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In the absence of the the Chairman, Mr. Mashhadi (Islamic Republic of Iran),

Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.25 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO fjg AND 151

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

(continued)

IMcnsignor TAURAN (Holy See) (interpretation from French): Since this is

my delegation's first opportunity to speak in the First Committee at this SeSSiOn,

I should like to address tp the Chairman our karm congratulations upon his election

to the chairmanship of this body. The discussions of the last weeks have shown the

commitment an3 competence with which he has guided the Committee's work on matters

of particular complexity. Our congratulations also go to the other members of the

Bureau.

It is an honcur for me to speak today before such a select audience and thus

jnin my voice with that of all those who, here and throughout the world, long for

the day when weapons will. he silenced and a lasting peace will allow mankind at

long last to look to the future with greater confidence.

The Holy See, a completely tinarmed PcAJer - if it is at all possible to use

that term - follows with constant interest the efforts of the international

KUIUI'Iunity  to achieve the kind of disarmament that at the very least makes possihle

the transition from a angerous situation of offensive over-armament to a situation

Of balance Of defensive weapons at the lwest possible level consistent with

general security.

That is why the Holy See, which has lonq follcwed with attention reqional and

other initatives on disarmament, cannot hut rejoice every time agreements, which

move beyond the always precarious system of deterrence, are reached to reduce and

to control the use of weapons cf al.1 kinds.
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%xause r,f its spiritual nature and mission tine Holy See cannot enter into the

technical aspects of the Committee's deliberations, hut it feels called upon to

proclaim, wherever there is a auestion of war and of peaceJ

the human family has for the elimination of the causes that

peoples to war: the will to dominate, the fear of hecoming

the moral obligation

drive individuals and

one day or another the

nhject of aggression, the threats to vital rights and interests - I am thinking

particularly cf liberty and independence - that every nation must defend.

The Committee  will remember  the message that Pope John Paul II addressed to

the special session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament,

on 2 June 1988, in which he stated:

"The reduction and elimination of weapons are in fact nothing more than the

visible manifestation of another process of deeper disarmament. I mean the

disarmament of spirits and hearts." (I./S-lS/PV.S, p. 88)

A political system of dialogue strengthened by recourse to different forms Of

good offices, of mediation and of other means elaborated hy international law and

practice must necessarily he added to the measure designed to increase confidence

between persons and peoples an3 trJ the concrete steps taken to reduce the

production, stockpiling and deployment of weapons.

ZlfBcLy, the United Nations has a paramount role in this field, A role it

plays with universally recognized competence.

Finally, what is imperative, in addition to necessary and indispensahle

technical measclres of disarmament, is the progressive creation of a new climate of

trllst. For,  a3 the Pope also stated:

"uisarmament  is not an end in itself. The and is peace, and security is cne

of its eiisen  tial elements." (A/S-15/~v.5, p. 83-85)
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That is the rewmn  why the

attention to the urgent need to

delegation cannot hut share the

(Monsignor Tauran, Holy See)

Holy See would like to draw the Committee's

Promote a genuine education for peace. Our

views expressed hy the Government of Costa Rica in

the memorandum attached to its reauest to include in this year's agenda the item

entitled "Education and information for disarmament".

In that connection, allow me to auote the words pronounced by

Cardinal hgostino Casaroli, Secretary of State, on 19 March of this

Georgetown ilniversity  in Washington, D.C. He said:

(spoke in Engl.iah)

year at

"The nuclear area should convince humanity that it has reached a point in

which it is no longer possible to steer a course hetween peace and war. Fnt

war now means self+estcuction. Man is therefore almost 'condemned' to

peace. It is essential to know hpw to build peace. . . . 'It is necessary to

combat with decision the causes of war, in order to eliminate the temptation

of having recourse to WeaPonS.”

(continued in French)

Sincere dialogue, creative solidarity, resolute strugg'ke against injustice and

protection OF human rights must replace the instruments of death. What mankind

urgently needs is not more strategic knowledge hut an extra measure of conscience

and moral strength.

D~ucatidn far peace will thus no longer aqpe,ar to he a Utopia, hut a realistic

necessity. ft will he the appropriate metholi fsr remedying the insufEiciencips

t:lat  emerge in matters of disarmament, notwithstanding the agreements and eEfDrts

recently achieve?.

The f>eoPlcS  r~rt~%?ntd  here halts r;ufEicirnt  spiritual resour3ces C,CJ  accomplish

this service to mankind and to LiFc itself and to tying shout in a short time thci

realization of the wotd!; OF 1:;)~ pro+hct  Isaiah,  r&O said:
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II .I. they shall heat their swords into plowshares and their spears into

PrJning-hooks;  nation shall. not lift up sword against nation, neither shall

they learn war any more."  (The Holy Rihle, Isaiah  2:4)

nt. HOHENFELLNER (Austria): The First Committee has before it the report

of the Disarmament Commission (A/44/42), which is to he discussed under aqenda item

66 (3). I should like to make some comments on this report, with regard to the

role and the work of the Disarmament Commission.

