
Wednesday, 24 September 1969,
at 10.30 a.m.

A/PV.1763

1763rd
pLENARY MEETING

6. This leads me to speak .of disarmament. About the
middle of last year, disarmament negotiations seemed to
have taken a promising turn. The Treaty on the Non-Pro
liferation of Nuclear Weapons {resolution 2373 (XXII)]
was opened for s~gnature. This treaty aimed not only at
limiting the numb~r of States to possess nuclear weapons,
but also by its artic~ VI, proposed by Mexico, obliged the
Powers which now s~ffer the sad privilege of possessing
them to begin negotiations on nuclear disarmament in the
near future. Almost at the same time the United States and
Soviet Governments announced their agreement to discuss
the limitation and reduction of nuclear-weapon launching
systems.

7. Unfortunately, more than a year later these intentions
have not yet been translated into facts. Those conversations
have not begun; and, partly in consequence, negotiation on
the other aspects of nuclear disarmament is virtually at a
standstill. This situation may explain why, in the fifteen
months during which the non-proliferation Treaty has been
open for signature, only eighteen States have ratified it. The
delay in opepjng negotiations on nuclear disarmament Ill);)'
endanger the very existence of the Treaty. I say this as the
representative of a country which has already ratified it.

8. Of cours~ we understand the grave problems and
difficulties faced by the nuclear Powers in agreeing on
measures of disarmament which might vitally affect their
security; we recognize as a hard, inescapable reality that no
measure which might upset the balance that seem~ at
present to exist would be practicable.

9. In line with this way of thinking, Mexico expressed its
view on the urgent need for the. two chief nuclear Powers to

minute-meet to consider, to discuss and often to negotiate
on the innumerable questions raised by the coexistence of'
peoples.

4. The--agenda .for this session, as for all the sessions that
have gone before, reflects better than any other document
the present fears and hopes of mankind; for the next three
munths the most experienced diplomats of these 126
countries will be dealing with those hopes and fears and
with·- the problems they entail. As far as Mexico is
concerned, I will confme myself in this statement to a few
subjects that seem to me of primary importance and
appropriate to this general debate.

5. It is hardly necessary to say that the first subject is
peace. Our first duty is that we should all go on
co-operatitlg, each to the measure of his ability and his
responsibility, to lift the menace which, though fortunately
much remoter today than it was a few years ago, still casts a
shadow over our planet: a major confrontation, inevitably
nuclear, between the super-Powers.
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1. Mr. CARRILLO FLORES (Mexico) (translated from
Spanish): Madam President, allow me to congratulate you
most cordially on behalf of the Mexican Government and
delegation. The General Assembly has wisely entrusted the.
direction of its work to an experienced diplomatist who
knows the potentialities and limitatioilS of the United
NatIons through and through, a woman representing a
country whose history and very name recall the centuries
old struggle for freedom. Our choice shows that'withitl the
United Nations, respect for human rights is already an
everyday reality.

2. I should like at the same time to pay a heartfelt tribute
to the memory of Mr. Emilio Arenales, whose premature
death was a loss mourned not only by his own country, the
Republic of Guatemala, but by all Latin- America and
especially Mexico. To the ~!ery end he discharged the heavy
duties of the presidency of the General Assembly's last
session, which we had entrusted to ~:im, not only with
ability but also with exemplary devotion and enthusiasm.
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3. The United Nations, which will soon be celebrating its
twenty-fifth anniversary, is the intemational political organ
ization which has had the longest continuous life, and the
only one which we may reasonably hope will succeed in
bringing together all mankind. Our President and the
Secretary-General have rightly referred to the very grave 
questions facing us at this moment; but we should be
encouraged by one thing: no one has even thought that the
United Nations should disappear. The fact is th,at the
United Nations is more-much more-than these solemn
meetings of the General Assembly, or the meetings of the
Security Council, or the meetings of its many component
specialized agencies and regional bodies. It was created by a
generation which had learnt that wars could no longer
replace policy or diplomacy, and is a setting for many
opportunities, much the most important of which are the
sessions of the General Assembly, where the representatives
of 126 countries-enormous, lar~e, middle-sized, small and

Agenda item 9:
General debate (continued)

Speech by Mr. Carrillo Flores (Mexico) 1
Speech by Mr. Schumann (France) . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Speech by Mr. Tepavac (Yugoslavia) "':--.. -.- ; . - '8
Speech by Mr. Mhando (United Republic of Tanzania) 11

Clnited Nations

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION

Official Records

• U 111.1t lit .• J&J nu lit_ a 31.1.1 i I . l .UL aUD&:idl!l!tRLIit : £!Jl [ t Mili ilL : iillilII!ti2£i Jt Sdi:" lUll Id ikJRSJil&£

4""_ • .- .. _ .

2nlSUiIX ;dUll 31 it Ltl UtI!! _ U I 1111...11 ij l& ~£ ,,/I 111111



"=i"):-a_SiQll!ll!ll!ltklIlllAIIIIIIkS.'.'.,_i_tIC.',-§(!IIIU.L.a.:.:a.t.2.,.:.iL.t.::.J!!SGI!!t"",U.2i.2.alhJl:.:.Z.,IX.[R:1I!!I.,lILlll:.la.a.:rlLI;.XI.'_,R2.a.:.;.21::••:12_'12.1,111:~-'IILljI2Ij I.ItlEIdll:lilll••;lii.,\p•.:••a.lZ.
f

2 General Assembly - Twenty-fourth Session - Ple~,ary Meetings

1~

tt
G
si,
w
st

,
I
I

r
(

1

to
ac
be
tD
cc
te
m
re
f(J
tll
a,

I.u:MU ,.

16. It should be stressed that the Treaty of Tlatelolco,
which created the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America, was conceived to protect a
whole' sub-continent, with an area of more than 20 million
square kilometres and a po?u1ation of some 260 million
human beings. It is equally worth pointing out that what
has already been achieved is truly impressive, for the
territories of the fourteen members of OPANAL-the
Agency's Spanish acronym-where the regime of total
exclusion of nuclear weapons is fully in force cover more
than 5.5 million square kilometres and have a population of
about 100 million.

15. The first of the obiectives we are pursuing is itself
twofold: to relieve the rountries of Latin America which
are present on future parties to the Treaty of the risk that
they might become targets of nuclear attacks; and to
prevent their resources-so scanty compared with the
region's tremendous needs-from being squandered on the
manufacture of nuclear weapons.

17. Besides the military denuclearization of Latin
America, the Treaty aims at encouraging the use of nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes, to speed up the economic and
social development of the Latin-American nations. We
therefore hore that OPANAL will foster that international
co-operation which will give the Latin-American countries
fuller ~ccess to nuclear technology, 'especially to those
aspects most in keeping with their needs.

14. My country's capital has recently witnessed an event
which we are sure will be significant in the history of
international efforts to achieve peace and disarmament.
From 2 to 9 September there took place in Mexico City the
first meeting of the General Conference of the Agency for
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, the
culmination of nearly five years' effort pursued jointly by
the Latin American countries. The Agency's object is to
supervise the observance of the Treaty of Tlatelolco and
compliance with its two fundamental aims: to ensure the
tot~l exclusion of nuclear w\~apons from the territories to
which it applies; and to promote eqUitably the peaceful use
of the atom in the region. At the inaugural session we had
the honour of having with us U Thant, who said something
for which we are deeply grateful: "In a world that a., too
often seems dark and foreboding, the Treaty of Tlatelolco
will shine as a beacon light."

18. The peoples and Governments that have striven so
hard for the success of this generous undertaking now hope
that the countries of the region that have not yet acceded

11. There is a well-justified world-wide outcry against
chemical and biological weapons. The provisions of the
Geneva Protocol of 1925,1 which' only prohibits their use,
are not enough. A treaty prohibiting their production and
stockpiling should be drafted as soon as po&sible. At the
same time it seems urgent that those States which have not
yet done so should accede to the Geneva Protocol. In
regard to the scope of that Protocol, we are in favour of its
widest possible interpretation.
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12. Th~Government of the United Kingdom submitted a
draft convention2 banning the production, stockpiling and
use of biological but not of chemical weapons. Two points
in that draft treaty seem to us both valuable and useful: its
ingenious system of control in the form of a "complaints
procedure" to deal with suspicious events, similar to that
already adopted in the Treaty of Tlatelolco,3 and secondly
its application both to production and to stockpiling.
Mexico hopes that in the coming year the Disarmament
Committee will complete the preparation of a draft treaty
to prohibit the manufacture, stockpiling and use of both
these types of weapon.

start negotiations as soon as possible for the ultimate 13. We think that the prevention of an armaments race-on
abolition of systems for launching nuclear weapons, and the sea-bed is another item on the agenda of the Disarma-
pointed out the grave risk of missing an historic oppor- ment Committee for which the time is already ripe for the
tunity which might never recur. We also proposed that the conclusion of a treaty. The present negotiations in the
General Assembly should address an urgent appeal to both Committee itself should therefore lead to the transmission
parties to start negotiations for a moratorium, which could to this Assembly of a draft which will enable the Members
be renewable, on all testing and deployment of new of the United Nations to state their views on this matter,
launching systems for offensive and defensive nuclear 'which in differing degree is iinportant to all. What~ver the
weapons not yet operational. Allow me from this rostrum content of the draft might be it seems to us essential that it
to stress how overwhelmingly important it is that the should faithfully reflect the general feeling already ex-
General Assembly, the most fully representative body of pressed in the General Assembly's debates that the explora-
the world community, should urge a halt to such tests tion, use and exploitation ef the' sea-bed and ocean floor
before it is too late. should be reserved exclusively for 'peaceful pUIposes.

1 Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of
Warfare,. si~ned at Geneva on 17 June 1925.

2 Document ENDC/255/Rev.1.
3 Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin

America, signed at Mexico City on 14 February 1967.

10. We feel that the problem of underground nuclear tests
is not quite the same today as when the Moscow Treaty was
signed in 1963. There has been such an advance in the
techniques of long-distance detection and identification of
underground explosions and seismic phenomena that an

.agreement to prohibit them would no longer have to
depend on complicated systems of international inspection.
The studies and proposals by Sweden, Japan and Canada
show -that -it mighLnot be impossible to overcome the
problem of on-site inspection-Wlrtch--has always held up
agreement. True, it is still theoretically possible that the
one observation may be confused with the other below a
certain magnitude; but international relations must be
based on actual possibilities, not on absolute data. Perfec
tion does not belong to the world of politics. The risk of
detection would be so great that it is hardly conceivable
that either party would take the foolhardf'dedsion to
violate the treaty. We therefore believe that the time has
come for the Disarmament Committee to intensify its
efforts to reach an agreement to prohibit underground
nuclear testing, which today is the major incentive in the
nuclear race.
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27. We are all aware of the great progress that has been
made over the years in clarifying the n'!ture of the problems
of subdevelopment; and it is obvious that we h~v.e the
necessary technology but not sufficient resources, though
they are undoubtedly greater than those hitherto mobilized
for international co-operation. What marvels could not be
achieved if the $185,000 million which the world devoted
to military expenditure in 1968 were used to promote life
and not death?

