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REPOR'l' OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE
(A/4343) (concluded)

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): Be
fore taking up items 37, 38, 41 and 40 dealing with
reports of the Fourth Committee, I wish to inform
the Assembly that, in connexion with resolution VII
adopted by the Assembly this morning [855th meet
ing] e..nd entitled "General questions relating to the
transmission and examination of information", the
Fourth·· Committee, acting on behalf of the Assembly,
has elected the following six States as members of .
the Special Committee: the Netherlands, the· United
Kingdom and the United States as States transmitting
information under Article 73 e of the Charter, and
India, Mexico and Morocco as non-administering
Members. If there are no objections, I shall assume
that the Assembly confirms these elections\~stablish-
ing the membership of the Special Committee.

It was so decided.
Decision concerning the procedure of tho meeHng

In accordance with rule 68 ofth~rules ofprocedure,
it was decided not to dis~cuss the !report of the Fourth
Committee. I.

'180 *Resumed from the 855th meeting.

753

'158

'153
753

'154

'154

'154

Pa'ge

CONTENTS

FOU'RTEENTH SESSION

,Official Records

United Nations

G'ENERAL~

;ASSEMBLY
, "

Agenda item 36:
, Information from Non-Self-Governing Terri

tories, transmitted under Article '13 e of the
Charter: reports t;)f the Secretary-General
and of the Committee on Information froin
Non-Self-Governing Territories (con
cluded).'

(§J Progress aohieved by the Non-Self
Governing Territories In pursuance of
Chapter' XI of the Charter;

(J;) Information on eduoationsl conditions,'
(f)) Information on other oonditions:
(!J.) General questions relating to the trans

mission and examination of information:
(§) Report of the Seoretary-General on new

developments oonnected with the associa
tion 0..' Non-Self-Governing Territories
with the E'uropean Eoonomic Community;

(f.) Offers of study and t:rainingfaoilities under
resolution 845 (1r:;~ ~ 22 November 1954:
report of the Seo.tetary-Gener;91
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AGENDA ITEM 41

AGENDA ITE M 37

~Iection to fili vacancie$ in the Committee on Information
from NOrA.Self.Governing Territories

the future of the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under
United Kingdom administration (concluded):**

@ Report of the United Nations Plebisciie Commis3ioner
on the plebiscite in the northern part of the Territory and
report of the Trusteeship Council '

AGENDA ITEM 38

Question of South West Africa (concluded):*
(d) Election of three mtttmber-s of the Committee

West Africa

REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/4344)

2. The PRESIDENT (translated from Jpanish): The
Fourth Committee, acting on behalf of the Assembly,
has elected Argentina and Ceylon as members of the
Committee on Informatlon from Non-Self-Governing
Territories. If there are n~ objections, I shall assume
that the Assembly confirms these elections.

It was so decided.

'" Resumed from the 838th ITh~eting.

.••Resumed from the 829th mee~tng.

REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE
. (A/4272/Add.1)

3. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
Fourth Committee reports that, by secret ballot, it
has elected Denmark and re-elected Brazil and
Ethiopia to fill the. vacancies on the Committee on
South West Africa and it recommends, that the Generai
Assembly appoint these members to serve on that
Oommittee as from 1 January 196fl. If there are no
objections, I shall assume that the Assembly adopts
the recommendation of the Fourth Committee.

It w~s so deoided.

7. The .voting took place on 7 November 1959" and the
report of the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner,

REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/4348)

4. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
Ass~mbly has before it a note by the Secretary
General [A/4349] on the financial implications of the
draft resolutio::l recommended by the Fourth Com
mi~ee in its report [A/4348].

50 Mr. KENNEDY (Ireland), Rapporteur ofthe Fourth
Committee: I have the honour to present the repart of
the Fourth Committee [A/4348] on th;1 future of the
northern part of the TI1ASt Territory.oftheCamerooDS
under United Kingdom administration.

6. It may be recalled that in accordance with resolu
tion 1350 (xm), a plebiscite was to be held in the
northern part of the Trust Territory of the Came
roons under United Kingdom administration. In this
plebiscite, the people were to be asked to choose be
tween becomir.g part of the northern region ofNigeria
when Nigeria becomes indepandent, or deciding their
future at a later date.

"'-'f!'~''';fr''""'"'",£<"€"~",._i;'==~::~::';~::::;::=;::::=;':=::,'"""'~!"itt.,",,r'<T"" "'''¥~~~~J!'>~J:+
, -

Mr. Djalal Abdoh of IrWl, revealed that ina plebiscite
conducted by the A~nistering Authority with ef
ficiency and impartiality, 62 per cent of those voting
opted for the seoond Blternativ-e. This result, though
unexpected, confirmed the wisdom of the General
Assembly in arranging for the plebiscite. It, however,
neoessitated an effort by members of the Fourth
Committee to interpret what had been the motives of
the inhabitants of the Northern Cameroons in arriving
at their decision. In this respect, the judgement of the
Plebiscite Commi~sioner to the effect that dissatis
factio¥! with the exis~lng system of local government
in the Northern Cameroons may have been an im- '
portant' '.'ause of the majority voting in favour of
postponing a decision on the futu.r.e of the Northern
Cameroons was duly taken into consideration by the
members of the Committee.. . .,
8. In a draft resolution unanimously adopted by the

on South Fourth Committee, it is recommended that theneces
sary measures should be tak~n without delay for the
further decentralizp;tion of governmental functions and
for the effective demlJcratization of local government
as well as for the separatlon of thf! administratio:r, of
the Northern Cameroons from that of Nigeria by
1 October 1960. Whether that separation would be
permanent or not would depend on the outcome of a
further plebiscite which the Committoe has recom-

'. I

mende~ to be held llot later thanthe end of March 1961,
in whlch the voters would be asked to choose between
joining the independent republic of the Cameroons or
the independept Federation of Nigeria.

9. I am pleased to report that, in the Fourth Com
mittee, there was agreament that in the second
plebiscite, unlike the first one, women would have the
right to vote. There would thus be in all respects a
conformity between this plebiscite and the one which
the General Assembly decided earlier in this session
[resolution 1352 (XIV)] to hold iii the southern part
of the Cameroons under United Kingdom adminis-
tration. . .

10. In addition, the draft resolution pays a well de-
served tribute to the United Nations Plebiscite Com
missioner and his staff who operated efficientlyunder
unusually arduous ('onditions. I am sure that I would
be voicing the feelings of the Fourth Committee in
expressing our confidence that Mr. Abdoh and his
staff will carry out the next plebiscite in the northern
part of the Cameroons under United Kingdom adminis
tration with the same exemplary efficiency.

11. Since the draft resolution 'provides for the es
tablishment of democratic institutions among the
peoples of the Northern Cameroons and for a free and
considered choice as to their future status., I have
much pleasure in introducing it to the~ General
Assembly.
12. The PRESIDENT (trSDglated from Spsmtsh): The
Fourth Committee unanimously adopted the draft
resolution contained in' its report [A/4M8]. Conse
quently, if there are nO objections, I shall assume
that it is also unanimously adopted by the General
Assembly.

The draft resolution was adopted unanimously.

13. 'The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanieh): I
wish to take this opportunity of expressing· to HiS
ExcellencY' Mr. Djala1 Abdoh the Assembly's best
wishes i,n the discharge of his impo:i.'tant re
sponsibilities"



REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE (A/4350)

19. Mr. KENNEDY (Ireland), Rapporteur of the
Fourth Committee: I now have the honour to prasent
to the General Assembly the report of the Fourth
Committee on the question of the frontier -between
the Trust Territory of Somali1and and Ethiopia
[A/4350] •

20. It has been a matter of regret to me and: I be
lieve, to all other members of the Com:.:nittee thai; the
procedure recommended in General Assembly resolu
tion 1345 (XIn) has not led to an agreed solution to
the question of the delimitation of the frontier, which
has become even more ur.gent inview ofthe resolution
recently adopted by the General Assembly in ac
cordance with which Somalia will become an inde
pendent State on 1 July 1960 [resolution 1418 (XIV» •
A suggestion for the demarcation of the provisional

i..
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14. Sir A~drew COHEN (United Kingdom): I should administrative line without prejudice to the ~ights-
like on this occasion, on behalf of the United Kingdom of the parties concerned was considered in the Com
delegation and, in particular, on behalf of my friends mittee., but, because the parties concerned were
from the Northern Cameroons and Nigeria who are unable to reach a definitive agreement before the
here, to express our appreciation of the action taken Committee was obliged to terminate its work; no
by the General Assembly with regard to the Northern formal proposal to that effect was submitted to the
Cameroons. ' Gener~l Assembly. I am confident of spealdng for the

, ~,Committee in expressing the urgent wish that the
15, This ,matter came up very la~e in our agenda and parties concerned may be in a position to agree to
we were ~ndeed ~ortunate, in spIte of the very short this or some other procedure for the delimitation of
tim,e aV31lable smce ~he plebiscite, to have a most the frontier, if possible' during the course of this
luc~d an~ ~omprehenslvereport fro,m Mr. Abooh, the plenary llleeting of the General Assembly, or, if not,
UnIted Nations Plebiscite Commissloner [A/4314 and 'well before the date of independence of Somalia on
Add.l]. 1 July 1960.
16. Some very complicated issuer, were before the. , . 1 -
"ii' rth C mittee in regard to this plebiscite and 21. I beheve I would also be vOlclng the feeling of

•. ou om - . 'the Fourth Committee in expressing a well-deserved
when we .started our discussions, not all these issues tribute to those representatives who have worked so
we~e entirely.without controversy. But thanks to the hard in the Committee in the hope of reaching an
assJi.stance which we and t~e people of t"J.e Nor~hern agreement. In particular, I should like to mention the
~ameroons through u~ recelvedfro~ourmanyfrl?nds patient and sustained eff'Jrts made by the repre
1D the ~ourth,Committee, ,both inslde t?e Co~mlttee sentatives of Japan' and New Zealand to arrive at an
and in discUSSlOns outside l~, the Commlttee was a?l~ ~OTeed draft which would be acceptable tobothparties
the other ~ay to adop~ unanImously a draft reso~u,tlOn and which might have enabled the United Nations -to
0:n the subject. ~swJ}1 be a great source of gratiflCa-serve once more as a forum for the peaceful solution
tlOn to the Umted Kingdom Government and to the of international political problems. .
people of the Northern CamerooM and to the Govern... . -
ment and people 01 Nigeria, who' are very much in... 22. Mr. ORTONA (Italy): In connexion with the re
terested in the question. . port of the Fourth Committee on the question of the
17. This draft resolution-I need not go into detall- front~6.i. between Somaliland and Ethiopia [A/4350] , I
_ " . . feel lt my duty to ask for the floor as representative
w111 undoubtedly h~lp the p~ople of the No;thern of the country which has admimstered the Trust
Cameroons forw~rd to the attait;mle~t of the ')bJec~ve Territory of SomaUland under United Nations trustee
of the Trusteeship Syste~, ~amelymdependence m a ship for the last nine years. It was only a week ago
vary short. time I? assoclatlOn with on,e or the other that I took the floor to underline the auspicious adop-'
of the nelghbourmg co~tries, It wIll also help, tion of a resolution by which the General Assembly
tO~J~ther wi~ the:; resolu~lOD_ which y;e adopted at ~~ had agreed on an advanced date for the independence
b'~'b,nning of .tlus.. ~eSS1?n regarding the SQuthern of Somalia. It was a. happy occ~ion for congratulating .
C~eroons [I eSO.Lut.>~:)D 1352 (XIV)], to solve the ourselves with the new country on the threshold of
varIOUS p,rac~ical and legal p:oblems ?onnected with attaining its inde endence.
the termmation of Trusteeship for this Trust Ter". P
ritory.· 23. Unfortunately, these last se~-en days have not

18 I ld l'k ai t h ful brought forth similar success, byway of a resolution
• WOU 1 e ag n 0 say ow very grate we of this Assembly on thecomplexquestioD. of th~

are to all ~ose wh~ helped with co-operation, advi~e frontier between S'oma1iland and Ethiopia. It is on the
and diecus~lOn in the work w,mch led up to the unam- lack of a resolution that I would like this Assem.bly
mollS adoptwn of this resolution. to allow me to-elaborate briefly.

AGE NDA JTEM '40 24.. First, I would like to point out that the ItaUan
delegation, as was stated last night in the Fourth

Question ofthe fronti el' between the Trust Territory of SomaIi • Committee [100lI:Jt meeting), has deeply appreciated
land under Italian administra~ion and Ethiopia: repQrts of and is very grateful for the untiring efforts of some
th~ Governments of Ethiopia and of Italy delegations, in particular the Japanese and the New

Zealand delegations, which have tried to br!ng about
some concrete results in the way of a resolution. We
know, and the Somali representativeI:J also mow, that
these efforts have been bent towell-meaningpurpnses
and conciliatory objectives•.

25. All delegations are certainly aware also of all
the endeavours which, with the valuable support and
assistance of the, General Assembly, have been made
during recent years to reach a final, just and equitable
solution, to use the words of one of the resolutions
adopted by the' Assembly.

26. There is no doubt that the Somali representatives.
had hoped that our debate might achieve some fruitful
result. And this is more than understandable. Here
we .have a young country which, in spite of the
substantive steps it has taken and the progress it has
achieved, is beset, like every young countryt by un
certainties and anxieties. Here is a country which
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Sir Pierson Dixon (llnitedKingdom), Vice-President,
took the Chair.

34. Mr. ALEMAYEHOU (Ethiopia): I come to this
rostrum with mixed feelings concerning the final
report of the Fourth Committee [A/4350] on the
question of the delimitlltion of. the frontier between
Ethiopia and the Trust Territory of SCJmaliland,
which, happily will so soon become the iudependent
Stp.te of Somalia and tak~~ it/3 /3eat in the Assembly
at its fifteenth session. I d<.\, of course, greatly regret
that, in spite of the best efforts of my colleagues in
.i;he Committee, and particularly the representatives
of Japan and of New Zealand whose effort/3 and
~()rmulae Ethiopia was prepared to accept, and in
spite of the effort of our otner friends., an agreed
draft resolution was not forthcoming. The invaluable
collabo:ration and assistance of qw: oolleagues in the
Fourth Committee, who have g'iyen 30 much of their
time and energy during the last wl~ek tt the extensive
efforts to reach agreement on a dt'aft resolution, are
deeply appreciated by the delegation and Gover:um.ent
of Ethiopia.

35. In the circumstances, there being no draft resolu·..
tion adopted by the Fourth Committee, Iwouldventure
to assess very briefly the reasons for' the failure to
achieve agreement. Might I emph asize 'that, notwith
standing past obstacles, a final and st.able solution
has always been the basic objective of my Govern
ment from the inception of the matter i;n the General
Assembly; the persistence of my delegathm in seeking
to achieve those objectives is the best proof and
testimony of our attitude.

36. As in the case of so many other frontiers
throughout the world which have remainedfor decades
undelimited on the ground, Ethiopia's persistent
efforts over the years to achieve a final delimitation
of its frontier with Somaliland have been constantly
opposed.

37. From the very moment when the United Nations
became interested in the question, Ethiopia drew the
attention of the General Assembly to its firm de/3ire
to achieve the earliest possible .delimitation of the
frontier of the Trust Territory. If, at that time, the
United Nations did not take up the question, the fault
was certainly not Ethiopia's any more than it is today,
ten years later, when, notwithstanding Ethiopia's
efforts, an agreed solution could not be ach1.~ved.

33. May I \i)onclude by saying, on behalf ofthe Somali
delegation also, that Somalia is deeply grateful to the
United Nations to which it owes its independence and
that it has complete confidence that that Organization
will provfde the new State with inspiring advice and
untiring help in the future. As we have confidence
that the Members of this Organization will constantly
give to Somali::.\ 'th,eir moral support, we have no,
doubt, knOWing at, we do the Somali people, that they
will face this new respo~ibility and the heavy burden
which accompanies it with great courage and dignity
in the years to com.~~.

30. I 1000W that this regret is shared by the Fourth
Committee. However, I should also like to point out
that, in spite of their negative results, the debates
which have taken place in the Fourth Committee
might themselves present some positive features.~ in
the sense that they might increase the will of Somalia
and Ethiopia to pursue their efforts through any kind
of negotiation and with the help of any other in
strumentality which might be called upon to give a
hand in the matter for the solution of the frontier
problem. I know that I express the sentiments of the
Somali Government and the Somali people when I say
that they hope to reach a mutually satisfactory solu
tion with Ethiopia in the development 01~ friendly rela
tions with that neighbouring country.

31. Moreover, we have two other fe~tures to take
into account: first, the fact that the debates ,in the
::Fourth Committee have developed in a moderate tone
and have left no grudge an<;l no bitterness; secondly,
that fact that the Secretary-General's forthcoming
trip to Africa will include calls both at Mogadiscio
and at Addis Ababa.

32. In view of all this I think that, in spite of the
apparently sterile results of the formal debates, it is
only fitting to express the confidence that a basis is
still there for the United Nations to continue to lend

. , .. .,),
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-;ngly hoped :that the attainment of its independence its assis~ance in order that the new country.of Somalia
could be dovetailed with the solution or at least with may fl~itfully devote itself to the development of its
the effective prerequisites of a soluUon, of tbe most democl'atic ins·tttutions and to the welfare. of its
thorny problem that any territory canface, thatis. the people, free from any problem orworry ofan e>t.1ernal
problem of its frontier which means the problem of nature. 'We are sure that the Ethiopian Government
the limits withinwhich itcan exercise its sovereignty- and people will lend a responsive ear to these aspira
the more so because many years of negotiations had tions and \expectations of their friendly neighbour.
been spent in vain, without the attainment of any
results.

27. It is undeniable that the absence of a definite
frontier in a long str.etch of territory covering about
500 miles would be \11 very serious problem for any
country. Moreover, ih this case we have an unsettled
border with. extremely mobile· populations and with
conflicting claims.. All this cannot fail to produce
difficulties and uncertainties.

28. We know and we have heard repeatedly of the
friencUy feelings of the Ethiopian people towards the
,Somali people and of the intention of the Ethiopian
Government of establishing the bestpossible relation
ship with Somalia. It is not because we have any doubt
about it that we have made reference to the above
mentioned concern felt by the Somali Government.
What we have been trying to convey in the meetings of
the Fourth Committee, andagainhereintheAssembly,
is that, because of the complexity ofthe frontier prob
lem, it is only too natural that the Somali repre-.
sentatives regret the unfruitful conclusion of the de
bate and the fact that, failing previous agreements
between the parties, no resolution has emerged from
It. This is all the more natural inasmuch as the
procedures provided for in General Assembly resolu
tion 392 (V) have been thoroughly tested without the
attainment of any of the expected results.

29. In sum, it is a fact that, whatever may have been
the circumstances and the causes of it, the long
standing expectation of the Somali people could not be
satiafied, whereas on the question of the frontier,
Somaliland .has felt and still feels it necessary to
reach a solution so that it may devote itself entirely
to' its inte:rnal social and economic problems.
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38. During this ten-year period, Ethiopia, in imple
mentation of the basic' reSolution cn the question
[resolution 392 (V)], pressed for an immediate and
agreed settlement of' the delimitation of the frontier.
How~ver, that procedure of an immediately agreed
settlement on any basis waa refu~ed, as indeed would
appear to be the case today. On the contrary, it was
insisted that negotiations should be entered v,po;n in
stead. When we agreed to follow the slower, course of
negotiations, we .were almost as promptly uonfronted
with attempts and then demands for terminating those
negotiations, even though; it was admitted, they had
just started. .

39. When the negotiations, pl1rsued only at the in
sistenoe of Ethiopia and because of the unanimous de
cision of the United Nations, were nevertheless t~r

minated at the insistence of the other side, it was
again Ethiopia alone which pressed for some pro
cedure that would enable the parties to cut to the
heart of the matter so as to resolve the differences
which those negotiations h~drevealed.Ethiopia's in
sistenoe was 'at last rewarded by the Gen~ral

Assembly's unanimous recommendation that the par
ties have reoourse to the procedure of arbitration
[resolution 1213 (XII)]. Moreover, in order to accom
moc!ate the wishes of the other side, Ethiopia agreed
to the proposal that the parties avail themselves of
the assistance of an independent person in their nego
tiations on the terms of reference. However, for the
appointment of such independent person on which
Italy had insisted so strongly, Ethiopia promptly pro
posed ten candidates, all from neutral countries, and
Italy rejected them. As for the negotiations on the
terms of reference as such, I needperhaps only invite
the attention of my colleagues to the fundamental sup
port of the position adopted by Ethiopia, as revealed
in the proposals of the independent person.
40. But, be that as it maY,itnowemerges from those
n,egotiations that Ethiopia was confronted with a re
fusal to allow the tribunal to resolve the difference$
or 0ven to deal with the problems as posed by the
basic resolution of the General Assembly in this
matter, resolution 392 (V). In fac~, Ethiopia was told
that t..'I1e negotiatioml and, indeed, even the language
of the resolution should be ignored, 9.8 well as resolu
tions 1213 (XU) and 1345 (XIII) proposing arbitration,
since thf1 other party insisted that.only its views as to
the nature and object of the arbitration cuuld be
followed. Thosd views included the claim that the other
party could, without the consent of EtrJopia, determine
the latter's national territory and bound~.!.·ies by
agreements concluded, llot with, but against, Ethiopia.

.41. Finally, this resistance to arbitration itself is
revealed by the rejection today of Ethiopia's recent
acceptanoe of the d~sinterestedoffer of friendly dele
gations to delimit the present administrative line
pendin,g completion of arbitration.
42. It was in these circumstances that Etbiopiaagain
declared itself ready to accept a final frontier de
limitation and to meet the desires of the other side
without prejudice to the latter's basic positions. It
was Ethiopia alone which agreed to the suggestions
of certain friendly disinterested delegations to accept
a permanent line of arbitration. The other party as
emphatically rejected it. At the same ~ime, that party
rejected acceptance of the demarcation of the existing·
line even cn a temporary basis if such acceptance
should involve in any way the continuation of the
established arbitration procedure for the final S6ttle-
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ment of the problem. ThUS., both permanent and tem..
porary solutions have now been rejected even though
they concern a line which the other party has publicly
declared should be delimited on the ground.
43. Admittedly, the present circumstances are
scar.cely what might be considered entirely en
couraging. On the other hand~ Ethiopia can, with the
clarity and composure of conscience 'with whichyears
of unremitting efforts have endowed it, take a longer
and,! trust, a somewhat more conciliatory view of
the problem. Ethiopia realizes that, in the·matter of
frontier delimitation, it is by no means unusual, if we
are to judge by the existence of manysimilar frontier
problems of long standing throughout the world, that
settlements are often achieved only at the coat of
infinite and sustained patience and goodwill in over
coming the obstacles of time and intransigence.

44~ As I explained to the members of the Fourth
Committee, the attempts made by Ethiopia, indeed
even long, before the establishment of the Hulted
NatioIl{:l, to bring about delimitation of this frontier
met with failure. It is perhaps not unduly surprising
therefore that, in the somewhat shorter interval
represented by the decade of trusteeship now nearing
its termination, attempts to re~,ch agreement with the
same parties with whom diffi-culties had been en
countered for so many years before should similarly
have met 'with fallure. It is now apparent that, as a
result of the failure at the. fourteenth: session of the r
General Assembly" at the end of trusteeship, the par
ticular decade of United Nations efforts to asswt the
same parties to reach agreement is now ~rking its
close with the same result. However, withthewelcom.e
accession of our Somali friends to independenC'e, new,
for the first time in. the long history of the question,
the efforts to agree on delimitation can be continued
between two sovereign States and, what was' hereto
fore impossible, on precisely the same basis as that
which exists in·so many other areas of the world
wher,e frontiers still remain to be delimited on the
ground.

45. I should like to think that, by adopting a mutually
constructive approach and by building upon the com
mon areas of agresment painfully and patiently
achieved through the years, we may look forward to
ml agreed delimitation on the ground of a frontie~

which should serve as a monument to resolute and
sustained efforts to lay the basis for a profnund and
lasting understanding between two brother States.

46. In spite of our every effort to achieve a·final and
definitive settlement, or even a temporary settlement
without disrupting the already established procedure
for the final settlement, these solutions proved un
fortunately to be unacceptable to our friends from the
Italian delegationn Nevertheless, my Government has
no douut that Somalia, no less than Ethiopia, will be
seeking to establish that collaboration necessary to
the flual delimitation of the frontier and that the co
operation of Ethiopia and Somalia will be deepened
and strengthened as they move together t.o solve their
problems through their common efforts.

47. I think, therefore, if I may say so, that this
close and paternal collabora1;;ton can only P9ar fruit
in a c~mate of mutual, undeviating and inde~truotible

attachment to and confidence in the success of the
efforts of the parties concerned. Any suggestion,
whether from within or without, in any way casting
doubt upon the firmness or the mutuality of that re-
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solve would be viewed as a disservice to that high
a.Il6. important objective~Consequently,anyproposal or
mea~ure at this time which does not enjoy the agree
meni of 'both· parties would, in these circumst~ces,

be entirely unproductive and, in fact, would do more
harm than good.

