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In the absence oP the Chairman, Mr. Fahmy (Egypt), Vice-Chairman, took the

Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 10.35 a.m.m

AGEMA  1~5?4!3  71, 72 and 73 (continued)

GENERAL DmAm  AND 03NSIDERATION  OF AND ACTION  ON DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ON
1NmNATP)NAL  SECZIRITY  ITPMS

Mr* AYAm LASS2  (Ecuador) ( i n t e rp r e t a t i on  f rom Span i sh ) ,  When  we  t he

peoples of the world decided over 44 years ago to establieh the United Nations we

intended to  uni te  our  s t rength  to  mainta in  in ternat ional  peace  and securi ty ,  and we

agreed that  tha t  would  be  the  Organitatfon�s  pr imary purpose.

Since  the  Declara t ion on the  Strengthening of  In ternat ional  Secur i ty  was

acbpted  the  General  Aseembly  has  kep,: the  subject  under  cons tant  cons idera t ion ,

thus  shckJing recogni t ion that  an  a tmosphere  of  peace  and secur i ty  i s  the  essent ia l

baais for  the  dynamic and effect ive  development  of pol ic ies  of codperatian  and for

puttinq  in to  e f f ec t  proqramrnes  d e s i g n e d  t o  a t t a i n  t h e  general  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  p e o p l e s .

Based on tm idea a l ready ma& obsolete  by ser ious  analysis  and his tor ica l

events ,  mankind went  through a  s tage of  bel ieving that  peace and secur i ty  were

d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  military c a p a c i t y . Tha t  t ha t  t h fnk fnq  wau mi s t aken  was show

when it  resulted in an arms race f which clearly demonstrated the dramatic danger

that mankind had created - that  of destroying his  own race because of  a  mis take or

out of madness. Weapons ,  especia l ly  nuclear  weapons ,  d id  not  contr ibute  to

e s t ab l i sh ing  t he  peace  and  s ecu r i t y  t ha t  we re  so  such desired. Rather ,  they

c rea t ed  ye t  more  s e r i ous  r i sk s  t c  peace .

For  that  reason,  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  became convinced that  increas ing

weapons  a lso  increased dis t r  us t  be tween nat ions ,  and that  tha t  t rend needed ta  be

reversed, through general and conjplete  disarmament. My delegation today be1  ieves,
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mcee  t han  eve r , that  in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty  can he  guaranteed only

through general and comp1et.e disarmament, e s p e c i a l l y  n u c l e a r  disnrmament,  under

e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .

There  is no doubt  tha t  th is  i s  spr ingt ime for  the  wor ld ,  a  t ime of very

important  and posi t ive  events ,  whose s ignif icance we cannot  fa i l  to  mention-

Effective agreements have been reached on disarmament issueat the major Peers  have

a n n o u n c e d  t h e i r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  forces! i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s  ions

are  beginning to  d iminish;  and we see  the  poss ib i l i ty  of long- las t ing conf l ic ts

b e i n g  d e a l t  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l l y . T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  arnred  p e a c e  i s  l o s i n g  i t s  i n f l u e n c e .

There  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  has  p layed an impartant  ro le . I t  was  no t  f o r  no th ing  t ha t

l a s t  yea r  t he �Blue Helmets� were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

Dialogue, agreement, open-mindedness, t o l e r ance  and  r e spec t  f o r  t he  p lu r a l i t y

of  ideas  are  t r iumphing over  dis t rus t ,  dogmat ism, ideolog lcal struggles and blocs -

L i t t l e  by  l i t t l e  soc i e t i e s  a r e  f r ee ing  t hemse lves  o f  supe r f i c i a l  prejudicen  and  a re

no t i ng  t ha t  e s s en t i a l l y  a l l  peop l e  a r e  equa l , that  we have the  sane aspire  tions  for

Progress and well-being and that we want to be happy and to live in peace and

secu r i t y .
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The  basic responsibi l i ty  of  facing theee new real i t ies  and adapt ing pol ic ies

to the new aspirations that are becoming evident everywhere falle  upon the world�s

leaders ,  who rnmt not  ignore  or misinterpre t  the  voices  of the i r  peoplea. An

awareness of human solidarity means also that collect fve peace and security cannot

be achieved unless  they are extended to all  mankind, That in turn means that We

must all - large,  medium-sized and smal l  a l ike  - cont r ibute  to  tha t  end .  No one

can conaider  himself uninvolved1  everyone must make a contribution.

The  Minis te r  for Foreign Affairs  of Ekuador, a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  b e f o r e  t h e

General Assembly, said that

�The lack of secur i ty  in  the  world  a t  large ,  and in  Lat in  America  in

par t icular ,  has  many deep-rooted cuaaes . Amng them are  the  v io lence  in  the

la rge  urban  centres1  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  peasants/ t h e

deter iora t ion of  the  environment  and qual i ty  of l i fer  poor  working condi t ions

and low payr the  s t i f l ing pract ices  of those  who wield  f inancia l  powerr food

imbalances and unmet health needs) and the lack of opportunity for the young

to u8e their imagination and energy. They are  also  to  be  found in  the  fa i lure

to  make  the  unfair i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r d e r  mre demcra t i c ,  and  i n  l a ck  o f  respect

for  human r ights  and the  sovereignty  of  nat ions  through unjus t i f ied

interference.�  (A/44/PV,  7, PP. 81-82)

In fact ,  the  new concept  of  in ternat ional  secur i ty  for  hich  we must  work can

no longer  refer  only  to  pol i t ica l  and mil i tary  aspects. There has been an unjust

delay in  meet ing  the  socia l  needs  of  the  masses, who are  aware  of  the  in jus t ice  and

inequal i ty  they have suffered throughout  his tory. This  could  pose  a threat to  the

modern world and create an increasingly deep and unmanageable crisis. The concept

o f  s ecu r i t y  i s  t hus  i nc r ea s ing ly  l i nked  t o  t he  economic ,  soc i a l  and  cultural

r ea l i t i e s  o f  ou r  wor ld .
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Quite rightly, the majority of countries believed that disarmament should be

viewed as closely linked with development. Today more than ever we must recognize

that  peace and secur i ty  are  inseparably  l inked wi th  jus t ice .  We developing

countries are  deeply  pleased and opt imis t ic  a t  the new pol i t ica l  climate.  We

applaud the broadened possibili t ies of co-operation between East and West,  but we

cannot  fa i l  to  fear  that  in  pract ice  the  new events  my deepen  differences between

Worth  and South  and delay in&fini te ly  the  realization  of the  developing wor ld �s

legi timate a sp i r a t i ons .

