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tinued to fall short of the aspirations of those who
saw in this Organization an embodiment of the collec
tive conscltmce of mankind. The smaller, newly inde
pendent countries have been particularly prone to
expect more of the United Nations than it has been
able to achieve.

4. The Prime Minister of the SUdan. in addressing
the fifth emergency special session earlier this year,
was expressing this resurgent faith when he said:

"The United Nations should be a forum where the
smallest nation could speak its mind and state its
position without fear t a forum where the highest
ideals are proclaimed and defended. We know that it
has not always been such a forum because many
times the realities of political life and international
relations have imposed their own logic. Thepresent
case. however, is not one of these instances. We
are dealing here with fundamental principles about
which there should be no compromise. This is a
clear case of aggression which should be condemned
in the clearest terms. This is a case of usurpation
which should be remedied by, and through, the United
Nations." [1530th meeting. para. 98.]

5. The first Article of the first Chapter of the Char
ter calls upon the Members of this Organization "to
maintain international peace and security. and to that
end: to take effective collective measures for the
prevention and removal of threats to the peace. and
for the suppression of acts of aggression".

6. This is a solemn undertaking to which we are all
bound in equal measure. It is our firm conviction that
if the United Nations had acted in accordance with the
principles of the Charter, it would not have failed to
condemn Israel's aggression and demand the uncondi
tional withdrawal of the Israeli troops of occupation.
The fact that the United Nations failed to take this
deci.sion provides an example of the limited and re
stricted scope for action that the Members of this
Organization have come to accept. This was a ques
tion on which the great Powers were divided; and
since the great Powers were divided the Security
Council was not able to exercise its responsibUity
for d~termining that aggression had been committed
and deciding upon measures for securing the with
drawal of the aggressive Israeli armies and the
re·storation of peace. All that the fifth emergency
special session of the General Assembly succeeded
in doing was to call upon Israel to refrain from
changing the status of Jerusalem and seek to accom
modate the victims of its aggressive war. The major
issues of aggression and occupation were avoided.
Israel proceeded to consolidate its conquest of
Jerusalem and to obstruct by every means the return
of the refu,:ees.
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1. Mr. FAKHREDDINE (Sudan): Mr. President, I had
occasion to extend to you the congratulations of my
delegation on your election to the Presidency of the
General Assembly at its twenty-second session when
I' spoke here for the first time [1572nd meeting], ex
pressing the confic;lence of my delegation that your
personal qualifications as' a statesman and your wide
experience will ensure the success of our deliberations
in this session.

2. May I now pay special tribute to your distinguished
predecessor. Ambassador Pazhwak of Afghanistall,
who had the rare distinction of presiding over three
sessions of the General Assembly in .one year. The
exemplary manner in whic~ he ,conducted the work of
those sessions, his wisdom and dedication. have
earned the admiration of 'all the Members of this
Assembly.

3. The United Nations hab been trying. within the
limitations under which we have conducted our work
here, to be true to the values and principles of its
Charter and to uphold the, cause of world peace. Re
grettablyt this effort has often been unsuccessful.
Perhaps part of the reason for this lack of success
lies in the restricted nature of collective action
undertaken by an Assembly of sovereign States whose
national inteTests are sometimes widely disparate
and conflicting.' The disparity of those interests and
the need for compromise and accommodation have in
turn led us to accept the gradual erosion of ,the prin
ciples of the Charter. for considerations of expediency.
We have also come to allow the primacy of the great
Powers to hold sway not only in issues of war and
peace where the Charter provides for this primacyt

but in almost every issue that has come before the
United Nations. United Nations action has thus con-
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12. Almost all speakers from this rostrum have
stated that they would not accept or concede that any
right of possession can be asserted as a result of
military occupation. The inevitable corollary of this
statement is that the troops of occupation mustvacate
the occupied territory without conditions or reserva
tiOklS. To make withdrawal conditional and contingent
upon negotiation about frontiers is to assert a right
for the Israeli armies to remain in occupation of the
Arab lands until these conditions are met. But if no
right can be claimed as a result of military occupa
tion, it logically follows that the occupying troops
must withdraw before any claims for guar9..ntees or
concessions can be made. The Arabs will certainly
not acoept the right of Israel to expand its frontiers
until it is satisfied that its security is not longer in
jeopardy. Thus, if by insisting on direct negotiations
with the Arabs Israel is seeking to repudiate the
validity of the Armistice Agreements and to adjust
its borders in order to include more Arab territory
and consecrate by agreement what it has acquired by
force'l its hopes for negotiation will be disappointed
and its dream of achieving stability is not likely to
be realized. Israel's continued occupation of Arab
territory creates the very conditions that it is seeking
to avoid-·Arab resistance to Israel's usurpation is
likely to be intensified rather than diminished. The
threat to peace will ever be present. Israel must
therefore be warned against its cavalier dis~issalof
the United Nations and its claim that the United Nations
is incapable of bringing about conditions where peace
can prevail by ensuring withdrawal of the Israeli
troops.

13. Perhaps the shock of the Israeli defiance of
world opinion and its increasingly rigid attitude in
relation to the question of withdrav{al and the status of
Jerusalem will lead some of the Members of this
Organization to reconsider their acceptance of the
facile contention that Israel's engagement in war with
the Arabs was in defence of its exi~tence. No further
evidence is needed of its expansionist policies beyond
its recent decisions about Jerusalem and the estab
lishment of Jewish settlements in the occupied terri
tories. The United Nations cannot ignore the defiance
implicit in those actions. and it is not too late for
justice to be done.

14. The United Nations. as we know. faces other
challenges in other areas-notably in southern Africa.
The Government of South Africa has denied that the
United Nations has the right to assert the will of the

8. But while on the one hand. Israel declares its
lack of confidence in the United Nations 8 on the other
it bases part of its refutation of the charge of aggres
sion on the fb.ct that the United Nations did not con
demn its action as aggression.

9. The fact that the Assembly did not condemn Israel
as an aggressor does not alter the situatio~. Israel is
whole history is an attestation of this charge. The
Israeli spokesmen '¥ho have blandly stated that Israel
came into being as ~. result of a decision by the United
Nations must be reminded that the area taken by
Israel by force of arms was. even in 1948. more than
one third of the area assigned to the "Jewish State"
by the United Nations. More than one half of the
dispossessed Palestinians came from those areas.
Israel's acts of aggression, many of which were con
demned by the United Nations-including its major
campaign in 1956-have further consolidated its
usurpation.

10. The Israeli Government now declares that Israel
will not agree to return to the positions established
by the General Armistice Agreements of 1949, which
represent in its view a return to a condition of in
stability. The Israeli Foreign Minister, inhis address
to the Assembly quoted above. maintained that there
is no valid choice before the international community
except to endorse Israel's policy of what he called
"a transition from the cease-fire to a negotiated peace
settlement" [1566th meeting, para. 128]. This line of
reasoning ignores some basic facts about the present
situation in the Middle East, namely, that the Arabs
will not engage in negotiations with Israelunder duress
and the threat of continued occupation, nor are they
ever likely to recognize an Israeli State with expanded
frontiers that cut through the heart of their lands.

11. This question of recognition of Israel by the
Arabs, which has been made so much of in Zionist
propaganda to prove that the Arabs are living in an
atmosphere of· unreality. must be put in the proper
perspective. It is not the fact of the existence of Israel
as a State that the Arabs do not recognize. Such an
assertion is so patently absurd that one wonders how

. it has ever come to be part of the equipment of the
Zionist propaganda arsenal. Israel exists and is part
of our world in the same way that injustice exists and
is 'part of our world. How can the Arabs deny the
existence of Israel when it has occupied their lands

','
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7. In addressing ourselves to the United Nations yet and made millions in their nation homeless? What \ I ma;
again in the case of the Israeli oc(:upation of the Arab the Arabs do not recognize is a State that bases its i! ace
lands. we are appealing to the principles of justice claim to existence and status as a nation on the !; in c
and equity which must be upheld by the United Nations. obliteration of another nation. The Jews have lived Ma
The Israeli aggression and occupation is a test of in Palestine for centuries-so have the Arabs. But
the will of the United Nations to repudiate the thesis when the Zionists decided to establish a Jewish State
that it is powerless to restore the rule of law. The in Palestine it was part of their decision to displace
Foreign Minister of Israel, however. rejects this and dispossess the Arabs. For Israel is not a country
role of the United Nations. Speaking before this As- or a State like any other; it was conceived and estab-
sembly on 25 September, he said: lished as an exclusive state of the Jewish people and

"Th f t th t th U 't d N t' bl t for the Jewish people. The Palestinian Arabs had no
e ac a e ~l e a I~ns was una e, 0 place in the Israeli scheme. Those of us who are

prevent the war has a direct bearlOg on the question k' 'ta°bl d j t 1 ti h Id ' ~., , " see 109 an eqUI" e an us so u on s ou • m .Lalr-
of Its capaCIty and title to Impose a peace. The th'nk f th tatu d f the '.L car' f
't t f th t' d f th 0 't' ness. I 0 e s s an 0 eXls"en e. n... 0
~tn erlfes s 0., teh ptaur I?t's da~ t,O e t' rgamza

t
Ibon the right to live. of the Palestinian people.

I se reqUIre a m e J.~ a Ions ac IOn mus e
realistically adapted to United Nations capacities."
[1566th meeting, para. 146.]

I
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20. Our hopes for a peaceful world are not encouraged
by the persistent failure of this Organization to allow
the Government of the People's Hepubl:ic of China to
exercise its lawful right to join this Organization. The
People's Republic of China, a founding Member of the
United Nations. is now a great nuclear Power. It is
not only wrOJ.'1g to exclude it from world councils, but
it is now perilous to continue to do so" We believe
that this situation must be remedied if the United
Nations is to achieve the true universality that forms
the very basis of its Charter. Nor can the inter
national community continue to ignore the sufieri~

and havoc which the valiant people of Viet-Nam has
endured for so long. The people of Viet-Nam, which
fought so heroically against colonialism, is certainly
capable of shaping its own destiny; it shouldbe allowed
to do so without foreign intervention. We all have a
duty to condemn this unjust and brutal war and call
for a halt to the bombing of North Viet-Nam as a
first and necessary condition for negotiation of a
peaceful settlement.

21. The developing countries can prosper only in a
context of peace. Their anxieties about war and the
wasteful expenditure on armaments are real and
understandable. There has been a marked reverse
flow of resources from the developing to the developed
countries in recent years. The terms of trade have
continued to function in favour of the developed coun
tries. Hence the necessity becomes more pressing
for the fulfilment of the targets of the United Nations
,Development Decade. In this respect, the workunder...
taken by the Committee for Development Planning
in drawing up a charter for the second Development
Decade is a step in the right direction. However, two
basic factors need special emphasis.

22. First, international action for attaining the target
set in the Charter mustbe channelled as far as possible
through multilateral institutions. Secondly, the special
needs of the developing countries should form the
basis of the targets for international action with aid
continuing to be the focal point,' followed closely by
trade, while the movement of commerce must be
facilitated through the relaxation of barriers.

