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The meeting was called to order at 10.35 a.m.-

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

CONSIDERATION OF AM] ACTION ON DRAE’T  RFSOLUTIONS ON DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mrs- CARVALtK) (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish): It is my honour to

introduce draft resolution A/C.1/44/L.2, entitled . I"romorehensive $rogramW of

disarmament", which is sponsored by the delegation of &xico.

The preamble to the resolution takes us back 20 years, when the General

Assenhly,  as part of the First Disarmament Decade, requested the then Conference of

the Committee on Disarmament to work out a comprehensive programme, dealing with

all aspects of the problem of the cessation of the arms race and general and

complete disarmament under effective international control, which would provide the

Conference with a quideline to chart the course of its further work and its

negotiations.

3Jhen the General Assembly declared the Second Disarmament Decade, it also

called for the elahoration of the comprehensive programme of disarmament with the

utmost urgency. The Conference on Disarmament has been dealing with this item for

almost a decade through an ad hoc committee, of which Ambassador

Alfonso Garcia Robles has been Chairman since 1981. Everyone is aware of the

conviction and the commitment with which Ambassador Rohles has conducted the work

of the A3 HOC Committee on the Comprehensit7c  Programme of Disarmament, with the

firm intention of translating into practical terms the provisions of the Final

Document of the first special session of the General Asserrbly devoted to

disarmament. That document states that general and complete disarmament under

effective international control should continue to be the final objective of the

efforts being made in the disarnmment field.
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The countleer e*fforte which have been made since  then are reflected in the

report Of the W Hoc Comittee  of the Conference on Df#arfnament  at ib l&at

8080 ion. Regret tably,  i t  was not  possible  to  completb  preparat ion of  the  programme

for submiaaion  t o  t h e  P*neral Aaeerrbly a t  t h e  preeent  eetenion.  Neverthelerr,  aome

program  ha8 been made thirr year  toward8 harmonising  pori  tions.  Among the  many

achievements are the adoption of three texta: t h e  r e c t i o n  o n  objectivea)

r e c t i o n  V  E  o n  b i l a t e r a l  and  m u l t i l a t e r a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s ) and the nection on

diaarmnment a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  secu r i t y . Also, four taxtr were rubmitted

after  negot ia t ion8 which  led  to  new areaa of underetanding. Notwi ths tanding the

desire of  the  great  major i ty  to  complete  the  programme,  i t  was decided to  have a

b rea th ing  apace  t o  enab l e  aomo de l ega t i ona  to conaider in  d e p t h  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t a s k

entrurted  t o  US.

Tha Mexican delegation ie convinced that declaring the Third Diearmament

Ibcade will give impetus to the diearmmnt  proceee and will reaffirm the

cont inuing val id i ty  of the  f inal  objective of the comprehensive  programme of

disarmament, t ha t  la, general a n d  c o m p l e t e  diearmrment unde r  e f f ec t i ve

international  contro l . Concllrling  the programme would in turn be an important

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the ~ucceee~  o f  t h i e  i n i t i a t i v e . Ever. though some delega tione

cont inue  to  show l i t t l e  enthusiasm  for carrying out this task,  many othera, both

before and after the work of the Conference on Diearmerment  wan completed, have

atreeeed  the  need for  us to  continue  our  work and keep interest  in  thin noble

purpose al ive.

We are also convinced  that  the  improvement  in  the  in ternat ional  c l imate  wi l l

have a poeitive effect on the resumption in 1991 of our work in the Rd Hoc

Committee on the Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament,
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Dame Ann HERCUS (New Zealand) : On behalf of Australia, Fiji, Samoa,

Solomon Islands and New Zealand, I have the honour to introduce the draft

resolution contained in document A/.1/44/L. 42, concerning the South Pacific

Nuclear Free Zone Treaty.

Fourteen Years ago, the General Asserrhly  adopted a resolution which endorsed

the idea of the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the South PaCif iC.

It invited the countries concerned to carry forward consultations about ways and

rn,. of achieving the objective and the establishment of such a zone. Many years

have passed, but nm we South Pacific countries are finally able to bring the

completed South ?acific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty to the Assembly.

The South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty was adopted on 6 August 1985 by the

Heads of Government of the independent and self-governing members of the South

Pacific Forum meeting at Rarotonga in the Cook Islands. It came into force just

over a year later , on 11 December 1986, with the deposit of the eighth instrument

of ratification. Just over a month ago, the eleventh metier of the South Pacific

Forum became a party to the Treaty of Rarotonga, as it has coxw to he known.

The Treaty prohibits the stationing, acsuisition, stockpiling, manufacture or

testing of nuclear explosive devices hy any of the parties to the Treaty. It also

prohibits the dumping of radioactive waste at sea by Treaty parties. An ef feet ive

control and verification system was established, providing a means to oversee the

observance of the provisions of the Treaty.