48. May I express once again to the President and
to the many delegations and colleagues who have
laboured with us to achieve a satisfactory solution to
our difficulties the very warm appreciation of my
Governmentfbr their courtesy, collaboration and
helpft:lness throughout the years.
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some respects detailed, makes no provision for the
procedure to 'Pe followed when the time Comes tc
disband the Council, a courSe which the nature of the
Council it~elf ultimately,makes inevitable.

54. The provisions of Chapter XII ofthe Charter con
cerning the International Trusteeship System leave no
room for doubt on that score. We are now faced with
the first stage in the Trusteeship Council's progress
towards dishandment. Three of the ten Trust Terri
tories-namely, the Cameroons under French adminis
tration, Togoland under Fr~nch adminbrtration and
Somaliland under Italian administ".l"ation-will become
independent during 1960 and thus emerge from trustee
ship. Con~equently, two countries will cease to have
the responsibility .of administering Trust Territories,
and so will cease to belong to the category prOvided
for in Article 86, paragraph 1 a-the category de
scribed as "Members administering Trust Terri
tories·.

55. france, a permanent member of the Security
Council mentioned by name in the Charter, will re
main a member of the Trusteeship Council, under
paragraph 1 b b1stead of paragraph 1 a of Article 86;
Italy, . on the qther hand, will leave the Council
altogether. '
56. It is quite clear that, according to both the spirit
and the letter of the Charter, only those States can be
members of the' Trusteeship Councll which belong to
one of the three categories defined in Article 86
namely" permanent members of the Security Council,
Members administering Trust Territor!es, or Mem
bers elected by the General Assembly. After 1 July
1960, the date on which trusteeship for Somaliland
will end, Italy will no longer be administering a Trust
Territory; and as Italy is not a permanent member of
the Security Council, and has not been elected to the
Trusteeship Council by the General Assembly, it will
have' to withdraw from the Council on 1 July 1960.
By virtue of the terms of the Charter itself it will no
longer be a member of the Trusteeship Council, and
no specific decision to that effect is required. That
is self-evident, and we are convinced that no one who
has read and studied Article 86 of the Charter could
have the slightest doubt on th\3 matter. If any country
not a member of the 'Trusteeship Council tock a place
at the Council table after the date when it had ceased
to be eligible for membership., the meetings of the
T~teeship Council would be., purely and simply,
illegal.
57. Then' comes into operation the principle ofparity
unfortunately so rigidly defined, in·Article 86, para
gra.ph 1 c, as -to exclude any flexibility of inter
pretation. One of the countries elected to the tfrustee
ship Council by the General Assembly must therefore
ce&Se to be a member at the time when Italy ceases
to be a member, naD).ely as from July 1960.. If the
Council held meetings after that time without the
principle of parity being ;respected, such meetings
would obviously be, under the United Nations Charter,
purely and simply illegal.

58. I am sure that our friends on the Italian delega
tion will forgive us for having dwelt on their casej
we .have done·So because it is tha simplest to grasp,
So simple, in fact, as,to need no elaboratiol'i.

59. The ca~e of France is somewhat different, al·~
though it is equally clear from: the standpoint of prin
ciple. France will cease to be an administering Mem""
ber on 27 Andl 1960, when Togoland become£\ inde-

Election of two members of the Trusteeship Council

49. The PRESIDENT: This item deals with the elec
tion of two members of the Trusteeship Council to
fill the vacancie.J which will OCClll in the Cotmcil
when the terms of office of Haiti and IndiB expire in
December 1959. In this election, all Members of the
General Assembly are eligible, includ;'ng the two
outgoing Members, except those Mt.::nbers whose
terms of office do not expire at the end of this year.

50. Inconne:xion with this item, two dra..,"1;resQlutions
have been distributed, the first submitted by the dele- '
gation of the Union· of Soviet Socialist Republics
[A/L.274] and the second by the delegation of Tunisia
[A/L.275/Rev.l]. Since both of these draftresolutiops
deal with· matters touching on the composition of the
Council during the colIling year, I believe that the
Assembly should, in the first instance., take a decision
on these draft resolutions and then turn to the election
itself. Since there appears to be no objection to pro
ceeding in this way, I propose to putto the considera
tion of the General Assembly these two draft
resolutions.

It was so decided.

51. MT. Mongi SLIM (Tuni.sia) (translated fr-om
~~nch): This year the election of two member,s of
the Trusteeship Council confronts the· General
Assembly with a serious problem, sincG in 1960 WO
Members representing administeringStates will cease
to be administering States. In view of the difficulty
with regard to the composition of the Trusteeship
Council which will consequently exist from then on,
we considered that it would be helpful to propose a
provisional solution which would make it possible for
the composition of the Trusteeship Council to be in
line with the rules laid down in Article 86 of the
United Nations Charter.

52. The Tunisian delegation is happy to submit tothe
General Assembly a draft reSl)lution [A/L.275/Rev.l]
which, if adopted, would solve the important problem
now confronting us in a way which, although not ideal,
is nevertheless satisfactory both from the legal stand
point and from the standpoint of what is practicable.
The Tuirlsian delegation. in proposing this text. is
moved solely by respect for tlie Charter and for the
principles enshrined therein.

53. I will not embark on a detailed analysiS of the
somewhat thorny problem before us today, with which
we are all familiar, but will confine myself to sum
marizing the situation by saying that the Charter,
while prescribing the composition of the Trusteeship
Council in terms which are uniformly clear and in
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;: perident; there i~ no argument possible on that point 1945. Because the. Charter is perfectly clear on the
{I, because Article 86 does not r~fer to "administering question, the problem would be childishly simple'if

le Members", but speaks of "Members ••• which ad- there were no question of decidingwbichofthe elected
minister Trust Territories"; I emphasize those words members should cease ·.to belong to the Trusteeship
"Members ••• whi<;:h administer Trust Territories". Council. This. i$ the problem dealt with in the draft·
60. Ar.ticle 86 thus refers to a de facto situation at resolution which We have the honour to submit tQ'the
the moment when it obtains, and the fact is that on General.Assembly; the difficultyarisjng, which will
27 ApX'il 1960 France will no longer administer any no doubt be mentioned by several delegations., is that
'l'rust Territory and after that date cannot be re- of the principle of the three-year term.
garded as· a State which administers a Trust Ter":' 66. We shall be told that, whatever method is chosen
ritory. . to designate the members which are to leave the
61. Consequently it is out of the question to give Council, it will conflict with the principle oithe three
France the false label of "administering authority" year term which is also laid down in the Charter,
to justify its presence in the· Trusteeship Council since those members, having been elected for three
after 27 April 1960. France will nevertheless remain years, will not have completed the term established
a member of the Trusteeship Council, but solely by by Article 86 of the Charter. This is undoubtedly a
virtue of Article 86., paragraph 1 b, and solely ili its diffictilty; but in meeting any objection that might be
capacity as a member mentioned by nam~ in Ar- raised on those grounds I shall confine myself to
ticle 23 of the Charter asa permanent member of the three points, which I will explain briefly and may
Security Council. . deal with at greater length later on, should that

prove necessary.
62. Here again, there is no. room for flexibility of
interpretation because of the parity principle on the 67. The first point I wish to make is that the question
basis of which the Charter instituted the Trusteeship of the three-year term is not one of principle. Every
Council and established its compoSition. Accordingly, single word in the Charter does not, in itself, consti
two of the elected members muat cease to be mem- tute a principle. We have all learnt how to distinguish
bers of the Trusteeship Council after 27 Ap;ril1960. between a fundamental principle and a mere indication
There will be an automatic change. Unfortunately., ~f procedurE:. But eveh if we agreed to· regard this
t~e akill and clarity with which Article 86, para- procedural decision as a principle, i~ would remain
graph 1 c, was drafted h~aves us no other cboice. true that this so-called principlewouldhave muchless
Furthermore, .I would recall that durblg the pro- weight than the principle of parity, or the principle
ceedings.of the Preparatory Commissi9D. of the that a pe:r:manent member of the SecurityCouncil must
United Nations the United Kingdom delegation set be a member of the Trusteeship Council. However,
forth, in a memorandum concerning the composition I will not pursue this argument of pure legal theory
of the Trusteeship Council submitted on 15September since we all Imow that, whatever the argument ma;
1945,!J viewS which may be regarded as supporting be, some lawyer can always be found to advance, with
the argument put forward by my delegation today with talent and eloquence, another thesis. Let us pass on
regard to the interpretation of the Charter. to the "case law" which constitutes the second point

of my reply.
63. According to the United Kingdom memorandum
two possible cases might arise. The first is that of ~ 68. T.bis second point may be summed up as follows:
Member entitled to a permanent seat, and on this the United Nations practice furnivhes abUndant proof that
memorandum has the fonowing to say: the General Assembly has not regarded the so-called

!Jr principle of the three-year term as a fundamental
. If such a Member ceased to.be an Administering . i 1 In .

State., she would displace two elected members,' one prmc p e. the past the Assembly has deliberately
b and I stress thatword....alected members of the Trus-

ecause the total number of -'non-administering' teeship Council for' a period of less than three years
members would have to be reduced by one to main-as the result of the voluntary resignation of Councd
tain equality between the numbers of administering b Th
and non-administering States, and a second inorder mem ers. ere have been similar cases in the
to provide her -with a seat in the reduced number Security Council. My delegation, within its short
now available.'l'he decision which elected member experience of the United Nations, has had occasion to
ahould lose her seat would presumably lie with the take part in the election of a non-permanent member
Gent-ral Assembly." of the Security Council for a period of one year-

whereas the Charter, in Article 23, paragreph 2,
64. The second case cited by the United Kingdom prescribes that the term for non-permanentmembers
memorandum is that of a Member which is not en- of the Security Council shall be two yeara,in wording
tit~ed to a permanent seat, and on this question the even mere specific th-rm that used in Article 86 with .
Umted Kingdom memorandum. makes the following regard to the Trusteeship Council. These are incon
observation: testable precedents, to which my delegation will, if

"If such a Member ceased to be an Administering necessary, revert. . .
State, she would lose her seat on the Council unless 69. I now come to the third point Whfbh I wish to
subaequently elected; and the reduction of the num- make in reply to a possible objection based on th~

bel,' of Administering States by one would in this principle of the three-year term. In this connexion
case involve ·only one displacement among the I would say that our draft resolution is designed to
elected members.n conform .absolutely with . the letter. of the Charter;

6~. '!'hat ~ the view explicitly set forth in the United and I would emphasize that the procedurewesuggest-
_Kingdom memorandum submittf;!d on 15 September the drawing of lots-obviates any t;:onflict with the
_ U provision for a three-year term, because when we
TCltreparatory Commission of the United Nations, document PC/EX/ elect two new members of the Trusteeship Council-

if we in fact do so-it will be for a three-year pe-'ifotl.
,,~)
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76. Needless to say, we have advocated this solution
only in the absence of any other. The ideal solution,
in our view, would have been for· three of the elected
members to announce, officially, their intention to
resign voluntarily on the dates concerned; andwe have
in fact, in the revised version of our draft resolution,
alluded to this idea.

77. In the meantime we would recall that the legisla
tion of a number of countries provides for recourse
to the drawing of lots at certain stages of procedure;
it should moreover be nated that the rules of proce
dure of the General Assembly-a major document of
our Organization-also, in rules 95 and 133, provides
for this device.

78. The last point concerns the need to preserve
equitable geographical distribution in the Trustee....
ship Council. There is a real risk that the geographical
distribution in the Council may be further impaired;
hence the addition of our new operative paragraph 3.
We consider it right for' the two elected members
remaining on the Trusteeship Council to represent,
not a single t,rea of the world, but t\....; areas-namely,
the Latin American countries and the countries of
Africa and Asia.

79. These last observations illustrate the practical
nature of the solution we are advocating. AlthOUgh we
have tried to comply as strictly as possible with the
legal requirements-and in this we have to a large
extent, I think, succeeded-we have not overlooked
the practical and somewhat delicate aspects of the
problem.

80. Our dra(t resolution is by no means perfect or
ideally desirable, and we do not claim that it has
those virtues; but in our humble view it is, if not the
best possible, at any rate the least objectionable in.
the present circumstances.

81. The Tunisian delegation is of course ready to
welcome any suggestions or amendments designed to
improve the text in form or even· in substance, always
provided that the principles of the Charter, which we
aim to safeguard, are not infringed. We will study all
proposals with the closest interest; but we are not
prepared to compromise on the principles of the
Charter, in so far as we understand them and regard
them as fundamental.

70. I now pass to the text of the draft resolution
which we propose in the draft resolution. The first
preambular paragraph of the' draft resolution calls
for no comment since I do notbelievethat any delega
tion here pres.ent is guided by considerations other
than the provisions of Article 86 of the Charter. The
second preambular paragraph merely describes a de
facto situation. It is a fact that, onthe dates mentioned,
France and Italy will cease to administer Tnwt Ter
ritories; it is also a fact-in this case a legal one
·that the provisions of Article 86, paragraphlc, of the
Charter call for a change in the compoSition of the .
Trusteeshi...o Council. The second preambular para
graph endeayours to describe· the situation calling
for the solution which we advocate in operative
paragraph 1. The third preambularparagraphis based
on considerations of a different nature. It is perhaps
less "factual" , if I may use such an expression; it
drawr the General Assembly's attention to a situation
which might arise sooner than we expect, and which
would bring two fundamental principles of the Charter
into conflict.

71. It is easy to imagine a Trusteeship Council on
which there would be only two Administering Au
thorities left, sidEi by side with four permanent mem
bers of the Security Council, all four of them non
administering States. It would then be impossible to
choose, even by the drawing of lots, between two
fundamental principles, both established by the Char
ter: the principle of parity, and the principle that
permanent members of the Security Council must be
members of the Trusteeship Council. The Trustee'"
ship Councilmight thus become completelyparalysed
which would reflect discredit on the Charter itself.

72. Side by side with this rather bleak prospect, we
envisage another, perhaps less serious and not pre
senting US with so weighty a legal problem-the pos
sibility (and this may happen in the very near future)
that the category of members of the Trusteeship
Council elected by the General Assembly will com
pletely disappear. This problem is of an altogether
different nature, involving as it does the political
balance of the Trusteeship Council and the effective
ness of its work. In evaluating the role 'played by this
category of mtamher of the Council, we are simply
expl'essing ouX' oWn delegation's view, but it is, I am
sure, a view sha.."ed b~l man.y other delegations.

73. The various considerations invoked in the 'third
preambular paragraph, taken as a whole, provide the
grounds for the revised operative paragraph 4. Once
the General Assembly realizes the far-reaching nature
of the problem raised by the future ofthe Trusteeship
Council, it cannot but endeavour to solve it, and for

.t

n~:7'·'~~~~b;~;~~;~~;~;;~~~ntbY;:;~~;~~:~ei~;1~~~r~~~~~~d~~';r~
is a turn of events which, while foreseeable, is none the next session. r,
the less inevitable. The fact that we do not know how [J
many countries will be unable to complete their 74~ With regard to operative paragraph 1, I think if
three-year term makes it possible to say that the. that we have given a sufficient explanation of its
three-yea.... term provision remains the rul~. Legally, purport.
this situation is more justifiable than that created
when the General Assembly, so far as I know without 75. I would now like to offer, briefly, a few additional
any objection or reservation being advanced, took a explanations regarding operative paragraph 2. It may
delibe.rate decision-and it is for this reason that I be objected that this paragraph provides for the
emphasized the deliberate nature of that decision- procedure of drawing by lots, which may appear some
to elect members of the Security Council and the what i:r-regular and somewhatundemocratic; and itmay
Trusteeship Council for a period shorter than that be said that mere chance cannot be allowed to end a
pre,SQ;l:ibed by the relevant Articles of the Charter. term 0': office for which a member has been duly

elected by the General Assembly. We do not con-
sider that such an objection would be valid, since in
the present case the "chance" involved in the pro
cedure of drawing by lots would be, as it were, duly
endorsed by the General Assem.bly-andby a majority
before it could take effect, and that is what, in our
draft resolution, we propose.
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Lof tion, so that it may be voted on before th9 draft comply with all the provisions of Article 86 of tb,e

resolution submitted by the Soviet delegation Charter, and not to violate one of them and gi'Ve
[A/L.274], which we expect to vote for if our own preference to another. In tnis connexion the So'!iet
is not adoptt'rl. delegations.ubmits, for the General Assembly's con-
83. The PRESIDENT: Before calling oli the next sideration, a draft resolution [A/L.274] whereby the
speaker on my list, r feel I Should perhaps make an General AS13embly would decide to elect two members
observation relating to the time which remains to us. of tP~ Trusteeshi.p Council at the present sessiop., in

accm.'dance with Article 86 of the Charter, and at'theAlthough I am sure that the Assembly has listened
with the greatest attention to the lucid expos6 just same time resolve to resume, on 28 April 19~0, its
made by the representative of Tunisia, the author of fourteenth seSSleD "'ith a view to taking a decision Oh

I / I the change in the composition of the Trusteeship
the draft reso ution [A L.275 Rev.1}. I feel I should Council in connexion with the reduction in the number
echo, indeed recall, the sentiments of our President,
whose seat I occupy temporarily, that only two hours of States administering Trust Territories.
remain to us this evening. I re~ognize the complexity 09. The Soviet delegation considers that the adoption
of the subject which is before us" but I feel I should of this' draft resolution would make it possible, in the
express the earnest hope of the presidency that existing circumstan,ces, to comply with the United
speakers, in spite of the complexity of the subject, Nations Charter without violatinganyofitsproYisions.
will in the circumstances feel able to make their
statements as brief as possible. 90. Equally, of course, the Soviet delegation would

not object to any method which would make it pos-
84. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re- sible, even ~t the present session, to determine ~~~e
publics) (translated .from Russian): I shall try to be measures for bringing the COLlpositionoftheTrustee-
as brief as possible. At this fourteenth session, the 'ship Council into line with the requiremeilts of Ar
General Assembly has decided unanimously that the ticle 86 of the United Nations Charter after 27 April
independence of the Trust Territ9ry of Togolandunder 1960, that is to say, after France has ceased to be an
French administration shall be proclaimed on 27 April administering Power. Such a method is put forward
1960 [resolution 1416 (XIV)], andthattheindependence in the draft resolution submitted by the Tunisian
of the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian delegation [A/L.275/Rev,,1]. We consider that 'lliis'
administration shall be proclaimed on 1 July 1960 draft resolution takes due account of all the provisions
[resolution 1418 (XIV)). This will mean that France of the United Nations Charter relatingtot!l.ecomposi-
and naly will cease ,to be Administering Authorities tion of the Trusteeship Council, andoffersar()asonabl~
in the sense of Article 86, paragraph 1 a, of the way out of the present situation.. The dele!~ationof the
Charter. France will remain.a member of the Trus- USSR is therefore prepared to yield priority to th~

teeship Council as a permanent member of the Tunisian p:i'oposal, if the majority of delegci.tions con
Security Council not administering Trust Territories, sider it more desirable to adopt the course suggested
while Italy will relinquish its 'membership of the by the Tunisian delegation.
Trusteeship Council. 91. We recognize that the Tunisian draft resolution
85. In accordance with the parity principle laid down has. the merit of proposing that a decision be taken
in Article 86, paragraph 1 c, of the Charter, the immediately, and so of obviating the need for a re
change in the status of France should lead to a re- sumed session of the General Assembly. In the
duciion by two in the number of elected members of present situation, therefore, the .adoptiqri "hf the
the Council. and the withdrawal of Italy should Tunisian proposal, anC!. particularly of its p?}ragraph 2,
similarly entail the subtractidnof one further elected .would clearly provide a s.uitable basis, for an agree
member from the Trusteeship Council. Thus after ment making it possible to elect two:rp.embers of the
27 April 1960 the Trusteeship Council should, ac- Trusteeship Council at the present Session~ It, need
cording to the Charter, comprise twelve membl3rs hardly be said that without such agreement we could
and, after 1 July 1960, ten members. in no wise proceed to the elections to the Trusteeship
86. The question arises how, in practice, this re- Council, since that would be a clear violation of the
duction in the membership of the Trusteeship' Coun- United Nations Charter.
cil, consequent upon the reduction in the number of 92. In this connexion we should like to emphasize that
administering States, is to be effected. One possible the USSR delegation is categorically opposed to the
way would be to elect two members of the Trustee- view that we should defer further discussion of this
ship Council for the p~riod up to 27 April 1960, after question to the fifteenth session of the General
which the membership of the Council would auli:o- Assembly.
matically become one of parity. There would then 93. In f~ct. were we to adopt this course, th-J Trus
remain only the question of removingfrom the Council teeahip Council, from 27 April 1960 to the adoption of
one further elected member after 1 July 1960. a decision at the GeneralAssembly's fifteenth session,
87. We cannot, however, disregard the views of a would be functioning with a membership not in ac
number of delegations which are urging the election, cordance with the United Nations Charter; and that
at the present time, of elected members ofthe Council cannot be permitted. Furthermore, there can be. no
for a three-year period. The Soviet delegation has no doubt but that after 1 July 1960 Italy will leave the
objection to the election, now, of two members of the Trusteeshi,p Council; and of course there is nothing
TrusteeshipCounci! in accordance with Article 86, to keep it there, for Italy will no longer be an ad
paragraph 1 c,of the Charter. Itsnoul1, however, be ministering member, it is not a permanent member
stressed that this paragraph of the Chat-tel' mentions of the Security Council, and it was not elected to the
both the three-year term and the principle ofthe equal Trusteeship Council by the General Assembly. Ac
representation of administering and non-administering cordingly, after 1 July 1960, Italy can in nowise re
States. main in the Trusteeship Council. And Italy's with-
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sidiary organs, such as the Standing Committee on
Petitions, the visiting missions or even its drafting
committees, even though its rules of procedure donot
require it to do so.

. .
101.. I think it may havebeen desirable to recall these
facts in order to show why my delegation i~ anxious
that the General Assembly should take up the pre
liminary question of the duration of the term of office
of elected members, taking into account the impenping
new circumstances.
102. In the opinion of my delegation, the three-year
term mentioned in Article 86 of the Charter is not a.
binding and absolute requirement. It is a time-limit.
at the end of which the General Assembly regularly
either renews the term of office of a non-adminis
tering member elected under the terms of Article 86,
paragraph 1 c, when that member seeks re-election
for a new term, or elects another m()mber.

103. In the contrary case, that is if the three-year
term of office were a binding and absolute require
ment, an elected member could not resign, as such
a resignation, would be una:cceptable. We mow, how
ever, that twice in the past, ~electednon-administering
members have resigned. 'f;hey were replaced by two
new members, not for three years but for the balance
of the term of office of the~embersthat had resigned.

i04. We ineVitably come Iback to the principle of
parity of representation explicitly set forth in Ar
ticle 86, paragraph 1 c, of the Charter, which in our
opinion takes precedence over the question of the
three-year term· of office and reads as follows:

"as many other Members elected ••• as may be
necessary to ensure that the total number of mem
bers of the Trusteeship Council is equally divided
between those Members of the United Nations which
administer Trust Territories and those which do
not." '

105. In the opinion of my delegation we must under
stand by this that the number of non-administering
members must correspond to that of administering
members and not vice versa. For, after all, the United
Nations organ responsible for the operation of the
Trusteeship System can operate only as long as there'
are territories placed under that system, therefore
only as long as there ar~ members responsible for
the administration of those Territories. The composi
tion of the Trusteeship Council necessarily varies
in terms of the number of such members exercising
de j~!:? and de facto adm.inistration over these Terri
torieS and of'the necessity of maintaining parity of
representation.
106. We know offici~ly that on 27 Aprll 1960 Togo
land, the second of the only two T~st Territories
administered by France, wUl attain independence fol
lowing the Cameroons, which will have attained in
dependence on 1 January 1960.
107. Resolution 1253 (xm) of 14 November 1958
ratified in aclvance the date to be ~hosen by mutual
agreement between France and' Togoland for the
actual attainment of independence by that Territory.
At the last session of the Trusteeship Council, the
twenty-fourth, that date of 27 April 1960 was offi
cially brought to,·the lmow'edge of the United Nations
by the representatives of France and Togoland. There
can therefore be no doubt in that respect. These facts
are contained in the report of the TrusteeshipCouncll
to the General Assembly [A/4100).
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f~awa1 from the Trusteeship Councll will necessitate
,a. change in the Councll fS comp9sitiQn.

94. Thus, before the General Assembly can prOceed
t\othe e~ection to the Trusteeship Councll it is essen
tial! to settle the question of the change in the Coun
cil's ·composition as a result of the forthcoming
reduction in the number of administering States. The
Tanisian and Soviet proposals indicate two possible
ways of settling this question in conformity with the
Um-ted Nations. Charter.

