
44 General Assembly-Twenty-third Session 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 
1293 (XLIV) and 1294 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968 and 
World Health Assembly resolutions WHA18.47 of 20 
May 1965, WHA20.42 and WHA20.43 of 25 May 1%7 
and WHA21.42 of 23 May 1968 urging controls on 
psychotropic substances not yet under international 
control, 

Noting the progress made under the aegis of the 
Economic and Social Council to develop international 
control of psychotropic substances not yet under such 
control, 

Requests the Economic and Social Council to call 
upon the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to give urge~t 
attention to the problem of the abuse of the psychotropic 
substances not yet under international control, including 
the possibility of placing such substances under inter
national control. 

1748th plenary meetin_q, 
19 December 1968. 

2434 (XXIII). Technical assistance in the field of 
narcotics 

The General Assembly, 

Considering the responsibility that the United Nations 
exercises in the field of narcotic drugs under Chapter 
IX of the Charter of the United Nations and under the 
international narcotics treaties, 

Conscious of the fact that narcotic drug abuse can
not be efficiently combated if the sources of the illicit 
traffic in narcotic drugs are not suppressed, 

Recoqnizi11g that countries in which the narcotic raw 
materiais are grown may not be able, by their own 
effort alone, to put an end to illicit cultivation, 

Bearing in mind the recent reports to the Economic 
and Social Council on the work of the Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs and of the Permanent Central Narco
tics Board, 

Recalling its resolution 1395 (XIV) of 20 November 
1959 which established a continuing programme of 
technical assistance for narcotics control, 

Co11sidering that drug addiction, where it is wide
spread, constitutes an obstacle to the economic and 
social development of the countries concerned and re
quires urgent and concerted efforts for its solution, 
which would have far-reaching and salutary effects on 
the ever-growing problem of drug abuse, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation 
with the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the Inter
national Narcotics Control Board and in consultation 
with interested Governments, to develop plans for put
ting an end to the illegal or uncontrolled production 
of narcotic raw materials and to submit these plans, 
through the Economic and Social Council, to the Gen
eral Assembly at its twenty-fifth session; 

2. Invites the specialized agencies, in particular the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, as well as the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development and the United Nations Indus
trial Development Organization, to participate fully in 
the preparation of these plans; 

3. Recommends that the Governments concerned 
develop plans to seek assistance from these agencies, 
from the United Nations Development Programme and 
from bilateral sources in their efforts to develop alterna
tive economic programmes and activities, such as the 
substitution of crops, as one .of the most constructive 

means of ending the illegal or uncontrolled cultivation 
of narcotic raw materials. 

1748th plenary meetin_q, 
19 December 1968. 

2435 (XXIII). Assistance in cases of natural 
disaster 

The General Assembly, 

Recallin_q its resolution 2034 (XX) of 7 December 
1965 on assistance to Governments in cases of natural 
disaster and its decision to review at its twenty-third 
session the experimental arrangements provided for in 
paragraph 5 of that resolution, 

Having noted the views of the Economic and Social 
Council on the report of the Secretary-General on the 
activities of the United Nations family of organizations 
in connexion with natural disasters,15 

Noting with satisfactioll that the arrangements pro
vided for in General Assembly resolution 2034 (XX) 
and the assistance extended to Governments by the 
Secretary-General under that resolution have contri
buted towards relieving ·the distress and hardships 
which follow natural disasters, 

Noting with appreciation the co-operation and assist
ance offered by certain Governments and provided by 
various United Nations bodies and the specialized 
agencies, as well as hy the League of Reel Cross 
Societies and other voluntary organizations. in the 
implementation of General Assembly resolution 2034 
(XX), 

Having considered the view of the Secretary-General 
that United Nations assistance under General Assembly 
resolution 2034 (XX) would be of considerably wider 
use and benefit to the developing countries subject to 
natural disasters if its conditions were broadened, 

Recognizing the importance of scientific research and 
modern technology in reducing the impact uf natural 
disasters on man and society, 

Reiterating the importance it attaches to adequate 
pre-disaster planning by Member States, 111 order to 
mitigate the effects of natural disasters, 

1. Invites Governments which have not alreadv done 
so to make national preparations to meet naturaf disas
ters, including administrative arrangements and such 
measures as training of relief personnel, stockpiling of 
supplies needed for disaster relief, earmarking of means 
of transportation and the development of warning sys
tems and of means of speedy communication ; 

2. Invites Governments and organizations of the 
United Nations system, as well as other organizations 
concerned, to give full recognition to the need to 
promote scientific research regarding the causes and 
early manifestations of impending disasters, to ascertain 
and assess areas and places of high vulnerability, and to 
encourage preventive and protective measures, such as 
the construction of disaster-resistant housing; 

3. Urges the Secretary-General, in co-operation 
with the organizations of the United Nations system 
as well as the League of Red Cross Societies and other 
organizations concerned, to consider ways of expanding 
assistance to Governments in the fields referred to in 
paragraphs 1 and 2 above; 

15 0 fficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 
Resumed Forty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 1, docu
ment E/4544. 