In addi tion, three Protocols to the Treaty were adopted following

consultations with the five nuclear-weapon States. One of these Protocols provides

for the observance of the prohihi tions on stationing, testing and manufacture by

the three nuclear-weapon States with international responsihility for territories

within the %one. Another contains 3 guarantee against the use or threat of use of
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nuclear explosive devices against Treaty parties. The third Protocol provides for

COm?lete prohibition on testing of a nuclear explosive device by all five

nuclear-weapon States anywhere within the Zone=

South Pacific countries have been pleased at the prompt ratification by the

Union of Soviet Socialist &publics and the People's Republic of China of the two

Protocols for which which they were eligible to become parties. It is a matter of

regret to us that none of the other nuclear-weapon States has yet agreed to support

the Treaty of Parotonga through adherence to the Protocols. It is OUG hope that

these States will, over til'ie, revise their attitudes to the Protocols and agree to

give their support. We have however taken note of the fact that two of these

nuclear-weapon States have stated that none of their practices or activities within

the Treaty area are inconsistent with the Treaty or its Protocols.

The South Pacific countries were guided, in their deliberations leading to th-

adoption of the Treaty, by the principles recognized by the General AsseiMly as

governing the estahlishmant of nuclear-free zones. We were also inspired by the

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which recognises the right .)f

any group of States to conclude a regional treaty which would assure the total

absence of nuclear weapons in their respective territories. In addilion, the Final

Document of the first special session CIL the General Assembly devoted to

disarmament acknowledges that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in

certain circumstances constitutes an important disarmevent measure.

The Treaty of Rarotonga establishes only the second nuclear-free zone in a

populated part of the world. Its only precedent is the Treaty for the Prohibition

ot Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, known as the Treaty of Tlatelolco. But

another precedent, of direct regional importance, is the Antarctic Treaty, which

demilitarises the area south of 60° South Latitude. In fact, the areas covered
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by these three Treaties share intersecting boundaries, with the result that, like a

patchwork, they cover a significant area of the southern hemisphere.

Finally, for the first tima in 14 years, countries of the South Pacific are

bringing back to the General Asserrbly  the question of the nuclear-free zone in the

South Pacific. That proposal has, in the intervening period, matured and coma to

fruition. The Treaty of Harotonga is now a fact. The establishment of a

nuclear-free zone in our part of the world has been accomplished. we invite other

States Metiers of the United Nations to recognise our achievement, and to support

our draft resolution.

Mr. MARTIN (Canada)% At the thirty-fourth session of the General

Assembly, a resolution was adopted endorsing the idea of establishing a

nuclear-Weapon-free  zone in the South Pacific , and inviting the countries of that

region to undertake consultations on ways and means of achieving this objective.

Canada was pleased to support that resolution.

We commend the States of the South Pacific region for the dedicaticn  and the

realism with which they pursued the goa1 of a nuclear-weapon-free zone.. Their

efforts resulted in the signing, in 1985, of the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone

Treaty, which is ncu in effect and, in our view, represents an important

contributicn to the cause of nuclear non-proliferation.

Canada regards the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons as the

most important component of the non-proliferation tiginre , and for that reason we

urge adherence to it by all States. Regional  nuclear-weapon-free zones, such as the

Treaty of Harotonga, are important measures that further fortify the internatianal

non-proliferation rdgime. However, they should not, of course, be viewed as a

substitute for full adherence to the non-proliferation Treaty.
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In the case of regions that are characterized  by a heavy build-up of weapons

and armed forces, the negotiation of disarmament and confidence- and

securi ty-hu ilding  measures  should be undertaken. Nuclear-weapon-free zones do not

take into account conventional arms, which are  cApable of t remendous  des t ruc t ion ,

nor  do they provide a  f ramework fo r  disbanding nuclear  arsenals .
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For  those  reasons  the  declara t ion of nuclear-weapon-free  zones  is  not  a  pract ical

a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  o f  all r eg ions .

Canada supports nuclear-weapon-free zones provided they do meet certain

c r i t e r i a . S u c h  zones m u s t  a t t r a c t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n

concerned  in  order to  be  effect ive . They must  a lso  cont r ibute  to  enhcrncing  the

security of the region itseLf ,  a s  Wel l  as t ha t  o f  t he  h roade r  i n t e rna t i ona l

community. The Treaty of Rarotonga, in our view, ua tisfies  those conditions and on

that  bas is  we regard i t  as  a  posi t ive  and s ignif icant  achievement ,  which we applaud.

Canada supports draft resolution A/C.l/44/L.  42, which we regard as an

OQpOCtUnity  for  th is  important  forum to  acknowledge the  laudable  achievement  of  the

countr ies  of  the  South  Pacific in  reaching agreement  on and br inging in to  effect

the  Treaty  of  Rarotanga.

