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The meeting was called to order at 3,20 p.m.
AGENDA | TEMS 47 TO 65 (continued)
GENEBRAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT | TENS

Tha CHAIRMAN: | call onthe representative ofthe United Kingdom
who, in his capacity as Chai rnman of the Oroup of Bxperts onthe Study on \Ways
and Means of Promoting Transpareacy i n International Transfers of Conventi onal
Arms, Wi | | datroduce t he study.

Mx._ McDONALD (United Kingdom): | feel veryprivileged to be here
today to present to the Pirst Conmittee the report oft he Secretary-general on
ways and meamns of improving transparency in arms transfers (A/46/301). Before
I do so, however, | hope | wll be allowed tomaketwo tributes.

Firat, | must draw attention to the fact that the first two neetings of
the Oroup of Bxperts were chaired by AmbassadorPlaja fromltaly. Be is,
sadly, no longer with us, but it was he who laid the foundations for this
report. Without his wise, patient and courteous guidance, we would, I am
sure, not have been able to arrive at this agreed report.

The second tribute | nust make, with your indul gence, Sir, is tothe
members of t he Study Group thenselves. They came from many countries with
many di fferent backgrounds and skills. Thay hada two things in cormon. The
first was an overpowering belief that the subjeet of arns transfers was one of
vital importance and onewhi ch the world conmmunity should now seize the
opportunity to tacklei #hw ot her featura yhich we all shared in the Goup -
and one which | know 4t .li;aus wWth the First Committee ~ was an ability to
get al ong together) to wdrkt oget her, to understand eaoP other'svi ewpoint, to
find compromises and tinully - not always easily but £jpally - to arrive ata

unanimously aqrmeﬂ teport Wi th agreed recommendations,
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In preparing’ the report, and particularly at its |ast session earlier
thi s year, t he group of experts was very aware thatthe outbreak ofwarin the
Gulf notonly ha& denonstrated the tragi c consegquences whi ch can fl ow from
i rresponsi bl e arms bui | d-ups but had al so sensitiszed the world tothe issue.
We believed -« we still believe - that if ever there was a time for action in
this field, that timedisnow. Qur report therefore wvas witten to be a
positive documert cal |l i ng for urgent action.

As the report makes clear, we did notsee transparency in arm8 transfers
as a conplete panacea « Mor we did see it inoneformonly. Transpareacy and
opeaness in arms transfers was, we believed, an initial and inportant step
towards building confidence between natioms and | owering suspicion and
tension. There isan inportant place for openness in this field within
countries. And the report exhorts countries to practice, if |l may borrow a
phrase, glasaost in this area. There are also inportant initiatives to be
taken regionally,

We were very aware of and of course wel coned the very important
agreements i n arms control which have recently been achieved. The group of
experts saw t hese as pointing the way tootherregi onal agreements covering
transpareacy or control in armsmatters. In maying this, however, the group
was not suggesting one common fornula or recipe. Every region, everytine
will have its own mix, its own formula, its own circumstances.

Final |y, the group of experts believed that the tinme had comefor some
actionto be takem globally to pronote transparency in armstransfers. The
report therefore recommends t he introduction of a United Nations arnms-transfer
regi ster without del ay, covering both supplier and reci pients a universal and

non-discriminatory register whi ch woul d pronote confidence amongall thsa
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countries of the world and which would indicate authoritatively M/ siga of an
unwarranted or irresponsible arn8 build-up. The report doe8 not spell out
exactly how this regi ster should be constructed. Itdoes, however, strongly
recommend that it should be set upin a formwhich would allow it8 early
jmplementation with t he widest possi bl e participation.

The report is explicit inits belief that some will findthat the
register as proposed doe8 not go far enough. We understood and appreci at ed
that viewpoint. It was our belief, however, thatwe had to start sonewhere
Ml that the time was propitious te start now. Eventhe |ongest journey nust
start with one short step. We wote and agreed on our report in the hope that
itm ght indeed be just such a step, and inthe right direction.

Finally, our report deal8 with the subject ofthe illicit arms trade
This subject is different in kind from the rest of our remit. The illicit
arms trade is by its nature covert Ml not susceptible, therefore, to
t ransparency. I n its effect on human bei ngs, however, and on society itis no
less i nportant tham the morenornal arms trade. The group of experts was only
too aware of the devastation amd human misery,the exploitation and the
corrupt mani pul ati on of power which are often the results of the illicit arnB
trade. In ourreport wehave therefore in the strongest language drawn
attention to these dangers. There are welcone signs that internationally
there is a grow ng cooperation of effort to cut back this cancer. We noted
the increasing cooperation between custons amd enforcement authorities of many
nations. This is surely therightway to go. Our report recommends strong
national procedure6 to outlaw this illicit trade. W have al so highlighted
the needto pronote the training and retraini ng of customs officers. There is

much to be done. As ourreport indicates, we hope that the United Nations
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itself may find ways of assisting this ongoi ng i nprovenent inthe
effectiveness O controls so that the evil Of the arms trade cM be squeezed
out of existence.

Mr, BATIQUK (Ukraine) (interpretation from Russian): The position
of UKrai ne on the main probl ens of disarmament was expl ained in the statenent
of Leonid Kravchuk, President of the Parlianment of Ukraine, at the
14t h pl enary meeting, hel d on 30 Septenber 1991, and further detailed on
14 Octoberinthe statenent made in this Conmttee by Anatoly Bl enko, Mnister
for Foreign Affairs.

