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In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Mashhadi (Islamic Republic of Iran),

Se-Chairman, took the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at lo:30 a.m.

AGENDA ITEIYS 49 to 69 and 151 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. AL MOGAWI (Iraal (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me at the

outset to express to Mr. Taylhardat our warmest conqcatulations on his unanimous

election as Chairman of this exceptionally important Committee. I am confident

that with his wisdom he will guide our deliberations in a constructive way- In

keeping with the friendly relations between Iraq and Venezuela, I wish to affirm my

delegation's willingness to co-operate with him with a view to achieving tha

positive results we all desire, results that will promote the climate of

international &tente and strengthen the hopes of humanity for a world in which

peace and justice would prevail, and in which arms of all hinds would he

eliminated.

In the course of this Century mankind has witnessed horrors of war that have

surpassed anything we had known frcm o>r history books , so TNch so that the desire

for security is one of the most ardent desires of our contemporary world.

1
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(Mr. Al Mosawi, Iraq)

It is regrettable that the arms race has taken place and is taking place under

the pretext of concern for security. This situation has reached such a point that

nuclear arsenals are now capable of annihilating life on Earth many times Over-

This has thrown light on the futility of nuclear superiority: it can only lead to

diminished security for all.

During the past two decades there have been positive developments at the

bilateral, regional and mu3 tilateral levels, for example, the disarmament

negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union, the Vienna

negotiations on the reduction of conventional weapons in Europe, and 'the ongoing

negOtiatiOnS  in Geneva on a convention banning chemical weapons. Iraq welcomes

such initiatives. However, their outcome does not measure up to the hopes placed

in them, nor can those conclusirns hide the fact that the quantitative and

qualitative arms race still exceeds by far the efforts aimed at curbing it. To

cite an example, the bilateral agreements between the Soviet Union and the United

States of America on the elimination of their madium-range and shorter-range

missiles  and the START negotiations on the reduction of strategic arms stockpiles

have not stopped the qualitative improvement of nuclear weapons? those agreements

did  ban the development of new system of such weapons, to say nothing of the

fact that the first agreement covers only 4 per cent of the world's nuclear

stockpiles, while the second agreement, if implemented, will only cover 40 per cent

of existing nuclear StOCkpileS.

Such facts raise questions about the rest of the stockpiles of the five

nuclear-weapon States, in addition to the stockpiles of those States that have not

yet formally joined the nuclear club. Is it indeed possible to ward off the danger

of thcl outbreak of a nuclear war while those gigantic arsenals of nuclear weapons

continue to exist and t'o be further developed and refined?
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The nuclear-weapon States hear  the pr imary responsibility  in  reqard to

disarmament. This does not mean however that they Rhauld  negotiate between

themnelvee  o n  n u c l e a r  diearmament, i n  isolation  f r o m  t h e  international  community.

Inasmuch aB the  ques t ion  touches  on  the  v i ta l  in teres ts  of  a l l  peoples  of  the

world ,  b i la tera l  and ,xiltilateral  effor ts  should he  complementary and mtUallY

suppor t ive .

The Conference on Disarmament, as the single mu1 tilateral  disarmament

neqot ia t inq forum,  plays  a  major  role  in  negot ia t ions  concerning mul t i la tera l

dinarmament aqreements, We place qrea t  hopes in that Conference, hence our

pa r t i c ipa t i on  a s  an  Obse rve r  i n  itR work  this year . On the other hand, we are

concerned over  the  s ter i l i ty  that  has  characterixed  i t s  work throuqhout  the  pas t

decade. Cer ta in  nuclear  Powers  hear  the  major  responRfhilfty  for  that  sterility.

They ace opposed to providinq  it.g committees concerned with nuclear weapons with an

appropria te  mandate  for  continuinq  their  work. This  cont ravenes  the  commitments  Of

tho.qP  States, as c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  F i n a l  lbcument  o f  t h e  tir.st special seesinn  o f

the Gene ra l  As.semhly  d e v o t e d  to diasrmamnt  a d o p t e d  i n  1978. Tt alfio contravenoR

the wi l l  oP the  in ternat ional  communi ty .

In t e rna t i ona l  life has acauirF?d  d deqree o f  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  w h i c h  makea i t

neccfisary for a l l  Statea t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  manaqinq  t h e  c o m m o n  interest3  o f

humanity. I t .  is indiRputahl.o  t h a t  i t  1.9 t h e  l e q i t l m a t e  right of all merrherR  o f  t h e

intr+rn,7ttonal  c o m m u n i t y  t o  take p a r t  i n  makinq  decisions t h a t  affect thr, manaqemr?nt

nf thocle common tntereatx. Accordinqly,  we  helleve t h a t  t h e r e  is a n  u r q e n t  n e e d  a t

tne prcssnt tim? f o r  the C o n f e r e n c e  o n  Disarrrrament  t o  r?xpanri  it:] rnemhership  to

1 ncl l&-b  :<ta ten t h a t  wiqh tn j o i n  i t , Tn  pa r t i cu l a r , the rules o f  p rocedu re  o f  t he

Cl>nPernnc:ra  dn not.  nllnw  ohservctrn t o  parttcipate;(.q full members  i n  the w o r k  o f  t h e

Mnfrrencf+.
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(Mr. .A1 Mosaw i, Iraa)

'Ibgether with all other peace-loving peoples, Iraa seeks to eliminate all

kinds of weapons from our planet, in accordance with the priorities laid down in

the Final Document of the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to

disarmament held in 1978, which declared that the highest priority should be

accorded to effective measures aimed at nuclear disarmamnt  and the prevention of

nuclear war.

If the peoples of the world are concerned at the nuclear threat resulting from

the growth of the nuclear arsenals of the major Powers, the Arab nation to which 

country belongs has an additional reason for anxiety , namely the possession of

nuclear weapons by Israel, and no one can be unaware of that country's aggressive

and expansionist designs. This poses a grave threat to national Arab security, to

the safety of the States of the region, and to the system of nuclear

non-proliferation there. The 'aggressive Israeli r6gime continues to use its

military capability to perpetrate acts of aggression against the Arab nation and

continues to occupy its territory. It did not hesitate to commit a direct act of

aggression against my country in 1981, to destroy the Iraqi nuclear reactor which

is devoted to peaceful purposes and which is under the safeguards rdqime of the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The latest in its practices iS its

testing of a medium-ranqe missile , which fell near the coast of a sister Arah

country.
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It is  regrettable that  there are effect ive irlterna  t ional  circlea that  are in

COllUsiOn  with  th is  r ac i s t  rdgLme and wi th  i ts  coun t e rpa r t ,  t h e  r a c i s t  South

African rdginre, i n  deve lop ing  t he i r  nuc l ea r  m i l i t a ry  capab i l i t i e s .

Within the framework of its quest for general and complete disarmament Iraq

hae nupported the idea of creating a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle Eant,

in accordance with the principle of the accession of all States of the region,

i nc lud ing  I s r ae l , to the non-proliferation Treaty and the subjecting of the nuclear

installations of the States of the region to the IAEA eafeguarde, coupled with the

eatahlishmnt  af  an  e f f ec t ive  in t e rna t iona l  aa fegua rds  rdqinm.

The strength and credibility of any treaty are measured by the success in

app ly ing  its p r i n c i p l e s . Moreover, the harm resul ting from the impeding or the

miR-applica  t ion  of  an in ternat ional  t reaty wil l  of  neceeai ty  have negat ive

implications for other in terna t ional trea tiee, whether those already in force or

those that are the subject of negotiations,

It behoves us nowI on the eve of the Fourth Review Conference on the

non-p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty , to  remind the  nuclear-weapon Sta tes  of the i r  corwnitmenta

under that Treaty. Among  these I  wou ld  men t ion  t he  ea r l y  conclURicn  of a

comprehensive  nuclear- tes t  han aa par t  and parcel  of  an effect ive disarmament

process  a imed at  the  reduct ion of  nuclear  weapons  a the firtxt  pr ior i ty ,  and

u l t i m a t e l y  a t  t h e i r  t o t a l  e l i m i n a t i o n .