The countr ies  of  Eas tern  Europe need,  and should  receive,  ass is tance  to  enable

them to  resolve  the i r  ser ious  problems ,  but  tha t  shouid  not  mear that  Lat in  America

and the  developing world  in  genera l  are  again  lef t  on  the  s idel ines .

Those fears must not be realizedl  to that end, developed countries must

unders tand that  they wil l  have to  make a  sacr i f ice , which might in practice mean

one luxury i tem less  so  that  poor  peoples  can have one vi ta l  mrsel of bread more.

I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of  c r i t i c a l l y  poor l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  for  t h e

vas t  masses  of  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  w o r l d  i s  a  sot ial i n j u s t i c e ,  ark e n d e m i c  i l l  t h a t

s tands  in  s tark  contradi t ion to  respect  for  bas ic  human r ights  and a  cause  of

n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t a b i l i t y .

The fore ign debt  tha t  weighs  on developing countr ies  and that  forces  them to

choose between a  pol icy of  paying socia l  debts  for  the  survival  of the i r  own

peoples  and one  of servic ing and paying bank debts ,  i s  another  source  of nat ional

a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t a b i l i t y .

It i s  therefore  indispensable  to  l ink problems of  peace and secur i ty  wi th

those  of  development  and socia l  jus t ice . T h i s ,  i f  appraeched w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,

responsibi l i ty  and sol idar i ty ,  could  s t rengthen conf idence-bui ld ing measures  among

nat ions  and entrench a  c l imate  of  peace and secur i ty .
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We want  a secur i ty  encompassing a l l  f ie lds  of in ternat ional  re la t ions ,  both

Pol i t ica l  and socia l ,  s ince  threa ts  to  peace  can exis t  in  the  economic  and

sc i en t i f i c  f i e l d s ,  i n  e co log i ca l  imba l ances , i n  c u l t u r a l ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  f i n a n c i a l

and commercial factors, in food- and energy-production, in the lack of freedom and

in violations of human rights and denrocracy  l

When the South sees that the North Cs showing the will  to co-operate in

sotidarity  to solve the problems of hunger, ignorance, poverty and il.lness,  a new

environment of co-operation will omerge among all nations, The democratic spring

in Europe will then have bec-3rm  a universal springtinre  of freedom.

That is the true meaning and thrust of the commitment we assumed in 1945, to

turn our canons into ploughshares. That is what mankind expects Of us.

For  i t s  par t ,  Ecuador , as a member of the Andean  subregion, is working

together  wi th  the  o ther  countr ies  members  of  the  Andean group in  a  comnlitnent  to

Peace,  secur i ty  and co-operat ion towards  the  e l iminat ion of  force  as a means of

s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e s . We rei terats our joint determination to live and work in

harmony!  to  work together  to  solve  problems and meet  shared aspi ra t ions ,  thus

laying the foundation for an agreed policy based on the premise that progress  for

a l l  i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  p r o g r e s s  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l . Ecuador is determined to make

e v e r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h a t  i n i t i a t i v e . That will  be Ecuador�s

contr ibut ion to  the  effor ts  of  Lat in  America  and the  Car ibbean as  d region and of

the  cont inent  as  a  whole  to  bu�&ld  new re la t ionships ,  as  the  Foreign Minis ter  of

Ecuador stated at the recent General Assembly of the Organisation of American

S t a t e s .
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Mr.  BAYART  (Mongol ia)  ( in terpre ta t ion f rom Russian)  8 Nineteen years  agog

at its twenty-f I fth sess ion, the General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the

Strengthening of Internat ional  Security and the  Declara t ion  on Pr inciples  of

International Law concern.ing  Friendly Relations and Co-operation anmng  States in

accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.

Adopted respect ively  on the  in i t ia t ive  of  the  Un ion of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t

Republics and the Polish People�s Republic,  those important Declarations both

encourage the in ternat ional  communi ty  in  i t s  ef for t  to  s t rengthen in ternat ional

peace and security and develop mutual understanding and co-operation among States.

A pr incipal  ta& is  to  bui ld  up the  ro le  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in  genera l  and

to  ensure  the  pr imacy of the  pr inc ip les  and purposes  of the  Char ter  in  that  v i ta l

a rea . Some of  the  27 operat ive  paragraphs of  the  Declarat ion of  Internat ional

Securi ty  are devoted to  increas ing the  effect iveness  of the  world  Organisat ion and

i t s  Cha r t e r .
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The Declaration revealed, fo r  t he  f i r s t  tinre, t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  mult ip le  app roach

to  the  .strengthening of  i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y . I t  conf i rmed the  c lose  l ink

between in ternat ional  secur i ty  and diaarnrament, t he  p roce s s  o f  decolonizationr

economic developnent, full implementation of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

the  expansion of  in ternat ional  co-operat ion in  var ious  f ie lds ,  and so  on9

Considera t ion of  the course  of  implementa t ion of the goals  se t  for th  in  th is

i m p o r t a n t  documnt  he lp s  S t a t e s  t o  a s se s s  t he i r  po l i cy  and  t he i r  p r ac t i c a l

ac t i v i t i e s  in  regard  t o  i n t e rna t iona l  s ecu r i t y  eve ry  yea r . I t  p l a y s  a  r o l e  i n

creat ing a  c l imate  conducive  to  a  new pol i t ica l  order  - developing trends away from

confronta t ion  to  co-opera t ion . More  than ever  before ,  the  s i tua t ion in  the  wor ld

today  i s  f avou rab l e  t o  t he  implementation  of  the a i m s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n

the  Declara t ion. Descr ibfng t h i s s i t u a t i o n  i n  his  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e

Organization  for  1989, the  Secretary-General  s t ressed that  peace had gained the

dimension of a mu1  ti faceted endeavour. That  conduces  to  an  increase  in  the  role  of

t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a s  a  cen t r e  fo r  harmnining  the  e f fo r t s  o f  S t a t e s  t o  s t r eng then

internat ional  peace  and secur i ty  in  the  economic,  socia l  and other  f ie lds .