However, inthe |ight of recent events i n Ukraine - whi ch have beenthe
topic of some sensati onal i st comment in the media and of hasty remarks by
certain foreign official8 - and inthe |ight ofadditional questions raised by
del egation8, we need to provide fuller information about the position of
Wkrai ne on conventional -arms reductions aad nuclear disarmanent in its
territory.

I mredi ately follow ng the August coup in the USSR the Wkrainian
Parlianment adopted a decree on mlitary units in Wkraine. Under that decree,
all arned-force8 unit8 stationed in Ukraine will be subject to the authority
of the Wkrainian Parlianent. The main purpose of the decree was to prevent
the use of the arned forces against the people and the State sovereignty of

Wkraine. During the coup, such attenpt8 were indeed made.
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The next step t o ensure sovereignty amd i ndependence was the deci si on of
Parliament to create Ukraine's own armed forces. Draft | aws oa matter8
»alating t 0 def ence arrangementswere conridered | ast week. Parlianent
deci ded that the Ukrainian arned forces t0 be created were designed to protec
it8 independence and territorial integrity amd that Wkraine's defonsive
capability would be maintained at the level of sufficiency for protection
agai nst aggression.

The | aw concerni ng defence establishss t hat Ukrai ne does not recognize
war as aneans of settling international problens; that it does not possess
weapons of mass destructionsthat it ha8 noterritorial claims against My
ot her State and does not view any peopl e as aaenemy;that it wll never be
the £irst to start nilitary operations agai nst any couatry if it doesnot
itself become the victim of aggression and that its armed forces will not be
uged to settle the internal affairs of other States.

Wth regard to the creation of the armed forces of Ukraine, it should be
borne in mnd that what is involved is not the creation of additional units
but, onthe contrary, the gradual reduction ofthe former Soviet Union's
force8 stationedin Wkraine's territory to afraction of their number and
their repl acenent with snaller national arnmed forces, totalling about 400,00
in all branches. AsUkraine‘'s Defence M nister Morosov observed in this
connection, ¢h# way to give kraine, a nation of 52 million, its own arned
foradd 1a ta nake & gubstantial reduction inthe organsofnilitary
admnistration andin troop strength. That reduction, anounting to hundreds
of thousands of persons, is linked to the solution ofconpl ex social,
political Ml economic problens, For that reasom, the whol e intensive proce:

of reductiont 0 400,000 wi | | take several years,|asting until 1994-1995.
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The faatthat the deci si ons adopt ed by Ukraine specifically involve
demilitarisation and disarmament i S eloquently demonstrated by the factt hat
whereas previously at least 15 per ceat of the gross nationai product was
devoted to mlitary needs, Parlianent has decided from now onto devote less
than 3 per cent ofthe national budget to the arnmed forces of Ukrai ne.

Another aspect of the probl em concern8 nucl ear forces. The ways to
settle the matter ofthe nucl ear forcessituated in the territory of Ukraine
were determned in Parliament’s statenent on the denucl eariaod status of
Wkrai ne, adopted on 24 Cctober of this year. Confirming Wkraine's intention
t o adhoi e to non-nucl ear principles and its deaire tohel p streagthea t he
international non-proliferation regime, Parliament declared the fol | ow ng:

“First, the presence ofthe nucl ear weapons ofthe former Uni on of
Soviet Socialist Republics inthe territory of Ukraine is tenporary.

“Secondl y, those weapons are now under the control oftho
appropri ate structures of the former Union of Soviet Sociali st
Republics. Wkraine insists on its right to nonitor tho nom-use of t he
nucl ear weapons deployed in its territory,

“Thirdly, Wkraine will pursue a policy ained at the total
elimnation of nuclear weapons and compounents of t hoir depl oynent
situated in the territory of the Ukrainian State. |t intemds todo this
inthe shortest tine possible, taking account of | egal , techamical,
financial, organisational and ot her possibi)itiesand t he proper
mai nt enance of ecol ogi cal safety. A W de programme for the coaversion of
the defence industry, reorienting part of the nilitary-industrial

capability towards neeting the needs of econom c amd social devel oprent,

wwill be | aunched in WUkrai ne.
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“Pourthly, Ukrai ne, as ome of t he successors of t he former Uni on
Sovi et Socialist Republics, will abide by the provisions of the 1991
Strategi c Arms Roductioo Treaty between the Soviet Ualomand the Uait
States in so far ssthe nuclear weapoms situated in its territory are
concerned. Wkraine is readyto start negotiatioams with the Republic «
Belarus, the Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic and the Russian Sovi et
Federative Socialist Republic, with the participation of the appropri
structures of the former Uni on of Soviet Socialist Republics, on the
el imnation ofstrategi c nucl ear weapons covered by that Treaty.

“pifthly, Ukraine will takesteps ainmed at the elimination of al
ot her nucl ear weaponssituated in its territory, and to that end it
ready,if needbe. to participate in negotiations with all interested
parties, using iaterallag existing nultilateral mechanisms intbe fie
of disarmament.

"*sixthly, Ukraine wi | | take appropriate steps to ensure tho phya
safety of all nuclear weapons situated in its territoryuntil the
conpl et e eliminatiou of those weaponsis achieved.

»Seventhly, Ukraine intends to accede to the Treaty on the
Ron-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons as a non-nuclear State and to
conclude with the International Atom c Energy Agency am appropriate
agreenment on guarantees.”

That statement by Parliament was nmade after a comprehemsive study of
question, and it has won understandi ng and support. For exanple,
Zbigniew Brzezinski, a promiment United States public figure, speaking of
nuclear-weapon probl ens during his recent press conference at the Foreign

Ministry of Ukraine, said that the kind ofapproach which underlies t he
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statement of the Parliament of Ukraine concerning the non-nuclear status of
Ukr ai ne caa satisfy tho internati onal community.