29. The economic desire of the developing countries is still
eGsentia11y to obtain remunerative and stable prices for their
primary products; freer access to the domestic markets of
the developed countries, more finaJ?cing on easier terms,

28. What the Second United Nations Development Decade
Will have to do more--tliananytIDng-eise--jsc-t-o-strefigth-et"tt-he-~'

will towards international co-operation and a reassessment
of policies and objectives to constitute what has been called
a global development strategy.

26. During. the past year the organizations of the United
Nations family have been working very hard to prepare" for
the Second United Nations Development Decade. It is
important for this international effort to be more successful
than the First, since it is steadily becoming more obvious
that economic and social development is indispensable for
the maintenance of world peace.

25. Lastly, without going into details for which this forum
would not be the proper place, I would say that the Central
American conflict highlights certain problems that affect
various other regions and in some are tending to grow
worse: overpopulation, archaic patterns of land tenure, the
need for more efficient machinery to safeguard human
rights, and one which we had hardly been aware of: the risk
that the economic integration of several countries, though
undoubtedly valuable in creating larger areas where indus
try can develop on an adequate scale, may also create grave
tensions which paradoxically inflaine nationalist feelings
even between States which are really part of one nation, as
the constitutions of many" Central American countries
proclaim.

,
I'
I.

24. Another lesson of that distressing conflict, which we
Mexicans hope with all our hearts will never flare up again,"_..
is the effectiveness of regional organizations when they can
act without being involved in the controversies which divide
the super-Powers, as indeed the Organization of American
States could when its one great-Power Member, the United
States, left the Latin Americans alone to look for formulas
of solution, while offering them its support within limits
which it quite frankly and clearly made known to us.
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21. To refer only to the region nfwhichMexico is a part:
when the Heads of State of Latin America met at Punta del
E~te in April 1967 they expressed their intention to limit
military expenditure in proportion to the real needs of
national security and in accordance wWt each country's
constitutional rules, avoiding any such expenditure that was
not necessary for performance of the specific duties of the
armed forces and of any international agreements binding
governments-some of which, like Mexico, have no such
obligations.

20. One basic feature of our times, of special interest to
the middle-sized 3.Ild smaller countries, is the apparent
tendency to dissociate local conflicts from direct confronta
tion between the major Powers. This must reassure us as
human beings but at the same time oblige us to recogrJze
another fact: that relief of tension and an agreement
between the nuclear Powers on disarmament would not
necessarily mean that wars· would no longer break out
anywhere in the world. Since the chief function of the
United Nations, the very 1"eason justifying its creation and
its continuing existence, is to defend peac~, it is vital for us
to' concern ourselves with the measwes 'that the United
Nations itself or its regional bodies migh~ ~e able to adopt
to divert the instinct for aggression that mo~ern studies
have shown to be inherent in the human species into
channels other than armed conflict. I would therefore
repeat a suggestion that I had the honour to submit to the
General Assembly in 1965: the possibility of initiating,
preferably in a regional context, serious efforts to examine
and ultimately to agree on measures of disarmament
between the non-nuclear Powers, most of which are
developing countries.

22. One of the lessons we learned from the conflict, which
so distressed us, between the two sister Republics of El
Salvador and Honduras is the urgent need to recognize the
grave danger for peace, not of the world but of some of its
peoples, in the failure of the competent authorities of the
international community to make a greater effort to slow
down the arms race among medium-sized and small States

19. We States Parties to the Treaty of Tlatelolco also hope
that the nuclear Powers will heed the appeals of this
General Assembly and make their valuable contribution by
signing and ratifying Additional Protocol II, by which they
would undertake to respect the military denuclearization
status of Latin America.

23. Since international law is still barely in its infancy,
having with very few exceptions no central authority to
state it nor any effective machinery to enforce it, inevitably
on many of the world's frontiers (though fortunately not

to the Treaty will do so, in order that what has been on Mexico's, for obvious .geopolitical reasons) there will be
achieved may be made still more effective. According to the a search for balance of power. Any realistic effort to slow " ,
best opinions we have been able to obtain~ we have reason down arms races must start from this fact and not try to
to say that, on account of both the cost and the risks of ignore it. Thus, even iiI Latin America, a region with so
contamination which their use entails in the present state of many historical affinities, it is essential to tackle this
technology, a country which renou,nces the carrying out of problem, as our Presidents have already urged. The most
nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes with its own suitable way, in Mexico's opinion, would be through
resources will be sacrificing none of its true opportunities negotiated subregional agreements, covering specific situa:-
for economic development; especially if we bear in mind tions and not presuming to enact general solutions which,
that the benefits to be derived from such explosions will be however noble and generous th~~ir motives, are most
available to it through an appropriate international body. unlikely towork.'
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36.. Obviously an effective international strategy for de
velopment has far-reaching political repercussions. Many
developing countries will have to carry out profound
institutional changes and necessary social reforms to create
a climate conducive to economic progress; and those
changes, I must repeat, depend above all on the national
policies adopted in each country to mobilize its own
economic and social forces. It is my country's long-standing
conviction that foreign aid, however ample, can only play a
complementary role.

,

39. This privilege, which we men have done nothing to
gain, creates for us a grave responsibility: to know better,
to use better, to love better our earth, the sea upon it and
the air around it, so that those who come after us may go
on building for. good and not for evil, on the prodigious
legacy of this contradictory century in which so many of
the best things and some of the worst of all time have come
about. May it be so!

38. Furthermore, this achievement which fortune has
allotted to the people of the United States, together with
the parallel efforts of the Soviet people, will throw light on
a fact which though suspected has never before been fully
pEoved: the uniqueness of man and of life as we know"it, if
not in the entire universe, at least h1 the solar system.

37. This Assembly meets in a year which history will
record as that in which men for the first time stepped on a
soil not of their pl;h'1et. For this reason I should like above
everything to reiterate the hope expressed at the time by
the President of my country on behalf of all the Mexican
people that this exploit of man will redound to the benefit
of man and lead all the peoples of the ear,th to participate
in full awareness of their common destiny.

40. Mr. SCHUMANN (France) (translated from French):
The last time, a long time ago, that I had the hon<?ur of
speaking from this rostrum [445th meeting].dt was a
distingUished woman, Mrs. Pandit, who gave me ,the floor.
It is a privilege to be here again and to tell you, Madam
President, while paying a tribute to your great predecessor,
Emilio Arenales, how delighted the French delegation is to
see you elected to the high office of the presidency by the
almost unanimous trust of the members of this Assembly.
The emancipation of women, the emancipation ~of Africa
-France believes it had done good service to both these
causes which you, Madam, symbolize in the eyes of the
world.

and greater opportunity to benefit from modern technol- organ of co-ordination, but of a typ~ of co-ordination that
ogy. will not restrict the opportunities of the new bodies (such

as the United Nations Industrial Development Organization,
the United Nations Development Progr:amme and the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development) to
act for the benefit of all the nations of the third world. An
annual meeting at the high~st level, of members of the
Council and of representatives of the specialized agencies,
which have recently been appointing spokesmen of distinct
ly lower standing, might infuse new life into a Council on
which we still set our hopes.

30. In a global development strategy there is much that
the industrialized countries can do to help the developing
countries to solve these tremendous problems. Apart from
maintaining their own economic growth in order to increase
imports from the developing countries, the inclustrial
nations would do well to check the protectionist trends
that have ap~eared in s,ome of them and the proposals to
place restrictions both on the agricultural products which
are the chief exports of the poor countries and on their
manufactures and semi-manufactures. In this connexion I
should like to reiterate Mexico's support for the early
implementation of the generalized non-reciprocal, non
discriminatory system of prefer~nces unanimously ap
proved in resolution 21 (ll) at the New Delhi session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,4 if
possible by 1970 in accordance witn the approved time
table.

31. With regard to financing for development purposes
-more than 80 per cent of which has to come from each
country's own resources-I want to stress once again the
absolute necessity for the nations of the third world to
obtain foreign eXc'hanges to import the capital goods and
industrial raw materials which they do not produce.

32. If the industrial countries allowed easier access for
exports from the developing countries3 this'would consid
erably lessen the problem of external fmancing with which
they are faced. For even if our peoples save more, internal
savings do not generate fo~ign exchange if the product
cannot be sold abroad; in which case internal savings would
be immobilized in the form of accumulated stocks of
unsaleable products.

33. The forecasts of the trade deficit of the developing
countries during the Second Development Decade made by
United Nations experts-$30,OOO million by 1980-c1early
show the gap between them and the industrial nations, and
the scale of the efforts that must blf made to enable the
majority of mankind to enjoy a modest degree of well
being.

34. In these matters ofintemational trade and finance and
for many other aspects of economic and social subdevelop
ment, Members of the United Nations have already set
targets and worked out measures for execution during the
Second United Nations Development Decade. All these
goals are important, but some can perhaps be piCked out as
having a better chance of being accepted and achieved; and
to these the concentrated efforts of the whole world might
be devoted.

35. Chapter IX of the Charter makes the United Nations a
great centre for promoting and encouraging international
co-operation for the purposes of development. The Eco
nomic and Social Council was conceived as the body to
carry out this wise policy; but with the passage of time it
has lost this role. My Governmeht believes that the time has
come to .make the Economic and Social Council the major

4 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, second
session, New Delhi, 1 February-29 March 1968, vot. I, Report and
annexes.

41. As we consider together the problems with which our
Organization' has been concerned since the twenty-third
session, I should like to express to the Secretary-General,
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42. We have recently had occasio~'-io'appreciate-ms'-' 5T;--We-are now at t1;le end of what has been called the
judgement and his attitude in political affairs. But we have "transitional phase" of the Common Market. The stage to
also been appreciative of his efforts to solve certain be completed by 31 Decembert969"is;'basically, the one
problems of an administrative nature, in particular that of which Aristide Btiand, one of the most distinguished of my
the use of languages in the Secretariat. . predecessors, already considered 40 years ago to be "the

most pressing need": the eClJnomic stage.
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who is responsible for the continuity of our' work, the
friendly confidence that my Government and my fellow
countrymen place in his action:

43. It is true that there is still a great deal of progress to be
made if the management of our Organization is to be based
on more modern and more efficient methods and if its
~tructure is to be adapted to the priorities of the modem
world. We are therefore following with great interest the
work of your new Joint Inspection Unit, which will
facilitate the essential task of co-ordination among the
agencies of the United Nations. .

44. Before reviewing with you the particularly serious
events of the year that has just elapsed, I should like to
summarize for you the main outlines of France's basic
policy.

5

50. Legisl{ltion and economic and social systems forged by
centuries of different customs and traditions had, and still
have, to be brought into hannony. .

52. But it is obvious that tll,~ achievement of the Common
Market is a phenomenon whbh has not only economic but
political significance. Europe·s economic strength should
enable it to regain its propell place in the world~ and the
impulse which has led the nations to unite in a search for
economic progress could then lead them to seek together
the conditions of a new political balance.

53. It seems, to me that the whole world needs this new
political balance and that it will help to promote peace and
to relax tension between nations.
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55. This close-knit community constructed by six coun
tries creates a pole of attraction for the other coufitties of
Western Europe, whose traditions as well as interests
compel them to draw closer to it.