The Disarmament Commission was set :JP hy the General Assembly  in 1952 to deal

with disarmament ouestions  under the auspices of the Security Council. After 1952

the TJnited Nations Disarmament Commission met only occasionally, even following its

universalization in 1959. Discussions on arms-control issues took place in other

forums., such as the Committee <an Dis.armament  or the Conference of the Committee on

Disarmament.

The role of the united Nations disarmament machinery was reconsidered by the

General Assembly at its tenth special sesr,ion, the first special session of tile

Ceyeral Assembly devoted to disarmament, in 1973. One of the results of that

special session t~.?18 the re-estah;ish!nent  of the [Jnited  N~t_ions  Disacrnamt?nt

C3mmisqion. The Commission, whose mandate was laid down in paragraph 118 of the

Final Document, was sr-t up as R subsidiary organ of the General Assembly and as the

delihe!rative hody oE the United Nations disarmament system, wi!:h the Conference on

Dicarmament  in Geneva as the ncagotiating  forum.

In mkinq that 3lstinctinn  txe internati+nal. aommunity  took into account the

fact that disarmament is an extremely imp.ortant h<Jt also very del.icate undertaking

that ~tvolves t?~rrough a rather complicated pra:ess. That is why it seerrmd advisable

to have an Drgan of universal membership based on the con.sensus rule to undertake

i n+epth consideratif>n  and as%e:;s~nt 0 f var iotIs disarmament questiOns  and to make,
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if possible, recommendations on items intended b provide valuable guidelines and

hackground information, ip particular for the Geneva Conference on Disarmament.

The States participating in the first special session of the General Assembly

devoted to disarmament were well aware of the usefulness of the consensus rule, for

it seemed evident that in-depth deliberations  - the very task of the Disarmament

Commission - can be conducted in a more fruitflil manner if there is no possibility

of putting controversial issues to a vote. Since the opinion of the whole

community of States is to he reflected, voting does not seem adequate, since the

points of view of a minority of countries would he neglected.

Between its substantive session of 1979 and that of 1988 the Disarmament

Commission concluded consideration of nine agenda items hy adopting consensus

texts. The most recent of those were fiqa'.ixed  at the substantive session in 1988

and were related to such important issues as guidelines for confidence-building

measures and verification in all its aspects.
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MY ?avernmr?nt  regrlrris all those qllidel.ines  and recommendat ions  elaborated  hY

t h e  Disarmament ColIVni!;siGn  as very  us~f.11 hackqround  m a t e r i a l  f o r  m u l t i l a t e r a l ,  as

well  as req ional and hi13 ter al, disarmament endeavour s. Furtht+rmore, my Government

confliders the Disarmament  Commi~~i~,n  I~ fo rum of  qreat i m p o r t a n c e  hecause it 14

dcsiqned to complement, wi tii i ts de1  fhera  Live f clnc tions, t h e  disarmament  efforts Of

o t h e r  hodien, thus  m3kinq  the overall disarmament process  more comprehensive and

comple  te .

Inokinq a t  the  present  repor t  of  the  DisarmaK,ent  Zommiwaion  we Cannot  h u t  n o t e

that ?t thi.c,  year's qulwtan  t ive sesr,ion Ii t t l e  p rog re s s  was a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e

0WIaidQration  of t h e  variou.9 iWIT&  and t h a t ,  h e n c e , the Disarmament Commisf3ion  was

not able tu conclude  even one of the olltstandinq  agenda i terns .

T h e  Auntr ian tleleqation  noted  witk  par t icular  regret  the  lack of  proqrens  o n

agenda  i tern 5, “Peduction  o f  mi l i t a ry  hudqets”, o n  rhich  consensus  r e a l l y  s e e m e d

vnry c104e. T h e  outcomQ  of I;he  consul tations and dixuasions on the item r e l a t i n g

to Sollth APr iCa ‘5 ~11~1  ear c.?pahili  ty , naval armaments and disarmament, the role of

the U n i t e d  Nations irl the field of fli3armament, the  declara t ion  of  the  1990s  ~9 the

Third Ui:?armamcnt Decade, and convc?n  tion.lL  disarmam,?nt,  was aloo r a t h e r  l i m i t e d  and

tharefoce  disiippt3intinq.

This .standstill,  ar, i t  wl?re,  hr?n evr?n  heen aqqravatsd  hy the increase in t h e

number  nf ,lqand? 1tem.r ove r  t i l e  yea r? . At itrr s u b s t a n t i v e  session  in  1989  the

Cnmmir,s  i:>n hod t.9 consib?  r seven nuh.clLin  tivc i t e m s , three of them dating hack to

1979. A3 many dc!leq3 tionr;  sII id , np~eq ,sgonda  i t e m s  f o r  o n e  sc%ion  seeI’M  too mcll,

qiven  th@ exi.;tinq  cr?source? c>E the .C,ccret.>riat and  oE t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  size

o f  delsrjs tionn a n d ,  in psr ticul  ar, the r,~thct l i m i t e d  t i m e  nllowecl EOK

conRid*rati0n  o f  oath topic.