My delegat ion  would  l ike  to  note  the  impor tant  ro le  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  i s

playing in  the  process  of  the  decolonization  of  Namibia. We are happy to note that

the long struggle of the Namib  ian people is being crowned with the orqaniza tion  of

i ts  own sovereign democrat ic  Sta te .

Among other  posi t ive  changes  resul t ing f rom the  new pol i t ica l  th inking is  a

real is t ic  and reasonable  apprmch  towards  events  and the  problems of  world

development. The international community is coming to understand mOre and more the

fate  of  a l l  g lobal  problems and  t he  i nd iv i s i b l e  na tu r e  o f  i t s  s ecu r i t y .
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In  his  staterent  to  the  General  Assembly,  the Minis ter  for  Foreign Affairs  of

the Mongolian People�s Republic, Mr. Gombosuren, stated,

� I n  o u r  v i e w ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d  i s  l i k e l y  t o  s u c c e e d  a n d  t o  becam  a

continuous and i r revers ible  process . T h e  f i r s t  s t o n e s  o f  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n  are

being hewn from very solid elements ,  exp re s s ing  a  ba l ance  o f  t he  legitimte

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s . �

(A/44/PV. 17, P. 58)

In  t h i s  c o n t e x t , i t  wou ld  be  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ove re s t ima t e  t he  s i gn i f i c ance  o f  t he

resolution recently adopted by the General Assembly on enhancing international

Peace ,  s ecu r i t y  and  i n t e rna t i ona l  co -ope ra t i on  i n  a l l  i t s  a spec t s  i n  a cco rdance

with the Charter of the United Nations. The main advantage of  th is  resolut ion,

wh ich was adopted unan imous ly , l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  r e f l e c t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

consensus  on  the  need  to  develop  co-peration  am.>ng a l l  Sta tes  in order  to

Strengthen in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty  and to  s t rengthen the  ro le  and

e f f ec t i venes s  o f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ions  a s  a  cen t r e  fo r  harmrxizing  those  e f fo r t s .

We wish  to  s t ress  the  unique  fac t  tha t  the  resolut ion  was adopted  as a resul t

o f  a  j o in t  i n i t i a t i ve  o f  t he  USSR and  and  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime  i n

the  his tory  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions . The in ternat ional  communi ty  duly  apprecia tes  the

fact  that  those  two Powers  were  a t  the  cradle  of  the  Uni ted Nat ions ,  and th is  again

conf i rms thei r  dedicat ion to  the  ideals  of  the  world  Organizat ion. We hope that

the  spi r i t  of  increas ing co-opera t ion between the  USSR and the  Uni ted  Sta tes  wi l l

he further encouraged through the Eorthcoming  meeting between General Secretary

Mi khail  Gorbachev and President George Bush.

Moreover, i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly  ca l l s  on  a l l  States t o

in t ens i fy  t he i r  p r ac t i ca l  e f fo r t s  t owards  ensu r ing  i n t e rna t i ona l  peace and  secu r i t y

i n  a l l  i t s  a s p e c t s  throuqh co -ope ra t i ve  means  i n  a cco rdance  w i th  t he  Cha r t e r  o f  t he

Uni ted Na t ions.
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We should like to stress the phrase "to intensify their practical efforts".

Such urgent efforts in act ordance with the Charter are required for the speedy

settlement of conflicts in the Middle East, in South and South-East Asia and in

Central America. The international community has a right to 6:.c,?ect  that, from now

on, there will be an end to measures that obstruct the political settlement of

crisis situations in Palestine, Lebanon, Afghanistan, Cambodia, Nicaragua and

Panama, in the interest of peace and security in those areas.

In the liqht of the stormy events in Europe, the need to maintain stability

and strengthen security on the continent requires that all States act in conformity

with the Charter and abstain from any action that runs counter to the interests of

peace, demszracy and soaial progress in Europe.

The general debate in the plenary Assembly and in the First Committee

significantly enriched the arsenal of new ideas and proposals on matters relating

to international co-operation to ensure security. We are happy to note that life

confirms the timely topical nature of the question raised by socialist States

concerning a mmplex, multifaceted approach to ensuring international security, and

to working out a global concept of security on the basis of the purposes and

Principles of the Charter.

The Chairman of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, Mr. Drnovsek, in his

statement to the General Assembly stressed that:

"The notion of security is not confined to its military component.

Closely associated with disarmament are: the observance of the nrinciples of

the United Nations Char er; the peaceful settlement of disputes; economic

developmentr  and respect for all collective and individual human rights."

(A/44/PV.S, p. 47)
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The formar Prima Minister of Norway,  Mrs. Gro Harlem Brundtland, declared that

the concept of global security should include the concept of stable development, as

well as the need to fight the unequal distribution of wealth and the worsening of

the environment rind natural resources. Nuclear disarmament and the limitation of

armaments are the main measures necessary to build a truly secure and non-violent

world. Recent developments give us reason to hope that steps will soon be taken to

bring about a signficant reduction in Soviet-Amarican strategic offensive weaponSI

a comprehensive ban on chemical weapons, and the limitation of conventional

armaments and armed forces in Europe.

At the same time, we must not forget that the process of development is much

slower than is needed by the international community. The technological arms racer

involving various types of armaments, is continuing and threatening the

effectiveness of disarmament efforts. The reduction of nuclear missile armaments

has not yet encompassed all States in possession of such .beapons.  In addition, the

winds of change have not touched upon many important areas, among them

international economic relations, where injustice, inequality and discrimination

continue to dominate. My delegation shares the view that peace and security can be

strengthened only if based on a just and solid economic foundation. That cannot be

accomplished without the economic and social development of the international

community as a whole.
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In other words, despite the obvious achievements in changing the world for the

better, the international community still has many important and complex problems

to solve. To a large extent  the i r  so lu t ion  wi l l  d ic ta te  the  road the  wor ld  takes,

Being a f itm believer in the need to end confrontation and to develop

internat ional  cooperation,  Mongol ia  is  making every effort  t6 cont r ibute  to  the

demcratization  of in ternat ional  re la t ions  and increase  mutual  unders tanding and

trust between §ta tea. Our delegation notes  wi th  sa t i s fac t ion that  the  posi t ive

changes have not passed by the Asia-Pacific region. The spi r i t  of  the  Vladivostok

i n i t i a t i v e  i s  recognized  a n d  app l i ed  i n  r e l a t i ons  be tween  S t a t e s  i n  t ha t  pa r t  Of

the world.

