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curious therefore to hear the representative of
Poland'say that tl;ere was no room in the United
Nations for slanderous or provocative proposals.
Mr. Austin recalled that in the General Corn
mittee- his delegation had taken the position that
even the USSR proposals should be included ill
the agenda, emphasizing, of course, that that .atti
tude did not prejudice the United States Views
on the substance of the matter.

72. The item proposed by the delega.tion of
China was obviously one of important mtcrna
tional concern falling within the scope of the
Charter. For that reason the United States had
voted in favour of recommending that the item
should be placed on the agenda, and would again
vote for its inclusion.

73. Mr. SARPER (Turkey) reserved the free
dom of his delegation to vote all the main issue
as it considered proper in the light of subsequent
developments in the debate. Only when the facts
of the case had been presented and the various
views expressed would the Turkish delegation
find itself in a position to vote in conformity
with its convictions. M1'. Sarper would therefore
vote in favour of the inclusion of the item in the
Assembly's agenda.

74. The PRESIDENT put to the vote the recom
mendation of the General Committee to include
the item in the agenda.

The recommendation was adopted by ;J5 votes 10
6, with 5 abstentions.

75. The PRESIDENT announced that the item pro
posed by the Chinese delegation had therefore
been included in the agenda and that it would
be allocated to the First Committee for con
sideration.

76. Mr. AZIZ (Afghanistan) explained that his
delegation had abstained from voting on the in
clusion of the item because it had not had time
to receive instructions fr0111 its Government 011

the matter.

The meeting- rose at 12.25 p.m.

1 See Official Records of the [curtl: session of the
General Assembly, General Committee 66th meeting.

provided that retiring members were not eligible
[or re-election.

3. In accordance with rule 84 of the rules of
procedure, the election would be held by secret
ballot and there would be no nominations.

4. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics), speaking on a point of order, thanked
the President for reminding the Assembly of the
rule contained in Article 23 of the Charter. The
President was quite right to recall that under rule
84 of the rules of procedure no nominations
were allowed in elections to the Security Coun
cil. Mr. Vyshinsky had no intention whnrever
of making any such nomination. He had asked
to speak on a point of order simply to request
the Assembly to take into account not only

the situation in China III an almost identical
manner.
67. In those circumstances, the source of ?e
velopments in China could nc;>t be sought ?utslde
China for that would be to Ignore the evidence,,
68. The Polish delegation considered tha~ th~re
were neither formal nor factual reasons to justify
consideration of the question raised b>,' the rep~e
sentative of China. It therefore reiterated Its
appeal to the General Assembly to reject the
General Committee's recommendation.

69. Mr. AUSTIN (United States of America)
remarked that it would not be proper to diSCUSS
the merits of the proposed item at a time when
the only question before the. Assembl:y was
whether that item should be included 111 the
agenda. He, for one, had no intention of doing
so. It was well known that the United States had
always taken the position t!lat any N!ember of
the United Nations was entitled to bring before
the General Assembly any matter falling within
the scope of the Charter. That principle was
expressed in the Charter.
70. I t had been asserted that, before an item
involving charges against a State was placed on
the General Assembly's agenda, those charges
must be substantiated. Such a practice, if
adopted, would entail a complete reversal of the
procedure of the General Assembly and of the
obvious purposes of the Charter. The General
Committee would then become involved in pro
longed discussions on the substance of a question
before it had been decided whether the question
should be placed on the agenda.

71. It seemed astonishing that such a suggestion
should come from the USSR delegation and its
supporters, who had always claimed and exer
cised the right of placing any matter whatsoever
on the agenda. Only a few days previously
(226th meeting), the delegation of the Soviet
Union had submitted proposals containing the
gravest possible charges against the U nited
States and the United Kingdom without offering
a shred of evidence. Those proposals had been
placed on the agenda (229th meeting); it was

Election of three non-permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council

1. The PRESIDENT stated that as the terms of
office on the Security Council of Argentina, Can
ada and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
would expire at the end of 1949, three new nOIl
permanent members were to he elected.

