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AGENDA ITEM 9

Gener‘al debate (continued)

1, Mr. GHEORGHIU=-DEJ (Romania):¥ Permit me
first to- reaffirm from this high rostrum the special
significance which the Romanian people and their
Government attach to the United Nations as the Or-
ganization whose principal aim is to ensure the de-
velopment of multilateral co~operation among péoples
‘and States, fo save mankind from iha calamities of
war and constantly to consolidate peace,

2. The debates in the General Assembly, from the
very beginning of the present session, have aroused
a wide echo all over the world. The reason is, first
of all, that the presént session ig_called upon to dis~
cuss the burning issues of international life, the solu-
tion of which may have a profound impact on the whole
evolution of the contemporary world. I have in mind
chiefly the question of the abolition of the colonial
system and the achievement of general and complete
disarmament. ’

3. Another factor that underscores the special sig-
nificance of this session is the participation in its
work of a2 number of Heads of States and Governments.
This participation is inspired by a sense of high re-
sponsibility for the fate of humanity and for the pros-
pects of peace and good understanding among peoples.
The valuable initiative taken to this end by the Head

of the Soviet Government enjoyed a wide response-

despite the reservations which it encountered on the
part of some Governments.

4. Iventure to express the hope that favourable con=~
ditions have thus been created for a thorough con-
sideration of the main questions on the agenda and for
their actual solution.

5. The beginning of the session was highlighted by
an act of great significance: the admission among us
of the new African States and the Republic of Cyprus
which recently won their independence. On behalf of
the Romanian people and Government, I wholeheartedly

welcome the new independent States, and I express to.

I, o ‘
</Mr. Glieorghiu-Dej spoke in Romanian, The English version of his
Statement was supplied by the delegation,
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them our deep sentiments of solidarity with the just
struggle of peoples for freedom and national inde=-
pendence. The emergence of new States and the
forward movement which it generates is one of the
affluents of the large and powerful stream of social
forces that determines in our days the direction of
historical development.

6. The increase in membership brings the United
Nations closer to the day when it will become a truly
universal organization and contributes tothe strength-
ening of its authority and effectiveness. The uneasiness
generated in the West by the increase in the number
of African States in the United Nations reflects the
state of mind of that group of States which are afraid
of losing their dominant position inihe United Nations.
However, such a concept has nothing in common with
the principles of the United Nations and evenless with
the task for which it was created: the safeguarding of
international peace and security. S

7. The United Nations Charter was elaboratedto serve
the interests of all States and contains the principles
which are to underlie their common action for the
maintenance of peace and gecurity, the development of

friendly relations among nations and the achiévement
of international co-operation. Romania, like other
socialist States, considers that the more faithfully
this Organization reflects the picture of the contem~
porary world, the greater will be its prestige and
effectiveness. We have: been guided and contimue to be
guided by the concep’ that respect for the Charter is

~ a vital prerequisite for the United Nations and that

sooner or later more and more States will reach the
conclusion that the interests of peace make it impera=-
tive that the principles of ‘the Charter shall not be
sacrificed for the sake of narrow interests and ex-
pediency. ' ' '

8. We cannot fail to note that the attitude of the United
States Government and its allies regarding the recog-
nition of the rights. of China and the admission of the
Mongolian People's Republic to the United Nations
is guided by interests and calculations alien to the
Charter, It is inadmissible that in a question as im-
portant as the rights of the Chinese people, an intex=
national organization such asthe United Nations should

~ be subordinated to the interests of one State or group

of States. The fact that the United Nations was de=-
prived of the contribution of one of the great Powers,
the People's Republic of China, that the great Chinese-
people is systematically prevented from occupying its
legitimate place in the United Nations, is one of the

- most serious blows to the prestige of this Organiza~-

tion, to its effectiveness in the fulfilment of the tasks
entrusted to it by the Charter. '

9. To be able to live up to its great historic mission,
that is, to save mankind from the cataclysm of de=
structive war, the United Nations must become atruly
universal nation upon which all States and people can

A/PV.873



WA NS AT WIS TR TR TR e e T e s mremR s e e e e oo e ey

138

General Assembly - Fifteenth Session — Plénary Meeptings

1

rely, a just and impartial arbiter, an organ which by
its very composition and structure would be true to
the great principles inscribed in the Charter.

10. The importance the Romanian Government at-

taches to the present session of the General Assembly

derives, first of all, from the fact that the Assembly

is called upon to discuss the most important and cen~
tral question of contemporary international life—the
question of disarmament. It is the solution of this
question which may, in the last analysis, decide whe-

ther mankind will undergo the endless sufferings of

a nuclear war or will be saved from them.

11. The Soviet Union's proposal for achieving general
and complete disarmament corresponds to the nokle
endeavour of mankind to inaugurate inthe development
of human society a new era in which wars would for-
ever be eliminated and relegated to the past and the
people would make full use of the resources of ocur
planet and of their own energy to build up a world in
which backwardness, poverty and hunger would be
eradicated for good, while peaceful relations, fruitful
co-operation and friendship among countries and peo~
ples would flourish.

12. It is imposgible nowadays for aState, irrespective
of its location and economic military power, toplunge
mankind into an armed conflict without suffering the
~ consequences itgelf. By the same token, it is incon=
ceivable in the case of such a conflagration that any
people, belligerent or not, would avoid its fatal con-
sequences. It follows that the liquidation of the means
for unleashing and waging war has become a problem
directly concerning all States.

13. The General Assembly is therefore the most ap-
propriate forum for working out, with the contribution
of all States, the ways and means for the attainment
of the common_goal=-general and complete disarma=
ment,

14. The Romanian Government, as a member of the
- Ten Nation Committee on Disarmament, has examined

- this problem with the greatest attention. I shallbrief-
ly present to the Assembly the conclusions we have
reached.

15. First of all, I deem it necessarytoreaffirm from
this rostrum that although we do not underestimate
the obstacles and difficulties to be found on the way
towards general and complete disarmament we think
that they can be overcome provided the Western
Powers shall display a realism and lucidity.

16. Voices are heard in the West to the effect that

geneial disarmament would be "utopian” or "achime-
ra", as one of the previous speakers toldthe Assembly.
Is it utopian courageously to analyse the dangerous
situation mankind finds itself in ag aresult of existing
stockpiles of atomic and hydrogen weapons with the
capability of destroying human civilization? Is it
utopian fo draw the conclusion from this, the only
logical and sensible conclusion, that the safest method
to avoid such a disaster is the radical and complete
destruction of the very means that could produce it?
Is it more realistic to continue the insane armaments
race, to pile up more and more bombs, one of which
is enough to destroy a city of the biggest size? Is it
more realistic to keep a permanent airborne alert of
hundreds of American and English bombers carrying
nuclear weapons and to send them on patrol missions,
when one single bember of that type could produce

by the United States be maintained in the future, any

———

digaster through negligence or an 1rr'rSp e act
or miscalculation? y

17, General and complete disaMament unammnusly‘
approved by the General Assembly, has becoms 5 .
must, an urgent and necessary task which requires
a solution. But, in spite of the resolufion on that sub-
ject [1378 (XIV)] and in gpite of the efforts made hy
the socialist States in the Ten=Nation Mommittee on
Disarmament tc engage the negotiations on a con-
structive' path, the representatives of the Western
Powers adopted a negative attitude, considering im=~
possible the continuation of the mnegotiations. The
repeated endeavours of the USSR and of the other
socialist States to meet half-way the Western position
were treated by the United States representatives and
their allies with a refusal to negotiate and to work
out an agreement on general and complete disarma- ..
ment. They engaged in obstructionist tactics which
showed in fact their unwillingness to proceead to the
fulfilment of the task assigned by the resolution of

- the General Assemblg.

18, Thus, it became clear that the Western Powers
conceived these negotiations as a screen to cover
up the arms race. There had to be an end to sucha
manceuvre meant to mislead public opinion, whichwas
following these negotiations in the hope that they would
conduce to positive and concrete results.

19. We believe that the impasse in the disarmament
negotiations which was due to the position of the Wesg~
tern Powers can and should be cvercome, and this is
precisely the task of the General Assembly.

20, T is the opiﬁioin of the Romanian delegation that
the basic provisions of a treaty on general and com=
plete disarmament [A/4505] submitted to this session

"by Nikita Sergeevich Khrushchev, offers a solid basis

for a constructive approach to the problem and gives
the General Assembly the possibility to find the way
out of this deadlock.

21, To judge the sincerity and effectiveness of the
plans or proposals for disarmamentbeforethe Assem= -
bly, a safe criterion should be and remains the impact
their implementation would have on the arms race.

22. On that score, the attitude of the United Statee is
expressed in various statements by American leaders
and generals te the effect that the United States must
gain by all means a position of strength. This attitude
is a leitmotiv which is reiterated time and againin
all these statements. In practice, this attltude has;
been translated by a further intensification o the
armaments race. ‘

23, Is it not clear that, should the course followed

constructive and positive approach to dlsarmament
would become difficult, if not impossible. ‘

24. Tt follows thatthe General Assembly should accept
those disarmament proposals whose implementation
may have as a result an immediate halt of the insane
arms race. At the same time, it should consider as
unsatisfactory and inadequate those proposals which,
if adopted, woulo allow the arms race to contmue un-
hmdered

25. It is the view of the Romanian Government that
one of the greatest merits of the Soviet pr’oposals for
disarmament lies precisely in the fact that their im-~
plementatlon would immed1ate1y put a brake on the

>




i

. 8738rd meeting — 27 September 1960 | 139

—

__szms race and would reverse the tide towards the stage, since no treaty will bind them to implement
reduction of arms and armed forces, towards their all necessary measures until the attainment of the
eventual elimination. final goal=-general and complete disarmament. In

) these circumstances, nothing can prevent one State

£ aty on general and complete A ; ,

gziféar’lxgl:m?rﬁgi ggogidin;rgozhendigsbanding of all aII')med or a.notl}er from feeling free to act at will aft.er the
forces, for the prohibition of their rebuilding, the ;;)fmplet:;m oiathebfirst stﬁge, after all the military
prohibition and destruction ofall stockpiles of weapons Oﬁlma on hag been collected. After all, anybody
and the cessation of the manufacture of all kinds of ~©Ould argue that the signed treaty covers only the first
armaments, including atomic, hydrogen, chemical, stage z}nd notl}mg more. It is an.ous that this is not
biological, hacteriological and any other weapons of at all1 in keeping with thq resol:tion on general and

" mags destruction, the liquidation of all means of de- COI&P ‘;te disarmament Whlf"gw@ unanimously adopted
livering weapons of mass destruction to theirtargets, at the fourteenth session of the General Assembly.
the liquidation of all kinds of foreign military bases,
the abolition of conscription, military service, mili-
tary training, war minisiries and general staifs, as
well ag the cessation or discontinuance of budgetary
allocations for military purposes—all these measures
would not only bring the arms race to an immediate

