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'AGENDA ITEM '9
; General debate (continved)
1.. The PRESIDENT: The meeting is being called to
order fifteen minutes later than the scheduled time,

for which I tender my apologies to the Assembly. The
reason for this was a meeting of the General Com=-

mittee which went beyond the time that I expected it

would take. I trust the delegations will not take this
as a precedent,

2. Mr. BONILLA ATILES (Dom1mcan Republic)
(translated from Spanish): It is a great honour for me
speak .from this rostrum of the world Organization in
order to make known my Government's views and

. feelings on the many important _problems that are to
be discussed at the seventeenth session of the General
Assembly,

3." I should like to extend my sincere congratulations
to Mr. Muhammad Zafrulla Khan for his well-deserved

“election to preside over our del1berat10ns. His great .

learning, his long experience in the service of the
loftiest of international causes, his wisdom and ]udge-
ment are, as we have seen here, the attnbutes that
go to make a good President.

4, On behalf of the people and Government of the
Domihican Republic, I extend a hearty welcome to the
new States which are- Jomxng this family of nations,
Our welcome and our best wishes go to Rwanda,
Burundi, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago7 as also

tion and,” with the resclute co-operation.of the people
and the heip of the Alliance for Progressprogramme,
it has provided new opportunities for employment in
emergencoy\public works projects. The wealth amassed
under the dictatorship has been invested in adevelop=-
ment corporation which is using, for the benefit of
the Dominican people’and on behalf of that people, the
riches of which they had breviously been divested.

A housing programme has béen initiated; an agrarian
reform is being carried out, with the result that
hundreds of families have been settled on land pre-
viously occupled by the relations and henchmen of the
tyrant, The international credit of the R spublic has
been restored and the banking system has undergone
a scientific reconstructicn which will enable the
nation's wealth to be better utilized,

The Council of State also hias the honour, as care=-
taker Government of establishing, a democratic
system, based cn the will of the people, which will be
expressed in the course of free elections to be held
on'20' December, in which the attributes of the indi=
vidual citizen—those which lend dignity to man-=will
finally vacquire their full meaning, This task wili be
carried out with the valuable assistance of the'Tech=
nical Electoral’ Commission which the Dominican
Government agked the Organization of American
States to prov1de.

8. At the mternatlonal level the Dommican Repubhc
is preparing to fulfil all, 1ts obhgations and 1o co-
operate to the best of its ability in ensuring that the
international community and the juridical instruments
at its dlsposal shall acqulre the maximum efflcacy.

9. With that- end in v1ew, my country will abide by
all the declsions taken by the United  Nations, in
keepmg with the Charter on which it is founded and
in part1cular with the advisory opinion of the Interna=
tional Court of Justice whereby the -expenses incurred
in operations ordered by the Assembly shallbe borne,
together with the regular expenses, by all Members

of the Orgamzation. The Dominican Republic regards

compliance with these ‘decisions as an unavoidable
duty and ‘an: absolute necessity, not only ‘because it
is an obhgatlon under, the Charter. but- because it
implies support of one of the most important organsa

“of the Unlted‘Natlons—the organ whose basic funotion

to Algeria, whlch has just been admitted to the Umted‘

: Nations.

5. At home, the Dommlcan Repubhc has begun to

make amends for the cruelties, tortures, persecutions,
3 assassmatlons, deprivations and abuses inflicted on
'the Dominican,nation .by the tyrant ‘Trujillo, who was
_fortunately ‘brought to justice on 30 May 1961, by a

+ group . of natxonal heroes whose.two sole surviving

. ’members, Mr. Antomo Imbert Barrera and, Mr, Luis
v Amiama are. servmg on the Council of State. '

6 The present Government has undertaken to. attend
to the immediate needs created by the chaot;c situa=

is to. give ‘meaning and scope to the standards. of- .

international law. To dlsregard the' rulings of the
Internatlonal Court of Justlce ‘would be to undermme -

" the new, international order which the United. Nat1ons

is seeking to establish, It wouldj in fact,be a backward. :
step that would deal a severe blow to law and order

and would establish force as the: determlnmg factorA o

in relations between States. el

10, ‘With regard to dxsarmament and all that thls .‘

problem entails, _the Dominican. Repubhc considers'

“that the over-armed Powers are called upon-to end.
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the ‘state- of :mistrust-and. fear in. which’ ‘markind 1.:\\\

11vmg, by decxdmg to put an endsto the armaments A
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race. The world demands this because disarmament
is not a problem which affects the armed Powers
alone but is a general problem which concerns all
of us, since modern wars are not mere episodes
confined to the helligerents, but tragedies which
involve the whole of mankind,

11, One of the many problems which the Dominican
Republic views with concern is the piight of the under-
developed countries, Until these nations enjoy the
benefits of social justice and economic prosperity,
they will always be a prey to anxiety.and frustration
--sentiments which sow the seeds of unrest and are
the prelude to agitation and subversive ideas incom=-
patible with the atmosphere of peace in which peoples
wish to live, There can be no democracy or freedom
in a world in which poverty and social injustice
prevail, :

12, The twin concepts of freedom and democracy
will reach true: fulfilment when the efforts that are
now being devoted to the armaments race are used
to eradicate the causes of poverty and injustice, The
Dominican Republic accordingly commends and sup=
. ports the measures that have heen proposed in order
“to remedy this situation and especially the plan which

Is now in operation to promote social advancement -

and raise the level of living in accordance with a
- broader concept of freedom, as provided in the
Charter, It also fully endorses the remarks made
in a recent report by U Thant, the Secretary-General:

*If this Organization is to make the principles
enshrined in the Preamble of the Charter a living
reality, there must be no pause in the determined,
singere and contiicling campaign to reduce world

. tensions and host111ty. The people of the world whe
-continue to live in such a tense and surcharged
. atmosphere, replete with the ever present threat.of
total destruction, are entitled to look forward to the

. dawn’ of &’ new era-in which every man, woman and
- child in every country can be expected to live above.
weont and in dignity, at peace with themselves and
with the rest of mankind." [A/5201/Add.1, page3.]

13, In keeping with these ideas, the liquidation of
colonialism which must proceed at a faster rate
should not be restricted merely to the granting of
independence to peoples who have been subjugated
but must take on a broader dimension, The political
solution, in the form of liberation from all foreign
domination, is of paramount importance but is not
enough, It alorie will not appease the urge for eman-
cipation, Economic independence is just as important
as political independence, for until it is fully achieved
the bonds of colonialism will persist, As long as
those peoples remain in the background, as mere
suppliers of raw materials to the highly industrialized

centres, they will net have achieved complete freedom
nor will they have attained the complete happiness to
_which they have a right. It is therefore imperative
that the plan to which I referred just now should be
extended to include them, m a posntive _way._since

“ time..