2. He reminded the Assembly of the terms of
Article 23 of the Charter, in accordance with
which due regard should be paid in the election
both to the contribution of Members of the
United Nations to the maintenance of inter
national peace and security and to the other pur
poses of the Organization, and to equitable
geographical distribution. The Article further
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Article 23 of the Charter, to the contents of
which the President had drawn the Assembly's
attention, but also the tacit gentleman's agreement
which had been consistently applied during the
previous elections in 1946, 1947 and 1948.

5. He wished to stress the fact that slander
was being used to misrepresent the attitude taken
by the USSR. That had been done in particular
by the head of the Yugoslav delegation. The
Press release published by the Yugoslav delega
tion depicted the position taken up by the Soviet
Union in the most inaccurate, untrue, tendentious
and slanderous fashion.

6. The USSR insisted upon one point only, that
gentlemen should honour a gentleman's agree
ment.

7. The PRESIDENT ruled that the USSR repre
sentative's remarks were out of order.

8. He called upon the General Assembly to pro
ceed to the vote.

A vote was taken by secret ballot.

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Kauff
mans: (De1Lmarl~) and Rahim Bey (Egypt) acted
as tellers.

Number of votes cast, 58;
Invalid votes, 0;
Valid votes, 58;
Two-thirds majority, 39.

Number of votes obtained:
Ecuador, 57;
India, 56;
Yugoslavia, 37;
Czechoslovakia, 20 ;
Afghanistan, 1;
Philippines, 1.

Ecuador and India, having obtained the re
quired two-thirds majority of the members pres
ent and voting, were elected non-permanent mem
bers of the Sectwity Council.

9. The PRESIDENT stated that, in accordance
with rule 86 of the rules of procedure, an addi
tional ballot would be held to decide which mem
ber was to fill the third vacant place. The vote
would be restricted to the two candidates which
had obtained the highest number of votes,
namely, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia.

A second vote was taken by secret ballot.
Nwmber of votes cast, 59;
Abstentions, 1;
Invalid votes, 0;
Valid votes, 58;
Two-thirds majority, 39.

Number of votes obtained:
Yugoslavia, 39;
Czechoslovakia, 19.

Yugoslavia, having obtained the required two
thirds majority of the members present and
votvng, was elected a non-permanent member of
the Security Council.

10. Mr. VYSHINSKY (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) said that the results of the elections
to the Security Council, such as they had just
been announced to the General Assembly, clearly
showed that those elections had been held in a
way which was contrary to the Charter of the

United Nations and especially to Article 23
which laid down that non-permanent member~
should be elected in accordance with the principle
of an equitable geographical distribution. There
had .a!so been a violat~on of the firmly established
tradition that candidates for non-permanent
membership were always nominated by the States
belonging to the geographical areas concerned.
Those two principles had hitherto been scrupu
lously observed.

11. Those principles had been grossly violated,
however. The delegations of the five countries
of Eastern Europe had unanimously proposed
Czechoslovakia as a candidate and not one of
them had supported Yugoslavia's application. Yet
notwithstanding the practices observed at all pre
vious elections to the Security Council, a large
number of members had supported Yugoslavia
instead of Czecboslovakia,

12. Yugoslavia's entry into the Security Coun
cil was not based on a free election held in con
formity with the principles of the Charter and
established tradition; it was the result of a lobby
conspiracy between Yugoslavia, the United
States and the delegations of a number of other
countries, which had apparently decided to ex
ploit the political situation which had arisen as a
result of the relations between Yugoslavia on
the one hand, and the USSR and the peoples'
democracies of Eastern Europe on the other. It
was the result of a bargain struck behind the
scenes by Yugoslavia, the United States and vari
ous delegations which thus hoped to consolidate
their position in the Security Council so as better
to transform that Council into an obedient tool
of the Anglo-American bloc.