30. Icomenow to the question of control. The Western
Powers, while turning this question into a subject of
fancy speculation, actually avoided submitting any
serious proposal iz this respect. In fact, the only con-
crete and comprehensive plan for the detailed and
tematic o i n ffective international con=
halt but would also make any effort to build up arma- :1?:1 ovii'lcdi: agramm az]aﬁ ]t;;t ;i: ;frzt tflr:'rv'vai'edrgyﬁtheassﬁet :
ments illegal and senseless. Union. That plan covers the control of disarmament
97, The essential element of the treaty submitted by  starting with the first day, goingthroughallthe stages
the Soviet Union is 'that from its very entry into force until the end of the process of general and complete
it provides for the elimination of allmeans of deliver~ disarmament.
ing nuclear weapons; the reduction of armed forces, ' - e
especially of those of the United States of America 3l. _The Soviet proposals for the organization of ef-
and the Soviet Union, to the lavel of 1.7 million sol- fgctive international controiover gene1:a1 and complete
diers; the liquidation of foreign bases; the prohibition = disarmament amply prove that the Soviet Union and the
of the launching of rockets for military purposes; the other sgmahst Stateg are mtere.steg to the highest
obligation not to transmit to other States nuclear degree in seeing the implementation of disarmament
bombs or information for their manufacture; and the scrupulously observed. Hence, the discussion on con=-
corresponding reduction of military expenditures. trol has., been moved out of the rea.]m of abstract
Precisely this essential element, operating from the Speculation into a specific, businesslike and fruitful
first moment, is designed to put an end to the arma-~ debate, which is the best method of faking a contro-
ments race and to reverse the present tide, turning Versial issue out of a deadlock. ' ‘
it towards the reduction and the destruction of arma~
ments, the reduction and liquidation of the armed
forces.

32. The Romaniandelegation considers that the "basic
provisions of a treaty on general and complete dis~
. A armament” submitted by the USSR offers tothe General
28. What would be the situation-in this respect if the  Assembly a solid basis for a constructive examination
United States proposals were to be implemented? A  of the question of disarmament at the present session.
careful study of those proposals, including that of It is ovr hope that these proposals will facilitate the
27 June 1960 [DC/154], clearly shows that from the adoption of appropriate decisions meant to furtherthe
first stage, which has no time=limit, the United States cause of disarmament. »

proposal provides only aseries of measures regarding . . -

control and inspection, technical studies, the storage 33. I should like to joia a number of previous speak=
of armaments in depots situated in the territories of €IS in stressing one more aspect of the question of
the respective States, but no actual measurewhatever disarmament, namely its relation to the question of

to cut armed forces or to destroy armaments. The €conomic assistance tothe under-developed countries.

level of 2.5 million men in the armed forces for the 1he sad economic, social and cultural backwardness

United States and the Soviet Union, provided for in Of quite a number of countries of Asia, Africa and

the first stage, has no significance at all, since the L.atm America constitutes one of the sharpest contra~

armed forces of both States are below that level al-  dictions of the contemporary world. This is the result
réady. , of imperialist domination, of monopolistic looting, of

‘ . : the colonial rule that cppressed these-countries for
29. Let us suppose, for the sake of argument, that centuries. .

‘the United States propcsals were to be implemented. . '
What would be the result? The control organization 34, Although in the last year the question of aid for
would be constituted; various technical teams would the less developed couniries has been widely debated
begin their activities and studies; the controllers and the situation continues to be critical, What is more,
the inspectors would begin to travel; and meanwhile, the statistics of the United Nations show that the per
—and this surely goes for a long period of time—the caput national income of these countries, instead
arms race would continue unrestrictedly and in full of increasing, has continued to decline. The United
swing. It is necessary to point out that the United Nations Economic Commigsion for Latin America
States plan provides for the negotiating parties to noted in its economic survey for 1959 that, during
conclude a treaty only for the first stage, whereas that year, the Latiu American economies were beset
for the second and third stages a draft would have to by a further deterioration in the terms of trade.and
be worked out to be submitted to a world conference a decline in their per caput agricultural output for
on disarmament. This means, however, that the sig= domestic consumption, both basic factors which im-
natory States would have no guarantee whatever as to  peded the campaign {0 check inflation. It is made clear
what might happen after the completion of the first that the downward trend has been going onsince 1956.
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35. The actual solution of that problem would be to
foster industrialization in theless developed countries
of Asia, Africa and Latin America, tomodernizetheir
agriculture, to improve the conditions of the popula-
tions, to expand the system of public education and
health protection. This is an enterprise so great that
only the allocation of the huge financial resources
that could become available as a result of disarma=-
ment would cover the needs. It is, of course, impera=-
tive that such aid shouldbe free of any political strings
and of any interference in the domestic affairs of the
recipient countries. It should be granted in such cir-
cumstances as would coniribute to the strengthening
of the political and economic incdependence of those
countries and to the upsurge of their productive forces
so as to enable them tomeet increasingly the material
and cultural requirements of their peoples.

36. We live in a world with tremendous wealth, with
modern technological facilities capable of ensuring
higher standards of living for the entire population of
our planet. A substantlal reduction of military ex-
penditures would open new avenues for making use,
to an ever larger extent, of these huge possibilities.

37. The attainment of the aims of the United Nations
is inextricably linked to the fulfilment of the aspira~
tions of all peoples to freedom and independence, to
the definite and radical abolition of colonial rule in
all its forms. I is high time that in the conflict be~
iween the enslaved peoples and the colonial Powers
the United Nations should take its side, resolutely and
without any reservation, with the enslaved peoples.

38. Colonialism is synonymous with extreme national
and social oppression; it evokes the image of tens of
millions of people sold as slaves, locked up in reser-~
vations and concentration camps, decimated by hunger
and disease, kept in the darkness of ignorance. Colo~
nialism means the arkitrary splitting of large terri~
tories, the abusive maintenance of many States outside
international life, the creation of dangerous hotbeds
of disturbance and ceonflict on the international plane.

39. The bloody war in Algeria, the punitive expedi=-
tions in Kenya, the dark régime ofterror and violence
in Angola and Mozambique, the denial of the most ele~
mentary human rights of the native populationinSouth
Africa, the aerial bombardment of the population in
- Oman--all these show the methods to which the colo~
nialists resort in order to stifie the just struggle of
brave and heroic pecoples for their liberation.

40. The colonizers displayed remarkable efficiency in
plundering the colonial countries. It is well known that
the African soil and subsoil hide tremendous wealth,
from huge deposits of diamonds, uranium and other
minerals of all sorts toimmense areas of land favour-
able to the most diversified cultivation. But all these
richegs are in the hands of big foreign corporations
which are squeezing fabulous profits from their ex=—

ploitation and from cheap African labour. Even offi-
cial statistics sbow that the rate of profit of American

direct investments in Africa between 1947 and 1954

amounted to 33 per cent of the invested capital; that
is to say that during a record three-year period the
invested capital is fully amortized.

41. The consequence, as United Nations statistics
indicate, is that the per caput income in such coun=
tries as Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika is regpectively
twenty=four, thirty-two and forty times lower than

————

in the United States and approximately fourteen ang
sixteen times lower than in the United Kingdom and
France.

42. No fairy tales about the colonialistg' "civilizing
mission™ can conceal the startling factthat aftermore
than a century of such a "migsion" undertaken by the
Belgian colonialists in the Congo, only fourteen Congo-
lese with university degrees, and not one single phy-
sician, officer ortrained administrative cadre, existed
in the country at the moment of its independerce.

43. The Romanian people strongly demands the fina]
and immediate abolition of this horrible system which
makes everyone who feels human shudder for shame,
The Government of the Romanian People’s Republic
welcomes and supports the declaration on granting
independence to colonial couniries and peoples sub-
mitted by the USSR [A/4502], which asks that all
colonial countries, Trust Territories and other Non-
Self-Governing Territories should be granted forthwith
complete independence and freedom in building up
their own national States in accordance withthe freely
expressed will and desire of their peoples and the
elimination of all colonial stronghelds in the form of
possessions and leased areas in the territory of other
States.

44, We consider that adherence to the principles of
the United Nations Charter has become incompatible
with colonial oppression perpetrated by Member States
of the United Nations. Counsetjiently, it is high time
for the United Nations to cail upon all Governments:
strictly to observe the provisions of the Charter on
equality and respect for sovereign rights and for the
territorial integrity of all States without exception,
rejecting any manifestation of colonialism, any exclu=-
sive right or privilege for the benefit of some States
to the detriment of others.

45. The attitude toward the system of colonial slavery
has become a touchstone for the Governments of States
Members of the United Nations: arethey for or against
the noble principle of the Charter concerning equality
and respect for the sovereign rights of all peoples?

46. You cannot be for freedom on the one hand and
on the other for supporting colonialism, which is the
harshest denial of the freedom of peoples. ‘

47. How can one conceive of the implementation of % ’“"
programme of economic, political and cultural de=
velopment in Africa, to Which the President of the
United States referred in his statement [868th meet-
ing], without taking a firm stand for the eradication
of colonialism, this merciless cancer which has made
and makes the African peoples suffer, which has pre-
vented and prevents economic, political and cultural
progress in Afrlca? :

48. Voicing the thunderous demands of Africa from
this rostrum, Mr. Nkrumah, the President of the
Republic of Ghana, said:

"As long as a single foot of African soil remains
under foreign domination, the world shall know no
peace ... The United Nations must call upon all
nations that have colonies in Africa to grant com-
plete independence to the territories still under
their control.” [869th meeting, para. 5.]

49. Now, when we are going to discuss the item en-
tifled "Declaration on granting of independence to co*
lonial countries and peoples? submitted by the Soviet




.E;on, it may perhaps be appropriate to remind the
United States delegation about the Declaration of Inde~.
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pendence adopted by the United States Congress in
1776, a document which proclaimed the liquidation of
the United Colonies, liberation from the British yoke

and the transformation of the United States of America.

into a free and independent State.

50. Is it too much to ask tod~y, 184 years after the
adoption of that Declaration, that the peoples who are

still under the colonial yoke should enjoy the liberty

and independence which the American people then
attained? How many hundreds of years should pass
in order for the United States Government to agree
that other peoples have the same right to be liberated
from colonial domination? The accomplishment of its
yvery main task, the safeguarding of international peace
and security, makes it imperative for the United Nations
resolutely to cope with the problem. of the elimination
of the colonial system. Colonial glavery is not only
the shame of our age, not only the most inhuman form
of political oppression and economic plunder of the
peoples, but also one of the most perilous sources of
military conflict foo.

