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HHEBEAS the'United Nations, by virtue of Article 55 of the CharteT)

are pledged to create conditions of stability and wellbeing which are

necessary for peaceful ancl friendly relations among nations) by promoting

hi[:;her standards of living, full employment) GIld conditions of genm'al

:9r08reS8 and the solution of related social problems,

HEEREAS in oyeler "GO achieve these ends, it is essential to provide

for manlcind an atmosl)here of social stability 'such as is already beinG

brought into being by the sociB,l rights now existent and those in the

process of achievement, and

TAIITNG lllTO ACCOUNT that social que st ionsC'.re not concerned solely

i'rith poverty but with the human insecurity resultine from the discrimination

created by society in the utilization of its wealth, and

CONSIDERING that the social progres s arising from the concern shmm by

the working masses is effected by legislation designed to establish more

precise) effective and ivlelespread human safeguards J extending beyond the

limits of man's workinG capacity

DECLARES

That old age rights) having the same origin and purpose as other

'Lmiversal social f3afeguards, are essential for the improvement of the

living conditions' of' the worker and for his lTelfare when his physical

strength is at an end. and he is exposed to poverty and neglect

DECIDES to transmit to States Members, through the Secretary-Genere.l)

the Old Age Rights herein defined 8D.cl approved.) in order that the form of

their incorporation within the existing legislation may be consid.ered..

These rights are:

1. RIGHT TO ASSI,9TANCE

Every aged person has the right to full protection by his family.

In the case of destitute persons) it is the duty of the State to provide

cl.d Isuch protection) .
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circumstances ani Climate.

8. RIGHT TO 'VlORI\

Every aged. person has the rightt6 prevent the'diminution of his

powers whilst still able to work, and institutions and states should

assess his productive capacity and afford him possibilities of work.

9. RIGET rro STABILITY

Every aged. person has the right·· to a definite and assured state

of stability and a life free from distress and worry in the final

years of his lifA.

10.' RIGHT TO RB;SPECT

Aged persons are entitled to the full respect and consideration

of their fellow men.

su:ch Ilrqtect1on, either direc,t:j..y, or., by means of instit1)~tio~'s or"

foundations createdfbr the purpose or already existing/ 'without.' "., l':\
prejttdice-to the right of the State or the ,said. institutionE:i to, claim

apptopriat_e contributions from solvent relatives guilty of neelect,

for the support of the aged person in question.

2. RIGHT TO ACCOMMODATION

Every peraon, and therefore also those who have reached old age,

has the inherent right to a liealthful place of abode, witha minimum

of home comfort.

3. RIGHI' TO FOOD

Special attention should be paid to the provision of a healthy

diet adequate fox' the age and physical condition of the individual.

4. RIGIiT TO CLOTHING

In aMition to the right to food, the inherent rights of the

individual incluc:.e that of adequate Clothing ,appropriate to the

5. 'RIGHT TO THE CARE OF PHYSICAL HEALTH
'. t , r.; '.. ". '

The care andllrdtec'tloi'l. 6f the physical health of. the ·aged must
. ' .

. be the specL~l andconstan'boon6ern of 'institutions and governments.

6. RIGill' TO THE CAFE OF MORAL HEALTH

The right to free intellectual, as well as moral m1d religious,

development, such as will enable the aged to maintain a state of moral

health, should be safeguarded.

7. RIGHT TO RECREATION

Aged persons ha~re' the right to a reasonable' minimum of recreation!

to enable them to spend their leisure and retirement in a satisfacto:ry

manner.
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BECOMMENDS that the Economic and Social Council) on the basis of the

.eclaration of Ol~ Age Rights, sho'.ld carry ou.t studies "11th a view t.o tho

niversal application of t.hese rights, in order to ensure the fuller oocial

nd economic protection of mankind.

Paris) September 1948