Mr. TANASIE (Ronurnia)  (interpretation f corn French) 8 I  have the honour to

i n t r o d u c e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.1/44/L.36,  e n t i t l e d “Reduct ion of  mil i tary  hudqets”,

dated 30 October 1989. The delegations of the following countries are sponsors of

t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n : Angola, t h e  Byelorussian  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c ,

Cameroon, the  Centra l  Afr ican Republ ic ,  the  arman Democrat ic  Republ ic ,  Indonesia ,

Niger ia, Peru, t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s , the  Union of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  E?~?publics  and my own

c o u n t r y ,  Ibmnia.

I n  i t s  preambular  p a r t  t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  r e p e a t s  i d e a s  t h a t  w e r e  a i r e d  a t

considerable  length  in  the  general  debate  in  the  General  Assembly. They are the

result  Df a n  ImprovetWnt i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n , ‘Vhe  desi re  was

expressed to  reverse  the  arms race  and mil i tary  expendi tures ,  which consitute  a

heavy burden for  the  economies  of  a l l  nat ions  and threaten in tar national peace and

s e c u r i t y . T h e  d r a f t  rasolJtion  axpresseH  t h e  conviction  t h a t  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f

mi l i t a ry  expend i tu r e s  a s  a  r e su l t  I>E t h e  p r o g r e s s  i n  d i s a r m a m e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i l l
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have favourable conseauences on the world economic and financial aitua tion. At  the

game time t he  d ra f t  r e so lu t ion  r aa f  f i rma  tha t  t he  teaoutcea r e l e a s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e

reduct ion  of  mil i tary  expendi ture8 could  be  rea l located  to the  economic  and Social

development of all Ststea, particulsrly  for the henef it of the developing

countries. F i n a l l y , t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e

reduct ion of  mi l i tary  expendi tures  wi l l  have a  posi t ive  impact  on the  process  of

strengthening confidence and improving in terna tional security and co-pera  tioh

among Sta tea.

i n  i t s  o p e r a t i v e  p a r t  t h e  d r a f t  resolution  f i r s t  a f f i r m s  t w o  t h i n g s .

Paragraph 1 refers  tr, the  praiseworthy effor ts  made by countr ies  in  a  number  (:”

sess ions  devoted to  the  reduct ion of  mi l i tary  budgets . Paragraph 1, which gives an

as se s smen t  o f  t he  e f fo r t8  and  ac t i v i t i e s  t ha t  have  heen p u r s u e d ,  welcomea the  work

of  the  Disarmament  Commiss ion on the  ident i f ica t ion and e laborat ion of  a set  of

p r i n c i p l e s  tha t  shou ld  gove rn  fu r t he r  a c t i on  o f  Sta tes  i n  t h e  f i e ld  o f  t he  f r eez ing

and reduct ion  of  mili tary budgets.

In paragraph 2 note is taken of the work of the Conference on Disarmament and

a t t e n t i o n  i s  dram to t ha t  work  a8  p rov id ing  u se fu l  gu ide l i ne8  fo r  f u r t he r  a c t i on

in the  f ie ld  of  the  f reezing and reduct ion of mili tary  budgets .  The paragraph

taken in to  account the  cont r ibut ion  and the  pos i t ion  of  a l l  count r ies  in  the  work

heing done by the  Conference  on Disarmamentr consequent ly  a l l  S ta tes  re ta in  thei r

sovere ignty  in  determining the  course  of act ion  to  he  taken in  respect  of thn

pr inciples  offered hy the  Uni ted Nat ions . The Conference on Di8armamnt also

s h o u l d  f i n d  i n  t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  made  avs i l ah l e ,  suppo r t  f o r  i t8

aCtivi  ties i n  the i n to r e s t s  o f  prormtinq d i sa rmamen t  negotintionft  being c o n d u c t e d

in  that  important  forum.
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In the penultimate paragraph the Secretary-General is requested to submit to

the forw-sixth  session of the General Assembly a progress report on the

implementation of the draft resolution; and in the final paragraph it is decided to

include in the provisional agenda of that session an item entitled “Reduction of

military budgets”.

My delegation, along with the other sponsors of the draft resolution, shares

the conviction that the Disarament Commission, by making IMXimUm use Of its

capacity and competence, has done very important work in the definition and

preparation of principles to govern future action by States in the field of

freezing and reducing military budgets. This hears witness to the enhanced role

the Commission might play in the forumulation of recommendations on COIIIpleX

disarmament problems, all in an effort to reflect the views along those lines

expressed by many countries during the present session. Those principles are

particularly topical today in view of the favourable outlook for disarmament

negotiations. They are at the sane time animpor’tant contribution by the United

Nations to the disarmament cause and they could support action by States along

those lines.

May I express the conviction that this draft resolution will be adopted

without a vote.

Plr. de La Raume (France) (interpretation from French): I wish on behalf

of the 12 member States of the European Community to deal with the WestiOn of

cnemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons inscribed in the General Assembly

agenda under i tern 62.