51, In that connexion, it should be mentioned that in
a great number of African States naval and air force
bases belonging to the United States and other NATO
States are to be found. Such foreign military bases
exist not only in the countries of the northern shore,
but also deep in the African Continent. Not long ago
the Belgian Prime Minister declared that Belgian
military bases in the Congo which had cost Belgium
$70 million were created "on NATO insistence"; the
bulk of the Belgian froops withdrawn from these
bases were transferred in the immediate vicinity, to
Ruanda=-Urundi. Moresver, South African newspapers
have informed us that thirty kilometres southwest of
Salisbury in Rhodesia a military airfield was under
consiruction. It is designed toserve asthe main NATO
base for jet fighters and bombers carrying nuclear
weapons. The American magazine Time described
Wheelus Airfield near Tripoli as "a key airfield in
the encirclement of Moscow by the Sirategic Air
Command®. ’

52. If we bear in mind that the majority; of States
composing NATO are colonial Powers, it becomes
clear that all military bases, troops, air forces and
naval units belonging to NATO are directed not only
:againet the socialist States and other peace=loving
States, but also against the liberation movement in

- Airica, serving to preserve through armed terror the

félitical and economic positions of imperialists in
rica.

53. The African peoples, their Governments and po-
litical leaders who represent the aimg of liberation
from the colonial yoke and consolidation of independ-
ence when it has already been won, cannot fail to see
the extreme danger to which they are exposedby those
NATO bases and troops on African territory. The
old and outdated hoax about the "communist danger®
is being disseminated in Africa by the colonialists,
apparently with a .view to distracting attention from

their plans to transform Africa into a huge base for .

NATO military operations. -

9. As the representatives of the Algerian Provisional
Government have repeatedly pointed out, the bloody
War against the Algerian people, which is fighting
bravely for its frecdom, would not have been possible

without the support that the NATO allies of France
have granted it in armaments and supplies as well

~ as in the political and diplomatic fields.

55. The aggressive plot against the independence and
territorial integrity of the Congo organized by the
colonialist circles with NATO support is a new and

tragic case in point.
56. The concern with which world public opinion has
followed the evolution of the situation in the Congo is
fully justified, and the more go if wetake into account
the fact that in these developments the very authority
and prestige of the United Nations are involved.

57. It is by now crystal clear for all thcse who are
sincerely devoted to the cause of the liberation of the
colonial peoples that instead of supporting the Central
Government which called on the United Nations for
help in restoring law aond order in the Congo and in~
stead of fzithfully implementing the resolutions of the
Security Council concerning the supporttobeprovided
to the Cerntiral Government in safeguarding the inde=~
pendence and territorial integrity of the Republic
of the Congo, the United Nations Command and the
Secretary-General have systematically acted so as to
whittle down the authority of the Central Government
while taking sides withthe secessionists and the rebels
who had the Belgian colonialists andtheir NATOallies
behind them. S :

58. Nc legalistic argument, no alibi can justify the
indisputable fact that during the three-month period
of United Nations operations in the Congo the Central
Government has actually been undermined and de~
prived of the means of apserting its authority; the
parliamentary organ expressing the will of the people

-has been practically banned while the secessionist

forces, trained and armed to the teeth by the Belgian

-colonialigts, under the permissive eyes of the United

Nations Command, have become more active and ag=-
gressive than ever before, s

59, It is obvivus that the situation existing in the
Congo is fully consonant with the plan and the aims of
the Belgian colorialists and their NATO supporters,
thus revealing the real character of their policy.

60. Tt is the considered view of the Romaniandelega~
tion that an imperative task falls upon the General
Assembly, that of examining with the highest sense
of respensibility the situation in the Congo in order
to create, at last, for the Congolese peoplethose con-
ditions to which they are fully entitled by reason of
their heroic fight for national independence, freedom
and a better life. _

61. The promotion among States of the principles of
peaceful coexistence and the development of relations
of multilateral co~operation among them with a view
to maintaining and strengthening peace is the very
"raison d'etre" of the United Nations, Only two or

" three years ago one could witness attempts to exclude

the term of peaceful coexistence itselffrom the United
‘Nations voeabulary. Today, we note with satisfaction
that from the United Nationg rostrum many repre-~
sentatives recognize peaceful coexistence as a vital
necessity deriving from the complex of contempo-
rary realities. The representative of Brazil correct~
ly pointed out in his statement [868th meeting] that,
whether one likes it or not, the recognition of the
existence of States with different social régimes is
a prerequisite for peaceful relations among States.
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* He went on to say that the solution of war is inadmig=-
sible, the only path leadingto a solution of the problem
of our age is that of negotiations.

62, It is encouraging that the principles of peaceful
coexistence are gaining an ever wider support through=-
out the world. We would, however, do a poor service
to the cause of peace if we pagsed over the facot that
these principles have their obstinate enemies.

63. As was shown from this very rostrum, twotrends
of the contemporary world, two orientations in the
international relations, are confronting each other.
One of them, based on the principles of peaceful co-
existence, aims at the strengthening and the continuous
development of good relations among States, at the
elimination of jinternational temsion and at solving
conflicting issues at the conference table. The other
trend, that of the promoters of the cold war and of the
arms race, boils down to the organization of aggres-
sive actions and to gross interference in the domestic
affairs of other States, tothe creation and maintenance
of hotbeds of unres.., thus gravely endangering the
world peace.

64. It is true that in our time, owing to tie fact that
public opinion judges with severity the enemies of
peaceful coexistence, even those who are undermining
and hindering its implementation in the international
life feel obliged to invoke these principles since they
fear that their true thoughts and intentions might come
to the light of day, Thatiswhy the peoples of the world
and their representatives should display a high senrse
of lucidity and vigilance and judge the position of Gove
ernments by their deeds and notby meredeclarations.

65. How can declarations of attachment to the cause
of peace be recenciled with the policy of increasing
every year the expenses for armaments and ihe war
preparations of the United States, with the promoting
to the rank of State policy of such things ag military
espionage and the violation of sovereignty of other
States which has found its expression inthe well known
aggressive incursion of the United States U-=2 and
RB=-47 aircraft over the Soviet territory? How could
such declarations be reconciled with the hostile actions
against the heroic people of the Republic of Cuba, who
firmly defend their national independence?

66. Right now, when in the General Assembly we are
witnessing attempts to put the blame for the inter-
national tension on the Soviet Union and on the other
Socialist States, which are making great efforts to
‘reduce international tension, in Europe, large-scale
military exercises of NATO are taking place,bringing
about unrest and increasing the war psychosis. While
we hear statements expressing the desire to prevent
the outbreak of an accidental war or of a surprise
attack, flights of American and British strategicunits
with nucleax bombs on hoard arebeing organizad, thus
creating the danger of the outbreak of an accidental
way and maintaining a state of permanent threat of
surprise attack,

67. Romania ig one of those countries whichguffered
heavy destruction, ore of thoss peoples who had to
endure severe hardships from the Germanmilitarism
in the First World War as well ag in the Second World
War, Together with all peace~loving peoples, we are
following with legitimate concern the rearming, at a
rapid pace, of the militarists and revanchists in West
Germany, with the blessing of the NATO Powers. At
present, the command of the Bundeswehr, with the

“clusion of a peace treaty

— ™

endorsement and the open approval of the Federa]
Government, is calling for the equipment of the Fede
eral Republic of Germany with nuclear weapons, ang
the leading circles of the NATO do not make a secret
out of their intention to satisfy this claim, whichig
so dangerous for the cause of peace. Hence, West
Germany hasg again become the main hothed of tengion
aud of danger of war in Europe and in the whole world,

68. The interests of peace require the implementation
of the Jproposals of the Soviet Union and of the German
Democratic Republic regarding the liquidation of the
congequences of the Second World War and the cone
with Germany.

69. We consider that the decisions of the General
Asgembly at its present session should contribuie to
the elimination of the grave dangers threatening peace,
There should be an end to the practice of violating
gererally accepted rules for interstate relations andt;
the disregard of the sovereign rights of other peoples,

70. The attempts made at this session by the Unitad
States repregentative to absolve the promoters of the
cold war and the supporters of the colonial régime
prove that the quarters he represents do not adeguate~ 1
ly evaluate the maturity of the international publig
cpinion., Irritation is a poor adviser and offensive
words cannot substitute for arguments against the con=
crete and constructive proposals for the settlement
of the main problems of the intsrnational relations
and of the historic evolution of humanity.

71. The items inscribed by the socialist countriesas
well as by other peace-loving countries on the agends
of this historic session, as well ag the proposals they
have put before the General Assembly, pursue the
settlement of fundamental problems, the strengthening
of general peace and security and the safeguarding of
the rights of all peoples to enjey real independence
and national sovereignty.

72. Starting from the conviction that every Member
State~~large-or small-has the duiy to make its own
active contribution to the concrete sffirmation of the
principle of peaceful coexistence in international re=
lations, the Romanian Government has proposged the
inscription on the agenda of this gession of the General
Apsembly of an item entitled "Actions on the regional
level with a view to improving good neighbourly re=
lations among Eurcpean States having different social
and political systems".

73. The Romanian Government vconsiders that the
development and the continuous improvement of the
relations among States situated in gesgraphic regions
where the two economic and social systemg are in
immediate or close vicinity acquire special signifi=
cance for the States directly ooncerned as well ag for
general peace and security. The Governments of the
States concerned could at the same time initiate nego~
tiations in order to setfle outstanding issues among
them, They could conclude treaties of mutual under=
standing and multilateral co~operation or any other
form of regional agreement, which would help to elimi=
nate such important sources of distrust and tensionit
the relations among States as foreign military based,
launching pads for missiles, the stationing of aircrai'r
loaded with nuclear weapons and so on. . /;

74. The undértaking by the great Powers of a pl edée |
to cbserve the arrangements agreed upon among the
States. of certain geographical areag would increase
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. their offectiveness and their value for the cause of
- general peace. As ig known, the Romanian Government
g8 early-as 1957 proposed such an agreement among
the States of the Balkan region and it 1enewed these
proposals in 1959. We put forward our proposals with
the conviction that the Balkan region could be turned
into a zone of peace, free of atornic weapons, of rocket
Jaunching pads and of foreign military bases. This
would correspond in the highest degree to the funda=
mental interests of the peoples of Balkan countries,
Its importance would extend far beyond the limits of
that geographical area. The realization of such an
understanding would create at the same time the
most favourable conditions for the intensification of
coonomic exchanges as well as for multilateral co=
~ operation and mutual aid for the benefit of all peoples
. from that area,

75. The fact that there are still differences among
some of the Balkan States pleads not against the ini=-
tiative of the Romanian Government but rather in its
favour. Balkan socialist countries have repeatedly
expressed the desire to settle through negotiations
the outstanding issues which they have with the other
countries and have advanced proposals accordingly.
The Romanian Government's own experience confirms
that when there is. good will on both sides outstanding
igaues can be solved to the satisfaction of all parties.

