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I .  PROVISIONAL AGENDA
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٤*. I n t e r n a t io n a l  s a le  o f  goods

(a )  D ra f t  co n v en tio n  on p r e s c r ip t io n  ( l i m i t a t i o n )  in  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s a le  
o f  goods
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7 . I n t e r n a t io n a l  com m ercial a r b i t r a t i o n

8 . T ra in in g  and a s s i s ta n c e  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  law  

و . Yearbook o f  th e  Commission

10. F u tu re  work

11 . D ate o f  th e  s ix th  s e s s io n

12 . A doption o f  th e  r e p o r t  o f th؛  e  Commission

I I .  ANNOTATIONS TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Item  1 . Opening o f  th e  s e s s io n

The Commission a t  i t s  f o u r th  s e s s io n  d ec id ed  t h a t  th e  f i f t h  s e s s io n  sh o u ld  be 
h e ld  in  New York from 10 A p r i l  t o  3 May 1972 w ith  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an e x te n s io n  
u n t i l  5 May 1972. 1 /  The f i f t h  s e s s io n  o f  th e  Commission w i l l  b e  convened a t  
10 .30  a.m . on 10 A p r i l  a t  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  H ead q u a rte rs  in  New Y ork.

Item  2 . E le c t io n  o f  o f f i c e r s

To conform  w ith  a  d e c is io n  o f  th e  Commission a t  i t s  f i r s t  s e s s io n ,  th e  
Commission would e l e c t  a  C hairm an, t h r e e  V ice-C hairm en and a  R ap p o rteu r. 2 /

Item  3• A doption o f  th e  agenda; t e n t a t i v e  sc h e d u le  o f  m eetings

A t e n t a t i v e  sc h e d u le  o f  m e e tin g s , w hich was s e n t  t o  th e  members o f  th e  
Commission w ith  th e  announcement o f  th e  s e s s io n ,  ap p ea rs  h e r e in  as s e c t io n  I I I .

, In  view  o f  th e  volume o f  work read y  fo r  c o n s id e ra t io n  a t  th e  • se s s io n , which in c lu d e s  
th e  ex am in a tio n  o f  th e  d r a f t  co n v en tio n  on p r e s c r ip t io n  ( l i m i t a t i o n )  in  th e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s a le  o f  goods ( ite m  ٤+ ( a ) ) ,  th e  t e n t a t i v e  sch ed u le  co n tem p la tes  t h a t  
th e  Commission may f in d  i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  ex te n d  th e  s e s s io n  u n t i l  5 May.

1 / R eport o f  th e  U n ite d  N ations Co!!؛m iss io n  on I n t e r n a t io n a l  T rade Law on th e  
work o f  i t s  f o u r th  s e s s io n .  O f f i c i a l  R ecords o f  th e  G en era l A ssem bly, T w e n ty - f if th  
S e s s io n ,  Supplem ent No. 17 (A/8U17) , h e r e in  c i te d  as UNCITRAL, r e p o r t  on th e  f o u r th  
s e s s io n  ( 19 71) ,  p a ra .  162 .

2 /  R eport o f  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  Commission on I n t e r n a t io n a l  T rade Law on th e  
work o f  i t s  f i r s t  s e s s io n ,  O f f i c i a l  R ecords o f  th e  G en era l A ssem bly, T w e n ty -th ird  
S e s s io n ,  Supplem ent No. 16 (A /7216) , p a r a .  1 W .+؛ ith r e s p e c t  t o  th e  p ro c e d u re  fo r  
co n d u c tin g  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  r e f e r e n c e  may be made to  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th e  Commission a t  
i t s  f i r s t  s e s s io n  co n ce rn in g  th e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  th e  r u le s  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  
p ro c e d u re s  o f  com m ittees o f  th e  G en era l A ssem bly, ib id .. , p a ra .  16 .