13. The delegation of the Soviet Union wished
to state most emphatically that Yugoslavia did
not represent the countries of Eastern Europe,
and that no one could or would recognize it as
having that capacity. The USSR delegation re
garded Yugoslavia's introduction to the Security
Council as yet another violation of the Charter
which jeopardized the very foundations of col
laboration in the United Nations.

14. The PRESIDENT stated that he had allowed
the USSR representative to speak under rule
80, according to which members might be allowed
to explain their votes. He had called him to
order as soon as he had become aware that his
statement was not an explanation of his vote, and
he found it regrettable that the representative of
the Soviet Union had not seen fit to heed that
call. He would therefore ask the interpreters to
cease interpreting in future as soon as they heard
the President call any speaker to order.

Election of six members of the Economic
and Social Council

15. The PRESIDENT stated that as the terms of
office on the Economic and Social Council of the
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Lebanon,
New Zealand, Turkey, the United States of
America and Venezuela would expire at the end
of 1949, six new members were to be elected.

16. He reminded the Assembly that, under the
terms of Article 61 of the Charter, retiring mem
bers of the Economic and Social Council were
eligible for re-election, and that all Members of
the United Nations were therefore eligible with
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the exception of the twelve members of the
Council whose terms did not expire at the end of
the year.
17. The election would be held by secret ballot,
and there would be no nominations.
18. Mr. MANlJILSICV (Ukrainian Soviet Social
ist Repub lie), speaking on a point of order,
stated that the Ukrainian SSR withdrew its call
didature in favour of Czechoslovakia.

A vote was taken by secret ballot.
At the invitation of the President, Mr. Kallf!

mann (Denmark) and Rahhn Bey (Egypt) acted
as tellers.
19. During the counti ng of the ballots, Mr.
MANUILSKY (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repub
lic) asked for the floor and stated that he wished
to draw the President's attention to an irregu
lari ty which had taken place. During the meet
ing, various delegations had becndistri buting
propaganda material in favour of various candi
dates; yet a statement by his delegation to the
effect that it was withdrawing ill favour of
Czechoslovakia had been stopped by the Secre
tariat.
20. He asked the President to intervene in the
matter, as such action infringed the fundamental
Tights 0.£ delegations. .

21. The PRESIDENT explained that the pro
cedure to which the representative of the Ukrain
ian SSR had referred was irregular and had
been stopped as far as possible by the Secretariat.

22. With regard to the previous statement made
by that representative, lie would point out that
the withdrawal of 011e country's candidature in
favour of another was equivalent to a nomina
tion, and for that reason he ruled out of order
the statement by the Ukrainian SSR that it was
withdrawing in favour of Czechoslovakia.

The results of the vOti119 were as follo7C1s:
Nsunber of votes cast, S9;
Invalid uotes, 0;
VaJid votes, 59;
Tuio-tliirds majority, 40.

Number of votes obtained:
Mexico, 57;
Iran, 55;
United States of America 54;
Pakistan, 52; .,
Canada, 49;
Czechoslovakia, 49;
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 5;
Greece, 2;
Lebanon, 2;
New Zealand, 2;
Turkey, 2;
Afghanistan, 1;
Bolivia, 1;
Costa Rica, 1;
El Salvador i :
E

. s
thiopia, 1;

Guatemala, 1;
Haiti, 1;
Israel, 1 ;
Liberia, 1;
Philippines, 1;
Sweden, 1;
Syria, 1;
Venezuela, 1;
Yemen, 1,

Mexico, Iran, the United States of Amrrica
Pakistm/', Canada and Cacchoslouokia, having ob~
taincd the requited nuo-tliirds lIlajol'il \! of the
members presclIl alld 'uoling, ,i:'L~rC elected IPIC1Il

bel'S of the Economic (II/d Social Council.