76. The conclusion of an understanding among the
Balkan States does nct imply the renunciation oi
alliances to which one or the other State may belong.
By the same token the development of multilateral
relations between Balkan States does not exclude the
development of bilateral relations, for which there
are much greater possibilities today than ever before

77. We have noted with satisfaction that the proposais
of the Romanian Government are supported by a num-
Ler of States from the Balkan region and that they
¢ujoy the interest and sympathy of public opinion of
all countries of this region. With the profound con=-
viction that the realization of Balkan understanding
wholly corresponds to the fundamental interests of the
peoples of thiz region, as well as to the preservation
and conpolidation . of péace in the whole world, the
Romanian Government renews its proposal for ihe
signing of n treaty of entente and collective security
with the aim of strengthening peace in the Balkan~-
Adriatic region and of transforming it into a zone free
of foreign bases, rocket-launching pads and nuclear
Weapons,

78. May I express thahope that the Greek Government
as well as the new Turkish (xovernment will favourably
recelve our propousals for the development of under=
pianding and co~cperation and for enhancing the se-
curity of the peoples of this rogion.

9. Irrespective of our political or philosophical con=-
cepts, if we are for peace, if we cherish life and the
creative work of man, we cannot remain indifferent
before the question whether the young generation is
brought up tc respect man and his material and spirit-
ual achievements, or, on the contrary, whether it is
rajsed in the spirit of racial and national hatred, of
militarism and war. Recent events have shown that
influential oircles of certain countries are making
efforts to innoculate the youth with the venom of in-
tolerance towards men, especially towards those of
other races, to educate them in a spirit of "revanche"
i and agpression, with a view to adjusting them to ad-

venturous plans whick are dangerous for the cause
of peace,

80. Proceeding from the viewpoint that the young
generstion can and should play an impoxtant active
role in furthering peaceiul coexistence, the Romanian
Government has proposed the inclusion in the agenda
of the present session of the item entitled "Measures
designed to promote among youth the ideas of peace,
mutual regpect and understanding hetween pecples®..

81. We feel that the Gsneral Assembly would sexve
the cause of peace if it recommonded te the Govern=
ments and to the specialized agenvins that they pay
an increasing attentior to the problems related to the
promotion among youth of the ideas of peace, mutual
respect and understanding hetween peoples and if it
initiated the working out of an international convention
to that effect.

82. The Romanian Goverament hopes that beth its
proposals=-the one regarding regional understanding
as well as the one regarding the education of youth~—
will meet with the undersianding and supporf of the
Membe: States of our Organization.

83. Consistently pursuing a policy of pecce and of
multilateral co=operation withall States, the Romanian
People's Republic has concentrated its efforts for the
continvous development of itg national economy and
the raising of the material and cultural well~being of
the people. The old Romania wag known ag one of the
backward Eurcpean countries; it had an undeveloped
industry, a primitive agriculturs, an econnmy sub=
ordinated to the foreign monopoiies; under the old
régime, life in our country was characterized by huu-
ger and poverty, by mags illiteracy, by high child
mortality, and by endemic diseases that wrought havoc
among the population. We know from our own expe-
rience the disastrous results which dependence on
foreign monopolies mesns tothe political and economic
life of a nation. The foreign monopolies, which occu~
pied over many decades a predominant pogition in our
country, hindered the economic development of the

country, plundered its natural resources and cruelly

exploited the industirious Romanian people. Romania
had to import almogt all the machinery andthe equ’ .
ment which it required while selling its grains at the
expense of the chronic malnutrition of the population.

84. As the Romanian people took their fate into their
own hands and became the master of the rich¢s™3f the
country they.began to make use of them in conformity
with their own interests. The economic potential of
the country increased continuously. The national in-
dustry is rapidly developing, Its production exceeds

five times the pre~war output and i 1965, according

to the six-year plan, the total production of our in=
dustry will be twice as large asthe production of 1860
and approximately ten times larger than in 1938, the
record yoar in old Romania, '

86. A higher stage of development was reached by
the iron and steel indugiry, by the machine~building
industry, chemical and oil industries and power pro-
duction, Today the Remanian factories are manufac~
turing various machine tools, tractors, combines and.
other agricultural machinery, means of transportation,
electrical equipment, and so foxrth, We now fully meet
the needs of equipment for the extraction and complex
processing of oil and produce two~thirds of the indug-
trial equipment necessary for new enterprises as well
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as for the development of the existing ones, while
important quantities are already available for export.

86. Agriculture has received over £0,000 {ractors
made in Romania znd by the end of 1y65 will be fully
mechanized utilizing approximately 150,000 tractors
28 well as other equipment required by modern agri-
culture. .

87, As a regult of the economic development, the
national income is at present 2.7 titnes higher and in
1965 it will be approximately 4.5 tiizes higher than
in 1938. The standard of living of the whole population

has increased continnously, the purchasing power of

the population kas doubled and the general consumption
18 two to three times greater than in 1938,

88. Expenditures in the goclal and cultural fields
have increased in recent years by four to five times,
thus representing in 1958 u quarter of the total State
budget. :

89. Free education andthe development ot the network
of schools has rendered education of all degrees ac-
cessible to all chiidren and youth. The cultural level
of the entire population is continuously being raised.

90. Special attentlon is paid to the training of tech~
~ nicians and other specialists for the needs of industry
and transport, science and culture. The number of
engineers increased from 9,000 in 1938 to 60,000 in
1960. '

91. The population enjoys a free and wide medical
security system; today Romania is one of thefirst ten
countries in the world as far as the number of physi=
cians per thousand inhabitants ig concerned.

92. This rapid progress became posgible only after
the Romanian people put an end to their economic and
political dependence on the imperialist Powers; the
resuits obtained are the fruits of a policy dictated by
the fundamental interests of the country, by the re-
gquirements of its development on the pathof socialism.

93. In the attainment of the results briefly set forth,
a pignificant role was played by the close co~operation
and mutual assistance among socialist countries and
the permanent and multilateral support from the Soviet
Union which we have enjoyed. Our people, the Romanian
people, highly appreciate the agsistance provided by
the Soviet Union gpecifically for the building of indus-
try, the bagis for the whole upsurge of our national
economy.

94. All these profound changes and achievements in
our country naturally have caused disconient among
the opponents of social progress, the imperialisis who
cannot reconcile themselves to losing somuchwealth,
cheap labour and influence. They are the organizers
of various acis of provocation and gross interference
in our domesgtic affairs.

95. A recent case in point igthe debasing masquerade
of the so-called Captive Nations Week promoted by
official personalities it the United States. The pro~
moters of the cold war often take the liberty of ad-
dressing to our people, which is the master of its
own destiny, promiges of so-called liberation. May
we ask these uncalled-for "liberators® what they are
irying to liberate the Romanian people from? Do they
mean tc liberate the Romanians from their national
industry, now in full swing, from the riches now ex~
clusively possessed by the Romanian people and used
in the interest of theirwelfare?Dotheymean to liber-

e

ate the Romanié.ns from the right to work, to free
education, to free medical assistance, from the freg«

dom effectively safeguarded by the socialist order?

96. The Romanian people are well aware of the way
the imperialists are conceiving and applying freedom
in those countries where they can still impose thefy
will and loot the riches with impunity. I have in mind
those acts of provocation that were unmasgked in thig
hall, too, in order to draw the attention of the General
Assembly to one of the aspects of the cold war which
foments international tension, violates the established
norms of relations among States and which should he

- peverely condemned by the United Nations.

97. In conclusion, allow me to express the position
of the Romanian delegation on the question of improy-
ing and perfecting the activitieg of the United Nations,
In this respect, we proceed from the idea that, inga
world where Stateg with different economic and po-
itical systems exist, the United Nations cansuccess-
fully fulfil its tasks only ifit remaingtrue to the prin-
ciples of the Charter, which states that the United
Nationgs must be a centre for harmonizing the efforts
of all nations in the attainment of the common ends:
the maintenance of peace and security, the development
of friendly relations among nations, the achievement
of international co-operation.

98. One must take into account the fact that the ca=
pability of this Organization to play its role in pre-
serving peace diminishes to the extenc that attempts
are made by a group of States, a military bloc, to
secure a dominant position in the United Nations and
to impose accordingly decisions serving their ownin-
terests exclusively and harming the interests of other
States or groups of States. This is quite natural. Who
would accept an arbiter, knowing in advance that he
would take sides with the opposite party?

99. Therefore, I should like to point out that to pro-
pose the removal of a certain state of affairs which
has allowed the United Nations to be used as an in-
strument of a group of Powers to the detriment of
other States, to propose measures designed to assgure
the confidence of all Member States in the executive
staff of the United Nations and to guarantee its objec-
tivity in the application of the decisions of the United
Nations, means not to weaken but rather tostrengthen |
the United Nations and to make it a real and powerful -
instrument for the maintenance of peace and infer=
national security.

100. It was certainly to be expected that those who
have up to now used their dominant positions in the
United Nations to impose their policy would react
to these proposals in the same way as forces con-
fronted with the prospect of losing their privileges
have always reacted in-history. Progressive changes
that required the abolition of certain privileges were
always accompanied by the screams and outcries of
the privileged, who predioted that with the loss of
their privileges a crisiswould erupt whichwould cause
everything to perish. In fact only the privileges have
perished, while the world has continued to live and
to develop. This is algo valid for an international or~
ganization such as the United Nations. '

101. The reorganization of the general secretariat
is a matter of principle for our Organization. The
reorganization of the executive body of the United
Nations, and egpecially of the general secretariat, 1
a requirement raised by international life itself, by
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the imperative necessity that the United Nations be-
come, an effective instrument for the solution of the
greaf problems included in the agenda of the General
Assembly. This is demonstrated by the eventg in the
Congo, where the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Mr, Hammarskjold, actually acted as a spokes-
man of the colonialist policy, instead of ensuring the
implementation of the decisions of the Security Council
in accordance with the interests of the freedom an
independence of the-Congolese people. .

102, In its present struciure the general secretariat
does not assure the objective implementation of the
resolutions of the United Nations. Even less so can
. the general secretariat in its present composition
ensure the fulfilment of the new prospective tasks
that the executive staff of the United Nations may have

to assume in the future. It is well known, for instance, .

that in connexion with the realization of general and
complete disarmament the question will arise of the
creation of international armed forces of the United
‘Nations, which forces would have to serve in con=
formity with the decisions of the Security Council,
the organ entrusted by the Charter with the task of
maintaining international peace and security. The
implementation of these decisions will naturally be
assigned to the executive staff of the United Nations.