A/CH،9/S8

At th e  second  and t h i r d  s e s s io n s  th e  Commission s e t  up two Comm ittees o f  th e  
W hole. At th e  f o u r th  s e s s io n  th e  Commission found i t  u n n e c e ssa ry  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
Committee o f  th e  W hole, s in c e  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  p ro p o sed  l e g i s l a t i v e  t e x t s  w ere in  
th e  co u rse  o f  p r e p a r a t io n  by w orking g ro u p s , and th e  Commission d ec id ed  t h a t  i t  
w ould be  p rem atu re  t o  ta k e  d e c is io n s  about such p ro v is io n s  u n t i l  f i n a l  t e x t  i s  
p ro p o sed  by a w orking  g ro u p . 3 /  The Working Group on P r e s c r ip t io n  has  now ؛
su b m itte d  to  th e  Commission a  d r a f t  c o n v e n tio n , and i t  i s  ex p e c te d  t h a t  th e  
Commission w i l l  w ish  t o  g iv e  d e t a i l e d  c o n s id e ra t io n  to  i t s  p r o v is io n s .  In  view o f  
th e  tim e  r e q u ir e d  f o r  such c o n s id e r a t io n ,  i t  i s  ex p e c te d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be  n e c e s sa ry  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  Committee o f  th e  Whole w hich would m eet s im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  p le n a ry  ؛ 
m ee tin g s  o f  th e  Commission f o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  th e  second  w;eek  o f  th e  s e s s io n .
The t e n t a t i v e  sc h e d u le  o f  m eetings ( s e c t io n  I I I )  makes p ro v is io n  f o r  such a 
Committee o f  th e  W hole. I t  would a ls o  be  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  Committee o f  th e  Whole t o  
meet d u rin g  th e  t h i r d  week o f  th e  s e s s io n  i f  th e  Commission f in d s  t h a t  i t  r e q u ir e s  
more tim e  fo r  th e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  c e r t a in  item s th a n  i s  en v isa g e d  in  th e  t e n t a t i v e  
sc h e d u le .

Item  U. I n t e r n a t io n a l  s a l e  o f  goods ;

(a ) D ra f t co n v en tio n  on p r e s c r ip t io n  ( l i m i t a t i o n )  in  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s a le  
o f  goods

The W orking Group on P re s c r ip t io n ,  a t  i t s  t h i r d  s e s s io n  (30 A ugust t o  
10 Septem ber 1971) com pleted  a  d r a f t  co n v en tio n  on p r e s c r ip t io n  ( l i m i t a t i o n )  in  th e  
f i e l d  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s a l e  o f  goods. The t e x t  o f  th e  d r a f t  co n v en tio n  ap p ea rs  in  
annex I  t o  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  W orking Group (A /C N .9 /70). A commentary on th e  d r a f t  
co n v en tio n  ap p ea rs  in  addendum 1 t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .  S tu d ie s  and p ro p o sa ls  c o n s id e re d  
by th e  W orking Group and comments su b m itte d  by Governments a f t e r  th e  s e s s io n  o f  th e  
W orking Group a re  s e t  f o r th  in  addendum 2 . The Commission w i l l  a l s o  have b e fo re  i t  
a  n o te  co n ce rn in g  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  W orking Group (A /CN .9/R .H )•» 
a  n o te  co n ce rn in g  a l t e r n a t i v e  methods f o r  f i n a l  ad o p tio n  o f  a  co n v en tio n  in  t h i s  
f i e l d  (A /C N .9 /R .1 2 ), and amendments p rop o sed  by Norway t o  th e  t e x t  o f  th e  d r a f t  
co n v en tio n  (A /C N •9 /R .9 ).

To f a c i l i t a t e  f i n a l  a c t io n  on th e  d r a f t  co n v en tio n  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  s e s s io n ,  th e  
Commission may w ish  t o  re q u e s t  th e  W orking Group t o  meet .during  th e  s e s s io n  t o  ta k e  ■ 
accoun t o f  th e  Com m ission’s comments on th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  d r a f t .  The t e n t a t i v e ,  
s c h e d u le  p ro v id e s  f o r  a  p e r io d  l a t e  in  th e  s e s s io n  f o r  a r e p o r t  by th e  W orking Group 
t o  th e  Commission.