Election of three members of the
Trusteeship Council

23. The PRESIDENT stated that two vacancies
would occur 011 the Trusteeship Council at' the
end of 1949, when the regular terms of office of
Iraq and Mexico expired.
24. The General Assernblv would further recall
that 011 13 September 19·i9 Costa Rica had re
signed from the council (A/980).

25. In accordance with rule 129 of the rules of
procedure, therefore, it was necessary to elect one
member of the Council for the unexpired term
of Costa Rica, namely, from the current date UII

til 31 December 1950. III that by-election, which
would take place before the other two vacancies
were tilled, all Members of the United Nations
were eligible for election, with the exception, of
course, of the existing 1l1C1111ll:rs of the Council.

A vote was talren b.\' secret hello).
At the inuitation of tlic President, Mr. Kau{f

HWIlIt (Dmmar") and Rahim Bt:y (E[I)'pt) aciid
as tellers.

Number of uotcs cast, 59;
A bsicntions, 1;
Invalid uotcs, 2;
Valid votes, 56;
Tioo-tliirds majorit.v, 38.

Number of uotcs ohtaincd:
Dominican Republic, 45;
Greece,S;
Haiti,2;
Argentina, 1;
Bolivia, 1;
Iraq, 1;
Lebanon, 1.

The Dominican Rcprlb/ic, Il(wifl!7 nbl/litll'll lire
required Izuo-thirds majoritv of llu: members
present and 710tillg, 'lt'as clccied a 11ll'mb,'!' of the
Trusteeship Council to till /hcllllc.rpin:d term oj
Costa Rica. .

26. The PltESmENT stated that in the next elcc
lion, which was to fill the vacancies created bv the
retirement of Iraq and Mexico at the cnt'! of
1949, all Members of the United Nations were
eligible, including retiring members of the Coun
cil.

A vote was taken b" secret ballot.
Number of vote,; cast, 59;
Abstentions, 0;
Inualid votes, 0;
VaNd uoics, 59;
Two-thirds lIIa.jnritv, 40.

NWI/.ber of voles obtailled:
Argentina, 50;
Iraq, 4S;
Greece, 18;
Cuba, 1;
Guatemala, 1;
Lebanon, 1;
Uruguay, 1;
Yeml~n, 1.
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Argentina c;-nd Ira9' .having obtained the re
quired two-thwds maJorzty of the members pres
ent and voting, were elected members of the
Trusteeship Council.

Financial report and accounts of the
United Nations for the financial year
ended 31 December 1948, and report
ef the Board of Auditors

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/1017)

27. Miss WITTEVEEN (Netherlands)! Rappor
teur of the Fifth Committee, presented the report
of the Fifth Committee and the accompanying
draft resolution (A/1017).

28. She added that a tribute had been paid in
the Fifth Committee to the Board of Auditors,
which had been represented by its Chairman, Mr.
Sellar, for the great care with which the Board
had carried out its task and for its interesting
report on the financial situation of the United
Nations.

The resolution was adopted without objection.

United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund: financial report and
accounts for the financial year ended
31 December 194,8, and report of the
Board of Auditors

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/10l9)

29. Miss WITTEVEEN (Netherlands), Rappor
teur of the Fifth Committee, presented the report
of the Fifth Committee and uhe accompanying
draft resolution (A/1019).

The resolution was adopted without objection.

United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund:
annual report of the United Nations
Staff Pension Committee

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/1018)

30. Miss WITTEVEEN (Netherlands), Rappor
teur of the Fifth Committee, presented the report
of the Fifth Committee and the accompanying
draft resolution (A/1018).

31. She recalled that Mr. Lebeau, Chairman of
the Staff Pension Committee, had supplied the
Fifth Committee wibh additional information re
garding participation by the specialized agencies
in the pension scheme and regarding the trans
ferability of pension rights acquired by former
officials of national governments. Appreciation
had been expressed in the Fifth Committee for
the devotion and competence with which the Staff
Pension Committee had carried out its task.

