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In the aheence  of the Chairman, Mr. Fahmy  (Egypt), Vice-Chairman, took the

Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p .m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. PIRULSONGGRAM (Thailand); On behalf of the Thai delegation I would

like to take this opportunity to extend our felici~.atione  to Ambassador Taylhardat

of Venezuela on his election aa Chairman of the First Committee. We are confident

that under his able guidance, the Committee’s deliheratione an the VariOUS  itawes

before i t  wi l l  he  successful . He has my deleqation’e  full aupport and

co-operation. Our conqratulations  aleo go to the other members of the Bureau.

We now live in a period of unprecedented opportunities for peace. Many

obetaclsu  tha t  had  once  s tood in the way of  in ternat ional  unders tanding have given

way t o  dialoque  a n d  compromiee. The international community must work as one to

ensure that the remaininq  obstacles are pstmanently removed. We muat  make full. use

of the momentum towarda peace that exists today.

We have witneseed aignif icant and encouraginq  developments in the area of

disarmament. The entry  in to  force  of  the  Treaty  between the  Uni ted  State8 of

America and the Soviet Union on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and

Shorter-Range Missilsa - the INF Treaty - was  a  h i s to r i ca l  s t ep  in  t h e  r i g h t

direct ion. We look  fo rward  to  seeing r e a l  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n  i n  s t r a t e g i c

nuclear weapons. We are hopeful that the results of the recent meeting between the

United Sta tes  Secretary  of  Sta te  and the  Soviet  Foreign Minis ter  in  WyLlllrnq  wi l l  he

translated into concrete and positive actione in Geneva and in other forums.

My delegation also welcomes the succea8 of the March meeting between the

members of the North Atlantic Treaty OrganizaL’on  and the Warsaw Pact, which
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wa8 aimed at enhanciny  in ternat ional  etahility  at  a  lower  level  of convent ional

forces in Europe. We are aleo following the proqreee of the ongoing negotiations

on conventional armed forces very closely.

Within the parrt few months we have also witneeaed promising developments in

the area of chemical weapons. We were encouraged by the recent United States and

Sovie t  pronouncementr  of  t he i r  readinees  to  work  toward8  the ea r ly  ooncluaion of  a

comprehenmive  ban on chemical weapons. The January Paris Conference of StateA

Parties to the 1925 Geneva Protocol warn productive. I t  r e a f f i r m e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

commitment to the Geneva Protocol. I t  conc luded  w i th  a  c l e a r  meeeage  tha t  there  is

a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  aqqres~ively  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  e l i m i n a t e  chemioal

weapons from Earth. The 149 States  at the Paris Conference aleo reaffirmed their

EUPport fo r  the  Secre t a ry -Genera l  i n  ca r ry ing  out  hiu reeponeibility  of

inveet iqat ing a l leged viola t ione of  the Geneva Protocol .  My deleqat ion would  l ike

to take thie opportunity to congratulate the Government of France for havinq hoeted

the Conference.

We alffa wish to commend Australia for havinq recently hoeted  the firat ever

Government Xndurtry Conference againlat Chemical Weapona,  in Canberra. The

Conference was a t tended by representa t ives  of  66 countriee  ata wel l  aa by

reprenentatives  from the wcrld’m  chemical induetry. There  the  chemical  indust ry

declared ite Rupport  for an early conc&usion  and implementa t ion  of a chemical

weapons  convention. My delegation ahares this aenee  of urgency. We would like to

flee a  speedy  and  e f f ec t i ve  end  t o  the  use, p r o d u c t i o n , development and etockpilinq

of  chemical  weaponw.

In 1990 the Fourth Review Conference of Statea Parties to the

Non-Pro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty  w i l l  t ake  p l ace . I t  w i l l  h e  a n  oppcrtunity f o r  u8 t o

coneolidate  the  n o n - p r d l i f e r a t i o n  r&ime. Preparatory work for  thift impor tant

conference ie well under way. My Government look8 forward to working with other

Darties to  the Treaty at  the Conference.
.--



A/C.l/44/PV.21
4

(MC. Pibulsonqqram, Thailand)

The world would indeed ha a much more dangerous place without the

non-p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty , I t  ia c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

communi ty  to enwre  the cont inued viabi l i ty  of  the  non-prol i fera t ion rdgime.