The Twelve consider that, mare than ever, the total elimination of chemical

weapons is one sf the key tasks of the international community, and to that end

they are fully determined to Achieve , as speedily as possible, the conclusion of a
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convention, which would he global, universal and verifiable, dealing with the

prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons

and their destruction. Only such a convention would make it possible ti free

mankind once and for all from the scourge of chemical weapons.

The Twelve wish to express their satisfaction at the results of the Conference

on the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons , called by one of the metiers of the

European Community and held in Paris from 7 to 11 January this year. The final

document adopted by consensus by the 149 participating States affirms the resolute

commitment of the whole international community to the total and speedy elimination

of chemical weapons.
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In the view of the Twelve, the appeal in the rtatemnt for the redoublinq Of

effforts in the Gsnova  negotiat iona, ham to a very large extent been complied with.

Thia  gave sn addi t ional  pol i t ica l  impetus ,  whose resul ts  we can already gauge0 The

number  o f  obmrwa was c o n s i d e r a b l y  increased , which is an excellent sign from the

utandpoint  o f  t h e  n e e d  for  univeraslity  with  regard  to t h e  f u t u r e  c o n v e n t i o n -  I t

Can and  mus t  he  fu r t he r  increased, i n  con fo rmi ty  w i th  t he  Paris D e c l a r a t i o n .  T h i s

new impetus alao helped the negotiations to make progreaa. There were noticeable

improvements in the draft convention, t h e  ronmining  problema  were  bet ter  ident i f i ed

and common efforta made it  possible to outline nolu t ions to overcom  them. The

TWlve wish to etrene in this connect ion the fundamental importance they attached

to the  c r e a t i o n  of  an  ef fec t ive  ve r i f i ca t i on  aya t em.  We  be l i eve  t ha t  t he

exper imenta l  inspect iona  carr ied out  th is  year in  cer ta in  chemical  ingtallationa

produced uaef ul leaaona with regard to the necessary aolutiona.

In our view, this progrera cannot conceal the diverae and complex nature of

the questions c .-standing,  hut we are convinced that by following up the hard work

done thin year it  should be poasihle to make significant  progreaa on the key

questions that deserve special attention. The delve  are determined to contribute

act ively  to  this work so  that  the abnvention  may be rapidly  concluded.

T h e  T w e l v e  f ee l  t h a t  the  i nc r ea s ing  r isk  oP p ro l i f e r a t i on  i s  a  INItter fo r

concern. They have adopted measures to control the export of nome chemical

rmterials which could he used for chemical weapona. However, t hey  believe tha t

these measures, which are meant to make proliferation difficult,  must he considered

only temporary in nature. The most effect ive means of  e l iminat ing a l l  risk of

p ro l i f e r a t i on  lies,  i n  their  view, in  the implementat ion of the fu ture  prohibi t ive

conven t ion.

The Twelve reiterate the importance they attach to the procedurea concerning

the  Secretary-General’s  ineuiry  in case of  a l legated uae of  chemical  weaponnO
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In thiR  connect ion , they welcome, the new proponala  of the Group of Qualified

Exper  t,s concerning technical gu idel iner  and procedurea. They connider  that Staten

ehould,  facili ta to their imple!mnta  tion, aa recogniscld in  the repor t ,  by making

available to the Secretary-General qualified conaultanta and expertA, and

analy tics1 labora tor tea.

The ‘IWalve  welcomed the oonvening of the Canberra Conference, which took place

from 18 to 22 September 1989, with the partioipa tion  of reprorents  tivea Of

Governments and industry,  and especially  the declaration adopted hy the

indue tr ialisi  ta during that Conference. They c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t.he nlrpport  t h u s  g i v e n

by t h e  representativea o f  t he  wor ld  c;lemical i ndua t ry  t o  t he  Geneva  nego t i a t i ons  i s

o n e  o f  t h e  maet ueeful. c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  negotiationo  and  an  e x c e l l e n t

augury for the implementation of the future oonvention on the prohihitian and

el iminat ion of  chemical  weapOnsr

They noted with satisfaction the rerulta  of the Wyoming meeting at the

minister ial level hatween the United Sta tea and the USSR. They welcome the

poeitive  contribution  thie has  msde to  t h e  procere  o f  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  c h e m i c a l

weapons.

The Twelve attach great importance  to the 1972 Convention on the Prohihition

oE the Development, Production and Stockpil  ing of Pacter tological  (Biological)  and

Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction. They hope that an increasing  number of

States will accede to the Convention and that the sxis ting sya tern can be

Rtrengthened.