Iraq was actual ly  one of  the  Sta tes  that  cal led for  a oanference of  the  States

par t ies  to the  par t ia l  nuclear- teat -han Treaty  wi th  a view to conver t ing that

T rea ty  i n to  a  un ive r sa l , compreheneiva and ver if iahle test-ban treaty. We will

continue our eEforts  to  achieve that  goal  as Aeon aa poss ib le . Like most S t a t e n ,

Tr3rl believee  that the ma in objective of disarmament meanurea in the consol  idation

of pe;rce and Rf?CUf I ty. Tncreaaing t h e  mmntum  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  di.sarmamnt

re(lulrf!,s  p.3r I ty, m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  a n d  r e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  the  use of  force and of t h e
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(Mr.  Al Mosawi,  Iraq)

p o l i c i e s  of  hegerrpny. By the sarm token it reauires also the elimination of the

ROUCCBS of economic and social concern in our international conanunity which means

the  e l im ina t i on  o f  t he  g l a r i ng  diacrepanciea  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  wealth-

The pers is tence  of in ternat ional  economic  cr ises ,  the  abntinued  conduct  of

internations! economic relations on m inequitable and unjucrt basia, the

pers is tence Of  Crises Of foreign indebtedness  and the  lack of  growth in the

economies of developing countries in a manner commensurate with the proqress

achieved in  the  ,develomd  countr ies , toge thet with technological restr i&ions,  are

f a c to r s  t ha t  cons t i t u t e  ser ions  o b s t a c l e s  t o  s e c u r i t y  i n  i t s  b r o a d  s e n s e .  H e n c e ,

Unless  t h e r e  i s  a  change  i n  t he  gene ra l  po l  i t i c a l  c l ima t e ,  un l e s s  a  h ighe r  l eve l  o f

confidence and co-peration  is achieved, unless problQms arising from the economic

and social  d iscr iminat ion  are resolved,  and the  re la t ions  between South  an8 North

have changed, a n d  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  n a t i o n s  to a  d e c e n t  l e v e l  Of  living

are secured8 Unless a l l  t h a t  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  oomnunity  w i l l  n o t

achieve genuine and general disarmament.

Outer apace i s  t h e  06K8non h e r i t a g e  o f  h u m a n i t y  a n d  o f  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  I f

t,he  arms race continues to be extended into outer space, the conseauences  will

indeed be grave. The  r isks involved wi l l  be  d i f f icul t  to avoid. Those imminent

dangers  should  therefore  he  aver ted  through mu1  t i la tera l  neqotia  tions with a View

to reaching an agreement  on the  prevent ion of  the  extanuion  of  the  arms race,  in

al l  i ts  aspects ,  in to  outer  space.

In concl us ion, I feel  duty-hound to  reaff i rm that  the  Uni ted Nations has a

fundamental  ro le  to  play and a  main responsibi l i ty  tc  d ischarge in the f ie ld  of

disarmament. Conseauently  it m u s t  c o n t r i b u t e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  I t

muet encourage and promote diaarmamnt  measures and establish a suitable mechanism

Eor linking them tfqether, i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i t s  p r i o r i t i e s .  F o r  t h e  U n i t e d
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Nations to play such a role, a l l  the  Memher  Sta tes  should  recoqnize  i t s  ro le  and

i t s  responsibility  i n  the  ach i evemen t  o f  thi% lo f ty  qoal, takinq in to  account  the

fact  that  there  i s  no  time to  waste .

Miss RAZAFITRIMO  (Madagascar) (interpretation from French) I In  sp i t e  o f

the appeal, made under  ar t ic le  110 of the  ru les  of procedure ,  rnsy T take  th is

oppor tuni ty  to  express  to  Mr.  TAylhardat, on behalf of the Malaqasy deleqation,  our

rrpst s incere  congratula t ions  on his  e lec t ion as  Chairman of  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee .

We ah0 extend our congratula t ions  to  the  o ther  off icers  of  the  Commit tee .

Given the importance accorded in the media to recent developments in trends

t h a t  h a d  prevailtid  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s , and from What we have

heard from many speakers  about  posi t ive  developments  in  in ternat ional  re la t ions ,  we

might be tempted to helieve that the world was movinq towards lastinq improvement.

Certain events  seem to  suppor t  tha t  asser t ion , c o n t r a d i c t i n g  c e r t a i n  beliefs  a b o u t

the world order that some of us have held since the Second World Wart relations

between the two super-Powers ace improving i and there is qrowinq ddtente between

t h e  t w o  m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l  b l o c s .

AS  far as  the  resumpt ion of  d ia loque on arms contro l  i s  concerned,  in  addi t ion

t o  t h e  prospticts  i n  t h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  f i e l d  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  pcoqrass in

the  negot ia t ions  he tween the  Sovie t  Union and the  Uni ted  Sta tes  of America,  A

certain number of agreements were reached at the Wyominq talks between the United

States  Secretary of  State  and the  Soviet  Foreiqn Mini.ster,  amonq which I  miqht

m e n t i o n  t h e  aqreement  on  p r i o r  no t i f i c a t i on  o f  s t r a t eg i c  exe rc i s e s ,  wh ich  would

increase  t h e  u s e  o f  n u c l e a r - r i s k - r e d u c t i o n  c e n t r e s  a n d  a l s o  complement  the 1988

aq reemen t  on  p r i o r  no t i f i c a t i on  o f  t he  l aunch ing  o f  s t r a t eg i c  ba l l i s t i c  missiles

and the  1989 aqreement  on the  prevent ion of  dangerous  mi l i tary  ac t iv i t ies1  the

planned vis i t  by a  group of  Soviet  exper ts  to  research  and exper imenta t ion  Centres

as soc i a t ed  w i th  t he  Amer i can  p l an  fo r  t he  etcateqic d e f e n c e  i n i t i a t i v e )  t h e  qsneraJ.
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agreement  on ver i f ica t ion and s tabi l i ty  proposed by the  Sovie t  Union in  response  to

Pres ident  Bush’s  in i t ia t ive  to  speed the  conclus ion  of the  s t ra tegic  arms reduct ion

talks (START), which would probably he signed by the year 1990, and an agreem?nt on

naval nuclear armaments.
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Moreover, the new apprach  in Soviet diplomacy, as described by

Mt. Shevardnadxe before the Suprerne Soviet and in the clarifications he provided in

his report of 23 October as to the future dismantling of the Warsaw Pact and the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization on the basis of negotiations for the withdrawal

of Soviet forces from Eastern Europe by the year 2000 and the mutual withdrawal Of

the military bases of the two blocs in Asia, surely gives new momentum to the

improverrent  of East-West relations, as can be seen from the statements made by a

spokesman of the State Department to the effect that the Soviet Minister's

statesent constituted a positive evaluation of American-Soviet relations=

In this framerork,  the Soviet military Chief of Staff announced on 19 October

that 27,400 Soviet troops had been withdrawn from Europe since the beginning of the

year as part of the planned troop reduction of 50,000 by the year 1991.

As to the negotiations in the framework of the Conference on Security and

Cooperation  in Europe (CSCEl , everyone agrees that they are promising as to the

reduction of conventional weapons and conventional armed forces and that there is

an agreement between the parties to create a stable balance. That new balance

would be characterised by a reduction in conventional weapons and equipment and the

elimination of differences that weaken stability and of the capacity to launch a

surprise attack or undertake broad offensive action. These negotiations would

involve land-based conventional forces and madriel within the tereitory of the

participants, from the Atlantic to the Urals. A treaty in this respect could be

concluded by next year and implemented in 1992-1993.
\

As for chemical weapons, following the developments that have occurred Since

1938 in the field, especially the Soviet-American commitment of 23 Septetier last

on the prohibition and elimination of chemical weapons, following their propOsals

to destroy existing stockpiles and the conclusion in Wyoming ol an accord on the
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exchange of data in the f feld of bila tecal negotb tiona, we might expect that 1990

wi l l  be  the  year  of the conclus ion of  a  mul t i la tera l  convention o1 chemical

weapons, which would make up for the ehoctcominqe of the 1925 Geneva Pr0bDc0~~

The favourable impetus that thin has provided would also extend to other

agreementa  that might be developed and implemented to eliminate mill tary and

non-mil i tary  factors  of deetcuc t ion  and war, taking in to  acc!c>unt  the undeniable

reeultta of bilateral coneulta tions  between the United States and the Soviet Union

on mu1 tilateral ,nego tia tiona.