4 nllKihf?r  of rit?leq;lti!,n?i  h a v e  hoen somewhat ~liqap[ninted  at t h s  l a c k  o f
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the structure OF the Commission ant\ its me thorI  of work in order t> increase its

efficiency and effectiveness. The Austrian dsleqation proposed that consideration

should he given to the estahltshment  of a small workinq group, composed of the

officers  Of  the  Commit tee  and other  i n t e r e s t e d  deleqations,  to Look  into the

organizational  and suhstantitre  pnssihili  ties of enhancing the role,  the wcrk and

the output of the Commission.

MY deleqatinn  we~Came!o the fact that two informal meetinqs convened hy the

Chairman of the Commission nave already taken place and have led to a very fruitflll

and promisinq exchange of views. Several dsl.eqa tions or qroups of delegations have

forwarded rl number of proposals with a view to makinq  the Commission’s work more

e f f e c t i ve , I s h o u l d  1 LkF!  t o  p a y  b p a r t i c u l a r  tribute t o  t h e  C h a i r m a n ,  Ambassador

Bagheni Nnanqeya, Ear his valuable  init iat ive as  wel l  as  to  the Apartment for

D i s a r m a m e n t  A f f a i r s  and the Secretary of the Commission, Mr. Lin, for their helpful

and dedicated work in compiling and systemsti?ino the various suqqes tions. A 1ar;le

number of delegations participating in these informal talks show a keen interest in

all the efforts to improve the Commission’s functioning and to provide this fcrum

wlth highly .interestinq  thoughts and ideas. My delegation is therefore confident

that  the  consu l ta t i ons  wi l l  lead to  tangible  results  and will makq POS;si~~p ~1

substantive  enhancement of the work of  the  Disarmament  Commission.

Permit me to s,iy il few w3rds on the Prusttian posit ion with reqarcl  to tht?

Col~lmi~nt~n  and it; wqrk. T h e  Austci?n Federa l  Cbernment reqards  the Di~:armament

Comm i 5:: ion as a hiqhly valuahlri  !%rt *)E the IJni tel:l  Na tionc,  d i s a r m a m e n t  mchinery.

As Austria considers the multilater. aspect 0E rliqarmament  i n  i t s

interrela tionsbip  wi th the un iln ter 31 , hilatc?rS31  and rrrqional aspect. : ;  to hr+

extremely imPrtan t, we fiolfi thilt there i:; 3 need for  a f o rum that  works on cl

consens  us hasls wit5 tbi t a s k  of making  in-depth del.iherations  on disarfIk3ment

iWiUt?S witn universal particip+ti(,n. The  qlohal  di!:armamsnt process  w o u l d  he
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jncomplete w i  thnilt tne Comnir;si~:m. AS auestions o f  a r m s  l i m i t a t i o n  a n d

i n t e r n a t i o n a l slcuc itv ,affect  a l l  cznuntr i e s , there  has  to  he  a  forum w h e r e  t h e

concerns a n d  dfasifes of  ,311  qtates  can be d i s c u s s e d . Fur thermore, d i s a r m a m e n t  i s  a

vc>luminous  task i n  w h i c h  c o n c r e t e  s t e p , ,@ have to he prc?pared and a c c o m p a n i e d  by

m e a s u r e s  of a more thonrl_it.i.cal  n a t u r e . T h e s e  c a n  h e l p  to c r e a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a

politi 1.31  and COnCeptUill  C l  imatfa conducive tn more openness and confidence and,

hence, t n  incrf+!js;rirl  serlirity 1x7  lowf+r l e v e l s  o f  weapnntv. I n  our understandinc,

t h e  Commi:-.Si!!,n prnvi.I+s an adecuats  f o r u m  f o r  hcth t a n k s .

neca~se we t>rrl.i(?vl-r  in t h e  C~.xnmi:;sion a n d  its i m p o r t a n t  rc)l.e, w e  Sr)(!  dn Urlent

n e e d  f o r  str+nath~~njn~~ i t ; : Functinnjnq and ixreasinll i t s  e f f i c i e n c y . The

Cnqmi~.:sjon’s nlitpllt  i s ,  thex>r+tical Iy speakina, o f  cnllrse a  f u n c t i o n  o f  thrco

cond i t i 0ns : f icst, t h e  int@rn~tional  pnlitical wi l l  ; :+-condly,  t h e  m a n d a t e

sstahlishl?d  i n  t h e  P i n s 1  D o c u m e n t  of the Eirst s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  General

~Ss~~nhl:~  r,E t h e  United Xatinns  d e v o t e d  tr, disarmament8  a n d  t h i r d l y ,  t h e

nrqaniz+tinn a n d  method of wi>rk. T h e  f i r s t  t w o  f a c t o r s  a r e  beyond o u r  direct

sphere o f  infl11F11I.y. Thus, we have t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  t h e  t h i r d  f a c t o r . Were we

not to do  so w e  w:?ultl de,)rive cI,1r::(>lves o f  t h e  v e r y  p~ssihil.ities w e  h a v e  to

inF1IlPnce t h e  r:!sult.s :,f t h e  C’cmmj::sil>n’s :;etssicn  anrl we  would  alsh d e p r i v e

ourselvC!s  of thP c h a n c e  we have tn a&?hieve  a pJs.i.tive  chanqr.