I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t , t h e y  support  t h e  measure8 a d o p t e d  t o  creating  g r e a t e r

confidence in the fielda covered by the Convention and encourage all States  to

Wntrihute  t o  it? afEectlve i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . Therefore, they cannot hut encourage

St;rtea t ha t  have  n o t  y e t  d o n e  M ta Contribute  tn t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  theaa
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measurea  and to conrider, among other things, the implementation of the Convention

i n  211 ik aepec t r .

~Weral draft rosolutione  have been aubmi tted under agenda item 62. The

InJelve  hope that  i t  will  again he poseihle  to reach a consenaua ar th is  impor tant

quest ion.

Mr- DIETLE  (German Democratic Republic) 1 I should l ika  to  in t roduce

today draft resolution Aj<,1/44/L.3,  entitled “Non-use of nuclear weaponn and

prevent ion of  nuclear  war”, on behalf  of  the  delegat ions  of  Bulgaria,  Cuba,

Hungary, Mongol La, Roman  ia and, of course , my own delew tion.

In  it.s ope ra t i ve  pa r t  o f  the  dra f t  reso lu t ion  the  Genera l  Assetily  rea f f i rms

the view that the undertakings by two nuclear-weapon Sta tea not to he the first to

WI) nuclear weapons ia a decisive step towards Lessening the danger of nuclear

war. It aleo expresses the hope that those nuclear-weapon States which have not

yet  done so wi l l  make s imilar  declara t ions  regarding non-tirnt-use  of nuclear

weapons.

Finally, the Geneva Conference on Dinarmament is requested to comence

negotiations on the i tern in its agenda concerning prevention of nuclear war and to

coneider, i n t e r  alia, t he  e l abo ra t i on  o f  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ins t rument  of  a  l ega l ly

binding character  laying down the  obl igat ion  not  to  he  the  firnt to  UBe nuclear

weapone.

The delegat iona  on  whose  hehalf  I am in t roducing the  draf t  reeolution  have

decided to make this move because they believe thst the danger oE nuclear war will

n o t  vanish  40 l o n g  ~9 n u c l e a r  weaponn exist. They bel ieve  that  a  h inding

renunciation of the f irst-uae  option would he one guatan tee that would make a

nuclear  exchange imposeil>le. And they believe that  the general ly  shared

recognition oE the fact, that a nuclear war cannot be won and therefore must never

be  fought  inherent ly  precludes  the  f i rs t  use  of  nuclear  weapons,  and that
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commitment by all nuclear-weapon StdteB fo the non-Cirat-use principle would be a

concrete manifes ta t ion of the  pol i t ica l  resolve  to  ennure that  a nuclear war wil l

never be fought.

I n  auhmitt?ng  t h e  p r e s e n t  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  its sponaora  f e l t  reausured h y  t h e

progressive implementation of the Treaty hetween the United States of America and

the Union of Sdviet  !%xialist Republics on the Elimination of Their

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Miaeilee  - the INF Treaty - aa a rtep towards

reducing the  r isk  of  nuclear  war. A favourable element in that context is the

s tar t  of  the  negot ia t ions  on convent ional  armed forces  in  Europe,  the i r  eventual

goal  heing that  nei ther  s ide  should  have the  capabi l i ty  of  launching a surpr ise

a t t a c k . Other welcome developments are measuren taken by nuclear Powers with

regard  to  the  ee tahl iohment  and operat ion of  nuclear- r isk-reduct ion centres,  as

w e l l  aft i n i t i a t i v e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  estahliehment  of  a  mul t i l a t e r a l  nuc l ea r  a l e r t

cent re  to  reduce the  r isk  of misinterpretation  of  unintent ional  nuclear  launchinga.
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All  theec ate tap!cal devalopmentn  and therefore they were duly  ref lec ted  in  the

p r rambu la r  par t  of  the  d ra f t  reeolution  a t  hand .

We hope that the prarent draft resolution, contained in document A/C,1/44/L.  3,

Wil l  he suppor ted  by Membe;  Staten for  the  aake of mankind’8  8urviva1,  48 wel l  aA

in the intereat  of laotinq peace and durable  international  8ecuritY.

Mr. OGRYZKO  (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic!) (interpretation trom

Rusnian) 8 On behalf of the dalegstione  of Cameroon, Czechoelovakia  and the

Ukrainian SSR, I have the honour to draw the attention of membeta of! the Fi:Rt

Committee to the drat?t  resolution contained in document A/C!.1/44/L.22  011

“Implementat ion of General  ARRembly  reaolutiona  in  the  f ie ld  of  diearmament”.

The  ini t iat ive repreaented by the draft  rarolut ion  nteme  from the convict ion

mentioned in the third preamhulac  paragraph,

“that the implementation of the recommendationa of the General Aenembly in the

f ie ld  of  diRdrmament can play a significant  ro le  in the attainment of  the

purpose8 oE the Charter of the United Natione”.