An issue c lo se ly  r e l a t ed  t o  t ha t  o f  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on  ie t h e  n u c l e a r - t e e t

ban. The Treaty Bsnninq Nuclear-Weapon Teete in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and

Under Water entered into force back in October 1963. Tha t  pa r t i a l  nuc l ea r - t e s t -ban

Treaty wae eiqned  wi th  the  unders tanding tha t  the  par t ies  were  determined to

continue negotiation6  towards  the  d iscont inuance  of  a l l  tee t  explos ion8 of  nuclear

weapons for all time.

We have lived with the partial test-ban Treaty for 26 yeare now. My

d e l e q a t i a n  f u l l y  e u p p o r t e  t h e  qrawinq conaeneue t h a t  i t  i s  t i m e  fo r  t h e

international community to conclude a comprehensive teat-ban treaty. Negotiations*

on th ie  eubject ehould  focus  on achieving an effect ive  ban on a l l  nuclear  teats .

We fully aupport the convening of an amendment conference to convert the partial.

teRt-hen Treaty in to  a  compreheneive  nuclear  tea t -ban t reaty.  We look forward to

participating in the upcoming amendment conference.

Veri f ica t ion of  compliance ie a very impor tant  aspect of  any disarmament

aqreemen t. Effect ive verificatian  procedure6  he lp  bui ld  the  needed conf idence

amonq the parties concerned. They a lso  contr ibute  to  the  avoidance  of  poeeible

dangerous  aeymmetrical  eituationa. There is no doubt that the United Nations can

d o  this j o b ,  a n d  d o  i t  w e l l . Last  year  the in ternat ional  communi ty  reques ted  the

Secretary-General  to  s tudy in  depth  the  poseible  ro le  of the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in

v e r i f i c a t i o n . L e t  us not  ptocrastinate. My delegation supporta with no

re se rva t i on  the  es t ab l i shmen t  o f  a  un ive r sa l l y  app l i cab l e  ve r i f i c a t i on  eyetem u n d e r

the auspices of the United Natione.

The establishment of zones of peace in varioue regions of the world may indeed

complement our endeavours t:, achieve a 1aRtinq  peace through disarmament. When
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local  condition8  are appropr ia te  we bel ieve  that  such zone8 may help create

condi t ions  conducive  to  regional  co-opera t ion .

Thailand and the other members of the Aaaociation of South-X&et Asian Nationta

(MEAN) are working toward8  the  realiration  of  a  zone of p&ace, f reedom and

neu t r a l i t y  i n  Sou th -Eaa t  Aaia.
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Str ic t  adherence  to the purpoaee and pr inc ip le8  se t  forth in  the  Uni ted  Nationa

Charter by all State6  in  the reqion  would cer ta inly  move us  c loser  towards the

realisation  of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality. Needless to Bay, a viable

aone of peace, freedom and neutrality will aleo require an unambiguous assurance

from the major Powerr that  they wil l  forgo thei r  r ival r ies  wi thin  South-Eaet  Aaiaa

OUC Bucce81  in disarmament would indeed be elusive if we were to pay

ineufficient  attention  to  outer apace. The prevention Of cm armta race in Outer

apace if3 a n  impor tant  ques t ion of  universa l  concern. Let  us, together,  ensure  tha t

o u t e r  apace IA f o r  e v e r  preeerved  exclusively  f o r  p e a c e f u l  purpofJeA.

Back on planet  Ear th ,  a8 we s t r ive  to  protect  oureelver  f rom the  danger  of

modern weapone, we muat work together to protect oureelvee from another aerioue

man-made per il. This peril  may not explode with a deafening bang, but it ie

l e t h a l . It  comes in the form of hazardous wante. My delegation ehoree  the concern

Of the African and other Statar whose territoriee are being ueed as dumping gr,unde

for hazardous waate. A firm and unambiquoue international cltand on this matter is

of c r i t i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e .