In conclusion, | should like to stross again om behalf of the del egation
of Wkraine that the maintenance of Ukradne*snilitary potential at a |evel of
def ensive sufficiency, the reduction and t he subsegueat total elimnation of
auclear weapons and Wkraine's entryinto tho international process of the
treaty-based reduction and linitation of armanments in the region of the
Conference om Security and Cooperation in Europe,asafull-fledged
participant and partner, have been and continue tobe priority goalsof the
Parlianent and Governnent of Ukraime, with a view to guaranteeing national

security.
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all, s8dx, X should |ike to express, on behalf ofthe del ogation of the
Democratic Peopl e's Republic of Korea, ourwarm congratulations to you onyour
election to tho chairmanship ofthe First Cormittee. | am surethat with your
ri ch experience and outstanding ability the First Committee will conclude its
work successfully. | should also |like to congratulate the other officers of
tho Committee ontheir el ections.

Today, as all delegations hrse mentioned, the world is undergoing radica
changes and eatering upon a new phase of its development. Atthis remarkable
time the urgent issue involved in the establishnment of a new international
order and t ho achi evenent of stabl e peace and security in conformty with the
demands and aspirations ofthe peoples oftho world is that of realising
di sar manent .

We think { hat Aaisarmament shoul d be realiaed on a general andconplete
basis and at the earliest possible date.

The priority issuo in the field ofdisarmanent is nuclear disarnanment.
Nuclear weapons aro the nost abhorrent threat to world peace and to the peace
of every country amd nation. Since the appearance of nucl ear weapons on our
gl obe the world has not known peace for a single day. It is outrageous that
on the eve of the twenty-first century the world should still be hostage to
nucl ear weapons.

The United States and the Soviet Union nust take the lead in nuclear
disarmament. In this regard we wel cone the announcenent by Presideat Bush on
27 Septenber that tactical nuclear weapons wil| beremoved from Asia and
Burope. Ths Soviet Union has al so put forward positive proposals in response
to the United Statesinitiative. Those steps represent a big step forward in

achieving nucl ear disarmament and a positive start 4m buil ding a peaceful, new
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world. However, this is just afirstand partial step whea viewed in the
context of the goal of general amd conplete disarmament.

Atpresent, a complete nuclear-test ban is oneofthe urgent itens on the
nucl ear - di sar mament agenda. Raising our voices agai nst nucl ear armameat and
nucl ear proliferation here while nuclear testing continues is anachronistic
and contradictory. The continuatiom Of nuclear testing cannotbe construed
ot herwi so than as opposition to nuclear disarmament, intended as itis to
repl ace ol d nucl ear weapons with qualitatively inproved onss to achieve
domi nation over other countries by means of a nuclear nonopoly.

The continued pursuit of nuclear testimg will create nothing but
confusion and mstrust in the nucl ear disarmament arena. The United Nations
has bosn discussing this issue for over 30 years and has adopted sone 70
resolutions on the cessation of nuclear-tout explosioms, but those resolutiona
are still far from implementation. |n the context ofthe new international
order, nuclear weapons cam nolonger be accepted. W welcone the unilateral
Soviet noratoriumon nuclear testing. W urge the conclusion of a conpl ete
sad conprehensive nucl ear-teat ban.

&ot her importantrequirenent for world nuclear disarmanment is the
creation of nuclear-weapon-free sones in all parts oftheworld and their
continuous expansion. The international community shoul d support and
encour age proposals to Creat e nucl ear-weapon-free sones On tho nacional,
subregional and regional |levels. In particular, nuclear-weapon States should
guar ant ee such zones through | egal | y binding commitments.

The completiom and concl usi on of the draft coaveatiom om the prohibition
and el imnation of chem cal weapons will represent am inportant step towards

el i m nati ng weapons of nmass destruction. The Denocratic People's Republic of
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Korea, which ounce sufferod from the use of chem cal and bacteriological
weapons, welcomes t he progress madein negotiating the provisions of the draft
conventicn and hopes thatit w Il beconpl eted and concluded atthe earliest
poasible data.
The United Nations has |ong beeam di scussing the question of arns
transfer, snd many dol egati ons have expressed their views on an arms-transfer
registry. We comsider the arns-transfer registry to be a praiseworthy
proposal in the context ofdisarmanment and security. Atthe same tine,
howevor, there are doubts as to whether it would contribute substantially to
disarmament and security, W wll determne the defencerequirenents of each
nation = a question that |ies entirely within the individual nation's
sovereignty - and how can the |evel of defence capability and requirements be
conmpared between or anong States? WII such aregistry not rather give riso
tomstrust and explicit arns conpetition anong States? WII it not be
advant ageous only to devel oped, arms-supplying countries and disastrous for
the devel oping recipient countries7 Armstransfer and the arns trade have so
far been used in international relations as a neans to derive economc
benefits for the sel | er countries and, moroinportant, as a way to inpose
political bargains and exert political pressure om other Dations. WII the
registry thsrefore mean an emd to such political bargainings amd pressure7 W
are of the opinion that amarmsregi ster must i nclude the development and
production of Dew weapons and the |ocations, types and quantity of nuclear
weapons depl oyed in othorcountries. We believe that when those questions are
addressod fairly tbo proposed registry systemw || contribute to general

disarmament and security and to the establishment of a new international order.
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The aftermath of the col d war has boon keenly felt on the Korean
peninsula. Al though the international situation has experienceda trond
t owar ds détente and roegiomal di sputes are noving towards solution, tho
confrontati on botweentho north and the south of Koreaandthe unst abl e
envi ronment of a cease-fire conti nue unabated. Armed forcesa mllion strong
stand opposed to each othor al ong the MIlitary Demarcation Line.