23. In the coming sesl3ion of the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to be
held at New Delhi, the developing countries have
agreed to concentrate the activities of the conference
on some commercial and financial issues considered
by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD to be ripe for
negotiation. The developing countries realize, one
hopes, that a holding strategy of attrition in relation

15. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of South Africa,
in his letter of 26 September 1967 [A/6822] to the
Secretary-General of the United Nat.ions, states that
South Africa has no intention of handing over the
administration of the Territory to the United Nations.
It is claimed by the South African Foreign Minister
that the people of South West Africa have made
progress in all spheres of life, and are liVing in a
haven of peace and tranquillity in the midst of the
turmoil of the African continent. The facts, however,
as we all know l tell a different story.

16. The people of South West Africa, like the peoples
of Mozambique and Angola and the people of South
Africa itse...f, has represented nothing to the advocates
of white supremacy except a reservoir of cheap
labour. They have had to endure for so long the de
gradation of their humanity under a system that con
siders them less than human, merely to be able to
work for a living. All this is well known, and yet South
Africa cynically maintains that it is leading these
people to self-realization. That claim is made in
defiance of the facts, and the cruel policy of apartheid
continues without regard to the United Nations and its
Charter. In all that, South Africa is sustained by its
allies and trading partners. It is time that those allies
and partners were warned that in the long run it is in
their best interest to be on the side of the just cause
of African freedom in South West Africa, as well as
in the Territories under Portuguese administration.

17. Tp.e failure of peaceful measures against the
entrenched intere.sts of the white supremacists of
southern African' is nowhere more clearly demon
trated than in the failure of economic sanctions
against Smith t s rebel r~gime in Southern Rhodesia.
It is time that this Organization identified itself more
closely with the cause of the oppressed and extended
to them all the assistance that they need. The United
Nations must support the struggle for liberation with
every means at its disposal.

18. The threat that is inherent in the possibility of
local wars developing in the context of great-Power
antagonism into major wars remains a present and
grave danger. The great Powers, whose nucl~ar

arsenals already contain weapons capable of redUCIng
the whole world to ruin, are not restricting further
development and sophistication of those destructive
devices; and the fear that the small nations may put
themselves completely at the mercy of the great
nuclear Powers is not completely dispelled by the
fact that those Powers agree to establish for them~
selves a monopoly of the means of des.truction. W,e
recall that not so long ago it was firmly believed that
the' mere possession of nuclear weapons was in itself
a deterrent to any aggression, as such an aggression
would have invited immediate retaliation and in
tolerable destruction.

19. Apparently that situa.tion has now changed. Now
it is thought that the deterrent capability of nuclear
weapons must be enforced by defensive anti-ballistic
missile .' systems developed under what the United

~jllilk~;:u;m~"""s.\:k:';'(J,;;;,It:!>.~."i:.t~x,;'~!;i:g;;il2::;::Ci\i;,.ii'!idt.\i:'i!:i.~",i~t;f4t;Al""IMi~~f.G'&:-:.li¥.:,;m"~';:;kJ~,~ .. ,.
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, majority of the population to be free and has even states Secretary of Defense, Mr. McNamara, called

i accused this Assembly of committing an illegal act "a kind of mad momentum intrinsic to the develop-
11 in deciding [resolution 2145 (XXI)] to end South Africa's ment of new ~i.Uclear weaponry". We hope that we have
: i Mandate over South West Africa. misread the signs that the super-Powers are now-or

shortly will be-in the throes of this new madness. If
that turns out to be the case, there will be less reason
to rejoice over their agreement on a treaty on non
proliferation of nuclear weapons. That advancement
of the cause of peace which we all hailed would be
nullified if another arms race were about to begin.
Peace is possible only through general and complete
disarmament, and our efforts towards the achieve
ment of that end must never flag or falter.
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to these issues may prove detrimental to their own
best interests.

24. The launching of the United Nations Capital
Development Fund [resolution 2186 (XXI)] will mark
~.n important event in the history of multilateral eco
nomic co-operation. It is our hope that 'the Secretary
General will henceforth proceed with the appointment
of the Managing Director in time for the General
Assembly to confirm the appointment and elect the
Executive Board. The developing countries have
indicated their strong support of the Fund in the
hope that it will insulate the process of development
from tb.e vagaries of capital markets and the vicissi
tUdes of balance-of-payments conditions of which
they have been victims for so long.

25. It is commendable and heartening to see the
United Nation.s genuinely trying to meet the challenge
of economic development where its efforts in many
areas have been. effective and forward-looking. It is
our sincere hope that the Organization will meet the
challenge of establishing and defending peace in the
world. To this end we must renew our pledge and
determination to unite our strength t~) maintain peace
and reaffirm our faith in freedom and justicee

2\6. Mr. KYFRIANOU (Cyprus): Although this general
debate may appear to be of a somewhat academic
nature, in that whatever we almost unanimously
declare every year we seldom see implemented in
practice, I fully share the view, already expressed,
that this does not di"llinish in any way the usefulness
of our deliberations. The fact that in many important
respects nothing, or very little, has been achieved
does not mean that we should not once again state our
views, register ou:t apprehension of the existing
dangers, and reiterate our convictions regarding the
international situation and the various issues, general
or specific, which are before us.

27. Last year all of us, in our own different ways,
made no secret of our disappointment and our frustra
tion at our collective inability to make any substantial
progress towards solving the many serious problems
which undermine and jeopardize international peace
and security. And we all entertained the hope that
some important progress would be mRde in our
common effort to eliminate those sources of danger,
and thus promote the cause of peace. But that hope
has not been realized. There have been, true, some
fruitful efforts in certain fields which deserve our
praise, and in particular in the field of disarmament;
but whatever the significance of those achievements,
it is easily overshadowed by the considerable deterio
ration of the over-all international situation. It is
indeed obvious that the frustration and the disappoint
ment which marked our debates last year have, in
fact, this year reached an agonizing degree.

28. We should not, however, allow our frustration
and our disappointment to destroy the possibilities for
a new and more vigorous drive in the pursuit of our
goal, whatever the difficulties and the shortcomings,
mostly due to our collective failures of the past. On
the contrary, our frustration and our disappointment
should make us, at long last, realize that time is not
on our side. We must try, wherever we have failed to
try or not tried enough, to fulfil our collective and

individual obligations. Let us not hesitate, therefore,
to express the same hope which we express every
year, and let this renewed expression of hope be
e.ccompanied by a new determined effort to break
through the barriers of the perilous stagnation. For
one must, by now, have come to realize the imperative
need to solve the problems and not merely to be
content with living with them. It has been said that
time is the great healer, but let us face it that it is
not always so.

29. I do, therefore, express the hope, which is so
obviously shared by everyone in this Assembly, that
we shall be able this year to go forward and make
effective progress. Your experience and knowledge,
Mr. President, will prove, I am confident, to be most
useful in our great task which lies ahead, and it is in
this spi:rit that I should like to join with all the other
colleagues who have preceded me to this rostrum in
expressing our satisfaction at your election to the
Presidency of the General Assembly. The assnmption
of this high office by you at this present juncture may
wen prove to be not so coincidental-not only because
of yeur own personality, but also because of the con
tribution which your country is in a position to make
in our concerted effort. Before I proceed any further
I should also like to pay tribute to your predecessor,
the representative ef Afgha.nistah, Ambassador
Pazhwak, for the exemplary way in which he dis
charged his heavy duties in most difficult and delicate
circumstances.

30. The current international situation has been very
aptly and accurately presented by the Secretary
General in the introduction to his annual report. At
the beginning he states:

"During the period under review the international
political situation has not only not improved; it has
in fact deteriorated considerably. Itwas only recently
that I noted how the war in Viet-Nam has been pro
gressively intensified during the last two and half
years, how the number of men and the amount of
war material involved in the actual fighting have
immensely increased, how the savagery of the war
has steadily escalated, and the casualties on the part
of all parties involved in the fighting have reached
frightening proportions. In addition, the flare-up in
the Middle East in June of this year, which was
sudden though not surprising, has led to a further
deterioration of the international scene. The war in
the Middle East has tended to overshadow the situa
tion in Cyprus, which has shown no great improve
ment during this period." [A/6701/Add.1, para. 1.]

31. Last year the attention of all of us was mainly
focused on the situation in Viet-Nam. Without the war
in Viet-Nam being any nearer to an end, we are led
this year, by the events, to focus our attention also
on the situation in the Middle East. The recent war
in the Middle East, and the situation which has
developed as a result of that war, should lead us
irrevocably to conclude that we must not be content
to live with the problems. In my statement last year
before this Assembly [1435th meeting], I ventured
to suggest that we would deceive ourselves if we weI,'e
to believe that the unresolved problems in that area
no longer presented a threat to peace.
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ing lasting peace in the area. The lesson we must have
derived from the recent war in the Middle East should
make us realize ·that we cannot any more afford to
take the attitude of employing time to work on our
behalf. This should, in particular, be taken into serious
consideration by the great Powers, which bear the
primary responsibility for the maintenance of inte:'£'
national peace and security.

37. The same lesson must by now have been derived
from the steadily worsening situation in Viet-Nam.
Shall we go on merely expressing our sympathy for
the sufferings of those involved in the conflict, whether
it be South or North Viet-Namese or American? Is it
really too difficult to make a start in tackling this
seemingly intractable problem? There seems to be
unanimity that the war must stop. and that for this
purpose a start must be made towards de-escalation;
there seems' to be complete agreement that the
battlefield should be replaced by the conference
table. There seems to be a general consensus that
the Geneva Agreements should constitute the basis
upon which to build a peaceful future. Where, there
fore. does the difficulty lie in making a start?

38.. The United States, while reiterating its genuine
willingness to negotiate. takes the view that there
should be some concrete evidence of a positive re
sponse prior to the cessation of the bombing of North
Viet-Nam. A nurriber of other States. friends and
allies of the United States among them, believe that
there is a very good chance that the road to nego
tiations may open if the bombing of North Viet-Nam
is stopped. Irrespective of whether the cessation of
the bombing of North Viet-Nam might by itself pave
the way to the conference room, such action seems
to be the obvious first step in the process of de
escalation. Someone has to take a really positive
initiative, without any qualifications or conditions
which would destroy its very essence, The initiative
in such circumstances must come from those who
are in a better position to take it. The Secretary
General, in his concluding observations contained in
the introduction to the annual report, states:

flI continue to feel that it is within the bounds of
possibility, provided certain first steps could be
taken, to bring this problem to the conference table.n

[Ibid•• para. 148.]

39. We are convinced that the United States has very
little to lose and a great deal to gain if it decides to
take the initiative, even if no positive response were
to be readily forthcoming from the other side after
the first step is unconditionally taken. Many, however,
are confident that such an initiative will be followed
by other positive steps. This view we should also not
ignore.