(b ) U niform  r u le s  g o v ern in g  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s a l e  o f  goods

The Commission a t  i t s  f o u r th  s e s s io n  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  Working Group on th e  
I n t e r n a t io n a l  S a le  o f  Goods s h o u ld , i n t e r  a l i a , c o n tin u e  i t s  work and ”u n t i l  th e  new 
t e x t  o f  a  u n ifo rm  law  -or th e  r e v is e d  t e x t  o f  ULIS has been  co m p le ted , th e  Working

3 / UNCITRAL, r e p o r t  on th e  fo u r th  s e s s io n  (1 9 7 1 ) , p a r a s .  9 2 - l ( c ) ,  111.
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Group sh o u ld  subm it a  p ro g re s s  r e p o r t  on i t s  work t o  each s e s s io n  o f  th e  
C o m m iss io n ..." ؤ . /

The Working Group a t  i t s  t h i r d  s e s s io n  (IT to  28 Ja n u a ry  1972) c o n s id e re d  
N i c i e s  1 ^o 6 and 18 ^o 55 o f  ULIS. The Commission w i l l  have b e fo re  i t  th e  
p ro g re s s  r e p o r t  o f  th e  W orking Group (A /CN .9/62) c o n ta in in g  th e  d e c is io n s  ta k e n  by 
th e  W or^ng  Group a t  t h i s  s e s s io n .

(c )  G en era l c o n d i t io n s  o f  s a l e  and s ta n d a rd  c o n t r a c ts

The Commission a t  i t s  f o u r th  s e s s io n  d e c id e d  t o  r e q u e s t  th e  S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l 
( ره  t o  c o n tin u e  w ith  th e  programme o f  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  th e  d e c is io n  ta k e n  by th e  
Commission a t  i t s  second  s e s s io n  con ce rn in g  th e  p rom otion  o f  th e  w id e r  u se  o f  th e  
g e n e ra l  c o n d i t io n s  p re p a re d  un d er th e  a u sp ic e s  o f  th e  Economic Commission f o r  E u rope , 
and (b ) t o  c o n tin u e  i t s  s tu d y  on th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  d ev e lo p in g  g e n e ra l  c o n d i tio n s  
em bracing a  w id e r scope o f  com m odities. The Commission w i l l  have b e fo re  i t  a 
p ro g re s s  r e p o r t  by th e  S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l (A/CN.9/ 69) on th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  t h i s  
d e c is io n .

Item  5. I n t e r n a t io n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  on sh ip p in g

The Working Group on I n t e r n a t io n a l  L e g is la t io n  on S h ip p in g , a t  a  s e s s io n  h e ld  
from Ja ك1  n u a ry  to  11 F eb ru a ry  1972 , c o n s id e re d  th e  to p ic s  o f  th e  work programme 
approved by th e  Commission a t  i t s  fo u r th  s e s s io n .  5 / The Commission w i l l  have b e fo re  
i t  th e  'fo rk in g  G roup 's  r e p o r t  (A /CN .9/63) and th e  r e p o r t  by th e  S e c r e ta d - G e n e r a l  on 
" R e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  ocean c a r r i e r s  f o r  ca rg o : b i l l s  o f  la d in g "  which s e rv e d  as th e  
w orking  document f o r  th e  W orking Group (A /C N .9 /6 3 /A d d .l) . 6 /

In  exam ining th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  W orking G roup, th e  Commission w i l l  n o te  th e  
recom m endation , in  th e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  r e p o r t  on f u tu r e  work ( p a r a s .  71 t o  7 5 ) j  t h a t  
a  s p e c ia l  two-week s e s s io n  o f  th e  Working Group sh o u ld  be  h e ld  in  th e  autumn o f
1972 . 7 /

b j  UNCITRAL, r e p o r t  on th e  fo u r th  s e s s io n  (1 9 7 1 ), p a r a .  9 2 - l ( c ) .

5J  I b i d . , p a r a s . 22 and 23.

6 / The r e p o r t  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l was p re s e n te d  t o  th e  Working Group as 
document A/CN.9/W G.III/W P.U.