T h e  i n f o r m a l  rljsc-ussionn ;Ind rll~lih~r:+tinns are now morb or l e s s  c r y s t a l l i x i n . 7

o n  t.hFB Fnllowina p>ints. First.  3F 311, i t ,  dnas not s e e m  advisahl  e t o  a t t e m p t  t.)

r~?moVF?  c e r t a i n  i t e m s  frrlrn t h e  .qqenda txsmplPtPly. 4 s  manv deleqat  ions  have said,

the tapirs to he  d i.ccu :;:wc~ i n  t h e  Commi.ision art= trx3  impclrtant to br> PliminatQli,

rvr?n when  the re  i s -3 l.,\ck <IF proilr+.ss i n  t h e  prxess r~f dclih~ration. r)n t.he o t h e r

had, a? T  s a i d  p.~rlj+r, t.hla  t i m e  an~-l  rpsour:xs  3lIncatod t o  t h e  suhstantivp

s?aainn  d o  n o t  nllnw f.nr fruitful work o n  all trle ,~qenda items. F o r  t h a t  reason  i t

s e e m s  necessary  to cnnwntrate, at path %a::c,iL>n, .>:I ,3 1 imited n u m b e r  r>F issul~l;:.
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That means that at its annual session the Commission could concentrate on A limited

numhet of topics and, thus, enqage in more intensive in-depth deliberation. This,

of course, would not necess83rily inhibit the possibility of commenting, in the

qenctal  debate, on issues that are not on the working

uuestion.

Secondly, the number of workinq qroups should he

agenda of the session in

reduced for the same reasons

and to the same effect. Roth measures would provide for making hetter use of the

Secretariat’s infrastructure - including staffing - and better use of time.

Furthermore, this would be of advantage in particular for small delegations, which

now encounter a certain problem

time.

Thirdly, the Commission is

in covering meetings that take place at the same

a body for deliberative body discussions which

should - but need not in all circumstances - result in the adoption of specific

recommendations. The proposal was made that, if no progress was achieved in

considerinq  a specific item for a certain period of time, the Chairman could make a

“Chairman’s report“ reflectin  accurately and specifically the divergent opinions

on this subject. To our mind, this also would he a positive element in the process

of deliberation. After the Chairman’s report, consideration of the item could be

suspended for a certain time. Consultations each year could clarify the

adViS3bility  of the possible resumption of the item.

FoUrthly, we are in favour :>f a rotation of the chairmen of the workinq qroups

after a certain period. This could hrin9 about a new and fresh approach to the

work on the various topics and col1J.d help to overcome certain deadlocks.

Fif thly, the 9eneral debate in the working groups could be abolished since

there is a qeneral.  debate in plenary where del.eqations  can make comments on any

js<Ue they wish.



(Mr. Hohenfellner, Austria)

Sixthly, the Bureau should meet more often in order to evaluate the stage and

progress oE discussion and, if necessary, tn look into the possibilities for

improvement.
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These thoughts and idea:; are, to a certain extent, already being deliberated

in the said informal talks, The climate in those meetings is a very positive one;

we are therefore confident that they will lead to some concrete steps towards an

enhancement of the Commission's functioning.

For Austria, these endeavours are very important. That is why the Austrian

delegation will participate and co-operate in an active, interested and flexible

manner.

Mr. KATSIGAZI  (Uganda): Allw me to start hy expressinq my delegation's

conqratulations  to the Chairman on his election to the chairmanship of! this very

important Committee. His vast experience wil.1 lead our deliheratinns to a

successful CancLueion. Ulow ma also to congratuLate  the members of the Bureau.  1

would Like to t'lke this opportunity to record our appreciation oE the commendable

work done by Ambassador Zoche of Canada, who chaired this Committee during the 43rd

session to the satisfaction oE everyone.

We .3re meeting at .3 time of excitinq moments in !>ir;tory. We are not seeinq

the enkl ~>f history, as some scholar has suggested: 'w(l! are seeing the seeds of the

history of a new world, and are participating in Laying the Enundation  oE that

world. Tf we lay the foS~ndatian  bricks ,diith  care, compassion ant1 forc?c,iqhtedness,

we will have created a development-oriented world that wil.1. ensure security  for

humanity.

The two major Powers, the .!)nit?d Sc+ter, and the Sovi<?t [Jnion,  Soem to have at

lonq Last realized that their p.%t preoccupation with cold war, with recklf?::s

rivalry  for SkIiieres of influence, ha!; !>ecome <3 real. threat tr, humanity. I would

like to think that what we are seeing i:: the unr~~vellihq, the dramatic solution, of

the very complictited  plot 0: the post-war story. This welcome change has been

described  Fly a Foreign Xinir,ter  of one oE the super-Powers  as a rejection of the
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tr~dltiOn~31 polarta~tion. However , he ha8 warned that it cilnnot  resolve the

sxtqtinq cOntrAfliCti~3ns  OvernicIht,  ;rlthrluqh,  a~ a I)tart, i t  c a n  a l l e v i a t e  t h e m .