I t  ie an  ob j ec t i ve  f ac t  t ha t  an  increase  in  t he  l eve l  o f  ag reemen t  among

Staten on reeolutlonff  lead8  to  a  greater  degree  of  implementat ion. Being in favour

of the implementation OF the recommcndatiorw  of the General Aenembly of the United

Nat ions ,  we are in  duty  bound to foster the  adopt ion  of  recommendatione  that  have

the qreatest  possthility of heinq carried out. For thiR reaRon  and alno taking

into, account the  improvements in  the  qenera l  pol i t ica l  c l imate ,  in  operatjva

paraqrnph  2 Member States  arc lnvi ted

“ t o  p r o m o t e ,  i n  90 f a r  a8 psnihlf!, the elahnration  and adopt ion of  the

resolutions of the General Aeeembly in the field of diearmament  by consensus”,
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nince  thirr maker  easier t h e  proceer  o f  t h e i r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,

The draft ronolution  would invite

“all Member Statea that have not yet done ao to make availahle to the

Secretary-Ganeral their viewr and rugqeetione on waye and meanr to enhance the

implementat ion of  General  Aneembly resolutions  in the f ie ld  of dirarmamentO~,

Since anawer8 to  such questionnaires  in  the  paut have come in  ra ther  8lOWlY

and mince there ir a need to reduce the number of matterr examined each year,  i t  ir

propored  in paragraph 6 that the General Aerembly decide to revert ta this quention

not. in one year, QI har r e c e n t l y  b e e n  t h e  case, b u t  i n  t w o  yaar8, nt itr

f o r t y - s i x t h  rressian.

The  apcnsorr  of draft resolution A/C,1/44/L.22  are grateful to  all  delegation6

whore canntructiva  proposals mada it poasihle  to work out a text more acceptable to

those that  were unable  to  nupport  previous  draf t  reeolut iona on thir matter .

T a k i n q  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  poAitivo  a t t i t u d e  of  a l l  d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  this d ra f t

resolution, the sponsors  have removed from the Freamble  any mention of previoue

r e s o l u t i o n s ,

In concluuion,  a l low me to  express  the  convic t ion  tha t  the  member8  of the

First Committee, demonst ra t ing thei r  dsctRion  to work on mutual ly  acceptahler

COntrolhhle and effect ive meaBure[I  of  disarmament ,  through in ter  a l la  the

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  U n i t e d  Nation8  r e s o l u t i o n s  in  this f i e ld ,  w i l l  Rupport  the  draf t

reeolutic?n  on thift mat’;c?r which we have submitte3.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The  CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanifih)r I  should  n o w  l i k e  t o  r e f e r

to  the  manner  in  which  the  draft rofiolt.rtiona  to  he  conuidared  by the  Firftt

Committee have bean otqanized  into  c!luRters.
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Last week the Committee began the second stage of its work as defined by its

programme of work and time-table, namely, consideration of and action on draft

resolutions on disarmament agenda items 49 to 69 and 151. As members know, the

meetings to be held until 8 November will be devoted to the introduction of the

draft resolutions which the Committee has before it and any observations that

delegations wish to make on those.

The Committee has already been informed of my intention to distribute to its

members, as has been traditionally done, an unofficial document containing a list

Of all the draft resolutions on disarmament items organized in clusters. Following

the consultations that I have held with the officers of the Committee, I am now

able to present to the Committee a document reflecting the programme as proposed by

the Chairman, containing also the draft resolutions organised into 16 different

clusters. This document will he distributed during this meeting.

As members of the Committee are aware, in recent years a certain technique has

been used for the organisation of clusters of items. The officers of the Committee

have taken this into account in orqanizinq the draft reSOlUtiOnS On the haSiS of

the mOSt logical and practical criteria and, in so far as possible, the contents of

each item have also been taken into account. I would repeat that the officers of

the Committee have been guided by a desire to facilitate and streamline the work of

the Committee so that it can make the most efficient and effective use of the time

and conference-service resources available to it during this stage of its work.

As regards the time-tahle for the adoption of decisions on the draft

resolutions, in keepinq with past practice , once a decision has been taken on a

given cluster of items we shall proceed to the next cluster. Howevc r , in following
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thir p r o c e d u r e  w e  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  t h e  greatert  deg ree  o f  f l ex ib i l i t y  pornible.

Whenever it  can be determined in advance with Borne  degree of precirion, I rhall

announce to tho mrmbera of the Committee the exact day on which a given cluatec  Of

items will he taken up,

The procedure to he followed in the adoption of decieionrr  on each clueter  of

itemr w i l l  b e  aa follows. Firrt, reprerentativea  will  be given an opportunity to

make whatever atatement8  they wirh on the draft rerolutionr  within a given cluster

of iteme, with  the  except ion  of explanat ions  of  vote . Nex t ,  de l ega t i on8  wirhing to

(30 80 meY exPl&in  their  poritiorle  or  the i r  votes  o n  o n e  or more of t he  d ra f t

resolution@ belonging to a given oluater of items, before a decision ir taken.