Ae ear aa r e g i o n a l  t e n s i o n s  a r e  mncerned, we can nay that Borne inter-State

armed conf licte  hat*&  ccme to  an  end  wi th  the  end  of  the Iran-Iraa war@ the

withdrawal of Soviet troops  f rom Afghanistan, the  prospect  of  a se t t lement  of  the

quell tion of Cambodia and the peace process which has hequn in Namibia. But, as was

ntreeeed by our Minister of Foreign Arffaire in hie statement of 12 October before

this aeaa ion of the General Aeaembly :

“he list ie not a8 complete au we might have wished! it omits et least

two points. Could  i t  b e  some  remaininq  yea rn ing  f o r  r i va l ry  and  con f ron ta t i on

between the great Powers that has auppreesed mention of zones of peace and

co-opera ticm, including that  of  ths  Indian Ocean,  and of  nuclear-weapon-free

zones? What role is to he asuigned  to the United Na tionA  in the mu1 tilateral

ver?: IWI tion of disarmament agreements? it is good to shw that we have been

nwinq  in  the r ight  di rect ion for  several  years ,  hut i t  would  he even batter

to take measures to consolidate the intetna tional community ‘B conf idenca  in

the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in al l  spheres of international  re la t ions ,  n (A/44/PV.  30 ,

up. 32-33)

M y  d e l e g a t i o n  h a s  l i s t e n e d  with  g r e a t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the Speakers in  t he  gene ra l

deb te . As  in  previou3  years , we are concerned about the growing risk of the

pro1 ifera tion of weapons, and we are aware of the viL=11  need to put an end tr, that
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danger. Everyone here aspires tD peace and security , which can only be found in

disarmament. That is Madagascar's position , and it is why we feel that no factor

should be neglected if it can contribute to disarmament.

It is a fact that, unwittingly or not , the General Assembly seems to be

focusing its attention recently on certain ctuestions to the detriment of certain

others that are at least equally impor&ant and have been left pending for many

years - items that are postponed from one sessim to another. This has increased

the number of problems on which many resolutions have been adopted without effect.

In making these comments we are in no way trying to blame  anyone or down-play the

significant events in East-West de'tente, which we welcome. Their impact on

international relations is undeniable. In the Indian Ocean region, for example,

because of this de’tente, any confrontation in the context of rivalry and

one-upmanship between the two  Powers should be obsolete.

Reasoning I would describe as a delaying tactic has been used by certain

members of the Special Committee ar the Indian Ocean to postpone once again the

convening of the Colombo Conference in 1990, in spite of the unanimous view of the

Committee cn the principle of the objectives of the zone of peace, tends to spread

the impression that there exists a regionalized hierarchy in questions related to

disarrrrarrent.

qow could the littoral and hinterland countries on their own banish from the

13dian Ocean any military and naval foreign presence - a prerequisite, in Out View,

for meeting the objectives of the 1971 Declaration? As we see it, the Colombo
1

Conference must take place, especially to allow for negotia ted, just and equitable

ooliltions  to the questions of Xayotte, Diego Garcia and the Malagasy islands.

In the same context, the prospect of a denuclearized Africa will beconm even

more distant if the will of Africa to establish a nuclear-free zone is impeded

because South Africa continues to develop its nucleat capacity and to receive
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al l  the Aid i t  neede  for chia purpose . Everyone is aware of t?e danger that ita

nuclear  programme poseA  to  in ternat ional  peace  and securi ty,  in par t icular  for

African Sta tea.

The  question of  the  eetablifihment  of zone8 of  peace and nuclear-wespon-free

zones in the Indian Ocean, Africa, the Middle East, southern Asia, I&tin America

and eleewhere - propoaalA for which in moat caz)ea date back more than 15 yearis,  or

even a quarter  of  a century as far a8 a  nuclear-free Africa ie concerned - ie part

of global disarmament and must not he disaesooiated  from the process of

conventional and nuclear disarmmnt  tD which by definitia?  they would COntributfl,

Rince no  assurance&3  can be given to  the  in ternat ional  mmmunity  even au to  nuclear

programmea alleqeUly  for peaceful purposes.

In this respect, we are pleased that one third of the required requests have

now been made for the convening of an in terna tional  conference to tranaform the

1963 partial nuclear test-ban Tree ty into a mmprehensive  teat-ban treaty. On the

one hand, test ing i s  c rucia l  to  arIIp1  development  1 ~1 the  o ther ,  the  ban should

cover  a l l  areas and a l l  systems, inc luding  8o*alled  peaceful  explos ions .

The g lobal  prohihi t ion of nuclear tes t ing  prenuppoae8 the eatahlfehment  of a

sys t em o f  g loha l  ve r i f i ca t ion . Ver i f i ca t i on  ie an e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  in  the

e8tahlishIrlent  of confidence between the partim to a Treaty. For  our  par t ,  we

a t t a ch  pa r t i cu l a r  impor t ance  t o  t h i s . We hope that the study untcer taken on the

role  Of  the  Uni ted Nat ions  in  the f ie ld  of  ver i f icat ion by the  group Of

govecnmentdl  exper ts ,  which wi l l  appear  before  next  fiummer,  wil l  contain

recommendationff  ai~~~d  a t  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nati0n.s !n t h e  f i e l d

of  disarmament  in  general  and ver i f ica t ion in  particular.

There  seem to  he  a  consensus  emerging to the  effect  that  mu1  tilateralism

would contr ibute  to  improving the  in ternat ional  c l imate  and the  ro le  and
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potent ia l  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in  the  maintenance  of  p84ce  and Recurity. I n  t h i s

ronpect,  a commibnent  by a l l  Sta tes  to  qivo new s t rength  to  the  mul t i la tera l

rrrechanism  we have - the  ni8armarwnt Commlaa  ion  - TV nececlRary  t o  enable  i t  ta

obtain t h e  qoiils Par which  i t  WAR eatahliahed. We do not think it Is tcx>  much to

a s k  that t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  DIn,rrmament he tran:3formd  i n t o  a  universal  ONan for

nqotintinnR  on disarmament.
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A review of  ite composition  has already heen reques ted ,  at  the  firAt epeCia1

eelasion  of  the  Wneral  Asaemhly  devoted to  d isarmament . Pou i tive development of

t h e  d i a l o g u e  t o  mohilize  c a p a c i t i e s  f o r  m u l t i l a t e r a l  disarmament  r e w i r e s  thh

adapta t ion hecauRe  every State ha8 a role  to  p lay in  g lohal  twcur i ty.

I cannot conclude without recalling the importance and timelinenn  of the Final

Document of the 1987 International Conference on the Relati\jrahip  between

Disarmamnt and Development, in particular it8 programme of action.

In t h i n  r e s p e c t  i t  wau Rtr iking  t o  n o t e  i n  t h e  tablea p r e a e n t e d  by Profes so r

Abduft  Salam, the  Nohel .  laureate  in physics and President  of  the  Thi rd  World

Academy, at the round table of eminent peroonal  itlea on the topic “Peace,

development and the role of science and technology” organized  on Thursday,

26 October, in  the framework of  the celebra t ion  of the tenth anniversary of  the

adoption of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Tachnology  for

DeVelOpent, the  h igh percentage  allocated to  Aefence  in  compar ison wi th  educat ion

and health in the groaa national product of countr  ieu hoth developing and developed.

It iR t he re fo re  c l ea r  tha t  any  progrefia toward8  general  a n d  c o m p l e t e

diearmament would  release renourceo  for  more  rapid  development  in  t) d i f f icul t

FIituation  in  which  the  only  pasnihle source  of  addi t ional  r1eeourcee  seem to  he

di.sarmt3ment.