Uganda bar CaiJtioned  against the donqer of rufJhinq  to a hasty conclusion that

peace hnn .?t l.onrJ last  come, Thorn WAR euphoria fnllowinq  the Riqninq  oE the INF

'Praaty. We have heard and have reari  that certain cateqnrins  of weapon!, RpeCified

under the Treaty have hoen destroyed, hut  we Rtlll  hear of’ slrne S ta ten ’  modernininq

their military capahilltieR. How, then, can we he Rure that, durinq thifl apparent

improvement in the relatil>na  hetween tht? two major PawerzI, a?vancsd milit,qry and

sciontiftc  techn.Dlogy  hae not hean uned tx produce w@aPpanA  which are more

sophisticated, more accurate and more ?fintructiva? It in the view oE my deleqatian

that we still have a lonq way TV qo. Whtit  in the use of <rigninq  a T r e a t y

PllrpOrtinq  to dF?Atroy weapon9 when nt the fsame time you .secretly improve milit,qry

capahilitfea to, aa it were, compensate Por the weapons yo\J  have eliminated Under

thnt 'Pre;lty? Th@? Treaty then hecome,s  3 manninql.eRn piece of paper. It reqisters





EF/6

(Mr. Katsigazi,  Uganda)

My delegat ion is  hearkened by developmentfi  in neqotia tione on Chemical

weapone. A c o n s e n s u s  .9eems  to he i n  Right  on  the  ctueation  of a convention  o n  t h e

prahihi  tion of the development,  production, s t o c k p i l i n g  a n d  u6e of chamjeal

weapons. Uganda  wa8  one of the more than 145 ccruntrieu  that participated in a

m e e t i n g  o n  chatilical  weapon8 held in PaciR in January this year . The P~riIp

declarat ion a t rongly tepudia  ted chemical weaponn.

In Septemhec this year , another meeting of Government and chemical indurtry

eepreeenktives was held in Canherra, Australia. These meetinga, in the view of my

d e l e g a t i o n ,  c o n s t i t u t e  a  c l e a r  expreetrion  of the  wi l l  of  the  people6  of the world -

and l a t e l y  o f  industries - to do away with chemical weapona, The outcome of t h e

two meetings ahould give a new impetus to the work of the Conference on Disarmament

and hasten the conclusion of the convention placing a total  ban m chemical wmpona.
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We should like ths conven tirxr to he wa tsr tight and Mm-diIEr  iIdn8tOtY* It

should not, h o w e v e r , he use? to frustrate the legitimate need of developing

countr ies  to acquire the scientific and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  capability  to develop

appropr ia te  pharmaceut ical  induct tr ies. Wa cannot afford to lose 40,000 children

every day Rimple  became WQ do not have the necessary vaccinefi.

Uganda consider8 it efiaential  that we tackle arms-race oantrol  and d i s a r m a m e n t

on several  f ronts . The creation of nuc lear - f ree  zone8 and zones af peace is an

integral part of the disarmament  p roces s , It stems horizontal and geographical

p ro l i f e r a t i on  o f  weapons  capab l e  of mans  des t ruct ion.  My delega  tim is

d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t ,  apart from the  Treaty  for  the  Prohibi t ion of  Nuclear  Weapon8  in

ts tin America - the  Treaty  of  Tla te lo lco - and the South Pacif ic  countr ies’  Treaty

of Rarotonga, no progreR8  hae been made, Uganda will remain ateadfaat in its

auppor t  for  in i t ia t ives  on the creation of such zones in and outRide  Afr ic#%.

Uganda  RupPort8 effort3 aimed at transforming the Indian Ocean into a zone af

peace. We ara, however, aware of the prohlemR that the Ad Hoc Committee on the

Tndian  (keiln  has faced for  ahout  LfI year8 t h r o u q h  c e r t a i n  Stotefl c r ea t i ng  oh8taclcrR

tha t  make  i t  imposnihle  f o r  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  tn discharge  i?.s mend13  te t0 PrePfir’ for

the Conference on the ‘Indian Ocean, w h i c h  wa8 or igtnally  achedUled  to tr?kP placa  i n

Colomho  i n  L9Rl. At Its RUmmer  flesqion  thiR y e a r  t h e  Ad H o c  Committee  was inform+d

hy it.s Chairman that, flftt?r  conFIUl.tbtL~‘1nf!  w i t h  the! Mvernmsnt  nf S r i  hnka, daten

h a d  b e e n  fixnri  anti  the Conterence  wo~lrl  t a k e  ,~l?crl  i n  (July 1990  - thin  dQRr)i t(?

moves  by  op[>onent.s  of the Conference  to wind up the Comitte,e, We thou 14 now he

aware of yet other attempt:; to uge the Committee on Conferencan  and thr? IrtiliZntion

f a c t o r  to kil L the ki Hoc Commi  ttse. A t  i tR n i n t h  Rummit  meetlnq, hel.d i n