None the  less ,  the  s i tuat ion genera l ly  remeins  complex and even contradic tory

i n  BonEi  a spec t s . T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  no la rge -sca le  p o l i t i c a l  dialogue  o r  p r ac t i ca l

consultations between States of the region on matters of concern to them. There  i s

therefore a need for a mbre active search for ways to expand bilateral subreg iOna1

and regional  amtacts  and in terac t ion.

Because i t  i s  convinced of  tha t  need,  in  August  th is  year  the  Oavernment of

the Mongolian People�s Republic proposed setting up machinery for regular dialogue

and negot ia t ions  between Sta tes  in  the  nor thern  par t  of  the  Asia-Pacif ic  region.

Tha t  p roposa l  was  d i c t a t ed  by  ou r  de s i r e  ti c o n t r i b u t e  a s  rmch as  possible t o

expanding co-opera t ion hetwesn  the  Sta tes  of  the subregion,  inc luding the  Sovie t

Union, the People�s Republic of China, Japan,  the  Democrat ic  People �s  Republic  of

Kore;, South Korea and Mongolia as well as the United States and Canada.

Al l  S t a t e s  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  t he  developsmnt  o f  co -ope ra t i on  i n  va r  ioue areasr

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  ecologica l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d

humanitar ian areas . In mul tilataral dialogue and consultations consideration
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should b e  g i v e n  t o  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  ditente and  trust i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

re la t ions  in  the  mil i tary  field,  eecurity  of in ternat ional  t raneport  and

aommunica tione and 80 ona

We be1 ieve that conditions are now mre favourable for adoption of the idea

put forward by the Mongolian People�8  Republic. Many States of the Asia-Pacifio

region - the  Sovie t  Union,  the People�e  Republ ic  of China ,  the  Democr+Ma People�8

Republic of Kor 86, Japan and South Korea - have recently put forward prOpO8ala to

improve trust, d ia logue and co-opera t ion  in  the  area,  The Sovie t  proposal

concerning the Aeia-Pacific regic3 and the idea recently put forward by Japan, an

i n i t i a t i v e  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cooperation  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d

developnrent,  to  a cer ta in  extent  coincide  in  the i r  main  ideae and objectivear

t h o u g h ,  aa w e  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  i n i t i a t i v e  oovera  a  r a the r  w ide r  f i e ld .

The full normaliza t ion of rela t ione between the Soviet On ion and China and the

emerging development  of mutual relations between the Soviet Union and the United

States in our view create conditioner which foeter mbvement  towarde the adoption of

our  idea . The activities of subregional organ izatione, euch  ae~ the South Asian

Aeeocia  tion for Peg ional  Co-pets  t ion (SAARC)  and the Aeeoc  b t ion of South-East

heirn  Nat ions  (ASEAN), can give  much valuable  informat ion about  apprcmches  to

implement ing  proposal8  such  88 the  idea of creat ing negot ia t ing machinery for the

northern aubregion of the Asia-Pacific region.

We consider  tha t  implenrentatfon  of our  in i t ia t ive  would  be  an  impor tant

component in an Asia-Pacific system of peaceful, mutually advantageous co-operation

between all the States of the req ion. Such a aye tern,, encompassing the  four  b iggest

Powers  in  the  wor ld ,  inc luding three  permanent  me&era of the  Securi ty Counci l ,

would  he  decis ively  important  for  the  creat ion of  the  foundat ions  of  a secure wotld~
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Finally, I wish to stress that the proposal put forward by the Mongolian

I People’s Republic is closely linked to its desire to participate actively in the

1 international division of labour and to be integrated mxe closely in economic

1 relations in the area and the world as a whole , and to our policy of making an

’ all-embracing contribution to the developmnt  of mtual  understanding,  trust and

Co-operation between the States of the Asia-Pacific region.

Mr. TAEB (Afghanistan):- - The maintenance of peace and security has been

the main object.i.ve of the United Nations since it was established. The adoption of

the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security by the General

Assembly at its twenty-fifth session was an outstanding event during the Cold-war

era. The Declaration stressed the principles in the United Nations Charter for the

improvement of international relations , which still apply to the world’s present

situation.

Despite unfortunate episodes since the end of the Second World War, the United

Nations achieverrent  in carrying out its main purposes , enshrined in the Charter, is

remarkable. The Republic of Afghanistan highly appreciates these efforts, and

hopes that the joint and constructive endeavours of all Member States, in a

Co-operative spirit, will contribute further to enhancing the Organisation’s role,

which is to build a secure world in which all nationsp irrespective of their sizer

geographical location, level of development or political, economic and social

systems, may live in peace based on justice.

We recognize that the problem of international security is complicated, and

has various aspects, the solving of which requires hard work, with political

determination by all StaLes.

The present international atmosphere , which is marked by a transition ’Vom the

cold-war perid, creates favourahle conditions for international co-operation and
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nutual  understanding, which could and must lead ue~  towarde concrete outcorma on the

common problerne  facing mankind.

My delegation believe8  that the problema of diaarmament, development and

eecu r i t y  a r e  g loba l ly  l i nked . Therefore , meaeuree  to  s t r e n g t h e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

seaurity  muat  be comprehensive  and ehould  addreee al l  aspects  of the  problem.  We

reoogniae t ha t  801~ question8  r e l a t i ng  t o  those i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  p r o b l e m s  c o n t i n u e  to

b e  disaurssed  a t  va r ious  Un i t ed  Na t ione  bodice  and  a t  mu l t i l a t e r a l ,  r eg iona l ,

sub reg iona l  and  b i l a t e r a l  levela  outsi& t h e  U n i t e d  Nationa. We fully encourage

a l l  these ac t i v i t i e s  and  etreea the  v i ew  tha t  the  U n i t e d  Nation8  ehou ld  p l ay  the

oentral  role for  these purposes* Strengthening the United Na tione  role  ie di rect ly

linked to the need to enhance the effeotiveneee of ita principal tdiee - the

Security Council and the General Aeeembly - and United Nation8  peace-keeping

opera t ions .

In speaking about a aompreheneive  system of international peace and security,

we mean a world  wi thout  nuclear  weapanr4 and other  weaponr  of maee des t ruc t ion ,

without violence ,  dominat ion,  exploi ta t ion  and super ior i ty . lience,  we e t ronqly

bel ieve  that  the  eecur i ty  of  one can be aaeured only  through the  secur i ty  of all.

genuine disarmament  meaaurea  are  the  main factor  for  s t rengthening in ternat ional

peace and eecuri ty.