103. The question therefore arises: what guarantee
will the groups of States which form the United Nations
have that the executive staff will scrupulously enforce
the decisions adopted and that no attempt willbe made
to serve the narrow interests of a State or a group of
States against the interests of other States or groups
of States? It is clear that anyone who seriously and
with a sense of responsibility considers the problem
of the safeguarding of peace andinternational security
cannot but agree that this question has tobe answered
satisfactorily.

(04, The Romanian delegation believes that such a
satisfactory answer is offered by the proposal of the
USSR to the effect that the executive organ be con-
stituted not of one person, the Secretary~General, but
of three representatives of the groups of States which
form the United Nations: that is, the States belonging
to the Western alliances, the socialist Statés and the
neutral countries. Such a solution of the problem
represents a guarantee that the executive staff of
the United Nations will act with full objectivity.

105. The Romanian delegation wishes to endorse the
views expressed by several previous speakers regard-

ing the inconveniences created to the normal activity

of the United Nations by the location of its headquar=
ters in New York.

106. The Romanian delegation came tothis Assembly
inspired by the desire to bring its contribution to the
solution of the problems on the agenda. We stepped
on American soil expressing the sentiments of esteem
and appreciation which the Romanian people nourish

for the American people; like other delegations, we .

were entitled to expect that in the city where the su-
bpreme forum of the United Nations meets we would
find favourable conditiong for its activities and apro-
Ditious climate for understanding between peoples.
We had, however, to note that, when delegations of
almost a hundred States are gathered here for the
session, a large number of them led by Heads of State
and Government, here in New York one of the most
lamentable attempts hes been made to poisonthe inter~

b

national atmosphere by merging the hostile, harags~
ing and discriminatory measureg taken by the United
States authorities with so-called "“demonstrations®
carried out by hoodlums, hooligans, Fascist refugees
and common-law offenders hired by the hour or by
the day. This is probably, in a nutghell, the largely
advertised "free world® as it is conceived by the in-
spirers of these provocative actions.

107. The Romanian delegation considers justifiedthe
opinion that the problem should be examined of find-
ing another place for the headguarters of the Tnited
Nations in a country which can assure the normal
development, in suitable conditions, of the activities
of the delegations and of the Organization as a whole.

108. The peoples of the world have pinned great hopes
on this session. They expectthatthe General Assembly
will find a way out of the disarmament deadlock and
a way to achieve general and complete disarmament,
turning into reality the noble aspirations of mankind
for the achievement of a warless world. They expect_
that the General Assembly will take a2 stand in favour
of the final abolition of the colonial system and will
open to the peoples that are still suffering under the
yoke of colonial slavery the doors of freedom and
hurnan dignity. They expect the General Assembly
to request that there be an end to the actions which
endanger peace and violate the sacred principle of
national sovereignty. Such actions, 'in fact, must be
unequivocally condemmned. They expect the United
Nations to become a really effective insfrument for
the defence of international peace and security.

109. In conclugion, permit me to thank you for your
attention and to express the wish that the fifteenth
session will live up to the great expectations of the
peoples of the world. ,

110, Mr. NASSER, President of the United Arab
Republic:g/ It is a source of great satisfactionto have
an opportunity of taking part in the deliberations of
the General Assembly. If is the more gratifying be~
cause there are many and unique factors addingto the
gravity of this session.

111. First, at this particular session participationin
the werk of the United Nations has achieved world
scope to a degree never achieved before. Thirteen
new African States, as.well as Cyprus, have joined
the family of nations. They were enabledtode so after
the peoples of those countries had struggled for their
political independence and had made great sacrifices
to achieve it.

112, Secondly, at the same time as the scope of the
United Nations has been enlarged to this extent, we
feel that there are great dangers which threaten the
very foundation on which the United Nations has been"
built. This makes it an imperative duty for all those
who hayve joined the Organization and who believe
in the principles of the Charter to rally together now
for its defence, since the Organization is the primary
means through which the community of nations can
pcllu'sue its peaceful development and achieve its high
ideals.

113. Thirdly, the fifteenth session of the General
Assembly opens at a time when international tension
has increased on an unprecedented scale and the cold

2/Mr, Nasser spoke in Arabic, The English version of his statement
was supplied by the delegation, .
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war has reached a climax unknown since the ead of
the Second World War, bringing with it a seriouns
threat to mankind and to human culture accumulated
throughout the ages.

114. All that makes the work of safeguarding peace
and establishing its solid foundations not only a vital
necessity but, equally, a moral duty.

115. Thus, it is a source of great happiness for me
to add my voice to.the voices which have preceded
me in congratulating the States that have joined the
body of the United Nations, and to extend a hearty
welcome to our colleagues in freedom, to our part-
ners in the defence of peace, to our associates in the
responsibility for world progress. If I were to add
anything to this hearty welcome andtothese congratu-
lations, it would be to stress the hope that larger
participation in the international Organization may
be realized so that its'doors may lie open without dis-
crimination or fanaticism, without hindrances or ob-
stacles, and so that this world rostrum may become
the real echo of the aspirations of the peoples and an
accurate balance for their sense of their responsi-
bilities as members of the community of nations.

116. That is why I'take this opportunity of reiterating
once again the desire of the United ArabRepublic that
the doors of the United Nations should be open to the
People's Republic of China. Our people cannot, infact,
imagine or conceive that this door should remain
closed to a quarter of the inhabitants of our globe.
We firmly believe that, if the widening of the mem=
bership of the United Nations is an important matter,
it is equally important to work for safeguarding the
- bagis on which the United Nations has been built. The
United Nations on which we have pinned our hopes
and our faith is not these grand, magnificent halls in
whick we sit, it is the principles and provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations that have brorght us all
together here.

117. Allow me, then, to raise this delicate question
with the utmost frankness. I do so because I believe
that the future of the United Nations in its entirety,
and consequently the future of the peaceful development
of mankind, faces at this particular hour agrave test.

The United Nations is now at the crossroads and it is
incumbent upon us, ag we face history and the future,
to know precisely where we stand so that we are not
led astray. ,

118. Before attacking the heart of the matter, how=
ever, I wish, in confirmation of the faiththat our peo-
ple have in the principles of the United Nations, to
declare the following now before all of you.

119. There is no problem which concerns our home=~
land, the United Arab Republic, or which concerns
our nation, the Arab nation, or which relates to the
two continents, Asia and Africa, thirough which the
frontiers of our country extend, or’which relates to
any of the world problems—I say that thereis no such
problem Tor whose solution we are not readyto accept
the Charter of the United Nations and its principles,
the resolutions of the United Nations and its recom-
mendations for a just settlement, with the best of good
will. From this hope in the United Nations, from this
unrestricted readiness to co-operate within its frame=
work, we derive our absolute right fearlessly to con~
front the circumstances that have lately surrounded
the work of the United Nations. We are ingpired with

zeal to this end and with the greatest concern for jtg
good,

120. Four years ago the African continent witnesseq
the end of one era of colonialism, and today it is wit.
nessing a new form of imperialism. The aggressio
on Suez was the end of unmagked imperialism and itg
graveyard. Today we find the Congo presentingus with
masked imperialism, which does not shrink from ex~
ploiting the United Nations itself in order to realizs
its hidden designs and aims. The real meaning of Suey
to liberation movements in Asia and Africa was that
an era had gone forever, an era in which imperialigt
forces were able to possess and mobilize armies and
launch fleets to sirike deadly blows ai the liberation
movements. The Suez war hag proved that the victim
of aggression has its own armies and that freedom
has its supporters everywhere in the world. You your-
selves, in this very hall, are between the arms of
freedom and among its supporters. It is due to ym
and to your efforts, embodying the highest human hopeg
in freedom, that our people were able to withstand
aggression. As a result, the imperialist tide withdrew
from our shores and was defeated. Its defeat marked
the end of armed ambitions, after which it was nec-

-essary for imperialism to look for other means to

achieve its aims. Thus, after Suez we witnessed what
may be called the period of "imperialist vacillation®,
It was a period in which imperialism stood perplexed
in the midst of its designs and ambitions, and the
strongholds of freedom-the various liberation move=-
ments—were able to strengthen themselves. Thus we
witnessed imperialism hesitating between aggression
and retreat. Its ambitions summoned it to strike and
strike boldly; the realities of life told it to refrain,

121. This period of imperialist hesitation was mogt
clearly apparent during the revolt of the people of
Iraq. When this glorious people rose to liberate their
homeland from foreign influence, we saw imperialis 3,
seething in anger, mass its armies and organize its
fleets. When the second hour struck, following the
first hour of anger, we saw imperiahsm awake to the
realities, find itself uncertain, not knowing what to
do with the armies that were gathered and the fleets
that had been sent across oceans.

122. When the recent events in the Congo unfolded,
they showed us how imperialism had tried to benefit
from the lesson of Suez by finding for itself an answer
to its uncertainties. Thus we saw the tide of Belgian
imperialism in the Congo fail to meet with force the
African wave of liberation; on the contrary, we saw
Belgian imperialism confront this liberation movement
not with hesitation but with a quick withdrawal-—or,

‘rather, an outward show of a quick withdrawal.

|
|
\
123. In reality, this apparent imperialist retreatwas
not that retreat represented the real design, but=as
was proved later by events—that it was a manceuvre
to strike at freedom, and to strike at it from behind.
Imperialism thought that the surge of freedom was
but an emotional eruption, which sooner or later was
bound to consummate itself, become exhausted and
die away. !

124. The trial which the courageous people of the
Congo faced—a people whose struggle we uphold and
support—was to prove to imperialism that, if free-
dom with its arms and friends is able to defend itself
against armed aggre«sion, as was the case in Suez
freedom has also its thought, awakening and seli-
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consciousness by which it is able to pierce the mask

of imperialism and destroy the veils behind which

it tries to hide.

125. However, the greater danger that confronts the
people of the Congo, a danger which we ourselves
ghare, is that imperialism is trying to use the United
Nations as a mask to conceal its designs. Thig im-
-;arialist manceuvre today has two victims: the people
of the Congo and the United Nations. It is for the sake
of both, who face the same danger, that we call on all
who believe in freedom and in the United Nations as
the foremost way to the development of human society
to stand together in their defence,

126. The United Nations went to the Congo invited by
the legitimate Government of the Congo, which was
born the same day of independence and was, so to
gpeak, its fruition, entrusied with the realization of
two aims=-to safeguard the independence of the Congo
and to preserve its nationzl unity. The first necessi-
tated the withdrawal of imperialist armies, the second
imposed the necessity of removing the artificial har=-
riers whereby imperialism: and its agents sought to
disrupt the country's unity and divide its people.