Therefore, ahove and beyond rhetor ic , ahave and heyond debatea and diacussione

we hope are ef!clen tial, the n e e d  i s  h e i n g  e e l t  t o  r e f l e c t  i n  d e e d s  the  UnanimmlY

affirmed denire  for  peace and negotiat ions. A firfft m i l e s t o n e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  i s

t he  i n i t i a t i ve  o f  t he  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  t o  organise  i n  J u n e  1 9 9 0  i n  MOACOWt  i n

collaboration  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Government,  a  conference  o n  t h e  conversion  o f  t h e

military in to civil ian induatry .
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Mr. AL-ALFI  (Democratic Yemen) (interpreUtion  from Arabic)  I Allow me,

on hehalf of the two parts of Yemen, to express deepest condolence8 and sympathy  to

the delegation  of s is ter ly  Alqoria on the earthquake thnt aff l icted that count.ry

recsn tly . I Rhould alao like to expreaa our condolencem and sympathy to the

delegation  O f  t h e  U n i t e d  Staten o n  the ea r thquake  t ha t  r ecen t ly  ahook San FranciRca

and the fwrroundinq region.

It ia mY PleaRUre to conqratulate  you, moat warmly, Sir, on hehalf  of the two

parts of Yemen, on your election an Chairman of the First Committee, which C3meR  aB

a reaffirmation of your wiadom and your experience of long yeara in the field of

dinarmament. It 1.s aleo a token of approcia  tion for your country, which playa a

po+Iitive role in many cau1)eo  of concern to the international community. At the

same  t i m e  i t  qive~  m, pleasure  t o  expreerr ou r  hea r t f e l t  congratu la t ions  to  t h e

other mefrbetR  of the Dureau. I should  1 Ike to  a88ure you,  Sir ,  of our readineee

Ful ly  to  codpecd  te with you in order tc faci l i ta te  your tasks.

The two parta of Yemen, 1 Ike all who have followed the general dehete on

quepltiono of disarm&ment  in  the  Pirat Committee,  have dram the aam cOnClU8iOnm

they drew from the general debate of the Cenaral Aanerfblyr that current

international reL* tionR  ehow improvement and that constructive  steps have recently

haen  ta ken by the Soviet Union and the On I ted Sta te8 in the field of the l imitation

of the arms race and the  reduct ion  of  armementn. The Treaty on the Llimination  of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Misaila~  - INF Treaty - cons t i tu tes  tne first

.step o n  tha t  r-d, The recent agreementa Rigned hy the two coun  triee,  BR ale0 the

propocials made hy each of them, have holstered  our hope and expects tion that they

w i l l  t a k e  fu.-ther ~tepa i n  t h e  fiald o f  diaatmsment. Alonq with  other members of

the international community , we have welcomed those Rtepe and would like to

r e a f f i r m  the Eollowing.
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F’irqt, tha achievement9  mode  M Par i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  n u c l e a r  dissrmsment  COV9r

only R f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  n u c l e a r  arsenalfi  af t h e  two c a u n t r  ies. We he1 ieve that the

reduction of thoRe weapons Rhauld proceed at a pace at leaut commensurate with that

of t h e  wGalation  of  the nuc l ea r - a rms  r ace ,  wh ich  haA r eached  a  l e v e l  t h a t

threa tena the very survival of al.1 mankind. Wha tever  the justifica tions mSY  be I it

i,s illogicel to attempt to enfiure international peace and accurity  when there exist

huyo qusn  ti ties of anphiz3tica ted nuclear weapons capah?,e of dee troying. our planet

und  i t4 c i v i l i s a t i o n  fk9ny  t i m e s  over,

lTacondly,  i t  i s  entahlished  a n d  i n d i n p u t a h l e  t h a t  disarmment  i s  a  common

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  responaihility  a n d  t h a t  ita qoal ia realisation  o f  t h e  strategy

n4nptad  hy t h o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  corrPnunity1 qeneral and complete Atsarmament under

effactivo international eupervis  ion, We believe  that  any resul ts  achieved

I;~laterally  in the f ie ld  of  disarmament  are  hut  trihutaciea  to  the  mainst ream of

our major objective and are not a suhatitu tn for it. we expreae  our  concern  that

the  report  of the Conference  on Disarmament  doe8 not  ref lec t  comparable  proqreee  in

the achievement of itin pr ior i t ies  in  the  f ie ld  of  nuclear disarITb9mRnto We are

antitled  to  wonder  about  the  nature  of  the  cent ra l  and aaeential  role  played by the

United Nations in thfi  field of disarmament, a role  mentioned by every Member of the

Organization. IFI i t  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  e f f e c t i v e  r o l e ? I s  i t  m e r e l y  a recondary,

marginal  role  that  ie conf ined tc expresnione  of  welcome and hope for  the

achievement of proqreea in the field of disarmament? What i~ the nature of the

constant talk aboilt the  Conference  on DiRarmnmt,  the  hole intarnational

negotiating forum for disarmament?

Thirdly,  we believe  that  the logical  sequence is for  the elaborat ion of

practl Cal, effective aqraementA  in  the  f ie ld  of  nuclear  diaarmment  to  start with

the  prohibi t ion  of  a l l  forma of  nuclear  tests! and immediate elaboration  of a
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comprehensive test-hsn treaty. We can thus quaran tae that no new nuclesr  weapon8

whll he developed and that whon WC) ,wldrefiR  tho problem  of dinarmament we ccrn deal

w i t h  t h e  ewiRting arc\tJnAlm. Proceeding from that, we rrupport  the  at?PortR  Elifnd at

amendment  af the partial  teat -han Treaty of 1963 to  conver t  it in to  a comprehensive

test-han treaty. I t  is our hop tnat the  St,3tas  partian M that Trea ty  wi l l  a r r ive

at. n ConuenRuR  o n  that nhjmtlve.
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The product ion  of  nuclear  wespona is  of  course no lees  impor tant  than the i r

development or modernisation. We therefore support all efforts to halt  the

prcduction  of n u c l e a r  weapona, We wonder how we CM deal with thin eubject or even

talk of reducing nuclear weapons while they continue to he proUuced at the u8me

rate a8 before. How much of the stockpilea are we talking ahout reducing while

production linan  continue to run?

There is another question of the utmost importanca: t h a t  of  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n

of the uRe of nuclear weapons. We cannot pofinihly eccept any of the argumWts that

4re intended to convince UR of the need to ccexiat with nuclmr weapons. If it is

agreed that a nuclear war cannot be won and should  never be fought, we would like

ta Ree  this motto tranmlated  into a legally binding commitment  on the part of the

nuclear-weapon Sta tea. I t  is a l so  o f  extremr! impor tance  to  us tha t  t h e r e  should  h e

a legally binding ccrnmi  tmant to refrain from the use of thoRe weapons agrinet

non-nuclear-weapon Sti tes.

Any talk of nuclear weapons naturally lmda  to a di.scuaaion  of the Treaty on

the Non-PrclLferetion  of Nuclear Wenpone  (NPT) and especially of the fact that the

State8 partien to that Treaty have decided to hold their  Fourth Review Conference

next year, That  wi l l  he  an impor tant  conference  inaarmch  an i t  wi l l  de termine  the

fate and future of the Treaty. While at a certain stage the Treaty gave the

assurance that  there would not  he  a  hor izonta l  prol i fera t ion of  nuclear weapons,  i t

dtd n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  p u t t i n g  an end  t a  t he  mind -hogq l ing  ve r t i c a l  p ro l i f e r a t i on  o f

such  waaponR hy nuclear-weapon Sta tea. T h e r e  in another  entahlished  fact tha t

cannot he covered up any lcnqerr namely that the two racist regimes  of South

Africa and Inrae possess nuclear weapons. The inter na tional commun  ity mwt

therefnre  Rhcxllder it.q refiponsihilitiofl  and  f ace  up  t o  t he  q r ave  dange r  imp l i ed  i n

this qrirve development, which threatens  the  Arab and Afr ican peoples  in  par  ticul.ar,

and  jeopardises i n t e rna t i ona l  peace  and  s ecu r i t y . Over the past few yeare we have
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pers is tent ly  warned against euch dangetsl. However, those who defended Israel and

South Africa continued to cast Aouht on rhat we Raid. Tbday,  we  ate wa i t ing  fo r

practical stepa to be taken, especial.1 y now that those sama people have ascertained

the val idi ty of our sta tementn, which were  or iginal ly  aubtantiated  by the report6

0e the United Nations  itnelf.