95. The Soviet delegation is prepared to vote for the
Tunisian draft resolution. If that text is rejected by
the Assembly, the Soviet delegation will ask for its
own draft resolution to be put to the vote.

96. Mr. DORSINVILLE (Haiti.) (translated from
French): My delegation believes that before a vote is
taken to fill the seats which will become vacant in
the.Trusteeship Council on1 January 1960, the General
Assembly should take a decisio~ on a preliminary
question dealing with the duration of the term of office
of elected members and the future composition of-the
Trusteeship Council. Although, in the normal func
tioning of the Trusteeship Council, the term of office
of the elected members as provided for in Article 86
of the Charter, namely three years~ would not arouse
any controversy, a new element has arisen which
creates a serious problem. We refer to the attainment
of independence, on 27 April 1960, by Togoland, the
second and only remaining Trust Territory under
French administration. This new element, the attain
ment of independence by Togoland, will bring about
a change in the status of the Administering Authc~ity,

which will automatically become a non-administering
member but will retain a seat in the Trusteeship
Council by virtue of Article 86, paragraph 16, and
Article 23 of the Charter since France is a per
manent member of the Security Council.

97. The change j~ the status of France in the Trus
teeship Councilm.volves the displacement of two of
the non-administering elected members, since as we
mow, there is a balance in the Trusteeship Council
between members administering Trust Territories,
now seven in number, and members not administering
Trust Territories, also seven in number. This ele
ment of balance is important, as it shoUld be recalled
that, unlike the other two United Nations Councils, the
SecuritY Council and the Economic and Social Coun
cil, the Trusteeship Councll was established in ac
cordanc:e with the principle ofparity of representation.

(The spepker read Artiole 86 of the Charter.]

98. If there are in fact three classes of members in
accordance with Article 86, paragraph 1, these mem
bers ·are divided into two numerically equal cate
gories~ The clear intention which has prevailed aud
which has been specifically set down in the Charter
was to maintain a balance between adm.iniAt~ring and
non-administering members.

:l9. The principle of parityh'as been jealously. guarded
e~er since the Trusteeship CouncU began to function,
its membership having successively increased from
ten members at the crdtset to twelve and then to foui-
teen, the increased number of administeringmembers
immediately requiring the election of corresponding
new non-administering members.

100. Moreover, the Trusteeship Councll has always
taken care· ttl maintain strict parity in all its sub-
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10'8. Consequently, France will no longei,\" be an
administering member under Article 86, para6rraph 1 a,
of the Charter but will be'come a non-administering
member under Article 86, paragraph 1 b displacing
two of the noniWadministering members elected under
Article 86, paragraph 1 c.

109. In view of these facts, my delegation is of the
opinion that any election to fill the vacancies created
by the departure of two elected members on 31 De
cember 1959 should be held when agreement has been
reached on the procedure to be followed to preserve
the principle of parity after 27 April 1960, the date
on which France, having ceased to be an adminis
tering member, will remain on the Council as a non
administering member.

110. My deleg-cltion, which has always done its utmost
to 6ICamine objectively the problems before us, does
not believe that it is in disagreement with the original
drafters of the Clt,rter, who when considering the
texts submitted to the United Nations Preparatory
Commission, had to give a clear exposition of their
Governments' views on the very question now be
fore us.
111. With regard to parity of I'epresentation in the
Trnsteelship Council, the United states representative
expresl,sed the view in the Preparatory Commission
of the United Nations that in the interests of im
partiality and of the effective functioning of the
Trusteeship Council, it was important to have such
parity.

112. ,Referring specifically to the reduction in the
number of members administering Trust Tel'ritories,
the United Kingdom representative submitteda memo
randum,Y on 15 September 1945, which stated the
following regarding a member entit~ed to a permanent
seat on the Council:

IIf such a Member ceased to be an Administering
State, she would displace two elected members; one
because the total number of 'non-administering'
members would have to be reduced by one to main
tain equ.ality between the numbers of administering
and non-administering states, and a second in order
to provide her with a seat'in the reduced number now
available. The decisionwhich elected member should
lose her seat would presumably lie with the General
Assembly."

113. In discussing the question of elections to the
Trusteeship Council, my delegationhas been compelled
to speak of the future composition of the Council. It
should be recalled, Mr. President, that your dis
tinguished predecessor, Mr. Charles Malik, drew
attention to this problem last year [7751.h meeting]
and said the General Assembly would have to take
a decision on it at its fourteenth session. Therefore
we have quite naturally centred the problem on the
forthcoming change in the status of France in the
Trusteeship Council which will result from the terms
of Article 86, paragraph 1 b, of the Charter.

114. The case of Italy, which is different in one
respect from that of France, since Italy is not one of
the States referred to in Article 23 of the Charter,
will, in our opinion, have tobe dealt w.~·ili in accordance
with the same principles and resolved in due course.

115. The time will eventually come when the system
established by Article 86 of the Charter will no longer

Y See footnote 1.
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be able to operate unless othe:" territories belonging
to Administering Authorities other than those at
present members ofthe Trustee~hipCouncil are placed
UD.CWr that system. Reason andwisdom must eventually
join forces to bring about a revision of the Charter.
or at least of those parts which are the least likely to
meet with an intransigent attitude.

116. Until that time comes, all we cando is appeal to
reason. My delegation is making such an appeal to
the General Assembly to reach a decision which will.
not ron counter to the Charter.

117. The Haitian delegationwill examine draft resolu
tions which have been submitted by the delegations
of rfumsia [A/L.275/Rev.1] and of the Soviet Union
[A/L.274] respectively, in the light of the considera
tions which it has just expressed. These two draft
resolutions are satisfactory to those who believe that .
elections should take place in any event on a three
year. basis, but at the same time they propose two
formulae which would enable the Trusteeship Council
to avoid the difficulty in which it might find itself on .
27 April 19,60 as a result of unequal representa.tion.

118. My d~legation believes that it might be useful
to lmow the ;French delegation's views on the question
before us. France is one of the parties directly and
most immediately concerned. I wonder, Mr. President,
if my delegation might not through you request the
French delegation to enlighten the Assembly on its
interpretation of the status of France in the Tru~tee

ship Council as of 27 April 1960, in order to help the
Assembly to take a decision on the matter.

119. Mr. TABIBI (Afghanistan): My delegation wel
comes the forthcoming independence of the two Trust
Territories of the United Nations, n&mely, French
Togoland and Italian Somaliland. While the duty of
France and Italv fortunately ends next year, we are
faced with the practicai application of Article 86' of
the Charter with regard to the composition of the
Trusteeship Council.
120. My delegation referred this year to this question
and its, complication in the Committee 011 arrange
ments for d. conference for the purpose of reviewing
the Charter.

121. We think that this is not a simple matter, and
an advance action ofthe General Assembly onthe ques"
tion of the adjustment of the three categories o~

Council members will not be advisable at this late
stage ofour deliberations; we alsothinkthat conSidera
tion should be given to the matter after the actual
fulfilment of the. duties of the two Administering Au
thorities next year.

122. :My delegation considers that we should proceed
now to the election to fill the -two seats in the Coun
cil, as usual, and' consider the whole question of the
adjustment for the composition of. the Council at the
next session of the Assem.bly, but· between now and
the fifteenth session, the Members. of the United
Nations could negotiate to find a suitable formula for
the composition of the Council, until the amendment
of the Charter, in accordance with the pl'ocedure laid
down in Articles 108 and 109 of the Charter, takes
'place at an appropriate time.

123. With these considerations in mind, we regret,
with all due respect to the arguments put forward by
the representatives of Tunisia and the Soviet Union,
that we are unable to support the draft resolution
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submitted by the USSR [A/L.274] and thedraftresolu- be denied that. on those two dates the General Assembly
tion of Tunisia [A/L.275/Rev.l], but there are some could be faced with certain practical and technical
parts of the Tunisian draft resolution which, if they difficulties. In the first place, the prospective con..
were put to the vote in parts. would be acceptable to vening of the General Assembly at two special ses"
my delegation-ior example, the preamble, operative sions might, in the view of my delegation, involve
par~graph 1 a and operative paragraph 4. financial difficulties if Governments found it necessary
124. w~ have taken 'lliis position in order to be to send 'their representatives from their respective
practical and in order to avoid juridical and political home countries. In the second place, andwhat is more

important, these special sessions of the General
complications at this late hour. Assembly might well interfere with the orderly prO""
125. Mr. SASTROAMIDJOJO(Indonesia): The General ceedings of the work of the Trusteeship Council itself.
Assembly has in the past taken certain measures and 129. In view of the very important andurgentmatters
has adopted certain procedure13 to deal with occasions to be discussed by the Trusteeship Council next year,
arising from the expiratioD. of the three"year term it would be only appropriate to hope and to expect that
of· Some members of the Trusteeship Council. In the
years 1955 and 1957, the General Assembly elected no obstacles might affect the orderly proceedings of
two new non-administering members to replace those the deliberations of the Council. In particular, my
members of the Trusteeship Council whose terms had delegation cannot subscribe to the procedure of draWing
expired. At the current session of the General lots, as asked for in operative paragraphs 1 band 1 c
Assembly it is again called upon to elect two new non- of the original Tunisian draft resolution [A/L.275] for
administering members. However, the General the' election of members in order to restore parity
Assembly now finds itself in an extraordinary siOOa- between the administering and non-administering
tion. On 27 April 1960, with the attainment of inde- members of the Trusteeship Council. This procedure
pendence by the 'frost Territory of Togoland under is not provided for in the Charter.
French administration, France will cease to be an 130. My delegation further notes that while recom"
administering member of the Trusteeship Council and mending the procedure to govern the elections to be .
on 1 July 1960, with the attainment of independence by held in April' and July of next year, the revised draft
the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian ad- 'resolution [A/L.275/Rev.1], in operative paragraph4,
ministration, Italy will find itself in a similar position.. still retains the recommendation that the question of
The problem now arises whether, in view of these two the membership of the Trusteeship Council be included
impending events, the General Assembly should ac~on as an agenda item of the fifteenth session of the
the composition of the membership of the Trusteeship General Assembly. I would like to state that my dele-
Council during this session, or on the two dates men- gation will support operative paragraph 4 of the draft
tioned, or postpone the matter for discussion at its resolution.
fifteenth session. 131. It is for all these reasons that my delegation is
126. I may recall that the General Assembly has in in favour of a course to be adopted by the General
the past already taken certain measures, as I men- Assembly in which the question of the membership of
tioped above, to deal with similar situations, although the Trusteeship Council would be referred to its
the then prevailing circumstances were the reverse fifteenth session. In so doing, the General Assembly
of what they are now. I am referring particularly to would, in our view, be only acting in a practical
the action taken by the General Assembly in 1947 manner to overcome the present difficulty, in keeping
when, on the admission of the United States, as ad- with its procedure governing similar instances in the
ministrator of the Pacific Islands, as an administering past and in conformity with the provisions of its
member of the Trusteeship Council, the Presi~entof Charter.
the General Assembly, at the second session, an- 132. I must confess that despite the changes made in
nounced [95th meeting] the necessity of electing two the draft the basic intention remains the same. I must
additional non-adm:nistering members ofthe Trustee- therefore re-emphasize the position of my delegation
ship Council, in order to restore the balance between'
administering arid non-administering members, as that it cannot support the procedure of restoring the

b parity of membership in the Trusteeship Council by
required y Article 86, paragraph 1 c of the Charter. resorting to the drawing of lots, an idea which has
In December 1955, on the admission of Italy, as the
Administering Authority for the Trust Territory of been maintained by the sponsor of the draft and which
Somaliland, as an additional administering member of now appears in operative paragraph 2.
the Trusteeship Council, the General Assembly elected 133. My delegation has also to reserve its position
[559th meeting] Burma to serve as a non-adminis- with regard to the second and third paragraphs of the
tering member in the Council, in order again to en- preamble for the reason that the procedure which my
sure parity of membership on the Trusteeship delegation has supported is to proceed now with the
Council between administering and non-admin~stering election of the two new members, and consider the
members. matter further at the fifteenth session of the General
127. It has therefore become clear that in order to Assembly in order to restore the parity ofmembership
ensure the parity of membership, as called for by in the Trusteeship Counctl.
Artic~e 86, paragraph 1 c, the General Assem.bly has, 134. The change in operative paragraph 4 is only a
in a practical manner, dealt with former Situations change in the wording and my delegation would have
which warranted the application of Article 86 of the. wished that the original wording could be retained. In
Charter. conclusion, I should like to state that it is in the light
128. It would therefore be consistent if the General of these observations that my delegation will cast its

vote on the revised Tunisian draft resolution.
Assembly, in normal circumstances, would act on the
parity of the mem.bership of the Trusteeship Council 135. Sir Claude COREA (Ceylon): At this late hour,
on the two dates I have mentioned. However, it cannot I shall try to be brief. The item we are now discussing
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relates to the eleotion of two me:mbers of the Trustee
ship Counoil. There would be no difficulty whatsoever
in dealing with this item if it stood alc:':le and had to be
oonsidered on its own merits. The two'members whose
terms of offioe expire at the end of this year could be
replaoed by two other members, and there would then
be an end to the responsibility whioh we oonsider that
the General Aesembly has at this session. It is true
that if we look ahead we can see difficulties and
dangers next year, but I submit to lli1s Assembly that
all we can do in the terms of the Charter is to dis
charge the duty we have before us, namely, to go on
with the task of electing these members.

136. At the present time there are seven adminis
tering members of the Trusteeship Council and seven
non;'administering members, and thus the require'"
ment of the Charter, namely, the requirement of
parity, is fulfilled. Th~ 'ther requirement l'fthe elec..
tive prinoiple is alreatiY maintained,by reason of the
fact that the non-administering members, excluding
the permanent members of the Security Council, are
elected members. We should, therefo~e, be satisfied
with that position.

137. If we look ahead and try to meet the difficulties
that will arise, first in April and, then in July 1960,
we get into a very difficult position. In April, there
will be six administering members as against eight
non-administering members, and in July there will be
five administering members as against eight non
administering members. Thus the condition of parity
will not be fulfilled.

138. I submit that, so far as the terms of the Charter
are concerned, there is no provision whatsoever to
rectify this situ~tion. It may be that the Charter is
deficient in this respect. It may be that this situation
was not envisaged at the time the Charter was put
into effect. But there is no provision in the Charter
which can help us. In the circumstances, we must
agree that between one session of the General
Assembly and the next, different difficulties can arise
and new situations can occur. If the Charter is silent
on this point and does not provide a way of rectifying
the situation, then we must allow the situation to con
tinue until it can be rectified, possibly at the next
session of the General Assembly. There are noprovi
sions to enable us to intervene between the sessions.
It is true that we can make certain suggestions as !9
!!29 measures for dealing with the difficulties, but
then again we get into serious trouble.

139. That is the situation with which we are faced
when we consider the two draft resolutions placed
before us by the representatives of Tunisia
[A/L.275/Rev.l] and the Soviet Un10n [A/L.274]. Un
doubtedly, those representatives are motivated by the
best of intentions in order to help us get over the
difficulty With which we are faced, but when we try·
to adopt measures to get ov~r one difficulty, then we
are immediately faced with o'llier tremendous diffi
culties. Therefore, both these measures fall short of
what is required at the present time.

140. If, for instance, we examine the Tunisian draft
resolution, many questions' arise. In operative para
graph 1 (e) it is proposed ilthat on the date upon which
Franoe oeases to be an administering member ... two
of the members electedunder sub..paragraphc ••• shall
eease to be members of the Trusteeship Council.·

141. Who oan say that two elected members shall
cease to be members of the Trusteeship Council?
Where is the authority for the General Assembly t,..
say that, when these members have been eleoted, un"
del' the terms of the Charter, for three years? We
are proposing to adopt a draft resoluti~n which in
itself is unconstitutional and certainly illegal,. We
cannot impose on these mem.bers the duty of ceasing
to be members. It is, of course, true that they can
voluntarily oease to be members, and that is taken
into account in operative paragraph 2 which contains
the phrase, "in the absence ofvoluntary resignations".

142. I presume, therefore, that what the repre
sentativ3 of Tunisia means is thatwhen France ceases
to be an administering member, two members shall
offer their resignations. Now, if they do not offer
their resignations, what happens? It is proposed, Q.t
least, that the Council shall prooeed by cb."awing lots
in order to decide which of the seven or eight non
administering members shall cease to be members.
But SUppOS(;l these members refuse to agree to draw
lots? There is nothing to compel them; the Trustee
ship Council has no authority to compel them to draw
lots. '1'he,question of deciding an issue by drawing
lots is a voluntary matter, just as it is a voluntary
matter for members to cear3e to be members. The
drawing of lots must be voluntary. This cannotbe done
by a resolution of the General Assembly.· Therefore,
the draft resolution in that respect falls far short of
what is a practical solution of the question at issue.

143. I do not want to an.alyse this draft resolution any
further at this late hour, but I do wish to point out that·
it does not help us at all, although it is intended to
help us get over this difficulty. My delegation, for that
reason at least, is most grateful to the representative
of Tunisia for making the attempt.

144. Now let us take the draft resolution ~ubmitted

by the Soviet Union. There one finds a very logical
approach to the problem, a very correct approach
technically, if I may say so, because the Soviet Union
takes the stand that we should now proceed to .sleet
two members to the Trusteeship Council and then re
solve to resume the consideration of this question on
28 April 1960; that on the first occasion when the
change takes place and the principle of parity is dis
turbed we shall summon the General Assembly, for
the resumed fourteenth session, in order to deal with
that problem. Now, as far as that goes, it is perfectly
legal, constitutional,' and if I may say so, a logioal
way of looking at the problem. But wha.t would be the
result of adopting the draft resolution?".!.Chat is why
my delegation is unable to accept it. Much as we
appreciat~ the logicality, the practicability and the
constitutionality of the draft resolution, we cannot
accept it for two important reasons.

145. One reason is that we qo.notthinkthat the whole
General Assembly should resume for the sole purpose
of settling this question of parity which will arise at
that time. The expense involved and the inconvenience
to Member States are certainly matters whioh should
be taken into account in considering a matter of this
kind. Therefore,. we submit. that both because of the
expense and because of the inconvenience, no strong
case can be made out for holding a resumed session
in April and again in July of 1960.

146. Seoondly, quite apart from the difficulty caused
by expenditure and inconvenience, we do not think that
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anything can be dona at such a resumed session. I
would like to ask the representative of the Soviet
Union what we could do,' if we were to resume, to
settle this question of imbalance? There will be a lack
of parity at that time in AprU whenwe meet. What can
we do? If the mem.bers again refuse to give up <

voluntarily their seats, what can we do? We will then
ha"Ve to go into the question of revising the Charter,
revising this Chapter \)f the Charter. Personally, I
would welcome that. At the meetings of the General
Committee when we discussed the question ofwhether
the Charter should be revised and whether we should
hold a revision conference to consider this matter,
I was insistent, I was a voice in the wilderness
pleading that the Charter should be revised and that
we should have a conference to consider this matter;
but the Soviet Union was the fo:oemost opponent of. this
idea of revising the Charter, and later, in the Special
Po~iticalCommittee, when we conSidered certain
questions which involved the revision of the Charter,
we found very great difficulty in dealing with the
situation because of the stand taken by the Soviet
Union against revision.

147. NoW', the Soviet Union may be quite right in the
view it takes with regard to the revision of the
Charter, but when 'We resume our fourteenth session
we cannot move a step forward without thinking of re
vising the Charter; and if the Soviet Union agrees to
a revision at that time, as far as my delegation is
concerned, we shall be very much relieved. But 1
know that revision of the Charter will not take place
at that time, and therefore this suggestion is unac
ceptable, because we cannot do anything in April
without a revision of the Charter.

148. For those two reasons we are unable to accept
the Soviet proposal that we have a resumed session
in order to settle this matter.
149. < What else is left? The only thing that is left is
to adopt our suggestion-a suggestion that has been
made by previous speakers-thai the Assembly should
now proceed to an election so that we shall have a
legal and constitutional Trusteeship Council at this
session. Any other difficulties that arise-:as they
must normally arise in all affairs of men-that we
cannot foresee or control will be resolved at the
fifteenth session rather than at a special session.

150. There is one other pointbefore I cV..J.clude. It has
been stated that the Trusteeship Council, because of
the lack' of parity that will exist after April and after
July, will become illegal. The question of its leg81ity
is a difficult matter to deal with in a few brief
In/oments. I would, therefore, submit only that the
question of its legality must depend upon its composi
tion at the present time, at the time when it has to be
oomposed. This is the time when the oomposition has
to be determined, and therefore if it is legal at the
present time any ohanges that take plaoe in the oourse
cf the year oan be correoted only at the following
session. The question of legaUty, therefore, will not
arise. If that "View preVails, then we need not be very
muoh concerned about the legality of th~ composition
in. the course of the year before the fifteenth session.
and we can then proceed to the election. The question
of the compoSition will resolve itself by the time the
fifteenth session comes around.
151. Mr. JHA {India): We had not intended to inter
vene in any debate preoeding the holding of the eleo
tions to the Trusteeship Council, since India is a

candio:tte for eleotion and we would have much pre
ferred ,not to have to speak. But highly important
issues ~ave been raised before the Assembly, not
only of a legal na.ture but also of a nature which con
cerns the whole future of the Trusteeship Council and
its oontinued efficaoy and capacity to discharge its
supervisory funotions on behalf of the General
Assembly in respect of Trust Territories andtowards
the people of these Territories in their preparation
for iildependence. We feel, therefore, that we should
plaoe our views before the Members of the General
Assembly on these issues. This has no relation to our
candidature. As a matter of faot, we would have ex
pressed our views more strongly were India not a
oandidate. .

152. To our .regret, we find ourselves in opposition
to the views and attitudes embodied in th~ two draft
resolutions submitted by the delegations of the Soviet
Union [A/L.274:l and Tunisia [A/L.275/Rev.1]. for both
of whom my delegation has high regard and very
friendly feelings. We have been assured by these
delegations that the stand they have taken has no
reference to our oandidature. I oan likewise assure
them that our views have no reference to our
candidature either, and whatis more important, should
not be construed as in any way hostUe to them or to

.their attitudes.
163. Two proposals have been placed before the
Assembly. I do not wish to repeat the facts which have
been placed before us by the representative of Tunisia
and by the representative of the Soviet Union. These
facts are well known and are not in dispute. The
proposals, howe"j~r, are first that there should b~ a
resumed seRsion of the General Assembly after
27 April 19c)l;), when the last of the Trust Territories
under French administration, Togoland, becomes in
dependent; secondly, that on 27 April 1960 and on
1 July 1960, when France andItaly, respectively, cease
to be Administering Authorities, the composition of
the Trusteeship Counoil shouldbe redetermined either
by vohmtary retirement or by castinglots, with a view
on each occasion to bringing down the number of
non-administering elected members, so that parity
should be maintained between the non-administering
and administering members in the Council.

154. I shall take the seoond proposal first. The es
sential element of this proposal is that the Trustee
ship Council will decide whioh of the non-adminis
tering eleoted members will cease to be members,
the decision to be taken by drawing lots. With e.l1
respeot to the delegation sponsoring this proposal
I must say that there is no legal basis for it. Eleotions
to the Trusteeship Coun~il are held by ths General
Assembly, and it is for t.he Assembly to determine
the oomposition of the COWiOU. The Charter does not
permit the Trusteeship Council or any other prinoipal
organ itself to determine its own oomposition. It is
the totality of the Members of the General Assembly
whioh must perform this funotion and there Is no
provision in the Charter for the delegation of the
General Assembly's funotions to the Trusteeship
COWloil in this regard.

155. Seoondly, there is no provision anywhere in the
Charter for membership to be decided by drawing
lots. Suoh a deoision could perhaps be taken with the
express oonsent of the Members conoerned in any
particular drawing of lots. but it would be lliegal
and unconstitutional either, to eleot the Member to the
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bership would indeed infringe on the fundamental
right of an eleoted member under the Charter. It is
the view of my delegation that there is no possibility
of reducing the term of the elected membership of the
Council except by agreement among the eleotedmem
bers themselves, including an agreement as to the
manner in which such a deoision should be made, and
that, agreement may very well be the drawing of lots.
There is no easy solution and anything that looks like
an easy solution would create oomplioations of the
most serious nature in regard to the application of the
Charter not only on this particular ocoasion, but on
future occasions in different oontexts.