B e l q t a d e ,  t h e  HearIn of State or Cnvernmsnt of  the  non-a l igned countr ies  RUPported

the  convening of the Confflrcnce  in July 1990, and we expect no further delays.
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(Yr . Ka t.cl iqaz i , Uqandk)

I turn now to the queA tion of dumping, which has been cm the agenda of the

Orqaniffation  of African Unity (OAU) crince  lant  yea r . The  OAU  Council of MiniRterr

hae vlgorounly  condemned dumping of toxic nuclear wa8 te in the African COntinOntn

Africa has itA own prohlsmsr drought, defnreRt&tion,  areeping  desert, hunger,

diarane, ill i teracy , Rtaqnant  economies and debt Crimea, to name hut 13 fOW, Th one

p r o b l e m s  are thamselvrs  fertile g r o u n d  for  v iolence and insecurity.  T h e i r

exacerbation  by the dumping of toxic nuclear WANT  from induetrialined  countrieRp

for whatever motives, muat  he resinted  moat energetically, My delrgation’r

position in that thoaa  that produce toxic nuclear waste should get rid of it in

their own territories  and not dump it in other people’s hack yardn.

In 1964 the Headn at! State  and Government of the Orqanization  of African Unity

inRUed  the Declaration on the Denuclelrlxation  of Africa. AI ricer waa therefore t h e

firrrt c o n t i n e n t  t o  expreaa ita leqitimte denica  to h a  n u c l e a r - f r e e  zone* T h e

(Metal  Aaemhly endorsed  the Declaration in 1965. However, to d a t e  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l

Dgclara  tion hae not heen t rans la ted  in to  ac t ion  or g iven  a leqal cha rac t e r  and

au tho r i t y  through the conclusion  of a t reaty or  ccnven tion, We therefore requent

the *Secretary-General  b provide 011 the aoni.stance that the OAU and the African

Regional Centtt far Peace and Development  may seek regarding the modalities for and

elements of the preparation and implementation ol a treaty or convent ion  CM the

denucl~rization  of Africa.

Racist South Africa continuer+  to Mild up CM  nuclear-weapon capability and

etrengthen  itR alrendy  advanced military ,structuro  in cOllahOrAtiOn  with fiOmC

Metier  Staten,  contrary to  numerow  &?neral A~aemhly a n d  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l

reRolLI  tians.
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(Mr.  Ka tniqaa I, Uganda)

Despite the requests of the tinecal  Conf’rrrnce of the International Atomic

EneCW Apettcy  (IAEA) and of the international oommunity, tho apartheid rdqimr has

porristently  v iolated in trrna tional  law aa well a?4 the purponerr and pcinCiPleB  of

the United Nationrr Charter, upon which the IAEA@a  aativitiea  are hased,  in

acaordance  w i t h  Articlen III B 1 a n d  I V  0 of itn s t a t u t e . The rdqimr has refused

to EMrmit the IAEA to inepect  itn nuclar inntallatione.

It will he recallad  that fo l lowing the  1979 nuclear  explos ion hy South Africa

and the topart  prepared hy a group of exPertA  in 198l,  which s ta ted  tha t  there  was

no doubt thnt South Africa hacl the technical capability  to make nuclear weapons  and

the necsrsary  means of de l ive ry , 3outh  Africa has  cont inued to  qet s c i en t i f i c  and

t e c h n i c a l  assistance  from its s u p p o r t e r s . ThIr! the  r/qime  w a n  ahl.e to hoa.st  laat

year  that  it had the capac i ty  to  produce  nuclear  weapona if 1 t wanted ta do ao. We

s h o u l d  n o w  a l s o  conaider  the Blowpipe affair rarly thi8 year and the  la tes t  reports

th6t  Israel hsa he lped  the  raciPrt rdqimr to  develop a  odium-range  mi s s i l e . It in

reportsd  also that South Africa has  hetween 10 and 20 nuc lear  wesppane  anIl  ia

exportinq enriched uranium to Taiwan. T h e s e  r e p o r t e d  activitlftts  of the r a c i s t

reqime conclti  tub a seriow threat ti in ternat ional  Peace  and  nacutity and mari t

invefiticption  hy the 1Jnited Nati.nnR,

W e  would  nlgo  note and condem  the rejqimet’u  destahilixation  policy, w h i c h  haa

hindered development 1.n REr ica, o~pecial.ly in the front-line States. Iti 18

efltimAted  in tha r e p o r t  of the Inter-Aqnncy Tlr.rl~  Fo rce  conuniRRionad  b y  t h e  U n i t e d

Nations Economic Commission Eor Africa  that  aa a result  oE South Africa’3

aqqressinn  the SouLhern African Development Co-ordin~tion  Conference Staten  have

loot  over $ 6 0  hillian  and 1.5 million live8  in the paflt nine years, There haa heen

an annual  reduction of 2 to 3 per sent in the qrosn domestic product of those

S t a t e n  hacauue  of high dcLence  ependiq,
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(Mr. Katniqaai,  Uganda)

Uqanda  appeals to the interns tlonal commun i ty  ~XI put rmximum  pressure  on  South

Afr ica  not  only  to  dismant le  apar theid  hut  a lso  tc abolish its defttahilization

policy.