In View Of the aggressive  nature of those two racist regimes, and in

pa r  titular  o f  t h e i r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  n u c l e a r  capability,  i t  in

incumbent upon the international community to remain canatantly vigilant and to

take  immediate  s teps  to  ohta in  the  adherence  of  those two re’qimecs  to  the

non-proliferatFon  Treaty  and to  have thei r  nuclear  ins!.Allationa  placed under  the

Internat ional  Atomic Energy Aqency  Rafequards. Only then can we realize  the will

Of the Arab and African peoples to entahlish  a nuclear-weapan-free  zone in the

Middle  East and to  hr inq  ahout the  denuclearixation of Africa. To remain  e i lent  in

the face Of the grave developments that may ensue from the PaseRsion hy South

Afr i ca  and  I s rae l  o f  nuc lea r  weepann w o u l d  i n  o u r  o p i n i o n  i n e v i t a b l y  lead t o  IOR4

of COnfid.enCe  in  the  NPT on the  par t  of  the  Arab and African peopleH. I t  could

aI%? lt?~I to f u r t h e r  hortzontal  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n ! ? ,  e v e n  t0 t h e  point

nf n o  r e t u r n .

Thp ~mphagi~w  we place  nn n!icl eat weapons i? haned on  the disarmament

?r ioti tisft un;inimously  aqrasd tipon  hy t he  in tern .1  tional  Community. This empha.s  is

~l:)eR n o t  ma,ln  that we ove r look  the impor t ance  o f  deal.inq  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  aspecta of

disarmament. Yet we do n.>t ilqree with the t e n d e n c y  b> qivc!  p r e c e d e n c e  to those

other  .Ispeots over t h e  m a i n  que.qtinnr namely nuclear  disarmamentV or  ths  tendency

t o  de-11  w i t h  those other  aspFtctR o n  a n  er.?ual. Eootinq  w i t h  n u c l e a r  diFlarm9mt?nt.  I n

kt1i.s  rr?q;lr4  in WOIIIII  1 Ike tl> r93ffirm  t h e  foIlowlnq p1?9itl9ns.
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F i r s t ,  we  suppor t  a l l  e f fo r t s  t o  brinq ahout t h e  e a r l y  c o n c l u s i o n  O f  a

comprehensive treaty on the prohibition of the development, stockpiling and use of

chemical weapons. We are qra tif led that that aspect of the work of the Conference

on Disarmament at l-at was positive. The proposals  for  the  reduct ion  of  the

stockpiles of chemical weapona in the arsena 1s of the Soviet Un ion and the United

States are also a source of encouragement to ua. By the same token, we welcome the

resul ts  arr ived a t  by the  Sta tes  par t ies  to  the Geneva Protocol  of  1925 a t  the

beginning of  the  year . Yet we wonder: I f  a l l  these  s t eps  and  p roposa l s  r e f l e c t

p o s i t i v e  proqress i:: t h i s  f i e l d , then whn I R it that is impeding the concl us ion of

a comprehensive treaty on the prohibition of chemical weapons?

I

Secondly, the debate on conventional weapons haa been permeated with ambiguity

and confusion. Emphasis has heen  placed on the urre of conventional weapons hut no

particular nw?ntion haa been made of the production of certain conventional weapons

tihich  may be deemed to be excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects.

There is now a wid:!spread impression that there is no difference hetween the

simplest  and l ightest weapons on the one hand and the hiqhly sophisticated

conventional and nuclear weapons on the other.

We would like to reaffirm that we, in Yemen, do not produce any weapons. The

question cf controlling conventional weapons is above all  a rrattsr in the hands of

the super-Powers, which manufacture such weapons. It is they who can deal with

thiR quention through reducing the development and production of conventional

weclpona, and limiting their exprt.s  to most of the countries that have become

markets for such weapon%. Only in this way can the super-Powers Set an example to

the other States that manufacture and export liqht  conventional weapons. Only then

can we baqin to  deal  proper ly  with the cessa t ion  of  the  convent ional  arm8 race

hecause wf? will then he tickling the cause of the ailment and not i tR symptoms.
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le discuss ing the arms race we should not overlook another aspect of it,

the iaprtance  of which has been underlined in the debates of the Disarmament

Whi

Cmuniss ion : namely the naval arms race. Many small States, including the two

parts of Yemen, find their security and sovereignty threatened as a result of that

aspect of the arms race.
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It is our country's destiny to be situated in a Stra tegiC lOcdtiOtI at the

southern entrance to the Red Sea , to he an important part of the Indian Ocean and

to have the Bab al Mandab Strait in its territorial waters. Therefore we attach

special importance to the implementation of the Declaration of the indian Ocean as

a Zone of Peace, adopted by the General Assembly in 1971, especially Since that

region has witne,sed a constant and dangerous escalation of foreign military

presence, which, as some reports indicate, has reached the stage where nuclear

weapons are being introduced into the region by SOI’E  major Powers. Certain major

Powers, in fact, make no secret of their plans for military intervention in the

countries of that region.

The stability and security of that region are, in our belief, first and

foremost, the responsibility of the S!ites of the region. Stability and security

in the region can be assured only through serious action to implement the

objectives of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace, foremost

among which are the cessation of the arms race between the major Powers, the

elimination of military bases in the region and the ending of foreign military

presence there.

For the achievement of this objective we are looking forward with keen

interest to the convening in Colombo in 1990 of the Conference c3n the Indian Ocean,

as called for by the General Assembly in the light of the consensus recommendation

of the W Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean. We believe that attempts by some

States not helonging to the region to recede from that resolution do not serve the

security and stability of the region nor that of its peoples and countries. All

the more, since the region has witnessed a number of positive elements that pave

the way to the convening of the Conference. It is our hope that all permanent

members of the Security.Council and the maritime users of the Indian Ocean will

participate in the Conference with the aim of arriving at agreements that will take
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into account the Lnterestn  of aLL and ZIASUCC the Rocuclty and 3ttAhility  of the

!%a tps a n d  people9 0P t h e  region.

The two parts CompciSlnq '&man (7rr?  alrronq  the leant (IeveLoped  countries. I t  i s

only natur,ql  that our Rufferinq anti the enormous ~IiECicultie~  facing  us in Our

d@velopnr?nt  effort9 should cnuae :>uc interest in diqacmament  effoct.s to be all the

qraatec. Tht.s i.q compatlhle  with our concern to maintain Recurity and stability  in

nur reqion  ,Ind  in the worlrl  at large. That intxcant  19 al90 hased on our

conviction that diaarnument and development ace clo.sely  linker]. We are not alone

in thins  ht31 Left Lt is tdk inq root  in  the conscience of  the  wor ld . In t h e  l i g h t  o f

thr? pas i tiva dcvel3pment  in in ter nd t ionnl cela t ion8 it is our hope that the

r~~commendat~onn  adopted at the International Conference on the &lationahip  between

Disarmament and Development will he impl.amentad  and that the constructive proposals

.?uhmi ttc?d to that Conference will be translated into tangible reality and the

resoucces  released through diaarrrument  cealloca  ted towards development effortR,

pat titularly in the developing countr  ies. We must all he cognizant of the fact

that we ace partners in this world  and that international peace and security cannot

be ensured  whi le  the ma jocity  of  the  memhecs  of the  in ternat ional  communi ty  are

faced with ACU te economic prnhlems  that threaten their stability and sc?curitv.

All nur intecelits and concerns are tributaries to the main Rtceam of those of

tht? o thee Sta tes of the world, or at lPa.st  the mjority  of them. We believe that

the responsihfltty  i.s a common one and that we have to untte odr efforts in order

to  arr ive at appropr ia te  sol~tiono  conducive  to  the  achievement  of  our  ultimte

(30~11,  namely, general and complete disarmament under effective international

supecvia ion. Without doubt, in the field of disarmament the United Nations

c o n t i n u e s  t o  p l a y  a  c e n t r a l  r o l e , one for which there is no substitutel bilateral

efforts must be complementary to that central role. We in Yemen constantly affirm

the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament and in dealing with
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other urqent in terna tional questions. W e  c a n  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  coneolidation

and pronr, tioln of  that  ro le  through active and effect ive par t ic ipat ion  in the

axis ting botY ies  responsible  for  disarmrrment  queationa.  That contcihution wil l  be

ef fec t ive  i f we have a t rue pol i t ica l  wi l l  that  takes into account the int@reets of

all and does

r e so lve  t ha t

not view the issues from a narrowl rhort-range standpoint,  and a

wil l  a l low our  peoples  to  par t ic ipa te  in  the achievement  of the i r

hopea for disarmament  through the World DiearmPment  Campaign.