MY d e l e g a t i o n  doee n o t  s h a r e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s ecu r i t y  t h rough  a  fu r the r

eecala t ion of the arms race. On t he  con t r a ry ,  h igh  levela of  armanmnta, both

quan t i t a t i ve ly  and  qua l i t a t i ve ly ,  pu t  the  wor ld  i n  a  more  catastrophic e i t u a t i o n .

Needless  to  say, the  present  level  af  nuclear  weapon8 in  the world  is enough to

destraj our ent ire planet  several  t imes over .
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We are of the opinion that any step taken in the disarmamnt  spherer

particularly in  cu t t ing  mil i tary expendi tures , should promote development. The

f inancial ,  natural  and technoloqical  resources  now being devoted to  mi l i tary

Purposes should  be  reallocated to  the  eradicat ion of  the  hunger ,  pover ty  and

disease that  destroy the l ives  of hundred8  of  thousands every year .  That  is  an

ex t r eme ly  impor t an t  aepect  o f  s t r eng then ing  i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y .

With the improvement of East-West relations and the emergence of condi  time

favourable to the achievement of notable progress in the process of nuclear

disarmament ,  ver i f ica t ion and the  se t t lement  of  regional  conf l ic ts ,  a new era of

hope has begun. Neve r the l e s s ,  w i th  r ega rd  t o  t he  r eg iona l  conflict8  t h e  s i t u a t i o n

still remains tense in the Middle East, in Central America and in South-East and

Sauth-Weat  Asia.

Respect for and strict observance of international law and its bases are

eaaential fo r  t he  s t r eng then ing  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y . A  aelectiva  apprach t o

tha un ive r sa l l y  r ecogn fzed  p r i nc ip l e s  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  l aw ,  ba sed  on  t he  pu r su i t  of

s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  o n  d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o t h e r s ,  jeopardizea

in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty .

After six years of negot ia t ions  the  Geneva Agreements  re la t ing to  Afghanis tan

were  s igned in  Apri l  1988 for  the  purpose  of  se t t l ing ,  through peaceful  meansr one

of the regional conflicts  in South-West Asia. Since  the  oonclusion  of  the  Geneva

Agreements nearly 20 months have elapsed, bu t  peace  and  secu r i t y  a r e  s t i l l  f a r  f rom

being ea tabl ished in  that  region. The conti,nued armed intervention and

interference in  the  internal  affa i rs  of  my country have acquired new dinrensions.

The new phenomenon of continuing the armed conflict in Afghanistan through the

export  of  foreign nat ional  mercenar ies  as  �volunteers � i s  f  anninq the  f l ames  o f  war.
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The present situation ie the result of the selective approach towards an

international instrument - the Gsnava  Agreements - prepared and signed under the

auspices of the United Nations. The  other s ignatory to  those  hgreements  is  making

fut i le at tempts  to  l imi t  the  whole  of  the  Agreements ,  *&ich  cons is t  of four

instrunrents,  t o  a  s i ng l e  ph ra se , namely, the phr aae relating to the withdrawal of

foreign troops from Afghanistan. That is why, since 15 February 1989, at the

United Nations and elsewhere, we have been witness to the negative reaction and

insensitivity  of the other  par ty  to  cal ls  for  ful l  implementat ion of  the  Geneva

Agreements. The continued flagrant violation of the Geneva Agreements by Pakistan

is  an  undeniable  fact .

The recent explosion of an arms depot belonging to Afghan extremists in Qharam

Chishma, in Pakistan, causing a number of deaths and injuries, is evidence of such

v i o l a t i o n s . Indeed,  that  is bu t  one of  the  many arms dspots  that  exis t  in

Pakistan. Hence,  Member  Sta tes  should  fulf i l  the i r  responsib i l i ty  to  cont r ibute  to

the strengthening of international peace and security by concrete aotions where

they have the opportunity. F o r  i t s  p a r t , the Republic of Afghanistan spares no

e f f o r t  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d .

The negat ive  effects  of pol i t ica l  and mi l i ta ry  developments  in  our  region on

internat ional  peace  and secur i ty  are evident . We have signed the Geneva Agreements

far the  normal isa t ion of  the  s i tuat ion in  and around Afghanis tan.  Further,  owing

t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  r e q  i o n  anA i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f

Afghanistan has made new proposals aimed at political solutions of the internal and

external aspects of the problem. I n  o r & r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e

external  aspects  we have proposed the  convening of  an  in ternat ional  conference wi th

the  pa r t i c ipa t ion  o f  Afghan i s t an .  Pak i s t an ,  I r an ,  Ind i a ,  Ch ina ,  t he  Un i t ed  States?
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the Soviet Union, the Chairman of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and any

other interested parties.

In an address to the ninth summit meeting of the Movement of Non-Aligned

Countries at Belgrade, His Excellency President Na jibullah stated, with regard to

the international conference relating to Afghanistan:

�That conference will, at the very outset , agree upon putting an end to the

delivery of all types of weapons to the warring factions in order to support

the cease-fire and will protect and guarantee the permanent neutral and

demilitarised legal status of Afghanistan , which will be enshrined in the new

constitution. �

We attach great importance to the Mediterranean region, which has an important

geographical location connecting three continents. The security of the

Mediterranean region has a great effect on international security as a whole. My

delegation fully supports the transformation of the Mediterranean region into a

zone of peace, security and co-operation. We call for the withdrawal of all

non-regional forces from that area. We hope that the Minister ial Meeting of the

Mediterranean States merrbers of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the

nmeting of European and non-aligned Mediterranean States to be held next year in

Algeria and Palma de Mallorca, respectively, will make significant contributions to

the strengthening of confidence and security in the region.

Mr. BEKONXOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russ ian : For many years implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening Of

International Security has been an important item on the agenda of our

Organization. However, this year the discuss ion of that question acquires special

significance in the light of the dynamics of world development, which emphasise the

need to look at the provisions of the Declaration in today�s context to seer above
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a l l ,  haw they  a r e  t r ans l a t ed  i n to  t he  realities of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n a  a n d  t o

determine  speci f ic  s teps  to  be  taken to  solve  mrrent urgent  problems.