127. What happened? Where is the independence of
the Congo? The answer is that imperialism with its
armies and armaments is still in parts of the Congo.
Let us inquire: where is the national unity? The an-
swer is—-an appalling paradox-—-that the legitimate
~ national government of the Congo is unable to function,
while the dissident group, manipulated by imperialism,
alone has a free hand inKatanga.Itis a situation which
is dangerously deteriorating, but the greatest danger
is that all this happened while the flag of the United
Nations wag flying over the Congo. How did it happen?
Who is responsible for ii? These are questions to
which we have the right-—nay, the duty-to answer, not
for the sake of the Congo people alone, bu! also and
equally for the sake of the United Nations and the
honour of its flag.

128, After that, this one last question remains to be
answered: how to face the situation. The answer, in
the opinion of the United Arab Republic, is that matters
should be restored to what they were. Rectification of
the error necessitates that we should re-establish
the situation as it was. If it occurs to any one of us
that the way back is hard to take and that the "fait
accompli® is now the true basis for rectifying the
whole gituation, I shall permit myself, because of our
own experience and the sufferings in our part of the
world, to raise my voice in warning and admonition.
To condone a mistake will most assuredly engender
a series of mistakes, the seeds of error which, if left
to take root~-no matter how small—timewillnot cover
with oblivion.. The seeds will grow bigger and bigger
as the days go by. The passing of a year will add to
. their ramifications and complexity. :

129, In our part of the world, the' Arab East, the
United Nations has forgotten its Charter and disre=-
garded its responsibilities towards the rights of the
people of Palestine.

130. Have the days and the years led to a solution of
ﬁhe problem? Have the peopie of Palestine forgotten
all about their country, their land and their homes?
Did the Arab mation forget the tragedy of the Arab
Deople of Palestine, against whom imperialism con-
Spired—with a mandate from the League of Nations

B

-~taking upon itself to promise to certain groups a
country belonging to another people? Since when have
the motherlands of peoples been the property of the
imperialist, to dispose of arbitrarily and to give to
others?

131. Imperialism has its own logic. The logic of
imperialism, as manifested in its crime against the
people of Palestine, has been to break the geographi~
cal unity of the Arab world, on the one hand, and, on
the other, to create for itself in the very heart of the
Arab world a base from which to threaten the Arab
peoples. I believe no stronger proof of this could be
given than the conspiracy which led to the tripartite
aggression against us in 1956.

132. Have the ‘peoples of the Arab nation accepied
the geographic division imposed on them by imw
perialism?

133. A phenomencn worthy of reflection is that the
drive of Arab unity has extractedits great power from
this aggression; in fact, we find that in its footsteps
came the birth of the United Arab Republic.

134. Have the people of Palestine accepted the loss
of their motherland? Did the Arab nation accept that
loss? It is certain that the determination of the Arab
peoples to restore the Arab rights in Palestine has
since this aggression become one of the major driving
forces in the Arab East.

135. But, now, what is the solution? The only solu-
tion to Palestine, just as it is the only solution to the
Congo, is that matters should be restoredt{onormalcy
and should returr to the condition prevailing before
the error was committed. Inthe Congo, matters should
return to the situation prevalent when the legitimate
government in Leopoldville’' requested the help of the
United Nations and when the United Nations accepted
this request with the object of safeguarding Congolese
unity. As for Palestine, the United Nations hasto bear
its responsibilities towards Palestine and the Arab
people. These things are basic to people who hav

-faced a tragedy unknown in history. ’
'136. This is the only solution to the problem of the

Arab refugees from Palestine. The United Nations
here knows enough about the desperate condition of the
refugees to sketch a sad picture of the darkness that
surrounds one million human beings ousted from their
motherland and their homes and robbed of all their
possessions—or, rather, robbed of their very lives.

137. We do not intend to solicit pity for the Arab
refugees of Palestine, but we demand the restoration
of the full rights of the people of Palestine. We do not
ask for pity for these people.

138. Justification based on acceptance of the "fait
accompli®" is sinful and harmful to principles; should
we accept such a pretext, we would have no right to
pursue the thiefto recover from him what he has stolen
and to make him pay for his crime in accordance with
law, for, once committed, his theft would become a
"fait accompli®. The "fait accompli® whick is not based
on justice and the rule of law ig a perversion which
society must remedy. '

139. One of the extremely important matters is that
the United Nations should not forget itself. It should
not forget its Charter and it should not forget its reso-
lutions. Otherwise, we would be encouraging those
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who t?ied to disregard the United Nations and ignore 147, Today the United Nations should perform ity
its existence. duty. I do not think that we would be exaggerating in

140. We have before us the shocking and flagrant ©OUr demand if we now pressed for the right of the
example of ignoring the United Nations in the policy A~lgerian people to seli-determination based on 5
of France towards Algeria. The French Government plebiscite carricfd out under the supervision and pre-
has hampered every attempt by the United Nationg tection of the United Nations. |

aiming at putting a stop tothe imperialist slaughtering  148. In all that and in other matters, particularly in
in Algeria. This Government imagined that with its the deplorable problem of racial discrimination ang
guns it could change the will of God which made of in the.struggle gf the Arab people in Oman and in the
Algeria part of the African Continent, and made of ifs  protectorates in southern Arabia, the United Nations
people part of the Arab nation. Yet France tries to must recall its existence, so that it may impose itgelf

make of the land of Algeria a geographic extension ag the only concept of peace based on justice.

Fra d of 1 d, d d
ggopll;.nce, and of its people an enslaved, dependent 149. Here I wish tomake two observations concerning

certain aspects of the existence of the United Nations,
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141. Despite all the endeavours of the free Algerian .
Government-which' expresses the determination of thy 150. The first is that we sometimes feel that there
Algerian people and which symbolizes independence is an attemgt on the part of some big Powers to look
for its free people—despite all the endeavours of the UPon the United Nations as a tool they can use inthe
Algerian Government to reach a peaceful solution, all g;)llioYda:g. z:h:;;dUg?tde%eﬁ?gnZi slu:rtiiflili%i ;‘:‘éﬁa %?-W‘f‘-l)l"_ '
" _ wi
these attempts have not reached a positive result. be, and ought to be, discarded. The United Nations
142. In fact, it so happened, at the beginning of 1856, exisis for us all, and by us all. It is not for one coun~
that the Foreign Minister of France passed then try or another; it is not for one bloc against another;
through Cairo, and our talk, of course, was onthe it is not for one camp at the expense of another, Its
war in Algeria; the war at that time was less than a  voice should always be on the side of truth, because
year old. The French Government asked me through truth is freedom, and freedom is the road to peace,
its Foreign Minister tomediate for a peaceful solution. This is one observation.
My answer was that I was ready to mediate to safe- .
guard the rights and avoidbloodshed. Nothing is dearer ~ 191. The other observation relates tothe atmosphere

. which surrounds some of the countries' delegations
:3 ::e:?f;ﬁ: 2111:?;’;111:: (111:13;1 :grﬁ? peace guaranteeing to the present session of the United Nations General

: Assembly. Some of the delegations that came here~
143. At the time, the French Government expressed and, since our delegation was not one of them, we feel
the wish of sending a mission to Cairo to negotiate free to make a remark without any embarrassment—
with the leaders of the Algerian Resistance. I invited have not met with the spirit of understanding and
those leaders to meet in Cairotomeet with the French  tolerance which, in our consideration, should have
mission on its arrival, hoping the attempt might lead heen extended to them. We believe that the United
to 2 glimpse of hope. Unfortunately, the French mis- | Nations is fortunate to be here enioying the hospitality
sion did arrive in Cairo, met the Algerian mission, of the great American people, but we believe equally
and then flew back to France to consult with its Gov=  that it is an honour for the American people to be host
ernment. The Algerian mission waited in Cairo, but to the United Nations.
the French mission never returned until this ve . .
moment. What is more regrettable is that the Freng 162. I felt it my duty to say all I have said of (i‘,he;
Government was awaiting an opportinity, until it suc~ United Nations, of its Charter, of its activities an gt
ceeded in intercepting a civil aircraft flying dver the the circumstances surrounding the Organizaiion, n
gea, among whosc passengers were those leaders,and  With the purpose of criticizing or embarrassing any-

» . £ cern for the United Nations and its
in forcing it toland at one of the airports under French %R but out of con - ‘
control, where thoge leaders were arrested. Charter and because of the full fajithwhichwe rlace in

. it, we who lived with the United Nations threughout
144. If this wish for peace based on justice on the its mosi glorious days during our struggle and fight
Arab Algerian side, or, rather, on the Arab side, had against imperialism, we who consider the co-eperation
met with the good will it deserved, this bitter war extended to us by the United Nations during the diffi-
would not have gone onfor four moreyears. It is real~ cult conditions through which our fatherlard passed
ly deplorable that the French Government persisted to-be one of the brightest hopes for the future of the
in getting up concentration camps and resorted to all  international community, we who have witnessed the
sorts of brutal torture againstthe free menand women United Nations record in our country its greatest
of the Algerian people, in a manner which aroused triumph for its principles and Charter, we who in our
the human conscience all over the world, including country have seen the existence of the United Nations
France itself, emerge as o reality above imperialist ambitions and

145. T 15 bainful that thr Alrertan G ; the interests of the big Powers.

. Itisp e Algerian Government mis- .
sion, when it went recently to Melun in France with  163- Inow pass on to the third reasonfor the impol;l
the hope of negotiating a solution, met only with rude  t2nce We attach to the fifteenth s?ssion of the Gener L
treatment and an attempt to impose conditions. But Assembly, namely, the aggravation of world tensio

: ; he
the mission of the free Alverian G sment did not and of the cold war to an extent unparalleled ginc.et
go to Melun to surrelfder. If wefg:1 'fogv;;ﬁ? "®  end of the Second World War. Our most cherished

; hope is that thig fifteenth session should go downin
146, There is no doubtthatthe war geingon in Algeria  history as the session of peace. This does not mean
~ .today, and for which the Algerian psorls have will= that we believe that the major problems which confront
ingly offered the lives of one million of their sons  our world today, complicated and deep rooted as they
up to now, cannot but end with the triumaph of libexty  are, can be easily solved at meetings held or through l
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discuesions conducted within the short period of time
devoted to this session of the General Assembly. All
we desire—and we would be completely satisfied if
we, in co-operation with others, succeeded in achiev=
‘ing it—is the creation of a more favourable atmos-
phere, and this would be a preliminary step in seeking
golutions to the problems now facing us. This would
pe the first step for the creation of an atmosphere
where reason rather than emotion and the require-
ments of the future rather than the remnants and
complexes of the past should prevail.

