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The risk of nuclear proliferation in the Middle East

Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt,* Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan,
Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen and State of Palestine: draft decision

Convening a conference on the establishment of a Middle East zone
free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction

The General Assembly decides:

(a) To entrust to the Secretary-General the convening, no later than June 2019
for a duration of one week at United Nations Headquarters, of a conference on the
establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction, to which all States of the Middle East,! the three co-sponsors of the
resolution on the Middle East adopted by the 1995 Review and Extension Conference
of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,? in the light
of their responsibility for the implementation of that resolution, and the relevant
international organizations shall be invited, provided that:

(i) The conference shall take as its terms of reference the resolution on the
Middle East adopted by the 1995 Review and Extension Conference;

(i) The conference shall aim at elaborating a legally binding treaty
establishing a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction, on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at by the States of
the region;

(iii) All decisions emanating from the conference shall be taken by consensus
by the States of the region;

* On behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the League of Arab
States.

! See the report by the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency on the
application of Agency safeguards in the Middle East (GOV/2018/38-GC(62)/6).

2 See 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons, Final Document, Part I (NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part I) and
NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part I)/Corr.2), annex.
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(b) To affirm the special responsibility of the three co-sponsors of the
resolution on the Middle East adopted by the 1995 Review and Extension Conference,
as the depository States of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,
and to call upon them to fulfil their relevant obligations in accordance with the agreed
outcomes of the 1995, 2000 and 2010 Review Conferences;

(c) To request the International Atomic Energy Agency, the Organisation for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and the Biological Weapons Convention
Implementation Support Unit to prepare the background documents necessary for the
conference;

(d) To request the Secretary-General to convene annual sessions of the
conference for a duration of one week at United Nations Headquarters until the
conference concludes the elaboration of a legally binding treaty establishing a Middle
East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction;

(e) To also request the Secretary-General to report annually to the General
Assembly on developments in this regard.
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