14, Fortunately, in the Western Hemisphere this.

serious problem is being solved by the determination
of our peoples to put the programmes of the Alliance

for Progress into effect without delay; those pro--
grammes are’ already sapping the foundations of a -

feudal era which is: giving way to a "revolutionary
evolution”, as it has been termed by the President

‘ of the Dommican Republic and of the Councﬂ of State,

15, It is a pity that these programmes for soscia] .
progress are being constantly held up by the last=ditéh
efforts of reactionaries who are endeavouring to
retain their privileges and by the communists, who
see in it the defeat of their tactics, which are based
primarily on demagogy. Obstacles of the kind that are
now being encountered by the Alliance for Progress
were similarly experienced in Europe &t the time of
the Marshall Plan,

18. The impartial study of the ideological trends
which divide the world, is a privilege cithe free man,
Those of us who bear the grave and solemn respon-
sibility of speaking from this rostrum have an inesw
capable obligation to analyse the merits and demerits
of the two contending positions, So long &s the spectre
of man's destruction haunts a century thathas suffered
the tragedy of two world wars and a series of other
wars, confined to specific geographical areas, which
have decimated the youth of five continents, the weight
and significance of each word, of each phrase and of
each idea spoken from this forum must of necessity
be directed towards the promotion of a world-wide
desire for peace and justice for all, Peace and jus~
tice cannot be achieved by vitriclic attacks or by
slander and false accusations, by the use of demagogy
or by hasty attempts to impose a particular system
on a people without allowing it to listen to the debates
—not the fallacies and pretexts but the substance of
the ideas that seek to influence and guide the world,
The United Nations cannot and must not deceive the
nations of which it is composed, for if this were to
happen, civilization would find itself in a vacuum,

17, The Cuban situation and its implications for the
regional system has been referred to inthis Assembly
and we must therefore discuss it. The Cuban Govern-
ment has cut itself off from the rest of the hemi~
sphere by failing to meet the conditions which the
charter of the Organization of American States
prescribes for its members, We wonder what caused
the' withdrawal of the Cuban Government from the.
continental system, In order to answer that question
we must make a brief excursion into history, i

18, From the very beginning of the independence
movement in America, the struggle acquired a mys~
tique which lent it greater impetus and led it from
victory to victory, on to its final triumph, Basically,
the struggle was not for the scle purpose of gainmg
freedom but was also waged with the aim of improving
the system of government pr_evallmg at that time,
which was absolute monarchy in which the monarch -
was soverelgn ruler and proolalmed his powers to
be of divine origin.

19, After the United States achleved mdependence,
the concept=-not néw in theory but new in practice—
that the people alone are. sovereign began to gain
ground, This concept calls to mind Benjamin
Franklin, of whom it was. said: "He snatched the
lightening from the skies and the sceptre from the
tyrants", The sceptre of tyrants was the symbol of
sovereignty. Seized from its holder, it passed to 2
new sovereign—the people, Since then a new concept
has grown up in America, that of self-determination,
Each people decided its future as a free nation by
force of arms, whereby it severed its ties with- the -
mother country. But within the new boundaries of the -
State, the nation's destinies had to be decided by the
people, established ‘as the new 'sovereign, which,

unlike the earlier physical entity of the monarch or-
aspirant to the monarchy, was a complex, many-s1ded>
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being, made up of thousands of individuals whose -
cpinions, &s yet unknown, had to be expressed peace-
fully, in order to be able to respond to the truth, to
the new principle that only the people are sovereign,
Nil novi sub sole~nothing is new under the sun. An
old principle /as thus given a new application to
mest the needs of the times, which were represen-
tative democracy and eleotoral processes and proce=
dures. ‘ ‘ “

' 90, Having grown wary as the result of previous

experiences, the people began from the very outset.
to resist such expedients as acclamations at public
meetings and armed coercion, and to understand
that in oxder to ensure that the elections resulted in
genuine representation of the new sovereign, it was
essential to safeguard the process by guarantees of
all the civil liberties which were emoodied in the
constitutions and their amendments.

21, Latin America has ‘been engaged for more than
a century=-for reasons which I shdll not go into here,
owing to the shortage of time~~in a continual struggle
against the violation of these principles which were

. so dear to the founders of the various nations of the

gontinent, Each dictatorship set out with the sincere

.or feigned intention of remedying the deficienciés of

the preceding regime, It is equally true, however,

s

S

that each dictatorship has always tried to justify
itself by a show of respect-—naturally spurious—for
representative democracy, no matter what enormities
it committed against the rights of the people. -

22, Foremost among the:rights of-the people which
were viclated or suppressed‘was-the right to life,
which was abruptly ended.by¥therfiring squad of the
political opponent or by.theassasgin's dagger or
threatened by the dungeotr, Thenithere.was the depri-
vation of all liberties andsof:ithe:xight to a beiter
economic existence based onisacial justice and with-
out the sway of the traditional-oligarchies, feudal
practices and the near enslaveme'xt of the less privi=-
leged classes.

23 When the inter-American system was established
this century~old tradition was incorporated into it as
a basic principle; thus the exercise oftrepresentative
democracy is an essential requirément for member-
ship of the group. Renunciation of this principle
implies automatic exclusion from the system -and it
was this principle that was rejected by the Cuban
Government when it announced its adherence to
Marx1sm—Lemmsm. ; :

24, It should be made clear that the system has not
set itself up as a stern accusor to browbeat Govern-
ments which, owing to temporary circumstances or
to more or less' prolonged lapsés, have departed

:.from the basic tenets of the system, This is a mistake

“that de‘nocratic Governments must strive to correct

25, It can readily be ‘seen that the Juridical and
political .standards of the. inter«American system"

entails the following progressive series of conditions:

. (&) respect for human rights; (b) exercise of the in-

herent - freedoms of the citizen, without which no

~ opinion- can be expressed; (e)° free elections, with

rnallority and minority representation of the: people,

a8 appropriate; (d) freedom not cnly to: constitute a -

govérnment™ by means of elections but also to-replace

it by the same ‘means.” These are 'the conditions for

~ ‘ach1eving representative- democracy- and through it
i ~and only through 1t—self-determmation. ‘

25, Parallel with theése concepts, there has also.
developed, as an intrinsic part of the system, the
principle of non-intervention, which has been of in~’
estimable value in promoting inter-American rela=.
tions and has been the staunch defence of the weaker
nations against the stronger. At times, this very
principle has served certain regimes as a pretext
for retaining power in outright violation of demo-
cratic’ precepts; at other times it Has served as a
pretext for evading action that should have.been
taken,

~n

27, We are sure, however, that though the principle
of non-intervention has not yet taken final shape it
will eventudlly be defined in harmony with the new
concept of the inter-dependence of States engaged in
a common undertaking.,

28, Against this background the Eighth Meeting of
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, at Punta
del Este, adopted resolution VI, which reads as
follows: ’

"Whereas :

"The inter-Amerlcan system is based on consist="
ent adherence by its constituent States Vo certain
objectives and “principles of solidarity, set forth in
the instruments that govern it;

"Among these objectives and principles are those
of respect for the freedom of man and preservation
of his rights, the full exercise of representative
deinocracy, non-intervention of one State in the
internal or external affairs of another, and rejection
of alliances and agreements that may lead to inter-
vention in America by extra-continental Powers;

"The Seventh Meeting of Consultation of Ministers
of Foreign Affairs, held in San Jos&, Costa Rica,
condemned the -interve‘nti’on or the threat of inter-
vention of extra-continental communist Powérs in
the hemisphere and reiterated the obligation of-the
American States to observe faithfully the prmciples
-of the regional organization-

