the Indian Ocean 
to preserve their independence, sovereignty and terri
torial integrity, and to resolve their political, economic 
and social problems under conditions of peace and 
tranquillity, 

Recalling the Declaration of the Third Conference 
of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned 
Countries, held at Lusaka from 8 to 10 September 
1970, calling upon all States to consider and respect 
the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace from which great 
Power rivalries and competition as well as bases con
ceived in the context of such rivalries and competition 
should be excluded, and declaring that the area should 
also be free of nuclear weapons, 

Convinced of the desirability of ensuring the main
tenance of such conditions in the Indian Ocean area 
by means other than military alliances, as such alliances 

28 A/8469 and Add.1. 

entail financial and other obligations that call for the 
diversion of the limited resources of the States of the 
area from the more compelling and productive task 
of economic and social reconstruction and could further 
involve them in the rivalries of power blocs in a man
ner prejudicial to their independence and freedom of 
action, thereby increasing international tensions, 

Concerned at recent developments that portend the 
extension of the arms race into the Indian Ocean area, 
thereby posing a serious threat to the maintenance of 
such conditions in the area, 

Convinced that the establishment of a zone of peace 
in the Indian Ocean would contribute towards arresting 
such developments, relaxing international tensions and 
strengthening international peace and security, 

Convinced further that the establishment of a zone 
of peace in an extensive geographical area in one region 
could have a beneficial influence on the establishment 
of permanent universal peace based on equal rights 
and justice for all, in accordance with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

1. Solemnly declares that the Indian Ocean, within 
limits to be determined, together with the air space 
above and the ocean floor subjacent thereto is hereby 
designated for all time as a zone of peace; ' 

2. Calls upon the great Powers, in conformity with 
this Declaration, to enter into immediate consultations 
with the littoral States of the Indian Ocean with a 
view to: 

~a) ~alting the furt~er escalation and expansion of 
the1r m1htary presence m the Indian Ocean; 

( b) Eliminating from the Indian Ocean all bases 
~ilitary_ installations and logistical supply facilities, th~ 
d1spos1t1_on of nuclear weapons and weapons of mass 
destruction and any manifestation of great Power mili
tary presence in the Indian Ocean conceived in the 
context of great Power rivalry; 

3. Calls upon the littoral and hinterland States of 
the Indian Ocean, the permanent members of the 
Security Council and other major maritime users of 
the Indian Ocean, in pursuit of the objective of estab
lis_h_ing a sy_stem of universal coU~tive security without 
m1htary alhances and strengthenmg international secu
rity through regional and other co-operation to enter 
into consultations with a view to the implemdntation of 
this Declaration and such action as may be necessary 
to ensure that: 

(_a) Warships and military aircraft may not use the 
Indian Ocean for any threat or use of force against 
the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence 
of any littoral or hinterland State of the Indian Ocean 
in contravention of the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations; 

( b) Subject to the foregoing and to the norms and 
principles of international law, the right to free and 
unimpeded use of the zone by the vessels of aU nations 
is unaffected; 

( c) Appropriate arrangements are made to give 
effect to any international agreement that may ultimately 
be reached for the maintenance of the Indian Ocean 
as a zone of peace; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its twenty-seventh session on the 
progress that has been made with regard to the im
plementation of this Declaration; 