54. "France", President Pompidou declared recently, "is
resolutely opposed to the pot:cy of blocs and sees its
national independence, and what will one da~r, I hope, be a
European Europe-in other words an independent
Europe-as an essential condition for the security of this
part of the world."

~"'<~--

56. There are numerous applications for associate ana-,---....
even full membership, and it is not only conceivable but
eminently desirable that they may succeed.

, ,

57. Moreover, it is not impossible that this "community,
which is free to detennine its future, will enter into ever
closer contact with the countries of Eastern Europe-for
each of which' we feel the same interest and the same
regard-and gradually overcome the distressing gulf that
separates one part of Europe from the other, in defiance of
20 centuries ofhistory. -=--. -

46. The slow process (jf European reconstruction was not,
as you know, achieved without difficulty or effort.

47. First, countries which had been dreadfully weakened
and in some cases ruined, physically"and morally, by five
years of fratricidal war had to be put back on their feet.

48. Their independence and their indiViduality had to be
preserved at a time when the world was dividing into two
blocs which seemed irrevocably opposed to one another.

49. A climate of peace had to be restored between nations
which for generations had viewed each other as enemies,
reconciliation effected, ties 'of esteem and friendship
established and the; younger generations drawn closer
together. Was there any more constructive step in this
direction than the Franco-German Treaty of Co-operation,s
of which General de Gaulle and Chancellor Adenauer were
the architects?-

5 Treaty of Co-operation between the Republic of France and the
Federal Republic of Germany, signed on 22 January 1963.

45. France has an overwhelming desire for pe.ace, and this
desire has led it for many years, and continues to lead, it, to
pursue three basic aims: first, we think that the balance of
world power must be consolidated, and this rules out the
development of new power structures, confrontations
between blocs and ,all manifestations of the spirit of
conquest, domination or intolerance. Secondly, reconcilia
tion between peoples must be sought tirelessly; it is this aim
which has led us to seek our rapprochement wi~h Germany
and which in our view demands that East and West should
continue to draw closer to one another without allowing
themselves to be embroiled in local conflicts. Finally,
justice and the general interest demand, in our opinion, that
aid from the most d,eveloped countries to the less devel
oped, far from dwindling as it seems to be doing, should be
continued, diversified and reinforced, and we believe that
we have always set an example in this, matter. These three
aims are exemplified in the policy that France is pursuing
with regard to the building of Europe.
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tradition are

67. France has always done its utmost to discharge this
responsibility, and during the past 11 years it has had the
good fOiune to have in the person of General de Gaulle a
Presiden whose actions, views of history, ideals of national
indepen ence, co-operation,. international detente, equality
of all peoples and of understanding between all nations,
have found, notably in this Assembly, a warm response.
You may be assured that General de Gaulle's voluntary. ,

departure does not change the line of policy that France
has followed in the international field and, in particular, its
devotion to the rules that govern our Organization and to
the great principles of which it is the defender.

68. More than ever, France is determined to support the
efforts that the United Nations, in the name of these
principles, could or should deploy in the world.

>

then of the different future they. want for their sons and trustees of a long peaceful and civilizing
daughters, believe they are fully entitled. France, for one, conscious of a special responsibility.
has done a great deal in that direction in recent years and

, is determined to continue along the same path." [1683rd
meeting, para. 86.J

59. I shall add a few words to what Mr. Debre said last
year. It is not only on a continental scale but on a- world
scale that the community which is being created is destined
to play a major role. For, amidst the ambitions and rivalries
that set the great territorial Powers against one another, a
group true to its alliances but conceived without any
ulterior motives, above all without any motives of domina
tion, can do useful service to the cause of peace.

60. Furthermore, in the great struggle, which should be
that of the entire human race, against poverty and
underdevelopment, where better can our eyes turn than to
this new, prosperous and independent Europe?

61. Truly, the stakes in the enterprise are such that no
man of feeling and intelligence could resign himself to

,,- seeing it faiL

62. In fact, it is the economic unity of Europe that is
being established today which wil~ determine the political
unity of the Europe of tomorrow.

63. As the Assembly is aware, the Heads of State and
Government of the six European countries, realizing the
seriousness of the choiCes confronting them, have decided
to meet at The Hague in November for discussions. It is my
firm hope that they will clear this hurdle, the last which
separates the Common Market from passage to the "final
period" for the greater good not only of Europe but of the
international community.

. 64. I will add that Europe is not the only part of the
world in which an effort of co-operation and understanding
among the nations can develop successfully. The United
Nations can only hope for the creation of regional groups
inspired by the same spirit of co-operation. France, for its
part, having welcomed and encouraged the efforts of some
African States, is interested in what may be attempted in
the same direction by the States of Latin America, to which
France is, moreover, attached by so m,my bonds of
friendship. Listening to Mr. Carrillo Flores a few minutes
ago, I remembcled the desire recently expressed in Latin
America, at :Vifia del Mar, that the countries which are
members of the Special Commission on Latin American
Co-ordination should affIrm their economic and political
independence.6

65. But, however encouraging these attempts may be, they
are only a small consolation in the face of the international
situation of this autumn of 1969. Everything that the
Charter was intended to eliminate remains, be it war ur
incitement to violence, refusal to enter into discussion,
contempt for human rights, or the fundamental injustice
that we call underdevelopment.

69. Having willingly renounced all forms of domination,
haVing established and developed for many years relations
of friendship and co-operation with the peoples formerly
belonging to its empire; in absolute respect for the
sovereignty of all, France is eager to see the disappearance
everywhere of ~l traces of policies of supremacy, always
based on force' or manipulation, masked with false ideals,
and in reality profoundly anachronistic.

70. It is this form of political hegemony which today is
still causing discouragement and anxiety, the more so since
the nations that are still tempted to practise it are endowed,
through the unbelievable progress of science and technol
ogy, with means of destruction and repression that cannot
be compared with those of preceding centuries. While
witnessing, thanks to television, man's fIrst steps on the
moon-the 'first steps of the American cosmonauts whom
my country is preparing to welcome-how much we should
like to hope that the immense admiration and exaltation
that we, like millions of others, felt will not be darkened by
the disturbing shadow of our earthly conflicts!

71. In Biafra, on African soil, where everything points to
the urgent need for cease-fire followed by talks without
prior conditions, the massacres are continuing, as is the
martyrdom of a population whose heroic spirit has been
affirmed by two years of suffering and whose annihilation
could only tarnish the image of Africa as well as the image
which, throughout the world, man has of man.

72. In southern Africa the regime of apartheid, so rightly
denounced in this Assembly, is being perpetuated and even
extended to a territory of international status.-'
73. In Southern Rhodesia, the policy of sanctions adopted
by the United Nations and scrupulously applied by my
Government has not led to the recognition of the rights of
the majority.

'..,

66. Faced with this state of affairs, nations which, like
mine and many others represented in this hall, are the

74. Even dear Ireland-towards which European civiliza
tion owes a debt that is more th&n a thousand years old-is
being rent by new and cruel factions.

6 Latin American Consensus of Viiia del Mar, approved by the
Special Commission on Latin American Co-ordination, meeting at
Viiia del Mar (Chile) from 15 to 17 May 1969.

75. In Asia, our vigilant and active hope-albeit a slight
one-is still that of seeing the tfagedy of the Viet-Nam war
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brought to an end and we are, you may be sure, on the
watch for everything we dm do to further that objective.
The friendship that has bound us for so long to these
peoples, on whom history has imposed such terrible
sufferings, the friendship which binds us to the United
States and which in a sense goes back to before its birth as a
nation, gives us the right to deplore all the delays and
complications which are postponing the time when the
rising toll of death and ruin will finally cease and the
immense task of reconstruction can begin, in independence
and in the guaranteed neutrality of all the peoples of the
peninsula.

76. In Czechoslovakia our disappointment and anxiety
would be profound if the hopes of liberalization-bold
indeed in their expression but so reasonable in their
substance, so consistent with the essential needs of man
were stifled once and for all. Here too the best hopes still
lie in repudiation of the policy of blocs and in a determined
effort to attain mutual understanding.

77. However, it is especially in the Middle East that the
establishment of a just and lasting peace, taking account of
the legitimate interests of all parties, would appear beyond
our reach if we were not determined to overcome our fears
and despondency.

78. France's policy there, as elsewhere, is based on the
principles that my predecessors have already affirmed from
this rostrum: the right of peoples to self-determination;
respect for international law; balance of power; and
maintenance or restoration of peace. The strict application
of these principles is the only way to end· the rapid
worsening of the situation in the area.

79. Nearly_two years have elapsed since the adoption of
Security Council resolution 242 (1967) of 22 November
1967, which is our law.

80. My Government, having learnt from events that only
through concerted international action can a satisfactory
solution be fonnulated and implemented, proposed last
January that the four permanent members of the Security
Council, in view of their special responsibilities, should
meet to study ways of facilitating the implementation of
resolution 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967, and should
examine at the same time the measures necessary to prevent
the situation from deteriorating.

81. When that proposal was accepted by our three
partners, we became able to examine together in detail the
different aspects of the conflict and the possibilities of
settlement consistent with the spirit of the Charter and the
resolutions adopted by the United Nations.

82. I thank the Secretary-General for the~ recent valuable
lead which has enabled the four to resume their task. This
must now be pursued unremittingly; to dispute or hinder it
would be to assume the h~avy responsibility of obstructing
the only means of reaching a general, eqUitable and lasting
settlement respecting "the inalienable right to exist as
independent and sovereign States" of all the States of the
Middle East, in the words of our joint·communique of last
Saturday, 20 September. Need I add that this settlement
mu~! ~c1ude international measures for the preservation

and protection of all the holy places and for free access to
them by all? All mankind is awaiting this essential prelude
to a new era of reconciliation and co-operation. ,

83. Once again, in this field as in all others ~at concern
peace and progress we expect the most succttssful results
from consultation between the leaders of the major Powers,
itself the consequence of a policy of detente and dialogue.
We recalled a short while ago that it was encouraging to
note how far the European nations had gon~ in that
direction after centuries of fierce conflict. Could not a
similar trend influence much larger nations, which still
prefer reciprocal denunciation to co-operation and peaceful
competition? I am thinking, of course, of China, shut out
of our Organization, and of the two great space Powers,
whose willingness to enter into dialogue we welcome
though it perhaps still shrinks from that exercise on equal
terms with their other partners which we should like to see.

84. However, are not. all efforts for peace condemned to
remain incomplete and illusory until we tackle that most
important and difficult of world problems-disannament?

85. My country has for many years attempted to define 
the true conditions for solution of this problem.

86. We do not consider that world security can or should
be confused with the fragile equilibrium between a few
nuclear States. Hence disarmament cannot, in our view, be,-
limited to certain partial measures which only strengthen
the monopoly of the nuclear Powers. Nor 'can it be limited
to bilateral agreements, which, thou~, useful in relaxing
tension, aim essentially at slowing ~~e growth of the
armaments of already over-armed Powers. ,

87. The security of mankind-that is, the safeguard against
any form of war, and first of all, quite obviously, against
the worst fonn of annihilation, atomi~ war-depends on, a
set of strict conditions which have for a long time
determined the shape that we wish to give to disarmament.