"The' present Government of Cuba has 1dent1fied
itself with .the .principles -of Marxist-Leninist
ideology, has established a political, economic, and
social system based on that doctrine, and accepts

- military . assistance from extra-continental com-
munist Powers, including even the threatofmilitary
intervention in America on the part of the' Soviet
Union; - .

c,

"The Report of the Inter-American Peace Com= °

mittee to the Eighth™ Meeting of Consultation of
‘Ministers of Foreign Affairs establishes that: 'The
present’ connexions of: :the Government of Cuba with
the Sino-Soviet bloc of countries are evidently
‘incompatible with the principles and standards that
‘govern the regional system;- and particularly. with
" the collective security ‘established by the" Charter
of the Organization: of Amencan ‘States and ‘the
' Inter-American Treaty- of Reciprocal Assistance’

"The above-mentioned’ Report of the Inter-Ameri- ‘

cab Pedce Committee also states that: "It is evident

“that the ties of the Cuban Government-with the Sino- N

Sov1et bloc will prevent the said Government from -
fulf{fling the obligations’ stipulated in the Charter of =

‘ sistance'* * ‘ ;
"Such ‘a sxtuation in an; American State violates

R

" the Orgamzation and the Treatyof Reciprocal As- _‘; ,

the obligations inherent in membership. n-the re= ¢

gional system and is incompatible with that system-

L
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. "The attitude adopted by the present Government
"“of Cuba and its acceptance of military assistance
- offéted by extrarcontinental communist Powers
- breaks -down the effective defencé ‘of the inter=
American system;-and ) .

"'No member state of the inter-American system
can “claim the rights and privileges; pertaining

~ .thereto if it denies or fails to recognize the cor=

responding obligations. o
"Declares: :

"1, That, as.-a consequence of repeated actd, the
- present’ Government of Cuba has voluntarily placed
-itself outside the inter-American system,

\'. "2, That this situation demands’ uncaasing vigx-
lance on the part of ‘the member States of the
Organizatioh of American States, which shall repo t
“to the Council any fact or situatlon that could ey
danger the peace and security of the hemlspherze.

'n3, That the Amencan States have a collective
. interest in strengthening the inter-American system

- and.reuniting it on the basis .of respect for human "

. rights :and the prmcxples and objectives relative to
the exercise of democracy set forth in the Charter
of the Orgamzation, and, therefore

"Resolves :

.M, That adherence by any member of the Orga=-
_nization of American States to Marx1sm-Lenimsm

. is incompatible with the inter-American system

..and the alignment of such a government with the
commumst bloc breaks the umty and sohdarlty of
the hem1sphere. _

-, "2, That the present Government of Cuba, whlch
has officially identified itself as a Marxist-Leninist
Government is incompatible with the principles and
objectlves [ / the inter-American system.

M3, ‘That this’ 1ncompat1b111ty excludes the present

: Government of Cuba from partic1pat10n in theinter-

. American system, .

5

"4, That the Couneil - of the Orgamzatmn of.

" Ameérican States and the other organs and organi=
“'zations of the inter<American system adopt without
delay measures necessary to comply w1th this
reeolutlon.".l./ i

29 The consequences of this resolutlon are revealed
in the following communiqué, which has the distinction
“of havmg been’ approved unanimously by all the
Forelgn M1n1sters of ‘Anigrica, ‘or their represen-
tatlves, ‘at’ the ‘recent informal ’ meetmg held - at
Washmgton. The commumqué reads as follows

"Ins their 1nformal meetmg held 1n Washmg-
ton, D.C., on-October 2 and :3, 1962, the Foreign
-'AT-Mlmsters and-Special Representatlves of American
‘- ‘Republics 'discussed in a spirit of strong friendship
- and.co=operation the serious problems that face the

‘rWestern Hemxsphere. . :

i "Although the 1nformal character of the meetmg
‘.iprecludegi sformai- declslons or.resolutions, which

" .i.are in the competence. of the appropriate bodies .of

¢ i:the OAS, -the meeting was marked by extraordinary
3 ”sohdarlty on inattersaffecting the’ security and

o

66 Pan-Ameriéan Union. Washington, DiCes 1962. R AT

well-bemg of the hem1spher1c system. The Mmlsters ;

 “among the American nations.

-regime ‘
. readiness to consider the matter promptly if the

ey

reviewed the resolutions adopted at the Eighth Meet~ ‘

ing of Consultation-of Ministers of Foreign Affairg,
the progress made in response to'them, and further
steps which might be iaxen to give effect to those
resolutions,

"During the meeting it was manifest that at the
present Juncture the most urgent of these problemg,

* is the Sino-Soviet intervention in Cuba as anattempt

to convert the island into an armed base for come
munist penetration of the Americas and subversion

~ of the democratic institutions of the Hemisphere,

"The meeting reiterated its adherence to the

‘principles of self-determination, non-intervention

_and democracy as guiding standards of relations

"The meeting reflected the opinion that now moge
than ever it is necessary to strengthen the system
of representative democracy and to redouble the
efforts being made to bring harmonious progress

the the peoples, and the earliest and most effective

improvement in their standard of living, within the
framework of the Alliance for Progress, and with
the most complete respect for human rights, Special
consideration shall be given to ‘expanding markets
and increasing prl(,es of Latin American prlmary
products.

"The meeting reasserted the firm intention of the
Governments represented and of the peoples of the
Americ¢an- Republics to - conduct themselves in
accordance with the principles of the regional
system, staunchly sustaining and consolidating the
principles ‘of -the Charter of the Organization of

American States, and affirmed the will to strengthen”

the ‘security of the Hemisphere against all aggres=
sion from within or outside the Hemisphere and
against ~all developments or situatiozs capable of
threatening the peace and security of the Hemis~
phere through the application of the Inter~American
Treaty of ‘Reciprocal Assistance of Rio de Janeiro,

"It was the view of the Ministers that the existing
organizations and bodiés .of the inter-American

system should intensify. the.carrying out:of their -

. respective duties with special. and urgent-attention -

to -the .situation created by the Marxist=Leninist .

in Cuba. .and that. they should stand in

situation requires measures beyond those already
authorized. .

"In the 1deologlcal struggle against’ communism,

..destroyer.of-man's liberties; the meeting expressed
. the desire that. the resources. and methods mherent
- in the democratic system should be mobilizel to

brmg the peoples to realize fully the difference
between totahtarlamsm and democraoy. ) :

- "The meetmg reaffirmed its. repudlation of res

‘presswe measures ~which, under the pretext of
‘ 1solat1ng or combatmg communism; may facﬂitate’

the "appearance or strengthenmg of doctrines’ and

":‘methods ‘which attempt to repress ideas of social
‘progress //and to confuse 4ruly- progressive” ‘and
~democratic labour organizations- and cultural andi
S pohtloal movements w1th commun st subversmn. N

. "The meetmg observed that the mter-American:
regmnal 'system has had since its beginnings char-
. - acteristics of its own that. are expressed in specific
:.provisions agreed upon- by . 2: community of “natiohs
~»»for 1ts collectlve -security: and therefore, that; :&



1150th meeting — 11 October 1962 @

;nilitary intervention of communist powers in Cuba
““cannot be justified as a situation analogous to the
- defensive measures’ adopted in other parts of the

Free World in order to face Soviet imperialism,

‘"The meeting expressed the need for undertaking
thé., actions called for by Resolution VIII of the

Eighth Meeting of Consultation 3f Ministers of .