7 / The members o f  th e  Commission w i l l  a l s o  r e c e iv e  co p ie s  o f  th e  r e p o r t  
o f  th e  UNCTAD W orking Group on I n t e r n a t io n a l  S h ip p in g  L e g is la t io n  on i t s  t h i r d  
s e s s io n  h e ld  a t  th e  P a la i s  des N a tio n s ,  G eneva, from  5 to  18 Ja n u a ry  1972 
(T D /B /C .V 931 , T D /B /C .U /lS L /12). A tte n t io n  i s  drawn to  th e  r e s o lu t io n  adop ted  by 
th e  UNCTAD Working Group on th e  Work o f  UNCITRAL on B i l l s  o f  L ad ing . T his 
r e s o lu t io n  i s  s e t  ou t in  annex I ,  appendix  I I ,  p p . 9 t o  10 o f  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  
UNCTAD W orking G roup.
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Item  6.  I n t e r n a t io n a l  paym ents

(a )  N e g o tia b le  in s tru m e n ts

P u rsu a n t t o  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th e  Com m ission, 8 / th e  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  a f t e r  
c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  i n t e r e s t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s  in c lu d in g  b an k in g  and t r a d e '1 
o r g a n iz a t io n s , has p re p a re d  a  p re l im in a ry  d r a f t .u n if o r m  law  on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b i l l s  
o f  exchange , accom panied by a  commentary (A/CN.9/ 6 7) .  By th e  same d e c i s io n ,  th e  
Co!Hmission d e c id e d  " to  e s t a b l i s h  a t  i t s  f i f t h  s e s s io n  a  sm a ll w orking  group 
e n t ru s te d  w ith  th e  p r e p a ra t io n  o f  a  f i n a l  d r a f t  t o  b e  su b m itte d  t o  th e  Commission” . 
The CoE؛m iss io n  may w ish  t o  r e f e r  th e  p re l im in a ry  d r a f t  t o  th e  W orking Group f o r  i t s  
c o n s id e ra t io n .

The Commission may a ls o  w ish  t o  c o n s id e r  w h eth er i t  i s  d e s i r a b le  t o  ex ten d  
th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  p rop o sed  u n ifo rm  law  t o  p ro m isso ry  n o t e s .

The S e c r e t a r i a t  has  c o n s u lte d  ban k in g  and t r a d e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h i s  q u e s t io n ;  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  c o n s u l ta t io n  a re  s e t  f o r th  i n . t h e  in t ro d u c to ry  
p a r t  o f  document A /C N .9/67. A d e c is io n  on t h i s  q u e s t io n  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  s e s s io n  w ould 
f a c i l i t a t e  th e  p r e p a ra to ry  work by th e  S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  s e s s io n  o f  th e  
W orking G roup.

(b ) Bankers* com m ercial c r e d i t s ;  (c ) Bank g u a ra n te e s  ( c o n t r a c t  and payment
g u a ra n te e s ) ;  (d ) S e c u r i ty  i n t e r e s t s  in  p;ocds

The Commission w i l l  have b e fo re  i t  a  n o te  by  th e  S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l 
(A/CN,9/R.1G) on th e  work in  p ro g re s s  on th e s e  i t e m s . In  connexion w ith  item s (b ) 
and (c )  the .C oinm ission  *ray w ish  t o  c o n s id e r  methods o f  c o -o p e ra t io n  w ith  th e  
I n t e r n a t io n a l  Chamber o f  Commerce ( ICC) . D uring th e  s e s s io n  th e r e  w i l l  be  a v a i la b le  
a  n o te  t r a n s m i t t in g  a  p ro p o s a l by th e  ICC w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  m a t te r  (A /C N .9/R .13)،

Item  7• I n t e r n a t io n a l  com m ercial a r b i t r a t i o n

The Commission a t  i t s  second  s e s s io n  ap p o in te d  Mr. Io n  N e s to r  (Romania) as 
S p e c ia l  R ap p o rteu r f o r  th e  s u b l e t  as d e f in e d  in  th e  d e c is io n .  9/  The S p e c ia l  
R ap p o rteu r su b m itte d  a  p re lim in a ry  r e p o r t  t o  th e  t h i r d  s e s s io n  o f  th e  Commission.

The Commission w i l l  have b e fo re  i t  th e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  o f  th e  S p e c ia l  R a p p o ^ e u r  
(A /C N .9/6it).