40. In the part of the Secretary-General's statement
which I quoted at the opening of my speech, there was
a reference to the question of Cyprus to the effect
that no great improvement has been made during the
last year. The situation on the island itself has been j

I am glad to say, on the whole quiet, without any major
incidents. But, again, we cannot take the view that we
should learn to live indefinitely with the problem.

41. Our position on the Cyprus problem has been
repeatedly stated in this Assembly, and it is fully on

34. Has the problem been approached in the proper
manner? Have we learned from our past failures ,that
problems cannot be solved unless we apply to them
those principles and criteria which we have ourselves
established as the corner-stone of the United Nations
and of international relations. and which we all every
year fervently uphold in this general debate? I do not
suppose that there is anyone in this Hall who does not
genuinely wish to see peace prevailing on a lasting
basis in that troubled part of the world. I am convinced
that we can be true to our principles and at the same
time realistic.

35. Would any State be prepared to consider regulating
its relations with another State when part of its terri
tory had been occupied, through war, by that other
State? Is any Government represented here prepared
to accept, in its own case, the thesis that the inter
national community could tolerate and sanction, di
rectly or indirectly, the retention by a State of another
State's territory, even if retained temporarily for
bargaining purposes? Because if we take the view that
a complete withdrawal of the occupying forces to the
positions they held before the war of last June should
not necessarily take place before an over-all settle
ment is achieved, it will surely mean that we are
neither realistic nor true to the principles which we
profess to cherish. We may, in this Assembly, hold
different views on the positions taken by the parties
to the dispute. But whatever our views on the merits
of the problem, we are not entitled to different views
on the question of unconditional withdrawal.

36. This should be the starting point for a persistent
effort, so much lacking in the past, for a satisfactory
settlement of the underlying issues, foremost among
which is that of the Palestinian Arab refugees-which
has been further aggravated as a result of the recent
developments. SUch an effort must be guided by the
prJ,nciples of the Charter and directed towards s~cur-

32. We are all aware of the history and the back
ground of the Middle East crisis. The relevant facts
are especially well known to this Assembly. However,
we must admit that, despite our long debates over the
years, we have not made any effective contribution
towards the solution of the underlying problems. The
Secretary-General in this respect states:

"There has been no enduring, persistent effort in
any United Nations organ to find solutions for them.
In my view, the failure of the United Nations over
these years t" come to grips with the deep-seated
and angrily festering problems in that area has to
be considered as a major contributing factor to the
war of last June." [Ibid., para. 45.]

33. How true this is. And how wrong have proved to
be those, if any, who believed that the problems of
the Middle East would be solved by themselves, as
time went by. But it is not enough simply to take
cognizance of the facts of a situation. We must also
determine what can and what should be done. My dele
gation has had the opportunity to state fully our views

.on the situation in the Middle East in the course of the
fifth emergency special session of this Assembly.
I do not, therefore, propose to go again into the details,
but there are certain basic aspects to which I should
like to refer.
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[A/6701/Add.1, para. 40]. This statement by the
Seoretary-General, I am sure, represents the wish of
all in this Assembly that a new, determined effort
should be undertaken for peace-making parallel to
that for peace-keeping.

47. As long as peace-making is not possible or
successful, whether in Cyprus 01' in the Middle East,
or in other parts of the world, the United Nations must
be in a position to discharge effectively its peace
keeping mission and responsibilities. A way must
very soon be found for the United Nations to overcome
its financial and other difficulties in this respect. It
is disheartening to see that the Special Committee on
Peace-keeping Operations has not been successful
in its efforts to find a sc.:.ution to the problems con
n.ected with peace-keeping. Is this failure due to the
existence of technical difficulties, or does it represent
a political conflict? If the former, a way should easily
be found to overcome the difficulties; if the latter,
we must all strive hard to resolve that conflict. I
must, in this connexion, and without underestimating
in any way the valuable efforts of many others, praise
the 'admirable determination with which my distin
guished friend the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Ireland has been endeavouring conscien
tiously to promote a solution to this important problem.

48. Having dealt specifically with the Middle East
crisis, the war in Viet-Nam and the problem of Cyprus,
it is not my intention to minimize the importance of
nor underrate the dangers involved in other eXisting
problems which continue to be high on our agenda.
On the contrary, it is essential that we not belittle
the existence of these problems, nor overlook the
potential dangers inherent in them.

49. In Europe there is a d~tente. But this reduction
of tension should not make us forget the realities nor
overlook the still-existing dangers. On the problem of
Germany we find ourselves in agreement with the
views expressed by the distinguished Foreign Minister
of France [1571st meeting]. It is a problem that once
presented an even greater threat to international
peace and security than Viet-Nam and the Middle
East do today. The possibilities for a recurrence
have not been eliminated. And the d~tente should not
make us believe that the solution to this problem can
wait indefinitely. In Asia there are other unresolved
problems in addition to Viet-Nam. We cannot deceive
ourselves that we can permanently live with them,
though they may not at present appear to be sources
of imminent danger.

.50. In Africa too there are unresolved problems
whioh are a permanent threat to peace and security.
It is in Africa that we see cle~.rly that the process of
decoloniz!!-tion has not yet been completed and that,
therefore, one of our basic objectives has not been
achieved. It is mostly, though not exclusively, in Africa
that racial discrimination is still being exercised and
human rights have not yet become the baE-lis of human
relations, despite our declarations;. to which we have
recently given the concrete form of covenants. The
situation in South Africa, despite the declaraUons and
the resolutions of the United Nations, is still un
changed. It is not enough to express our sympathy
and give assistance to the victims of the policy of
apartheid. Similarly, we must not forget the question

6

record. I do not, therefore, propose to go into th:e
details again. The General Assembly has had the
opportunity to discuss and consider all the aspects of
this question at its twentieth sessie,n, and as a result
of its deliberations the Assembly pronounced itself
upon the merits of the case in its resolution 20r,'7 (XX)
of 18 December 1965.

42. As was reported to the General Assembly last
year [1426th meeting, paras. 40-43], an effort was
undertaken, on a bilateral basis, between the Govern
ments of GreetJe and Turkey, with a view to improving
the relations between the two countries a.nd facilitating
the finding of a solution to the Cyprus problem. Despite
the fact that our position has always been, and con
tinues to be, that the problem of Cyprus is not a dis
pute between Greece and Turkey, we did not raise any
objections to these bilateral talks beingcarl'iedout; we,
in fact, did our utmost not to create any obstacles or
undermine them in any way. We have patiently awaited
the outcome of this effort, and we sincerely regret
that it did not succeed.

43. In the light of the out<10me of the recent meeting
between the Prime Ministers of Greece and Turkey,
we are at present in the process of reappraising the
situation and considering what should be done next in
the pursuit of a peaceful solution. We are, as I have
often said in this Assembly, in so far as it depends
upon us, committed to a peaceful solution. We do
not want war and we do not want bloodshed. This does
not, of course, mean that we shall not defend our
~;elves if the necessity arises.

4:4~ As far as the substance of the problem is con
cerned, the position of the Cyprus Government re
mains unchanged, namely, that the future of Cyprus
must be, and can only be, determined in accordance
with the wishes of the people of Cyprus, without any
foreign intervention or interferAnce and in conformity
with the universally accepted democratic principles
enshrined in the Charter, as spelled out in General
Assembly resolution 2077 (XX) of 18 December 1965.

45. During the past year, as it has done since March
1964 when it was set up [Security Council resolution
186 (1964)], the United Nations Peace-keeping Force
in Cyprus has performed a useful role in the discharge
of its functions as laid down in the Security Council
resolutions. In this connexion, I wish to express our
sincere appreciation to the countries which make the
functioning of this force possible through their contri
butions in men and finances. Our appreciation goes
also to the Secretary-General' s Special Representative
in Cyprus, Dr. Osorio-Tafall, and to the Commander
of the Force, General Martola, and those serving
under them, as well as to the officials in the Secre
tariat who deal with the peace-keeping operation in
Cyprus. It is, finally, my duty to pay tribute to the
Secretary-General for his untiring efforts and the keen
interest and deep understanding he has always shown
towards Cyprus and its problems.

46. In view of the present situation, it is evident that
the presence in Cyprus of the United Nations Peace
keeping Force continues to be necessary, but I quite
agree with the Secretary-General that "a United Na
tions force • •• should not be .called upon to maintain

. indefinitely an obviously 'unsatisfactory status quo"
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of freedom for the territories under Portuguese
administration, because unless all territories become
free, the United Nations will not have completed its
task of decolonization and a major source of danger
in the world will not have been removed. The problem
of Southern Rhodesia, let us remember, remains un
resolved. We should not, as time goes on, tend to
minimize in our minds the dangers inherent in this
situation. Those of us who did not believe in the
effectiveness of economic sanctions have unfortunately
been proved to be right.

51. Do we honestly believe that we can, or that we
must, indefinitely live with these problems? Can we
convince ourselves that these problems will not,
sooner or later, erupt and destroy, to some degree
if not completely, what we have been working for and
hoping for? We must all resolutely agree-for there
is no alternative-on practical steps to implement our
principles if we are to secure the prerequisites which
we all agree are necessary for the attainment of our
goal of lasting peace.

52. Against this gloomy and frustrating background
we would not be presenting a completely correct
picture if we were to ignore the progress which has
been made in certain fields, in particular in the eco
nomic field and in that of disarmament. Although we
are not in a position to hail any great achievements
in the economic field in this United Nations Develop
ment Decade, we must, however, be satisfied that,
despite the grave political situation, some not un
important progress has been made. We are all hoping
that the second session of the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development at New Del.hi will
prove successful and contribute towards greater
progress in this field. Furthermore, we should not
underestimate the importance of the success of the
Kennedy Round negotiations, despite the fact that we
cannot but admit that the outcome has not been as
satisfactory in certain respects as it shouldhave been
to the less-developed countries. Finally, the United
Nations Development Programme has been working
more effectively than in the past, and with more
tangible results. This, I might add, has strengthened
our beliefs in multilateral assistance through the
United Nations, which, among other advantages, is
free from the implications of political considerations.
What has been achieved in this respect, although not
striking, is an example of what can be accomplished
through a determined and collective effort. Any
progress towards our targets in the economic field
is by no means unrelated to the cause of peace. It is,
on the contrary, one of the most important factors.

53. With regard to disarmament, there have been
some important steps towards our goal. In addition
to the test-ban Treaty, which was signed in Moscow
four years ago, it is hoped that we are now near a treaty
on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and it
should not be beyond our expectations that this present
session of the General Assembly may find itself in
the happy position of welcoming such an event. The
conclusion of the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Activities of states in the Exploration and Use of outer
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
[i'6so1ution 2222 (XXI)], as well as the Treaty for t.i.e
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America

[see AI6663], are achievements of no less significance.
Despite the fact that we are still far from the point of
controlling the arms race, we shoulti get some en
couragement from these successes. In fact, instead
of minimiZing their importance, in view of the existing
over-all explosive and dangerous international situa
tion, we should em~hasize them.