After the Committee haa taken action on tho draft  reeolutians  belonging to a given

clulter,  delegationa w i s h i n g  t o  d o  80 may  exp la in  t he i r  positionr  o r  vo t e r .
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So that the work in the Committee may proceed ays tema  tically  and efficiently I

urge delegations in so far as possible to aonfine  themselves to a single statement

o h  t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a  g iven  clIrster  of  dra f t  remolutions. This

appl ies  to  both  explanat ions  of pos i t ion  and exp1anation.s  of  vote .

May I take i t  that the Committee agrees with this programme of work and with

the procedures which I have just outlined and which, incidenta l ly ,  are  the  same as

have been used by the Committee in the past?

If  I  hear  no object ions  I shal l  take  i t  tha t  the  Commit tee  approves  the

sugqes ted proqramrfm.

It was so decided.

The CRADNAN  (intorpretati.>n  from Spanish) t As  r ep re sen t a t i ve s  w i l l

r eca l l ,  l a s t  week  t he  Cha i r  b r i e f l y  b rough t  t o  t he  a t t en t i on  o f  de l ega t i ons  t he  new

budgetary  procedures  involved in  the  funct ioning of  the  cont ingency fund.  Aa tthis

fund is  A  c rucia l  new mechanism for  the  preparat ion of  the  draf t  budqet  and wi l l

affect  draf t  resolut ions  with f inancial  impl icat ions  I  have asked Mr.  Rdqis Duval,

Chief of the Political, Legal and Common Services Service of the United Nations

Office of Programme Planning, Rudget  and Finance ,  to  a t tend th is  meet ing of  the

Commit tee  and t> qive  delegat ions  informat ion about  th is  important  mat ter .

Before I  cal l  on Mr. Duval. f ~::all on the  Secretary  of  the  Commit tee ,

Mr.  Kheradi, to make d few comments in this connection.

hlr . KHERADI  (Secretary of the Committee) I As you have noted, the

q u e s t i o n  relatim  to the o p e r a t i o n  ot t h e  continqency  fund  was  r e fe r r ed  to  by  the

C h a i r m a n  clt thy! Committen’s  Zl;;t meetinq. It will.  .~l.no br? recal1.d that. on two
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mt?e  tings  which included the  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  r ep re sen t a t i ve s  f rom the  Budge t

Divis ion. Accordinqly, a t  t h i s  s t age  I  sha l l  a t t emp t  t o  p rov ide  ve ry  b r i e f

background ineormqtion  on  the issue  before  Yr. R&g i s  Duvnl  provides  more  e laborate

detai ls  as  necessary and answers  any quer ies  that  might  be  ra ised.

The General Assembly in its resolution 41/213 approved the new budget process

which is to be follmed,  beginning with the 1990-1991 biennium. Thia new process

i nc 11.1  des the  crea t ion Eor  each biennium of  a  cont ingency fund,  se t  a t  $15 mi l l ion

tar 1990-1991,  to  f inance  addi t ional  expendi tures not included in the proposed

programme budget. Therefore, additional resources arising out of the consideration

of statements of programme b&get implications wll 1, from now on, be considered

w i thin the con text /.)f the con tingoncy fund.

Under the new budget process outlined in the annexes to General Assetily

resolu  tlons  41/213 and  42/211,  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a d d i t i o n a l  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  programr@

budget for the biennium 1990-1991, which appears initially in document

A/44/6/Rev.?, are  to  be accommdated  wi thin  the  cont ingency fund of  S 15 mi l l  ion  as

I said.

In the  case of d ra f t  resolutirlns  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a c t i v i t i e s

should be carried out “from within existing resources” the statemnt  of programme

budget implications would need to indicate clearly the mode af absorption, namely,

the mTdi  Fits  tions required to the 1: elevant programme budget, If t h e  t o t a l  o f  t h e

a:lditinna’l.  proqramwtic  exp@ndi  tures proposed hy the Main Committees  and put

fi>rwartl  i n  4L3tementn OF programme budget imp1  ic,? t ion,c of dra Et resolutions wer* to

t+x::ectl  the rtzsour  :I+:; wail~bla  within the cnntinqency  Iund some of thp proposed new
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I thank the Committee for the opportunity to provide this very brief backdrop

to this issue and Mr. Duval will he available, as stated, for further explanations.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I call on Mr. Duval, Chief

of the Political, Legal and Common Services Service.

Mr. DUVAL (Chief, Political, Iegal and Common Services Service): I

welcome the opportunity +J provide the Committee with additional information on the

implementation of the new budget process as it affects the procedure applied for

many years with regard to programme budget implications.