Mr. FUN  ( M y a n m a r  ) 8 I am de1 iver inq this sta temsnt  on b e h a l f  o f

Ambaanador Kyaw Min, al terna te Chairman of the Myanmr delegat ion. Much as h e

w o u l d  h a v e  l iked  to  he  here  th is  afternccn,  he r e g r e t s  his  inabilit;, to do IO as

preaninq husinesa  in  another  impor tant  meet ing requires  hip presence  there.

NY delegation takeu pleanure  in  congratulat ing Ambassador  Taylhardat  of

Venezuela on his election  to the chairmanship of the Firat Committee and on the

ahle manner in which he haa been 1Mdinq our deliberations since the heqinninq  of

our work.

We should alsO like to associa te  ouruelvea  with prev ioue speakers in

expraaninq d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  Amhaasador Douqlan Rcche of C a n a d a  f o r  the  mocst

competnnt  way in whiah he guided our work last y e a r , It would he remiss of me n o t

to take this opportunity b pay fi wel l -deserved tribute  to Under -Sec re t a ry -Genera l

Mr. YaAushi  Akashi and his small team of dedicated officials for performinq an

excellent joh under stringent financial and manpower  const ra ints .
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(Mr. Tun, Myanmar)

We are meetinq at a time of unprecedented change in the international

political climate. The single most important factor contributing to this

transformation is the qualitative improvement in super-power relations, as well as

in the relations between the world's two most powerful military alliances. This

emerqinq trend has gone beyond a mere relaxation of tensions and has brought the

world to the threshold of a new era of active co-operation and partnership in the

search for workable solutions to long-standing international questions,

particulasly  those bearinq on international peace and security. What is most

heartening is that the indications are that the phenomenon we are witnessing today

is based on more solid and enduring foundations than were the short-lived periods

of d&tente and the false dawns of the past. As speaker after speaker at plenary

meetings and in the First Committee have emphasized, the transformations now taking

place offer an opportunity, such as we have never had before, to fashion a more

secure and peaceful world. Nations, l.arqe and small, must seize this opportunity

by coming to grips with the multiplicity of Problems that have long afflicted the

world, Particularly those in the field of arms control and disarmament, with a view

to achieving lasting solutions to them.

Each and every disarmament question that has so far defied solution needs to

he tackled urqently so as to ensure that disarmament and detente, which interact,

will become a self-ceneratinq process. We must seek measures to prevent armament,

measures to limit armament and measures of disarmament at the global, reqional and

subregional levels. These measures must encompass the whole disarmament spectrum,

ranqing from nuclear and other mass-destruction weapons to conventional arms.

There is universal recognition of the fact that nuclear weapons pose the

greatest danqer  to the survival of mankind and that their limitation, reduction and

ultimate elimination must remain at the top of the disarmament agenda.
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tlavinq  remained frozen. for d e c a d e s ,

an ever-spi ra l l inq race  in  the  accumulat

of nuclear disarmament has at last begun

durinq  which the world helplessly watched

ion of these dreadful weapons, the process

. I am referring to the conclusion of the

Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist

Re;xiblics  on the Elimination of their Intermediate-Ranqe and Shorter-Ranga

M;:siles  - the INF Treaty - which, when fully implemented, will rid the world of an

entire class of nuclear weapons, This agreement and the good faith in which it  is

heing implemented by the parties have given added momentum to the resumed

n e g o t i a t i o n s  t o  s e c u r e  a cut of 50 per cent in the strategic nuclear forces of the

two super-Powers, We are encouraged to hear that good progress is beinq made in

that  regard. I should like to take this opportunity to commend the two major

Powers  for their foresiqht  and their spirit  of compromise, which have made these

developments possible. we hope that coIlAi  t ions will soon be created to enable  the

negotiations to be broadened to cover nuclear weapons of lower yield, including

“mini nukes” and “baby nukes”. we hope also t h a t , as progressive cuts are made in

the nuclear arsenals of the two  supe r -Power s , the remaininq  nuclear-weapon Sta tes

will  associa te  themselves  wi th  the process of halting and reveruing  the

nuclear-arms race,
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(Mr. Tun, Myanmar)

Flow that a real heqinninq has been made in the direction o f  nuc l ea r

disarmament, the need for the achievement of a universal and comprehensive test ban

hecnmes  all  the more urgent, Such a step, we believe, would underpin the qains

that have already heen made in the Quantitative control of nuclear arms. Moreover,

by serving as  an effect ive  har  to  the  fur ther  sophis t icat ion of  exis t ing n u c l e a r

weapons and to the development of new and deadlier types of such weapons, it would

PaciliLrte  the achievement of further tangible proqress  towards  hal t ing and

reversinq  the nuclear-arms race.
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(Mr. Tun, Myanmar)

In our view, the prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests in the three environments

covered by the 1963 partial test-ban Treaty has now become part of international

common law. We therefore consider that the best way of achieving a universal

comprehensive test ban would be to complement that Treaty with a separate treaty

banning all underground nuclear-weapon tests. Nevertheless, in deference to the

wishes of the vast majority of United Nations Member States, we voted for General

Assembly resolution 43/63  H concerning the convening of an amendment conference to

convert the existing Treaty into a comprehensive test-ban treaty. However, we feel

constrained to state that the proposed conference must confine itself strictly to

the job of extending the provisions of the Treaty to include underground nuclear

tests and must in no way entertain any attempt to modify its scope as defined in

article I.