If we aro to guarantee a durable peace and security in Asia and the rout
of the world in keeping with the trend in the presant i nt er nati onal situation,
it i s imperative to remove the tension and confrontation onthe Korean
peni nsul a and establish peace there.

Only when di sarmanent has been achi eved on the Korean psainsula will it
be possible to create the conditions forpeaceful reunification.

We believo that the adoption of a non-aggression declaration between the
north and the south will serve as a starting-point fordisarmament in Korea.
A non-aggression declaration will initiate a decisive phase ia replacing the
unstabl e cease-fire systemwth a system of durabl e peace and contribute to
easing confrontation. It will also be a starting-point forbuilding
confidence between the north and the south.

We propose that the north and the south should suspend all joint mlitary
exercises with foreign forces and ot her large-scale nilitary exercises, turn
the Demlitarised Zone along the Mlitary Demarcaticen Line into a sone of
peace to be used for peaceful purposes and take security measuresto prevent
any accidental conflict that could lead to escalation. We are demandi ng t hat

the north andthe south shoul d phaso down their armed forcesto | ess than
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100, 000 each within a peried of t hree or four years and that the foreign
troops stationed in south Koreashould conplete their w thdrawal when the

armed forces of the north and t he south are reduced to | ess than 100, 000 each.
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We ar e also proposing that the North amd the South should dissolve al |
civilian nilitary organisations and civilian forces,etop the introduction of
new nilitary techmology and equi pment and the devel opnent of armaments, and
carryon the verification of arms reduction through on-site inspection.
However,t hese proposals ofours renmin unil ateral effortsand have not yet
received @ poSitive response.

We hope that the North and the South will make and inplenent a joint
commitment soon With regard todi sarmanment. Itis also a matter of
consi deration that, since the north andthe south gai ned membership of the
United Nations, the United Nations Command i n South Korea should be dissolved,
United Nation8 forceswi t hdrawn, and the Arnistice Agreenent replaced by a
peace agreementthat will, in our view, be a significant contributiom to0 peace
and disarmament in Korea.

The mostinportant and urgent movetowards achieving peace in Koreais to
turndtinto a nucl ear-weapon-free sone. In the southern part of the
peninsula, there arel, 000 nucl ear weapoms depl oyed, and "Team Spirit" - 3
United States-South Korea joint mlitary exerci se simulating nuclear war=- is
conducted every year. Since the Korean nation i s constantly expoted t0 a
nucl ear threat, we have strongly demanded that nuclear weapons in South Korea
be renoved and that the Korean peninsula be converted into a
nucl ear - weapon-free sone.

Qur governnent |ong ago put forward proposals forturning the peninsula
into a nucl ear-weapon-free tone of peace, and as recently as July this year
made a new proposal that the North and the South agree andjointly declare the
establishment of a nucl ear-weapon-free sone onthe Korean peainsula. The

United 8tates, the Soviet Union and China, the nuclear-weapon States
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reighbouring on t he Korean peninsul a, should |egally guarantee the
nuclear-weapon-free status ofthe peninsula if the peninsula is declared
such. The non-nuol oar-weapon 8tates in Asia should support the conversion of
t he Korean peninsula i nt o a nuol ear - weapon-free sone ard respect its

nucl ear - weapon- f ro0 status. We believe that this proposal will help renove

t he nuclear threat on the peninsuals and streagthea t he nucl ear
non-proliferation system.

The purpose of our accessiomn to the non-proliferation Treaty wasto
renove auclear weapon8 from South Korea andto totally elinmi nate the nuclear
threat on t he peainsula. This purpose and demand of our8 have becone clearer
now thatit has been confirmed that there are nuclear weapon8in South Korea,

We do not oppose muclear i nspection. However, since the nucl ear issue in
Korea is directly related t0 the fate and sovereignty ofthe Korean nation, we
cannot accept uni | ateral inspection. FEven if we should allow unil ateral
inspectionin the northern partofthe peninsula, it would not help in &y way
the renoval of nuclear weapons from t he South or t he denuclearisation of t he
whol e peninsula. That is why we are requesting simultaneous inspections, if
any, in botb the North and the South.

\\& have neither the capebility to engage in anuclear arns race with
other countries, nor amy intention of devel opi ng nucl ear weapons to destroy
our own nation. Today, the policy ofhol ding nuclear weapon8 is totally
anachronistic. The United States expreased it8 willingness tow thdraw it8
nuol ear weapons from South Korea. Ifall nucl ear weapcns arepul | ed out, the
safeguards agreement problem Wi || be solved snoothly anda deci si ve phase

opened fort he denuclearisation of the Korean peninsula,
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The Denocratic People's Republic of Korea s a peace-loving State and the
Korean people greatly treasure peace. Because our nation lives divided;
becauseit8 two sides conti nue to confront each other; and because the
unst abl e cease-£ire environnment persists in ourl and, the thirst of our people
for peace is greater than that of any other people. The Democratic People's
Republ i ¢ of Koreaand it8 people will spareno effort to achieve a |asting
peace in Korea and to contribute to safeguarding wor| d peace, a common goal Of
mankind. I hope that all States Menbers ofthe United Nationswi || make a
positive contribution to the attainment of peace onthe Korean peninsul a.