88. We want disarmament to begin with the Powers
possessing nuclear weapons; and we want it to lead, under
strict and effective control, to elimination of these weap
ons' vehicles and arsenals.

89. We want nuclear disarmament to be accompanied by
disarmament in conventional weapons, in such a way that
no imbalance of power may result from the completion of
its successive stages.

90. We want these measures of prohibition and control to
be extended to biological and chemical weapons, whose
fearsome effects were recently described by the gro.up...of
experts appointed by the Secretary-General of our Organ
ization. France, which, it should be remembered, is the
depositary of the Geneva Protocol which prohibits this type
of weapon, would like to see this instrument applied
universally.

91. Lastly, we must also prevent the militarization of a
new field open to human activity: the sea-bed and the
ocean floor.

e

92. These are the conditions for a genuine disarmament.
To embark on this undertaking with the desire to bring it to

!,-
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100. Our representatives are still participating actively in
this work of codification; and I am happy to announce to
the Assembly that the French Government has deCided to
request Parliament to'authorize France's accession to the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination [resolution 2106 A (XX)} an
instrument which should be one of the pillars of the new
international law. For many years we have striven to
respect both its letter and its spirit.

101. We consider that this gesture by France manifests the
importance that we attach to the studies and efforts
undertaken by the United Nations. We know full well,
however, that in the promotion of human rights and the
fundamental freedoms, in the struggle against intolerance
and discrimination, to create the appropriate international
instruments is not enough. We must still be, at all times,
determined to apply them to their fullest extent.

99. Since the Charter signed in San Francisco and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by, the
General Assembly in Paris in 1948, the United Nations has
been progressively erecting a monumental work, to which
France-predictably, since it is faithful to the traditions of
1789-attaches particular importance.

1(.'2. If we celebrate principles and anniversaries too much
without clear evidence of progress, we risk disappointing a
generation which is not content with words but expects our
Organization to help to mobilize the century's resources on
behalf of more liberty for each and more justice for all.

103. The resources at our disposal are far from negligible:
immense progress in the exact and natural sciences, in
technology, in cotnmunications; less spectacular but no less
important progress in the sciences of man and society.
There is a growing awareness-shown excellently in the
recent African Festival at Algiers8 -of the great human
communities' spiritual resources which will restore the ideal
of a peaceful and creative society. There is a vast movement
among the young people of all countries who are noisy and
sometimes provoking but essentially generous and impa
tient to give mankind a new page, a new chapter, to write.

104. Why do.men and women come from all over the
world to New York, to this annual Assembly? Because,
despite all the tragic events that have occurred-and perhaps
because of them-they remain deeply convinced that true
solidarity can be created and strengthened.

105. In this speech, my first from this rostrum as Foreign
Minister of France, I haW desired to tell the Assembly tliat
France will use all its energy and its faith to promote that
solidarity.

106. Mr. TEPAVAC (Yugoslavia) (translllted from
French): Madam President, on behalf of the Yugoslav
Government and delegation I am very happy to extend to
you our warm and sincere congratulations on y~ur election
to the Presidency of the twenty-fourth seSSlOn of the
General Assembly. I am delighted to note that it expresses
our appreciation of Liberia and of Africa, whose construc
tive influence upon world developments and upo~ the

8 Panafrican Cultural Festival, held from 21 July to 1 August
1969.

97. It is, however, oQvious that in this field also immense
efforts have still to be exerted. The points that my
predecessor made before the Assembly last year are still
timely. The percentage of the gross national product that
the developed countries have agreed to devote to develop
ment aid remains insufficient. How many of them respect,
as France does, the minimum of 1 per cent that we have
allocated ourselves? After all, what is 1 per cent in view of
the ever-growing disparity between the poverty of some and
the prosperity of others? Moreover, what progress has been
made with the project of organizing the markets of the
main primary products, of which I spoke here many years
ago and to which Mr. Debre drew the Assembly's attention
last year at the 1683rd meeting? That is one specific and
highly important instance in which our Organization could
have given better proof of its practical effectiveness. France
is ready to support any move in this direction.

98. Yet, just as I am not unaware of the extent of the
efforts being made to promote development, I should not
like to remain silent about the major role played by the
United Nations in promoting human rights; and on this
encouraging note I should like to conclude.

7 Adopted by the Conference of Twelve French-speaking African
and Malagasy States held at Yaou,Ilde (Cameroon) from 27 to 30
March 1961; renewed on 28 June 1969.

94. illow me to express first of all the hope that this
Second Development Decade may be marked by a real
effort of imagination and' concerted action. The difficulties
to be combated are better known than they were ten years
ago; the measures to be taken are already clearer.

a successful conclusion requires that the nuclear Powers
should first agree and co-operate; and that implies a
determined search for a lasting detente. France wishes to be
among the first to reaffirm that it js ready for this test of its
co-operation and sincerity.

96. The network of institutions which the Organization
has created and which now needs to be made to function
more effectively rather than to be extended, the experience
accumulated by thousands of experts, by tens of thousands
of young people associated with these programmes, and
particularly by all those whom France sends as technical
assistants-these are encouraging factors, or at any rate
factors that shcuid prevent discouragement.

93. The coming decade will only deserve the fine title that
our Organ~ation is bestowing on it for the second time if
all the Me ber nations learn to esteem one another more
highly, t aid one another more effectively, and to cease
denounc'ng and fighting one another.

.95. For its part France, to which many African States and
the Malagasy Republic have given proof of their confidence
and friendship by instituting and maintaining with it a
system of relations of a kind that is new and fruitful
because based on free choice, has had experience of every
form of aid and co-operation: the bilateral form, the
regional form-of which the recent renewal of the Yaounde
Convention' is 'an interesting example-and the multilateral
form, by its contribution to the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development and to the United Nations
Development Programme.
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116. Does all tWs not indicate that the search for new
grounds of international co-operation between all countries
and peoples of east and west, north and sout4, between
developed and developing, large and small countries, is an
imperative need engendered by the times in which we live.

117. In the prevailing circumstances major world problems
obviously cannot be'sclved without the participation of th.e
Great Powers. It is, however, equally true that l~sti'pg'''''
solutions can only be based on the active and' equal
participation of all countries and States, and on application
of the principles of active and peaceful coexistence,
irrespective of social systems and bloc membership.

118. My delegation notes with regret that efforts to solve
most of the acute international issues have come to a dead
stop.

119. We are seriously disturbed by the persistent deterio
ration of the situation in the Middle East, wWch is still
made explosive by the intransigence of Israel. I do not feel
that I am over dramatizing the situation if I point out that
the conflict in this area could easily escape the control of
the Great Powers and the United Nations unless energetic
and effective steps are taken urgently. Israel has not even
now accepted Security Council resolution 242 (1967), has
not ceased to insist upon the annexation of occupied Arab
territories, and continues to treat the Palestinian population
'with extreme severity. Should the United Nations fail to
prevent the aggressor from keeping the territories it has
acquired by force, there is a serious danger that in the
future our Organization will be even less capable of taking
any ~ction in a similar case. By supporting-while this is still
possible-every action aimed at a political solution, my
delegation-will- insist categorically on the need to enforce
the Security Council's resolution of 1967.

120. The cessation of the bombing of North Viet-Nam,
the beginning of the talks in Paris and the withdrawal of the
first contingents from South Viet-Nam raised hope taat-the
sUfferings of the Viet~Namese people might be nearing an
end. However, the decisive turning-point towards peace in
Viet-Nam has evidently not yet been reached. Obviously
there are still illusions that the prolongation of the war will
make it possible to impose solutions that favour certain
narrow interests, though certainly not the interests of the
people of South Viet-Nam. Such mistaken thinking is the
main reason for the failure of the Paris negotiations so far.

121. The situation in Europe is not yet stable, althOUgh
there are signs of growing readiness to sol~e the outstanding

promotion of international co-operation to secure equal 115. Peace is not endangered by differences in social
rights is constantly growing. systems. Experience has refuted the theory that countries

with identical systems are natural allies while those with
different systems are natural adversaries. Today disagree
ments and conflicts among countries with similar systems,
and co-operation and friendship among countries with
different systems, are' so many arguments invalidating the
numerous political dogmas upon wWch anti-communism,
iron curtains and unconditional bloc disciplines have
thriven for so many years. My country, which out of its
deepest conviction opted for socialism,' is successfully
co-operating on all continents with many countries having
different social and political systems. Where no positive
result could be attained in this direction, the reasons were
entirely different.

113. Opposition between strictly-delineated military and
political alliances, wWch has for years been identified with
opposition between different social and political systems, is
only one of the manifestations of those deeper divisions
which cannot be disguised for any length of time by
traditional political doctrines and deep-rooted ideological
prejudices.

114. I do not think I am mistaken when I say that the
emergence of the policy of non-alignment and its growing
prestige are not the only evidence of the crisis created by
the division of the world into blocs. The political philoso
phy of non-alignment first took shape in #an active
endeavour to lay a new groundwork for international
co-operation. Today it is no longer sufficient to answer the'
question how to avoid ~ar-paramount though that ques
tion remains. Today it is essential to know how to achieve a
peace that will guarantee equality of rights, economic
progress and human freedom.

110. Immense scientific and technological'progress has not
reduced the gap between wealth and poverty. On the
contrary, this continues to widen.

107. The past year has not given the world any greater
reason than its predecessors to feel tranquil and secure. It is
true that no danger of general catastrophe hovers over us
every day as it did in the recent past. We are still, however,
far from the day when fear and uncertainty will have been
banished and the whole world will no longer live. in danger
of being speedily and irrevocably engulfed in the flames of
war which are already devastating certain parts of the
world, or in some new conflagration.

108. The division of the world into blocs and antagonistic
military and political alliances is not the only rift of our
times. Behind the opposing blocs. lie deeper and more
lasting sources of division.

109. Claims for national freedom and independence have
not discouraged policies of conquest, domination and
interference in the domestic affairs of other countries.

111. The increase in the number of newly liberated
countries and their ever more obvious readiness to parti
cipate in world affairs have not made international relations
more democratic, or given the small and medium countries
an effective influence on the agreements or disputes
between the great and strong.

112. World stability is inconceivable without valid answers
to these questions that .have been for so long posed to us by
humanity itself, by a-humanity less and less Willing to
reconcile itself to a passive acceptance of incomplete or
false answers. The division into blocs is not, of course, the
only source of all the evils in this imperfect world, but
neither does it provide the best formula Jor removing them.
We are aware that existing blocs cannot simply be abolished
nor the emergence of new blocs prevented. It is precisely
for that reason that we are endeavouring to establish such
international co-operation as will reduce the grounds for
the predominance of military and political blocs and their
antagonisms. .
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Mr. Mbekeani (Malawi), Vice-President, took the Chair.