In  conclusion I  would l ike  once again  to  reaff i rm that  we atand ful ly ready ta

co-cppeca  te with the Chairman, in  the  d ischarge  of his  teeponsihility. Succees  i n

the work of  th in  Comittee ia not  measured by the  nutier of  resolu t ion8 i t  aUopts,

whether that numhec increases or decreae ee, hut rather by the cartent of those

r eao lu t i ans . It is measured above all hy our collective resolve to tranelate them

into a  tangible  real i ty  that  would serve  the  pr incipal  purpose  of  our  debates ,  tha t

ia, the achievement of real progceaa in all fields of disarmament.

Mr. GUPINOVICH (Byeloruseian Soviet Socialist &public)  (interpreta ticn

f ram Russian) : T.he  genera l  debate  i s  drawing to  a  c lose  in  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee ,

which i s  ent rus ted wi th  d isarmament  and in ternat ional  secur i ty  i tems. I n  t h i s

connection we should like to ohare some of our views on the fundamental changes

that appear to be occurring in the sphere af disarmament and security,  as has heen

demonstra ted  a lso  by the debate  in  th is  Conunittee,.

We are convinced that the world is embarking on a period of far-reaching

changea  In p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g . In her address  made ear ly  in  the  Comnittee’s

de1 ibera tions, the repr esenta tive of Sweden posed what we see as a very impcr tan t

question: ‘I. . . are we .,, witneasing a historic break with the past?”

(A/C.l/44/PV.  4 ,  p. 19-20)
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We are confident that this uueation Rhould he anewered in the affirn’mtive.

World politics  are moving qradually towards a fundamentally naw rstage, which ie

determined by the transition  f rom militsrizsd  confronta t ion fo pol i t ica l  dialoque,

from parochial relt-intereat  to a multilateral search for a balance of intereetr

geared to equal eecuri  ty for all, We are becoming lncreaeingly aware that we will

i n e v i t a b l y  h a v e  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  international  relationa in au& a  way t h a t  eecurity

would corm to he baaed on a aualita tively new foe ting in keeping with the reali tie8

of today’s Lnteqrated  and in terdependent  wor ld . The  notiaeahly incceaeing role  of

in ternat ional  law under lying such a structure  wil l  meen  that  Sta tes  will qradual ly

abandon their policief!  of nuclear and overall deterrence based on military force in

favour of mutual restraint barred on common political and legal inetrumen ts and

,l()reements,  that lci, upon leqal deterranca. Collective mechanisms of i,7ternational

law and moral 1 ty rather than weapon8 should he our guarantees sqnins  t reckleaenees.

Speaking in hrmder  termA, w@ are  now seeinq the  heginninga of  an  ent i re ly  new

o r d e r  o f  interna  tionitl  r e l a t i o n s : t h e y  a r e  hecomlnq inorea@ingly  Aemilitarixed  and

their military component is ceaRinq to he preponderant and dominating.

There appear ta have emerged points oE cryatallization  where real elen’enta Of

f~JtIdam!nta~~V  new approaches8  promiRe to multiply and grow in the futllre. Thus, we

see an acceptance of the notion of univeraal human voluefi  takinq precedence over

other  lnterestfi, AFI well as that oP the paramountcy of world-wide institutiona.

The pl.ucaliam  of the world of today and tomorrow is winning broad recognition BI1  iS

the perception of plurali.sm  haned on the will of nations to live in peace and

friendship and to promote co-opsration  a.s a source of davelopmeht  and KutUal

enrichment for ayatem,  count*ies  and peoples.

In  the mil i tary Rphere, which i s  anything hut  s imple ,  we flee  signs  of general

aqreemcnt on such ma jar principlen  as the renunciation of the pursuit of military
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superiority; the need to reduce tht risk of accidental or unintentional COnfliCtt

to need to reduce and ultimately to eliminate the capacity for launchinq surprise

attacks and initiating large-scale offensive actions; the need to ensure the mutual

predictability of action; the need to maintain armed forces at the lowest levels

necessary while introducing qualitative and quantitative changes in the structures

Of armed forces to make them exclusively defensive in nature, and so on.

Winning general acceptance of these principles is a painful process but it is

a goal we must reach. At the same time, according to the law of dialectics this

stage entails the need to advance towards the next stage: the transition from

mutual understanding to interaction.

The principle of defensive s 'ficiency is, up to a point, the quintessence of

changes in military strategic thl 39. The new military doctrines of the

socialist countries reflect their wish to abandon the principle of over-armament in

favour of that of reasonable sufficiency for defence. The political and

military-technoloqical  aspects of this military doctrine have been devised with one

purpose in mind, namely defence, with the militac, dimension being subordinated to

the political one. The prevention of war is the ultimate objective and core of

this doctrine as well as the main function of the State and its armed forces.

The adoption of this msdetn military doctrine has been followed by real

practical action. The USSR and its allies have begun to Work in earnest on changes

in the structures of their armed forces. The announced unilateral cuts in

armaments and troops are being vigorously prosecuted. Plans are under way ta

convert a number of defence manufacturing plants to civilian production. The

military budget and the output of military eauipment are being reduced. Every

measure that will not diminish security is being taken unilaterally. Such measures
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could have horn even greater in acope in response to unilateral measures by the

other r ide .

Obviowly,  the path towarde the complete implementation of the principle of

reasonable sufficiency  for dbfence mmt be taken on a reCipCOCa1  haRiR. The la tmt

political COnCeptS of both political-military alliances appear to allow for that

ohyective. The Brueaels statement of the North Atlantic Treaty Orqanization  (NATO)

3at.q f o r t h  t h e  ohjactive  “ t o  e n h a n c e  Recurity  and Rtahility  a t  th@ lowent  paaihlcr

level o f  armd forcetan. In the European Community’8 atatemant made by the

r e p t e a e n t a t i v e  oP France Ln t h e  First Comnittee o n  1 6  October t h e  %alve

“reaff irm their  belief that  mil i tary Corcea should  sxiet only in order  to

prevent w&r and guarantee ael fdefence.n  (A/C. 1/44/pv.  3, p. 41)

We have alrrady referred to the doctrine and practical actiona of the USSR and itR

a l l i e s . Their peace-loving orientation has recently been confirmed by the

Committee of the Minister8 of Forelqn  AePairn  of the Warsaw Treaty at a meetinq

which wafi  held Prom 26 to 27 October  1989 in Warsaw.

In this context It appear+! advisable to agree on an adequate interpretation of

the Pr inc ip le  be suffteibncy for deEwm3  in  pract ica l  terms in  an appropr ia te

internptionnl forum. In our view, this p r i n c i p l e  c o u l d  inl:lude t h e  followinq

a’lpects I s t r u c t u r i n g  armed fnrces i n  a non-o f f ann ivs  manner1 limittnq  t h e i r  ~triks

syotom  to a hare minirmml  rrbpl’>yinq  drrrred  Eorcen 80 that they can perform

Lm?Lemf+nte!d  \lnilaternlly  w i l l ,  inevltahly, ha flex lhle  and contincrent  on the future

hPh.lvtour  ;>f thr+ ,.>th\cr  si~ia. T t  t? thereCore  ext.reme1.y  importirnt  that the c u r r a n t

*:ienna ncqotiat:ions  on conveational  artwd Eorcrs  anrl armamrrnt!q  Ln F:urope  e.stahli.sh
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a stable and secure equilibrium on the continent whare hoth world wara bngan. Thir

calla for concurrent and mutually complementary etape to ceduae  convrntional  force

cepahilities,  make them exclusively defensive  in nnture and phase Out taothal

nuclear  weapons hy negot ia t ion8 on  these  uueetions  40 propored by the sociallet

countries.

bportR from Vienna are encouraging in that respect. May we would like once

aqnin to underscore the crucial importance of hoth aete at negatiatione under waY

there. Ta uf3e  wlitical  t e r m s , what is being done in Vienna ir romething more than

just the elaborat ion of  an aqreemsnt  on reduct iona  in  convent ional  arma and on

Confidence-building meanuree# we are overcoming the divieion  of Europe.