Mc. KABIR (Bangladesh): At the outset, please all ow ne {0 convey
our war m felicitations to you, Sir, onyour election tothe chairmanship of
t he First Committee. Through you | also express ourcongratul ationa to the
nenber8 of the Bureau on their election. | amconfident that with your rich
experience, Wi de know edge and dipl omatic skills, you will guide the work of
the Committee to a successful conclusion. I assure you Of the full
cooper ation of my del egati on.

| would like to pay oursincere tribute to | ate Ambassador and Nobel
Laureate Alfonso Garcia Robles, who passed away recently. His outstanding
contribution to disarmameant and t0 the work of the Pirst Committee wil| be
renenbered by all of us.

We meet her e against the backdrop of a dramatic change in the
international scenario. The era of the cold war aas receded into the past.
The rapprochement of the super-Powers ha8 given tire to cooperation instead of
confrontation. Mit ual understanding ha8 propelled them i nto active
interaction. Astart has been nade towards real disarmameat, and a j Oi nt

endeavour to find solutionsto gl obal problems.
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The encouraging developments of détente and cooperation among the major

Powers of the world, coinciding with positive breakthroughs in many of the
regional conflicts and the ushering in of democracy in many parts of the
world, are demonstrations of the emergence of a new era of collective action
and cooperation. Despite an increased momentum of understanding. comnflict,
tension and instability in many regions continue to pose a threat to world
peace and security.

Eastern Eurcpe has further undergone radical changes during the last
year. The reunification of Germany and the recent events in the Soviet Union
will have far-reaching political and economic conseguences for the world. The
end of the cold war has signalled the collapse in international relations of
two competing power blocs.

New centres of economic and political power with new variables and
alignments can emerge with yet uncertain comsequences. The evolving scenario
is not unmixed with danger for third world countries. A major anxiety is that
it should not compromise the political and economic security interests of the
developing countries either through regional hegemony or marginalization, We
face a situation of both promise and peril.

The super-Power dgétente has led to a significant reduction of nuclear and
conventional arsenals alike. We welcome this progress in arms control and
disarmament. The signing of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) by
the United States and the Soviet Union last July marks a significant step by
the two nations to reduce considerably their strategic nuclear arsenals. The
signing of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe is yet another
atep towards ensuring peace and security in Europe. The Amendment Conference

or the partial test-ban Treaty held in New York last January was important
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because It was the first nultil ateral nagotiating forum on a nuclear arms
treaty where all countries participated to attain the objective of complete
ceasation of nucl ear coating, |n this regard, we support the initiative of
t he President of the Conference torecoanvene it.

Bangladesh welcomes the receat historic initiativa by
Presi dent George Bush to undertake unil ateral measures to eliminatet acti cal
nucl ear weapon8 a8 wel | a8 the reciprocal offer by Presideat Gorbachevto seek
an even deeper reduction of nucl ear forcer. They both deserva our sincere
gratitude. These proposals, in our view, comstitute a nmjor breakthrough

toward8 a nuclear-free and safer worl d forall of us.
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Let ne recall the statement of the Firat Deputy Forei gn Minister of the
USSR, who saiq,

“. . . the Soviet and United States initiatives are providing a unic

opportunity to modify the actual pattern of the arms racei n fundamenti

ways - i ndeed, toturm itintoit8 own opposite: a disarmament race.’
(AC.1/46/PV,12, D, 21)
Despite reduction8 underthe Treaty, the super-Powers Wi l| continue to

retain vast nunber8 of nuclear arsenals farin excess of any conceivable
national -eecurity requirenenta. The arn8 race continues with itSterrifyin
statistics Of wasteful costs. Over a trilliom dollar8 are spent annually 0
t he means of destruction. Wat coul d be achieved from reduced mlitary
expenditure can he illustrated by an exanple. The United Nation8 Children'
Fund (UNI CEF) estimatesthat to nake significant progressin preventi ng chi
mortal ity and mal nourishnment for80 mllion children only $2.5 billion woul
be needed, Sinilarly, with the peace-making process under way, expenditurc
on peace-keepi ng operati on8 amouant to al nost not hing comparedt 0 expeaditu:
ONn armaments.

The stupendous expenditure on armament8i s unjustified and unet hical .
Mere weapon8 cannot emsure security. Peace andsecurity will continue to
threatened as longas poverty, hunger, squalour and despaircontinue to
bedevil the lives of billiona. In this regard, the statememt of
M. Yasushi Akaehi, the Under-Secretary-CGeneral forDisarmament Affairs, 4§
very pertinent. He said,

“The i nternati onal community ha8 t 0 espouse a2 multidimensional

approach to peace and security in which the mlitary aspeet W ||l not




EMS/8 A/C.1746/PV,.20
27

(Mc, Kabir, Bangladesh)
dominate but Will be considered in relation to other prierities such as
devel opnent, welfare, environment and the protectiom of human rights."
(AZC,1/46/pV. 4, D, 4)

Peace and security will not de achieved unleas international cooperation
is extended to dealwith the threats that derive fromfailure in devel opment,
envi ronnent al degradatiom and a lack of meani ngf ul progress in soci al and
humanitarian issues. The wi der comcept of security must be realized by us
all. The Secretary-Gemeral, in hi8 report on the work ofthe Organi sati on has
therefore rightly seaids

“No aystem of col | ective security will renmain viable unless workabl e
solutions are sought tothe probl em of poverty and destitution,

afflicting the greater part ofthe world."” (AZ46/1. p, 12)

Though the risk of auclear war has receded overt he past f our decades,
vast arsenals of nucl ear weapon8 and stockpiles Of £issile nmaterial by their
very existence inperil the world. & therefore urge the nucl ear-weapon States
to take initiative8 expeditiously toward8the total elinination ofall nuclear
weapons, and we pray that they will do 80. Bangladesh believes that there is
a needto agree on a universal and non-discriminatory convention on the
prohibition ofthe production, devel opment and stockpilimg of nucl ear weapon8
and fissionable materials.