131. The process of abolishing colonialism. has come
almost to a standstill. The remaining strongholds of
colonialism and racism, particularly in southern Africa, are
also tending to consolidate and perpetuate themselves, thus

10 Document ENDC/242.

130. I shall not be saying anything new if I repeat that the
enormous expenditure on armaments is retarding economic
and social progress throughout the world and greatly
diminishing the prospects for the economic development of
the developing countries. Similarly, I am not revealing an
unknown truth in pointing out that, in existing interna
tional economic relations, the new technological expansion
of the developed countries has not yet made it possible to
reduce economic and social differences in the world. The
reason is, regrettably, that the most developed section of
the international community is unwilling to contribute
towards the solution of this problem, which threatens to
become one of the most serious contradictions of our
times.

129. In the op~ion of my delegation the General Assem
bly should assign specific tasks to the Committee on
Disarmament. We believe that the Committee could direct
most of its activity towards the complete prohibition of
underground nuclear tests for military purposes, the de
militarization of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the
prohibition of chemical and bacteriological weapons.
Yugoslavia fully supports the draft agreement on the
prohibition of underground nuclear-weapon tests submitted
by Sweden to the Committee on Disarmament;lO for it is
firmly convinced that the acceptance of that treaty would
greatly encourage all other efforts towards disarmament.
We also stress the need for a moratorium on the deploy
ment of missile systems aad the production of new
weapons of mass destruction, as a specific measure to slow
the arms race.

127. ,One of the frequently-cited weaknesses of our
Organization is its lack of universality. The absence of the
People's Republic of China from the United Nations
increasingly hampers the settlement of major international
problems and conflicts in which China, simply because of
its importance and influence, is becoming more and more
involved.

128. At the current session the General Assembly has once
again before it a long li~t of unsolved problems, the most
important being undoubtedly disarmament and collective
security. Without denying that in this area too the great
Powers have special responsibilities and obligations, I would
nevertheless emphasize that the entire international com
munity ought to be involved in the search for a solution to
this vital question. A system of collective security would be
meaningless unless it contained truly effective guarantees
against attack and aggression in every form, and unless it
not only prohibited the production and utilization of
nuclear weapons but also required reduction of conven
tional armaments, with which thousands of people through
out the world are killed every day in "local" wars.

the other Member States, which could otherwise be more
substantial and fruitful.
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124. The non-aligned 'countries are n<rt directed merely
towards each other. They are turned towards the entire
world and exert an ever-growing moral and political force in
the struggle for a world based on equality of rights,
independence and accelerated development, and, by the
same token, for a world of peace.

125. Yt;goslavia, for its part, as one of the participants in
the Consultative Meeting of the 51 non-aligned countries
held last July in Belgrade,9 wishes to point out that at that
meeting also the non-aligned countries emphasized that
their objectives were directly linked to the principles and
work of the United Nations.

problems of that continent by co-operation and negotia
tion. The most recent steps taken and proposals ,made by
some European countries will, we hope, create a more
favourable climate for resumption of the process of
furthering general European co-operation, the only course
conducive to security. It is common knowledge that bloc
divisions are the most pronounced in Europe, where bloc
policy has been most negative L.'l both the distant and the
recent past. Therefore the development of European
co-operation based on respect for independence and sover
eignty, and the strengthening of European security on those
foundations, would be an effective contribution to settle
ment of the problems of co-operation-and security in other
parts of the world also.

126. No one can deny that during the pepod that has
expired the United Nations has acted to promote peace and
encourage international co-operation. It,has, however,
failed to exercise any decisive influence towards resolution
of the most acute international crises or lasting stabilization
of international relations. A few ef the larger and stronger
States mean to subordinate it to their own concerns and
conflicts. This greatly restricts the contribution of most of

9 Consultative Meeting of the Representatives of the Governments
of Non-Aligned Countries, held from 8 to 12 July 1969.

122. In view of the enormous economic, scientific and
technological potential of the European continent, the
removal of obstacles to a more extensive development of
European co-operation would in our opirtion enable Europe
to work even more effectively for the political and
economic progress of other'regIOnS of .the world, primarily
the less developed. It gives me great pleasure to 'point out
that the most recent initiatives of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe are being directed
towards that end and therefore merit our full support.

123. I should like particulariJ to draw attention to the
increased J;ole of :the policy qf non-alignment in interna
tional relations. No one could regard this policy today as an
undefmed political attitude 'amounting to' passive neu
tralism, or as a tactic against bloc alignments. The con
tinuing increase in the number of countri~s adopting the
policy of non-alignment confions the growing need to lay
down new foundations for international co-operation, and
proves that the division of the world into blocs has no
future. The policy of non-alignment has far transcended the

'limits of myre pronouncements against bloc policies. Ithas
become a positive political idea and act aimed at universal
application ,·of the principles of active peaceful coexistence
among and oftheir similarities or differences.

,
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141. Independent Africa has a'duty to ask: "How long
musfthis go on?" Tanzania, and an those countries"and" '
peoples who~ shaf~ our opposition to tyranny~ slavery and
theabllS~ofhurp.an dignity, are asking now: "How long

service of her own coun,try and the sense of duty and
selflessness manifested in her record of performance will
bring the needed leadership to this Assembly~ and enable it
to accomplish the difficult tasks it has before it.

137. Let me say that the entire family of African people is
proud of the recognition given to one of its most respected
and beloved daughters by her election to the Presidency of
this General Assembly. The whole continent shares with her
country, Liberia, a feeling of pride and happiness that one
of its citizens has been honoured by the international
community; and given the heavy responsibility of her
present position. We are confident that her sense ofjustice
and fair dealing will be evident throughout the work of this
Assembly, and that the reputation of Africa:will be further
enhanced by her activities here.

138. I also take this opportunity of expressing our
profound sorrow at the untimely death of her preqecessor,
the late and distinguished Foreign Miliister of Guatema1a~
Mr. Emilio Arenales, whose patience, wisdom and tolerance
won the admiration and respect of this Asse,mbly at its
twenty-third session.. His tireless efforts to make that
session a success were appreciated by all, and its accom
plishments up to the time of his death were, in no small
measure, a result ofhis dedication and the inspiration we all
drew from his many qualities. My delegation asks the
delegation of the Republic of Guatemala to accept our
most sincere condolences on the loss of that great man~ and
to transmit them to the family, the Government and the
pe9ple of Guatemala.

139. It is inevitable that dUring the general debate each
Member State speaks first on those' ,problems which engage
its efforts and resources day by day, and which directly
affect the well-beil1g of its people._ For us in Tanza..ttltf,.and.
for the members of the Organization of African Unity~ the
continued presence in Africa of colonialism> exploitation'
and racism is the most pressing international problem. The
consequences of those evil systems have not only brought
untold misery and death to, our brothers in neighbouring
territories, but have also caused our Governments and
peoples grave anxiety by threatening our own safety and
the integrity of our countries. For that reason, our primary
duty at this session of the General Assembly is to focus
attention on the explosive situation broUght about by a
continuation of racism and colonialism on our continent.

'140. For long periods of recent history, Africa has been
exploited and its people humiliated. 'Even today, in the
latter half of :the twentieth century~ 'large fi\imh~rs of
African people are stitl-deliberately and brutally denied that
human equality and those p:uman rights which have been
proclaimed by the Unjted'---Nations. (~,ur people in Mozam~

bique~ in Angola', in -Guinea (Bissau), in so-called French
Somaliland, and in the Comoro Islands, are still suffering
under colonialism-often in its most brutal forms: And the
peoples of South Africa, Namibia apd Zimbabwe are still
struggling under ruthless economic exploitation and vicious
racism.
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132. Next year the United Nations will celebrate the
twenty-fifth anniversary of its foundation. That anniversary
could well be marked by increased endeavours to reaffirm
the principles of the Charter and to strengthen the action of
the United Nations in the present-day world. In our opinion
it will be essential, at the present session and in the period
preceding the anniversary session, to settle at least some of
the more urgent questions that this Organization has been
discussing for so many years. I have in mind first of all the
drafting of a declaration on the principles governing
friendly relations between States, the formulation of an
international development strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade, and the preparation of a
programme of action for the abolition of colonialism. This
would be a way of giving our twenty-fifth anniversary its
proper significance. In addition to the problem of disanna
ment~ which remains as important and urgent as it is
complex, the problems I have just mentioned could be the
targets for our concerted action during the anniversary
period. The Yugoslav Govemment is ready to take a very
active part in those efforts.

134. May I remind you that 20 years ago, in the first lines
of the Charter of this Organization-the most famed of all
world organizations-we undertook "to promote social
progress ,and better standards of life in larger freedom", and
reaffirmed our "faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights
of men and women and of nations large and small".

135. Need I say that I have chosen to quote the fust lines
of the Charter on the eve of our twenty-fifth anniversary in
order to point out, not all that we have failed to achieve
but how much we still have to accomplish.

136. Mr. MHANDO (United Republic of Tanzania): I take'
this opportunity, on behalf of my Government and my
delegation, of congratulating the President on her election,
to the Presidency of the General Assembly at this ,session,
and to wish her great success in guiding its deliberations. We
are confident that the experience she has gained in the

133. The crucial questions of our time-peace or war,
enslavement or independence, backwardness or develop
ment-are problems not only of governments and States but
of all mankind.

threatening not only the colonial peoples but also the
independence and territorial integrity of many African
countries. I agree with those who have repeatedly insisted
that the eradication of colonialism t;loes not concern only
the peoples suffering under the colonial yoke, but is a duty
of the whole. jnternational community. Southern Rhodesia~

Angola,M'Qzambique, so called Portuguese Guinea and
Namibia cannot be decolonized without decisive action by
our Organ~zation and a change in the attitude of those
countries that maintain close political and economic rela
tions with the colonial regimes. Ten years ago we adopted
the Declaration on the Granting- 'of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, thereby making an essential
contribution to the important process of decolonization
which succeeded it. Could we not now act decisively to
remove colonialism from the face of the earth without
delay, seeing that so few support artd so very many
condemn it?
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" ... The LiSbon talks will deal not merely with the
future development of the mother country, but also with
the consolidation of the Portuguese presence in Africa."

148. The support. given the Portuguese fascists has either
been through direct military assistance or through loans
ostensibly for the development of Portugal. Some countries
have not even hidden their moral and material support for
Portuguese colonialism. For example, following important
visits of influential people from one of those countries, the
German newspaper Suddeutsche Zeitung of 2S October
1968 h~d this to say:

147. South Africa and Rhodesia also maintain their
oppressive regimes because o[ the backing they receive from
the iplperialist countries! exploitation of Africa's wealth.
Without the connivance of its allies, South Africa's mi
noritY'regime would be unable to maintain the economic
prosperity it has built with the forced labour of the African
people. Rhodesia's defiance of the British Government's
authority is also due to that same hidden support. Britain
can hardly expect this Assembly to believe that it would be
unable to enforce its will if it d?sired to do so. In fact. ~ . . .. ~ ,
examples of the support the Pretoria-Salisbury-Lisbon axis
receives from Western bloc countries have been given to this
Assembly on numerous occasions, and most recently to the
United Nations Committee on DecolonizatiQn11 last May
in Kinshasa, Lusaka, and Dar-es-Salaam.

own defence because of the.· fact that some of its allies
station their troops in Portugal itself.