154, You all know ihat the United Arab Republic be=
lieves in the policy of non-alignment and adheres to
it as a strict yardstick. I hardly need to repeat the
story of the sacrifices made by our Arab nation to
hold to the policy of non-alignment, animated by our
conviction that it ensures its independence on the one
hand, and is conducive to the preservation of lasting
peace on the other.

155. In spite of all pressure, we refused to become
tools in the cold war. We also spared no efforts to
explain underlying principles of that policy, namely
that peace cannot prevail while the world is divided
up into antagonistic parts orblocs withno link between
them but trenches and barbed wire behind which lie
the weapons of aggression and the arins of death and

- destruction. This policy is based on the belief that
peace prevails only when there is more understanding
among peoples and when fruitful contacts and creative
interrelationship exist on the largest scale possible.
The Bandung Conference of African=Asian peoples is
one of the greatest landmarks on the road of cur na~-
tional struggle in defence of our. principles.

156. This very hall has also witnessed the peak of

our readiness 'to defend these principles, when the

Arab nation stood to repel the armed aggression
against Egypt in the months of October and Novem-
ber 1956, What honoured our struggle and added to
its significance was the support to our cause mani-
fested by the civilized international community repre~
gented by the General Assembly and its stand with us
against aggression. ‘

157. Such is our belief in the policy of non~alignment
ag the road to peace and positive struggle to main-
tain it. With this faith in justice asthe basis of peace,
the United. Arab Republic comés to this session and
participates in its activities with all its energy and
potentialities.

158, I hereby declare bét‘ore you, in the name of the

United Arab Republic and in expression of its thoughts
and conscience, that we believe that the problem of
Pezce and war should be shared by all pecples inag=-
much ag it determines their future aad destiny. The
big Powers do not alone have the right to speak about

peace and war; it is mankind as 2 whole that has the -

final word, having obtained this right through ihe
sacrifices of its different peoples for the sake of civi-
lization and. the promotion of its development, and
its long yearning for security.

159. Thus, when peace is at stake, we do take sides;
ours is the side of peace. If we have any qualification

to attach to this definite position against war, it is

that the peace we aspire to is that based on justice
without discrimination.

160. With this faith deep in our conscience and with

aim in sight we come to this segsion confident

that within the United Nations effective efforts by all
of us should be made for the cause of peace. While
we believe that every effort should be made for the
sake of peace, wherever it maybe, itis our conviction
that the possibiliiies of success are much stronger
within the United Nations than without it. For that

reason we gave our support to the Summit Conference

which was scheduled to open in Paris on 18 May, and
for that reason we sincerely hoped that the Conference
would meet all, or at least part, of our expectations.

161. Though we believe that the era when the big
Powers alone had the power to shape the future is
gone, this had not weakened the importance we at-
tached to the Paris conference or lessened our anti-
cipation of the hopes vested in it. For, in the probiem

- of peace, any effort, whatever its source and whatever
‘its form, provides hope. When the Paris conference

came tio its regrettable ending, ag a result of what
preceded it and of prevailing circumstances, we be-
lieved that we should not allow our hopes for peace
to be destroyed. Infact, we saw inthis blow a new urge
to mobilize all energies for wider and more extended
efforts. The world had no other alternative, and man~
kind was left to doubts and fears, lurking and spying
-3 gituation in which our world is driven without any
guiding light. :

162. We had hoped that the United Nations would fur-
nish the field and the scope for these efforts, for we
believe that the common destiny of the world, should
war break out, imposes, the duty of wider participation
in bearing the responsibility for the maintenance of
peace., No system can provide a wider participation
than this Organization, whichrepresents in its essence
the personification of the peoples' desire for peace,
as. well as the framework which all free peoples have
accepted to govern this desire. Yet, the necessity of
facing the situation sincerely makes it imperative for
us to define clearly that the share of each of us in
shouldering the responsibilit;r has to be determined by
its power and capacity. Thus, the big Powers carry a
greater share of responsihility within their material
possibilities than other nations, although we are all
equal in moral responsibility. If we all hold an equal

‘share of the hope for peace, the big Powers hold the

major keys to this hope.

163. Hope alone cannot, however, easeworldtension;
it cannot eliminate doubts and fears; it cannot remove
lurking military bases and it cannot drown inthe ocean
the nuclear weapons of destruction piled up in the
stores or the atomic warheads of the intercontinental
missiles. If the peace-loving peoples can be the echo
of the conscience ¢f our world, the big Powers may
be considered as the nerves of this world, and on the
soundness of these neryes depends the safety of the
entire universe.
I

164, We cannot imagine that cur posimon here con=
sists of our atipehiment to heps alone, butwand I dc.
believe that in this I do not speak for the United Arab’
Republic alone=-I convey to you also what we under=
stood and felt during the important meetings of the
African and Asian peoples and the conferences they
held at Bandung, Delhi, Caire,, Accra.and Conakry,
in which the peoples of those two great continents

‘reaffirmed their hope in peace and readiness to work

in the service of its cause io the greatesi possible
extent. ‘ - : ‘
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165. OL. Lhis basis, we consider that there are two
practical problems facing our world teday, and it is
there that we can find the real explanation of the events
which are taking place around us. The first problem
is that of disarmament. The second is the sirong drive
towards freedom, whether from the political point of
view or from the equally important economic point of
view. :

166. Regarding the question of disarmament, we find
that there is a preparatory stage which is unavoidable
before we come to the details of the problem and the
solutions thereof. This necessitates the existence,
not only of the desire to solve the problem, but of the
actual will to act for its solution. This will cannot be
achieved before eliminating the features of the sudden
tension which affected the world events after the col-
lapse of the Paris conference.

167. We are of the opinion that non-aligned countries
have a big role to play on this stage. We believe that
the extension of the scope of consultation and contacts
is in itself a pesitive ‘contribution to facing the pre=
vailing strain and tension.

168. We are also of the opinionthat holding such con=-
sultations and contacts ‘within the framework of the
United Nations is an attempt to assure that none of us
would trace for himself a path separate from the
international group. Yet we reiterate that facing the
problem within the framework of the United Nations
does noi absolve the large nations from their great
share of the responsibility; forr the problem of dis-
armament is connected with highly complex scientific
and technical considerations.

169. The big Powers, whose potentialities enabled
them to achieve scientific and technical supremacy,
which in its turn enabled them to produce nuclear
weapons, are more able than others tofind the effective
means of removing the danger thatthreatens the world
‘and, thanks to these potentialities, to shift the nuclear
energy from the field of destruction to the peaceful
sphere, where it becomes a driving power for progress
towards unlimited horizons, 'where God has revealed
to us the secrets of the universe.

170. Thus, on our part, we~~the non~-aligned nationg~
are entitled to make the call for peace. We can bridge
the gap separating the distant parts with a view to
achieving peaceful coexistence among the nations of
different social beliefs, and we can contribute to the
creation of the atmosphere that helps ease thetension
and brings tranquillity to the peoples of the world.
' Subsequently, we cannot hesitate to participate inlay-
ing down general rules which can lead us to fruitful
results. We cannot help calling for the removal of
military bases. We cannot help demanding that an end
be put to the nuclear weapone tests and that the big
‘Powers get rid of the huge piles of nuclear weapons
stored in their storage areas. We cannot help urging
the establishment of a system of controls conducive
to tranquillity and security. We cannot help calling
for a continuocus reduction of the armaments budgets.
Then there remains the duty of thebig Powers to seek
the technical and practical solutions to the problems
emanating from the scientific supremacy-a duty that
must be performed here at the United Nations.

171, There is no doubt that in the presence. of this.

large number of Heads of State and world leaders now

assembled in this hall lies an opportunity which is

- and glorious

difficult to repeat, an opportunity for the sake of peace.
I do not think our peoples would ever forgive us if we
allowed this opportunity to pass without mobilizing
our thoughts and our energ‘ies in a way that ensures -
benefits from it.

172. You have heard here the words of Mr. Dwi ght
D. Eisenhower, President of the United States of
America, who said that his country was readyto enter -
into negotiations for disarmament. You have also heard
the same words by Mr. Nikita Khrushchev, Premier
of the Soviet Union. I wonder why, after those two
leaders whom our peoples hold in high respect and
esteem have expressed this desire, we are waiting to
ask them immediately to émbark without deiay on what
they have put before the General Assembly. Wethere-
fore suggest that.the General Assembly recommend
that the two great leaders should, under the standard
of the United Nations, meet either by themselves or
with whoever may be selected among those who are
present here in order fer them all to set up, under
the aegis of the United Nations, guiding rules for a
new attempt toward disarmament.

173. There remains then the proplem of the great
drive towards freedom, particularly economic inde- .
pendence. We see, and you can see withus, those free
drives going on in Africa, in Asia and in
Latin America.

174. We have butto observethis encouraging increase
in the number of States Members of the United Nations.
While only forty-eight nations participated in the first
session of the General Assembly, we find almost a
hundred nations represented here today. We do not
doubt, as we see the remnants of imperialism zireat=-
ing everywhere before the march of the peoples look~
ing forward to liberty, that the scope of the United
Nations will inciease and strengthen and that the next
few'years will bring with them new flags representing
new victories in the sphere of political freedom. We
can, however, observe from now that this great ex-
pected development will not completely solve the prob-
lem of the drive for freedom; we might even say that,
if the matter is not dealt with in a spirit of conscious
appreciation, the problem of the drive for freedom
will grow in dimension as a result of the struggle be~
hind it and of the pull and clash of forces latent in it.

175. Those peoples who have cbtained their political
freedom or who expect to gain it in the near future
look forward fo economic independence and are pre-
paring to fight for it. These newly independent nations
are firmly convinced that, if they do not obtain their
economic independence, they will not find the sound
basis upon which they can preserve their political
freedom. Much of what goes on in Africa, Asia and
Latin America today—the acute agpects of which may
astonish many of us here--constitutes in fact some
features of that drive towards economic liberation.
The newly independent peoples are convincedthattrue
freedom lies in reaching a higher standard of living
for their sons. The newly independent peoples~-and
this I must state here frankly—are hastening their
steps along the road to economic development, and
they feel that they cannot affordtowaste any time after
a long period of lagging behind.