Chemical weapons represent another class of mass-destruction weapons whose

total and comprehensive banning cannot, and must not, be delayed any further.

Representing a country that is unequivocally committed to the achievement of such a

ban - a country that neither possesses such weapons nor has the means of producing

them Or the intention of acquiring them - my delegation takes heart from the fact

that, thanks to the convergence of the positions of States, this objective is now

within reach. This became clearly evident at the Paris Conference of States

parties to the 1925 Geneva Protocol, held in January this year, and at the

Government-industry Conference against chemical weapons, held in Canherra. Here I

should like to mention, as an aside, that the Union of Myanmar participated in

these two Conferences as an earnest of its commitment to work for a world totally

free of these weapons. We commend the Governments of France and of Australia for

their far-sighted initiative in calling the meetings.
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(Mr. Tun, Myanmar)

The converqence  of views to which I alluded earlier was carried a step further

at the bilateral meeting in Wyoming and by :he very constructive statements made in

the General Assembly by President Bush and by Foreign Minister Shevardnsdze. In

these CirCUmStanCeS  we consider that the General Assembly, at this session, should

give the Conference on Disarmament the necessary mandate to get down in earnest to

the business of elahoratinq, on a priority basis, the draft text of a convention,

without any loopholes, on the complete and effective prohibition of chemical

weapons.

We note that the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, un er the able and skilful

leadership of Ambassador Morel of France, has already ade considerable headway.

We believe that - given the political will - any outstanding issues can be resolved.

While weapons of mass destruction, particularly those usinq uncontrolled

nuclear and thermo-nuclear reaction for their destructive power, are the ones

use would bring about the extinction of the human raCe, it is Conventional

armaments that pose an everyday danger to the security of States in various p

whose

rts

of the world. Our preoccupation with mass-destruction weapons must not, therefore,

distract us from the search for meaningful limitation measures in the field of

conventional arms.
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(Mr. Tun, Myanmar)

The danger of such arms has been fully realized by the States of EUrOper the

scene of what is by far the largest concentration of such armaments in the world.

Much to their credit, members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the

Warsaw Treaty organization are now undertaking serious efforts to strengthen

stahility and security in Europe through the establishment of stable and Secure

balance of their conventional forces at significantly lower levels. Here I should

like in particular to command those States that have made unilateral cuts in their

conventional forces even before the conclusion of the

in Europe (CFE). We also note with appreciation that

the Security Council not involved in the CFE process,

talks on conventional forces

China, a permanent member of

has on its own initiative

unilaterally taken soma concrete steps on disarmament. It is our earnest hope and

expectation that those multilateral efforts and unilateral initiatives will he

emulated ty States in other regions of the world where the need to reduce massive

conventional armouries is no less acute. I should like to add that in any given

region or subregion States in a militarily preponderant position beat a special

responsibility to prorfote peace and stability.

It goes without saying that the pursuit of conventional-arms limitation at the

global, regional and subregional levels must necessarily include naval forces. The

massive naval build-up programmes - far beyond legitimate needs of Self-CiefenCe  -

that are being relentlessly pursued are causing growing concern and exerting a

destahilizing effect in various regions. We therefore consider that this matter

must he addressed urgently.

My delegation has today highlighted a few issues which in our opinion deserve

to be addressed on a priority basis. Many other challenging Guestions  of

disarmament of course remain on our agenda, and we hope to elaborate our views on

them when the need arises.
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(Mr. ‘Pun,  Myannar  )

A t  this propi tiola tim, i n  intsrnntionnl  telation~,  m y  delsqa tion helieven

t h a t  w e  mURt seeIt  to t u r n  t h e  EirRt  Ealterinq  s t eps  o f  r ecen t  yea r s  i n to  h o l d  a n d

purpoeeful fitrides, i n  o r d e r  that Rucceeding  genern tiann may l ive in a het ter

world ,  free f rom the threat of nuclear wespr)ns and other weapons of mass

d e s t r u c t i o n .

The CHAlRMANr T h e  ConVni  ttee ha.cr thu.s c o n c l u d e d  ita general  debate  on ALI

dirratma vent i temn  l

TbIIKx  row the Commi  ttec will emhar k on the gc?cond  pho.se  of i tx woe k,

conffideration  of  and act ion an a l l  draf t  resolut ions  under  disarmament  agenda itemR*

The  meetinq  rode At 4. 25 p.m.


