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INTROCUCTION 

1. In setting up the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law the 
General Assembly, in resolution 2205 (XXI), underlined the importance of 
establishing collaboration and appropriate working relationships between the 
Commission and organs and organizations concerned with the progressive 

harmonization and unification of the law of international trade. The importance 
of collaboration was also stressed in the Sixth Committee's discussion on this 

it-e m-J 3 as well as in many of the comments on the work programme of the Cormmission, 
submitted by Member States, organs arid organizations pursuant to section III, 

21 paragraph 1 of the resolution.- 

2. The following provisions of section II of resolution 2205 (XXI) deal with this 
matter,: 

A. Paragraph 8 provides that the Commission shall further the progressive 
harmonization and unification of the law of international trade by, inter alia: 

"(f) Establishing and maintaining a close collaboration with the United 
Nazions Conference on Trade and Development; 

"(s) Maintaining liaison with other United IWdons organs and specialized 
agencies concerned with international trade;" 

B. Paragraph 12 reads: 

"The Commission may establish approprial;e working relationships 
with inter-gcvernmcntal oqgnizations -arid intern&tic&l nonmgovornmental 
organizations concerned with the progressive harmonization and unification 
of the law of international trade." 

3. The purpose of this paper is to provide the Commission with information that 

may assist it in determining what action it wishes to take i.n implementing the 
foregoing provisions of the resolution. 

I. COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS CCNPlW?,NCE ON 
TRADE AND DE~LO'L'IUNT (UNCTAD) 

4. In addition to the above-quoted paragraph 8 (f), .the following provisions of 

the resolution refer to WCTAD: 

--- .-- .a 

-1/ 
See Report of the Sixth Committee, ascument A/6594, paragraphs 22-25. 

21 See A/CN.Y,& and Corr.1; A/CN,9/k/Adcl.l, 
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The eleventh and twelfth preambular paragraphs read: 

“Havinrr in mind the responsibilities of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development in the field of international 
trade, 

“Recallina that the Conference, in accordance with its General 
Principle Six, has a particul.ar interest in promoting the 
establishment of rules furthering international trade as one of 
the most important factors in economic development,“. 

Section II, paragraph 10 reads: 

“The Commission shall submit an annual report, including its 
recommendations, to the General Assembly, and the report shall be 
submitted simultuncously to the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development for comments. Any such comments or 
recommendations which the Conference or the Trade and Development 
Beard may wish to make, including suggestions on topics for 
inclusion in the work of the Commission, shall be transmitted to 
the General Assembly in accordance t,rith the relevant provisions 
of Assembly resolution Ii.995 (XIX) of 30 December 1964. Any other 
recommendations relevant to the work of the Commission which the 
Conference or the Board may wish to make shall be similarly 
transmitted to the General Assembly.” 

5. In accordance with the foregoing provisions of paragraph LO of the resolution 

the Uni-Ced Nations Conference on Trade and Development or the Trade and 

Development Board, having received the annual reports of the Commission to the 

General Assembly, may make comment- 0 or reconsiendations relating to the 

Commissionf s rep9rts: these comments or recommendations may also include 

suggestions on topics fcr inclusion in the work of the Commission, In addition 

to the comments or reccmmendations relating to the Commission’s annual reports, 

the Conference or the Board may make any other recommendation relevant to the 

work of the Commission. 
,- 0. ‘The comments and recommendations as well as suL+gesti.ons on topics, referred 

to in the preceding paragraph, are transmitted by the Conference or the Doard to 

the General As.:emb.Ly in accc>ki~nce vj.th the vel.evant provisions of resoluticn 

Il.yy’j (XIX) cste.bblj.shinG UHCTAD. Thus any commenl~, recommendations or 

suggestions on topics madc by the i’onferenct~ cm the Board, together w’ith any 

comments thereon as the Assembly may wish to ;nakc, :~ou:Lci reach the Comnios ion 

-through L;hc Genera1 Assembly . 
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11. On the basis of existing agreements providing for reciprocal representation at 

meetings, the Secretary-General invited the following inter-governmental 
organizetions to attend the first session of the Commission as observers: The 
Hague Co,clference on Private International Law, the International Institute for 

the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT) and the United International Bureaux for 
the Protection of Intellectual Property (BIRPI). In addition, the Secretary-General 
of UNCTAD was invited to assign a member of his staff to attend the first session 
of the Commission. 

12. A letter was sent to the following organizations informing them of the date 
and place of the first session of the Commission: 

A. Specialized agencies: Ebod and Agriculture Organization, Inter-: 
Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, International Civil Aviation Organization, 
International Labour Organisstion. 