Our ~uccesu in diearmament would aluo releaee aubetantial funde for the

economic development of all  countries,  partic!~larly  developing ones. I n  his

addrese  to the General Aenembly thi5  paet September, my Foreign Minieter  noted

t h a t :

11
. . l a Rmall reduct ion  in  the defence budgets  of  the  major  Powers in  the

armament  f i e l d  c a n n o t  possibly nu l l i f y  t he i r  m i l i t a ry  capab i l i t y  t o  de fend

themselves, But  the  retaourceo tha t  could  he  d iver ted  to  development  purposea

would help redress  economic imbalencee and mitigate some  of the causes Of

r eg iona l  conflicte.” (A/44/PV.13,  p .  6 8 )

General  and complete  d ioarmament  la a  di f f icul t  but  worthy goal for

humankind. It  in a qoal which  cannot  he  achieved wi thout  a  uni ted  and suetained
-..
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international effort. My delegat ion hopes  that  progress  in  b i la tera l  negot ia t ions

will  be complemented by progress in multilateral co-operation. We would 1 Ike to

see  the  Uni ted  Nations play an act ive  and decis ive  role  in  disarmament ,  which is a

mat ter  of cr i t ica l  impor tance  to  the ul t imate  survival  of  humankind.

Let  us  alAo keep a l ive  the  dream of  a world f ree  of conf l ic t  and the  scourge

of war. Let those powerful words  in the book of Ieaiah be our quidet

0 . . . t hey  sha l l  bea t  t he i r  swords i n t o  p l o w e h a r e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  spears in to

pruninq-hooks8 n a t i o n  ehall n o t  l i f t  u p  sword a q a i n e t  n a t i o n ,  n e i t h e r  s h a l l

they learn war any more.” ((Holy

Mr. SUYOI (Brunei Daruesalam) t On behalf of my delegation I extend my

congratulationu

iteelf

officers for

issue  of dirarmament has preoccupied many of UB, and for good reason. The

potent ia l  devas ta t ion  tha t  the  cont inued arms race could  br inq  to our planet  i s

s e l f - ev iden t , Because of  the  complexi ty  of  present-day in ternat ional  relat ions,  in

which interdependence is no longer Been au eini@ter  or a8 a eiqn of weaknees#

warfare  ie at  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  s u i c i d a l . As General Douglas MacArthur once saidx

“The  very  t r i umph  o f  ecientific  a n n i h i l a t i o n  haa de s t royed  t he  pos s ib i l i t y  Of

war being  a  medium of  pract ical  se t t lement  of  in ternat ional  di f ferences  .  .  .  I f

you lose  you are  annihi la ted. If  you win,  you stand only  to  lose . War

conta ins  the  qerms of  double  su ic ide . If we will not devise some greater and

more equitable eygtem, Armagqedon will be at our door.”

T h e  Work  of  t he  Firflt C o m m i t t e e  ie t he r e fo re  c ruc i a l  i n  ensu r ing  t ha t  f u r t he r

progress towards arms l imitation and diearmament continue. Both the United States
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and the Soviet Union have provided the badly needed political leadership in the

f ie ld  of  disarmament . The h is tor ic  agreement  tha t  culminated  in  the  conclus ion  and

realization  of the Treaty between the United States end  the USSR on the Elimination

Of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF Treaty - is an

example of such leadership. T h i s  i s  a  c l e a r  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of

awareness that a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought. We hope that,

fo l lowing the  INF Treaty, fur ther  agreement such as  in  the  present  s t ra  teqic  arms

reduction talks (START) on a 50 per cent reduction of strategic nuclear weapons -

can be reached.

In  welcoming the  present  climate of de’tente  that  character ises  the  re la t ions

between the two super-Powers, we do not need to be reminded that the road to

nucletsr disarmament  i s  s t i l l  long and winding. While we can herald the present

achievement  as a s ignif icant  indicat ion of  shared responsibility  to  save our planet

from the scourge of a nuclear war, we cannot afford to be complacent in the areas

i n  w h i c h  f u r t h e r  disarmanrent  e f fo r t s  are  recuired. The threat to humanity and the

danger  of  prol i fera t ion cont inue to be very real  indeed. I t  i s  wi th  a deep sense

of  concern that  we note ,  for  ins tance, t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  Trea ty  on  t he

Non-Proliferation  of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) has been acceded to by 141 countries,

several  nou-nuclear-weapon  Sta tes  have acquired the  capabi l i ty  to  produce nuclear

weapons. My delegat ion’s  concern arises  from the gr im poss ib i l i ty  tha t  th is  could

r e s u l t  i n  a  r eg iona l  nuc l ea r - a rms  r ace , a n d  i n  a  c o n f l i c t - r i d d e n  r e g i o n  may t r i gge r

a nuclear  war .