54. As I said at the beginning of my statement, this
general debate may appear to be of an academic
nature, because whatever we declare to be right and
just and proper we seldom see it implemented in
practice. This is, in fact, the basic reason and the
gist of the anomaly of the international scene. If we
are to solve the problems and ensure world order
we must translate our declarations and our principles
into a living reality. Otherwise we are bound to coh-
tinue failing, and 0111r failure, as time goes on, will
have graver and graver consequences.

55. Our declarations are not academic in them
selves. They are, on the contrary, very real con
clusions which we have reached as a result of wars
and destruction and \,)f the suffering of the past and
of the present. OUr declarations are lessons-not
lessons that we teach but lessons that have been taught
by these realities. What makes them sound academic
or theoretical is our own failure and inability to be
realistic.

56. If we apply in practice, and without unnecessary
delay, the principles in which we believe, it is only
then that we shall be realistic. A realistic approach
is often referred to in contradistinction to an approach
based upon principles and ideals. This represents
nothing else but a tendency to run away from OUT real
task and our responsibilities. It is, therefore, high
time that we became truly realistic, and in so doing
we cannot, in relation to any problem, turn our backs
on our principles. We must apply them in all cases,
and in this effort, however hard and difficult, we must
utilize to the greatest possible degree our collective
strength, the United Nations.

57. Taking advantage of the occasion_ I ventured to
express my views on the general international situa
tion and on some of the specific issues. I have done
tr..at not because I have any illusions as to the very
limited role that my country can play in our collective
efforts; nor has it been my intention to give advice
to others who can speak with more authority. I have
done it with the conviction that we all, irrespective
of the degree of importance of the countries which we
represent, can contribute to the strengthening of the
United Nations. In fact, we have a duty to do so.

58. The United Nations is not only a forum in which
to express our views freely; it is our collective organ
in our endeavour to secure peace. We all have our
share of responsibility, which may lie either in our
strength or in our weakness, in our smallness or in
our greatness. Whether our responsibility is great or
small, it is still our responsibility, which we are
committed to discharge. It is only then that the United
Nations will succeed, and it must succeed. If it fails
it will be our collective as well as individual failure,
and not necessarily in p:r.oportion to the degree of our
responsibility. But what is worse is that the failure
of the United Nations might mean disaster, whereas
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68. At this twenty-second session the Assembly will
once again have to deal with another drama, tragic
in the extreme because of Us political consequences,
and for that reason creating an explosive situation.
The fifth emergency special session was disappointing
and disheartening in its failure to cope with the con
sequences of Israel's aggression against the Arab
countries. The Assembly accepted the fait accompli,
thereby creating a dangerous precedent which must
inevitably lead to analt'chy and chaos in international
relations.

69. The delegation of Mali had hoped that Israel
would rise above its military victory and co-operate
in seeking a peaceful solution by ordering the imme
diate and unconditional withdrawal of its troops behind
the cease-fire line existing before the outbreak of
hostilities, that it would hand over the administration
of the occupied territories, and that it would recognize
that the Arab people of Palestine too have a right to
live in peace in the land of their forefathers.

70. Today the aggressor would fix the price for
removing the traces of his aggress'ion. The right of
the state of Isra.el to exist does not depend on the
will of the Arab countries, and the fact that the latter
are not prepared to recognize tt does not, in our
opinion, constitute a belligerent act. To accept such

60. When the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Mali, Mr. Ousman Ba.~ spoke from this
rostrum [1443rd meeting] of the unusually gloomy
circumstances in which the work of the twenty-first
session of the General Assembly had opened, he
described the international situation at the time as
the inescapable consequence of a more general crisis,
which is simply and solely the system of imperialism.

61. A year has gone by since then. In the introduction
to his annual report, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, U Thant, speaks of the grave mis
givings he feels at the worsening of the international
situation. He says for e:r.ample:

"When unbridled use of force is accepted and
intimidation and threats go unchallenged, the hopes
of a world order such as the one outlined in the
Charter become dim and hollow. When prejudice and
hatred domInate the relations of nations or groups
of nations, the whole world takes a step backward
towards the dark ages "•• When force and military
competitiveness displace co-operation, negotiation,
law and diplomacy as the natural elements of the
relations between States, the nightmare of a third
world war comes steadily nearer to the world of
reality." [A/6701/Add.1, para. 151.]

62. This scathing indictment of international rela
tions reveals how the United Nations is more than
ever living in a fool's paradise. For the pattern of
the world today is one of imperialist conquests and
wars of aggression. A rapid survey of the problems
of today presents us with the sobering spectacle of
the steadily growing challenge of imperialism and
the worsening of international relations.

63. In Asia, a barbaric war, based on a deliberate
policy of extermination, is being waged against the
gallant, brave people of Viet-Nam, destroying houses
and schools, hospitals and .health centres, bringing
havoc and mourning to a people whose only pretention
has been its resolve to fight in order to free itself
from foreign domination and its agents, and to achieve
complete independence. Faced with the horrors of
aggression, the world is unanimous in its call for
peace in Viet-Nam. Need one produce evidence of this?
It can be found even in the statements of American
politicians and in the American Press. Senators and
Congressmen, echoing the feelings of millions of
Americans, today condemn the war in Viet-Nam and
call for an end to it.

64. In The New York Times of 24 September 1967,
we read that Mr. Don Luce, the head of an American

,r
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its success will mean the happiness and the prosperity civil volunteer organization in Saigon, resigned in i

of humanity in peace. protest against the policy of his Government. In his ~ '·,1

letter of protest and resignation he wrote that he had (
59. Mr. AMADOU THIAM (Mali) (translated from witnessed the destruction of a people he loved. He ' i
French): It is with Vfjry special pleasure, Mr. Presi- could no longer participate in its destruction, theout- 1

dent, that the delegation of the Republic of Mali offers come of a policy and a war whose purpose, as pro- I

you its sincere congratulations on your resounding claimed in Washington, was to save the Viet-Namesei
election to the Presidency of this twenty-second ses- people from foreign danger.
sion of the General Assembly. In so doing, our inten-
tion is to invest this event with deep JiJ.gnificance, 65. We have been told here of a previous offer of
inasmuch as we all recognize that the United Nations peace which elicited no response. Here is what
cannot respond to the hopes and aspirations of man The New York Times of 22 September 1967 had to
unless it is itself, first of all, the mirror of today's say about the offer: "The world cannot be expected
world. to take seriously American talk of peace unless it is

joined with an act of peace •••".

66. One eminent representative has said here in the
Assembly that the greater the power of a nation, the
greater its responsibility towards peace. This view
is acceptable. to us so long as it is not intended solely
for the records of the United Nations debates. If the
nation concerned wants peace in Viet-Nam, let it
announce this new and decisive fact, and declare
roundly: fiWe are stopping the bombing of North
Viet-Nam; we are beginning the evacuation of the
military forces based in South Viet-Nam; ani! we
propose a :.round-table conference with the National
Liberation Front, North Viet-Nam and all the signa-
tories of the Geneva Agreements of 1954 and 1962."
In our opinion, that is the best way t.o win the battle
of peace in South·-East Asia, and pE'Jrhaps in the world.

67. Once we rule out the vain desire for military vic-
tory over a people fiercely determined to survive,
realistic political solutions are the only alternative.
My delegation considers that the four-point programme
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the five
point programme of the National Liberation Front
a,re perfectly sound. Discussions could thus begin in
the framework of the Geneva Agreements of 1954 and
1962•.

I
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U Mr. Bishti spoke in Arabic. TIle English version of his statement
was supplied by the delegation.

79. Mr. BISHTI (Libya):U Mr. President 'l it gives me
great pleasure to commence my address by conveying
to Your Excellency the congratulations of the Libyan
de1.egation on the occasion of your unanimous election
as President of the General Assembly at its twenty
second session. The trust that the Assembly has
shown in you, Sir, is the best testimony to your dis
tinguished qualifications and experience which are
admired by alla Your election also bears witness to
the great respect that our Organization has for the
friendly country of Romania.

80. I should also like to take this occasion to pay a
tribute to your election as the first President of the
General Assembly from the socialist countries, which
is a welcome sign for the promotion of understanding
and co-operation between the different political and
ideological blocs. This will also strengthen the uni
versality and effectiveness of this Organization. '

81. The Libyan delegation trusts, Mr. President,
that~ thanks to your well-known sagacity and tact, the
deliberations of this session will be conducted to a
successful conclusion. We earnestly hope that under
your leadership the Assembly will be able to deal
with the crucial and delicate questions inscrib9d on
its agenda, reach1.ng sound and eqUitable solutions in
accordance with the provisions of the Charter and the
principles of peace and justice.

82. I also wish to seize this opportunity to extend the
Libyan delegation's sincere greetings to your pre
decessor, Ambassador Abdul Rahman Pazhwak of

The champions of apartheid, encouraged by the
western Powers, are trampling underfoot the basic
r.ights of the Bantu peoples, refusing to implement
the ceoisions of the Security Council and the reso
lutions of the General Assembly and the Special Com
mittee on Decolonization. There is serious tension
in that part of the world.

76. In Aden r'eason has not prevailed. The United
Kingdom, GGaf to all proposals, has imposed a puppet
government on the peolJle of South Arabia. The refusal
of the administrating Power was met by a just revo
lution on the part of the people of South Arabia, under
the leadership of the national liberation movements. At
the price of unnecessary suffering, the United Kingdom
today bows to the evidence that it is impossible to im
pose on a people a regime of domination which rides
roughshod over its fundamental and inalienable rights.

77. I have tried in the course ofthis satatement to de
fine the views of the RepUblic of Mali on the problems
which divide the Organization. The United Nations can
only survive in so far as we prevent it from becoming
involved in tense situations and confrontations, and
make use of it to preserve the peace of the world.

78. Like the tribe at the dawn of civilization which
fiercely guarded the smouldering embers of the dying
fire, we must work untiringly to preserve a world
peace predicated on the liqUidation of imperialist wars
of aggression and the suppression of mercenaries, and
on vindication of the right of peoples to self""deter
mination; in a word, a peace predicated on interna
tional justice and morals.

72. In its (:')ncern for the establishment of peace in
Asia, in the Middle East, and througho ,t the world,
and for the strengthening of this Organization, my
delegation has never ceased to advocate the restora
tion of the lawful rights of the People's RepUblic of
China in the United Nations. The presence of the
People's Republic in the Organization is universally
recognized. It is impossible to discuss any problem
whatever at the international level today without
sensing the need for the participation of China. If the
primary purpose of the Organization is to preserve
peace; it must ensure that there can be a dialogtLe
between all peoples, ·.;vithout any restriction whatever.
Every day brings evidence of the need to tackle
the real problems of peace together with the
People's Republic of China.

73. Still on the sUbje~t of Asia, another world issue
which does not serve the cause of peace results from
the automatic inclusion in the: Assembly's agenda, year
after year, of the so-called Korean question in the
absence of the Koreans. In the opinion of my dele
gation, to prevent the possibility of any recurrence of
conflict in that part of the world, it would be neces
sary forthwith to withdraw the foreign troops occupying
South Korea under the aegis of the United Nation,S and
to dissolve the United Nations Commission for the
Unification of Korea. The inalienable rights of the
Korean people must be respected. The maintenance
of peace in the Far East likewise depends on this.