161. As regards the proposal for a r~sumed session,
there is no provision in the Charter, as I have just
said, for premature termination of membership of
those elected under Article 86, paragraph 1 C, even
under a resumed session or at a speoial session.
The premature termination of membership without
consent, in our view, amounts to expulsion, but ex
pwsion of a member from any of the prinoipal organs
of the Organization is a very serious matter, and we
do not see how it can be brought about except for the
pQrsistent violation of the Charter, as contemplated
in Article 6.
162. There is yet another difficulty of a serious
nature about any resumed session for the purpose of
considering the queation of the future oomposition of
the membership of the Council; RJJ.d I'think that has
been very eloquently described by the representative
of Ceylon. SuOh a session ,will come up face to face
against what after all is the real problem. namely,
the inadequacy of the Charter to meet the present
situation. and the need for amending the Chatter to
meet suoh a sl~ation now. Aotually, it is not a ahort
term problem we have to deal with. On 27 AprU 1960,
France will oease to be an Administering Authority;
on 1 July 1960, Italy will oease to be an Administering
Authority; when Western Samoa beoomes independent'
in 1961, New 24ealand can be regax'ded as ceasing to
be an Administering Authority; it is arguable that for
Nauru, for which New 24ealand is a partner in joint
trusteeship but whioh is administered by Australia,
It is the latter and not the I3leeping partner in the
Trusteeship Agreement for Nauruwhioh is answerable
to the Trusteeship Councn and has the oapacity to
undertake the obligations of Administering Authority
in 'the Counoil. I wish to make it clear that I am not
pronouncing any definite opinion on this particular
matter; I am merely pointing out the dif:tloulty of
interpretation that may arise. Later, Tanganyika will
be independent, wbioh will mean tbat the United King
dom win oease to be an Administering Authority.
163. Indeed, if every time a situation of this nature
arises, there is going to be a resumed session and
non-administering elected members have to drop out
one by one, what sort of Trusteeship CounoU shall we
have left? In the very near future, within one or two
years, there may be no non-administering eleoted
member at all. The matter is really an extremely
diffloult one and there is no easy solution that we oan
see. Indeed my delegation has every fear that any
resumed session suoh as is oontemplated in the USSR
draft resolution runs the risk of beooming a session
for re~sing the Charter. There may be a multitude
of proposals inoluding those for amending Arliole 86
of the Charter and we shall get into the same diffioul
Ues, , many times multipliecJ. as we faoed on the
agenda items dealing with the question of an inorease

i

Trusteeship· Oounoil or any other body by drawing
lots, or to terminate the membership of any oountry,
lawfully eleoted, by the same prooedure without the
oonsent of the parties conoerned. If that were pos
sible, then we would not have had the reoent repeated
deadlook in the eleotion to the Seourity Counoil. It
would have been easy for the Assembly to deoide who
should be elected to the Security Council by drawing
lots. It is doubtful, even if both candidates are
agreed. that is to say, Turkey and Poland. whether
the General Assembly would have wished to take
reoourse ,to this prooedure or indeed whether that
procedure would have been legat.

156. Some years ago, when a similar deadlock arose
between Yugoslavia and the Philippines in the eleotion
to the Seourity Council, lots were drawn to deoide
which oountry should sit during the first year and
which during the seoond year, but this again was with
the express oonsent of both oountries and behind the
scenes. My delegation, even on that ocoasion, ex
plained the position that we did not reoognize any
method of eleotion not expressly authorized by the
Charter or outside its scope.
157. My delegation is strongly of the view that a most
unhealthy precedent, whioh will be unconstitutional,
will be created if the Assembly gives any kind of en
dorsement to any proposal to determine the member
ahip of any of the principal organs of the United
Nations on the basis of oa lottery, irrespective of the
objeotions of the parties conoerned.

I
158.' Thirdly, 'there is the basio objection that there
can be no curtailment of thfl three-year period during
which a non-administering member is elected and
which is mandatory under Article 86, paragraph 1 0,
of the Charter and under rule 149 of the rules of
procedure of the General Assembly, again Without the
consent of the member concerned. This three-year
period is not the upper limit or the ceiling, as some
delegations have argued. Rule 149 of the rules of
procedure of the General Assembly says:

"A non-administering member of the Trusteeship
Counoil shall be elected for a term of three years
and shall be eligible for immediate re-election."

The footnote in the rules of. procedure, to this rule,
says: "Rule based directly on a provision of the
Charter."
159. It is clear that the Assembly has already ac
oepted the obvious interpretation of Article 86, para
graph 1 0, namely that the three-year period is
mandatory and fixed. No other interpretation is pos
sible. And. if I might remind the representatives,
the Assembly's rules of procedure were adopted not
in 1945 when the San Franoisoo oonferenoe was being
held. and the partioipants in that oonferenoe oould not
very well forese~ 'What would happen ten years later,
or that Trust Territories would gain independenoe so
soon, but It was apprO\.!'ed in 1949 when this whole
situation was olear, and, as everybody mows, the
Assembly's' rules of procedure were adopted after a
great deal of deliberation in Committees and inplenary
meeting.
160. Indeed,onoe a oountry is eleoted for a three
year period there Is no provision at all in the Charter
for pi'emature termination of membership without
oonsent, whioh would be tantamount to the expulsion
of the member or members oonoerned. The ootn
pulsive premature oessation or termination of mem-
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in the membership of the Security Council and of the
Eoonomic and Social Council at the present session.
These may well give rise to sevore pressure of
various kf,nds on various members such as the per
manent members of the Security Counell, the Adminis-
tering Authorities and others. That would be most
unfortunate and might make such a resumed or special
session long, acrimonious and fruitless.

164. Mv delegation's views on the subject of the re
vision of the Charter are well known. We are against
any over-simplification of the problem and against
any such pressures being exercised.

165. So whichever way we turn we come up against
serious difficulties both of a legal and of a practical
nature. It seems to my delegation that the best thing
to do is not to attempt to solve this problem now, but
only after the events, which after all stUI lie in the
always unpredictable and mysterious future andwhich
will necessitate a reconsideration of the question of
composition, have taken place. The time and occasion
for this will be the next session of the Assembly. By
then, the members concerned will have engaged in
consultations among themselves and with others. At
the next session, there will be more time. Foreign
ministers will be present, and we hope that we can
then settle this matter by unanimous consent.

166. It is also the view of my delegation that, though
a trusteeship agreement may be terminated on a par
ticular date, the obligations of the Administering
Authority "vis-h-vis" the General Assembly and the
Trusteeship Councll need not and in fact will not in
most cases terminate on the same date. Article 88 of
the Charter makes it mandatory for the Administering
Authority to submit annual reports to the General
Assembly. These reports must necessarily be
examined by the Trusteeship Council. For the con
sideration of the reports, the presencp. of the Ad
ministering Authority in the Council is necessary and
even obligatory. In the present situation, the final
report in respect of the Cameroons and Togolandunder
French administration and indeed of 80malilandunder
Italian administration will not be submitted by the
Administering Authority concerned until some time
after these dates when the Administering Authority
will be able to report definj.tively on the termination
of trusteeship and the attainment of independence by
the Territories, including the processes imm~diately

preceding such independence. So far, the General
Assembly has received, from the Administering Au
thorities, reports on Togoland and the Cameroons
under French administration and Somaliland under
Italian administration only up to 1958 and 1957,
respectively. Further reports of the Administering
Authorities in respect of the,ae three Territories
up to the date of independence are called for under
Article 88 of the Charter. We submit that such reports
are indispensable, if only for the record and to con
form to the requirements, legal and other, necessarily
involved in the winding up ofth~UnitedNations super
'Visory functions and of the trust undertaken by the
Administering Authorities through the Trusteeship
Council right up to the date of independence.
167. Therefore, it seems to us that there will really
be no stretching of the Charter if the countries con
cerned stay on in the Council until the next session
of the General Assembly.
168. Now let us see what the position is under Ar
ticle 86. Article 86 comes into play at the time of the

election of non-administering members f~1ing in
its category, and, when the ~lection of such members
is to be taken up, the Assembly has to look to parity
between the total number of non-administering mem
bers elected under Article 86, paragraph l'c, and those
who are m~mbers of the Council without election under
Article 86, paragraph 1 b, and the administeringmem
bers under Article 86, paragraph 1 a" It is arguable
that, after the election has been heldunder Article 8,6,
paragraph 1 c, that section must be deemed to lie
dormant until the time for the next election comes.
169. Article 86, paragraph 1 c, does not support
the contention that the composition oftheCouncU shall
be changed during the three-year tenure of office
whenever a Trusteeship Agreement is terminated and
an Administering Authority ceases to be such. If that
were the intention, Article 86, paragraph 1 c, would
not have laid down a mandatory three-year election
period, and instead wouldhave made specific provision
for changes mIring th0 three-year period if certain
events took place. The Charter could not have in
tended synchronization of the date of independence
of Trust Territories with the date of elections under
Article 86, 'paragraph 1 c, and thus by implication
discouraged the emergence into independence of Trust
Territories on any intermediate dates. To suggest that
each time a Trust Territory becomes independent and
an Administering Authority ceases to be such there
should be a meeting of the General Assembly to de
cide upon the future composition which would in
evitably mean expulsion or removal of one or other
of the members.elected for the mandatory three-year
period is not a practical proposition, nor is it one
strictly warranted by paragraph 1 c of Article 86.

170. It has been argued that the principle of parity
in Article 86, paragraph 1 c, is paramount. I do not
!mow what the support is for this proposition. We have
read aIld reread the paragraph and there is nothing in
it to show that the principle of parity has to be given
precedence over the principle of the mandatory three
year election period.

171. There is an important precedent with a bearing
on this issue which has already been referred to by
the representativ"j of Indonesia and which should not
be lost sight of. A perusal of the record of the
109th plenary meeting will show that in1947 the United
States of America was a non-administering member
of the Trusteeship Council under Article 86, para
graph 1 b. Subsequently, with the approval of the
Trusteeship Agreement in respect of the Pacific
Islands on 18 July 1947, the United States became
an administering member of the Council with effect
from that date. Consequently, an imbalance was
created in the Council's composition ift favour of the
administering members. If the logic or the line of
argument now presented to the Assembly had been
held valid at that time, the Security Council or the
Secretary-General should have convened a special
seSSion of the General Assembly on. 19 July 1947 to
take measures to restore the balance in the Coun
cil's composition, or two of the Administering Au
thorities should have been ballotted out by the Trus
teeship Council. Neither of these steps, however, was
taken. The procedure adopted was that the Secretary
General n ..,tlfied the Members of the United Nations
in a note dated 25 August 1947 to the follOWing effect:

"... the Trusteeship Agreement for the Pacifio
Islands having entered into force on 18 July 1947,
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the United States of Ametica, which was already a
member of the Trusteeship CouncUjt became as of
that date a member acbninistering a Trust Terri
tory. In accordance, therefore, with the provisions
of Artiole 86, paragraph 1 (c), of the Charter, which
prescribes..., it is necessary to elect two additional
members to the Trusteeship Council."~

Aooordingly, on 13 November 1947 [109thmeeting],the
Assembly eleoted Costa Rica andthe Philippines to the
Ttusteeship Council thereby repairing the imbalance
in the CoW".)i1 fS composition at its session succeeding
the event This happened four months after the im
balance ~.iS created.

172. Now, as is clear from the precedant which I
have brought to the Assembly's attention, in 1947
when the number of administering members of the
Council exoeeded that of its non-administering mem
bers by two for a period offourmonths, the Assembly
did not find reason for undue concern. Why is it then
that, when the imbalance is lficely to arise in favour
of non-administering elected members, there is such
a demand for giving paramount ,importance to the
question of parity? This is somethingwhich my delega
tion is unable to understand. We should have thought
that if disparity was to be tolerated at all it ought to
be tolerated in favour of the non-administering mem
bers and not in favour of the administering members.
It is also to be remembered that the predominance of
the non-administering members in the Councll will
only be theoretical. For France and Italy, after haVing
been administering members for fourteen years, will
not sUddently become non-administering in the sense
that the United Arab Republic or Burma or Haiti or
Paraguay are such members. They will continue to
sit in the Council as Administering Authorities by
reason of the annual reports of the Territories in their
oharge prior to 27 Aprll and 1 July respectively.

173. HaVing said all this, I wish to make it clear that
the principle of parity is import.ant and has to be
maintained along with the maintenance of the three
year period elections. I do not mean to suggest that
this principle should be given less importance than
the other principle of the three-year period election
which is consecrated in Article 86, paragraph 1 c.
The mutual reconciliation of these principles, which is
the real difficulty in this case, is not an easy matter
tb1d will require a great deal of mutual consultation
and agreement between the members of the Trustee
flhip Counoil and the General Assembly. We feel that
the best time and auspices for undertaking such con
sllltations and agreements will occur after and not
before the events, which bringup the question of future
oomposition, have taken place.

174. The question that has arisen, which is incidental
to the election of two new members at this session, is
of much greater scope than can be sized up or settled
by us at suoh short notice, or in as little time as we
have at our disposal now. We entirely agree with the
delegations of the Soviet Union and Tunisia and others
that full consideration should be given to the question
of the future composition of the Trusteeship Council,
in order to maintain the concept of parity envisaged
in the Charter, not only in principle but also in effect.
A fuller consideration of this matter may necessitate
a reduction not only in the strength of the non
administering Wing of the Councll but, equally probably,
V See Off1clal Records of the General Assembly. Second Sess~£!!!.

Plenary Meetings. Vol. II, Annexes. 'annex 5 (documentA/356). para. 3.

al~o in the administering membership of the Trustee
ship Council through voluntary retirement, or with
drawal or resignation of one or more permanent
m.embers who were formerly administeril\.g Trust
Territories. .

175. In the light of these views, my delegation is
oonstrained to say that, whlle the draft resolution
placed before us by the delegation of Tunisia is
inspired by the best of motives, it is inopportune and
premature. We agree generally with the preamble of
this draft resolution, except the second paragraph
thereof. We also have some doubts about the third
paragraph of the preamble. We agree with para
graph 1 (~ of the operative part, which states that
the election of two members to the TrusteeshipCoun
cil at this session should take place in the normal
way for three,.y~al:' lt~nns" In fact, no other logical
or juridical interpretation of the prOVisions of Ar
ticle 86 is feasible. We also agree with paragraph 4
of the draft, which purports to include the item in the
agenda of the next session of the General Assembly
so that a full and careful consideration of the whole
question can take place. On the other hand, for the
reasons I have already stated, we find ourselves
unable to agree with the purpose and possible effects
of sub-paragraphs (Q) and (Q) of paragraph 1 of the
operative part and the second paragraph of the
preamble.

176. As regards operative paragraph 3, we again
find ourselves in great difficulty. That paragraph re
fers to the principle of equitable geographical dis
tribution, a principle to which the Assembly as a
whole has subscribed in the past. There is no objec
tion to that principle itself, but time and again we
have found the greatest difficulty in its application.
I need not go into the details of that. As constituted,
this paragraph means that, out of the remaining
elected members, the two main groups would share
these two seats, that is, that each would be repre
sented.· The "main groups" are not indicated. Pos
sibly it means the Asian-African group and the Latin
American, group. But it seems to me that any such
division has to be thought out very carefully and,
speaking entirely for my delegation, we are not in
favour of diViding seats on the basis of groups. I do
not see why these seats should not be open to a
member from the European ~ountries or, for ex.ample,
a Commonwealth country. So we find also great dif
ficulty in accepting this paragraph which, beSides
being related to the other two operative paragraphs,
has some inherent defects of its own. Therefore we
shall also be obliged to oppose this paragraph.

177• Finally, I should like tG assure my fellow
representatives that we do not regard any decision,
if a decision is reached by the Assembly to leave over
the matter to the fifteenth session of the Assembly, as
in any sense a revision of the Charter or an amend
ment of the Charter. On that subject our views ate
well known. We are for the strictest application of the
juridical procedure prescribed in Articles 108 and 109
of the Charter. Indeed, it seems tous that the Tunisian
draft resolution is the one that by its terms seeks a
revision of the Charter, and it is that aspect which 1
have tried to bring to light. As far as we are con
cerned,' We are not agreeable to an amendment of the
Charter without careful consideration, according to
the provisions contained in the Charter itself,for such
revision. We should like to assure the representatives,
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"especially the representative of the SovietUnion-whc -187'~ However, "since the decision was takfm at the
has, I know, strongViews on this subject-thatwhatever resumed thirteenth session regarding the independence
we have said does not amount in any sens~ to any oi the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under French
suggestion for any amendment of the Charter. administration [resolution 1349 (XDl)] and the agree-

, ment last summer ,between the Governments of France
178. Mr. SALAMANCA (Bolivia) (translated from and Togoland regarding the date of the latter's in-
Spanish): I shall be brief in compliance with the dependence it became quite clear that the problem of
President's request, and also because I th:h1k the the compo;ition of the Trusteeship Council wUlhave
Assembly is already familiar with the main points of to be faced, and faced soon.
this item. "'

. 188. In the provisional agenda of the fourteenth sas-
179. The BoliVian delegation would have liked to be sion [A/4150] distributed by the Secretary-General
able to vote in' favour of the Tunisian m'aft resolu- last July the attention of the Member States was
tion [A/L.275/Rev.l] but, for 'reasons WhiCh

b
! shall drawn tC: this probiem.Unfortunately, no serious

now explain, this draft ~dmits.of the possi llity of attempt was made to give the matter the attention it
the General Asse~bly taking an mdirect constitutional deserves and the detailed study in COMmttee'that it
decision with whIch we do not agree because in a requires. Now, in the final hours of the fourteenth
s~nse it involves a reVision of the Charter. session, we are faced with the problem in all its

180. Article 86, paragraph 1 c, of, the Charter complexity and ul'gency"
stipulates that elections should be held everythre~ 189. The provisions of the Charter are quite clear.
years and this stipulation, in our opinion, is ineluctable Elections to the Trusteeship Council are conditioned
under rule 149 of the Assembly's rules of procedure. by the principle of parity which had been accepted at
Moreover, this provision coincides with certain San Francisco and became the central"feature of the
inalienable rights of Member States. composition of the Trusteeship Council. Elections to
181. The question of the reol'ganization of the Trus- the Trusteeship Council are thus different from the
teeship Councll, like that of the :reorganization of elections to the other principal ,organs of the United
other Councils should, in our view, be raised at the Nations, namely the Security Council, the Economic
next session of the General Assembly. On the basis" and Social Council and the International Court of
of thiG legal conviction, we believe that the Assembly Justice, where the number of Member States to be
cannot discuss a hypothetical case that has not yet elected has been determined by tho Charter and
occurred. Finally, it is a very dangerous precedent 'specified by the Charter.
to interpret the Charter by drawing lots. This method 190. This is not the case of the Trusteeship Councll
is not provided for in the Assembly's rules of proce- where elections were not prescribed to fill a specific
dure. We feel that the Assembly~ at its next session, number of seats, but merely and exclusively to pro
should solve the problem in legal terms, taking into vide for parity between the administering and non
account all the factors, involved or any changes that admiriistering members. When parity is enddngered
may take place in the composition of the Council. due to the change of status of administering mem-
182. These are the general comments we wanted to bers, 't,hen measures must be taken to restore such
make on the Tunisian draft resolution. parity, without which,' in "our opinion,. the Council

cannot function without Violating the Charter provi-
183. As one' representative has very rIghtly pointed sions, which, however inconvenient, must be respected
·out, the Soviet Union draft resolution [A/L.274] is and strictly applied.
technically in order, but at the same time we believe 191. The situation as was described the repre
that the Trusteeship Council is fully empoWered to sentative' of Tunisia and others arises from the fact
state, at any time it thinks fit, when a change should that by 1 July 1~60 neither France nor Italy will any
be m"ade in the Charter such as that referring to the longer be Administering Authorities. Italy will have
membership of the Trusteeship Council. to relinquish its seat on the Councll on 1 July 1960,
184. I should now like to explain how my delegation that is to say, upon the attainment of independence by
intends to vote on the Tunisian draft resolution. We the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian ad
shall vote in favour of the first but against the second ministration, because the continued presence of Italy
and third paragraphs of the preamble. We shall vote in the Council after that date wouldhave no legal basis
for operative paragraph 1 <!) but against operative whatever. France will stay as one of the five members
paragraphs 1 @, 1 (£) and, 2 and 3. We shall vote in mentioned by name in Article 23 of the Charter.
favour of paragraph 4~ 192. The application of the principle of parity which
185. Only thus can the General Assembly really cannot be violated-and I repeat, which cannot be
approach "the question of the compositi'on of the violated-without Violating the Charter, will require
Council. In a sense, the Tunisian draft resolution the withdrawal of three' 'elected members by 1 July
compels us to ignore the Charter. For this reason, 1960. Now the proper way, in our view, is to elect
the Bolivian delegation suggests this votingprocedure two members now for a period that will end with the
as a solution which will enable us to expedite the tel"mination of the trusteeship agreements relatiilg to
consideration of this item and. to conclude our work. the Trust Territories of the Cameroons and Togoland

under French admin.istration, and to recommend that
186. Mr. PACHACHI (Iraq): The rapid and welcome one of the three members elected last year withdraw
progress of several Trust Territories towards the voluntarily on 1 July 1960 upon the attainmellt of in
full attainment of the objectives of the International dependence by the Trust Territory ofSomalllandundet
Trusteeship System, in accordance with Article 76 b Italian administration.
of the Charter, has created a problem that no one
could have exp~cted to arise so early in the life of 193. Falling such voluntary withdrawal, we feel that
our Organization. there is no recourse but to draw lots. It might be
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said that the General Assembly.can only elect mem
bers to the Trusteeship Council for a period of three
years and no less. If we follow this reasoning to its
logical conclusion, then at the next session nothing
can be done and no further election can be h9ld on the
expiration of the term of the United Arab Republic,
Burma and Paraguay at the end of 1961.

194. Such a course, in our view, will serve no useful
purpose, will prolong the problem unduly and will
violate the Charter. Moreover, it is inconsistent for
those whq maintain that each elected member must
serve th,e entire three-year term to say that th(~

matter can be reviewed at the next session, since allY
action taken next year will have to imply that some
elected members will relinquish their members,hip
before the three-year term. comes to an end.

195. However, it is wrong to say that the General
Assembly cannot elect members for a period less
than the three years specified in the Charter. This

, has been done in respect of the Security Council and
the Economic and Social Council when they were first
established in 1946. Thus the best waY', in our view,
would be to elect, two members for a period ending at
the termination of the Trusteeship Agreements "n the
Cameroons and Togoland. A third elected member
should voluntarily withdraw on 1 J'uly 1960 j and if no
such voluntary withdrawal takes place on that date,
then lots would have to be drawn shortly before
1 July 1960.

196. The two draft resolutions before us do not take
this view fully into account. Of the two drafts, we are
inclined to favour the Soviet draft resolution [A/L.274]
which would give the General Assembly the opportunity
to devote all its attention at the resumed session to
this question and settle it by whatever method it
deems fit. It would be much better to discuss the
problem at a resumed session than at the next ses
sion; first, because postponing the matter to the
fifteenth. session will inevitably result in a clear
violation of the Charter, and secondly, because a:t a
resumed session the Assembly could devote to the
problem much more time and attention than at the
next session, when it has so many other questions to
deal with. Thirdly, a question of this kind should be
determined not by the Council, but by the Assembly
itself, which has the ultimate authority under the
Charter.

197. The Tunisian draft resolution [A/L.275/Rev.1]
which shares substantially the aims of the Soviet
draft resolution, does not allow the Assembly suffi
cient time to consider the problem further and gives
the Trusteeship Council, rather than the General
Assembly, the right to determine the membership
of the Council, though this will be done by the harm
less method of drawing lots.

198. In our opinion, the more leisurely atmosphere
of a resumed session would be more conducive to the
solution of the problem than either this session in its
final hours or the next session with its heavy load of
work. This is the aim of the Sovietproposal, while the
Tunisian draft resolution contemplates a decisionnow.
It is for this reason that we prefer the Soviet proposal
and will accordingly .....ote for it. '

199. Now, it seems to us that the issue boils down
to Whether we shouldconsider this question on 27 April
a.t a resumed session, or next September at the
fifteenth session. The difference in time involved is

only five months. A delay for such a,comparatively
sho~ period of time does not, in our view, warrant
such a clear violation of the Charter. We fail to see
any advantage in discussing this question at the fif
teenth session rather than at the r£'Bumed fourteenth
session. On the contrary, we see e"~~ry advantage in
having a resumed secsion, which ~n.11 give us all the
time we need to deal seriously ~';ld constructively
with this question and enable us to overcome this
present difficulty and solve the problemwithouthaVing
to circumvent the Charter of the United Nations.

200. For all these reasons, we find the Soviet draft
resolution preferable; therefore we shall vote for it
and we hope that the Assembly will eto likewise.

Mr. Beladnde (Peru) resumed the Chair•.

201. Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): No one,
having heard the speeches that we have heard, could
suggest that the problem with which we have to deal
is an easy one. I learned at school that even Homer
nods, and it seems that when A.rticle 86 of the Charter
was drafted, a situation in wllic::i administering mem
bers of the Council ceased to administer Trust Terri
tories during the term. of office of elected members
was not foreseen. It seems also from the memo
randum submitted by the United Kingdom!Ion 15 Sep
tember 1945 to the Preparatory Commission of the
United Nations, to which the representative of Tunisia
referred, that it was perhaps the United Kingdom
delegation w~ch at the time came nearest to thinking
of this problem. But even the United Kingdom delega
tion did not ,~ompletely foresee the problem which
faces us now•..