I n f l u e n c e d  b y  n e w  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g ,  t h e  o v e r - a l l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l

Cl imate  ie percept ib ly  changing. Orawing  p o s i t i v e  trend8 r e f l e c t  t he  gene ra l  need

for a fundamntally  new atability, eneured not through military deterrence but

through pol i t ica l  and legal  means , on  the  baais of  mul t i la tera l  mechanisms. That

involves building a world order free from the relics of the cold war and calls  for

c a l m ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  reaponsihle  movea  toward8  t h a t  p e r i o d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

r ela t ions.

We are convinced that the United Nations nust play a leading role in building

a new world based on denrxratic  principles of justice, mxality  and humanism, for

i t  i s  t h e  world�8  f o c a l  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  State6 for  t h e  survival

of civilization  meet l

In his s ta tement  a t  the  for ty-four th  aeaeion of  the  Uni ted  Nations General

Assembly, the Minister of Foreign Affair6 of the USSR, Eduard Shevardnadze,  said 8

�It ie the mission of the United Nations to promote among the world�s

peoples  the  idea  of  the  in terdependence  of nat ional  uspi ra t ions  and the  common

good of mankind, and to encourage nations to behave responsibly.�

(A/44/PV.6,  p .  33)

Fo r  usI i t  ia ev iden t  t ha t  p r i o r i t y  of  un ive r sa l  human  va lues  assumes p r io r i t y  of

w o r l d  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
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The Soviet Union welcomes the process of renewal gaining momentum in the

United Nations and the transformation of the Orqanization into a centre for

harmonizing the actions of the members of the international. community in accordance

rith the realities of the world in all its diversity. In ar view, we should do

everything to promote the trend emerqing in the activities of the United Nations,

combining a theoretical discussion of the ways and means of ensuring security in

its various aspects with specific analyses of pressing problems calling for

solutions through implementinq the provisions of the United Nations Charter.

Durinq the general debate in the plenary meetings  at this General Assembly

Session, there was an in-depth multilateral dialogue involvinq a large number of

Heads of State or Government and Ministers for Foreign Affairs, which highlighted

various aspects of the complex and multifaceted task of maintaining international

peace and security for all States. Subsequently, in the General Assembly and its

various Committes there have been persistent efforts to find practical approaches

to the sol.ltion of specific political, economic, social, cultural and humanitarian

Problems through improved international co-operation. We are happy in the

knovledqe that joint prop0s.a.L  by socialist countries, particularly those submitted

to the United Nations, promoted the salutary process of improving international

co-operation.

Joint eEforts by many States have revived faith in the real peace-making

potential of the United Nations and, in particular, the Security Council, the

central link envisioned by the Charter in the system of collective security. The

record of recent years shows an effective transition in that body from rhetoric to

dialogue aimed at finding solutions to the most diEficult problems. Credit for

this, of cour.se, goes not only to the members of the Council but to the

Organizatinn .3s a whole.
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I n  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n ,  i t  seems t o  u s  t h a t  r e n e w e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  Security

Council of questions relating to enhancement of I ta e f fec t  ivenenr3 i s  an i dea

worthy of at tent ion . Resolu t ion  of those  ques t ions  could  he  fac i l i ta ted  throllqh

better interact ion among Council members, improved consul tation mchinery,

inc luding the  par t ic ipa t ion  of the  Secretary-General  and,  where  necessaryt the

interes ted  par t ies  themselves , t h e  conveninq  o f  o f f i c i a l  c l o s e d  meetinqs  i n

spec i f i c  i n s t ances , and the  convening of  per iodic  Secur i ty  Counci l  nwtinqs  at the

level  of  Minis ters  of  Foreign Affairs .

The General Assembly, of course, h a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  cnsurinq

in t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y . T o  realiza  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e

poLitica  and  mora l  p r e s t i ge  o f  t he  un ive r sa l  t&y�s  decistons,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  t hose

ref lec t ing a  broad in ternat ional  consensus . We he�lleve  that expana ion of the

Secretary-&nersLts  peace-making functions would play a special part in onhancinq

t h e  Organization�s  capahili  t i e s .

Unde r ly inq  the j o i n t  S o v i e t - U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  strenqthan

in t e rna t i ona l  peace  and  s ecu r i t y  ant1  interna  tinnal c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  a l . 1  i t s  astwct..r,

in  accordance  wi th  the  United Nat ions  Char ter , a  resolu t ion  on  which  was aclopt.r?d

unanimously  a t  the  present  sess ion, i s  t h e i r  commitmnt  t o  pronntinq  n e w  r e l a t i o n s

in  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  and secur ing a  qreater role  and increased effect iveness  for

t h e  Organization  i n  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pe#ace md secI]rity.

Today  t he r e  i s  a r ea l  chance  t o  focus  t he  e f fo r t s  of t h e  U n i t e d  N;,tions  and

i t s  Member  S t a t e s  on  p r ac t i c a l  a c t i on  t o  s eek ,  co l l e c t i ve ly , real is ti.c sol.:1  t ion:;  t.9

s p e c i f i c  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pcohlems.

The process of disarmament, a h o v o  a l l  n u c l e a r  disarmament, remTins  vitrll  f o r

interna t ion.31 peace and socurl ty. The  wor ld  i s  hecominq r;aEar khank.s  t17 tllr?

PL imination of SOviet and Un \ ted StcltOs  inter,,,ediate- .7nd shorter-range  misniles
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and thanks to unilateral steps by the Soviet Union and its partners airned at

reducinq the Level of military confrontation in Europe and Asia. We believe those

measures will speed up the achievemnt  of aqreed radical decisions in the :ramework

of onqoinq disarmament negotiations.

In that context, the Soviet-United States dialogue still retains its

fundamntal siqnificance. We should mention in that connection the importance of

tile cloming meetinq, in the Mediterranean, between the Chairman of the Supreme

Soviet of the USSR, Mikhail Sergeiyevich Gorbachev, and the President of the United

States, Georye Bush, which will undoubtedly prove to be a major political milestone

in the prorfotion  of tine positive trends that in recent years have gained momentum

in Soviet-United States relations and are afl-icting  so favourably the overall

developmnt of the world political climate.

Progress towards the noble goal of establishing a nuclear-freer non-violent

and demilitarized world requires that other States, both nuclear and non-nuclearf

enqaqe more actively in the collective search for shortcuts on the path to

disarmamnt. In that context, the Organisation could becoma a centre of openness,

actively bromotinq confidence-building measures and A system of effective

verification of compliance with multilateral disarmament aqreements.