74. Analysis of the gloomy outlook of the present
inte:rnational situation, marked by interference in the
internal affairs of States, the substitution of might
for right and of violence for negotiation, does not
blind me to the universal nature and the irreplaceable
:value of the ideals of the United Nations. It is on the
strength of these ideals that in this Hall men of
goodwill adopted the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in
resolution 1514 (XV). This historic declaration has
been hailed by all peoples still under colonial domina
tion. But we are bound to admit, alas, with the Secre
tary-General, that seven years after the adoption of
resolution 1514 (XV) colonialism is still rampant in its
most brutal form in southern Africa, South Arabia
and the Pacific Ialands.

75. In southern Africa Ian Smith continues to defy
the Unit~d Nations, with the comp,licity of the United
Kingdom and the support of the capitalist monopolies"

a premise would be to create a state of hypertension
in Europe and Asia, where states today carry on
normal relations with certain Members of this As
sembly 'without any prior recognition.

71. We in Mali do not harbour any anti-Semitic
feelings. But we do consider that no territorial gain
is admissible where it reoolts from military action.
In solemnly reaffirming our adherence to the prin
ciple of respect for the sovereignty and integrity of
every state, we condemn imperialist wars of annexa
tion. In the interests of peace and security in the
Middle East and in the world, my delegation would
like to see the Assembly stop dragging its feet and so
prevent new conflicts from emerging in this highly
charged area. We will support unreservedly any
realistic and just proposal to that end.
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Afghanistan, and pay him a well-deserved tribute for
his outstanding competence in conducting the delibera
tions of the twenty-first session as well as the last
two special sessions, and for his objectivity and
dedication to the principles and purposes of our
Organization.

83. It also gives me great pleasure to extend our
thanks to the Secretary-General, U Thant, for his
dedication to the service of this Organization and for
his sincere efforts to promote the implementation of
the principles of its Charter.

84. When the twenty-first session fLdjourned, it was
our hope that the twenty-second sesf~ion would be con
vened under more auspicious circumstances and in an
intern~tlonal atmosphere bearing greater promise
for peace, which is the first aspiration of the peoples
of the world. We had hoped that world tensions would
abate, placing the Assembly in a better position to
deal with international iSf!~,es and to move forward
on the road to peace, justic~ and freedom, and opening
wider horizons for sincere co-operative efforts
between all peoples for the welfare of all, for raising
the standards of our human society and for safe
guarding its progress and prosperity.

85. But, alas, the twenty-second session is now con
vening in extremely adverse circumstances and in an
atmosphere of terlsion and anxiety marked by the
spread of wrong-doing and aggression in various
parts of the world. Needless to say. the world situa
tion has been seriously aggravated by the Os!ninous
events and tragic developments of last summer which
led to the convening of the Security Council and the
General Assembly in the fifth emergency special
session in the wake of the treachelous aggression
engineered and carried out against our Arab home
land by the forces of Zionist colonialism.

86. The Arabs of Palestine have been struggling
for half a century to safeguard their legitimate rights
and defel1d their country in the face of brutal Zionist
colonialism. They have sought to lay bare the truth
before the world and to re-veal the true objectives of
the Zionist conspiracy in Palestine, but all their
efforts have unfortunately gone unheeded. The General
Assembly was misled by interests ofaggressive colo
nialist Powers, sponsoring the Zionist aggression and
having common cause with it, into adopting a partition
resolution [181 (11)] acquiescing to the establishment
in the midst of our Arab homeland of an artificial
entity foun.ded on conquest and aggression and whose
purpose is to satisfy the insatiable ambitions of world
Zionism. We had sougJit to find various excuses for
the General Assembly when it committed that grave
injustice to the Palestinian people in the pressures
exerted on it by the great Powers. Today we cannot
but regret to see'the United Nations continue on a
course that was forced upon it under certain historical
circumstances. Such a course is indeed all the more
regrettable, now that the majority is formed by the
nations of the Third World, by peoples who have them
selves thrown off the yoke of colonialism, and at a
time when the Assembly has already adopted historic
decisions on the elimination of the last vestiges of
imperialism and exploitation, notably the historic
resolution 1514 (XV) on the liquidation of colonialism.

87. If, despite the calamity and endless suffering
entailed, a single positive aspect is to be found in the
events of last June, it is that they have exposed to
world opinion the true objectives of Zionism and its
expansionist designs. These tragic events have un
doubtedly contributed to a clarity of vision in the
United Nations so that there can no longer be any
excuse for this Organization in the eyes of peace
lOVing peoples and in the jUdgement of history if it
continues ;,,0 evaI:!J.ate the Palestine question and hamile
it in the same framework and through the same dis
torted perspective which caused the catastrophe twenty
years ago. For any repetition by the United Nations
of the same mistake today would be tantamount to
renunciation of its grave responsibilities and aban
donment of the principles ofpeE\ce, justice and freedom
embodied in its Charter, principles to which it owes
its very existence.

88. Whatever the situation obtaining in the General
Assembly, and no matter how slow the turning of
world opinion with regard to the Palestine question
might be, one thing remains certain, and that is that
neither the pressure of the forces of domination arid
exploitation'nor the outpourings of Zionist information
media can succeed indefinitely in covering up aggres
sion and in distorting the truth. For, as Abraham
Lincoln said, "You can fool some of the people all
of the time and all of the people some of the time, but
you can't fool all of the people all of the time." The
world will surely awake one day to the realization of
what has been taking place in the Arab Eastp and the
smoke-screen of falsehood and deceit raised by Zionist
propaganda wUl ultimately 'Vanish into thin air.,

89. The General Assembly was convened in emer
gency special session at the request of the Soviet
Union in the wake of the brutal Zionist aggression
against the United Arab RepUblic, Syria and Jordan.
It was our hope that the special session would be able
to take positive action to eliminate the consequences
of an aggression perpetrated against three Member
States by forcing the aggressors to respect the prin
ciples of international justice; but after lenythy dis
cussions and arduous consultations, the Assembly
failed to reach a just solution. That had the effect of
encouraging the forces of domination and aggression
to persist in their arrogance and conceit; the Israeli
occupation authorities have th. 'S shamelessly refused
to implement even the two partial resolutions adopted
on Jerusalen'l and the refugees. The events of the last
few months in the occupied Arab territor~~s clearly
indicate that the Israeli authorities are determined
to continue to ignore the United Nations resolutions,
and to persist in their flagrant d2fiance ofworld public
opinion and in their violation of the principles of the
United Nations Charter.

90. If the United Nations yields to the pressure of
Zionism or acquiesces to those pressures directly or
indirectly, it will have moved the world backwards by
establishing the dangerous precedent that might makes
right in international relations and that the aggressor
can reap and enjoy the fruits of his aggression.

91. I do not hesitate at this point to address myself
in all sincerity to the adherents of the Jewish faith
in order to remind them of the injustice which is
perpetuated in their name against the Arab people,
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99. The people of Mozambique have been struggling
for years to expel colonialism from their land, and
the people of Angola and so-called Portuguese Guinea
are struggling to exercise the most fundamental of
those human rights proclaimed in the Charter of this
Organization.

100. In Southern Rhodesia the white minority is
practicing all forms of oppression against the
nationalist elements, in complete disregard for all
the resolutions adopted by the United Nations con
firming the legitimate rights of the Zimbabwe people.
We strongly denounce the intrigues of foreign eco
nomic interests seeking to impede the granting of

of its responsibilities and not to frustrate onc~ more
the expectations of peace-loving peoples ana their
hope of finding a solution consistent with the prin
ciples and purposes of the Charter of the United
Nations.

95. We resolutely support the struggle of the Arab
people in S-,uth Arabia, as well as the rights of the
Arab people in Oman, and call upon thE- United Nations
to take more effective action for the speedy granting
of independence to that region. We also oppose all
attempts to internationalize the island of Perim and
other off-shore islands r as those are Arab lands
falling within the terrUorial sovereignty of the
occupied South.

96. While Zionist aggression haJ reached its peak in
the Middle East, forces of colonialism and aggression
are still entrenched in a last-ditch battle in various
parts of the world where they face the revolt of the
enslaved peoples who are struggling for their libera
tion from foreign domination.

97. The war raging in Viet-Nam has only increased
in intensity, in spite of the great efforts made by
peace-loving forces to put an end to that devastation
which is causing so much suffering to the Viet-Namese
people, and which constitutes a menace to the peace
and security of the Far East and of the entire world.
We had expectE;d that the heavy losses suffered b~r both
parties, together with the pressure ef world opinion,
would result in a lessening of the intensity of that
conflict, and that both sides would show a gl"eater
inclination to peace. But, to our great disappointment,
we see the war growing fiercer and more inter··
necine, and the prospects of peace growing dimmer
every day. We earnestly hOlle that the necessary
reconciliation and essential environment for a just
solution in Viet-Nam will be created in accordance
with the Geneva Agreements of 1954.

98. The Libyan delegation wishes to express its
grave concern regarding the situation prevailing in
those African lands which are still suffering u.nder
the yoke of colonialism and regarding the persistence
of the Government of the Hepublic of South Africa in
its policies of apartheid and racial discrimination.
Despite numerous United Nations resolutions con
demning those policies and calling for the safe
guarding of the fundamental rights of the people of
South Africa, the South African Government is still
acting in complete disregard of those resolutions and
in flagrant violation of the most fundamental principles
of human rights, both in South Africa and South West
Africa.

94. Unless the United Nations adopts, promptly and
before it is too late, adequate measures for the
cessation of aggression and the elimination of its con
sequences by demanding and enforcing the immediate
withdrawal of the troops of aggression from the terri
tories which they illegally occupy, the state of tension
and war prevailing ir~ the Middle East, which is a
threat to world peace and security, could have far
reaching and unpredictable consequences and could
lead to a disaster encompassing all mankind. We
appeal to the Genbral Assembly to rise to the level

93. MOl'Bover, Israel has undertaken certain basic
measurefl designed to change the administrative and
educational structure of the occupied areas. I may
mention here that even the property and personnel
of the United Nations Peace-keeping Force did not
esoape l,Jraeli aggression and arrogance. We read
in the Secretary-General's report on the United
Nations Emergency Force [A/6672] how United Na
tions property was looted and its personnel molested
by the Israeli troops. The latest news of Israeli
settlements in the illegally occupiedareas, in defiance
of che Uniteu Nations Charter, testifies to their ex
pansionist and territorial ambitions. In this connexion,
I would invite all Members of thi.s Assembly to com
pare these facts with the statements we all heard
from various Israeli leaders at the beginning of the
present crisis-that their war was purely defensive
and that they sought neither territorial expansion nor
conquest. But the facts speak for themselves and
reveal once again the true character and ambitions
of the Zionist forces in Palcstine.