For smal l  countr ies  l ike  Brunei  Darussalam,  disarmament  is  not  a  game of

number s - a  few reduct ions  here  and a  few addi t ions  there. F o r  u s ,  i t  Is a  msttet

of aur vival . We cannot afford to oount  on assurances from the nuclear-weapon

States that nuclear weapons will  not be employed in times of conflict hecause  once

the weapons are used we will  no longer be around to tell  them that they have broken

thei r  promises .- -  .---.
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Our support for the establishment of zones of peace and nuclear-weapon-free

zones in various reqiona of the world, not least in South-East Asia, must be seen

i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t , and  i s  cons i s t en t  w i th  t he  e f fo r t  t o  p r even t  f u r t he r  p ro l i f e r a t i on

of nuclear weapons.

We therefore consider it important for the parties to the NPT to live up to

their Treaty commitments fully. We hope that the Review Conference scheduled fOK

1990 will further reaffirm the commitment to ensure  the non-proliferation of

nuclear weapons.

It is also with this in mind that Brunei Darussalam supports the convening of

a conference to  d iscuss  the  convers ion of  the  par t ia l  nuclear  tes t -ban Treaty  into

a treaty on a comprehensive ban. In our view, a comprehensive ban on all nuclear

testing would be another important step towards nuclear disarmament; and since

nuclear test ing i s  the  t r iqger  for  new technologies  and ref inement ,  i t  i s  only

logical to han nuclear tests if we do not want nuclear weapons to be continuallY

developed and produced.

The current focus of disarmament must not be solely on nuclear disarmament.

As mentioned in the October issue of Disarmament Newsletter, over 80 per cent Of

military expenditure is for conventional weapons and forces. The  e f f ec t s  o f  t he i r

build-up, in terms both of numbers and of the technology employed, on threat

perceptions, on resource allocations and the debt burden, demand that no effort

towards disarmament be spared. The announcement made by President

Mikhail  Gorbachev from the rostrum of the General Assembly last December that the

conventional forces of the USSR in Eastern Europe would be reduced by 500,000 men

within two years was indeed a welcome development as it has led to announcements of

s ign i f i c an t  f o r ce  r educ t i ons  e l s ewhe re . We believe that this would not only make

East-West relations more stable and reassuring but would also remove the threat of

conf l ic t  caused by wel l -armed standinq  forces.
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Another area about which my Government is seriously concerned is that of

chemical weapons. Despite the 1925 Geneva Protocol banning the use of chemical

weapons and the 1971 Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production

and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their

Destruction, chemical weapons continue to be used in regional conflicts. We do not

have to be reminded of the disastrous consequences of the use of chemical weapons.

Their scope is not confined in space or time , and their deleterious effects on the

balance c;f nature are irreversible. We feel that no effort should be spared to

strengthen the existing conventions.

Brunei Darussalam associates itself fuily with the outcome of the Paris

Conference, held last January, at which 149 States condemned the use of chemical

weapons, affirmed their commitment to refrain from using them, and urged the Geneva

Conference on Disarmament to speed up its negotiations on a comprehensive ban. In

this connection, we welcome President Bush’s proposal , announced in his address to

the General Assembly last month, that all United States chemical weapons be

destroyed within 10 years, once all nations capable of building chemical weapons

had signed a treaty totally banning them-

The precept that security is possible only through military build-up is no

longer valid. Today we are witnessing a new model of se-urity based On arms

reductions coupled with several confidence-building measures. A study undertaken

by the United Nations on the concept of confidence-building measures, which was

completed in 1981, recognizes that confidence-building measures of a military

character are of primary importance. But confidence should be promoted by the

removal of mistrust between nations. The sources of mistrust are to be found in a

comolex of historical experiences , as well as in geographical, strategic,

political, economic, social and other elements. These factors, according to the
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study, are related to perceptions of threat that constitute psychological causes Of

mistrust.