The resolution was adopted without objection.

Supplementary estimates for the financial
year 194,9

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/1016)

32. Miss WITTEVEEN (Netherlands), Rappor
teur of t!le Fifth Committee, presented the report
of the FIfth Committee (A/1016).

33. She wished to point out that the report did
not contain a request for the appropriation of
new credits and that no increase of the 1949

budget was involved. As stated in paragraphs
2 and 3 of the report, al1 that was involved was
a transfer of funds. The Fifth Committee, by a
vote of 38 to 5, with one abstention had decided
to concur with the Secretary-Gen~ral's recom
mendation that the use of the sum of 27,000
dollars from existing surpluses from appropria
tions made under section 6 of the 1949 budget
should be authorized for the Commission of En
quiry on the Coca Leaf, in order to enable that
Commission to carry out its tasks in accordance
with resolution 246 (IX) (H) of the Economic
and Social Council. The Fifth Committee had
therefore decided to recommend to the General
Assembly that it should approve that recommen
dation.

34. The PRESIDENT stated that he did not be
lieve that any formal action was required by the
General Assembly in the matter. The Fifth Com
mittee was simply reporting to the General As
sembly on the action to be taken to permit the
Commission of Enquiry to carry out the task
assigned to it by the Economic and Social Coun
cil.

35. If there was no objection, he would assume
that the General Assembly concurred in the
opinion of the Fifth Committee.

The report was approued without objection.

Organization of a United Nations postal
administration

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/1015)

36. Miss WITTEVEEN (Netherlands), Rappor
teur of the Fifth Committee, presented the re
port of the Fifth Committee and the accompany
ing draft resolution (A/lOl5).

37. Under paragraph 2 of the draft resolution,
the Secretary-General was requested, in accord
ance with the provisions of General Assembly
resolution 232 (In), to continue the preparation
of necessary arrangements for the establishment
of a United Nations postal administration.

38. It had been pointed out to the Committee
that the Secretary-General would submit, at a
later stage of the current session of the General
Assembly, a supplementary estimate of approxi
mately 10,000 dollars for 1950 to cover neces
sary preliminary expenses such as salaries for
the experts who would assist him in his further
study of the matter on which he wa~ reqttes~ed
to submit a new report to the following session
of the General Assembly. The draft resolution
had been worked out by a drafting sub-committee
of the Fifth Committee and, with the explana
tions referred to in paragraph 3 of the report,
had been approved by the Fifth Committee by
34 votes to none, with 8 abstentions.

The resolution was adopted without objection.

Scale of assessments :for the apportion
ment of the expenses of the United
Nations: report of the Committee on
Contributions

REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (Aj1025)

39. Miss WITTEVEEN (Netherlands), Rappor
teur of the Fifth Committee, presented the re
port of the Fifth Committee and the accompanying
resolution (A/1025).
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40. During its study of the matter, the Fifth
Committee had had before it the report of the
Committee on Contributions. Several points
raised in that report had been thoroughly dis
'Cussed, and the Chairman of the Committee on
Contributions had made a statement dealing with
remarks made and questions put to that Committee.
Paragraphs 2 to 7 of the Fifth Committee's re
port briefly indicated the main subjects covered
by the discussion and the reservations made.

41. The Chairman of the Committee on Con
tributionshad told the Fifth Committee that, in
accordance with the practice of the Committee
on Contributions, the record of the discussions

20 October 1949

ill the Fi fth Committee, as well as of those in the
General Assembly, would be one of the factors
which the Committee would bear in mind at its
next session in studying the scale of assessments
to be recommended to the General Assembly at
its fifth session.

42. The report of the Committee on Contribu
tions and the recommendations contained therein
had been unanimously approved by the Fifth
Committee, subject to the reservations referred
to above.

The resolution was adopted without objection.

The meeting rose at 12.58 p.m.

TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SECOND PLENARY MEETING
Held at Flushing Meadow, New York, 011 Thursday, 20 October 1949, at 3 p.w.

President: General Carlos P. R6MuLo (Philippines).
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4. The opponents of the draft resolution in the
Third Committee had argued that the Committee
had a duty to proceed with the detailed discus
sion of the draft convention, and that by post
poning further consideration to the fifth session
it would be shirking that duty. The United King
dom did not concur in that view. The question
had been exhaustively argued inside the Commit
tee and had received serious consideration in in
formal discussions outside the Committee, and
the decision embodied in the draft resolution had
been reached fOI' logical and practical reasons.

5, Another argument adduced by those who op
posed the draft resolution had been that the
work of the United Nations Con Ierence on Free
dom of Information was being discarded and
brought to nothing. That argument, which was
I:ot SltI~ported by the United Kingdom delega
tion, 1111ght have had some force if the Commit
tee had recommended that the General Assembly
should postpone further consideration of tile
draft convention indefinitely, but no such recom
mendation appeared in the draft resolution. Under
its terms, the General Assembly had full liberty
to discuss the draft convention at the fifth session
in the light of developments in the Commission OIt

Human Rights. Whatever the final decision of
the Assembly regarding the dra it convention
might be, the work done would not have been
fruitless, if only because the record of the dis
cussions, both in the Conference on Freedom
of Information held at Geneva and in the Gen
eral Assembly, would be of great assistance to
the members of the Commission on Human
Rights when drafting provisions regarding free-
dom of information. ,.

6. Mr. de Freitas recalled that by resolution
277 (A) (Ill), the General Assembly had de
cided that the Convention on the International
Transmission of News and the Right of Cor
rectiC?l1 sho~ld not be opened for siRnature until
definite actton had been taken on the convention
on freedom of information. At the current ses
sion, the United Kingdom delegation had voted
in the Third Committee in favour of a proposal
that the Convention should be opened for sig-na
ture forthwith. The proposal had been defeated,
but since the decision with regard to the draft
convention on freedom of information was post-

Dt'aft convention on freedom of infor
mation: report of the Third Com
mittee (A/IOIO)

1. MI-. VERBA (Czechoslovakia), Rapporteur of
the Third Committee, submitted that Committee's
report together with a draft resolution (A/l010).

2. Mr. DE FREITAS (United Kingdom) said that
the United Kingdom supported the draft resolu
tion recommended by the Third Committee. The
proposal that further action 011 the draft conven
tion on freedom of information should be post
poned until the fifth session of the General As
sembly appeared to it to be both logical and
practical. The covenant on human rights would
be the basic document in its field; as such it
would undoubtedly contain provisions on freedom
of information. Those provisions might ade
quately secure the enjoyment of the right to
freedom of i 1.1 formation. If that were so, a sep
arate convention would be unnecessary. On the
other hand, the provisions might require amplifi
cation; "Until the covenant was completed and its
provisions could be seen, it would be impossible
to decide whether a further convention was
needed and, if so, what it should contain.

3. There was another reason for the United
Kingdom's support of the draft resolution. Al
though there was general and wholehearted sup
port for the ideal of freedom of information,
there was not, unfortunately, the same una
nimity with regard to the means by which enjoy
ment of that right could be guaranteed inter
nationally. Those differences of opinion had be
come apparent during the discussion of the draft
convention in the Third Committee'. They were
very wide, and the prospects of agreement ap
peared to be slight. Possibly the provisions re
garding freeelom of information in the covenant
on human rights, even if they required amplifi
cation in a further convention, would obviate the
necessity of reopening some of the questions
which had been fonnd so difficult to answer. Per
haps when it was seen what was needed to sup
plement the covenant there would be less diffi
culty in reaching agreement on a convention.

l See Official Records of the four tit session of th»
Genera! A.;seI1l1J[)', Third Committee, 232\ld, 2331'd and
2J4th meetmgs.
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