Foreign Affairs, especially paragraph 2, also in-
cluding the use of their ships in the Cuban trade,
in the light of the new developments taking place
. in Cuba, It also called upon all other independent
A_féOuntries to review their policies in this regard.

j} ( o d : : "

\\ "The meeting agreed that it is necessary for the
countries, in accordance with their laws and con-
stitutional precepts, to intensify. measurestoprevent
agents and groups of international communism from
carrying on their activities of a subversive nature,

"The meeting recalled that the Soviet Union's
intervention in Cuba threatens the unity of the
Americas and of its democratic institutions, and
that this intervention has special characteristics
whick, pursuant to paragraph 3 of Resolution II of
. the Eighth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of

Toreign Affairs, call for the adoption of special

measures, both indwidual and collective,

"The meeting observed that it is desirable to
intensify individual and collective surveillance’ of
the delivery of arms and implements of war and
all other items of strategic importance to the com=

mtamst—regime of Cuba, in order to prevent the .

secret acc‘imulation in the island of arms that can
be used fox\ offensive . purposes against the hemis=
‘phere, Qi

, "The meeting concurred in the w1sh ‘that studies
be undertaken urgently, in accordance with"Resolu=-
tion II of the Eighth Meeting of Consultation of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, of the transfer of
funds' to the other American Repubhcs for subver~
sive purposes, the flow of subversive propaganda
and the t tilization of Cuba as”a base for training
‘in subvers1ve techniques.

Al

"The meetmg voiced the trad1tional fraternal af-
fection of all the American peoples for the people
of Cuba and their deep sympathy for the victims

. of the présent regime, and expressed the hope that
the Cuban people may return as a full member of
. the democratic American family of na.tions under
2 government compatible with the purposes ‘and

: pr1n01p1es of the mter-nAmechan system.

30, With the deliberate intention ‘of distortmg the
facts, an attempt has been made {0 represent the
case of Cuba as g conflict involving that country and

the United .States alone, to the total exclusion of the

‘Latin American. Republics. This concept of course,
does not correspond to the facts, as is amply demon-

strated by the Puntz del Este documents and those,

of the Meetmg of Foreign Ministers at Washmgton to
which I have referred, Fromthe very moment that
the Government of Cuba turned its back on demonracy
and its contractual obligations under thé inter-Ameri-
.- can system andbeganto Violate-often L. Vexry seriously—
“ the spirit .and. letter .of treaties- and .conventions of
v1tal lmportance to. the continent, an extremely sen'ious
.orism“ rose between the Cuban (?sovernme/'J % gl the
- Cubin “people. and bet\'\een the Cuban Govei/nm and
the Government and peoples of rest of An}erica.

,the struggle between East «and West, between

31. ‘The Communist propaganda-line, which is de-
signed %o convey the impression thata conflict exists
solely between Cuba and the’ UnitedStates is damaging
to Lalin America because it seeks to make Latin
Americek appear as if it were a group.9f republics
which ariz not conscious of their own responsibilities
and are {ncapable of discerning the imminent danger
to which they are exposed. This danger is caused by
the existence of a Government which, on American
territory, has turned the land of José Martf, the great
apostle of freedom, into a Sino~Soviet centre for mil=
itary and political cperations and for the ideological
subversion o6f the democratic institutions of all the
American nations, of their Christian ethics and of
their peaceful coexistence:

32, Owing to its excepc/{onal political mihtary and
economic relations wi/A Russia and Communist China,
the Communist Government of .Cuba constitutes a
threat—-unparalileled in the history of the hemisphere-=
to the peace, security and sovereignty of. the American
States.. - — Q

33.” The problem is not a quarrel or conflict betwee"n
Washington and Havana,In an inter~American context
it is a conflict betwzen Cuba and the republics of our
continent, just as within a world context it is part of

de=
mocracy and non-democracy. -

34. (,onvinced as we are of the greatness of the

nations that are Members of the United Nations, we, -

find' ouselves asking the following question, which we
have no nes1tation ian putting to this august Assembly:
are there. any peopies whose views arenot legitimately
represen\ted (here? S S

35, Of necessity, and in oréer to do ]ustlce\) to the
profundity\of t’he idea behind this question, we must
begin by saying that the Governnient of the Dominican
Republic was not bornh of popular elections but of
popular acceptance, won by cénduct based on uruzni=
able freedoms, on ¢lear-cut guarantees, for the honest
citizen, on the equitable administration of justice and
above all on the firm determination of the President

of the Republic and the members of the Council of ©

State to hold elections in full view of any.interna-
tional observers. who _may wish to witness them.  For,
not only is it not afrg 1d but it is anxious for the world ™
to see the -triumph ‘of the will of a people which, for
more than three decades, has been pining for its
fréedom behind the prison bars of Trupllo's unpre-
cedented tyranny. T

36. Thus, on 20 December, the Dominican Republic

/\v1ll select a Government through the proper and free -

~exercise of the right to vote. In the certainty that this
will come to pass, I appear before you with the pround
humility. of one .who knows that. he is not-one of the
elect but: simply a <hervant -of western c1v111zation
with ‘every right to ask: are there any peoples: whose

tl

views aré not legitimately represented here? .. .

37t The people seek peace—but not the peace ‘of the
firing. squad of of the prisons packed with’ politica’

opponents whose only crime was to disagree with the -

regime ' in power. ‘The people ; ‘seek: ‘peace~=tut not

456

L v

-5) -

]

peace: born .of .the ‘sufferings of exile or peace-born ' \‘

of the daily flight of those-who risk their. hvestto
escape. The: people: segk-peace~but. not peace which
- does away Wlth ‘the: freedor of the -Press,- which
stifles. the thoughts -of men: after’ robbing them ‘of
their right’to: speak and- turns them into terrorized:

w
Al

cy

-

b

‘beings .who tremble in the presence of the ageuser, .
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‘who may send them to- the scaffold on a truxnped-np

charge, The people seek peacewbut not peace which
prevents the worker from exercising his right to
strike or robs the universities of their independence
or compels the peasant to carry a gun to defend ideas ,-
which-he does not understand,

£8: The people seck peace~-but not peace which robs
families of their loving children in order to send
them away for indoctrination, whence they return so
devoid of all filial affection that they inform on their
parents. The people seek peace--but not peace that
prohibits the holding of wieetings in the fear that
genuine elections will show the world how unpopular
the leaders of the day really are, The people seek
peace==but no peace which exports subversion, unrest
and conspiracy to neighbouring countries, which are
thus 9ondemned to live in a state of Constant anxiety,
defending their democratic institutions. The people
seek peace, but it is a different kind of peace, It is
the peace which hélps to eradicate all those evils,
to remove the”threat of war, subversion, hatred,

unrest and terrorism., The peace that promotes =

understanding, industry, culture and happiness.