Overcominq  t h a t  d i v i e i o n , we believe, could he promoted albo hy political and

legal  mtion desiclned t o  prolrrote a  j o i n t  rearch t?or wayn  of eliminating  the

military  confrontation between NATO and the Warraw Treaty Organisation.
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For example, there ie an obvious similarity between the well-known

Pronouncements by oeficiala  of the countries merrhers  of the North Atlantic Treaty

Orqaniaation (NATO) to the effect that none of their weapons  will ever ha used

other than in reepanae to an attack and nta tementa hy spokesmen of members of the

Wareaw Treaty that they

“wil l  never  under  any c i rcumstances  in i t ia te  ailitary act ion  aqainet  any State

or  a l l i ance  o f  Sta t e e  unleafi  t hey  a re  themeelven  the  t a rge t  o f  an  armed

attack ‘.

The atatementa have obvious similarities. It would seem that a joint  statement by

both alliances to that effect might be advisable. Such a statement  could  provide

fur thee momentum  for continued efforta to build confidence in Europe and enhance

Rtrrhility  throughout the world.

The development in an appropriate forum of criteria and parameters ear

dsfenaive  structures of  armed forces  could add substant ia l ly  to  effor t8  to  reach

aqreement  on the content of  the  defensive-suff ic iency concept . Roth topics could

ha addressed by expertc.  on the Military Staff Committee, a8 the ByelorusRian  SSR

haa r epea t ed ly  auqqentad. Other proposala  to t.hat effect  could  aho he d iscussed.

T h e  Eorthaominq .seminar  of  t he  35 S t a t e s  pa r t i c i pan t s  in  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  &Security

and Co-cperation  in Europe (CSCE)  on the suh)ect of military doctrinen  could he a

uf4soEul  step. It is impartant that progress be made on a auention of qlohal

importance - t ha t  oP r e d u c i n g  armament3 - where such criteria might prove very

usclful.

In  hi.9  addFess to t h e  t h i r d  s p e c i a l  Aea.sion o f  the  Genera l  keaembly  d e v o t e d  t o

disarmament  Pcirrre Minis ter  Raj iv  Gandhi  of  India  out l ined the  overa l l  prospect8  for

qlobalizinq  processes that are under way in Europe. He then statsdl
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“Reductions must, of course, begin in area8 where the bulk of the world ‘e

conventional acme and forces are concentrated. However, other countries

should  a lso  jo in  the procese without mrch delay. This r equ i r e s  a  ba s i c

reetructurinq of armed forces to eerve defensive purposes only, Our objective

should he nothing less than a general reduction of conventional arms ICCoss

the globe to levels dictated by minimum needs of defence. The process would

reuuire  a  eubatantial r e d u c t i o n  i n  o f f e n s i v e  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t y ,  aa w e l l  a s

conf idence-bui ld ing  measures to  preclude  surpr ise  a t tacks . The United Nations

needs to evolve by conaenaus  a new strategy Qctrine  of non-provocative

defence. (A/S-lS/PV.14,  p .  la,

The Heads of State or Government of the non-aligned countries stressed at

their Conference at Belgrade that their Movement, based on the principle Of

ideological  p lura l ism,  rtands  for  efforts to estahlieh a mte atable and peaceful

world. They expressed their faith in the power of negotiations md co-operation

a n d  c a l l e d  fo r  a  r ea l i s t i c ,  f a r - s igh t ed  and  c r ea t ive  app roach  to  oontemporary

phenomena.

As was pointed out in the Finnieh-Soviet declaration, “New Thinking in

Action”, approved at the recent summit mee tin%,

“Nobody  should strengthen his eecurity  at the expense of others. Nor can any

use of  force  he jm tie ied by one mil i tary-pol i t ica l  a l l iance againot another  I

e i t h e r  i n s i d e  those  a l l i ances  o r  aga in s t  neu t r a l  ocuntriee,  f rom any  quarter

whatsoever. Jo in t  s ecu r i t y  ca l l s  f o r  the  d i sman t l i ng  o f  mi l i t a ry

cone rontation. w

We are ccnvinced  that  the obvious  and s ignif icant  s imilar i ty  of  views among

representatives of East, West, the Non-Aligned Movement ard neutral countries open8

UP real prOSP?Cta for  PrOgreSSiV@ and i r revers ible  proqrese  towards  a  world  without

wars and weapons.
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Proqreas towarda  such a world would he Escilitated  by the establishment Of a

network of cone idence- and security-buildinq  measures that would cover and pervade

al l  mil i tary activi  tiee, wi thout  except ion . Hence there is a need to turn from

individual  conf idence-hui ld inq measures ,  openneacs  and glasnost  to far-reaching

pol ic ies  of  cone idence-bui ld ing as  an  e lement  of  a  new secur i ty  mdel. I f

deterrence is  real ly necessary, let  deterrence based on nuclear and military force

qive way to deterrence through openness.

I t  ia o u r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t r e n d s  e v o l v i n g  i n  t o d a y ’ s  w o r l d  s i t u a t i o n ,

which have heen the subject of my statement, do  no t  siqnal  the  end of  history.

Rather , they mark the  beginning of  the  his tory  of  a  world  Eree Pram enmity  and

violence .

Mr. JANDL (Austria): My delegation’s statement today will deal. with one

speciEic  agenda item, namely, conventional disarrrulment.

On many OCCa8iOn8, in many statements and in many resolutions the

in t e rna t i ona l  commun i ty  ha s  riqhtly  s t a t ed  t ha t  nuc l ea r  disarnument  i s  of t h e

utmost  lmpcr tance and of  the  highest  pr ior i ty . Nuclear weapons have a character of

mass  des t ruct ion, a  f ea s ib i l i t y  o f  i n f l i c t i ng  t he  most  pa in fu l  ha rm and  dange r  on

t h e  World pop*llation  a n d  o n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e  capacity to a f f l i c t  and  change

t h e  qlobal  clim t e  i n  a  l e t h a l  m a n n e r . T h u s  i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h o s e

horrible weapons must he dealt with urgently.

However, w e  c a n n o t  uncoup le  nuc l ea r  d i s a rmamen t  f rom c o n v e n t i o n a l  d i s a r m a m e n t ,

s i n c e  h o t h  a r e  clorssly i n t e r r e l a t e d , Proqreas  in  the  field of  nuclear  disarmament

can help  to  create  a  clin’ete  conducive  to  convent ional -arms reduct ion . ‘IE t h e

nuclear threat  i s  decreased c o u n t r i e s  whose defence depends  to  a  ma jar extent  on

convent ional  forces  wi l l  not  Feel  ohliqed  to amass vast arsenals  of  those  weapons

t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  security1  h e n c e ,  convent ional  arsenals  wi l l  he  reduced. I f ,  o n  t h e
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other hand, aqreemnts  on conventional disar;7urrrent are achieved and implemented,

States  whose security relies on nuclear deterrence to match  possible conventional

attacks will no lonqer need to maintain their enormous nuclear stockpiles.

:~llClear  dinarmement is not feasible without conventional disarmament, and

convent ional-armn l imitat ion i s  not  workahle  wi thout  corre la t ive  s teps  in  the

nuc l ea r  f i e ld . My delegat ion  feeh that  that  interact ion should  he  looked a t  more

closely  in  a l l  mul t i la tera l  d isarmament  endeavoura . Concen  tra tion on only one 3 f

the aspects wll\ remain patchwork and will not lead to suhatantial  disarmament. We

are encouraged, however, by recerlt developrrrents  t o  l ook  a t  s ecu r i t y  and disarmSmIlt

i:iRues in a more comprehensive manner. I am oonvinced  that in the disarmament

process too we should Start to overcom  the thinking pattern that holds: One

reason, one effect.

Conventional disarmament efforts must, therefore, be an integral and essential

part of overall disarmament efforts. We have always taken the view that

disarmament is a step-by-step process through rJhich a glohal balance of armaments

should be established on as low a level as possihle.