202. It i$ evident from our discussions that there are
two views on thi,s matter. It is also evident from the
memorandum, which the representative of Tunisia has
quoted and of which, of course, my delegation was
aware, that at one time the United Kingdom Govern
ment was at any rate toying with one of these views.
But circumstances change, and when we are fully
faced with the practical issue wPich we now face, it
is perfectly legitimate to take a different view from
the view we took then. As far as I am concerned, my
withers are completely unwrung.

203. Indeed, when this m.emorandum was sent by the
United Kingdom Government to the Preparatory Com
mission, not a single delegation, as far as we' are
aware, even discussed the matter. At that time every
one was interested in one thing and one thing only,
namely, the. establis~ent of the Trusteeship System
and the setting up of the Trusteeship Council. 1'he
memorandum which has been referred to dia not deal
with the I?roblem which we are now facing, namely,
the situation in which a trusteeship agreement is
terminated during the three-year term of'an elected
member. That is the practical situation whichwehave
got to face now, and lam anxious to try to deal with
this matter not only briefly but in a practical manner.
Our duty is to find a procedure which accords with
Article 86 of the Charter.

204. We in the United Kingdom delegation entirely
agrae-and I wish to underline th~s point ~s much as
I can-as to the essential importance of parity as set
out in Article 86, paragraph 1, c,o£ the Charter.
Indeed, we could not agree to any procedure which
derogated from this. But Article 86,pa:ragraph 1 c,

11 See footn~te 1.
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itself to conduct proceedings in certain circumstances
for its own reduction. What is more, the proposal was
tntroduced at the last moment of our session; it W~d
distributed only this week. .

209. It seems to me wary pertinent to askwhat is the
attitude of the five elected members concerned. Do
any of them agree to go off the Council in the manner
described in the Tuni$ian draft resolution? As far as
I know, none of them do. If I am correct in this, this
draft resolution would appear to seek to force them
off the Council.

210. I must make it clear at this stage that if-and
I repeat: if-an interpretation of Article 86 of the
Cha.rter which is contrary to our view is adopted by
the Assembly, it might be necessary at some stage
but not, in our view, now, to devise some procedur~
by which one or more elected members should go off
the Council during a three-year term-if, for example
an administering member, on ceasingtohave adminis~
tering responsibilities, were to resign its membership
of the Council. But this stage has not, in our view
been reached, and operative paragraphs 1 ® and 1 (Q)
of the Tunisian draft resolution, as well as operative
paragraph 2, seem to us to be open to objection for
this reason. Also, of course, they conflict with our
view of the best interpretation of the Charter.

?11. Equally, the second preambular paragraph
seems to us to be open to objection. It makes no
reference, _'9 I have said, to the three-year :rule, and
indeed it refers twice to modification of the composi
tion of the Council in accordance with Al1ticle 86,
paragraph 1 c, when in fact that paragraph contains
no reference to any such modification as the draft
resolution contemplates in its operative paragraphs.
Indeed, that paragraph refers, as I h2.ve said, to
elections for three-year terms. '

212. :r:D. any case, it is clear that the second pre
ambular paragraph and operative paragraphs 1 (Q)
and 1 (£) and paragraph 2 go together and should be
taken together when the question of voting arises.

213. Operative paragraph 3 seems to us in the cir
~umstances to be superfluous and, in any case, con
sequential to the two previous operative paragraphs.

214. Before I conclude my remarks on the Tunisian
draft, may I simply say this: that we hs:lV'':) app7L10ached
this problem with one thing in mind, which iEI indeed
mentioned. in the thirdpreambular paragraph-namely,
the importance, in the discussions and debates in the
Trusteeship Council, of elected members. These
elected members in a sense represent the world as a
whole in trusteeship matters, and we would be very
sorry to see a premature reduction in the number of
these most valuable members of the Councll. Of
course, this does not. in· any way derogate from our
sense of the importance of the principle of parity.

215. It seems to us that if the parts of this draft
resolution v:hich, as I have said, we regard as open
to objection can be removed, then it will be possible
for the Assembly to proceed to the election of two
members of the Trusteeship Council in the ordinary
way. There Will, of course, be no reason why the
matter should not be raised again at the fifteenth
session of the Assembly, when further discussion
might indeed be useful. Possibly,if this is done, we
will then be confronted with a situation which re
quires some procedure for a reduction in the number

also refers, and refers without qualification, to elec
tions for three-year terms. I would be inclined to
agree with the representative of Tunisia, when he
suggests that if there were a conflict the principle
of parity might have to prevail. But in our belief there
if!l no conflict, or there need be no conflict, at any
rate at the present time, and our task in the General
Assembly is to ensure, if this is humanly possible,
that the two requi!'ements I have mentioned are
reconciled.

205. There seems to us to be one satisfactory way
of doing this. We believe that the best interpretation
which the General Assembly could place upon this,
if I may say so, not very easy Article of the Charter
would be to take the view that the membership of the
Council is constituted at the moment of elections.
When the terms of elected members expire, we must
clearly proceed to elect sufficientmembers to balance
the number of members who, at the moment of elec
tion, are administering Trust Territories. This, of
course, means, in practical terms, that nowwe should
elect two members. Ha~ngmade this calculation, the
membership of the Council should then, in our view,
remain unchanged until the next occasion on which the
term of office of elected members expires.

206. The other interpretation which I have heard
and, of course, it is a perfectly arguable inter
pretation-is the one envisaged by the draft resolution
submitted by Tunisia [A/L.275/Rev.11, and I hope I
may be allowed to say, submitted in a very lucid and
eloquent speech. This interpretation is that at the
moment when an administering member ceases to
have administering responsibilities, an elected mem
ber, or in certain circumstances two elected mem
bers, must retire. As I have said, this is arguable,
but it seems to us a less good intel"pretation~ It in
volV(~s, or may involve, curtailment of the term of
office of elected members, which is of course for
three years, the term which is prescribed in the
Charter. In fact, it goes against the three-year prin
ciple contained in Article 86, paragraph 1 c.

207. Hei. e I must say that I couldnot subscribe to the
interpretation that "threeyears" means "notmore than
three years"; it means, surely, what it says. This
interpretation of Article 86 would involve devising
some sort of procedure such as that proposed in the
Tunisian draft resolution; but I am bound to say that,
in the view of my delegation, such a procedure seems
likely to be both invidious and embarrassing. 'l"his is
well illustrated, we feel, by the Tunisian draft resolu
tion, which seeks to establish a procedure for getting
three elected members off the Council when, in 1960,
two administering members cease to have adminis
tering responsibilities. The draft resolution disre
gards completely the three-year elected term, of
which it makes no mention whatever. Can such an
absence of mention of this important principle be
justified?

208. Precedents have been cited from both the Trus
teeship Council and the Security Council, but my
,delegation does not believe that these precedents can
be justifiably adduced in this ( 2.se. In the case of the
Trusteeship Council, the members who were elected
to fill the remainder of the term in question were
aware of what was happening when they were elected,
and., in the case of the Security Council, it was part
of a voluntary arrangement. The Tunisian draft resolu
tion seeks to establish a procedure for th~ Council

772
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he considered by the Assembly. The solutions pro
posed in the Tunisiandraftresolution'[A/L.275/Rev.l]
and,. in the'Soviet draft resolution [A/L.274] respec
tively both seem equally acceptable to us. There are

,undoubtedly stm other possiNe solutions, for since
we have spoken o:f respect for the Charter, the essen
tial condition we think should be obBerved in this case
is .obViously par~.,y. That is clearly set forth in Ar
ticle 86, paragraph 1 c, which says:

IIAs many other Members elected for three-year
te1'D1A by the General Asr~4})mbly as may be neces""
saz:y to'ensure that the toCti numbe~ of members of
the Trusteeship Council is equally divid~d •••".

Consequently, eq;lal distribution is thp,; most im
portant legal,. element. Election for a thr...~e-year term
is secondary" as the Charter says "as many ... 80S
may be necessary". If it is Dot necessary to elect a
member for a three-year' term or to elect one at
all', then there is no :ueed to go any further and the
Charter has been respected.

223. An9ther solution might be to elect a member
for only four months. There may be other possible
solutions but we are not particularly concerned about
them. We are, however, concerned about respect for
the Charter.

224. Our delegation's attitude to the various draft
resolutions which may be· submitted will be deter
mined by the position of France on 27 .t\pril 1960 and
by our respe~t for the Charter, to which we attach
the greatest importance.

225. Mr. 'COMAY (Israel): My delegationreg:retetbat
in the expiring moments of the General Assembly we
Should be asked to pronounce on far-reaching issues
which involve the interpretation of the Charter and
which raise the possibility that properly electedmem
bers of the Trusteeship Council should bo required,
against their will, to relinquish their membership
prematurely. . '

226. My delegation has had no proper opportunity to
study the implications of the Tunisian draft resolu
tion [A/L.275/Rev.1.] and is not venturing an opinion
on its substance. We would be opposed, however, to
accepting it at such short notice and would prefer to
leave intact the position of the elected members until
the whole problem has been properly considered in
the usual way at the next session of the General
Assem.~ly.

227. We shall, therefore, vote againstparagraphs 1 (2)
and 1 ~~) and against paragraph 2 of this draft resolu-

. tion. :1rom this it follows that we would not support
the second paragraph of the preamble.

228. Mr. ORTONA (Italy): As the position of Italy
has, from time to time, been brought to the attention
of delegations, I shall now make a very brief state
ment in this connexion.

229. By agreement with the General Assembly and
the Government .of· Somalia, Italy will relinquish its
trusteeship on 1 July 1960 and, for Italy, in view of
its position in the Trusteeship Councll due solely to
the trusteeship of Somalia, it will not be a question
of a metamorphosis as in the case of France.

230. In the matter now being debated there appears
to be some disagreement about the effect which the
cessation of our mandate in Somalia should have upon
the membership of the TrusteeshipCouncll,. Obviously,

of elected members. But the situation, in our view,
is not yet with us, anci we feel that for next year the
composition of the Council need not in any case be
changed. Surely this is the common-sense view. We
have had a friendly and, I hope, fruitful discussion
of the whole matter. There are some points on which
we all agree, namely, that we should proceed with
the e.lection, and on the principle of parity. I have
heard no disagreement with these two principles.. But
there are other points on which we do not agree. We
are at the eleventh hour of this session of the General
Assembly• Surely, the practical and common-sense
thing ,to do is to proceed tc the election and then to
leave the matter of discussing the composition of the
Council until next year.
216. I must say here that we see no reason for a
resumed session in April, and what I have already
said will indicate why we take this view. We reg&rd
resumed sessions at times of year other than the
normal one as undesirable on general grounds. In our
view, the matter can perfectly well be left until the
next regular session. There is no legal or practical
reason, in our view~ for a resumed session during
1960.
217. Therefore, my delegation will be obliged to
oppose the draft resolution submitted by the Soviet
Union [A/L.274].

218. Mr. KOSCZIUSKo-MORIZET (France) (trans
lated from French): The French delegation has not
spoken until now because it felt it should adopt an
attitude of discretion in a matter for which it was
partly responsible. However, the circumstances which
have given rise to the problem are happy ones, since
they are connected with the independence o~E Togoland
and the Cameroons.

21.9. Our attitude in the matter is a disinterested
one, since in any event we are members of the Trus
teeship Council. Unlike our Itl:!lian friends, we are
not leaving the Council, but merely changing our
sta.tus. Our position in this matter, which is a delicate
one because it affects other delegations with whichwe
are equally friendly, is based first and foremost on
respect for the Charter andparticularly for Article 86.
Just as we have called for rrespect for the rules of
procedure in the Fourth Committee 'so we have always
defended the Charter in this Assembly and in other
Committees. There is no reason why we should not
continue to do so when dealing with a matter concern
ing the Trusteeship Council.

220. The representative of Haiti, who is the President
of the Trusteeship Council and an expert in all trus
teeship matters, has asked me a question. That ques
tIon is what, in the opinion of my delegation, would be
the position of France on 27 Apri11960 when Togoland
becomes independent, the first State under French
trusteeship, the Cameroons, having become inde
pendent on 1 January 1960•.

221. We are accustomed not only to reply to the
questions put to \1S, but to reply to them clearly. On
27 April 1960, France· will no longer consider itself
an Administering Authority and will be a member of
the Trusteeship Council in its capacity as a per
manent member of the Security Council. It will thereu
fore accept all the practical consequences of this new
situation in its participation in the Council's work.

222. Having clearly stated our position of principle,
we have no preference as to the solutions whioh might
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I understood correctly, would consequently no longer
regard itself as a member of the Trusteeship Council.

241., Th:us, the arguments we have put forward are
still valid and we veryl)1l..lch regret that statements
we have heard have not succeeded in shaking olir
conviction.

242. I should also like to emphasize that if the com~

position of the Trusteeship Council remains unchanged
after 27 April 1960, we shall regard all its meetings
ann decisions as' illegal. On this point, th9re can be no
doubt whatever. To sum up the situation as it will exist
on 27 April 1960 or on 1 July 1960, we consider that if
no elected member of the CouncU resigns in order
to restore the balance, the compositionof the Trustee
ship Council will be contrary to the Charter.

243. The following solutions are therefore open tous:
either to proceed now to elect the two members of the
Council for a term of less than three years, that is,
until 27 April 1960 or 1 July 1960; or to schedule a
meeting ,of the General Assembly for April 1960 to
decide which members of the Council shall withdraw
in order to restore parity; or to provide for voluntary
resignations on 27 April 1960.

244. Thus, the solution we have advocated in our
draft resolution is still, in our view, the best one be..
cause it does not conflict in any waywith the Charter.

245. Another point I should like to str"3SS is that our
draft resolution suggests a mathod-I repeat-amethod
which, in the absence of any other, or to be more pre
cise, in the absence of voluntary resignations, we re
gard as the only practical one.

246. 'Tunisia decided to subnl1t a draft for the
Assembly's consideration for the simple reason that,
in its ,view, the very foundations of the Charter-and
therefore, of the Caited Nations itself-are en
dangered. I would therefore point out that operative
paragraphs 1 ~) and 1 (Q) of our draft resolution are
nothing more or less than a virtually textual repro
duction of an Article of the Charter. Consequently, it
is our view that, assumingwe genuinelywish to ensure
observance of the Charter, it would be a flagrant
contradiction to vote against the draft resolution, and
more particularly, against paragraphs 1 (Q) and 1 (Q).

247. It has been said that it is illegal to leave it to
the Council to decide, by drawing lots, which members
should withdraw, in order to preserve parity. I would
point out that, if our draft resolution is adopted, it will
be the General Assembly which will instruct the Trus
teeship Council to take a simple procedural measure
decided upon by the Assembly itself.

248. To vote on our draft resolution in parts, as has
'been s':lggested, will be to mutilate it and wholly dis
tort, its meaning. I would point out that our draft
resolution constitutes a single wl}ole. If para
graphs 1 (Q) and 1 (Q) and paragraphs 2 and 3 were
rejected, the draft resolution would no longer have
any point; it would have lost its practical content. If
those paragraphs were rejected, the Tunisian delega
tion would therefore vote against its own draft
resolution.

249. I wonld particularly remind the General
Assembly that we are bound by the Charter and must
avoid creating what would be an exceptionally serious
precedent.
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Republic, Union of South Africa, Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela., Yugoslavia,
Albania, Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cambodia, China, Cuba,
Czechosl'lvakia, Finland. France, Guinea, Haiti,
Hungary, Iraq, Ireland. Libya, Luxembourg, Mexico,
Morocco, Nepal, Pakistan.

Agains.!: .PhiJippines, Sweden, Thailand. UnitedArab
RepubUc, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. United States of America, Yemen,
Afghanistan~ Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ceylon, ChUe,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark,. DominicanRepublic,
Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Ghana, Honduras,
India, Indonesia~ Israel, Japan, Liberia, NewZealand.
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru.

Abstaining: Spain, Austria, Burma, Canada, Ecuador,
EI Salvador, Greece, Guatemala, Iceland. Iran, Italy,
La:os, Lebanon, Netherlands, Norwayo

The result of the vote was 35 in favour, 31 agains t,
with 15 abstentions.

The second paragraph of the preamble was not
adopted, having failed to obtain the reqUired two
thirds majority.

261. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
shall now put to the vote the third paragraph of the
preamble.

A vote was taken by roll-call.

Austria, having been drawn by lot by the President,
was called upon to vote first.

In favour: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Burma,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cam'lJodia,
Ceylon, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, Ecuador, Federation of Malaya, France,
Guinea, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland,'
Japan, Lebanon, Libya, V'lXembourg, Mexico,
Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, Pakil?tan, Panama,
Poland. Portugal, Roma,nia, Saudi Arabia, Spain,
Sudan; Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of South Africa, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic,
Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Albania,
Argentina, Australia.

Against: Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, China, Ethiopia.

Abstaining: Canad~~ Domimcan Republic, EI Sal....
vador, Finland, Gh:..:..w~, Greece, Guatemala, Iceland,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Italy, Laos, Liberia,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Sweden, United KingdoDl of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. Unit<2d States of Am,erica,
Uruguay.

The third paragraph of the preamble was adopted
by 51 votes to 5. with 25 abstentions.

262. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
now put to the vote operative paragraph 1 <!). A roll
call vete has been requested.

A vote was taken by roll-call.

Panama, having been drawn by lot by the President,
was called upon to vote first.

In favour: Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, SaudiArabia, Spain, Sudan,
Sweden, Thailand, Tuni~:ia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of South Africa, Union of

250. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
Assell).bly should vote on two draft resolutions, one
submitted by the USSR [A/L.274] and one b3-~ Tunisia
[A/L.275/Rev~1]. A vote paragraph by paragraph and
by roll-call has been requested. In accordance with
the rules of procedure, I shall put to the vote first the
draft resolution submitted by the Soviet Union.

251. I call upon the representative of Tunisia on a
point of order.
252. Mr. MONGI SLIM (Tunisia) (translated from
French):- I have requested priority for the draft
resolution submitted by my delegation arid I believe I
am right in thinking that the Soviet Union is' not
opposed to my request. I therefore request that draft
should be put to the vote firsty

253. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated from Russian): The Soviet delega
tion has no objection to priority being given to the
Tunisian draft resolution. .

254. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
would ask the representative of Tunisia if he insistEi
on his draft resolution being put to the vote as a
whole.
255. Mr. MONGI SLIM (Tunisia) (translated from
French): Naturally, I should like the draft resolution
submitted by the Tunisian delegation to be put to the
vote as a whole. H'l)WeVer, I do not object to a vote
paragraph by paragraph if this has been requested by
another delegation.

256. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
Since the sponsor is not opposed to a vote in parts,
I shrYput this draft resolution to the vote paragraph
by paragraph.

257. Mr. KING (Liberia): I really do not desire to
prolong the discussion tllis evening; hence I requested
that the operative part of the Tunisian draft resolution
should be voted on paragraph by paragraph.

258. Mr. JHA (India): I am not very clear on what
the President said concerning whether we are goingto
vote paragraph by paragraph on the operative part or
on the preamble also. I should like the first and second
paraGraphs of the preamble to be votedupon separatel:"..
then the third paragraph, and then'the operative part
paragraph by paragraph and sub-paragraph by sub
paragraph.

[After a procedural discussion resulting from a
misunderstanding of the subject of the first roll-ca.ll
vote, that vote was cancelled and the voting proceeded
as follows.}

259. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
shall now put to the vote the first paragraph of the
preamble of the Tunisian draft resolution [A/L.275/
Rev.l]. I do not think we need vote by roll-call.

The paragraph was adopted by '19 votes to none,
with 1 abstention.

260. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
shall now vote on the second paragraph of the
preamble.

A vote Was taken by roll-call.

The Philippines, haVing been drawn by lot by the
President, was called upon to vote firs t.

In favour: Poland. Portugal, Romania, Saudi Arabia,
Sudan, Tunisia, TJ;lrkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
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Britain and NorthernIreland, UnitedStates ofAmerica,
Uruguay, Yemen. Afghanistan, Argentina. Bolivia,
Brazil. Burma. Cambodia. peylon. Chile, Colombia.
Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominioan Republic, Federa
tion of Malaya, Fitiland, Ghana, Honduras, India,
Indonesia, Israel. Japan.

Abstaining: Laos. Lebanon, Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Spain, Sudan. Turkey. Yugoslavia, Austria,
Canada, Ecuador, EI Salvador. Ethiopia, Gup,temala,
Iceland, Iran, Italy.

Paragraph 1 (Q) 'was rejected by 34 votes to 2.9,
with 18 abstentions.

265. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
oall upon the representative of the Dominican Re
public 011 a point of order.

266. ·Mr. de MARCHENA (Dominican Republio)
(translated from Spanish): In view of the result of the
previous votes, the logical oourse for the Assembly
would surely be to decide that there is 110 point in
voting on paragraphs 2 and 3, sinoe· they are con
sequential upon the paragraphs it has previously
rejected.

267. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
think the representative of the Dominican Republio is
right.

268. I recognize the representative of the Soviet
Union on a point of order.

269. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated from Russian): Although I am not
the author of this draft resolution, so far as I under
stand it paragraph 2 is quite independent, and if the
General Assembly adopted it there would be a definite
instruction and a method for effecting the withdrawal
from the Trosteeship Council of those members whioh
should 1eave it because of two of the Administering
Authorities ceasing to have administering status. I
think, therefore. that we should vote on paragraph. 2,
as well as on paragraph 3, which is connected with it.
I would ask you to put them to the vote"

270. The PR ESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
Since there is a request for a vote, I think that
operative paragraphs 2 and 3 should be put to the
vote. I inVite the Assembly to vote on paragraph 2.

Byelorussian Soviet Sooia1i~tRepublic, having been
drawn by lot by the President, was calledupon to vote
fb.-st.

In favour: Byelorussian So,'iet Socialist Republic,
China, Cuba. Czechoslovakia, France, Guinea, HaUi,
Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Libya, Luxembourg, Mexico,
Morocco, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Tunisia,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. Venezuela, Albania, Australia,
Belgium, Bulgaria.

Against: Cambodia, Ceylon, Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ethiopia,
Federation of Malaya, FiIlland, Ghana, Honduras,
India. Indonesia. Israel, Japan, Laos. Liberia, NeW
Zealand, Nioaragua, Panama, Para[11ay, Peru, Philip
pines, Saudi Arabia. Spain, Sweden. Thailand, United
Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Yemen,
Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma.

Abstaining: Canada. Ecuador, El Salvador. Greece,
Guatemala,. Iceland, Iran, Italy, Lebanon, Nepal,
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Soviet Sciciaiist Republics, United Arab Republic,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of ~merioa, Uroguay, Venezuela,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Albania, Argentina,
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria.
Burma, Byelorossian Soviet Sooialist Republio, Cam
bodia, Canada. Ceylon, Chile, China. Colombia. Costa
Rica, Cuba, Jzechoslovalda, Denmark, Dominioan
Republic, Eouador, EI Salvador, Ethiopia, Federation
of Malaya. Finland. France, Ghana. Greeoe,
Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti. Honduras, Hungary. Iceland,
India, Indonesia. Iran, Iraq, 'Ir~land, Israel. Japan,
Laos, Lebanon. Liberia, Libya, Luxembourg. Mexioo,
Morocoo, Nepal, Netherlands. New Zealand,
Nioaragua, Norway, Pakistan.

Against: None.

Abstaining: Italy.

'Paragraph 1 (sJ was adopted by 80 votes to none,
with 1 abstention.

263. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
now put to the vote operative paragraph 1 @.

A vote was taken by roll-call.

Austria, having been drawn by lot by the President,
was called upon to vote firs t.

In favour: Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, China, Cubai Czeohoslovakia.
France. Guinea, Haiti, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Libya,
Luxembourg, Mexioo, Morooco. Nepal, Pakistan,
Panama, Poland, Romania, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of South Afrioa. Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Venezuela, Albania,
Australia.

Against: Bolivia, Brazil, Burma. Cambodia. Ceylon.
Chile, Colombia. Costa Rica. Denmark, Dominican
Republic, Ethiopia. Federation of Malaya, Finland,
Ghana. Honduras. India. Indonesia. Israel, Japan,
Liber!a, New Zealand, Nioaragua~ Paraguay, Pero,
Philippines. Saudi Arabia, Sweden. Thailand, United
Arat Republic, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of Amerioa. 'G'ruguay•.
Yemen. Afghanistan. Argentina.

Abstaining: Austria. Canada. l!Jouador, EI Salvador.
Greece, Guatemala. Iceland, Iran, Italy. Laos.
Lebanon. Netherlands. :Norway. Portugal. Spain, Sudan.
Turkey, Yugoslavia.

Paragraph 1 (]}) was rejected by 35 vq,~ to 28,
with 18 abstentions.

264. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
shall now put to the vote operative paragraph 1 (ID.

A vote was taken by roll-call.

Laos, having been drawn by lot by the President,
was called upon to vote firs t.

In favour: Libya,; Luxembourg, Mexico, Morocco,
Nepal, P.akistan, Panama, PolancI. Romania, Tunisia,
Ukrainian Soviet Sooialist Republic. Union of South
Africa, Union of Soviet SocialistRepublics, Venezuela,
Albania, Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorossian
SOViet Sooialist Republic, China, Cuba, Czeoho
slovakia, France, Greece, Guinea, Haiti, Hungary,
Iraq, Ireland.

Against: Liberia, New Ziealand, Nicaragua. Para
guay, Pero, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Thai":'
land, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great
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273. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
General Assembly will now vote on the draft resolu
tion as a whole, as it now stands.

A voto was taken by roll-oall.

Iran, having been drawn by Jot by the President,
waS oalled upon to vote firs t.

In favour: Iran, Israel, Japan, Laos, Liberia,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nioaragua, Norway,
P~n.amr:;. Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, Saudi Arebia,
Spain, ~weden, Thailand, Turkey, UnJ.ted Arab Re
public, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, UnitedStates of Amerioa, Yemen, Afghanistan,
Argentina, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Cambodia,
Canada, Ceylon, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rioa, Den
mark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, EI Salvador.
Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Greece, Guatemala,
Honduras, India, Indonesia.

Against: Iraq, Ireland, Lebanon, Libya, Luxembourg,
Mexioo, Morooco, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines,
Poland, Romania, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republio, Union ofSoviet SocialistRepublics, Uru&uay,
Venezuela, Albania, Belgium, Bulgariar Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, China, Cuba, Czecho
slovakia, Finland, Guinea, Haiti, Hungary.

Abstaining: Italy, budan, Union of South Africa,
Yugoslavia, Australia, France, Ghana, Iceland.

The result 9f the vote was 45 in favour, 28 against,
and 8 abstentions.

The draft resolution was not adopted, having failed
to obtain the required two-thirds majority.

274. The PRESIDENT (translated from Span.j'·~J~.):
Since the draft resolution submitted by Tunisia has
not been adopted, we shall have to vote on the draft
resolution submitted by the Soviet Union [A/L.274].
I would remind the Assembly that a roll-oall vote
has been reque~ted.

A vote was takf>n by roll-oall.

Czeohoslovakia, haVing been drawn by lot by the
President, was called upon to vote first.

In favour: Czechoslovakia. El Salvador, Finland,
Franoe, Guinea. Haiti, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland, Libya,
l",uxembourg, Mexico, Morooco, Nepal, Pakistan,
Poland, Romania, Sudan, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Albania, Belgium,
Brazil. Bulgaria, Byelprussian Soviet SocialistRe
public, Cuba.

Against: Denmark, Dominioan Republic, Federation
of Malaya, Honduras, India. Indonesia, Japan, Nether
lands, New ,Zealand, Nioaragua, Norway, Paraguay,
Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Thailand, Union of South
Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and:Northern
Ireland, United States of America, Afghanistan, Ar
gentina, Bolivia. Canada. Ceylon, Chile, Costa Rioa.

Abstaining: Ecuador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Greece,
Guatemala, Iceland, Iran, Israel, Italy, Laos, I ..ebanon,
Liberia, Panama, Peru, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Turkey,
United Arab Republic, Uruguay, Yemen, Australia,
Austria, Burma, Cambodia, China, Colombia.

The result of the vote was 29 in favour, ~~ against,
and 26 abstentions.

The draft resolution was not adopted, having failed
to obtain tho required two-thirds majorlty. .

. .
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Sudan, Turkey, Unlon
of South Africa, Uruguay, Yugoslayia, Austria.

Paragraph ~ was rejeoted by 37 votes to 25, with
19 abstentions.
271. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
shall noW vote on operative paragraph 3.

A vote was taken by roll-oall.

The United States of Amerioa, haVing been drawn by
lot by the President, was oalled upon to vote first.

In favour: Venezuela, Albania, Australia, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorusslan Soviet Socialist Re
public, China, Cuba, Czecboslovakia, France, Guinea,
Haiti, Hungary, Iraq, Ireland. Libya, Luxembourg,
Mexico, Morocco, Nepal. Pakistan, Poland, Romania,
Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist RepubUo~ Unien of
Soviet Sooialist Republics.

Against: Yemen, Afghanistan, Argentina, BoliVia,
Brazil, Cambodia, Ceylon, Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Dominican Republio, Honduras, India, Indonesia,
Israel, New Zealand, Nioaragua, Paraguay, Philip
pines, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Thailand, United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Abstaining: United States of Amerioa, Uruguay,
Yugoslavia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Eouador, EI
Salvador, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Finland,
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Iceland, Iran, Italy, Japan,
Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, NethfJrlands, Norway,
Panama, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Sudan, Turkey, Union
of South Afdca, United Arab Republic.

The result of the vote was 2'1 in favour, 23 against,
and 31 abstentions.

Paragraph 3 was not adopted, having failed to obtain
the reqUired two- thirds majority.

272. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
shall now vote on operative paragraph 4.

A vote was taken by roll-oall.

Czeohoslovakia, having been drawn by lot by the
President, was oalled upon to vote firs t.

In favour: nenmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
EI Salvador, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Ghana,
Greeoe, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel,
Japan, Laos, Liberia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New
~ealand~ Nioaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, PhilippinesI' Portugal, Saudi Arabia, Spain,
Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, United Arab Republic,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, U'lited States of AmericR, Yemen, Afghanistan,
Argentina, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Canada,
Ceylon, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica.

Against: Czechoslovakia, Haiti, Hungary, Iraq,
Lebano~. Libya, Mexioo, Morocoo, Nepal, Pakis',an,
Poland, Romania, Tunisia, Ukraininn Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Vene
zuela, Albania, Bulgaria, ByelorussianSoviet Sooialist
Republic, Cuba.

~.hstaining: Finland, Franoe, Guatemala, Guinea,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy. Sudan, Union of South Africa,
Uruguay, Yugoslavia, Australia, Belgium, Cambodia,
China.

Paragraph 4 was adopted by 46 votes to 20, with
10 abs tentJons.
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-tion's proposal springs precisely from the need to

carry out electici.(ls. But I should like to draw your
attention to rule 85 of the rules of procedure, whioh
refers specifically to the election of members of the
Trusteeship Council. This rule states quite clearly
that the election of members of the Trusteeship Coun
cil shall be 'in accordance with paragraph 1 c of
Article 86 of the Charter". It is a question~ not mere;,ly
of elections, but of elections in conformity with
paragraph 1 c of Article 86"

284. The position is thus entirely, clear. We oannot
proceed to elections until we have decided the question
of the method for br~,nging about the right composition
of the Trusteeship Council. We must settle this ques
tion first, before the elections.

285. Hence the Soviet delegation's proposal amounts
to this: we must decide here and now with regard to
the convening of a special session of the General
Assembly and after taking thi~ decision we can pro
ceed to the electionrd in accordance with Article 86 of
the Charter.

286. Mr. Mongl SLIM (Tunisia) (translated from,
French): As the representative of India has so rightly
pointed out, the agenda item before us now is the
election of two members of the Trusteeship CouncU~

Two draft resolutions have been submitted on this
item, each containing Q paragraph stating specifically
that the General Assembly decides to elect two mem
bers of the Trusteeship Council at the present session.
in accordance with Article 86 of the Charter. B",th
these draft resolutions have been rejected; the General
Assembly did not agree to take the decision called
for by the two draft resolutions, namely, to elect two
members of the Trusteeship Council at the present
session in accordance with Article 86 of the Charter.
The Assembly rejected the proposal for the election
of two members of the Trusteeship Councll. In the
circumstances, I think it would be desirable that we
should now consider the convening of a special session
of the General Assembly for that purpose in accord
ance with Article 20 of the Charter and rule 7 of our
rules of procedure. It is my considered view that the
proposal of the Soviet delegation is fully justified.

287. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): My
view is that we are bound by the Charter to carry out
this election. However, we cannot at this stage em-,
bark upcm an interminable discussion of procedure.
I would prefer the Assembly to decide-after all it is
master of its own procedure-whether or notwe should
proceed immediately with the eleotion of the members
of the Trusteeship Council.

288. Mr. ILLUECA (Panama) (transiated from
Spanish): I should like to help the Assembly to bring·
its work tonight to a harmonious conclusion. I have
no axe to grind in doing so, andI am not taking a stand
on one side or the other. I believe that all the pro
posals which have been made are worth considering.
My delegation has no objection to a discussion and
vote upon the Soviet Union representative's proposal
at an appropriate moment. Nor are we opposed to the
substanoe of what the Tunisian representative has
said.

289" However, we do not have to adopt a resolution
tonight in order to be able to elect the two members
of the Trusteeship Council. The reason is very simple:
item 17 of our agenda calls for the electlon of tw'o
members of the Trusteeship Council, not onlybecause
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275. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
call upon the representative of the Soviet Union on a
point of order.

276. Mr~ SOBOLEV. (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated from Russian): Since both draft
resolutions have been rejected in plenary meeting,
a rather complicated situation has arisen. It seems
tome that a way out would be to take a. decision en
abling the General Assembly to meet again to discuss
this question and to settle these important matters
without stopping th.e clock. For at present we are
working with the clock stopped. Naturally, in such
circumstances, we can hardly expect to find a suitable
and sensible solution.

277. I wish to suggest, on behalf of the Soviet delega
tion, that the General AsseDlbly decide now to con
vene a special session for the consideration of this
question, in accordance with rule 7 of the rules of
procedure. Under that rule, a decision to convene a
special session of the General Assembly may be
adopted by a simple majority vote. I propose that the
General Assembly decide to convene a special session
of the General Assembly on 28 April 1960.

278. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
would like to draw the attention of the Assembly to
the extraordinary situation we have now reached. The
representative of the Soviet Union has just proposed'
that, instead of proceeding with the election of two
members of the Trusteeship Council, we shoulddecide
tonight, in accordance with the Charter, to convene a
special session of the Assembly on 27 April 1960 in
order to settle this matter. The Soviet Union repre
sentative's proposal is noW before the Assembly.

279. I call upon the representative o.fIndia ona point
of order.

280. Mr. JHA (India): Just before the representative
of the Soviet Union came to the rostrum and proposed
the convening of a special session, the Presidentmade
an announcement which meant that the Assembly was
seized of item 17 of our agenda, which is the election
of two members of the Trusteeship Council. As a
matter of fact, that is how, about three houl'ls ago, we
began our consideration of this item, if I am not
mistaken.

281. Normally, ballot papers would have been dis
tributed and we would have recorded our votes. How
ever, two draft resolutions were submitted in this
connexion and we had to discuss them. We have just
finished tlle consideration of those draft resolutions
and the hssembly has given its verdict. Therefore,
we revert at 01?-ce to item 17 of the agenda. We must
finish the consideration of that item-the election of
two members of the Trusteeship Council. It is open
to the representative of the Soviet Union or any other
representative to make another propol'al afterward,
sucb as a proposal for the convening of a special
session. But ! submit that, while we are seized of
item 17, there is no place for the proposal of the
representative of the Soviet Union.

282. Therefore, without expressing any vI,ews at this
stage on the Soviet proposal, I submit that it. has to be
deferred until after this item has been completed.
Accordingly, I respectfully request thC3 President to
proceed to the completion of consideration of item 17.

283. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated from Russian): The Soviet delega-
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tHis is envisaged under the Charter and the rules of
procedure but also because the General Committee
has so decided.
290. Henoe, in order to avoid complications, I think
that what we should do is to pl'oceed with the election
of the two Council members and thus dispose of any
suggestion that the adoption of a resolution convening
a speoial session implies postponement ofthis election
until April 1960. In other words, in order to avoid
confusion, I think we should hold the election im
mediately. and then give all due consideration to any
requests such aE that submitted by the Soviet Union
representative.

291. Mr. Itaah HUSAIN (Pakistan): I should like to
ask what the essential requirements a::-e under the
Charter for the constitution of a valid Trusteeship
Council. With the President's permission I shall read
a passage from the Charter.

[The speaker read out Artiole 86~ paragraph 1, of
the Charter.!

Article 86, paragraph 1, clearly. means parity be
tween the administering members and the non
administering members, and if that parity is not
there, it is not a Trusteeship Council, but something
else.
292. Of course, as has been rightly pointed out by
some representatives, including the representative of
the United Kingdom, there is another essential re
quirement-the election of members for three years.
So there are two things: parity between the adminis
tering members and the non-administering members
and the election Qf members for three years.

293. Now, here we have a precedent in the election
of members of the Security Councll. In this con
nexion, I would refer the Assembly to Article 23,
paragraph 1, which lays down the composition of the
Security Council, which is to consist of eleven mem
bers, five permanent members and six non-permanent
members which are elected everY year for twoyears.
Now, what happened when there was a tie vote between
the Philippines and Yugoslavia? We elected each of
them for one year. Did we not then violate the rule?
But there was one merit in that decision, and the merit
was that altilough the letter of the Charter was not
strictly complied with, the Security Council was kept
intaot. It consisted of eleven members and continues
to exist and to function.

294. The same situation has arisen at this session
and we do not yet lmow what the result will be. Two
requirements are necessary: whether we like it or
not, parity has to be maintained between the adminis
tering members and the non-administering members.
But again, that rule of a three-year term must be
violated. In Violating that rule, we must choosebetween
two evils. But there is again the same merit: the
Trusteeship Council is kept intact. If that procedure
is not followed and if there is no parity, whatever the
result of the election may be, there will not be a
Trusteeship Council.

295. Mr. SALAMANCA (Bolivia) (translated from
Spanish): In order to facilitate the debate and with
reference to the President's observation that the
Assembly is master of its own procedure, I am quite
prepared to agree, provided, however, thatwerespact

the Charter and the rules of procedure. Rule 149 of
the rules of procedure states:

fA non-administering member of the Trusteeship
Council shall be elected for a term of three years
and shall be eligible for immediate .re-election."

ThiS rule is based on Article 86, paragraph 1 c, of
the Charter.. What wo~ld the Pl'esidentts positionhave
been if these two draft resolutions had not been sub
mitted to the Assembly? The item would simply have
been the election of members of the Trusteeship
Council.

296. The representative of the Soviet Union raised
a second~ry question of great importance, but I
think"'and the Assembly cannot express a view on
this point-that we first have to elect the members of
the Trusteeship Council whose election is called. for
by our rules of procedure. Ar~ we going to ask the
Assembly to decide whether it agrees to proceedto an
election l'equired by the Charter and the rules of
procedure? On this point I would request the advice
of the President, who has great knowledge and ex-·
parience, but I honestly believe that this is not a
matter for the Assembly to decide, because in this
respect we are goverrled by the rules of procedure
and by the Charter.

297. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated from Russian): Proposals have
been made to us that we should proceed at once to
the elections, but this would be contrary to the proce
dure which the General Assembly has been following
ever since 9 o'clock this evening. We have had before
us, on the agenda, the question of elections. But we
began with a consideration' of draft resolutions which
constituted both a decision to proceed to the elections
and an attempt to solve those preliminary qaestions
whiJ~h arose in connexion with the elections. Con
sequently we cannot simply go on to the elections, but
must take a decision which will enable us to carry out
the elections in full conformity with the Charter and
the rules of procedure.

298. The Soviet delegation's ,proposal has precisely
that effe~t. Its adoption will require not a two-thirds
majority.but a simple majority vote in accordancewith
rule 7 of the rules of procedure. In order, therefore,
to remoVe any obscurities in our proposal, I should
like to read it, and request that it be put to the vote.

[The speaker read out the new USSR draftresolution
(A!L.2'l'l).]

I would ask the President to P,,\t this to the vote.

(299. Mr. LODGE (United States ofAmerica): Although
lin principle it is midnight, by the ordinary man's time
i~ is 1.45 a.m. and we have been sitting all day. In
order that. we may disposa of the election to the
Security Council and have some time to find out just
exactly what we are doing on this item, 1 move that
we suspend discussion on this matter so that we m.ay
proceed to a vote on that election. That is my first
motion. And then I request priority for that motion.
300. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
Since the representative of the United States has in
troduced a motion for suspension of the discussion,
I think, if there is no objection, thatwe should suspend
the debate on item 17 and proceed to elect a non
permanent member of the S3curity Councn.

It was so decIded.
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AG ENDA ITE M 15 310. In spite of the large number of ballots, which is
ISle~tion of three non-permanent members of the Security unprecedented in the history of the Unit-'adNations, the

d fourteenth session is now in the situation of being ai-
Council (conclu ed)* most at the end of its work without having elected (JDe

301. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): of the non-permanentmembel's of the Secu.rityCouncil.
As requested by the representative of the United 311. In view of the circumstances and in an effort to
States, we shall now proceed with the election of one avert a situation wherein the Security Council, which
non-permanent member of the Security Council. is a principal organ of the United Nations, would be
302. To date, the Assembly has cast fifty-one ballots short of one of its non-permanent members, the Soviet
in an attempt to fill the vacancy on the Council, no delegation has decided to support the proposal that the
candidate having obtained the required majority and two-year term in the Security Council shouldbe shared
there being, apparently, no way out of the deadlock. between Poland and Turkey. How:ever, we regard this

solution merely as a temporary way out of the situation
303. Although it is not, of course, for the President which has arisen.
to express an opinion concerning the differences which
have given rise to this situation-and I shall express 312. The Soviet delegation feels bound to emphasize
no such opinion-I regard it as my duty to inform the that its agreement to this implies no change whatsoever
Assembly that, in view of the deadlock, consultations in the Soviet Union's position concerning the election
have taken place among delegations and an under- of non-permanent members of the Security Council.
standing has been reached between the two principal 313. The Soviet delegation will continue its efforts
candidates for the Security Council vacancy and be- to end the discrimination against the Eastern European
tween the various delegations supporting one or other countries in the election of .:lon-permanent members
of them. of the Security Council. These countries are entitled
304. According to my information, this understanding to claim one non-permanent seat in the Security
is subscribed to by the majority of the Members of Council. Any other solution would be contrary to the
the Assembly. The understanding or agreement, so agreement previously reached and would violate the
to speak, is as follows: Poland will at this time be the. principle of the equitable geographical distribution of
only candidate for election as non-permanentmember non-permanent seats in that body.
of the Security Council and, if elected, will serve in 314. The United Nations in general and the Security
that capacity during the yaar 1960. Council in particular will not be able effectively to
305. As an integral part of the agreement reached, discharge their functions in maintaining international
Poland will withdraw from the Council on 31 Decem- peace and security unless the rights and interests of
ber 1960. This would mean that, at the Assembly's all Members are considered and respected in the
fifteenth session, Turkey would be the only candidate Organization and unless the policy of discrimination
to fill the vacancy thus created on the Council and to is brought to an end.
serve as non-permanent member during the year 315. Mr. LODGE (United' States of America): Oll
1961-that is, during the remainder of the two-year. viousl¥ a deadlock has occurred in the elections to
term which we are now considering. the Security Council during the present session of
306. We shall now hold another ballot on the basis the General Assembly. Such a deadlock should be
of the agreement which I have just announced. In the avoided in the future and the distribution of the seats
vote, it is understood that the Members of the in the Security Council should be carried out in ac
Assembly will confirm that agreement... cordance with Article 23 of the Charter, which

provides:
307. Mr. KUZNETSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): All through the [The speaker read out Article 23 of the Charter.}
fourteenth session of the General Assembly elections 316. There has been some talk about discrimination
have been taking place in which Poland and Turkey against Eastern Europe. Let me assure all concerned
have been candidates for one of the seats of non- as emphatically as possible 'that we will not dis
permanent members of the Security Council. As we criminate against any area or against any nation, in
know, fifty-one ballots in all have been taken, and in cluding Eastern Europe. We will examine each can
some of them Poland, which was nominatedby general didacy in the light of the 'circumstances prevailing at
agreement among the Eastern European countries, the time.
received as many as forty-eight votes.

317. Mr. MICHALOWSKI (Poland): In connexion with
308. It is gratifying to note that the majority of what has just been said, the Polish qelegation would
Member States supported the legitimate demand ofthe like to make a brief statement. PoUlita's candidacy
Eastern European countries for the observanue of the to the Security Council was put forward inJuly of this
United Nations Charter and the gentleman's agreement year in agreement with .other Eastern European
concluded in London in 1946 during the first session of countries. We acted in accordance with the provisions
the General Assembly. of the Charter and the gentleman's agreementof1946.
.309. It is obvious to everyone that the election of We based ourselves on the principle 6fthe geographical

distribution of seats in the various United Nations
Poland as a non-permanent member of the Security organs as well as on the principles of justice and
Council would help to strengthen the Organization and right.
put an end to the discrimination which has been
practised against the countries of Eastern Europe for 318. We acted also on the assumption that out'
a number of years. efforts and contributions to the cause of peace and

the improvement of international relations would
enable us to play a positive and constructive part in

. *Resumed from the 853rd meeting. the framework of the Security Council, the most im-
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330. Sir Pierson DIXON (United Kingdom): The
United Kingdom delegation would like to express its
pleasure at the satisfactory arrangement which has
been proposed as a settlement of the disagreement

portant organ of the United Nations. It seems that all and my own does not extend to the question of prin
these arguments were understood' and appreciated by ciple involved in this election. In other words, my
the majority of the Assembly, and this is shown by the d~legation does not commit itself for any election
simple fact that in forty-two ballots out of fifty-one, after the end of the two-year term now in question.
Poland received a considerable majority. We won, in We understand that the Polish delegation maintains
fact, a plebiscite of the Assembly. But, as we know, its own position as to how this seat in the Security
for electio~ a two-thirds majority is required~ A Council should be allocated after 1961, as my delega
deadlock developed, and, a number of delegations tion maintaiJis its own position in this matter.
which had continued for a long time to give us their 326. In withdrawing our candidature and reaching an
friendly and faithful support appealed to us for help agreement, we are happy to have contributed to' the
in the so~ution of this impasse. general atmosphere of good will and understanding
319. Let me pause for a moment to thank, in all which has prevalled to a large extent during the
sincerity, all those who so steadfastly voted fon present session of the General Assembly. I wish to
Poland time and again. thank all the delegations which have supported my

,320. , We should like to prove our good will, and we country in these elections. My delegation is most
are ready to make certain concessions in order to grateful to all our colleagues who have made constant
break the deadlock and come to an agreement, in spite and sincere efforts to find a solution. e

of the fact that our position has been correct through- 327. Mr. NESBITT (Canada): I am delighted, on be
out. Therefore, we have decided to accept a compro- h~ of the Canadian· delegation, to be able to con
mise. This compromise should contribute to a gratulate all the ps,rties concerned who have made it
hal'DlOnious wind-up of the present session of the possible to arrive at the very satisfactory result the
General Assembly, which has already made an historic President has just announced in the settlement of the
contribution to the cause of peace by the unanimous differences ove:(' the elections to the Security Council.
adoption of resolutions on general and complete dis- It is surely the objective of all of us in the Assembly
armament and on outer space. to 'provide the means for every organ of the United
321. But, on the other hand, we feel that we cannot Nations to operate with the greatest sense ofharmony
abandon one of the principles on which the whole and to have its membership acceptable to the widest
functioning of our Organization is based. I speak now range of opinion within the United Nations. Although
of the principle of equitable geographical distribution to theoo.tside world these many votes may have
of seats in the Security Council, a principle which over seemed a strange exercise, the outcome has r~affirm.ed
the last, few years has been repeatedly violated. After the ~ommon desire of all Members of this Assembly
informal talks and after declarations made from this to achieve a responsive and representative member-
rostrum, we are convinced now that there exists an ship in the Council. .
~greement that such a deadlock in the election of non- 328. May I congratulate the delegations concerned,
permanent members of th~ Security Council will never particularly those of Poland and Turkey, as well as
happen again and that in the future there will be no those of the United States and the Soviet Union, for
more discrimination against the countries of Eastern this midnight wisdom which, after many long and
Europe in the elections to the Security Council. difficult weeks of thought and negotiation in which

)

322. Therefore, the Polish delegation is prepared to maD:y . of us have shared, has now brought us great
give an assurance that Poland, should it be elected to pleasure by providing the Ass&mbly with a workable
the Security Councll, will hand in its resignation after answer to our serious concel'n about the immediate
one year. I repeat, we still feel and know that our future of the Security Counci'L. The compromise that
position has been just. We do not base our proposal has been reached is, in the view of my delegation,
on any precedent, neither do we want to create any fully consistent with the spirit of cce-operation which
precedent. We act only and exclusively in the interest has happily pervaded most of our proceedings during
of, bett~r international understanding and friendship this session, and provides a fitting climax to our
and in me interest of better co-operation within the deliberations.
framework of the United Nations. 329. Mr. DE FREITAS-VALLE (Brazil): Fortunately,
323. Mr. ESIN (~i'irey): As one of the candidates in we see an agreement now reached when an agreement
this election, I wish also to confirm the President's seemed impossible. The French, wise as they are,
statement to the General Assembly to the effect that say that when a situation becomes inhuman, one has to
'an agreen"ent has been reac!led with the aim of finding find a human solution for it. PGlandand Turkey have
an acceptable solution to the deadlock wlllch has un- just shown this kind of common sense by arriVing at
fortunately arisen in the election of a meinber of the an agreement on the election to the Security Council.
Security CounciL We should be glad. I do not think that the splitting of
824. I have heard the statement which has just been a mandate is an ideal solution. The Charter has to be
made by the representative of Poland on behalf of his respected and mandates established by it have, con
Government. My delegation has taken note of that sequently, to be respected. However, above all, the
statement concerning the intentions of the Polish example given us today by Poland and Turkey com
Government with regard to this question for the end mands respect because it denotes the quality of nego
of 1960, when Turkey will again be a candidate, as the tiation that has to govern our course of action here.
President has announced. On the basis of the declara- May God help us, and may future difficulties be easily
tion of the representative of Poland which I have just resolved.
heard, my delegation has decided to withdraw its
candidacy to the Security Council at the present.