B. Other inter-governmental organizations: Bank for International Settlements, 
Central Office for International Railwav Transport, Council of Europe, Customs 
Co-operation Council, European Economic Community, General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, Organization of 
American States. 

c. International non-governmental organizations: Afro-Asian Organization for 
Economic Co-operation, European Insurance Committee, Institute of International Law, 

Inter-American Institute of International Legal Studies, International Air Transport 
Association, International Association for the Protection of Industrial Property, 

International Association of Legal Science, InLernational Chamber of Commerce, 

International Chamber of Shipping, International Juridical Organization for 
Developing Countries, International Law Association, International Rail Transport 
Committee, International Savings Banks Institute, International Union for Inland 
Navigation. 
13. The organizations selected were those that, in replying to the invitation 

sent by the Secretary-General pursuant to resolution 2205 (XXI), hl-ld sent comments 

on the work programme of the Commi ssion or had manifested their interest by 

descri.bing their own activities or expressing readiness to collaborate jlith the 

Commission. In addition, these organjzntions have been placed on the mailing list 
for iiocutnents relating to the activities of the Commission (i.e. the documents in 

the A/CT?.9 series). 
I . . . 
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1.8, In this connexion, t.he Commi.3:; Ion mi.f;ht alsc ccnsider ;:het,her agreements should 

be concluded erith other orp,onizationa especi~~lf:; concerned with internation:~l bode 

I.0 \,I * 

13. 3ioul.d I;he Commission not wish to rnc:kv? a decision on this question at its 

f’irst weslon I it might request the I:ccret:lriot to consult furthC;:r hith the 

orgunizationa concerned, :~nd relprt an (.ho matter to the Cammission at its second 

session, 

;2. Relationshil;s w:i.th OtliW? orgnni72tions -. 

20 . In responding to the invitation to comment on the ::ork ;.rogramme of’ the 

Commission a number of organizations referred tr ways and means to establioh some 

form of co-oper3tion with the Commission. ?:hile the .!ll’ricar, lX?~elopaent Bank, the 

International Bank t’or Reccnstruction and L’evelo~.awnt (1BRD) 2nd the Org-nization 

f’or Ecor~oi.li 2 Co- operation and Development (OIXD) only rqucsted to ‘be kept informed 

on the l,!ork done 1.1~ the Commission, &her organisations /e. I;$ Intornationsl Civil 

Aviation Organiz~~tion (ICAO) I Intel.+-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization 

(IMCO), International 1’~ csoci:~tion of Leg:21 Science7 e;:pws;;cd :;il.linr;mess to 

co-operate \r.it!t tne Commicrion bb furni:;hing all information on tl1e:i.r wrk T<rhich 

itil~ht be r~l’ interest. to it, Other oqanirations bank f or Internations!. Settlements 

(BIS), United Intcrncl~tion21 1Jureaux for the Protrr:tion of Inteilectuol Prqerty 

(BIREI), Council. of’ Eurol?e, Int.err:stional Juridical Organizntion for Developing 

Cowbrics (IJO), International Latin Institute of Commercial La;:, General Agreement 

on Tariffs :,nd 71r:ide (GXT), International Labcur Orsr:n.is:-Ition (ILO), Internetion.: 

Union of Marine Insurance, Noticrsl /isseziation !>r Crcdi t 14un~~emcr:t, Organiz~;t.ion 

of fwerican 32~te-5 (Oi\S), mmrimJ expre ssed rendi~.ess lx colLltiornie 5 it!] the 
Commission by yartlcipttind in the ;;wk tc: be done. 

21 . f\ v:lrioty 01’ arrangements exist regulating the rel.3tionsti.p lxtwecm difl’crent, 

United ;\Jat;iono orgns and i.ntc~-governmcl~tal rind non-. governmr~n-to1 orgnni zz tions . 

In 0dil.i. i ion to t.l:(‘: ‘,<;rcr writs :. irl: :~jlCCi.,liZCd ,:k;S;lci 13:: 1*e-L’c2rred to -in , ar3Gr;;pll 9 

:lbOW, r.uch i~r:e~:nj~ewnI::; r:~nlrc~ J > 1% 1’:: i,hc ccnnultati.vc :;tltl1s f;i vc-~1 to certain 

non-~:r~val:ni:lcln!;.~~. or~p:~.i..~~~ ? i on:; u:lilcr 1-1:~ t,cl,::,r of Cconcwic znd .;x:i.‘ll Council 

resol:lllorl I %:‘I (); ) 1,~) ;>d hoc rr:loir .ic~,nhi 1,:; -e--- i>s-tul:liskicd by vasi.c::w Ur:i:tcd IQ:? ions 

orjyns l/Ii Lb sd2c-tc-‘cl intol--o wvi‘rnmeni83. org~:r:i;::~tionr:. . 

/... 
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22. Sn considering what would be the most suitable l;yl~e of relationship to be 

established with inter-governmental and international. non-governmental organizations 

the Commission might wish to take into account the procedures followed in this 

respect by the Trade and CeveLopment Board. 

23, Rule 78 of the rules of procedure of the Trade and Cevelopment Board- provides 5/ 

that representatives of specialized ogencieo, the 1:nternntionaJ. /itomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA) and the inter-governmental. bodies which are designated for this ~JUrpoCX by 

the Conference or the Board, may participate, without the right to vote, in the 

deliberations of the Board and its subsidiary organs upon the invitation of the 

President or Chairman, as the case may be, on questions within the scope of their 

activities. Under the same rule, written statements of such inter-governmental. 

bodies, related to items on the agenda of the Board or its subsidiary organs, are 

to be circulated by the Secretariat to I;lember s of the Board and the subsidiary 

organs concerned. 