W Dbelieve that a comprehensive teat-ban treaty woul d be a crucial step
towards preventing the energence of anew generati on of nuclear weapons. |t
is our considered view that cessation oral | nuclear-weapons testing will lead
to the achi evenent of our ultimate goal ofthr complete elimimation Of al |
nucl ear weapons. We therefore att ach the highest priority to the early

couclusion Of a comprehensive tecat-ban treaty. In that regard, we wel cone the



ENS/8 A/C.1/746/PV,20
28

(Mx. Kabix, Bangladesh)
announcement by President Cor bachev of a unil ateral one-year noratoriumon
nual ear testimg by the Soviet Union and we urgeot her nucl ear-weapon States to
follow sudt wWith a view to achieving the conpl ete cessation of nucl ear testing
at an early dat e.

Our constitutional commitment weds us t 0 the concept of general and
complete disarmament . Porthat reason, Bangladesh ha8 rejected the nucl ear
alternative for itsele. We have therefore acceded to the Treaty on tho
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear \\éapon8 (NPT). \\ suppurt al | measures seeking
to pronot e d4isarmamen’. and t0 end the arms race, and the call for nuclear-free
sones.

Universal adherence t o the Treaty woul d consolidate t he NPT régime. In
that regard Bangladesh welcomes particul arly the decision in principle by
Prance and China to adhere tothe non-proliferation Treaty. Thus, all five
nucl ear-weapon State8 will soom be parties to the Treaty. We have al ways
stressedt he need forthe NPT to be strengthened through commitmentst O
positive and negative security assurances standardiszed and tighter nucl ear
export regulations and more effective safeguards underthe | nternational
Atomic Bnergy Agency (IABA).

Dur abl e peace can be established onlythrough the elimination and
destruction of nucl ear and other weapons of mass destruction. | n that regard,
we welcome the progressi n negotiations towards a chemica.-weapons convertion,
which appear to have ® ¢/ +[i2 a crucial final phase. We hope agreemen* os t he
convention will be reached »y next year. Bangladesh will certainly mak- every

effortt 0 cootribute to it8 early conclusionm.
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Wile we believe there should be adequate concentration onauclear
disarmameat, Whi ch rhoul d have foremostpriority, attention rhould al so be
focused on measures forthe linmitation and reducti on of conventional arms.
This nust be pursued Wt hin the framework of progresa towards general and
conpl et eaisarmament. Today, conventional weapoms are acquiring increasing
sophistication t hr ough technological advances. As a result, they have
att ai ned devastating destructive power. We therefore feel and bel i eve that
maintenance ofconventional capabilities i n excess of the [egitimte ® eourity
needs Of States cv have destabilising ramifications for regions and the
world. There should be armsreduction8 in abal anced aau equitable manner
Wi t hout agfectinggenui ne security requirements. Thus, stability woul d be
enhanced at lower mlitary levels. Any acquisition ofarms beyond perceived
needs woul d hei ght en ® uapioi on and encourage the arms race.

Bangladesh is deeply committed to t he peaceful uses Of theseaand (8
resourcee. \Wefeel indiseriminate naval buil d-ups tendto spread
apprehension. Therefore, ny del egation woul d urgerestraint in naval
activities. That meams that the criteria forlegiti mte naval-security needs
rhoul d be careful | y formulated.

Qur abi di ng support forthe inplenmentation ofthe Declaration of the
Indian Ocean a8 a Zome of Peace derives from our commitments to peaceful
maritime activities. Weshall continue our search for a stable | ndi an Ocean
régimes the region rhould be neutral, demilitarised and denmuclearised.
Bangladesh believes t hat such a régime must be guaranteed t hrough a collective
security system so that upon the withdrawal ofthe great Powers their
domi nation is not supplanted by anyother formOf dom nation that coul d

destabilize the security of littoral and hinterland states. We hope that the
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Uni t ed NMations Conferenceonthe | ndi an Ocean W || take place i n Col onbo at e=n
early date.

The United Natioms ha8 a |arge and expanded rol e to playia neeting the
chal | enge8 Of the new era Of internationsal disarmament efforts. |n that
context, may | add that Bangladesh will| be eager to play a role in the
expanded Conference on Disarmament i N Gemeva. Suah expansion, i N ourview,
ooul d be gradually achieved overa limted tine-frame, while maintaining the
balance of ¢he Conference and t hus enhanelng it8 ability to function more
effectively.

Wth che end ofthe coldwar, the world i1s eval uati ng ol d security
perceptions and doctrines. We are now i n amera of understandi ng ané
cooperation. This is a historic opportunity that we must seise upon to make
the world a safer place by reducing the arms race and thus reducing the
colossal expenditures associated Wth it. The peace dividend to be derived
from this shoul d be devoted to t he welfare of manki nd, particularly to the
growm h of t he economies of the developing world. Letws all give peace a
chance. Porit8 part, Bangladeskh pledges it active support and cooperation

to achieve t hat nobl e objective, which is the aream ofusall.
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Mr. ABDUL GHAFFAR (Bahrain) (irwishorétation fromArabic)s o]
extend the aongratul ati ona ofthe del egation of Bahrain toyou, Sir, onyour
el ection as Chairnan ofthis Conmttee. | @also congratul ate the other
officer8 of the Committee Ontheir election totheir respective posts. |
pl edge te full cooperation of my delegation in the Committee‘'s deli beration8
and wish you success i N discharging the tasks eantrusted to you.