I have Little to add at this point to the very clear explanations provided by

the Secretary of the Committee. I should like at this stage to make only at this

stage to make a few points. As has been said, the procedure would be initiated if

the resources available in the mntingency fu,yd were insufficient to meet the

requirements of the draft resolution under consideration. First, I should say that

the provision of 315 million , which represents the contingency f.und for 1990-1991,

represents approximately 0.75 per cent of the budget for that biennium. That is a

small amount both in absolute and in relative terms. Secondly, it is perhaps worth

noting that the provision of $15 million should accommodate additional expenditures

far the biennium. Thus, decisions which will be taken by the General Assetily both

at the forty-fourth and at the forty-fifth sessions would, to the extent that they

have programme budget implications, be eligible for financing against that

provision. The proportion of the S15 million to be assigned to the first year c>f

the biennium has not been specified in any resoLution. The annex to General

Assembly resolution 42/2Ll  merely that:

"While prudent use of the fund require:; that it should not be exhausted

beEore the end 0E the period of use, no pre-determined proportion for d given

year shcylls9 be set, pending revicer of the qiiestii)n,  in the light of experience
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with the actual operation of the fund." (resolution 42/211, annex, sect. B,

para. 2)

Such a &cision will presumably be taken in a few weeks before the end of the

forty-fourth session.

Another point on which some additional explanation should perhaps be given is

the rajdus operandi of selecting the activities newly mmdated by the General

Assetily to be financed from the antingency  fund.
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Here, there iS one point that I should like to lrmke very emphatically: this

is not going to be on a first-come-first-served basis. Resolutions adopted at the

beginning of the session will not have first call on the resources Of the

contingency fund; they will not be given priority over resolutions adopted towards

the end of the session.

Let me explain the procedure that will be followed. Once all draft

resolutions with programme-budget implications have been adopted - at the end of

November or early in Decerrber  - a wrap-up paper, a consolidated statement of all

those draEt resolutions, will be prepared, and at that point it will be possible to

determine whether there are sufficient resources in the contingency fund. Clearly,

if there are sufficient resources no problem will arise, and additional

appropriations will be approved by the General Assembly without any difficulty. On

the other ban?, if it is determined that the resources in the contingency fund are

insufficient the Fifth Committee , on the basis of the Secretary-General’s

proposa Is, will determine which activities can be financed. With regard to those

activities that cannot be financed from the contingency fund, the procedure that

was outlined by the Secretary of the Committee a few minutes ago - redeployment

from low-priority activities already approved, or postponemant  of the new activity

to ? future biennium - will he activated, and a decision will he made by the Fifth

SComni ttee.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): Does any delegation wish to

reouest further information or clarification?

'4r . HYLTENFJS (Sweden): The explanation that has just heen given by

sir . Du va 1 , of the Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Finance, was very

interestinq. My delegation would like to know in what way the Fifth Committee  - if

the matter goes to that Committee - will make its decision. Will a group be set up

within the Secretariat? If so, will the Department for Disarmament Affairs he
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represented on it when it comes to matters pertaining to the work of the First

Committee?

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I call on Mr. Duval to.-

answer that auestion.

Mr. DUVAL: In the event that the resources in the contingency fund

should prove to be inadeauate, the proposals submitted to the Fifth Committee for

priority designation would be subject to review and scrutiny by the Proqramme

Planninq and Budqating Board, which is the senior Secretariat group that usually

advises the Secretary-General on budqet policy and budget decisions. In theory,

this Board is chaired by the Secretary-General, but because of his heavy

commitments the Secretary-General freauently delegates the chairmanship to the

Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation. The

seven members of the Board are as follows: the Under-Secretary-General for the

Department of Administration and Management; the Under-Secretary-General for the

Department of International Economic and Social Affairs; the

Under-Secretary-General for the Department of Conference Services; the

Under-Secretary-General for the Department for Special Political Questions,

Regional Co-operation, Decolonisation and Trusteeship; the Assistant

Secretary-General in the Secretary-General's Office; the Assistant

Secretary-General, Controller; and the Assistant Secretary-General for the office

of FIUman  Resources Management.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank Mr. Duval for the

information that he has provided and for accepting the invitation to this meetinq.

I understand that the document containing the Committee's worK prosramme -

arrartqed  according to clusters nf items - has been distributed. I wanted to ensure

that deleqations ~uld receive it -3s soon as possible to enable them to carry aut
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conrultrtionr  o r  t o  roceive  inrtructiona tram t h e i r  C)ovrrnrrmtr,  ae thr caee Wht

SI. It ia hoprd that thin will hrlp the Comittee to daal expditiourly with thin

importWt  8bqO Of it8 Work. Indrrd,  WI hogr that it wi31 b pormlbbe to oomplet@

thiu rtagr o n  whedule.

I have been anked to anllounoe that thir afternoon at 4,30 there wilZ be a

motinq of the rgonrotr of draft rerolution  A/C.l/44/L, 25 and of oountri-

in t+rrr ted in brooming  rponaocr .

The meetinq ro#e at 11.40 a.m.