92. The General Assembly, at this twenty-second
session, has agreed to discuss the question of the
recent aggression in its entirety. For as we meet
here, the forces of Zionist aggression are occupying
the territories of three Member States and are carry
ing on their acts of intimidation and oppressioIl against
the unarmed Palestinian people. Israel has also in
sulted sacred religious values and damaged Moslem
and Christian places of worship. We read repor.ts of
Israeli atrocities against the nutionalists in the
occupied areas and hear news ofarrests, deportations,
imprisonments without trial, and various other forms
of intimidation.

which in all its history was, and still is, free of any
racial prejudice. The Arabs, Moslems and Christians,
whose land is the birthplace of religions, cannot
but have every respect, esteem and reverence for
Judaism as a great religion. Th'~ Arabs have never
been against the presence of J~ws in their midst.
On the contrary, history tells us that they have lived
in great harmony with their Arab brethren and that a
number of them assumed high public office in some
Arab states. It is indeed the Zionist movement which
has sought and is still seeking to create barriers
between religions and to use them as a vehicle for
the realization of its expansionist designso For this
fanatical movement, which came into being under
peculiar historical circumstances, has seized upon
anti-Semitism as a means to rally Jews under its
banner and to implicate them in its adventures and in
the execution of its conspiracy against the people of
Palestine in particular, and against the Arabs in
general.
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independenGG to those colonial 'l'e:rrito~iesand lendifl3
assistance and support to all the racist r~gimes in
the southern part of Africa.

101. International peace and security are still in
danger in various parts of the world. The establish
ment of stability will necessarily depend upon the
settlement of disputes and international problems in
accordance with the principles of justice enshrined
in the Charter.

102. Libya is following with keen interest the meet
inge taking place in Geneva in order to reach agree
ment on general diLarmament. We support these
endeavours aiming at disarmament, the cessation of
nuclear tests and the non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons. The great advantage of such an achievement
could be weighed in terms of the immense progress
made if the resources now spent on war purposes
were diverted to peaceful endeavours and to economic
development of the many regions of this world where
poverty and ignorance still prevail.

103. While the present political situation in the world
calls for dedication, resolve and fruitful co-operation
on the part of the world community at both official
and private levels, in order to solve the most urgent
problems menacing the future of mankind as a whole,
the economic and social situation makes it incumbent
upon us all, and more especially the economically
advanced cour..t.ries, to pursue an economic policy
designed to meet some of the essential development
requirements ol the developing countries. The work
accomplished by the United Nations Secretariat and
the speuialized agencies has provided us with many
valuable studies and research findings on the current
situf,.tj,:)n of the developing countries and their eco
nomic and socie.! development needs. These studies
have defined responsibilities in this respect on the
national level and stressed the need to give developing
countries the benefits of wider economic co-operation,
better terms of trade, and an adequate financial as
sistance so as to enable them to build the ne~essary

infrastructure for sustainable growth. These studies
have also emphasized the importance of the develop
ment of these countries as an effective means to
expand the vCllume of international trade in the
interests of l.JCth developed and developing countries
alike.

104n A major problem which has assumed acute
proportions in many developing countries in recent
years is the shortage of food production in relation
to population and income growth. The Economic and
Social Council discussed this question in some detail
at its forty-third session and made constructive
proposals dealing with its various aspects [see
A/6703, paras. 112-122]. The Council also supported
the efforts of the World Food Programme and the
Food and Agriculture Organization, aiming at helping
the developing countries to lraise the quantity and
i.mprove the quality of their agricultural products and
to develop new sources of nutrition through resear'ch
and the application of modern scientific methods.

105. It is indeed a most regrettable fact that while
man is embarked on conquering outer space and is
literally reaching for the moon and other planets,
he has not yet succeeded in conquering hunger, disease

and ignor.ance on O\~.r planet. This great discrepancy
between the needs oi developing countries on the one
hand and the adventures and goals of the develop~d

countries on the other, simply reflects the tragedy
which besets the world today. At a time when certain
advanced nations are seeking to 'settle the planets
and are spending huge sums of money for this purpose,
the vast majority of the nations of the world are
suffering from famine, disease and mass illiteracy.
This gap is an obvious. challenge to the human mind
and the human conscience, especially at an age when
distances have shrunk and when all nations must live
together in one world.

106. This grave situation leads me to speak of the
need for further action in order to contribute to the
achievement of higher levels of economic and social
growth in developing countries. We know only too well
that the Development Decade proclaimed by this As
sembly seven years ago has failed to reach its goal
because its most important conditions and pre
requisites have not been met. To cite one example,
nam.ely, the volume of transfer of funds from the
advanced to the developing countries, we find that
this transfer has not even reached half the amount
of the fixed target of 1 per cent annually of the national
income of the advanced countries. At the same time
there is a clear trend for capital movement from
developing to developed countrles in the form of
profits and repayments of foreign debts.

107. The strong relationship between the development
needs of the developing countries and their terms
of trade has become evident for many years. The
losses incurred by these countries as a result of the
deterioration of their terms of trade have been
analysed and clearly defined. The falling of prices of
primary commodities which constitute the bulk of
exports from the developing countries, together with
the increase in the prices of manufactures imported
by them, are costing these countries heavy financial
losses every year.

108. The trade restrictions imposed by advanced
countries on the developing countries' exports of
manufo..ctured goods further compound the difficulties
encountered by the latter in the process of industrial
development. We do hope, therefore, thllt the second
session of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development will concentrate on these problems
in order to find adequate solutions, including the
granting by the developed countries of concrete pre
ferences to the exports of developing countries in
general and manufactured goods in particular. Agree
ment on such action would enable developing countries
to create modern industries utilizing domestic re
sources and would make available to them the foreign
exchange needed to import their requirements of
capital goods from the developed countries. Such an
industrial development would also provide a strong
incentive for the development of the agricultural
sector, as both sectors are closely linked in structure
and have complementary economic functions.

109. Speaking of industry, I wish to express our
great satisfaction at the establishment of the United
Nations Industrial DevelJpment Organization and at
its valuable accomplishments in spite of the various
difficulties besett~.ng it. We sincerely hope that the
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122. Premeditated aggression against thr~e States
Member'S of this Organization; the occupation and
exploitation of vast sectors of their territories,
seriously curtailing their economic potential; annexa
tion of the City of Jerusalem, which enjoyed the
respect and tranquillity essential to its spiritual
status as a Holy Place sacred to all confessions: these
are violations both of international law and of the
principles of the Charter. In addition, hundreds of
thousands of new refugees have been prevented from
returning to their homes, thus· aggravating a human
and social problem that has been discussed here in
the Assembly for years without any solution whatso
ever being forthcoming.

123. In the face of all these crimes, all these grave
infringements of human rights by a Member of this
Assembly, what has the United Nations done? Alas,
very little. It has stood by, a helpless spectator,

116. It is in this highly charged atmosphere that the
present session of the General A<;!Iserobly IS being
held. The responsibilities thus resting on our shoulders
are enormous, and our obligations overwhelming.

117. Your election to the Presidency in these cir
cumstances, Mr. President, places a very heavy
burden on your shoulders. The Moroccan delegation
is convinced that your abilities and your long ex
perience of international problems are ample guaran
tees of the success of the work of the Assembly; and
in congratulating you heartily on your impressive
election, it wishes to assure you of its complete co
operation.

118. It is likewise a pleasure for me, on behalf, of
mr delegation and in my own name, to pay a warm
tribute to your distinguished predecessor, Mr. Abdul
Rahman Pazhwak, for the deep understanding, the
wisdom and the competence with which he steered
the extremely arduous work of three successive ses
sions of the General Assembly.

119. As I say, the international community is at
present beset by a number of crises. The most recent
of these crises, which is still as acute as when it
erupted, and which endangered and continues to en
danger world peace, is that brought on by Israel's
aggression against the Arab countries.

120. The emergency special session of the General
Assembly which met to examine that crisis closed on
a note of helplessness1 leaving all the Arab countries,
and peace=loving and fair-minded peoples everywhere,
with a depressing sense ofdisillusionment and frustra
tion. In thus showing itself incapable of condemning
the aggressor and forcing him to withdraw his troops
from the occupied territo~ies, the United Nations re
vealed a dangerous powerlessness in the face of a
problem of the utmost importance for international
peace and security.

121. It is of course not the first time that the Organi
zation has had brought home to it the limitations on
its powers when it has to settle crucial issues. But it
seems to us that the Member States would be driving
the United Nations still further along the road to
disaster if they did not see to it that it assumed its
full responsibilities under the Charter, whose primary
concern is the safeguarding of international peace.

1585th meeting - 10 October 1967

115. Mr. LARAKI (Morocoo) (translated from
French): The international situation has never, per
haps, been more dangerous than it is today. There
are highly dangerous crises in a number of places in
the world; colonialist domination is still rife in Africa
and elsewhere; and economic and social under
development is still the lot of many peoples.

orgf"1ization will be able to perfl.')rm its role in the
service of industrial development in the developing
countries.

110. A carefully conceived and well-oriented social
development programme is an essential condition for
the success of the economic development process.

111. In addition to the more common social problems,
such as the problems of over-population and wideOD

spread illiteracy in many developing countries, human
society still pays a heavy toll of suffering and under
goes serious difficulties and crises as a result of
social complexes such as those underlying the problem
of racial discrimination, which is contrary to the
requirements of economic and social development•

112. The Libyan delegation supports the efforts of
the Human Rights Commission aiming at the elimina
tion of all forms of discrimination against women•
We firmly believe that these efforts will bring us
closer to the noble and long-cherished ideals of
justice. We also believe that these efforts are of
great value to economic and social development in
view of the prospects they openup for the development
and better utilization of human resources. The pro
clamation of 1968 as an International Year for Human
Rights should contribute to better awarenessofhuman
rights problems and the launching of greater efforts
in this field. The Libyan delegation fully supports
this action and wishes the Commission on Human
Rights every success in its noble endeavours.

113. The question of co-ordination between United
Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and other
international organizations has become extremely
complex and has aroused much talk but little action.
Fortunately, indications of some progress in this
direction can be found in the conclusions reached by
the Economic and Social Council at its forty-third
session. The guidelines approved' by the Council
tend to str'engtli.en the role of the regional Commis
sions and the Resident Representatives of the United
Nations Development Programme, and also to lessen
the duplication and promote specialization in the
agencies while emphasizhlg co-ordination at the Secre
tariat level and in the work of the Economic and Social
Council itself. Our delegation believes that the efforts
could enhance the effectiveness of our Organization
and the specialized agencies in the service of both
the developing and the developed countries.

114. Mr. President, in conclusion, I wish to express
our earnest hope that the United Nations will move
forward in the realization of the aspirations of the
peoples of the world for a better life. I also wish to
assure you of the Libyan delegation's willingness to
co-operate in every possible way in the achievement
of our common goals and to contribute to the fullest
measure in the success of this Organization's efforts
in the cause of peace, security and justice for all.
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131. \ye have noted with interest that both in this
Assembly and elsewhere, the idea has been mooted
that a halt in the bombing of North Viet-Nam might
also constitute a stepping-stone toward peace nego
tiations. In any case, whatever ultimately may be the
procedures for bringing the war to an end and restor
ing peace to the region, my Government believes that
t'1e Viet-Namese people as a whole are entitled to
cnoose whatever political and social regime they Wish,
of their own accord and without interference from
outside.