I nternati onal relatioms have witnessed importantchangest hat f ol | owed
upon one another over the past year amd in the course of this year. One of
t he nost prom nent of those devel opnent8 was t he signing ofthe Charter of
Paris for A New Europaby the | eaders of 34 Stat88 of Eur ope and North
Anerica, within the framework of the Conference On Security and Cooperatiou in
Europe, That officially rang down the curtain onthe cold-war era with al
it8 tensions, internstional and regi onal polarisations and arms race. There
can be no doubt that these devel opnent 8 have had a positive effectin the
field of Aisarmament.

I n November 1990, the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forcer in Eur ope war
signed, aad on 31 July 1991, the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty war concluder\
between the United State8 andthe Soviet Union, in addition to the two
initiatives ofthe United States amd the Soviet Union onnuol ear weapon8 in
Septenber and Ootobar 1991. W wel come both initiative8 and hope thatt hey
will be followed by an integrated programme for t he elim nation of weapons of
mass destruction, particularly auclear weapons.

Them positive devel opnents in international ralations make iti nperative
for the international community to redouble its efforts to maintain

i nternational peace andsecurity. |n the unanimous opi ni on of authorities on
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law and politics, there are three complementary approaches to achi eve this,
The girast 18 the approaoh of settling disputes by peaoeful means. The second
is the rotting up of a system of collective security i n which all peace-1|oving
States woulld participatein orderto ensure its universality and viability.
The third is disarmament. Both the processes of pecace and security are
organically | i nked t 0 disarmament. | ndeed, itis impossible t0 achieve peace
or security at either theregional or international |evels wthout genuine
disarmament, and in particular nuclear, chenical and biol ogical disarmament.
Here the creation ofa some in the Mddl e East free of weapon8 of ma88
destruction inevitably will| be beneficial to the States ofthe region. We
bel i eve that we must rid the region of all nuol ear, biological and chemi cal
weapons.

In hi 8 statementin the Geueral Assembly, my country's Forei gn Minister
reaf firmed that coavietion when he said:

“Today, W are even moreresol ved to achieve this goal [a sone free
of weapon8 of mare destructi on] because of our bel i ef that international
security is intrinsically |inked to it8 regional constituents aad our
conviction that strengthemiung the security of the M ddle Eartregi on by
maki ng itcompletely free of weapon8 of massdestruction will be a
positive contribution to the maintenance of worl d peace.”
(A/46/PV.18, p, 23)

Unquesti onably, nuol ear weapons continue tobe aa abi ding concerain the
M ddl e Bast,® apeoially since there iseveryindi cation that Israel possesses
approxi mately 300 nuclear bombs. W believe thatthe decl aration of the

nucl ear-free sone in the Mddl e East should be based on renunciation by the
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Statea ofthe regi on of the acquisition of nucl ear weapons, in addition to
strict rules and regulations that woul d governt he use of radioactive
mat eri al s by the States of the region.

Security is of paramount importance to all countries, whether great or
small. The smal | countries are particularly concerned because they are
especially vul nerabl e to outside threats and aggression. In his report on
protection and security for smallStates, the Secretary-Gemeral, i N commenting
on the views of members of the Security Counci | , sald in this connection:

"Because of their i ntrinsic characteristics, snall States may need a
speci al measureofattention and support. Menber States clearly

acknow edged that the international community had a vestedinterest in

safeguarding the security ofsmal|l States, siace the international order

coul d be underm ned by their instability orl 0se ofsecurity.”

(A/46/339. p, 9)

The United Nations canplay a majorrole in this respect, through the Security
Counci |, where the securityneeds ofsnmall States should be studied. Of
course, the best sccurity guarantee Woul d be the mutual respect by all States
forthe principle6 of sovereignty, territorial integrity, the United Nation8
Charter and international | aw

Bahrain, as a menber ofthis international forum,|ooks forward to
further achievenents in the area of disarnmanent seo that the world maylive in
safety and in peace. At the same time, we support the consolidation of
col lective security within the framework ofthe United Natioms through the
prohi biti on ofthe use of force Or the threat Of the use Of force. Part

experience has made it abundantly clear that w thout am adequate system of
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deterrence, w thout proper respect for t he sovereignty of States, especially
small States, the system of world security woul d be threatened. W hope that
wor | d security will be consolidated through the elimnation ofthe sources of
tension i n t he world especially at the regional |evel andthe achi evenent of
| asting solutioms tointractable political, ecomemie and social probl ens.

ME.QIXEAA (BT inei PardasaYam)s h e first © Ime in this
Committee, | rhould like first to extend to yow, 8ir, ny delegation’s war m
congratul ati onr on your election as Chai r man of the First Conmttee. | am
confident t hat under your w se |eadership the Committee will be able to
acconpl i sh its task successfully. Felicitatlions are al so extended to the
ot her officers of the Committee, whose dedi cation has contributed to the
Committee’s work.

W have recently witnessed significant changes af fecting international
events, which in many ways have transformed our thi nki ng about the achievement
of a secure and peaceful world. Against the backdrop of the end of Bast-West
tension and the changes within the Soviet Union, we are achieving a nuch
desi red world-wide consensus r egar di ng manyi nportant issues, notably those
concer ni ng disarmament.