39, ‘Lastly, it is the peace which allows people to
worship their own God and gives us the freedom to
beg ours, from this high rostrum, to guide the United
Nations in its search for a way to live together in
dignity, in peace without fear and Justxce without
humihatmn.

40 ‘The PRESIDENT: It might be convenient for the

Assembly “if, before calling on the next speaker, I
were to make a statement with regard to the question
that was discussed in the Assembly during the morn-

“ing’ meetmg yesterday [1149th meetmg]
41, 1 am happy to be able to report to the Assembly

that the delegates who did me the honour to meet with
me ‘yesterday afternoon to couisider further the ques-
tion of the date of the elections to three of the prm—
cipalorgans of the United Nations came to an ami-
cableaccord on that matter. Those delegates included
the. delegates of all States which are likely to be af~-
fected hy the elections to the Security Council, but I
trust that what they agreed to will meet with the ap=-
proval of the Assembly and I shall, of course, be
only too happy% to give effect to thelr w1shes. :

42, Those delegates were in egreement that ‘con~
Members had been’
admitted: into .the Orgamzatmn sane of them on.y as
recently as three days ago :ind all of them since the

beginning of this session~gnd- tha\‘ ‘those new Members

. miglit not have had tinde o’ make themselves familiar
. with’ all the procedures, methc'ls and factors bearing

on: -elections to three of the L,‘Ampal organs of-the
Orgamzatxon, it ‘was desirable that those elections
should. be postpcned -for -about & week: Within that

linzitation: the “delegates were- w'llmg to leave it fo

‘me ‘to detérmine the date and time- of ‘the electiong,

havmg regard to the requlrements of proper arrange-
ments for the dlspatr-h of- the Assembly's busmess

next week N Lo

43,1 had. hoped that whlle I 'was makmg thls state-

-‘mént T should be able to indic¢ate to the Assembly the.

meeting of the General Committee to- thet Assembly

datesyon’ which the elections would ‘take place, But'l

- ~had already-scheduled a meeting of the General Com=
*mittee to.consult it on certain ‘aspects of the arrange=-

ments of the business of the Assembly next week, and
‘1 have not yet haa time=as I ¢aime directly from the

£

e L

w—

mesting this morning=sto consider theactual arrange=

. ment of that business, I hope, however, to be ahle tgy

do that during the course of the day, and I trust that
I shall be able to inform the Assembly tomorrowof ~
the date on which the electicns will, take place, One
of the considerations I have in mind is that the ay-
rangement of business should be so ordered that, as
far as can be-foreseen, no contingency should arise
which would disturb the date that might be announced
for those elections, 2

44, While I am on the arrangement of business I
wish to mention to the Assembly a factor of which
representatives themselves are fully aware, namely,
that we are now in the closing stages of the general
debate and that whereas, in conformity with tradition,
it has been my purpose so to arrange the oxder of the
general debate that it should meet with the wishes
and convenience of all delegations, we are now ata
stage where, in turn, I may have to request the dele-
gations which have still fo speak to co-operate with
the Secretariat and with me to make it easier for us
to arrange-the rest of the order of the general debate,
To this end certain transpositions=I hope not too
many-—might be proposed which, again subject to
their convenience, I trust the delegations concerned
might be willing to'accept.

45, I trust that what I havesubmitted tothe Assembly
meets with its approval, and since I hear no objection
I shall take action accordingly,

46, I call now on the representative of Saudi Ara‘nu.

47, H R.H, Prince FAISAL. (Saudi Arabia)zl- M,
President, it gives me pleasure at the outset in this.®
Assembly to express to you my wholehearted con=
gratulations on your election as President of the
General Assembly during its present session,

48, I do not have fo introdu¢e Muhammad Zafrulla
Khan' to this Organization, He is too well known for
his wide and notable participation in its-activities
during past years. Nor do I have to mention how well
versed he is in internationhal affairs, nor to mertion
his singular ability in deahng thh international
problems. Indeed, this rostrum is the best” witness
of the various stands which he hag taken in defence
of freedom and justice;

49, It llkewxse gives me pleasure to express 'ny

warm greetmgs on the independence, and subsequent

admission, of five friendly States to this international

Organization; namely, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamalca,

Rwanda, Burundi, and, last but not least,” Algeria

which only" recently has mghtly joined! the community :
of free and independent nations.. Soverelgnty, which- *
is one of the corner=stones of the United Natlons has
indeed .been’, vmdlcated by the ao'mssmn ae these o
States. ' 5 o ‘

50, t

As my" "memory takes me back to the San Franq- i

_cisco Conference whers ~ve had-met to lay the founda= .

tion of this. international urgamzatlon, today I.rejoice
to find. the United Nations has more than doubied its'
membershlp. I.«m ‘also deeply gratified that many

nations in Africa’ind ‘Asiahaveachieved their freedom.

and mdependenr‘e. It is my fervent hope that the United

‘Nationg will Lmeome more: complete by. the advent of
;ndependent States iricreasing its membership, as it

is our duty to continue our efforts on vehalf of thosev
yearnmg for freedom and mdependence. Inasmuch as) .

iR

"2/ Prince Fatsal spoke ‘in Arabic, f[’lte anllsh verslon of hi ’state-n :
ment Wss supplled by the flelegation. 4 ~ ? oy S

I S
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e whould all work for a frge andindependent Angola,
o should alsc join froces for the eradication of
aolal” disorimination, particularly in South  Africa.
1 the Congo, we believe that the national unity-of
wat country should be upheld and respeoted. For the
mited Natlons to be worthy of its existénce and-the
rinciples of its Charter, it should safeguard buth
istice and national sovereignty for all, and endeavour
y prevent the violation of the principles. of inferna=
onai law and all other principles enunciated in the
mited Nations Charter, .

1. 1 feel that on this ocoésion I'must express my
%ofound appreciation for the agreement which has
een concluded between Indonesia and the Netherw .
3s on New Guinea, and I seise this opportunity to':

¢agratulate U Thant, the Acting Secretary-General,~

or his’ efforts in bringing this agresment to a suc=
essful end. It was through his tact and wisdom that
o was able to remove the dissension that had existed
etween two Member States of the United: Nations.
| Thant accomplished this on the basis of the recog=
ition of the right of self-determination and national
overeignty.

2. When I looked at the agenda of this session I was
ndeed astonished to find that a good number of the
tems -with which we are seized today happen to pe
he same as these which had been ineluded in the
genda of previous sesijzions, One of the most impor-
ant and ui‘gent questions is disarmament. ‘Tha whole
orld is_'intensely disturbed by the fact that this
fiomentous question is still being remitted from one
esgion t/o another without taking asingle step towards
. solution which would bestow hope fur peace and
tability to manking; The thing whichindeed magnifies
ur fear and deepens our anxieiy is the armaments
'ace, which is resorting to efficient and highly tech-
dcal weapons for mass slaughter and destruction,
[owever, what is most regrettable is that 1a spite of
he fact that the nuclear Powers are aware of the
angers of nuclear war, they have not been able fo’
each an agreement which would allay the fears of
nankind in this and future genérations. ;

3. Nuclear tests are continuously being carried out
n the atmosphere and underground, notwithstanding:
1l ithe United Nations reports that have stressed the
aigers of such tests. Despite all this, all efforts to
top nuclear tests have failed. We regret that the
‘ighteen—Nation Disarmament Committee which con=
ened in Geneva last spring has not met with the
uccess expected of it by the whole world.