146. Portugal could never manage to maintain its hold
over Jh.~. Territorie~oL.MQzambique, Angola and Guinea
(Bissau) without massive support from the members of
NATO, a fact well known to every inquiring Member of this
Assembly. Portugal could not ,survive for one year without
loans and capital injections into its economy from the
Western imperialist countries. The explanation that this aid
does not go into the Portuguese war effort is an. obvious
attempt at deceit. Investments in either Portugal or
Portuguese-dominated Territories have the effect-and I
b@lieve the intention-of strengthening Portugal as a State.
They also release for the colonial wars resources which
would otherwise have to be' devoted to unavoidable
domestic, administrative or economic acti,vities. Indeed, as
has been well and pointedly said, Portuguese imperialism is
imperialism on credit.

General Assembly - Twenty-fourth Session - Plenary Meetings12

will ~llis situation be tolerated? How long will the United
Nations ~low this to be camouflaged by clouds of legality
and myth? " This Assembly, embodying as it does nations'
highest aspirations for p-eace, justice and human dignity,
should be ashamed to convene year after year and allow the
perpetrators of those crimes to sit as honoured Members of
the United Nations. For it is a big and-dangerous illusion to
imagine that colonialism, exploitation and racism are far
away and do not endanger international peace and security.
Peace and justice are indivisible. While they do not exist in
Africa, they do not exist in the world. .

142. Portugal and South Africa have refused to accept ~he'
principles of human equality and self-determination. Those.
administrations have denied the ideals on which the United
Nations .was founded, and which all Members are supposed
to accept. It is not that they are inefficient or incompetent
in implementing the principles of the United Nations i-they
proudly declare theit opposition to those principles, ',even
while they continue to claim their seats in this Assembly.

143. It has been pointed out that States which are not
directly. affected by those inhuman and unjust systems will
be invo:!ved in ~he African struggle only in so far as they are
really cJ)mmitt~d to the principles embodied in the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights and in the Charter of the
United Nations. It is to the extent that Member States of
the United Nations are committed to the ideals of this
Organization that they will decide to act in' support of
them.

144. Up to now it has been easy to gauge the extent of
that commitment. The divergence between the pronounce
ments which are made here and elsewhere, and the lack of
that concerted action needed to put an end to those
oppressive systems, is too evident to need comment. As

. actions speak so much louder thatfwords, so we must judge
a nation's co~itment by what it does-or does not-do.
No one should expect Africa to be fooled by phrases now.
The United Nations itself can surely no longer excuse those
who, in ~ords, commiserate with the misery now being
experienced by the peoples of southern Africa, and at the
same time strengthen the oppressors with economic and
even military support.
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145. Neither PQrtuguese fascism nQr the brutal suppres
sion and exploitation of the African people by South Africa
and Rhodesia could alone have checked the African march
to freedom. Had they been forced to rely solely on their

''\ own strength, those States would have been forced to heed 149. In fact, those visits merely confinned what had been
; \"JIJ,~ cry!.9r freedom, justice and progress .amon.,g the African' .' ~ done .as early as .1962, when 10,000 automatic pistols were

_~~~i':;~~~~.< But those oppressQrs are not aloite;' 4~i:.!;ar~ ,.:~,::·S~l~t -to: Portug~Jor use ih the TerritGries~ofMozambique,
.-: :sti~ngthenedby many of tlre same States wh.()·se~tePf'~eff~"·'::A!ig~J.~~and ,Guinea (Bissau). Jet bombers, radio com

!atives' come to this rostrum and express their: dctesJ1!,tlOI:l .....; plumcaqpn sets, Mercedes-Benz lorries, ammunition, and
'of'apartheid and their devotion to ,the pririciples OftiittXQnal ?t@f iiiilit~ty-hardwarewere again sent to Portugal in 1966
self-determination. For how could a State as po:or 'and to?e used by its soldiers in the bloody wars against our
decadent as Portugal fight three vicious Wars thousands of Afncan peoples. The value of those weapons was in terms
miles away, in territories unfamiliar and hostile to its of millions of dollars.
hordes. It eoulcl not -do so if ~t. were acting without support,. .. . _.. .'
But its soldiers use the 'inost modern weapons and 15~. It. is known, and it-..~an be proved before this.
aeroplanes, such as the Fiat 91-, the B-26 and the. p~-v to . ,~sS'embly, that the imperialist countries are equipping the
bomb and strafe the African pepples. Thos.e w;e~iops are">-: 7.p'ortuguese army partly in return for the use ofmi1it~ and
notmanufaetured, ,in- PortugaL It, is also r~levant that ,,' . .
Portugai:-ff'ilb!e to' sen(l'-:f1undredsof thousands of men to ' 11 SpecIal. Committee on the Situation with regard to the
figh '.- I 'al " ..... ~.'." . ~ ;,,,.', - ''::'~~ ..~ :;-~.~.Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
l' t ItS "CO om~ wars wlthou~ h~vmg t~ ~p'.~J.] .~bout 1tS- ~ . del1ce to Colonial Countries and Peoples.
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illegal regime is confidently able to execute its diabolical
policies because of that same international support; for
while Rhodesia has South Africa behind it, it has the
support of all Western countries, and United Nations
_~solutions have no concrete effect on the status quo.

156. The list of companies from the imperialist countries
which are involved in the exploitation of the economic
wealth in southern Africa is, in fact, so long that it is
impossible to expose them all. From 1967 alone, a number
of American, Japanese, British, South African and West
German companies have entered into partnerships for the
joint exploitation of the wealth in the Territories held and
controlled by the Portuguese fascists. Some of the most
important contracts include the exploitation of the Uige
copper deposits of the Nippon Mining Company of Japan;
small processing factories in Luanda, in Angola, with the
fmancial and technical assistance of big international
monopolies such as Nestles, of Switzerland, Coca Cola of
the United States, and Hitachi of Japan; the $64 million
agreement between South Africa and Portugal for the
construction of dams on the River Cunene; the ag'reement
between Angola and Texaco, on the one hand, and
Petrangol, on the other, for the exploitation of the Zaire
Petroleum deposits; and the granting of $22 million by two
German iind United States banks-one of which was the
Bankers Trust Company-to the Lobito Mining Company.
This list is not exhaustive, but it does indicate the kind and
degree of involvement by countries which assure this
General Assembly of their sympathy for the people of
Africa and of their .desire to see freedom and justice in our
continent.

"... from the simple fact that three important interna
tional groups have been assembled to compete in the
Cahorabassa project, the major conclusion can be drawn
that Portugal enjoys unusual credit overseas" .

155. This company, ZAMCO, which is to be a Portuguese
company, was organized by the Anglo-American Corpora
tion of South Africa, and constitutes twelve groups of
companies from West Germany, France, South Africa, and
some other c9untries. No wonder 0 Seculo could state, as it
did on 1 July11968, that: .

157. 'The same forces are in operation in Rhodesia.
Smith's rebellion and defiance of world pUblic opinion has
been possible because the British Government has refused
to take the measures necessary to topple that regime. The
story of sanctions is well known to this ,Assembly. The
countries which have disregarded the numerous resolutions
of the United Nations are known; they are the same ones
that have never hidden their trade With, and practical
support for, the fascist regimes in southern Africa. We all
know this to be true. The report of the Security Council's

154. One particular example of international involvement
in southern Africa is the fmancial.and contracting institu
tions involved in building the Cabora Bassa Dam. The three
largest consortia of firms which tendered bids for the first
contract were: the Cabora Bassa Construction Consortium,
which is an Anglo-Swiss group based in London; the
Cabora Bassa Builders, which is a Franco-American group,
including Swiss, South African and Portuguese firms; and
ZAMCO, which actually won the contract.

152. Thus a complex connexion is discernible between the
sufferings of the African people and the firms, companies,
banks and individual capitalists from the Western imperialist.
countries-all backed by the Governments of those nations.
American, British, Belgian, South African, and Japanese
companies have been awarded rights to extract minerals
from Angola and Namibia, so that the struggle of the
African people in those countries h2s inevitably turned into
a struggle against all the forces of exploitation in southern
Africa. This sudden onslaught of imperialism in that region
was facilitated by the realization of Portugal that alone it
could not be effective iQ. holdit.'lg down the ,struggle of the
people; it therefore had to' involve the ,other Powers
through Decree No.46,312 of 28 April 1965, which
opened the door for penetration by the big Western
monopolies into Portugal and its territories.

so-called communication satellite tracking stations at Beja
and Alverca, and the Lajes base in the Azores Islands. The
other purpose of that equipment is to str~ngthenPortugal's
defence of the imperialists' investments in the Portuguese
colonial Territories. It is unnecessary for me to explain
from where Portugal gets the P-2V, P-2V5, the Lockheed
and the North American F-84 and F-86 planes. Nor do I
have to enlarge upon the origin of other military aircraft
such as the Allouette helicopters and the Fiat 91. ·But all
those weapons are being used by Portugal in its colonial
wars. It is also true that the Portuguese navy is equipped
with ships and submarines from the same NATO countries.
Whom Portugal is fighting, except the freedom-fighters of
Mozambique, Angola and Guinea (Bissau), however, re
mains unclear to us. Perhaps the suppliers of Portugal
would care to enlighten this Assembly about that unknown
enemy, because of whom they are prepared to finance and
supply fascist Portugal's war against the African people.

151. It is also true that, support of Portugal's wars is an
indirect result of the involvement of Western countries in
the trade and economy of South Africa. The most recent
examples of the role of international monopolies in the
struggle for southex~ Africa are in connexion with the
Cabora Bassa hydro-electric dam in Mozambique-, and the
River Cunene project in Angola. These two projects will
have far-reaching effects on the southern part of Africa.
They will greatly strengthen the doctrine of rpartheid and
the economic exploitation of the African peoples in the
entire region. Indeed, a writer for Le Monde of Paris said of
the Ca.bora,Basa dam project: "It could be ... a trump card
in the achievement of a South African Common Market",
and also that it " ... could become the axis along which
European settlement in southern Africa may be regrouped
and consolidated. We may thus be witnessing the crystal
lization of an economic network, both very powerful and
potenti~y very profitable, capable of giving the rulers of
South Africa the practical and financial means of riveting
their dominant influence, and perhaps their racist policies
upon a wh~le range of African peoples far to the north of
Soutli'Afnca."

153. The Western countries also continue to prOVide the
racist Government of South Africa with the economic
support it needs. Exploitation and oppression within that
country have -beeh given the necessary facilities for ex
tending their tentacles into Namibia, Angola and Mozam
bi9,ue. It is also obvious, and well known, that Rhodesia's
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other nations must consider whether they should acquiesce
in this inactivity. For the issues will not be settled here. If
the United Nations cannot act in support of justice with
peace, the people themselves will act in support of justice at
the cost of peace. Let those whose commitment to the
ideals of human equality allows no compromise now join
hands with the freedom fighters, and let the absence of
peace not be blamed on the patriots. For there can be no
peace without justice.