The start of the so-cal |l ed new worl d order has perhaps helpedto remove
sone of the outward sigms of |ong-term pessimsm Elimination of al | weapons
of mass destruction, along with keyinitiatives to bring arms under control

and the reduction of nucl ear armanments have begun to preoccupy the Committee

in its deliberations.
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Al | those initiatives are very convincing but none is more welcome or
appreciated by al | of wus than the recent announcements by President Bush and
Presi dent Gorbachev oftheir intention tocanceland elimnate tactica
nuclear Weaponsand some of their nucl ear programmes. Brunei Darussalam
welcomes t her e historic devel opnents, together Wi t h the good respomse from
those countries Wi t h nuclear weapons. M del egation believes that the
commitment shown by those concerned will seta precedent formareefforts to
accelerateprogress on al | disarmament agenda itens.

Wth the growi ng concern over arms control and di sarmanent, Brune
Darussalam is anticipating that priority wild be given to those arms whi ch, in
our belief, will have the npst disastrous effect, not only on human lives, but
al so onthe eventual destruction of our plaszet. In this aonneation ny
del egation stresses the point with regard to the proliferation of nuol ear
weapons: we believe that the international community, in particular the
nucl ear - weapon States, should be equal Iy disposed towards a comprehensive
teat - ban treaty. However,our hope to see the cessation of nucl ear-weapon
tests Wi ll nothave positive results foras | ong as the nucl ear-Power Btater
continue to conduct nucl ear-weapon tests. We have always hel d the view that
further tooting and research will not only produce nore sophisticated nuclear
weapons but will al so undermine al | hopes for arms control and the elim nation
of weapons of mass destruction. |t is also mycountry'swish not to see more
nucl ear weapons devel oped, and to achieve that wi sh itis only |ogical toban
nucl ear testing on a comprehensive, universal and non-discrimnatory scale.
Therefore, my del egati on wel cones the re-establishment of t he Ad Hoe Conmittee

in 1992 to pursue an appropriate nandate towards a conprehensive nucl ear-test

ban.
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As a party t 0 the Treaty on the Non-Prolifaration of Nucl ear Weapons
Brunei Daruaraluis @ aaouraged by recent developments and pleased t0 see tha
t he non-proliferation Treaty ha6, slowly but surely, gai ned more ground. The
i ntenti on of Prance, Chi na and Sout h Afrieato becone signatories to the
Treaty Joes signify a positive development on this i ssue and is greatly
welcomed by my country. |n view of this devel opnment we urge those States,
with orw t hout nmuclear-weapons capabilities, whi ch have not acceded t 0 the
Treaty, todo se. This move by other non-party States will surely enable the
i nternational commumity to achieve what it seeksto acconplish, particularly
progress tovards the reduction of the risk of an out break of nucl ear war and,
consequently, t he streagtheaing of peace and international security.

Brunel Darussalam is cqual |y concerned about other probl ens whieh dermand
serious consideration. The threat of weapons of mass destruction wll slways
prevail a8 |ong as coanstructive efforts fort heir elimiaation remain at a
standstill. Like speakers before me, | should also |ike to repeat ny
country's calls for a speedy conclusion 10t he negotiations on an
i nternational coavemtiom on the prohibition of the uoe, manufacture and
stockpiling of chemical weapons. We are convinced t hat the expected
conclusion Of thc convention wi || contribute to the total elinination of oth
categories of weaponO of mass destruction, especially caemical weapons,

Like other Member States, Brunei Darussalam al so attacher great
importance t 0 t he issue of biological weapons and is of the view that the
produati oa of such weapons of mass destruction should be halted. Qur firm

commitment With regardto t he issuewarenhanced when ny country earlier thi
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year acceded tO the Convention on the Prohibition ofthe Devel opnent,
Production and Steckpiling of Bacteri ol ogi cal (Biologieal) and Toxi n Weapons
and on Their Destruction. This decision is also in 1ime with Brunei
Darussalam's own bi ol ogi cal weapon8 Act, which is ained at prohibiting the
devel opment, production, acquisition and poasseasiom of certain biol ogical
agent 8 and toxin8 and of biol ogi cal weapoms. At this juncture we woul d also
1iketoappl aud t he parties concerned, whose workandcontri bution have led to
the successful conclusion of the Third Revi ew Conference of t h6 Parties to the
bi ol ogi aal weapon8 Convention held in Geneva recently. W hop8 that the
decisions adopted wil| significantly contribute to the further st rengt hening
of e Conventi on.

The mai nt enance of gl obal peace and security is i ndeed of prime
importance and renai n8 essential to our survival. The cold war maybe over
but as past event8 have proved, it is th6 snall, sovereigm State8 that are
mostvul nerabl e to any actof aggression conducted byoutside elements. It is
undeni abl e that wi de possession of arms and weapon8 of mass destruction
t hr ough the unabated transfer of arn8 ha8 i ndeed led t 0 strong suspicion,
hostilities and arnB conflict. | n this connection the United Nation8 study on
way8 and meams of pronoting transparency i n international transfer of
conventi onal arms should be welcomed. \We also hold the view that the
discussion on the establishment of an i nternati onal arms transfer register
under the auspices of the United Nation8, and it8inplenentation, should be
based on the basic principle of universality andnon-dircrimnatioa.

The ond of ideological rival ry between thc super-Powers and the beginning

of international cooperation should augur wel | for the mew thinking on
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disarmament, wcbelleve that, with the encouragement and total support O
Momber Btates, the United Nations couldpl ay an extensive role im key sec
and disarmament issuea. In our effort to build a future that is peaceful
to save succeeding gensrations from t he scourge of war, we therefore reit
our stamdthat “ue United Nationa is th6 principal body on which we rely

the maintenance of peace and security.

Thae _maoting rose at 4,40 p.m.