As EulLv reflected in the Declaration under discussion, a corner-stone of

effective security is unqualified renunciation of the threat or use of force

against the territorial integrity or political ’independence of any State. It is

also clear that genuine security is incompatible with military confrontation.
.’

Soviet proposals to eliminate foreign military bases and military p:esence on

foreiqn territory by the year 2000 are aimed, inter alia, at enhancing security.

Recent years have been marked by significant progress in finding effective

poLitica soltlutions to reqinnal hotbeds of tension, and conflicts and disputes
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amom States. Thanks to the efforts of the United Nations, the Security COUncil

and the Secretary-General , a vigorous process has been launched aimed at solving

regional problems through the use of the entire ranqe of political means. The

expanding interaction between the United Nations and regional organizationsr the

Non-Aligned Movement and other authoritative international forums plays an

important role here.

It is necessary to work to ensure the irreversibility of the settlement

processes under way under United Nations auspices, including those involving

Afghanistan, the Persian Gulf, Central America, Cyprus and so on. At the same

time, it is necessary consistently to promote solutions to other problems of

regional security, above all the Middle East problem. The free and democratic

elections held in Namibia, in which the United Nations participated directly, have

a historic siqnificance not only for the Namibian people. They constitute a

milestone in the elimination of the remnants of colonialism and open up prospects

for advancement towards lasting peace in southern Africa.

United Nations peace-keeping operations play an important role in the

settlement  of regional conflicts. .Inoreasingly, their significance is going beyond

the limited task of containinq hotbeds of tension and is reaching a qualitatively

new level, that of ensuring international and regional security. In general, the

present peace-making system, even though it has its share of difficultiesr

justifies itself. Questions relating to the creative use of the vast potential of

United Nations operations and to revealing ways to enhance their effectiveness need

to be discussed constructively in the framework of the Organisation.
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We believe that in order to ensure the continuity of the useful experience

accumulated to date, it is advisable to undertake an imaginative search for answers

to the challenges of today and tomorrow , when the Organization will, increasingly,

be called upon to function as the guarantor of international peace and security.

Today, it is important as never before to focus our efforts on revealinq more fully

the Organization’s potential in preventing the emergence of hotbeds of tension.

Guided by that approach, the Soviet Union submitted to the General Assembly at

its current session its views , contained in our aide-memoire on that question in

document A/44/602, on enhancing the preventive functions of the United Nations. We

Proposed the practical implementation of the entire arsenal of preventive measures

at tine disposal of the Security Council, the General Assembly, the International

Court of Justice, the Economic and Social Council, and the Secretary-General of the

United gations. In that connection, the Soviet Union favours enhancing the

Potential of the United Nations for gathering timely and objective information on

the situation in conflict areas.

Generally speaking, we are prepared to engage most actively in a dialogue on

TrJays to enhance the preventive role of the Organizstion and to create on that basis

an effective system for the early detection and warning of crises and conflicts of

various kinds. In our opinion, the proposal to establish a multilateral military

risk-reduction centre under the aegis of the United Nations is a promising area in

which to strengthen those functions of the Orqanization.

The edifice of international security must be built ,311 a solid legal

foundation. In that connection, the significance of legal means to settle disputes

Peacefully - inctlrding  those contained in the charters of international

organizations and in international agreements - is on the increase.
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Genuine security is inconceivable without economic saauri ty and without the

act ive  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  a l l  S t a t e s  i n  nhapinq  t h e  p r e s e n t - l a y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n

of  labour , s c i en t i f i c  and  t e chno log i ca l  exchanges ,  t r ade  and  co6pera tion, 3nd

thei r  in tegra t ion  in to  the  wor ld  economy on an equitable  and mutual ly  advqntaqeous

hasis. Environmental problems have reached global Proportions. They  call  for

ea r ly  mu l t i l a t e r a l  so lu t i ons , primarily within the framework of the United Nations,

through the  e laborat ion of  a  co-ordinated  apprmch, t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of

man�s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  na tu re , and the  preservat ion of  the  environment .

The  need  fo r  e f f ec t i ve  i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y  adequa t e  t o  t he

Pos t - con f ron t a t i on  era ca l l  f o r  mu l t i f ace t ed  apprmches  and, o f  courser Cnr more

substance  in the  activi t ies of  the  var ious  bodies  of  the  Uni ted Nat ions  and of  its

special iced agencies. I t  i s  important  that  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  become ever

more  convinced tha t  enhanced secur i ty  requires  in tense ,  consis tent  and broad-baaed

c o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n  f r o m  a l l  t h e  Members  o f  t he  Orqanizatinn.

We are  p leased to  note  the  progress  made in  t rans la t ing in to  pract ica l

PolitiCal  terms the  provis ions  of the  Declara t ion  on the  Strengtheninq  of

In t e rna t iona l  Secu r i t y . We muqt  now channel  our  jo in t  ef for ts  in to  idanti fyinq

problems confrontinq  the  Ilni t ed  Notions  as they emerce,  and to  focus  our  effor ts  on

finding the most efeective  means to defuse ext.9 ting and warding off new volatile

Situations.

Another  impor tant  ques t ion  before the  Commit tee  tha t  is par t  and parcel  of:  the

global  chal lenge of  ensur ing in ternationnl  secur i ty  is the  ques t ion  of

strengtheninq  s e c u r i t y  a n d  co-operation  i n  t h e  Medbterr,~n~?~~n. One npec iaL fe.3 tlirc)

o f  t he  Med i t e r r anean  i s  that i t  1s t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  c o n t i n e n t s . Dt~ritjq  II is vi.:i r

to Yugoslavia in March 1908, Mikhail  S. Gorbachev r>hacrved  thatr

�perhaps  n o w h e r e  e l s e  a s  here! are t h e  cornmn de.rtlnies  o f  peopl.?!;  ,jn:] t-bI?

in terdependence  and wholeness  of the  modern world t5�l.t  so  stronqly.�
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Posi t ive  developments  in  Europe and in  the  wor ld  in  genera l ,  in  par t icular  the

Successful  conclusion  o f  t he  V ienna  mee t i ng  and t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  t a l k s  o n

conven t ion al ar n#d forces and cane i dence- and sscuri  ty-bu ilding measures  in Europe t

as  wel l  as  progress  in  the  se t t lement  of regional  mnflicta, create  more favourable

c o n d i t i o n s  for  enhancinq  s t ab i l i t y  and  s ecu r i t y  i n  t he  Med i t e r r anean .