~25. I should like also to state on this occasion that
the agreement reached between the Polish delegation
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Having obtaine ..: the required two- thirds majority,
Poland was elected a non-permanent member of the
Security Council.

Poland. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 71
Turkey ••••••.•••••• e • • • • • • • • •• 3
Greece. • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • •• 1
Yemen. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 1
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the discussion ·which has already taken place, and
since the. Assembly has a spec:t1c proposal before it,
I would suggest that we proceed forthwith to vote on
the new USSR draft resolution.

335. Following the vote 01;1 that draft resolution, we
shall prooeed to the election of members of the
Council. In that connexion, I would recall that the
Assembly, by a vote of 80 to none, with 1 abstention,
approved sub-paragraph (~) of operative paragraph 1
of .the Tunisian draft resolution [A/L.275/Rev.1), under
which it was decided to hold that election. I repeat:
it is a ruling of the Chair that, follOWing the vote on
the new Soviet draft resolution, we shall proceed to
elect two members of the Trusteeship Councl".

336. I call upon the representative of India on a point
of order.

337. Mr. JHA (India): I am extremely sorry to have
to come tc the rostrum again an~ again, but I must
say frankly that I do ,notknow what the draft resolution
ifi. I have no text before me. I do not think it is pos
sible ·to vote on a proposal of this kind without having
it in writing and studying it. My delegation will find
it extremely difficult to vote on a proposal which we
do not have before us and the precise terms of which
we have not studied.

338. I very respectfU11y request the President, if he
intends to put to the vote this draft resolution, to take
a few minutes to let the text be circulated to all the
Members.

339. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
point made by the representative of India is well
taken. Of course, this is an exceptional situation: it
is almost three 0 'clock in the morning and we have to
complete our work.

340. I, would remind the representative of the Soviet
Union that we actually voted, by 80 votes to none, with
1 abstention, in favour ofproceeding in the normal way
to the election, in compliance with the Charter. I should
like, however, to amend what I said previously and to
ask you to take into account the suggestionwhich I am
about to make, provided, of course, that the Assembly
has no objection: namely, that we proceed, in com
pliance with the CharterI to elect two members of
the Trusteeship Council.

341. Otherwi~e, we should beoome involved in a very
serious procedural debate, since in the first place
the Charter requires us to hold this election and, in
the second place, from a procedural standpointwe are
required to hold it because the item is on our agenda.

342. Consequently, if there is no objection, and
amending my previous ruling, I shall askthe As~embly.
to proceed forthwith to elect two members of the
Trusteeship Council.
343. I call upon the representative of Tunisia on a
point of order.
344. Mr. MONGI SLIM (Tunisia) (translated from
French): I apologize for speaking once again, but I
cannot regard the adoption of. a single paragraph by
a strong majority as equivalent to the adoption by the
General Assembly of the contents of the draft resolu
tion or even of the paragraph in question.

345. At this session, we had another draft resolutioL.
on another subject all the para~!'aphsof which were
adopted by a majority of more than two-thirds;
however, since the resolution as a whole didnot obtain

80
o

80
4

76
51

A vote was taken by secret ballot.

Number of ballot papers:
Invalid ballots:
Number of valid ballots:
Abstentions:
Number of members voting:
Required majority:

Number of votes obtained:

AGENDA ITEM 17

Election of two members of the Trusteeship Council (can.
eluded)

333. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): Re
verting to the item which we were previously dis
cussing-the election of two members of the Trustee
ship Council-I woUld remind the Assembly that it now
has before it a new draft resolution submitted by the
Soviet Union.

{The President read out the new CJ ~'SR draft resolu
tion (A/L.2'l'l).1

334~ As is clear from the discussion which pre
ceded the election just held, the Assembly was on the
verge of becoming involved in a lengthy BLnd com
plicated procedural debate. ConseqUently, in view af

within the Assembly on the election of a non-per
manentmember of the Security Councll to hold the
seat ~~'i; present held by Japana We have all, I think,
been disturbed that i repe~ted ballots, spread over
many weeks, have falled to produce a result, inevitable
though this may have been, oonsidering that, as the
President has pointed out, the Charter does not pro
vide for a procedure for resolving a deadlock of this
kind. A solution in such a case can be found only
through private consultation and agreement among
delegations. The Assembly as a whole, I feel sure,
will appreciate the efforts of the delegations 'that
have helped to' bring about thp satisfactory solution
now proposed, which I hope will commend itself to
the Assembly. In particular, I woulo. like to voice a
word of appreciation to the representative of Turkey.
We have always thought that Turkey's qualifications
to sit on the Security Councll were beyond question,
and it was an act of statesmanship on the part of the
delegation of Turkey to accept, under the proposed
arrangement, the second place~

331. In the confident expectation that this arrange
ment will be adopted, I should like to take thic op
portunity of saying that the United Kingdom looks
forward to working with Poland on the Security Coun
cil during the forthcoming year in a spirit of co
operation.

332. The; PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
shall now proceed to the election of a non-permanent
member of the Security Council.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Vitsaxis
(Greece) and Mr. Kestler (Guatemala) acted as
tellers.
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a two-thirds majority, it was rejected with all that it to procedure and is based on rule 7 of the rules of
contained. I can only consider the two draft resolutions procedure.
submitted by Tunisia and the Soviet Union as having 351. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
been rejected by the General Assembly. Both those call upon the representative of Bolivia on a point of
draft resolutions-or at least the Tunisian draftwhich order
forms a single, cohesive and logical whole-c(\t~tain, •
inter alia, a decision by the General Assembly to 352. Mr. SALAMANCA, (Bolivia) (translated from
proceed to elect members of the Trusteeship Councll, Spanish): The Bolivian delegation is sorry to have to
in accordance with Article 86 of the Charter. intervene in this procedural qu~stion at the very end

of the session.' The President will recall that, prior
346. As ,the Tunisian draft resolution has been re- to the previous motion submitted by the United States
jected, all its paragraphs have been rejected. The delegation, I requested that we should simply apply
General Assembly has therefore decided not to elect rule 149 of the rules of procedure, which I read out.
two members of the Trusteeship Council. Under Then the representative of the Soviet Union, also
rule 83, General Assembly decisions may not be quoting the Charter, put forward the idea ofconvening
reconsidered unless there is a formal requestfor their a special session of the Assembly. Of course this is

.reconsideration. I do not believe that any delegation a right which every representative may exercise at
has formally requested that we should reconsider this any time. My point of view· is quite simple. Without
particular decision. The General Assemblywouldthen prejudice to the previous discussion and to the im
have to decide by a two-thirds majority to reconsider porlance and validity of the new USSR draft resolu
the decision taken on the Tunisian draft resolution. tion [A/L.277]., I feel I must request priority for
That is how things stand; I think I have made the rule 149 which applies to this case.
position sufficiently clear. 353. The idea of convening a special sessionto settle
347., The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I the question of parity-w~chwill arise but has not
would reply to the representativf3 of Tunisia that yet done so-is also legally valid. I have no wish to
I based my statement on the follOWing consideration: challenge Mr.' Sobolev on this point, but as the draft
it cannot be said, merely because two draft resolutions resolutions submitted by Tunisia and the Soviet Union
concerning the method of settling possible problems have been disposed of, there is no draft resolution
connected with the election of members of the Trus- before the Assembly-none at all. Hence there is no ,
teeship COUDQU have failed of adoption, that the item problem.
has been withdrawn from the agenda. On this point I 354. Priority must of course be given to my delega
should like, quite frankly, to express my considered tion's pr9Posal because it was a good deal earlier
opinion. An item of the agenda cannot be disposed of than the Soviet Union's request to consider the COll

as a direct or implied result of the rejection of two vening of a special session to deal: with the .c:uestion
proposals concerning the method of coping with prob- of parity.
lems which might arise in connexion with the Coun-
cn's future composition. 355. Thus I do, not think that' the problem is very

complicated. Both the Trusteeship Council and the
348. Accordingly, without making a ruling o~ a formal General Assembly itself-since we can. vote im
decision, the Chair deems it desirable to· advise the mediately afterwards on the new Soviet Union draft
Assembly that we must complete ourageDI,da. resolution-can deal with the necessity of settlingthis
349. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist R~ question. Meanwhile,we have rule 149, which is based
publics) (translated from Russian): A. few minutes ago directly on Article 86, paragraph 1 c, of the Charter.
the President quite rightly decided to take a vote on I do not see 'how we can evade the fundamental obUga
the new Soviet draft resolution [A/L.277]. That is tion we have at'this moment, namely to 'hold the elee-

tl h th al tion. This is the first thing to be done. It is the first
exac 'Y w at e Gener Assembly should do. Sub- time that a representative has had to askthat p'riority
sequently, the representative of India made a state-
ment requesting tha~ the vote should be postponed- be given to the rules of procedure.
apparently because the draft proposal had not been 356. Mr. SCHWEITZER (Chile) (translated 'from
c.irculated in writing. Spanish): The first item on today's agenda is the
350. In this connexion we have rule 80, which states: election of two members of the Trusteeship Council.

This was the subject of the two draft resolutions
"Proposals and amendments shall normally be which were not adopted by the General Assembly.

introduced in writing and handed to the Secretary- Their rejection means that they do not exist as far as
General, who shall circulate ~opies to the delega- item 17 of the agenda, namely the election of two
tiona. As a general rule, no proposal shall be dis- members of the Trusteeship Council, is concerned.
cussed or put. to the vote at any meeting of the Furthermore, the purpose of the drafts was to link
General Assembly unless copies of· it have been the pending election to a specific interpretation of
circulated to all delegations not later than the day situations which will arise during the forthcoming
preceding the meetinglO " year, and the Assembly on two suc,cessiveoccasfons

It goes on to state: has declined to go along with this. Thus the election
of the members of the Trusteeship Council, is still

"The President may, however, permit the dis- hanging fire, though it is provided 'for in the Charter,
cusston and consideration of amendments, or of in the rules of procedure and in the agenda we our-
motions as to procedure, even though these amend- selves have drawn up for this fourteenth session of
ments and motions have not been circulated or have the Assembly.
only been circulated the same day.'

357• The Assembly did not decide agaiJist holdingthe
In other words. the President may do so immediately. election; in fact, even if it had done so its decision
The Soviet Union's proposal is precis3ly. a JUotion as wol11d be illegal and could not prevent the President
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the vote was 45 in favour, 28 against, with
8 abstentions.

365. This final vote which led to the rejection of the
draft resolution, or at least of the revised draft
resolution, needs interpretation. The original draft
resoJu'f;ion was in fact so much altered that it came to
represent very nearly the opposite of Tuniaia's initial
position and in that form was adopted by a certain
majority. If the General Assembly respects its final
decision which is the only valid one, 'it must now
recognize that it has decided to 'reject a draft resolu
tion which purely and simply requested it to hold
elections immediately without examining'the substance
of the problem and to wait until the next session to
CUscuss the problem as a whole. We are prepared to
accede to anY,request by the President of the General
Assembly to hold elections immediately, provided it
is clear that the Assembly has taken a definite deci
sion to the contrary procedure.

,366. And then, I should like to point out the error of
those who maintain that p because all the draft resolu
tions have been rejected, we should now turn to the
real issue, namely, the election of two members of
the Trusteeship Council. Two draft resolutions have
been submitted in connexion with item 17 of our
agenda-the USSR draft resolution, and the Tun1sian
draft resolution. Neither of these two draft resolu
tions denies the necessity of holding elections; but
both of them specify the conditions under which these
elections should be held in order to ensure that due
consideration is given not only to the composition of
the Trusteeship Council, but also to the principle of
parity-that principle and the composition of the
Council being integral parts of the Charter. Let no
one try to tell us that elections must be held, auto
matically and unconditionally, every three years, for
that would be completely absurd and unrealistic.
Actually, two Trust 'rerritories will accede to in
dependence in 1960. It would obviously be absurd to,
maintain that when all the Trust Territories have
gained their independence, the holding of elections'
will still be necessary. Each year a different problem
arises. Each year the elections have to be considered
not only in the light ofthe principles concerning parity
and the composition of the Trusteeship Council laid .
down in the Charter, but also in the light of the local
conditions prevailing in that year. .

367.· My delegation has followed the vote attentively.
It apP:r;Qved the Tunisian draft resolution and ,'ras also
prepared to vote in favour of the Soviet draft resolu
tion, since beth of them had the merit of raising the
real issue and proposing sol, ,ions. We cnnnot admit
that, by proceeding immediately to the vot"" we should
.be acting in accordance with the Charter, ior that is
not at all the case. I repeat, that out of courtesy to the
Presidentt we are prepared to proceed to a vote if
requested by him to do so. But we should only do so
for such a reason as to save time, and DOt in o:rder to
conform with tlte Charter.

368. I wished to say all this on behalf of my delega
tion, which is convinced that the problem of the elec
tion of two members of the Trusteeship Council is
still at isaue. However, itseems tous that the General
Assembly haS indicated by its vote that itdoes not wish
to vote immediately on this problem, which is a very
important one, as we are aware.·

369. I should also like to stress :that, in our opinion,
the parity rule should have priority over all other
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from asldng the Assembly, as he is bound to do,
constitutionally and under the rules of procedure, to
ele9.t the members of the Trusteeship Council who
w·, take office on 1 January 1960. Ifwe do not do this
Vii ,"or shall not only be violating the Charter and the
rules of procedure and disregarding the agenda we
have drawn up for the present session, butwe shall be
ignoring the agenda of today's meeting as well. If,
for any reasOn, this election were not to take place,
the question would then arise of considering the oral
proposal submitted by the representative of the
Soviet Union.

358. ~o long as the item outstanding on our agenda
has not been disposed of and the Assembly has not
concluded its work, we can and must carry out this
election still in suspense. 'l.~s is a more logical, not
to -:lay a more common sense procedure than to spend
the remaining time deciding to hold the election at an
extraordinary session of the Assembly. Accordingly,
I support the suggestion made along these lines b~i the
representative of Bolivia and the President o,f the
Assembly, md I request that no further speaker be
given the floor until after the election, which must
have priority.

359. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
would do what the· Chilean representative asks, be
cause I am. convinced-and I mus); be frank with the '
Assembly on this point-that we must .abide by the
rules of procedure and that we cannot change our
agenda; however, the representatives of Guinea and
India had already asked to speak, and consequently,
as a matter of courtesy I feel I must call upon them.

360. Mr. TOURE (Guinea) (translated from French):
I should like to inform the General Assembly that my
delegation supported the draft resolution which was
submitted by Tunisia. This shows that we haCi, very
definite views on the question currently under dis
cussion here.
361. We should like to state our position clearly,
whatever the General Assembly's decision may be.
First 9f all, we should like to draw attention to a fact
which has apparently escaped the notice of certain
delegations and which arose during the vote para
graph by para.graph on the Tunisian draft resolution.

362. In the' course of that vote, the Assembly altered
the sense of the original Tunisian draft by deleting
some of its operativeparagraphs , particularlytowards
the end. Only a single useful paragraph remained in
the operat.ive part-paragraph 1, or at least its sub
paragraph (ill, which provided that two members of
the Trusteeship Council should be elected at the
present session, in accordance with Article 86 of the
Charter.

363. 'Both sub-paragraphs (b) and (Q) of operative
paragraph 1 were deleted, and :then the General
Assembly retained paragraph 4, in which it was de
cided that consideration of the whole question of the
membership of the Trusteeship Council should be
resumed at the next session.

364. Thus a majority emerged at a certain moment
which favoured holding the -ele9ticns immediately and
waiting until· the next session to discuss the question
as a whole. That majority existed, but I must stress
that the conditions for translating this view, into a
decision of the General Assembly were not fulfilled,
since in the vote on the draft resolution as a whole,
that majority was ultimately defeated. The result of
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380. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): T.n.e
new draft resolution submitted by the Soviet Union
[A!L.277] has been circulated.

381. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (tranalated from Russian): The Soviet draft
resolution consists of :two paragraphs. The action
proposed in paragraph 2 has already been taken.
Therefore., it will, of course., only be necessary to
vote on paragraph 1. I request the President to put
this paragraph to the vote.

382. 'The PRESIDENi'f (translated from Spanish): We
shall, now vote on p~agraph 1 of the Soviet draft
resolution IA/L.277]. I would remind the Assembly
that a roll-call vote has been requested.

A vote was taken by roll-call.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain s.o:d Northern
Ireland, having been drawn by lot by the· President,
was called upon to vote first.

In favour: Venezuela., Yugoslavia, Albania., Brazil,
Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cuba, Czechoshvalda, Ecuador,. El Salvado:t', Finland,
Ghana, Guinea, Haiti; Hungary'tIraq, Mexico, Morocco.
Nepal~, Paldstan, Poland, Romania, Sudan, Tunisia,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

A~ainst: United Kingdom of Great Britain and
No~ern Ireland, UnitedStates ofAmerioa, Argentina,
Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, .

Having ob~ned the required two-thirds majority,
Bolivia and lnella were elected members of the Trus
teeship' COUDcll.

371. The PRESIDENT' (translated. from Spanish): My
intention VIas to allow representatives to speak on a
point of order and not so as to re-open the discussion
on the draft resolution submitted by Tunisia. The
debate on this is closed.

372. I now call upon the representative of India on a
point of order.

373. Mr. J,HA (India): I will take' just a few minutes
to clarify what was a misunderstanding by the repre
sentative of the Soviet Union. When I came t~ the
rostrum last and said that I did not have the text of
the new Soviet draft resolution [A/L.277], I did not
know exactly what it was. I was notunaware of rule 80
of the rules of procedure. The representative of the
Soriet Union has quite rightly pointed out that the
President can dispense with the circulation of written
proposals and twenty~four-hour notice.

consideratiDns. As the 'TunJsian :representative.so 378. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
rightly said, the number of administering members now put to the vote the Bolivian motion that the
must be the starting point for determining the rest of Assembly proceed to the election of two members of
the membership. of the Trusteeship Council, since the Trusteeship Council.
this number reflects the number of Territories in-
volved. No one can conceive of a Trusteeship Council The motion was adopted by 5'[ votes to 14, with.
when there are nO more Trust Territories.. Its total 6 abstentions.
membership is based on the number of administering 379. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
members with an equal number of other members. shall now proceed to the election of two memoers of
That rule should never be lost sight of. the 'Trusteeship Council.

370. Consequently, my delegation is prepared to At the invitation of the President, Mr. Vitsaxis
accede to a formal request by the President to hold (Greepe) and Mr. Kestler (Guatemala) acted as
electi~~ immediately., because of the late hour or tellers"
for any other reason. But we are not pr~pared to vote A vote was taken by CJecret ballot.
on the ground that it would be in accordance with
either the Assembly's decision or with the Charter. Number of ballot papers:

Invalid ballots:
Number of valid ballots:.
Abstentions:
Number of members voting:
Required majority:

Number of votes obtained:

374. But:the point I wish to make is that we were re
quested to vote on a proposal which, quite frankly,
I did not unders:tand properly.. I·did not have the text
before me:o I could judge its implications, and I felt
that it was only fair, considering my responsibilities
to my own Government whom I represent, that before
voting I should see the proposal. I hope that this
privilege, which belongs to any member, will not be
denied either by the President or by any other mem-
ber of the General Assembly. .

375. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanis!!): I
now call upon the representative of the United States
on a point of order.,

376. Mr. LODGE (United States of America): I think
it is clear that the most expeditious thing is to elect
the members of the 'Trusteeship Council first, as
required by the Charter and bythe rules of procedure.
That is something of which we canbe sure. Therefore,
the United Sta:tes suppo:rts the Bolivian motion for
priority, which 'Wi~ undeA:'stand is the pending motion.
After we have taken a 'decision on that motion, we can
then proceed to the election. I theref.;)re ask that the
Bolivian motion for priority be put to the vote im
mediately.

377. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
Bolivian representative has submitted a motion that
we should proceed forthwith to the election of two
members of the Trusteeship Council andh::.;J l'equested
priority ~or this motion. I therefore puttothe vote the
question of priority for this motion.

It was decided by 54 votes to 3, with 7 s'bstentIons,
to give priority to the Bolivian motion.

I
, f
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China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, with my fellow Latin Americans" and the cbmmon
Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Greece, Honduras heritage of spiritual values which we owe to Spain.
Japan, Laos, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand:
Nicaragua, Norway, Paraguay, Philippines, Portugal; 388 p When Spain discovered the New World, it also
Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, Union of South laid down the rules of internationalla~. EiJ founders.,
Africa. with prophetic vision, spoke of a civitas maximawhich

would be a sori of family of nations. We now see this
Abstaining: Yemen, Afghanistan, Austria, Burma, concept gaining strength, and it is only right that we

Cambodia, Denmark, France, Guatemala, Iceland, should remember with deep feeling the homeland of
India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Vitoria and Suarez, who propounded it m all its
Panama, Peru, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Republic. $plendid universality.

Tbe paragraph Wl.i~ rejected by 32 votes to 26, with 389. Allow me to refer briefly to the work ae-
20 abstentfons. complished. The unanimous adoptio:Q. ofthe resolutions

0'1 disarmament and outer space creates an atmosphere
of understanding and co-operation which is propitious
for the study and solution of these problems., and the
hope of better days for mankind rests on such solu
tions. The committees will be working under the
auspicious emblem of this uDanimUy. I should like to
Bingle out the efforts of Mr. Lodge and Mr. Kuznetsov,
the felicitous architects of this unanimif;y, and to con
gratulate them warmly on the Assembly's behalf.

390. From the practical point of view, the com
mittees will have at their disposal the valuable
assis~ce of studies, suggestions and drafts trans
mitted by the Assembly.

391. After the items already mentioned, the subject
which has aroused most interest at this Assemblyhas
been economic and technical assistance to the less
developed ~()untries.. I associate myself with the
relevant conclusions drawn by the Executive Chair
man of the Technical Assistance Board.

392. Let me add that if we have succeeded today in
carrying out the task I have outlined with the limited
resources left over after the economic potential of
many c,ountries has been absorbed by the arlr!3 race,
why should we not look forward confidently to the day
when the wealth created by man's genius and labour
can be devoted essentially to improving the living
conditions of all peoples?

393. Civilization, in the material. s.ense, is the out
come of work prompted by necessity" self-interest
and in some historical cases" unforlunately, coercion.
Culture, on the other hand~ is the result of work
undertake-n oU'/; of a sense of vocation or duty, or out
of religion, patriotism or a social sense. It should be
added that material progress itself is the outcome of
the truths which man has discovered in the dis
interested efforts of culture, later turned to good ae
count by technology, often without realizing whence
they came.

394. Our technical assistance programmes arebased
on the idea of fostering a sense of vocation and en
couraging effort, f1l no word of mobilizing the energies
of youth and directing the:::l toward mastery over
nature, while not forgetting the cultivation ofspil'itual
values. The increasing growth of population and the
justifi:able desire for a better life make it imperative
to arouse in each new generatidh a zest for work and
a pioneering spirit not for utilitarian ends alone, but
in their mysterious and fruitful transmutation into
vocation, duty and destiny.

395. As! have stated on many occasioIlS, the United
Natio1lS not only provides a means for political
"rapprochement" and economic aid; it can also serve
research, investigation and the dissemination of
knowledge. It should fleek in itS debates to'discover

Completion of 'the V'JOrk of the fourteenth session

383. The. PRES/WENT (translated from Spanish):
This concludes 'the work of the fourteenth session of
the General Assembly. Now that we have completed
our work, I should like to say a few words and to
perform a pleasan.t duty towards you, my dear col
leagues, our distinguished Secretary-GCineral and his

, excellent he~pers.