24. The inter-governmental organizationc* L) e.o designated a.lso have the right,, in 

the same tiay as the specialized agencies, to propose items for the Board Is 

provisional agenda, and to be heard by the Poard on the inclusion of -the item. 

They also have the right to be notified in advance of the Board t s sessions, and to 

receive the provisional. agenda, 

25. As regards international non-governmerrtal orgsnizations, Rule 79 oi’ the rules 

of procedure of the Trade and Development Board provides that non-governmental 

organizations concerned \lith matter s of trade and of trade as related t0 deVelOlJment 

may designate representatives to sit as observers at public meetings of the Beard, 

its sessional committees and subsidiclry organs. The Secretary-General of the 

Conference, in consultation with the Bureau c.: the Aoard, from time to time 

prepares a list of such organizutions for approval by the Board. UrJOn the 

invitation of the President or the Chairman, as the case may be, and subJect to the 

approval of the Board or of the subsidiary organ concerned, non-Gover;neill;3:1 

organizations may mokc? oral statemcnLo on ma ttcra t~i.thin t.h.2 scope of -their 

activities. :.‘,ri.tten statements provided t:ly nLn-eovc3rnmen-l:L11 bodies, .rel.!~tetl to 

items on the agenda of the Board or of its subsitli.ary organ:;, are LO lx-: circ:uJ.:lte4 

by the :;ecre%ari:;lt to Inembers of I;he l.3oard and the subsidiary or,;:.n cc?nccrncd. 

151 ~,-..L~,~ LI I..JNC!PAll Rulc~. of Procc!dure OS t,hc Trade and L'ev~~Lop~enC Board (Uni-ted Nu 1::ions 
;,ublxLc:ati.on :;al.w No;6tJ.T.L3 . 

----- 

j., . 



A/CN.9/7 
English 
Paae 9 

26. Should the Commission decide to adopt the procedures of the Trade and 
Development Board, mutatis mutandis, it would be necessary for the Commission to 
designate the inter-governmental organizations authorized to participate in 
meetings of the Commission, and the international non-governmental organizations 
authorized to sit as observers, 

27, At this stage the Commission may wish to designate those organizations which 
are directly concerned with the whole range of the activities of the Commission. 

In addition, other organizations specializing in topics which are of particular 
concern to the Commission, might be designated for the purpose of the consideration 
of such topics. It is of course understood that the Commission would be free to 
make additions to, or deletions ?rn the list of designated organizations. 
28. It should be noted that, owir to difficulties encountered in the application 
of the procedures relating to participation of non-governmental organizations in 
meetings of the Board, such procedures are currently under review by the Board 
itself. Furthermore, in the light of experience the Board, at its fifth session, 

decided that, on the basis of the pertinent provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 1994 (XIX) it would be desirable to supplement the provisions of 

rule 78 by a procedure whereby inter-governmental organizations could be invited, 
on the recommendation of the UNCTAD secretariat, to participate on an ad hoc, 
rather than continuing, basis in the meetings of the Board of particular concern 
to them.b/ Such arrangement is similar to the one envisaged in paragraph 2 of 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1267 (XLIII) B.l' 

6/ See Designation of Inter-Governmental Bodies under Rule 78 of the Rules 
of Procedure, Note by the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, TD/B/123; and 
llnited Nations Conference on Trade and Development, Report of the Trade and 
Development Board (25 September 1966 to 9 September 19671, A/671L, 
paragraph 223. 

17/ "The Economic and Social Council... 
"2. Furt!rer invites the Secretary-General, where he considers it would 
help to further the aims and work of the Council, to propose to the 
Council the names of inter-governmental organizations outside the United 
Nations syst;em that should be represented by observers at sessions of 
the Council; these organizations may participate with the approval of 
the Council and without the right to vote, in its debates on questions 
of concern to them;". 

/ . . . 
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29. It is understood that these ad hoc arrangements relating to inter-governmental 

organizations have been working satisfactorily. As an alternative to the procedure 

indicated in paragraphs 26 and 2’7 above, the Commission might therefore consider 

applying the ad hoc procedure described in the preceding paragraph, on an 

experimental basis, to inter-governmental organizations, except for the specialized 

agencies and other inter-governmental organizations whose relationships with the 

United Nations are governed by separate agreements (e.g. UNIDROIT, the Hague 

Conference on Private International Law, BIRPi). The same procedure could also 

be applied to the Commission’s relationships with international non-governmental 

organizations. 

30. Aside from the foregoing arrangements relating to participation in meetings, 

the collaboration between the Commission and inter-governmental as well as 

international. non-governmental organizations may also be assured by other suitable 

means, including informal consultation at the secretariat level., exchange of 

information and documents. Where appropriate, these informal arrangements could 

be extended also to organizations which, while not included amoxlg those designated 

or authorized by the Commission for the purpose of participation in meetings, are 

interested in specific aspects of the harmonization and unification of the law of 

international trade. 

-s-w- 
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