4 -We have .ot lost hope“that all parties concerned

ill reach an agreement. However, it is the duty of

is. Organization to strengthen peace, on th> basis of

ight and Justice, and to save mankind and civilizaticn.
rom annihilation on this earth. We implore 2il the:
owers concerned to do away with differentes sepa=

ating.them so asto create a favourable atmosphere

1:which the United Nations .will be able to fulfil for

¢ whole world the old dream of )ouildmg a. new

aternational community free from the menace of ruin

nd ‘destruction, - All that I, have mentioned s0 far

)uches upon world peace. "

5 When it comes to peace and stability in’ the

liddle . East, it is the duty of those who ‘constitute

1e ‘Arab- nations/to inform the United Nations that
g us, without -any - doubt, the sole “issue-.which.

weatens peace in that area is the questicn of
‘alestine, .- G . ey

0

_ supreme law-of the: world

56, Ever sinco the United Nations adopted the reso=
lution [181. (II)] Jor the partition of Palestine and the
establishment of Israel, pejce has heen continuously
jeopardized, The emergsence of Israel constituies &
conspicuous tyranny like which nothinghadheen known
before in history,

57. Palestine is an Arab homeland and its legitimate
owners are the Arabs of Palestine. Fourteen years
have elapsed since the Arabs have been proven right
i their warnings concerning the danger of creating
Israel in tho heart of the Arab world. One million
Arabs have- been scattered, their property: seized, -
their cit;bs and villages occupied and pillageduall
thie while thousands of Zionist immigy:.ats continue
to pour into the land where the Arabs have livedsince .
time immemonrial,

* 658, I do not intend to dwell at length on this human

tragedy, as our delegaticn has had the opportunity of.
discussing in detail all the aspects of this question.
However, I should like to confirm to this Organization
that we will never abandon or give up Palestine as an
Arab country, and we will continue to exert all our
effoxts so that the Arab people cf Palestine shall live
in their land and thereby enjoy their freedom, inde~
pendence, and national sovereignty, Having:made this-
declaration on ‘the Palestine question, I find it my
duty to express our deep concern regarding the sup=-
plying of rocket weapons to Israel=this same Israel
which has been kncwn to the United Nations as an
aggressor and violator of the United Nations,Charter,
this same Israel which has been repeatedly condemned
by the Security Council as a flagrant aggressor. We:
maintain that supplying Israel with weapons will incxte )
it to further aggression.

-

59. I cannot let this occasion pass without drawing
the attention of the Assembly to the question of Oman, .

which we believe has ‘also to do with the issue of

justice and independence. We are one withour brethen .

‘of Oman in their struggie for freedom and indepen-

dehce. Wercall upon the United Nations touphold their
right ‘to self-detérmination,- as has been the case of:
all the peoples who had achieved their freedom‘and
independence. - Y. .

60. Before leaving this rostrum, I would like to

- express theI hope that the United Nations will tackle

internatio‘na} ‘problems in conformity with the prin— g‘
ciples of the Chisrter. \

6l. Now that ‘United Nations membership has sub- ‘
stantiaily "increased, we expect this (r)rganization to

~ gain in strengthmwhile iarching with- steady’ steps

towards its goal, so° that peace and justice may '

.prevail and thereby pave the way, for the progress

and happmess of all ‘mankind,

> 62 Mr. RAKOTOMALALA (Madagascar) (translated

from French)? Mr, President, allow me <first of all
to cifer you' my: delegation's sircere congratulations i
on your election as *President of the General'Assembly .
at its seventeenth session, Our Assembly has’ gamed ;
in stature by selecting, as its guide and arh}ter, _

" mar of high moral; and- intellectual standing.."Of ‘all

_the high oifices you chave heid in’ the  ¢ourse of a
brilliant career, 1 shall only ‘méntion that .of judge at
the International Court of Justice. To: ‘thig office’ ‘you -
brought”not only your undisputed legal knowledge buf; -
a keen sense of duty and ‘the profound conviction
that right and“\iustice, and not. might should be the
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* 63, As an eminent Asian-you will carxy on the tra=

dition of ti:at great African, Mongi Slim, whopresided
over outr deliberations at the sixteenth session with

discernment and distinction and whose election was a

source of legitimate pride to all Africans,
64. I am also happy to welcome the admission to the

*United Nations of five new Members: Jamaica, Tri=

nidad and Tobago, Rwanda, Burundi and Algeria, In
a few days' time we shall, no doubt, be extending an
equally warm welcome to Uganda, which will bring
the number of our Membexrs up to 110. We offer them
our hearty congratulations and we hope that they will
work in peace, harmony and wisdom for the good of

v their peoples.

65. Rwanda and Burundi have a special place in our
affections because it was the United Nations that

.decided that they were ready for independence, They

gave proof of their maturity in the weeks following
their liberatiory ard, eager to demonstrate their in=
terest. in the African and Malagasy Union, they joined

+ug at the Conference held recently at Libreville._/

66, We must also congratulate the United Kingdom,
Belfium and France, which have given this proof of

. their devotion to the ideals of thke United Nations

Charter. p

Mr, Seydoux /‘ ?rance).
Chalr. . 4

67. As fox /Algeria, it‘is with dee;i emotion that ‘my

Vice-President. took the

‘country welcomes ' this proud and-heroic people to

the - community. ‘of nations, The fighting has now
ceased after seven years of bloodshed and sacrifice.
The "peace of the brave" for which General de Gaulle
hoped has come to pass. o

68. Once again France has reminded the world that
since 1789 it has baen the cradle of liberty; in less
than. eight years, it has given eighteen. African
countries their freedom and its prestige has never

" stood . so high; moreover it is still providing dis-.

interested aid:to some of these countries. As a great
journalist wrote recently, "It is now drawing dividends’
from its generosity".. = . . : @

.69, The improvement in the political situation in the

Congo is* a source of great satisfaction to us. We

r‘sincerely hope that the plan drawn up by Secretary~'
_ Genéral U Thant, on federalist lines will succeed, in

ending the ‘present difficulties and that’this country

~ can be reunified.as soon as possible, Our friends in.

the =African and>Malagasy - Union. 2iid we ourselves

., Teel that Katanga is an/integral and ingseparable part

of the, Congo’ - We appeal to the wisdom of the

Congolese leaders and -people to‘ehsure tkat reunifi=
’cation_ois achievéd without there being any need to

resort: to. coercive- measures. My . Government, for’

“its. part considers that'thé matter should be settled

«by the Congoles€ and between the Congolese.

70, ‘Tn four dayd" time the Malagasy Repiblic will b5

oelebrating ‘the .third anniversary of iis-
"lfhroughout this crucial period. of its history, there’
: ha;

:been no. _disturbance of law and order and our

" democratic institutions ‘have functioned smoothly:-<a

enate; a.Government: based on a (parliai\iientary

President I hilibert Tsiranana, whoﬂ Was the son of 8-
: { "‘eldtrom 11 to 13

:-and Mnlaguy Union,

“foundation, .