176. Some may believe that haste leads to error.
Yet, if we admitted this, we should be making a greater

‘error—we should be overlooking the mature of cir-

cumstances. The nature of the circumstances inwhich
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we live today makes. a long wait unbearable. Scientific
‘progress is probably the first aspect of the present
circumstances. Any farmer in our country, from
the extreme south in Aswan to the extreme north in
Kamechlieh, for example, may, by means of rad’oand
the Press, observe the high standard of living of the
ordinary United States citizen, or he may observe the
magnificent achievements performed by the people of
the Soviet Union. If this farmer should compare his
condition with that of others, he would feel a surge in
his breast urging him to raise his standard of livihg
to the level enjoyed by others. Our peoples may be
told that patience is necessary and that other nations
had to have it, but allow me to state here that any
generation's capacity to endure patience is measured
according to the circumstances of that generation, and
not according to the circumstances of others. Those
who had the patience to endure crossing the gea in
small boats directed by the winds differed completely
from those who are sble tocross it now in a few hours
by jet aircraft.

177. Thege are not mere words. This is atrue picture
of our times. Our péople felt that they had missed the
era of steam and the era of electricity, and they feel
that they are almost missing the era of atomic energy
with all its unlimited potentialities. Hence the people's
determination to achieve their economic independence;
hence their resolute drive in the fields of agricultural
and industrial development and of social equality, If
we find that the United Nations has a big role to play
in promoting this development, we must declare inall
honesty that nations looking forward to economic in=
dependence will not wait. They will accept every as=-
gistance given to them through the United Nations, and
they will not. hegitate to accept any unconditional aid
offered to them outside the United Nations. They will
set forth on every step which they can take, They will
eliminate with determination everybarrier that stands
between them and-their aim,whilethey willbe grateful
for every assistance which brings them nearertotheir
goal. They believe sincerely that in a closer approach
to their aim lies their road, as well as other people’s
road, to peace,

178. In this resolute, historic drive will be fsund
a true interpretation of the striking movements in
Africa, Asia and Latin America; and it ie in the light
of this alone that the real meaning appears of the
revolutions which break out in the various ccuntries
on these coniinents. This is the explanation of the
revolution towards large-scale industrialization. This
is the true explanation of the revolution against the
social injusticeg inherited by our peoples from the
age of feudalism. This is the explanation of the revo~
lution against the policy of spheres of influence. This
is the explanation of the revolution against the attempts
at imperialist exploitation and monopoly and attemnts
at arbitrary conirol over the prices of raw material,
which aim at hampering the development of the coun-
tries producing those materials and keeping them as
mere storage areas in a manner inconsistent with the
practice of the farmers, and offering a price amounting
to no more than a small percentage of the loans and
aid offered to them. '

179. We do hope that the United Nations will be able

to fulfil the mission of advancing economic independ-
- ence gide by side with political freedom. We conceive
of disarmament as a far-reaching revolution in this
field if the budgets which are marked for armaments,

or fractions of them, are directed towards the indus-
trial and agricultural development of the countries
which are eager to achieve their economic independ-
ence, - o

180. I hope equaliy that we may become aware of

the fact that here there is no such thing as under~
developed peoples and advanced nations, Rather there
are peoples who have had the chance tolearn and oth~
ers who have been denied this opportunity by force
and oppression; peoples who took the test and reacted
to it, and peoples who were denied the chance to test
their capacities or discover their potentialities and
to withstand the trial of life,

181. We used to be told that we had no right to de=
mand the restoration of the Suez Canal from all as=-
pectip=~because, they said, the administration of the
Canal was a most complicated problem, and because
our men, whatever their standard of education and
technical knowledge, would not be able io shoulder the
responsibilities of administering the Suez Canalbefore
a period of fifty years had elapsed.

182. Now you all know that the Suez Canalunder Arab

‘administration performs its role in the.service of

world economy more ably and efiiciently than was the
case before its restoration to the people whodug it as
a waterway for the advancement and prosperity of the
world. We faced the test of our development and re-
acted to it. We have proved that, in spite of all the
difficulties we faced and in spite of what we had to
face through trial and error, the average yearly rev-
enue of the individual in the Egyptian region of the
United Arab Republic has increased by 70 per cent
in the course of seven years following the achieve~
ment of our freedom.

183. I have endeavoured not to allow our precccupa-
tion with our ownproblems todivert our attention from
the grave international problems. If I have referred

- to some of our problems without embarking onthe de-

tails, it is because I tried to confine my approach to
the general aspect that relates those causes o peace
and to the United Nations. It is obvious, however, that
we believe that serving peace in its world context is
in fact serving our own cause.

184. We believe also that the supremacy of the United
Nations means the supremacy of principles and the
triumph of law and justice over the dreams of conquest
and domination. We believe that the spirit of peace
based on justice provides the most favourable atmos=-
phere for our country to promote its development and
for paving the way for the fulfilment of its hopes for
rebuilding our society on a new basis. You all know
that a national revolutionary current sweeps our coun=
try today; or, in fact, our country, the United Arab
Republic, is living three revolutions running side by
side, ‘ '

185, First, a political revolution made itself felt in
resisting imperialism in its various stages, from the
time it was overt in the shape of occupying forces till

the days when it hid itself behind military pacts, in

which we saw nothing but an attempt at subjugating
us to the policy of zones of influence.

186, Second, a social revolution manifests itself
in resisting feudalism and monopoly. In its devoted
task for increased producticn with a view to raise=
ing the standard of living and affording equal op=~
portunities to all citizens—in compliance with the
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implementation of which a ten=year plan to double the
national income has staried in both regions of the
United Arab Republic=this revolution is but an aspect
of the unwavering effort and the determiaation of our
people to build their country.

187. Third, an Arab yevolution found expression in
resisting artificial dissension and the material and
nroral obstacles set up by those who tried to rule our
country by the well known Machiavellian method of

*divide and rule®.'We declare that we believe in the
unity of our nation. The Arab nation was always char=.
acterized by the unity of language, and the unity of

language is the unity of thought. The Arab nation was
‘always characterized by the unity of history, and the
unity of history is the umily of conscience, We eannot
find another basis of naiionalism stronger and more
gtable thun this. It is not by pure hazard that the
Arab nations which obtained their independence stipu~
lated in the post=independence constitution that their

"peopie are parti of the Arab nation®. Moreover, it is.

not merely an emotional reaction that the Arab peo=

ples sincerely believe that any aggression againstone-

of them is an aggression against them all; and that

there was no trial that faced the Arab nation without

its becoming one strong front to meet it. The birth of
the United Arab Republic is the biggest symbol of the
faith of the Arab peoples in Arab nationalism and in
Arab unity. ' ,

188. We believe that conscious development which is
based on the call for peace andwhichrelies on setting
examples through creative and positive work is our
path to this unity, in which we have faith.

189. If what you have heard in the echo of events in
our part of the world has caused you to wonder, may
I take this opportunity to declare here before you that
that echo emanates not from the flowing tide of Axab
nationalism but {rom those who oppose this tide or
try to change its course, It is the noise of the arti-
ficial barriers as they are being destroyed, it is the
sound of illusory borders imposed by imperialism as
they ccllapse. It is the voice of the remnants of re=-
‘action, feudalism and exploitation as they try in their
- desperate retreat to check the resolute develepment.
‘What we and you hear is the voice of history charting
its course and remedyingthe errors committed against
logic, nature, and truth.

190. These are the three revolutions of our nation..

In fact they all make up one revolution which aspires
to freedom in all its forms, political, social and na~
tional, and considers its attainment ahighideal worthy
. of all sacrifices.

191. The time has come for me toleavethis rostrum

and to give to others among my colleagues the chance
to participate in the discussion of the problems facing
. us today with a view to reaching solutions tc them.

192. I I may propose solutionstothe problems facing
us, the best I can do is to tell you the thoughts we had
at the Bandung Conference. In April 1955, tweniy-nine
African-Agian States met at Bandung and discussed
the world problems of the time. It is regrettable that
they happen to be the same problems still facing us
today after five years, with sorae differences in detail.
Regarding the general basic rules that should govern
the development of our peaceful society,the Conference
declared two important principles: full support of the
fundamental principles c¢f human rightis, as set forth

in the Charter of the United Nations andthe Univergal |
Declaration of Human Rights, foremost among which |
is the right to self-determination; full equality among
peopleg of all races and colour, considering that racia]
discrimination is a denial of the fundamental valueg
of civilization and. a disregard of the dignity of man,

193. With regard to colonial problems the Corference
declared four steps that should be taken: first, that
colonialism in all its manifestations is an evil which
should speedily be brought to an end; second, that the
subjection of peoples to alien domination and foreign
exploitation constitutes a denial of fundamental human
rights, is contrary to the Charter ofthe United Nationg
and is an impediment to the promotion of world peace
and co-operation; third, that it was necessary to give
full support to the causes of freedem and independence
for all suck peoples; fourth, that it was necessary to
call upon the Powers concerned to grant freedom ar:i

independence to all such peoples.

194. Regarding world peace and its consolidation, the
Conference declared iwo outstanding principles for
achieving peace: first, that membershipin the United
Nations should be open to all States; and second, the
necesgity for disarmament and the prohibition of the
production and testing of nuclear and thermonuclear
weapons. :

195. Regarding the promotion of world peace andco~-
operation, the Conference adopted the following three
principles: first, that the problem of peace is the
problem of international security, and that the best
way of facing it is through the United Nations; second,

- that there is an urgent necessity for promoting social

development and raising the standards of living, par-
ticularly as regards Asia and Africa; the direction
of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes can solve the
problem of development and progress in the countries
that look forward to them; third, that the establishment
of peace and freedom from mistrust and fear calls
upor: naticns to practise tolerance and fo livetogether

“in peace.

196. To define the framework of this peaceful co-
existence, the Conference laid down a draft of the
moral rules that can governthe relations amongStates.
These principles and rules io which I have referred
were approved by twenty-nine States Members of the
United Nations which participated in the activities
of the Bandung Conference. Webelieve that these prin-
ciples have gained much wider support and can be the
basis for humanity's progress towards peace, freedom
and prosperity for all mankind, without discrimination
as to race, colour, country or religion. The real sig=-
nificance of these principles does not lie in the mili~

tary might of thooe who have adopted them, nor in:

the atomic weapons they possesg; these principles
are inspired rather by their experience alone and their
hopes for themselves and for others. :

. 197. The General Assembly should adopt these prin-

ciples and rules as an expression of the unanimous
will of all the peoples of the world. Five years have
slapsed since the time of the Bandung Conference and
its principles need to be sanctioned by the United
Nations. The time has come when the aspirations and
rights of the peoples should move from the world of
theory to the world of reality. Allthe struggling nations
today are ready for freedom; they are readyto shoul-
der their ‘responsibilities and they are ready to co-

w
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operate on the largest possible scale with a view to  fears and suspense. A miscalculation by any party
consolidating this freedom. can in minutes destroy the greatest and most beauti-
ful achievements of mankind throughout its long and

198. What increases tisburden of our responsibilities glorious struggle.

here is the fact that the situation we are facing is
dangerous, the problems that surround it are complex
and the atmosphere in which we live is one of doubts, The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.
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