The  costs for conventional weapons and forces are enormoua. They amount to

about 80 per  cent  of  g lobal  mi l i tary  expendi ture . Over the past four decadea some

17 mi l l ion  persons  have  been k i l led  hy that  type of  weapon.  Diareqardinq

convent ional  disarmament  would  therefore resul t  in  an  unreal is t ic  assessment of  the

disarmament  Picture because an essent ia l  par t  of the reauiremnts  for  in ternat ional

security would he neqlected.
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Attention should be directed not only towards the auantitative aspect Of

armaments, but also to the refinement of arms in the light of recent technological

advances. To overlook this qualitative aspect would result in the erosion of any

progress achieved in the field of quantitative arms limitation.

It is common knowledge that Europe is the continent with the highest density

of arms. Europe has for many years been trying to achieve disarmament on a

multilateral has is, through multilateral negotiations based on mu1 tilateral

efforts,  while taking into account the characteristic features of the region.

The process of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE)

started in 19721 the talks on mutual reduction of forces and armaments and

associated measures in Central Europe were ink tia ted in 1973. True, the latter

have ended - without a tangible outcome - earlier this year. But the CSCE process

has achieved, among other things, far-reaching results in the field of conventional

arms reduction.

The Vienna Final Document of 15 January 1989 p’ovided for a twofold set of

talks in the conventional area: in the negotiations on conventional forces in

Europe the 23 member States of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and

the Warsaw Treaty undertake to achieve IIy)re stability through an ecuilihrium of

conventional armaments on a lower level. The 35 States participating in the CSCE

are going to elaborate new mutually complementary confidence- and security-building

measures in a second range of negotiations. Both forums assumed their work in

Vienna in March this year.

One of the main goals of this process is a substantial reduction of the

military presence in Europe, leading to a new balance on lower levels of

armaments. The atmosphere between the member States of NATO and the Warsaw Pact at



BBS/ras A/C.l/44/PV.  22
47

(Mr. Jandl, Austr ia)

the negotiations on conventional forces in Europe (CFE) and the business-like

manner in which these negotiations are being conducted allow for a positive

assessment of the chances for a succet ;ful outcome. The commitment of both

alliances to the principles of military equilibrium  on the lowest possible level

corresponds to both general European and global security interests. Aus tr ia

WelCOIWs the fact that both alliances do not aim only at quantitatively  reducing

the offensive character of their respective military potential. The fundamental

Positive change in East-West relations gives rise to expectations that disarmament

diplomacy has now entered a new phase , a phase in which far-reaching results are

within reach.

In these talks, for the first time , agreement could be reached to work for the

elimination of conventional imbalances in the whole of Europe - from the Atlantic

to the Urals - in order to render impossible surprise attacks or large scale

of fen-s ive operations. After the dynamic start of these talks, the 23 COmtCieS

have already made considerable progress in the first six months of the

negotiations. With a lot of dedication, political will and the necessary

flexibility, a large area of common ground has heen  established, and there are good

prospects that a first CFE agreement. can be concluded next year.

Such a positive developnent is of essential importance not only for mili.tacy

stability in Europe but also, for the political future of the continent. Never

before have the conditions for successful disarmament in Europe heen so

favour able. Against the background of significantly improved East-West rela tiOnS

there is growing readiness to replace ideological and political differences by

common co-operative efforts.
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A few days ago, the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Soviet Unionr

Mr. Petrovsky,  said before this Committee that the international community has now

embarked on a process of de-ideologization and de-politization. My delegation iS

confident that this will lead to better concentration on the important tasks the

community of States has to fulfil , especially in the field of disarmament=

In East-West relations , substantially increased political confidence is about

to be established after decades of heightened mistrust. This should serve as the

basis for radical changes in approaching the mst crucial military-political

suestions. Early results of the CFE could create a new situation in Europe where

European co-operation in all fields will no longer be hindered by military

confrontation but will. give additional scope and incentives for further progress

also in other domains.

For Austria, a neutral country not participating in the CFE talks, the success

of these negotiations would also be of great importance to its national security

interests. My country is situated at the division line of the two military

alliances and the establishment of real balance and parity on a lower level in the

conventional field in Europe would have a direct and positive hearing on Austria's

security enititonmsnt.

Based on a positive assessment of the perspectives for a first CFE agreement,

my delegation believes that we should now start looking fucthec ahead. After the

realization of the most important aims of the first CFE stage, that is, reduced

equal limits in six arms categories, a radical restructuring of conventional forces

1
in B.top should he envisaged in order further to eliminate capacities for

offensive operations. There is no doubt that a common definition of generally

acceptable criteria for the non-offensive character of armed forces will be a very

complicated task. However, we note with satisfaction that general agreement Seems

tQ hC evolving amng the 23 States to work towards this aim.
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T h e  s e c o n d  s e t  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  in t he  a rea  o f  mi l i t a ry  secu r i ty  t ak ing  place

In the framework of  the CSCE: process  in  Vienna are  the  negot ia t iona  among  35  CSCE

countries on confidence- and secur i ty-bui lding measures  (CSBM). An essential task

af these  ta lks  would  be  t o  expand and fur ther  develop the  se t  of  CSBMs  agreed by

the Stockholm Conference in 1986 and, at the 1381118  t ime, to elaborate new provision8

on a comprehensive exchange of so-called static information and on constraining

meaeuree. In the view of my delegation, i t  is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  establist,ed

rela t ionship  between these  negot ia t ions  and the  CFE ta lks  are  wel l  taken in to

account in the course of the de1  ibera tions. FBth forums have their 8pecifiC

mandates bl?t  are, at the same time, of complementary character.

AE3 a first result of the CSRM negotiations, agreement could he reached on A

mandats  for  a  seminar  on mil i tary  doctr ines  to  he  held  next  January in  Vienna.  Ebr

ti;e first t i m e ,  t h e  3 5  CSCE S t a t e s  wou ld  d i s cus s  i n  an  o f f i c i a l  s e t t i ng  t he i r

m i l i t a r y  d o c t r i n e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  p o s t u r e ,  s t ructure  and activities  of  convent ional

forces. We believe that that seminar will  he another significant step towards

greater openness and confidence between East and West, My delegntion  expects that

the experience gained at the Fieminar  will. provida a u.ref ul hackground for the

future  deliberations of  the  Vienna talks.

My Lbvetnment is convinced that CSSBMR,  in any case, can play an extremely

valuahla  ro le  in  the  accompl ishment  of: in ter  na tianal underatanrltny,  mtltUa1

confidence and openness and, hence, in arms reduction efforts. That ia why we

think that the process achieved within the CSCE with reqnrd to thofw confidence-

and secur i ty-bui ld ing measures  might  a lso  he  of  in teres t  to  o ther  regions , An we

S&J ted earlier , Austria ia prepared to organ lze, in co-pera tion with the m i ted
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Nations, an interna tiannl Reminar on these issuen  for which it will also draw on

the exper iance of exparts from Ste t e s  perticipating  i n  t h e  CBCE! procesfl. Thio

seminar could take place in Vienna in the mprinq of 1991. CSBMa  md t h e i r

p r ac t i c a l  app l i cab i l i t y  in othar reqions  c o u l d  h e  discusned  at t ha t  gatharing cf

expe r t s  f rom a l l  t he  r eg ions  o f  t he  globe. The comparison of these CSBMR  to

relevsnt approaches  of other reqionfi where perhaps difEerer)t,  WndttionB  prevail

would he of major in terent  to UM all..

Uperienco  in the Elurop@an  context has proveci that there is a need, place and

chance  fo r  e f f ec t ive  mulitlateral  dieilcmament  undertakinga  i n  t h o  conventione~

Rphore. Conventionfil  disarmalwnt  i.rr a domein  i n  w h i c h  s t r e n g t h e n e d  murtilateral

efforts could yield significant results in the future. Hence, we f irmly believe

that. multilateral conventional ilrrnfl  reduction plhould  he dealt with nlore intensively

by the in torn& tional community mnd, in par titular , by the  rel.svant. *ited Nat ions

hodie.9, It in our hope that the United Nationa wil.1  take greater aLlvantage ot! ite

vast potenti.  in the conventional disarmament f ial.d.

The meeting rose at 12 noon.