162. Another problem on the African continent is the
continuing war between Nigeria and Biafra. Loss of life
through injury and, starvation has already taken a' toll
unparalleled in recent history. The United Nations has no
excuse for standing idly by. There is no excuse for ignoring
the plight of millions of Biafrans, who for two years have
defended themselves courageously in the face of almost
certain extinction. Yet many people are still calling the
Nigerian-Biafran problem purely an African one.

163. It is not true that the Nigeria-Biafra conflict is a
purely ,African problem. Nigeria and Biafra do not manufac
ture arms. They do not manufacture planes. They do not
get these things from Africa. Nigeria and Biafra have been
getting these weapons from other Member nations of this
Assenibly. A war fought qn African s.oil in which super
Powers from outside Africa ar~ involved physically in the
form of their arms deliveries cannot be tenned a purely
African war. nut if we were to close our eyes to logic and
call the Nigerian conflict an Africaill problem, is an African
problem not a human problem? Is a human problem not
Ofte for the United Nations? Without such supplies the war
would never have reached the peak of suffering and
desfruction. that we ar~ now witnessing.

.165. It is quite clear that a military solution to the
genUine problem which exists is out of the question. It will
not be obtained so long as those supplying arms to the two
sides, corttinue td do so, on one or another pretext. For
certainly an abundance of arms on one side will not create a
'desire for peace, nor will the lack of them on the other sIde
deter the people from defending themselves against what
they believe to be extennmation. What will continue to
happen to' an even greater extent than now-an extent
which is already alarming-is that more Biafran women and
children will be killed, either by bullets, by bombs or by
starvation. Already over 100 children per day are dying of
hunger in these areas. The United Nations must not wait for
further increases in th:. death toll. ,Even now it has been
calculated that the number of dead in Biafra, since the war
began two years ago. has surpassed the number of victims
of the Viet-Nam war dUring the last 10 years. This
holocaust 111ust be brought to an end.
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Committee, established in pursuance of resolution
253 (l968) of 29 May 1968 shows for how long-up to the
middle of 19687We~t ~rmany, Portugal, Switzerland, the
United States, Belgium, France, Italy and the Netherlands
have sneered at the United Nations.

158. Taniania cantiot be silent on this matter. We cannot
watch all this double-dealing, with the British Govem11lent
saying that sanctions will ~ventual1y "bite" while it is itself
at the same time a trading partner of Rhodesia throu~'

South Africa. Tanzahht will continue to call for drastic
measures, inclUding the use of force, to oust the settler
regime; and: ~t pledges its(;lf to support the struggle to
recapture their independenCe 1I1at is being carried on in that
country by the Afrioan people. Let it bcl said now that the
consequences of the system now existirtg in Rhodesia will
be blamed on none other than the British Government.
That Govemment has had the legal duty and the -ability to
stop' the minority rebellion; 'it has chosen instead to
comfort and aid the r~bellegders in practice, while in words
it pretends sympathy with the African majority.

160. Thete will' doubtless be ~xpla~ations for increased
economic and trade r,elations between southern Afric'a arid'
some Membet countries of the United Nations.' This
Assembly will, in.addition, hear proclamations of the
indignation which these countries chum to feel against the
barbaric and opptessive systems in southern Africa; and the
Assembly will p~ss ,neW 're.sci1utions. Then these Member
countries will forg~t the whole question ,until next year.
Meanwhilef Portugal will increase its criminal activities in
Africa; South Afri~a and Rhodesia will tighten their grip on
the people who are already suffocatillg 'irom the present
yoke of apartheid. And the pepples; wars for freedom will
go on, with increasirtg numbers of dead and more people
maimed and Burned.

159. On 12 August of this year the Security Council
adopted one of its many resolutions [269 (1969)] on the
subject of Namibia. Among other things, this resolution
called on all States to "refrain from all dealings with, the
Government of South AftJ.ca purporting to aCt on behalf of
the territory of. Namibia't. Unfortunately several members
of the Security',:Council ,abstained ftom voting on this
resolution~ thus ~ving n01ice that they' int6n~~d to ignore
it. That so mild a resolution should have failed to, reee"tve
unaninlOus support is indicative. of tli~ ,real p611c~$ of tft~
abstaining countries~ The fate of the people of NartIibia, as
indeed that of the people of the other territories. under-" .
colonial.domin~tion doe~ not toucJI ,thern~at;a1t they will 164. Yet While this arms supply continues, it is difficult to
oppose any, measUres w;IDcb might ha~~ a~y effect ~f see any end.to that conflict. The Biafran people believe that
r~ducing ~tte' va1~~~ or t~e,.mon~tafY ',~~tU~; Of ~v.erhdist they are fighting for their very survival. Therefore, in the
and ~xplt)ltative investments,in ~outh.Afri~a..It JS easy to absence of any Nigerian show of willingness to end the
see, tberefore. why ,the people in, thos~ areas ,a;re c<>tnitlg to conflict by rion.milita'ry means, the Government of Tan-
the conclusion that ,only by armed s~ruggIe can' they tania cannot foresee a solution in the near future. The
enterlait) any hope ,?f ~beration. It i,s for this same tea!J<)n Nigerians should make up their minds about one thirtg: sit
that Tanzania,. among' other. ,count~es, trt~st i10~ pl~dge to~nd the table with the Biafrans and convince them of
itself to talkin~ ~ess, ~~ doi~g ~ore. ~o'sUPPQrt,th~ just their security in a future unified Nigeria-whatevei'fonn .-
struggle of NamlblartS agamst.explOltation andapanheid. that tiiUfied Nigeria may take~or just conquer the Biafrans

com'p~etely-rule 'them against their will, and thus introduce
black colonialism and black fascism in Africa.

14

~61. The ideals this Assembly 'so cherlslies must not be so
comprorti!sed.· They Should not- be" so easily bartered for

:' ,profit. But if, the investment an,d trade poliCitls of the
, imperialistic countries' oontinue to make a mockery of the

United Nations co~~itihent to peace and justlcef then

~I
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171. In the rest of th~ world a number of conflic~ exist in
which the powerful n~tions a;re exercising their might in
violations of the fundamental fights of all peoples to
independence and human dignity. Just as we in. Africa
experience colossal and outmoded systerr4s of oppression,
so the Asian continent $ily sees the' effects of that
delirium of power which has, throughout 'history, charac
terized the behaviour of powerful nations. In Viet-Nam) in
particular, United States imperialism has continued to
commit want<?n crimes against th~ innocept Viet-Namese
people.

170. This intransigent attitude and the incessant violations
of the cease-fire agreement by bomb and commando
attacks must be deplored. The Israeli authorities must be
seriously discouraged by this Assembly from intensifying
their aggt~$lO:~on. Tanzania has made its position very clear
on this issu\!. The Unit~d Nations must not be flouted; its
peace force must not be subjected to injUrY and death. The
November 1967 resolution must be ~espected by both sides,
and the s~arch for a pennanent peace must go on. Only
when the Arab peoples are relieved of this humiliating
occupation of their territory, and the conquerors are
deprived of their ill-gotten gains, can there be hope of any
lasting pe~ce in the Middl~ East,' in which the needs of
Israel can' be accommodated by peaceful means. First,
therefore, Israel must stop, its expansionist designs and
return t}le Ar~b territC!ries it presently controls. Only then
can it be expected that its own right to soverei~nty,and to
peace and security-ri~ts which Tanz~nia has consistently
supported-will be respected by the Ar~b States.

172. It has now been over one year since the Paris peace
talk$ begap. Unfortunately, the t~1k~ do riot appear to have
made much progress, if any. In fact, it has become more
and more evident that they are not likely to result in a
peaceful settlement of the war. President Nixon's with
drawal of 25,000 American soldiers from Viet-Nam was
welcome, but it has not had, allQ cannot b~ expected to
have, a lasting irnpr~ssion on the situation, given the
number of American troops who remain.

173. The Vnited States claims that it has to remain in
"Viet-Nam to '-~'honollr;its commitments": But the truth is
that the United States has acommitment to the United
Nations, and that overriding commitment demands that it
respect th~ right of the Viet-Namese people to settfirtfieir
own pfoblems without outside, eVep, ~erican, interfer
ence. American involvement in what:is a Viet·Namese issue
is~othing else b~~ aggression an~ interference.

174. Tanzania, the~efore, Ol1~e again calls' on the United
States and its allies to withdraw all their troops. The Paris
peace talks must be made to succeed on the basis of the
1954 0 Geneva Agreements, under which t1!e=Viet-Namese
people can hammer out their own solUtioll' to a problem"
which is first and foremost a Viet..Namese domestic

169. Before I conclude the SUrvey of those African
problems which are the day-to-day preoccupation of my
Government, may I now turn to the situation in the Middle
East? A little over two years have now passed since the
June war of 1967. During that period the world as a whole,
and the lInited Nations in particul~r, 'must have seen the
danger which results from the continued occupation' by
hrael of Arab territories occupied in that war. The unea$y
peace in that area has been getting closer and closer to
another conflagration~and one which will almost certainly
be greater and more disastrous than that of -i967. Yet
Israel, in spite of the Security Council's November 1967

166. The individual nations supplying arms, plal).es or resolution [242 (1967)j, has ~ot pnly maintained its
pilots for this war cannot justify continuing the supply by occupation of Arab areas, but has also acted to strengthen
arguing that if they stop, others will not do so. This war its hold on them. Israe~ has ignored the United Nations, and
must not be used as a stepping-stone to neo-colonial gains also the appeals of nations, like my OWQ, which support its
in trade and economic relations with one or the other side. right to exist in peace and security within its own borders.
It is the duty of the United Nations to inteIVene and to put Its leaders hav.e sa;id openly that there is no question of its
an end to the situation where Africans are used as pawns in returning t~ the boundaries which existed on 4 June 1967.
the hands of contending outside interests and where
Africans between themselves fight a war for outside Powers
by proxy. Britain and the Soviet Union especially must not
be allowed to fool the world by talk of defending the
integrity of an African nation. One is tempted to ask: since
when have Britain and the Soviet Union been genuinely
interested in the unity of an African State? That is not
their purpose and will not be the effect of their actions.
Tanzania earnestly urges the United Nations not to watch
the annihilati:on of millions of Biafrans while using the easy
and comfortable words: "This is an African problem which
must be solved by Afri'Cans alone." This is not an African
problem. It is a human problem. It is a problem i~ which
very m?.LIlY nations represented in. this Assembly here are
directly involved through the supply of the instruments of
mass slaughter.

161. Starvation is now the major instrument by which the
Nigerian Government expects to achieve victory. But this
would be a victory over the dead. It must not be
countenanced. Reports from the International Red Cross
authorities and other relief organizations have pointed out
the desperate situation that now exists in Biafra. In the
interests of humanity, the United Nations must discard its
legalistic inhibitions and call on the Nigerian Government
to facilitate without hindrance immediate and adequate
relief operations. Food and medicines must be sent to the
helpless victims of this war.