It iS for this reason that the constant theme in Brunei Darussalam's

foreign-policy statements has been the desirability of maintaining friendly

relations with countries in our region, as well as with those afar - relations

based on the principles of non-intervention , respect for the sovereignty,

independence and territorial integrity of Other States, and the non-use Of force or

the threat of force. We believe that these principles are important ingredients in

confidence-building measures in our relationships with Others. We believe also

that regional arrangements such as the arrangement between the countries of the

Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN)  contribute to the establishment of

a favourable climate for mutually beneficial co-operation and the maintenance Of

regional peace and security.

International peace and security is no longer something confined to the realm

of disarmament, although, in our view, the cause of peace will certainly be

advanced if complete disarmament is achieved. There are other threats to mankind

that, unless concerted and co-operative efforts are made, could spell danger Of

immense proportions. I speak, of course, of the threats caused by environmental

pollution, poverty, AIDS, and so on. In a world as interdependent as ours we

Cannot treat these as threats to others but not to ourselves.

In conclusion, I should like to auote from President John F. Kennedy's speech

at the American University, Washington, D.C., on 10 June 1963. He said:

"So, let us not be blind to our differences - hut let us also direct

attention to our common interests and to the means by which those differences

can be resolved. And if we cannot end now our differences, at least we can

help make the world safe for diversity. For, in the final analysis, our most

basic common link is that we all inhabit this small planet. We all



AWed A/C. 1/44/PV, 21
13

(Mr. Suyoi, Brunei Darueaalam)

breathe the aame air. We a l l  cher ish  our chi ldren’s  fu ture , And we are all

mortal.m

Mr. DJOUDI (Algeria) (interpretation from French): I  s h o u l d  l i k e ,  firat,

to eay how happy I am to see you, Sir, in the Chair of thie Committee today. One

CWInOt but  he  reminded  of your father , who pres ided  wi th  d is t inc t ion  over the Firs t

Committee many yeare  aqo.

The  A lge r i an  de l ega t i on  i s  e spec i a l l y  pleased  a t  the  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e

representa t ive  of  Venezuela  to  the chairmanship  of the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  a t  this

eeasion. His skills as a man 

great  competence in  mat ters  pertaining 

will anable  him to out his exacting task and are for us all  the best

aucceA8 To my sincere congratulations I add the assurance
.

of t h e  support  and co-operat ion of  my delegat ion,

The particularly serene atmosphere that prevailed during the General

Aseemhly*a qene ra l  deba t e , as well  a&i in  the work of the Specia l  Pol i t ica l

Committee, i s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d  in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relationeO

T o d a y ,  i n t e rna t i ona l  r e l a t i ons  a r e  characterized  l e s s  and  l e s s  by  con f ron t a t i on  a8

the international community realizes anew the value of dialogue, harmony and

neqotiation. Today, in many regions of the world, the logic of power ie in  re t reat

and confidence is extending proqressively to new areas. The numerous hot-bed8 Of

tension about which the General Assembly used to have to concern itself are

becoming relatively calm or, b e t t e r ,  are  n o w  s u b j e c t  t o  a  p r o c e s s  o f  n e g o t i a t e d

regulat ion in  which our  Organisat ion is  sys temat ical ly  involved.

The pos i t ive  c l imate  that  now pervades  in ternat ional  re la t ions  presents  a  rate

oppor tuni ty  for  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  to  promote  mul t i la tera l i sm s t i l l  more

v igo rous ly  and,  in  pa r t i cu l a r , to  promote  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  au  an  i r replaceable
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framework for dialogue, deliberation and decision-making on the numerous propooale

designed to lead to peace, security and disarmament.

The es tabl ishment  of  th is  new cl imate  i s  la rgely  due  to  the  rapprochement  in

American-Soviet  re la t ione in  recent  yeare. For all of ue, the most obvioue

illustration of third was undoubtedly the solemn signing, followed by the

implementation, of the Treaty between the United Statee of America and the Union of

Soviet Socialiet  Republics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and

Shorter-Range Miasilee  - the INF Treaty - b e c a u s e ,  l e t  it b e  arid y e t  wain, i n  t h e

sphere of security and disarmament the prevention of a nuclear catastrophe 16 the

moat ser ious  chal lenge confront ing mankind. I t  is  our moat urgent,  moet  exact ing

task,  and no tac t ica l  considera t ion must  be  a l lowed to  d iver t  us  f rom thie primary

purpose.