132. The conditions conducive to a,genuine and lasting
peace cannot be effectively established unless an
attack is made at the same time on another evil,
colonialism, which is still one of the main obstacles
to genuine understanding between peoples and to open
and sincere co-operation. We are in fact firmly con
vinced that the persistence of colonialism and its
ideological appendages in certain parts of the world
is definitely a source of tension and disturbance which
sooner or later may well degenerah~ into dangerous
conflict.

133. Here, of course, we have in mind particularly
our own continent of Africa, where in one or two

\

places, in defiance of all good sense and in spite of
the lessons of quite recent history, foreign Powers
still maintain colonial and racial domination, two
phenomena not only anachronistic but dangerously
explosive.

130. Another' problem that likewise causes inter
national public opinion constant concern is the conflict
in Viet-Nam. For over a quarter of a century the
country has been ravaged by war, and unfortunately no
solution implying the restoration of peace to the area
has as yet been found. My own country has at all times
expressed heartfelt sympathy for the Viet-Namese
people and the courage and patience with which they
have endured such suffering and such sacrifices. But
we cannot humanly expect them to go on much longer
suffering the cruel trials, of this war. For this reason,
my Government supports and will continue to support
all initiatives and all efforts calculated to put an end
to the hostilities in that part of South-East Asia.
Accepta.nce by all the parties involved of the 1954
Geneva Agreements as a basi.s for a settlement would,
in the opinion of my Government, constitute all impor
tant step towards a satisfactory solutionofthe conflict.

the conquered areas, transforming occupation into
annexation pure and simple by overturning the demo
graphic structure lock, stock and barrel to further
Israel's colonization policy? And in such circum
stances, what is to be the attitude ofthe countries that
are the victims of this aggression? Should they bow
down, turning their backs on their history, their culture
and their dignity, before the brutality and arrogance
of an aggressor who no longer even makes a secret of
his plans for expansion? Should they abandon hundreds
of thousands of refugees to the horrors of destitution
and exile, forced to beg their daily bread while the
foreigner exploits their wealth? How can anyone
honestly expect this of the Arab countries or of any
other Member of the Organization? This Assembly is
in duty bound to give us satisfactory answers to these
questions and to take the necessary firm decisions.

watching these manifest violations of the Charter
take place. Intoxicated by the success of its aggres
sion and encouraged by the inaction of the United
Nations, Israel has refused, and continues to refuse,
to implement the resolutions of the Assembly, adopted
unanimously though they were, calling upon it to
repeal the measures taken to annex Jerusalem. This
defiance on the part of the aggressor, coupled with
the passive attitude of the Organization, has con
siderably shaken the confidence placed in the United
Nations by the small countries unable to equip them
selves with powerful means of defence and still looking
to its authority as their mainstay and the guarantee of
their sovereignty and territorial integrity.

124. Does not the failure of the Organization in the
face of such a problem constitute a dangerous pre
cedent? Will it not encourage this or that bellicose
state one of these days to embark with bold impunity
on plans for conquest? Does not Israel set us with an
ungodly example as it goes on violating the cease-fire
time after time and announ.cing through certain of its
leaders new invasions and new destructions to come?

125. On this point, I should like to furnish the As
sembly with striking proof of the premeditated charac
ter of the aggressive and expansionist policy of the
Israel leaders by quoting a passage from an article
published in July 1965 in the United states magazine
Foreign Affairs and signed by the Israel Foreign
Minister. He states as follows:

"It is not absurd to imagine Arab leaders ardently
urging 'a return to the frontier of 1966 or 1967',
just as they now urge a return to the frontier of
1947."

126. Such facts are deeply disturbing; they shake our
faith in an Organization whose international repute
we are anxious to safeguard, and they augur a gloomy
and uncertain futurE" for mankind unless really effec
tive remedies are rapidly found and applied.

127. We earnestly hope that the work of the present
session will help to allay the disquiet felt by the ma
jority of Members of the Organization. This can only
be done through fairness and firmness of decision in
the settlement of international differences. More
specifically, it is the Assembly's duty to study the
situation created in the Middle East by Israel's
aggression and to secure, in accordance with the
principles of the Charter, the immediate and un
conditional withdrawal of Israel's troops from the
occupied Arab territories. There can be no doubt
that any solution or decision to this effect is bound
to help to re-establish the authority of the Organiza
tion and call forth a favourable and beneficial reaction
from all peace-loving peoples.

128. We feel sure that the international community,
aware as it is of the dangers and the consequences
inherent in the situation 'prevailing in the Middle East
today, cannot in all justice accept this fait accompli or
acquiesce in it.

129 ~ How is it possible, in fact, to remain indifferen.t
when the aggressor, only a month or two after his
invasion of the Arab territories, reveals his true
designs by openly proclaiming the irreversibility of
the annexatio~of Jerosslem and by continuing to occupy
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134. Needless to say, we are thinking first and
foremost of the problem of South West Africa, to
which the last regular session and the fifth special
~ession devoted particular attention. Here is a Terri
tory still held fast in the colonial grip. To be consistent
with itself and with its historic resolution of 27 October
1966 [resolution 2145 (XXI)] which brought to an end
South Africa's Mandate over the Territory and made
the United Nations responsible henceforth for its
administration, the Assembly must now redouble its
efforts to liberate South West Africa. To this end, it
must overcome all obstacles, all vacillation, all
opposition, whether overt or disguised, and find
practical and effective means of bringing the people
of South West Africa to independence.

135. Elsewhere, another part of southern Africa,
Southern Rhodesia, continues to be the scene of a
further racist adventure which neither universal
condemnation nor the sanctions imposed have suc
ceeded in halting. We would like to think that it is not
yet too late for the Organization to intervene, more
energetically and effectively, so as to put an end to
the unlawful regime of Ian Smith, as well as to the
colonial oppression that continues to thrive unpunished
in Angola, Mozambique and so-called Portuguese
Guinea.

136. While the dominant note in the African situation
is more often than not one of intransigence of the colo
nial regimes, we are still ready to welcome any sign
likely to 1I'~ad to the emancipation of the territories
under forei.gn domination.

137. On this point I should like to refer to a problem
that concerns my country, namely that of the Terri
tories of Ifni and Sahar~, with which the Organization
has been concerned for some years. I am happy to
inform the Assembly that His Majesty the King of
Morocco and the Spanish Chief of State, bearing in
mind the many points our peoples have in common
and the traditional links between the two countries,
and taking account of the provisions of the resolution
adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-first

t session [2229 (XXI)], have exchanged correspondence
l' on this problem. An agreement in principle has just
: been concluded between the two Governments on the
Ir practical application of the resolution concerning the
i: Territory of Ifni. May I in this connexion express the
I hope that this constructive episode will be the prelude

1

I to the settlement of all the other problems of decolo
nization.

i

I: 138. While on this subject, there is another problem
ljl area very close to my country, on the other side of the
'I '" Strait, namely Gibraltar. My Government believes

that the fate of Gibraltar should be decided in a sensible
\1 manner through negotiations between the parties con-
I! cerned.

11 139. Yet another problem closely linkedwith the pre-

\

1"I! ceding ones and no less tragic is that of the develop-
i ment of the military potential in the world. In the face

I! of this problem the Assembly cannot, short ofbetraying

\

' the spirit of the Charter, continue to be content with
j declarations of intent or recommendations of principle.

,! All here are aware of the true nature of this problem.I! We an recognize in our heart of hearts how absurdl .. and dangefOus is the frenzied arms race going on lu

various parts of the world, and particularly between
the great Powers. We all know of the vast technical
land financial resources being devoted to the production
and increase of conventional and nuclear weapons and
the IlOte:utial economic aid that the cessation of the
arms race would l'elease for the benefit of the de
veloping countries.

140. But the role of the Organization in this field must
not be confined to compiling information and reports
while weapons are being stockpiled. Its role, we
believe, is to find common ground likely to lead to
agreements acceptable to all, to bring about a gradual
reduction of arms production, and to establish con
fidence among States, a matter of vital necessity for
international reIations.

141. In this respect my country has always givenfull
support to United Nations action in the sphere of
general and complete disarmament and in that of the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and the suspen
sion of nuclear tests. In this respect too, though in a
regional context and in the interests of preserving the
brotherly relations existing between Morocco and
Algeria, my Government felt it opportune to put an
end to the arms race in North Africa. In this connexion
I should like to refer to the letter sent by His Majesty
the King of Morocco on 28 February 1967 to the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations. In it His Majesty
stated that:

"The objective of our country is peace, which it
wishes to extend and consolidate through mutual
co-operation and coexistence. tI

The letter went on to say:

"[Morocco] believes that such a choice could be its
contribution to general prosperity, to international
stability and to the security of all peoples who
sincerely believe in the principles of the United
Nations, of peaceful coexistence and of international
co-operation. "

142. The ultimate aim of this coexistence and this
dynamic co-operation we are seeking is morE~specifi
cally the all-round development of man. The folly of
social, economic and technical under-development is
perhaps the greatest tragedy of our century. After
being for ages subject to the colonial yoke, vast sectors
of mankind are now a prey to all manner of difficulties
which prevent them from pursuing their development,
and at times jeopardize their very right to exist. The
bitter truth of what I say is no longer familiar only to
a handful of experts; it has become a known fact shared
by all men. No one canbe u~awareany longer that at a
time when a minority of mankind is enjoying over
development, millions of human beings in Asia, Africa
and Latin America are living in inhuman conditions.

143. There was a time when we spoke only of the evils
of ignorance; when we felt that the "transfer of know
how" was enough to transform sluggish econom.ies into
dynamic ones; when we thought that a few gHts handed
out to two thirds of mankindwould be a decisive contri
bution. But the crisis, instead of abating, has worsened,
and the danger has increased with the spectre of the
population explosion, the scarcity of food, the im
balance in the terms of.tr1:lde~ and the falling-off in
productivity and national income.
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155. The United Nations must put an end to this ex
plosive situation brought about by Israel's aggression.
The evacuation of the occupied Arab territories and
the return of hundreds of thousands of refugees' to
their countries which have been despoiled for more
than twenty years constitute the basic pre!equisite
for stability in that region.

156. Nor is there any need to stress that the re
currence of acts of violence in the region will in
evitably lead in the long run to further armed conflict,
for no country can tolerate the,installation of occupa
tion troops on its soil in defiance of all morality and
of all international law.

157. We hope and trust that the present session of
the Assembly will put an end to this flagrant injustice
and thus restore the faith of the peoples of the world
in the efficacy and the future of the United Nations.

whose prosperity, when all is said and done, is inter
dependent.