Item  8 . T ra in in g  and a s s i s ta n c e

The Commission w i l l  have b e fo re  i t  a  r e p o r t  by th e  S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l (A/CN.9/ 65) 
on th e  p ro g re s s  made in  th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  th e  d e c is io n  ta k e n  on t h i s  s u b je c t  a t  
t h ^ o u r t h  s e s s ^  o t h e  Commission.

8 / UNCITRAL, r e p o r t  on th e  f o u r th  s e s s io n  (1 9 7 1 ) , p a r a .  35• 

9 /  UNCITRAL, r e p o r t  on th e  second  s e s s io n  ( 1969) ,  p a r a .1 112.
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Item  9• Yearbook o f  th e  Commission

The second  volume o f  th e  UlCITRiiL Y earbook, c o n ta in in g  docum ents o f  th e  f o u r th  
s e s s io n  o f  th e  Commission (1 9 7 1 ) , has  been  p re p a re d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ;  th e  p r in t i n g  
of• one o f  th e  language  v e rs io n s  i s  e x p e c te d  t o  be  com pleted  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  o r  d u r in  
t h e  f i f t h  s e s s io n .  The Commission w i l l  have b e fo re  i t  a  r e p o r t  by th e  S e c r e ta r y -  , 
G en era l (A /CN .9/66) co n ce rn in g  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  volume th r e e  o f  th e  Yearbook and th e  
freq u en cy  o f  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  f u tu r e  volum es o f  th e  Y earbook.

Item  1 0 . F u tu re  work

The Commission w i l l  w ish , .under t h i s  i te m , t o  ta k e  accoun t o f  G en era l Assembly 
r e s o lu t io n  2766 (XXVI) on th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  Commission on th e  work o f  i t s  fo u r th  
s e s s io n .  C opies o f  t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  and th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  S ix th  Committee (A /8506) 
w i l l  be a v a i la b le  a t  th e  f i f t h  s e s s io n .  10/

I tem  .11 . D ate o f  s ix th  s e s s io n

In  acco rdance  w ith  p a ra g ra p h  6 o f  G enera l Assembly r e s o lu t io n  2205 (XXI),  th e  
s i x t h  s e s s io n  o f  th e  Commission i s  e x p e c te d  t o  be  h e ld  a t  th e  U n ite d  N atio n s  O ff ic e  
in  Geneva. In  acco rd an ce  w ith  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e ,  th e  d a te  w ould be  f ix e d  by th e  
Commission, in  th e  l i g h t , i n t e r  a l i a , o f  th e  a v a i la b le  co n fe ren c e  f a c i l i t i e s .

Item  12. A doption  o f  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  Commission

The G en era l A ssem bly, in  p a rag rap h  10 o f  r e s o lu t io n  2205 (XXI) , d e c id e d  t h a t  
th e  Commission sh o u ld  subm it an an nual r e p o r t ,  in c lu d in g  i t s  recom m endations, t o  
th e  G enera l A ssem bly, and t h a t  th e  r e p o r t  sh o u ld  be  su b m itte d  s im u l ta n e io u s ly  t o  
th e . U n ited  N atio n s C onference on T rade and Developm ent fo r  comments. 'U n d e r a 
d e c is io n  by th e  S ix th  C om m ittee, 11 / th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  Commission i s  in tro d u c e d  to  
th e  G en era l Assembly by th e  Chairman o f  th e  Commission o r  by a n o th e r  o f f i c e r  
d e s ig n a te d  by him .

*

1 0 / D uring th e  s e s s io n  th e r e  w i l l  b e  a v a i la b le  f o r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  
Comm ission, a r e p o r t  by th e  S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra l on c u r re n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
o rg a n iz a t io n s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  h a rm o n iza tio n  and u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  
law  (A /C N .9 /7 1 ).

11 / A /7^08 , p a ra .  3.
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T uesday , 11 A p r i l  

Wednesday,■ 12 A p r i l  

T hu rsd ay , 13 A p r i l  

F r id a y ,  i k  A p r i l

Monday, 17 A p r i l  
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