384. At the end ofiuy inaugural address I prayed to
God that this Assen:r;ly would pass into history as the
Assembly of Peace. The general feeling is that it will
do so. We have adopted unanimous resolutiom; on
disarmament, on outer space, and ,on vital matters
relating to social and economic order and the solemn
duty of tr'4!Steeship. The discussions, generallyspeak
ing, have been marked by objectivity and by praise
worthy moderation and dignity. The help of Providence
has been seconded by the human effort which
Providence requires, indeed demands. I am happy to
acknowledge this from the rostrum of this Assembly.
In accepting the honour of my office, I drew en
couragement from the assurance that I could rely on
full. and whole-hearted co-operation from all of you;
I have ;re~eived it in geneI'ous measure; and in the
name of the cayse we all serve, and with the deepest
emotion, I express my undying gratitude.

385. The Vice-Presidents have served splepdidly in
my placte when required. The Chairmen, Vice-Chair
men and Rapporteurs of the Committees have
worked ably and faithfully. A tribute is also due
to Mr. Hammarskjold, the Secretary-General, to
Mr. Cordier, the ExecutiveAsaistanttotheSecretary-o
General, and to the members of the Secretariat, in
cluding all those who work in the various divisions
and have thus helped to ensure the success of this
session.

386. My experience this year has strengthened my
conviction that the Secretariat is a decisive factor in
the life of the United ~ations. Objectivity in the
presentation of facts, scrupulous accuracy and dis
cretion have been its charaeteristi<, merits. It has
been my rule never to put personal preferences or
subjective views before the Secretariat's findings,
which are based at all times on the Charter, the
rules of p:focedure and the lofty purpot;,es of the
United Nations. This may be summed up in the axiom
that: ·The United1Nations must examine all questions
sub specie humanitatis. ft

387. For myself I must say, in all sincerity., that all
I have brought to the discharge of my. presidential
d~es has been my good will. If there has been any
thing else, put it down to the cultural tradition of·my
cowitry, the faith in the Um.1;ed Nations which I share
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the'trUth so that equitable principles may be applied.
Consequently, the bastc principles of OUl" dis:~Sions

must be complete, objectivity andthe triumphof:reason
and prudence over passion and feeling., although these
are frequently justified and praiseworthy. It was in
San Francisco that this great, world forum for the
collection and dissemination of world opinion wa,s
conoeived. It would be impossible for us to perform
our :task of enlightenment and dissemination without
the assistance of the Press. We are not a smmding
board but rather the instrument itself whose notes
need the 'echo and reverberation of the organs of in
formation of civilized society. The excellent cor
respondents of the international Press have made a
moat valuable contribution in this direction, andIwish
to congratulate them and to express our gratitude.
However., something more is needed, namely the
systematic ~md judicious co-operation of all the
neWSpapers of the world. I urge them fervently, from
the rostrum of this great Assembly, onbehalfof man
kind to suppc)rt the United N.ations whole-heart~dly;

I),ot with ster/Ei9typed words, of praise and an occasional
pat on the baclk,'but by an impartial e\Taluation' of its
work and., wllere necessary, by free, constructive
criticism.

396. Indifference, scepticism and belittlement.,which
were understandable while the United Nations was
growing' to matprity, should now cease in the light of
the work being done by the Organization and the
magnitude of the programmes it has in hand. Govern
ments., free institutions and, in particular, cultural
orgaIiizations have a duty to give the United Nations
full and unconditional "upport.

397. In the political field, while maintaining
scrupulous respec~ fol!' the sovereignty of States,
the United Nations is performing'the function of a
permanent watch-dog and a constlmt promoter of
better relations. It now has an additional task which
it elone can fulfil, namely, to be on the spot where .
its presence is essential. 'The principles of justice,
peace and harmony, 'while still part and parcel of ~e
conscience of manklnd, individually and collectively
are personified in the presence of the United Nations
in. the flesh at the trouble spots of the world; and
where the United Nations is present, conflicts appear
to subside and peaceful solutions begin to take root.

398. There is one matter to which I must refer at
this crucial moment for mankind. The desire for
peace is growing daily stronger and more wide
spread among the peoples of the world. No distinction
need be made~ andthe origin oftha desire as a psycho
logical phenomenon matters but little. There is aris
ing tide of feeling throughout the 'world which must
inform the policies of the leaders of all nations. Per
haps Pro'vidence desires not only that the man in the
street should wish for peace, but that his will, en-

, lightened Ly the disastrous consequeDce~of all wars,
should demandit.,·

399. Since I have used the term "family of natioUS";
I shoUld like to refer to the domestic, almost pr-i;it1:tnal
role performed by the United Nations wttl'l respect to
those countries which are still in the process of
evolution or B:i::a preparing for ~dependence, as well
as to those which have achieved this independence

.and are at once welcomed here and made to feel at
hom.e, under the pr,otective ,wing of the Charter and
amid the warmth and friendliness of all their sister
nations.

400. 'The new nations which attained sta~ehooo~ing

the nineteenth century could only count on the limited
support of some great Power or the influence of shaky
alliances. 'TOday new nations find a home, a family
atmosphere, a fellow-feeling in this house. During
their difficult swaddling-clothes ~tage, they ~e able
to work here in absolute equality wi~ other States.,
and what they have to say is listened to as attentively
as that of the most power-ful nations on earth-if not
at times even more attentively.
401. May the closing of ~j.s Assembly ,of Peace be
the best augury for the work to be done by the great
Powers at the m.eetings they are to hold on vital
problems. These meetings will be followed anxiously
by all mankind. May these words be received by 'the
peoples of the world as a brotherly message at this
time of Christmas wlilch God has ordained asa time
of joy and hope for all men and all nati<1nB.

402. Prince Aly KHAN (Paldstan): We have heard a
great many speeches onmany different subjeots during
the past several days.; weeks andmonths~And,if I may
borrow a metaphor from my meagrestockofproverbs.,
I shall refrain· from adding the last straw to the
camel's back.
403. This fourteenth session ofthe General Assembly
wea hailed at, its beginning last September as the
Assembly ofr~ace.. As we look back in retrospect
on this last day of the session, I think we may fairly
say that the term was well chosen.

404.'rhere have been differences among us, ':nany
of ~em sharp and some of them bitter, but it is, of
course, the whole basic purpose of the United Nations
to be a centre for harmonizing relations among na
tions. The United Nations is aiso,lnasenae, a mirror
'which reflects what goes on in the world outside the
United Nations. This, year, the visit of Premier
Kh;rushchev to the United States and the talkswhich he
had with President Eisenhor.rer at C~p Davidbave
been reflected in our delibe~/ ~ons here. There has
been a greater spirit of \, ~ommodation to one
anothe:.;'a point of view' a1\U, a Wider range of agree
mentreaohed, partlculari;with regard to a number
of very important and~.ifficult issues~

405. I should not like to suggest that we, do Our work
only with mirrors in the United Nations, or that what
WEI do is only ashadowfrom the image of reality. What
wei have done at this session, the understmldings anq
the agreements that we have 'reached are real enough
with regard to such subjects as, for example, dis
armament and outer space. To b~sure, wehaYe made"

. only a beginning, but certainly a very happy beginning
and one which we are confident will bring forth
abundant fruit.
406. Despite the remaining difficultle$ which ti~e,
patience., tolerance and good sense will clear away, :~

there are warm and inseparable ties that bind all of
us closely, together in the friendly companionship of
toners' m·'tb.e Vineyard of peace. 11 it be judged by
history that we have reaped a fruitful harvest, this
juggemant will be due in lar~estmeasure to the fact
that yo~, Mr. President, have been such a faithful
steward in watching over and guiding our labours. We
all hold you in deep, abiding and ve:ry respeotful,
affection. To you, we owe a debtofprofound gratitude.
May I therefore offer to you, on ·behalf of the Asian
African group of Membe;r States, on behalf of the
Pakistan delegation and on my own behalf., our very
warmest thanks for all you have done to :make the '
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412. Mr. DELGADO (Philippines) (translated from
Spanish): My delegation is honourea to join in the
well-deserved praise of the magnificent work of our
beloved President, Vrctor Andr~s Beladnde. One of
the founderS of the United Nations, an eminent politi
oian, a oonsummate statesman, a peerle~s patriot, ,I),

learned professor, a brilliant orator and, above alI,
a faithful friend, Mr. Belatinde has left 8.1). indelible
mark on the history of the United Nations through his
splendid aohievement as President of the General
Assembly at its fourteenth session.

413. May the Divine Providence give him manyrnore
active and vigoro1l.S years of life, for the greater
honour and glory of h,is noble oountry and for further
servioe to the United Nati\Jus and to"all manldnd.

[The speaker continued in English.}

414. Just a word more of appreoiation to the Secre
tary-General, Mr. DagHammarskjold, to his Executive
Assistant, Mr. Andrew Cordier, and to their entire
staff. Their effioienoy is unquestionable and their
patienoe ·unlimited. To them my delegation wishes to
say, "Well done, ladies and gentlemen, and our deepest
gratitude for all your assistanoe and forbearance."

415. To my dear and distinguished oolleagues, their
families and their o,ountries. mybestwishes for a very
merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

416. Mr. DE FREITAS-VALLE (Brazil) (translated
from Spanish): On behalf of Peru, Brazil and tae other
Latin American oountries, I wish to express our
gratitude for the ~asterlyway in which you have pre
sided over our work in the General Assembly.

417.. The experienoe we have in common as being
among the very few here present who signed the
Charter of th~ UnltE;)d Nations and have sinoe con
tinued to work for the ideals of our Organization
strengthens our brotherhood of ideals. Apart from
this, in 1933 I remember you with Alberto Ulloa, now
the head of the Peruvian delegation to this Assembly,
on another sucoessful peace mission carried out in
Brazil. Since then, I have been aware of you always
as one of those fighters for peaoe of whom the world
stands in need. You have demonstrated this once
again on the present oooasion, and we owe you our
thanks for it.

418. I f3hould like to express our apprecia
tion to Mr. Hammarskjold, Secretary-General, to
Mr. Cordier, the veteran Executive Assistant, to the
Secretariat staff, and to the interpreters,whom Iknew
at San Francisco and desoribed onoe to the repre
sentatives as our ohief viotims. They have done much
in this Assembly to facilitate our task.

419. Mr. TSIANG (Ohina): On behalf of the delegation
of China and on my own behalf., I wish to thank you
most heartily, Mr. President, for your leadership of
the fourteenth session. During all these strenuous
weeks you have been uniformly fair and oourteous to
all of us on all oooasions. Among the ideals which you
cherish are those of moderation and harmony. The
United Nations has had fourteen sessions of the·
General Assembly of whidl, I have attended thirtaen,
and I can truthfully say that this fourteenth session is
among the ,most moderate and harmonious. We owe
muoh of this aohievement., .Mr. President, to your
leadership and inSpiration. My delegation is par
tioularly grateful for what you have achieved for us.

407. May we also offer thr,ough you, Mr. President,
our thanks to the Seoretary-General and to all the
members of his )!Itaff wno have laboured so arduously
on our beha..-lf and to all the representatives of the
various media of publio information who have tried
so assiduously throughout the session to find out what
we are doing, when we ourselves do not always quite
!mow? Knowledge and understanding are not always
easy to achieve, and we are deeply grateful to all ovr
oolleagues who have been so patient in explaining
their views to us throughout the session and who have
been so tolerant·and perceptive in trying to under
stand ours.
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fourieenth session of the General Assembly the
:::uccess it has been. The Asian-Afr!,oan oountries
enjoy the strongest and olosest ties of warm senti
ment and oommon ideals with the Latin Amerioan
countries of whioh you are suoh a distinguished and
eminent representative. It is rare indeed that one
finds embodied in an individual human being suoh an
extraordinary combination of all those exalted virtues
and high qualities that we assooiate with the Latin
American oountries.

408. In this prooess of groping towards a better
understanding of one another, we have now passed.
another milestone on man's long road towards peaoe
and harmony among nations. If that road is obscure
and still beset with many obstaoles and diffioulties,
then the ohallenge, "the responsibility and the obliga
tion that we all share are all the greater, and if we
are now closing one ohapter in this great book of
human destiny, we must not fail to devote ourselves
with humility, but also with inspired energy and
vigour, to the tasks that lie ahead, that we mayre
main faithful in our duty to the peoples of the world.

409. Mr. MATSCH (Austria)~ We have now ooncluded
our work, and it is an honour and a great privilege
for me to express to you, Mr. ~esident, on behalf
of the European group, our appreoiation, gratitude and,
indeed, our admiration for the exoellent wal in whioh
you have guided' our debates. Your skill as a diplomat,
your objeotivity and ·taot, and, above all, your patienoe
and good humour have endeared you to all of us. We
all remember you saying that if punotuality is the
oourtesy of kings, patienoe and toleranoe is the
oourtesy of presidents. And you oertainly have lived
up to this rule. If~ Assembly has been a peaceful
one, if our debates have on the average been oarried

. out in a mode:r;oate and oonoiliatory atmosphere, if,
finally, this Assembly did prove to be, aocording to
your desires, an Assembly of Peace, we owe all this
to no small extent to your never-failing amiability
and wise leadership. I feel sure that I speak the mind
of all of w; if I thank you wholeheartedly for your
work and your indulgenoe with us.

410. I' also wish to oonvey our gratitude to
Mr. Hammarskjold, the Secretary-General, and to
Mr. CQrdler, his Executive Assistant, who have sat
with you at our meetings and assisted US in our work.
Last, but not least, our thanks go to all the other staff
of .the Seoretariat, the interpreters, the pr~ois

WJ"iters, the press offioers andtheverbatim reporters
who oontributed so effioiently to the suocess of our
deliberations.

411. Once more, I thank you, Mr. President, and~ay
.our best wishes for a hnppy future accompany you.
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420. Lwlsh also to thank the Seoretary-General for
his oOL1stant, quiet and wise help in our work.
Mr. Cordier always oarries a heavypartofthe burden
of the Assembly. Fortutlately, he has very broa4
shoulders. This time, as on previous ocoasions, he
has performed his part with his usual oompetenoe.

421. Numerous members of the Seoretariat have
also worked for the suocess of this session, and to
them all, on behalf of my delegation I express our
thanks.
422. Mi'. BRUCAN (Romania): Onbehalfofthe delega
tions from Eastern Europe, I would like to join the
previous speakers in praising, Mr. President, your
very remarkable tenure of the presidency. Everyone
here remembers with gratification the well-known
sentence of your opening -statement expressing the
hope that this session would go down in history as
the Assembly of Peace. The highest tribute we have
paid to you has been our hard and unrelenting fight
to defend your forecast and make it come true. This,
Mr. President, is a tribute by deed which I am sure
is most heartening to you. There were, as you lmow
better than we, some attempts to make you unhappy
on that score. However, by and large, the Assembly
has succeeded in saving the major part of your fore
cast, and if you be'ar in mind I your philosophical
approach, that we all live in a world short of per
fection, you have reason to be content with the record
of this eession.
423. I would like also to pay tribute to the Secretary
General, to his Executive Assistant, to the very able
secretaries, stenographers, interpreters and the whole
staff for their highly skilled work and for the smooth
functioning of all the Assembly·s operations. It has
proved indeed to be a most efficient machine that fully
deserves our praise tonight.

424. Mr. KUZNETSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): Each of our
sessions has its own distinctive features andpeculiari
ties. The fourteenth session will go down inthe history
of the United Nations as marldng a significant stap
towards the establishment within the United Nations
of an atmosphere of constructive co-operation and
patient search for just and generall;- }).cceptable
solutions.

425. The establishment of a more constructive at
mosphere in the United Nations, as compared with
previous sessions, has undoubtedly been facilitated by
the improvement which has begun to appear in the
international situation. In this connexion, it should be
stressed that the most important step towards the
liquidation of the cold war, which is abhorrent to the
peoples, was th~ visit to the United States by the
Head of the Soviet Government, Mr. Khrushchev, his
talks wi~h President Eisenhower and his address to
the General Assembly.

426. We are glad to note that, thankstothia business
like oo-operation among countries, the work of the
fourteenth session of thE> General Assemblyhas proved
frui(ful, and a number of deoisions have been adopted
With a view to strengthening peace and promoting the
peaceful ooexistence of countries with different social
systems. In this respect, special reference should be
made to the unanimous adoption of the resolution on
the questioli of general and complete disarmament,
which all delegations joined in sponsoring. The Soviet
delegation sinoerely hopes that the proposals for
general and complete disarmament, put forward on

behalf of the Soviet Government from this rostrum by
the Head of the Soviet Government, and the unanimous
adoption of the resolution on this item will mark the
beginning of a new phase, which, as it proceeds, will
lead to a lasting peace in whichhumansociety will for
all time renounce war as a means of settling inter
national disputes. Reference should also be made to
the resolution on the suspension of nuclear tests by
all States, adopted at the proposal of India.

427. A significant contribution to the caU$e of peace
was the unanimous adoption at this session of the
resolution on the establishment of a Committee onthe
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and the convening of
an internation~ scientific conference for the exchange
of experience in this field. Great importance also
attaches to the resolution calling for the development
of international trade and to the resolutions concern
ing the international co-operation in the development
of the petroleum industry in the under-developed
countries and concerning the development ofscientific
and technical co-operation. We are also gratified to
note the spirit of co-operation which preVailed in the
rleliberations of a number of Committees and which
made possible, in particular, the introduction by the
Soviet Union, the United States and the United Kingdom
of importantproposals on administrative andbudgetary
questions and their unanimous adoption by the General
Assembly.

428. This all goes to show that the trend towards
business-like co-operation among countries on the
basis of mutual understanding and efforts to achieve
acceptable solutions is making increasing headway in
the work of the United Nations. This gives hope to all
nations who wish to see the Organization become an
authoritative and effective instrument for peaceful
co-operation among States with different social and
political systems. It is the duty of the United Nations
to fulfil this hope which is shared by ordinary people
all oyer the world.

429. We should be failing in our duty if we did not,
at the saIne time,express our disappointment that,
at the present session of the General Assembly,
attempts were made to envenom the atmosphere, to
force upon the Assembly a Giscussion of questions
belonging to the cold war period, to introduce discord
and exacerbate relati9ns among States.

430. It should be 'pointed out that the attempts mJ.de
by certain circles to check the new trend towards a
relaxation of international tension did not produce
the results which their instigators had hoped for .'7his
is one of the special features of the present session,
and we feel that it should not be overlookea by those
who have att(:mpted to bring discord into our midst
and to divelitthe Assembly's attention from the
genuinely urgent international" problems which have
an important bearing on the maintenance of peace.

431. We leave this Assembly fully convinced that the
cause of peace will be. strengthened and furthered,
that the cold war will ultimately be banished, that the
idea of peaceful coexistence will become the firm
basis for the foreign policy of all States, and that the
present thaw will be followed by a blossoming spring
wliich will gladden all mankind. We hope that the
United Nations will make a worthy contribution to the
strengthening of general peace and security.

432. As far as the Soviet Union is concerned, the
Soviet people and its Government will spare nO efforts
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to achieve a further relaxation of international tension,
to promote good-neighbourly relations among all
States, and to give effeot to the idea of general and
complete disarmament andthe establishmentof lasting
peace on earth.

433. Allow me, in conclusion, to express on behalf
of the Soviet delegation my sinoere gratitude to the
President for the hard and consoientious wo~:x he
has done in presiding over the fourteenth session of
the General Assembly.

4.34. I ~ihould also like to voioe my gratitude for the
kind words he has spoken about me. I interpret them
as a tribute to our great Soviet country and to our
Governmeni, which is striving indefatigably to ensure
a stable and unbroken peace.

435. The Soviet delegation also expresses its appre
ciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
to his deputies, to his Executive Assistant,
Mr. Cordier, and to all members of the Secretariat,
who have ensured that the work of our session haB
prooeeded smoothly.

436. Mr. LODGE (United States of America): The
Unit~d States is certainly happy that we have been
able to finish the work of the fourteenth session of the
General Assembly in suoh a harmoniQus spirit.

437. Let me give special mention to Turkey's
candidacy for the Security Council whichwe supported
so vigorously. We look forward to the day when
Turkey will become a member of the Council and ,,'e
also look forward to serving on the Security Council
with Poland. I greatly admire the unfailing dignity and
steadfastness with which my able friend, the repre
sentative of Turkey, Mr. Esin, guided Turkey's
candidacy from start to finish.

438.. On behalf of the United States, I would like to
give my very warm and hearty thanks to all mem
bers of the Secretariat-the guards, the interpreters,
who are one of the marvels of the world, all of the
clerks and experts and professional personnel and
this whole great Organization that exists to serve the
cause of world peace.. ..

439. I want to pay a tribute to cur Secretary-General
who lives a life of such immense usefulness, who is
tireless and unselfish and who gives constantly of
himself to the oause of pea~e.

440. Perhaps I may pay a: compliment, too, to the
members of what, in the United States, we call the
fourth es~ate-the ladies and gentlemen of the Press
who carry our proceedings to the four corners of the
world.

441. Finally., Mr. President, I would like to say to
you that we love you in this country. We think of you
as a delightful man, an intelligent man, a good man.
Those of us who have served with you in the United
Nations will never forget you. Whatever success this
General Assembly has achieved, would not have been
possible without your leaderJ:lhip and your influence.

442. Mr. SHANAHAN (New Zealand): I believe that
I am almost the last speaker. In these circumstances,
I am :r.eminded of the German symphony of which, as
the symphony ended., all of the players except two
violinists had moved off the J:ltage.

443. I come to the rostrum to speak on behalf of the
Commonwealth-Australia, Canada, Ceylon, the

Federation of Malaya, Ghana, India, Pakistan, the
Union' of South Africa, the United Kingdom and my
own country.

444. I do not propose at this stage to enter into any
review of the proceedings of this session of the
General Assembly except to say that I found much
that was most interesting in your own sensitive and
penetrating analysis of 'lour proceedings, Mr. Presi
dent, over this period of three months. It has indeed
been a time of considerable achievement in terms of
agreement. While we have had some disagreements,
I think one of the remarkable features ofthis Assembly
is that they have been 1J0mpounded in a very amiable
spirit. We are sensiblt.' in the Commonwealth of that
very unique contribution which you have made to the
success of these proceedings. You have paid tribute
to the culture to which you belong, but it is a wider
culture which I think is indeed the property of the
world. You have brought to your office in the discharge
of your duties qualities of judgement, taot, good sense,
good humour and, above all, charity. You have in a
particular way made a special contribution to the
success of this Assembly.

445. We in this chamber and in the Committees are
very conscious of those members of the Seoretariat
who are immediately associated with, us and do so
much to contribute to the success and the pleasantness
of our prooeedings. We in the Commonwealth group
particularly thank the Secretary-General, Mr. Cordier
and the many other members of the Seoretariat. Butt
like the part of the iceberg that is under water, there
are many whom we never see. To all of those who
make a contribution however humble to the sucoess
of our proceedings, we are indeed most grateful.

446. I think that at this stage it would be proper if
I were to wish on behalf of the group in the Common
wealth peace to you, Mr. President, and to all o'Q.l'
neighbours.
447. Mr. ORTONA (Italy): Before I lmew that Am
bassador Matsch was going to speak on behalf of the
European group, I had already inscribed my name
with the Secretariat in order to say a few w9rds.
Therefore I think that, with my sentiments towards
you, Mr. President, it is only fitting that I do not
withdraw the request I placed with the Secretariat and
that I express the warmest words of praise for all
that you have done to make this Assembly not only a
const.ructive gathering but a gathering ofmen dedicated
more than ever to the ideals of peace. The achieve
ments have been very great and can be matched,
Mr. President, only by the greatness of,your per
sonality. In your address, you have used the word
"huinanitas". Let ~lne turn the word around a little bit
and say that, as 'Ute representative of a country in
which "humanitasit has had its roots, we could not
have found a more humanistic President than we
found in you_ And when I say "humanistic", ! mean a
man with the broadest culture, especially of that
Latin culture which is the greatest link between your
country and my country, and a man inspired by the
greatest wisdom" You have conducted our work with
forbearance, experience and dedication.

448. If I may inject a concept of esthetics in this
diplomatic gathering of ours, I would like to add that
you have conducted our work with pleasantness,
courtesy and elegance-elegance of deeds, eleganoe
of behaviour, elegance of words. We are grateful to
you for all of these qualities that you have exposed
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Closing of the session

452. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
declare the fourteenth session ofthe General Assembly
closed.

The meeting rose on Sunday, 13December, at4.15 a.m.

MInute of silent prayer or meditation

451. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
should like to· ask all representatives to stand and
observe a minute of silent prayer or meditation.

The representatives stood in silence.

449. Let me also thank all those who have worked
with you and for us-the Secretary-General and
Mr. Cordier, and the members of the Secretariat and
the Press.

450. In 'oonclusion, let me convey to you, Mr. Presi
dent, a friend of Italy as you are, the appreciation and
the warmest thanks of the Italy 'that I represent in this
Organization.
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to us because they have made our proceedings so AGE NDA ITEM 2
construotive with such a moderate and friendly tone..
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