151. When the Third World countries plead for more
equitable treatment in respect of trade in their pro
ducts, the lifting of measures hampering the movement
of capital, and improvement of the conditions of both
multilateral and bilateral assistance, they are only
claiming what· is their due. This claim is the expres
sion of their awareness that they are fully-fledp-ed
members of an international community in a constant
state of growth, a community whose prosperity they
have actively helped to create by their natural re
souroes, their consumer capacity and even their
skilled personnel.

152. Here we must reject the allegation that the coun
tries of the Third World make less effort than their
under-development necessitates; on the contrary. No
sooner were they freed from the colonial system than
they have had to enter the race to achieve progress
with all the handicap of their age-long backwardness.
The task involved is Herculean; in other words a
realistic policy based on an objective appraisal of the
situation is essential. My own country has decided to
pursue this task resolutely, concentrating on the vital,
priority sectors of the nationr.l economy such as agri
culture, the training of skilled personnel, population
policy and industrial development geared to local
possibilities.

153. This sectoral approach to development is the
fruit of our conviction that with the limited means a
developing country is likely to possess, it is more
efficient to focus them on priorities which will en
gender fruitful activities for the population than to
spread them thinly over several sectors and not be
sure that any of them will really get off the ground.

154. I cannot conclude this statement without revert
ing to what we believe to be a crucial problem for the
future of the United Nations and appealing to all the
Members of the Assembly to examine, as objectively
and conscientiously as they can, the tragic situation
created in the Middle East by the Israel aggression
against the Arab States, and to reflect on the serious
effect which failure to condemn an overt and flagrant
act of aggression followed by occupation would be
bound to have on the very existence of the Organization,
and hence on the international situation.
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144. Of course, the more prosperous countries have
never ignored th,=,:se dangers and have even shown some
solidarity vis-a-vis the more hard-pressed countries.
But objectively speaking, can it be contended that this
awareness and this expression of solidarity have
always been commensurate with the needs? That is a
primary qUestion we have \the right to ask.

145. The United Nations has had the virtue of givin.g
the problems of development of the Third World
countries the attention they deserve in the present
state of the world by declaring the 1960s the United
Nations Development Decade. This well-timed initia
tive was reinforced by the creation of new organizations
such as the UNCTAD Trade and Development Board and
UNIDO, which have breathed new life into the struggle
against the obstacles to development.

146. While some have argued, justifiably, that the
Decade has been one not of development but of frustra
tion, we cannot but recognize that ithas greatly contri
buted to international awareness of the problems.
Clearly the assessment of the results at the accounting
level is somewhat disappointing. But the body of
knowledge and experience gathered over the last few
years will undoubtedly give a strong fillip to the next
Decade, for which the Committee for Development
Planning is already preparing guidelines and proposals.

147. Morocco associates itself wholeheartedly with
all efforts made along these lines in the United Nations,
and supports the suggestion of the Committee for
Development Planning that a charter should be adopted
for the Second Development Decade. However, my
country stresses the need for the charter to be in
keeping with the means available and not merely a text
filled with lofty ideals but devoid of realism. In this
connexion we note with everyday that passes that the
volume of assistance is declining, that lending condi
tions are becoming more and more rigid and that
domestic savings and available foreign currency are
below the level needed to purchase the equipment
essential for the development of the countries of the
Third World.

148. The aid policy of the industrialized countries is
tending to harden in a way which leaves the shaky
economies of countries with modest revenues helpless;
and we observe with some concern the growth of an
international economic malaise which, if not remedied
in time, might well involve the international community
in a crisis of which it is difficult to envisage all the
repercussions.

149. Hence, without wishing to pillory any particular
ric~ country or to criticize the meagreness of this or
that form of aid, we must point out that it would be
more useful if the developed countries, instead of
harking back to selfish theories of domestic balance,
were to recognize the inevitable interaction of eco
nomic phenomena in'the world.

150. The need for a reappraisal of the international
balance of economic forces is no longer in doubt.
Without this there can be no true and lasting economic
expansion for anyone. The question is no longer that of
ascertaining whether the vast market offered by the
Third World for products from the developed countries
can be dropped without danger for the latter, but rather
that of recognizing the common destiny of all nations,
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167. The Defence Minister of India quoted from a
statement of his Prime Minister of 5 April 1967.
Unfortunately it was the same Prime Minister who, at
the same time, said that India had nothingto negotiate
with Pakistan on Kashmir. I put the question: how
does one reconcile the two statements? Is it not
natural that such contradictions should paralyse all
progress? These are not rhetorical questions. I am
putting them to the representative of India because
it is by answering them that a meaningful dialogue
can develop between the two countries.

168. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
call on the representative of India, who wishes to
exercise hi s right of reply.

169. Mr. CHOWDHURY (India): My delegation has no
intention of using this august forum for polemical
purposes. The representative of Pakistan, however,
has again come to the rostrum to make charges, the
mere repetition of which cannot make them any more
valid. But I should like to make our basic position
clear. Our willingness to discuss all differences with
Pakistan on the basis of the Tashkent Declaration and
to resolve those differences exclusively by peaceful
means does not amount to giving up our stand in
regard to Jammu and Kashmir, which is a constituent
state of the Indian Union. As the Foreign Minister of
India had the occasion to point out in the General As
sembly debate last year:

"If each side were to insist on preconditions, would
we not be entitled to say to Pakistan that it must
first not only give up its point of view on Kashmir,
but also, as a prior condition for talks, vacate two
fifths of the Indian territory in Jammu and Kashmir
that it illegally occupied, and still occupies? n

[1423rd meeting, para. 249.]

170. The Government of India has always expressf'
its willingness to talk to Pakistan 'on any and a1J.
issues-I repeat, on any and all issues-at any place,
at any time and at any level. We believe that the two
countries must do everything to normalize their rela-
tions and to promote friendship between the two
peoples. We believe further that India-Pakistan rela-
tions, 'irrespective of any dispute, must be developed
peacefully, without resort to force, and that lack of
agreement on anyone issue should not hold up restora
tion of friendly relations 'between the two countries.
That is our basic poHcy, and we shall continue to
persevere in it.

171. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I call
on the representative of Somalia, who has asked to
speak in exercise of his right of reply.

172. Mr. FARAH (Somalia): r wish to exercise the
right of reply of my delegation to refer briefly to a
statement made in this general debate last week by the
Foreign Minister of Ethiopia [1579th meeting]. Ex-

pressing his own concern at what he called the nseJr.i.0.. u.s "I..~.,~~j..confusionn about what constitutes aggression, he has •

',,,. , ',. ,.' :r ,"'..

our position and India's. India claims that it is pre
pared for discussions on all subjects, including
Kashmir, at any time, at any level and at any place.
Yet it does everything to ensure that the discussions,
contrary to the Tashkent Declaration, do not relate to
the basic cause of the India-Pakistan tension.

158. We have been pleased to observe oflate a grow
ing Hwareness on the part of international public
opinion, which, after being misled at the outset by
massive Zionist propaganda, is beginning to under
stand Israel's true objectives, its policy of invasion
and annexation, and all the 9-estruction, suffering
and ruin that go with them.

159. We are convinced that the Assembly will do its
duty, soberly and justly. The tasks before it today
are heavy indeed, and call for the understanding and
goodwill of all. Everyone of us must give proof of
his desire for peace, his sense of international respon
sibility and of the realities of our world today. The
Moroccan delegation will spare no effort, as far as its
means permit, to ensure the success of our work.

160. Twenty years of existence and experience, a
number of crises satisfactorily overcome, constitute
a good beginning and could make this Organization the
ideal instrument of progress and understanding among
nations. In the spirit of the Charter, this tribune is
destined to be the meeting-point for a peaceful and
dynamic dialogue between ideas and men of all com
plexions and all continents.

161. Despite the convulsions which shake the world
today, Morocco would like once again to express its
confidence in the United Nations and to voice the hope
that the Organization will fulfil the aspiration of all
men and become the hub of a responsible policy at
world level, without ever betraying or distorting the
goals of the Charter.

162. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I call
upon the representative of Pakistan, who has asked to
speak in exercise of the right of reply.

163. Mr. PffiZADA (Pakistan): The Defence Minister
of India thought it necessary to reply to the statement
I made this morning [1584th meeting]. I note that he
did not refute anything I said on the substance of the
India-Pakistan question or the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir. He claims to have exercised restraint in
not referring to the Kashmir dispute in the course of
his statement during the general debate.

164. May I suggest that it was not restraint on his
part which prompted that silence. Obviously India
would prefer that the United Nations forget Kashmir.
The people of Jammu and Kashmir have no means
of making their voices heard here; it is, therefore,
Pakistan that has to remind the worldofthe continuing
denial of the right of self-determination to them.

165, I did not refer to anything which could even
remotely be considered an internal affair of India.
If India is willing to discuss all disputes-I repeat
"all disputes "-with Pakistan, then why is it that India
is not prepared to enter into negotiations with Pakistan
for a settlement of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute?
This is a very simple question; it admits of no evasion.
Let us have a forthright answer. Let the Defence Min
ister of India clearly tell us that India is prepared to
have meaningful negotiations with Pakistan so that the
dispute that has twice led to fighting may speedily
reach a just and final solution. Then all arguments
would cease and all polemics would become irrelevant.

166. It is the difference between genuine negotiations
and purposeless talks that reflects the gap between
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The meeting rose at 6 p.m.

improve mutual relations with the Governmp.!lts
directly concerned." [1569th meeting, para. 160.~

That is a desire, of which Ethiopia knows from con
crete steps and deeds by my Government.

174. In accordance with a proper interpretation and
application of the right of self-determination, my
delegation agrees that once a people have duly exer
cised that right, not only should their desire be
respected but the issue should no longer be raised
again. However, contrary to the statement made
before this Assembly last week by the Foreign Minister
of Ethiopia, it is a historic and incontrovertible fact
that the Somali people who were forcibly incorporated
into Ethiopia at the height of imperialism never did
exercise their right of self-determination.

175. I considered it necessary to correct the mis
leading statement of my distinguished friend on this
matter. It was all the more painful to my delegation
because at present active efforts are under way
between our two Goyernments to improve relations
between our two countries.

18

compounded that confusion. The Foreign Minister
virtually accused my country of aggression, the most
serious of all international offences, by claiming that
our support of the general right of self-determination,
and, in particular, our support of that right for the
Somali people in the areas adjacent to the Somali
Republic, was a form of aggression. He presented this
support of self-determination as a pretext for "the
design" of Somalia "for territorial annexation of a part
of" Ethiopia.

173. That charge constitutes an unfortunate mis
representation not only of my statement in this As
sembly but also of the basic policies of my country.
Earlier in this debate, to be precise on 27 September,
I explained in unequivocal terms the policy- of my
Government. This is what I said:

"The Somali RepUblic harbours no intention to
annex the territory of any State whatsoever, nor to
expand into any territory. Moreover, while the
Somali Government supports the desire for self
determination of Somalis living in the areas border
ing the Somali Republic, it is animated by the
sincere desire to leave no avenue unused which will
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