- National: Assembly,: freely -elected by universal suf=
:of] ag ' hortlyﬁafter the proclamaticn of independence,

majorit, an'd' at the highe tlével, a Head of State,- .

i «West Africa and Nyasaland. We shall go on with the.’

—

cowhexrd, as he himself likes to recall, and xose, step
by step, to becomne the chosen and reapected leader
of his ‘country, Under his guidsiide we achieved inde~
pendence peacefully and soberly. In our country, all
the fundamental freedoms are safeguarded and our
people live in peace and calm, The opposition froely
exercises its rights and all opinlons are expressed
openly, without fear,

71, 1 should like to remind you that Madagascar is .
a mosale’ of various ethnic groups, whouse -eighteen

tribes have none the less learnt to live together in

harmony and perfect friendship, on & tiny continent

where everything breathes calm, industry and hap-

piness, 1 only give you this background because it .
serves far better than any long speeches to convey

my country's attitude towards the grave and some=

times dramatic' problems which will be discussed by

this Assembly.

72, Upon its admission to the United Nations the
Malagasy Republic affirmed its faith in the principles
of the Charter and its firm determination to do all in
its power to ensure that they are respected,

73. We are convinced of the need to uphold the
authority of the Sécretary-General, who, now that he
has the services of his own hand=picked staff. should,
be free to take on his own initiative, necessary steps
to apply the decisions of our Assembly. My delegation
would like to pay a tribute to the efforts made by the
Secretary-General, whose competence and courage it
commends, It hopes that he will be unanimously re=
elected to office and is confident that he will intensify
his efforts to give the new Member States an oppor=
tunity for greater participationxln ‘the administration
of our Organization, in partictlar by arranging for
an increasingly equitable distri bution of posts in the
Secretariat. .

74. One of the priuciples. of the Charter to which
my country is particularly attached, is the right of
peoples to independence through self-determination, '
In all’ circumstances my delegation will subordinate
its actions to this principle, which it will place above
all other considerations. It was for that reason that
it was faced-with the painful duty of withholding its
support from the Agreement which decided the fate
of West Irian [See A/5170, annex], for it felt that
the right of the 700,000 inhabitants of this country.
_~freely to decide their future was, not adequately safe=
‘guarded in should have been exercised immediately’
upon the completion of the: United Nations mandate.

- A large part of my, country's - population is of the
same origin as the peOple of Inoonesia- my country
can therefore have none but Iraternvg eelings towards
the latter., Now that a majority of: ‘}.e/Assembly has:
ratified the. Agreement, my delegation earnestly;
appeals to:the Indoresian Government and people and" -
to the United Nations to regard it as their duty, when.
the time comes, to respect the inalienable and sacred
right of: the people of West Irian freely to deoide their
//)wn future, + -

/’75 We want to see the right of self- determination
ascorded to all the peoples -whom ' the, events of the.
" past > twenty-five years -have cruelly and unjustly
divided: Germany, Berlin, Korea, Tibet and Viet=Nani.:
And above all we. want that right for all our-Airican. ”
\brethren who are still Under: foreign rulei:We ask it;»
we .demand -it, for Angola, Mozambique; the enclave
of ’Cabinda,.: Northern and Southern Rhodeasia, 'South

R 7 ﬂ
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work that has been done in the Committse of Seven=
toen,¥ on which we have the honour to serve, Wo
consider that, in future, only those States whioh
recognize the right of the peoples at present undex’
their rule.to self-determination” and independence
ghould be entitled to a seat in this Assembly, We axe

“also resolutely opposed to the policy of raciai dige:

orimination practised in such placaes as South Africa,
which ig an intolerable violation of the most sacred
rights of the human being.

76. In this, we shall be faithiul to cur undertaking to
respect the splrit of the Charter and we know that
we are expressing the profound conviction of all
Afrioans when we say that their independence will
pot be fully and finally assured until all African
peoples, free or {freed, take their place in this
Assembly,

77, The Malagasy Republic is couvinced that the
union of all the African States is essential if this aim
is to be achieved. This union can only be brought
ghout in respect for the integrity and independence of
each country. Casting aside vague and dangerous
-illusions, the Malagasy Republic fcels that it wouldbe
unrealistic and even hazardous to try to rush matters
and to strive immediately for a form of union-that
would not respect these principles and for which, in
any case, neither the peopie or the leaders are yet

ready. : ‘ 3

76. The first step is io.achieve agreement on certain
broad principles and general courses of action and,
to borrow an inspired phrase used by the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Cameroon, to proceed by
means of laxrge concentric circles.

79. Taking this realistic approach, the ‘Malagasy’

Republic’ and eleven African States, dominated by the
same ideal of peace through wisdom, formed the
African and Malagasy Union and the African and
Malagasy Organization for Economic Co=operation,

- Broadening this firm basis for union still further, the

Malagasy Republic joined the so-cail"d }KMonrovia
group. which at the Conferince recently held- at
Liagos®/ decided to co~ordinate the efforts})f twenty=-
one African countries and Madagascar sp that we
shall all work together for the mgintenance of peace-
on our continent and for the betterment of our peoples,
No one is debarred from these groups, They are open
to all who uphold the same ‘principles and they are
,prepared to give/‘a fraternal welcome to anyone who
wants to sit down with them and discuss all matters’
of interest. to Africa and the rest of the world,

80. My Government feels, however,. that' in view.
of the pressing- -political and, above all, economic
problems which face us, no group of countries, howe
ever powerful; can live in a vacuum. bonsequently,
ever since’ France, as a result of freely ¢onducted®
negotiations, - granted us independence aid inter=
national sovereignty, the Malagasy Republib has en='
deavoured to maintain and even to\strenéthen the
ties of trust and affection which have ) 'ormet;i hetween ,
our "two -countries over the years, Genuine co-bpera-
tion, safeguarding the sovereignty of each State, has,

been initiated, Furthermore, in circumstancés condu~ -

civ/e sto both freedom and dignity, my country acceded
*—_—,—. j > 0

47§ Special’ Comiiiittee on :iie Situation. ‘with regard to the implemen-
tation ;of the Declaration on thé Grlnting of independencé to Coloniai
_-Countries and. Peoplés, * - B

’ J Conference of the Heads of African and Mahgasy States. held i‘rom L
" “sSecond committee. 620th meeting.

‘ 25 to0 30. January 1964. e

{

to the Treaty of Rome,$&/ whioh has, cnabied trade
relations to bhe estabiished between the six Euxcpean
countries and the assoolated. African countries, for
the benefit of all parties concerned, I should empha=
size here that there is nothing, absolutely nothing, in
these agreements that can impaiy our independence
or dignity, that they could never stand in the way of
our industrialization and that they in no'way prevent
us from trading freely with any other country in the
world, regardless of any such considération as the
political allegiance of the country concerned,

81, Pursuing both in the economic and the political
spheres, arealistic policy based on peaceful coexist=
ence, Madl&gascar intends to maintain friendly irela=
tions of mutual trust with all countries without excep-
tion, The only condition on which we absolutely insist
is that these relations must never entail any interfer-
ence in our domestio affairs.