We regard the  s t rengthening of secur i ty  in  that  region as  an in tegrated

p r o c e s s  c o m p r i s i n g  pa ra l l e l  s t e p s  t o  s e t t l e  c o n f l i c t  s i t ua t i ona ,  e l i m i n a t e  h o t b e d s

o f  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n , br ing down the  level  of  mi l i tary  confronta t ion,  bui ld

c o n f i d e n c e  amonq  Med i t e r r anean  S t a t e s ,  and  promote  f ru i t fu l  r eg iona l  co-aperntion

in t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c , environmental ,  sc ient i f ic ,  humani tar ian  and other

f ielrls. The Soviet Union Cs ready ta co-operate extensively and without any

precondi t ions  on  ques t ions  tha t  can be  resolved  today.

The Sovie t  Union advanced a  ser ies  of  speci f ic  proposals  to  reduce mil i tary

confrnntstlon  a n d  b u i l d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i e l d  i n  the Med i t e r r anean  t ha t

were reElected in  our response  to  the  re levant  reques t  by  the  Uni ted  Nat ions

Secretary-General . Some of them are future-oriented, t hey  de f ine  fu tu re

object ives  and ways to  reach them1  others , i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  t o

confidence-building measures in the Mediterranean, the freeze and limits on the

Soviet and United States navies, could be implemented as early as today.

WC  a t tach great  importance to  the  provis ions  re la t ing to  secur i ty  and

co-opera t ion  in  the  Medi ter ranean conta ined in the  documents  adopted  wi th in  the

framework of  the  Conference  on Secur i ty  and Co-opera t ion in  Europe.  We bel ieve

t h a t  t h e y  c r e a t e  c e r t a i n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  j o i n t  a c t i o n  wi th  a  v i ew  to  improv ing

the s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h a t  r e g i o n .

At  the  game t ime,  we must  welcome the  const ruct ive  initiatives  of  var ious

State3 aimed a t  improving  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  r e c a n t
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proposals hj Malta, Cypr usI Yugoslavia and Spain. T h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Movement

of Non-Aligned Countries to the enhancement of security and the pramotian  of

co-opera t ion  in  the  Medi ter ranean should  a lso  be  g iven due  recogni t ion .

Of course, the United Nationti  is called upon to play an important role  in

solving the urgent problems in the MediterraIilrean. �RF,  r e s o l u t i o n s  c,f t h e  GenerAI.

Assembly on the otrengtheninq of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean

undoubtedly provide a post tive basis for progress towards improving the situation

in the region. W e  h o p e  thnt nuch  an approach  wi l l  s e rve  a s  a  hasis fo r  t he  d ra f t

resolu t ion  on tha t  ques t ion  tha t  wi l l  he  submit ted  th is  year  in  the  Firet Committee.
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EXPRESSION 0~ SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH  OF AMED ABDAL~H  ABDERR~ANE,  3RE8IDWr  OF THE
~ REPUBLIC OF THE CQ30ROS

The CHAIRMAN I I t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  sadness t h a t  the metier8  O f  t h e  First

Committee have learned of the death of His Excellency Ahmed  Abdallah Abdereman8r

Head of State of the Comoros. President  Abda l l ah  w i l l  be  remembered fo r  t he

distinguished  leadership  he  has  g iven to  hie country  and for the  suppor t  h8

extended to  the  quest for  peace  and jus t ice  in  the  world . On behalf  of  the  metiers

of  the F i r s t  Committee  I  should  l i ke  to  extend o u r  d e e p e s t  c o n d o l e n c e s  t o  t h e

Cdvernment  and to the people of the Comoros, aB wel l  as  to  the  bereaved family.

Mr. KOLANE  (Lesotho) t Last  week my delegat ion  had the  unhapW task of

conveying to the Assembly the African message of condolences on the untimely death

of the President of Lebanon, Mr. Rend Moawad. A week haa not passed and mY

delegat ion has  again to  repeat  the  ordeal  of  conveying yet  another  meeeage of

condolences  on  behalE of  the African Group regarding the  unfor tunate  death  of  Hia

Excellency Ahmed Abddallah Abde remane, the  Head of  Sta te  of  the  Republ ic  Of  the

Comoros.

On behalf of the African Group and on behalf of my country, I wish to eay that

we  have learned  wi th  a  g r ea t  s ense  o f  shock  md d i smay  tha t  t he  Head of  State met

his v io lent  anil unt imely  death  dur ing what  seems to  haV8 been an  a t tempt  to  effect

a coup d�&t,at.

Prclsi(lcnt: AMallah  first became Head of State of the Comoro6  in 1975, but was

over thrown la ter  that  year  and l ived in  exi le  unt i l  1978. He cam to power again

and became President of the Republic of the Comoro8 in May 1978. He a lso  he ld  the

p o r t f o l i o s  of P re s iden t  o f  t he  Po l i t i co -Mi l i t a ry  D i r ec to ry ,  Min i s t e r  o f  Defencer

and M i n i s t e r  OF J u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  c i v i l  Se rv i ce ,  and  h e  o v e r h a u l e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f

h i s  Cavetnrwnt  i n  F e b r u a r y  1982.

It ia c ause  fo r  conce rn  t ha t  i n t e rna l  po l i t i c a l  d i f f e r ences  wou ld  war ran t  t h e

ansassina tion c,f those holding opposing views on issues. The African Group views
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th is  ac t ion  on  the  part of those who perpet ra ted  i t  as an unwarranted and cowardly

waste of valuable life. We aRk ourselves why peacefIr means were not adopted to

resolve whatever problem or ptohlema  existed, meanR  that  would  appeal  to  al-1

Peace-loving people who cherish ideals of democracy.

Africa mourns th is  loss  of  an Afr ican �Leader  azd shares  that  gr ief  wi th  the

~0vernment  and the people of the Republic of the Comoros. We remember  the

imr@diate members  of the  family  and the  next  of  kin  of  the  la te  Head of  State  and

those who died with him. To them we aanvey our sincere sympathy  and condolences.

May hia 8012 and the  souls  of  those  who died wi th  h im res t  in  peace.

The meeting roee at 11. 45 a.m.