168. While the immediate question of relief supplies is
being dealt with, new efforts must also be made to achieve
peace in this area. To this end, Tanzania strongly urges both
parties to accept a cease-fire and to open imme~iate and
unconditional peace talks. The good offices of the Organ
ization of African Unity, comprising the family of African
States, can then facilitate the search for a long-lasting and
permanent settlement of the agonizing situation. If such
talks were supported by the goodwill and real interest in
peace of parties now involved in arms delivery to both
sides, a solution could be found which would meet the
demands and wishes of both~ides.But the progress towards
peace must start now. Let this Assembly go down in history
as the one which initiated peace in that area. We believe this
can be don~, if all Members of this gathering think in terms
of people rather than in t~rms of legalities.
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problem-a solution which is consistent with their aspira~

tions f{)r national peace, freedom and development.

175. We must in this connexion emphasize again that
there must be proper respect for the sanctity of inter
national treaties, particularly those concerning territorial
boundaries. There can be no wanton departure from this
principle. Similarly, the ancient and well-known principle
of international law, which states that treaty obligations
must be respected and executed, should also be emphasized
here. Treaties freely entered into by contracting States are
intended to survive and to be respected by States. This is
the standard of conduct to be expected in a well-ordered
community of nations and civilized States-assuming that
the United Nations is composed of such States.

176. Also in Asia, the United States, which has appro
priated to itself the role of i}lternational policeman,
continues to make it impossible for the Korean people to
realize their aspirations towards national unification. The
numerous aggressive acts perpetrated by.the United States
against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, and the
suppression of progressive workers, students, peasants and
intellectuals of South Korea, all illustrate the dangers which
are inherent in the exercise of United States might in the
world.

177. The United Republic of Tanzania therefore calls
upon the United States to withdraw its occupying forces
from Korea, to leave the Korean people to decide its fate,
and to honour its decision when it is made. It is our belief
that only in this way will the question of Korea be solved in
peace. Only by such actions will the United States
demonstrate that it has accepted its responsibility as a great
Power which respects the obligations of membership of this
Assembly of nations. The world has seen enough proof of
the military prowess of the United States; we have seen

. enough proof of its technological advancement and fman
cial strength. The world is waiting to see proof that the
United States can also demonstrate to us its moral prowess.

178. While surveying the problems which have been forced
on the Asian continent, I should like to express the
disappointment of the people and Government of Tanzania
at the continued attempt to isolate the People's Republic of
China and to prevent it from taking its proper place as a
Member of the TJnited Nations and a permanent member of
the Security Louncil. We have been aware for a long time of
the pressure and blackmail that have been used by China's
enemies to confuse and cloud the issue at the sessions of
this Assembly. We can only deplore these actions and point
out that attempts to isolate a great nation of over 800
million people -are, in the long run, not only absurd but
dangerous ,as well.

179. The i:eas~hs ad.vanced for the exclusion of. the
People's Republic of China frOM the United Nations have
been flimsy and unconvincing. Who represents the Chinese
people and which Government exercises legitimate and
actual power in that country cannot be a subject for serious
discussion. To pretend otherwise and to prevent the
People's Republic of China from contributi~g to the
effectiveness of this Assembly is an absurdity. To talk
about China's belligerent attitude is to close one's eyes to
the truth about which countries have been involved in wars
of ~ggressionsince 1945.

180. The People's Republic of China is the unquestionable
and only representative of the Chinese people. There is no
other. Taiwan is a colony which is used by United States
imperialism as a launching pad for aggression in the Far
East. There is no justification for the opposition to China's
representation in the United Nations. It is Tanzania's hope
that the futility of that attitude will be recognized in the
near future and that China will soon take its rightful place
amongst the nations here.

181. At every session of this Assembly great anxiety has
been expressed about the rate at which certain Powers are
developing and stocking their arsenals with nuclear
weapons. This anxiety still exists and is justified. We are
rightly demanding that those nuclear Powers pledge them
selves not to use, or threaten to use, nuclear weapons
against the non-nuclear States. Further, we demand that
they iuogressively and rapidly reduce their stockpiles of
these weapons and stop further development in this field.
Too little has been achieved so far; for, while the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons [resolution
2373 (XXII)] demands that non-nuclear States undertake
not to develop nuclear weapons, the nuclear Powers
themselves have not renounced the use of these weapons.
The implications are very clear. One can only conclude that
nuclear blackmail is the next phase of neo-colonialism. In
the light of the lessons abundant in history, it is clear that
the possession of nuclear weapons by only a few States can
neither inspire confidence in world peace nor bring hope
for future justice.

182. South Africa, which has been condemned by all
peace-loving people of the world, has time and again
boasted that it will soon be. able to include nuclear weapons
in its armoury. These statements were not made without a
purpose. They are aimed at terrorizing those who have
committed themselves to opposing the inhuman policies of
apartheid and exploitation in southern Africa. With the
help of a number of countries, notably West Germany,
South Africa is preparing to become a base for future
nuclear aggression against the rest of Africa. How can we
trust the Western Powers, for example, to guarantee the
security of our States from such aggression when they have
consistently abstained from supporting serious action de
signed to alter the present situation in South Africa?
Indeed, how can we trust them when they go out of their
way positively to help South Africa? Yet these very
countries are the qUickest to join us in condemning South
Africa.

183. If the nuclear Powers had an untainted history of
peace and non-intervention, it might have b.een easier for
non-nuclear States to accept the views of the nuclear
Powers on this matter if these latter had consistently shown
a concern for the universal development of peace based on
justice. But this is not so. In any case, does it make sense_ to
call for the non-proliferation of 'nuclear weapons when' an
existing nuclear Power is excluded from all United Nations
forums where this and other questions are debated?

184. No nation wishes to have its existence dependent
upon the decisions, the goodwill and indeed the grace of
another country. The United Republic of Tanzania has said
at all forums dealing with this question that we deplore the
development of nuclear technology for war purposes. We

1
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190. The basic purpose of the United Nations is to create
and maL"1tain intemational peace, but it has long been
realized that this is possible only if the United Nations is
successful in the promotion of international justice. In all
the matters I have referred to-from the situation in
southern Africa to the economic conflict between the rich
and the poor nations-justice simply does not exist, and
therefore.peace is not assured. ' '

191. Yet, year after year the members of this Assefiibly
gather and explain the different problems and policies of
their Governments. It sometimes seems that nothing ever
changes, and certainly the same subjects recur again and
again. But we must not give up the attempt to get world
attention focused on world problems. For we do have the '
resources, and I believe the ability, to tackle the most
pressing of the challenges before us. When man can achieve
the magnificent feat of reaching the moon, man can also
reach down to the' villages and the towl! slums. Our
problem is a question of Will, not of ability. Mankind must

189. African Member States of the United Nations Eco
nomic Cominission for Africa, meeting in Addis Ababa to
commemorate the' tenth anniversary of that Commission in
February tIus year, observed the distance existing between
its work and their needs. One after another) the delegations
pointed out that it was time for the Economic Commission
for Africa to stop~~merely making surveys of economic
development in Africa and to start taking practical steps to
bring about concrete results. Yet it was realized that the
financial and technical means available to the Economic
Commission for Africa were inadequate. Not only that, but
the terms of reference of that Commission are such that no
important impact can be made by it in Africa as a whole or
in' any· one cQ~ntry ofAfrica. We wonder whether the other
Commissions for Europe, 'Asia and Latin America. are
equally handicapped. The observations of the Joint Inspec
tion Unit appointed by the Secretary-General, which visited
the Economic Commission for Africa, may help to make
the Commission of more practical value to us all. Certainly
we believe that the United Nations as a whole should stUdy
the problems facing the Economic Commission for Africa
and the other continental Commissions and that their work
and the resources they can use should be more clearly
defmed. "

188. In Tanzania we have realized that self-reliance,
coupled with vigorous moves to wrest the means of
production from foreign hands and to control them in the
interest of our people, is the only way by which an
effective attack on poverty can be mounted. Nevertheless,
we feel it is our duty to point out the discrepancy between
the developed nations' proclaimed commitment to the war
on world poverty and the simultaneous exploitation by
international monopolies'of the labour of our people and
the riches of our lands.

countries, which derive from Africa, Asia and Latin!,
America inestimable wealth every year, made no move of
substance from the positions they had previously taken up.
In fact, what that session of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development really demonstrated to those
who are willing to learn was that the developed world could
not be looked upon as party to the aspirations of the
greater segment of the world's population.

support the reduction of these evil weapons which threaten
the very existence of mankind, and we support all efforts to
stop their further stockpiling. We have called for a gradual
but steady move towards general disarmament and we will
continue to do so. We hope that all States share our fears
and will join us in moving towards that objective. But these
matters cannot be left to the nuclear club alone. Only law,
strictly adhered to, can change the present situation and
cause nuclear technology to be used exclusively for the
benefit of mankind, instead of terrorizing it,

185. 'I cannot end my statement without commenting on
another situation which threatens peace and harmonious
relations in the present world; for, while the present centres
of conflict are alarminr, in the long run the almost certain
copfrontation between the rich and the poor na\tions
prolpises to be even more frightening. Whatever reasons and
theories are advanced to exp,lain the growing gap between
the rich and the poor, it would be naIve, and indeed
self-deceiving, to ignore the essential character of economic,
social and political relations between the developed and the
developing nations. International terms of trade which
adversely affect the economies of the poor nations,
investments and loans that have usually been more burden
some than helpful, the unwillingness of the rich nations to
advance to the developing countries even the equivalent of
1 per cent of their gross national products-all these and
many other things have conspired, and not accidentally, to
keep the poor countries poor, and make them poorer, while
the rich countries become richer.

186. Tanzania's basic position has been that there must be
established an automatic relationship between the prices of
primary products, on the one hand, and, on the other hand,
the prices and shipping costs of manufactured goods
essential for development. Problems relating to the balance
of payments and terms of trade are intimately bound up
with general development problems of developing coun
tries: none of these things can be considered in isolation. As
long as the exploitative gap is maintained between the
prices of our products and those of the products essential
for the transformation of our economies, the future for
international co-operation in the economic field will rem~n
dark. We must be honest with ourselves. The institutions
and attitudes prevailing in international economic relations
today have been built up, and are deliberately supported,
for the. benefit of those who already have wealth. Only
when the poor nations face up to this fact will they start to
tackle the real causes of their slow growth, if not economic
stagnation. Only when these facts of international eco
nomic relations are acknowledged will the poor nations
really be able to begin to harness their own material and
human resources for the benefit of their own people.

187. The recurring' tendency of the General Assembly has
been to attempt reforms of precisely' the same institutions
and attitudes which have been created to serve the capitalist
interests of the developed countries. It is not surprising,
therefore, that the 'UDlted Nations has not been able to
develop a solution to the problem of world poverty. The
second session of the United Nations Conference Oll Trade
and Development in New Delhi,1 2 at which the developing
nations attempted to reform the economic patterns respon
sible for their poverty, proves our point. The developed

12 Held from 1 February to 29 March 1968.•
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fmd that will. We, the representatives of nations, have a 192. Tanzania is pledged to support the United Nations in
responsibility in this matter. We must speak for the world's its practical actions for peace and justice. My delegation
governments as well as for the world's peoples. For the therefore undertakes to make every effort within its power
United Nations is an organization of mankind; it will to contribute to the success of the work of this Assembly.
succeed in its objectives in so far as it seeks to serve
mankind. The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.

•
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