82, The developing countries enthusiastically wel=
comed the generous initiative which led to the historic
decision to institute the United Nations Development
Decade [resolution 1710 (XVI)]. The excellent surveyZ/
carried out by Secrely) ry-General U Thant and his
staff provides us with a solid' and realistic basis
and ‘we hope that the various stages envisaged will
be completed promptly so that the enormous gap

- —whose dangerous and explosive potentialities have

been stressed by many speakers—between standards
of living among the different sections of the world's
populat on may be diminished,

83 Spurred on-hy its Head of State” and by an

energetic Government, my country for its part has
resolutely set out on the arduous road to economic
independence, Proceeding with the. plan which he
described to the Second' Committee in November
1959,8/ President Tsiranana is steering our economy,
whieh is still baswally agricultural,o towards indus-

+ trialization,

84, A radical policy for progress and development
was initiated three years ago. While broader achieve-
ments and large-scale programmes are not being
neglected, a considerable proportion of-this action is -
directed towards giving each peasant direct assist=
ance and raising his level of -living. Co-operative“
activities have been greatly intensified. While léaving
scope for private initiative. omulation and free com=:*
petition, its purpose is to ‘establish large groups-of

producers, farmers and craftsmen, to control the * -

profits of middlémen and, in shoxt, to ensure that the
producer ‘réceives the optimum remuneration for his
iabour and higs efforts, - : ol ;

85. In the social field, there have’ been Smportant
achievements. Technical training has proceeded €pace
so that our country may be equipped with the neces-.
sary cadres, ,The® University of Tananarive, or -,
"Charles de Gaulle; Foundation" as it is called, will
shortly: . become & focal point for' the, dissemination"

of ‘culture’ and: learning throughout . :the: whole"area of ~
. the Indian Ocean. Primary and secondary education T
“are making rapid progréss; in 1962, 7,955 classes :

will be providing 500,000 Malagasy. ohildren with an.
eduoation. A nation-wide drive to promote co-opera- L

: _/ Treaty eaubiishins the Eu.ropean Economic COmmunity. signed [N
Rome on 25 March 1957, ¢ i

7/ United_Nations Development Decade—Pro osals for ctio‘i Unitedl':
Natiens publication, Sales Noii 62ILB2. - = ;

8/ See Official Recerds of the Genernl Ausembly, Fourteenth Session.
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tion, initiated by the Government, has resulted in
concerted sotion for the complete eradication of
illiteracy, even in the remotest corners of the
Malagasy bush,

In the matter of publlc health, the more serious
tropical gndemic diseases are dying out and, in some
areas, malaria and leprosy have been .completely
eradicated, Madagascar is grateful for the valuable
assistance provided by the World Health Organization,
But the demographic curve of our population, which
is one of‘the highest in the world, presents increas-
ingly acute social problems every year.

87. Although it is now concentrating on weighty
problems of internal reorganization, the Malagasy
Republic cannot remain indifferent tothe international
issues confronting our Organization, on some of which
our very survival depends, Foremost among these

- problems are. disarmament and the elimination of

atomic weapons, -

88. My country, which is firmly in favour of simul-
taneous and controlled disarmament, hopes that the
great Powers will agree without delay to discontinue
tests of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons, as a
first decisive step towards the total abolition of these
monstrous weapons, We entreat them to heed the
anguished appeal of world public opinion, The dis-
continuance of these tests is to “be sought not for
Africa alone but throughout the entire world.

89. As many speekers have pointed out, the vast
sums that would be released as a result of the reduc=-

“tion and- subsequent abolition of armaments could be

used to transform the face of our planet and to banish

: hunger, poverty and the problem of under—development
'90,. Since the sixteenth sessmn, we have all been

" admiring the conquests made in the realm of outer

<

space, which have con51derably broadened the di-
mensions of the world in which man is evolving., We

heartily congratulate the Soviet and American astro-

nauts and scientists on their exploits and hope that
the “United’ Nations will promote agreements that will

prevent these admirable achievements from becommg

mstruments of war and destructmn.

91, I shouid now-like to say afew words on matters,

relating to the internal functioning of our Organiza="

tion, As nearly. all speakers have pointed out, the
increase .in membership calls for structural reforms

- and improvements in methods, It is essential that‘the

92, As regards the. methods of work of the General “

© . Litho in UN e . LA T u';;v‘.;,» e

prmc1pal organs, such as the Security. Council and

‘the: Economic and Social Council, -should be. enlarged,
>so that the new Members may have an opportunity of

expressmg their v1ews. :

Assembly, my- delegation welcomes the comrnéndable

.initiative taken by President Mongi Slim, who has
submitted a constructlve plan® [se¢", A/5123] No.one

is better -qualified than this veminent - specialist- to

suggest the necessary 1mprovements and alterations, '

' and my delegatlon hopes that before we conclude our

i P
U
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session we shall have drawn up a set of provisions
that will expedite our work and make it more fruitful,

-'The General Assembly might well decide that a study

of the Mongi Slim plan should be undertaken, either
by the General Committee or by a small ad hoc sub=
committee, This is a field in which politics have no
place, so let us ieave it to the experts.

93, The year 1962 has been one of anxiety and un-
certainty for the world, But although the atmosphere
is still constrained, we can at least note with relief -
that no new armed conflict has broken out in any part
of the globe and that; on the contrary, the fighting
that was still going on at the beginning of 1962 has
come to an end in the Congo, in Laos and, above all,
in Algeria. Let us thank God and liope that, at least
until the eighteenth session, the guns will be silent
and all disputes will be settled peacefully with the
help of the United Nations, which embodies the con-
science of the world.

94. Let us seek to dispel the suspiclons and mistrust
which still divide the world .into two groups so that
they mas ~settle their differences in peace at the
conferendy table, by means of free negotiations undera-
taken in good faith and in a sincere desire to allay
the enxieties of miilions of men, women and children
who are deeply concerned about the fate of the world,
This is the hope which my country, its leader and
Government cherish at the outset of the seventeenth
session,

95. The PRESIDENT (iranslated from: French): I -
give the floor to the representative of Israel, who

. wishes to exercise his right of reply.

96. Mr, COMAY (Israel): T wish to refer briefly to’
the statement made this mornmg by the represen-
tative of Saudi Arabia,

97, . In 1947, the United Nations rejected overwhelm=
ingly the clalm that Palestine should become an Arab”
State, In 1948, certain Arab countr1es invaded Israel

in order to destrov it. That attempt to settle the'
matter by the sword was a fallure.

98 ‘Fourteen years afterwards and:thirteen years'

-after Israel has been a full and equal Member of the
" United Nations, it seems that Arab spokesmen should

have learnt nothing since 1948. What is more remark~

-able. 1s that those spokesmen.should complain about.
'Israel's existence, should practise. policies of hel-

ligerency agdinst it and, in the same breath, should
also- complain that Israel should have the capacity to
defend its existence, :

99, As. my Foreign Mlmstnr, Mrs, Golda Meir, has_
already made clear, if there are differences; between:
Israel and any neighbouring States, those differences.

can- and . should be resolved by peaceful negotiatlon<,

and not by war. That is all we want, and that is-the:

. only..course wlnch could be tolerated,by this Organi—

zatlon.

E The’irz‘:eeting"rose,éét 12;15 p‘.‘.m.i S
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