We do not mean to diminish the importance of other aepecta of disarmament if

we emphasise that, so long as the threat of nuclear apocalypse pereiete,  efforts

r e l a t i n g  t o  o t h e r  w e a p o n  aystemr wi l l  r ema in  r e l a t i ve ,  r ega rd l e s s  of  t h e i r

i n t r i n s i c  m e r i t . Today, no one can doubt that, because  of  the i r  potent ia l  for

to ta l  des t ruct ion  and the  qual i ta t ive  development  tha t  they are constant ly

undergoing, nuclear  weapona cons t i tu te  the  most  tarrifying, most  immediate  threat

of  the  ext inct ion of  mankind.

We have already hr,d occasion to emphasize that among the undeniable merits of

the INF Treaty, which was signed two years ago, the psychological impact was

cer ta inly  the  most  signif icant, because  t he  T rea ty  was  t he  f i r s t  au then t i c

disarmament agreement. Of  cou r se  I t  app l i ee  on ly  t o  an  i n f in i t e ly  emall  pa r t  o f

the nuclear arsenals of the two super-Powers, and of course the disarmament

contemplated  applies to only one part of the globe. But we are beginning to hope
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t h a t  this firat rtep w i l l  l e a d  t o  other8  t h a t  w i l l  oontribute  ntill  f u r t h e r  t o

attainment of the common goal of! the reduotion and then the elimination of the

nuclear threat.
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To be sure, the dialoque ie continuing and one initiative follow8 another, but

et111 without the decieive  breakthrough that would make it poaeib1.e  to eay that the

process of nuclear diearmament ie today irreversible.  Of oourae, we welcome the

resumption, on a flare promising  basis, of  t h e  S o v i e t - U n i t e d  States  negotirtione

with a view to a 50 per cent rduotion of their otrategic  nuclear weapona, but we

arQ al60 o b l i g e d  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  n u c l e a r  Powera  will atill retain capabilities

qu i t e  su f f i c i en t  t o  ann ih i l a t e  a l l  l i f e  on Ear th .  More  eer iouta  s t i l l ,  t h e

armament33  race ie being conducted at unprecedented levels and day by day it ie

being directed towards ever more aophieticated  eyeteme  of total deetruction,

mortgaging any progreee made auantitatively  in nuclear diearmament.

This dangerour BriPt ie one which the General Aseemhly  hao noted every year

for more than a quarter of a century when i t  has placed the pursuit  of nuclear

teisting at. the very heart of the arms raoe. w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c e e e a t i o n  o f  teat

exploeione  ie likely to put a check on the perfecting of nuclear weapons and

the reby  p r even t  ho r i zon t a l  p ro l i f e r a t i on . That ie to eay that a generalised

prohibi t ion  of  a l l  nuclear  teete by al l  States in al l  epheree  muet remain our

primary object ive . By reason o f  i t s  u n i v e r s a l i t y  t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  t h e

s i m p l e s t ,  b u t  a1Ro t h e  moRt  rrrdical, answer  to  the  highly  controvereial  auestion of

ver i f ica t ion,  which today hae been larqely out -d is tanced by the  progress  made in

8eiEmic surveillance  technology,

The Conference on Diearmament, to which the multilateral negotiation of a

l ega l  inrtrumant  i n  this f i e ld  was  entrusted  more  t h a n  1 0  yeara ago ,  hafl n o t  80 far

made  the  a l ighteet  progrees  unleaa  perhaps  wi th  regard to  the  terms of  reference

of the subsidiary body needed for the thorough examination of all aspects of a

t reaty  banning al l  nuclear tests. Must we any longer allow the perveraion of the

confaensua  ru le  tha t  now prevails in tha t  Conference  to  prevent  the  funct ioning of
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country whose hated regime ha8 been outlawed by the international community. The

apartheid State is continuing to bear down on whole regions of our continent with

the terrible threat of the weapon of aheolute dentruction.

In  the  Middle  Eaet ,  a regime which enjoys a gui l ty  s i lence  ie developing,  wi th

tota l  immuni ty  and eubject  to  no in ternat ional  contro l ,  nuclear  capabilitiee  in

order to ensure,  by blackmail and terror, i ts domination of the whole region.

Should we be surprieed that South Africa and Israel, to name theee countries,

established  some time ago clome  co-operation in the development of nuclear weapon8

and remain deaf to the numerous warninge of the international community? The

nuclear ambitiona of theae two rdgimea pose the problem of disarmament in its moat

elementary form:  i t  i s  c lear  indeed that  peace baaed upon the might  of  weapona and

on denial of the righta of peoples carriee within i t  the ferment Of confrontatian

and conflagrat ion.

A t  t he  beginninq  o f  t h i s  year , in  Parie, the  in ternat ional  communi ty  found

rare  unanimity  in  qiving  a new p0litical  impetue  to  mul t i la tera l  negotiationa  on

chemical weapons, Thus the Conference on Disarmament recorded real progreee in the

elaboration  of a global and univerael convention aimed at banning the production,

stockpiling and use of chemical weapons. Alger ia ,  which  pa r t i c i pa t ed  ac t i ve ly  i n

this under taking, reaffirms here i t s  f a i t h  i n  t h i a  g l o h a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t0

chemical diearmament. We have always been convinced that thie undertaking could

not validly be reduced to the truncated framework of a simple non-proliferation

t r e a t y ,

First, such an instrument would not have aolved in any way the crucial problem

of the gigantic arsenals of chemical weapons poRaeReed by certain Poweru. Fu r the r ,

i t  w o u l d  have  c rea t ed  ba r r i e r s  which a re  ae a r t i f i c i a l  BA they  a re  d i sc r imina to ry

and, for the developing countries, it would have made even more uncertain the
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that body? In any event ,  i t  i s  to  meet the  juetified  fruetration of the

international community, faced wi th  the  condemnat ion of  the  single mul t i la tera l

nego t i a t i ng  body  t o  i ne r t i a , that the propoeal harr been made by certain developing

COUnttiea for the convening of a conference in 1990 of the State8  Partiee to the

Moecow Treaty to  extend i t s  appl ica t ion  to underground nuclear  teete. At t h i s

8tage we can merely reaffirm that we cannot aupport the so-called progreesive

approach aimed at the gradual reduction of the power of underground taets becauee

in the laut analyair it  would only reeult  in a perpetuation of the nuclear-acme

race through ite regula t ion.

W e  B e e  thiar came dangeroue dr i f t  i n  the  eve r - inc rea s ing  t h r ea t  of  the

extension  of the arma raoe to outer apace. The protec t ive  legal  6y8tem 8et up more

than 20 years ago by the outer space Treaty la becoming increaeingly ineffeotive  in

the face of the challenger posed by the dizzying progreee of science and Space

technology.

Need we reaffirm here our shared determination to protect thie common heritage

of  mankind f rom mili tary rivalries  and to  se t  up  the  neceseary  condi t ions  fo r  the

prOmOtiOn  of  ita peace fu l  ufie fo r  the  benef i t  of  a l l  people8  on Ear th?  Aa we

expect  new provieionfl  to  supplement  and strengthen the  legal  regime of  outer  epace

W@ a p p e a l  t o  t h e  BenBe  o f  responeibility  o f  t he  Power8 tha t  have  apace t e chno logy

to show restraint in the development and manufacture of anti-eatellita wcpona.

More than 2S yeara aqo, t he  Af r i can  Head of  S t a t e ,  mee t ing  a t  t he i r  firet

Rummit  in  Addle  Ababa to  ea tabl ieh  the  Orqanizat ion of African Unity (OAU),

declared unanimously that our continent should be a nuclear-free zone. Today, when

rluclear diearmament is more than ever on the agenda, the implementation of this

i l lus t ra t ion of  Afr ican w$adom  remains  b locked by the  nuclear  ambi t ions  of a
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transfer of the technology and international co-operation neceeeary for the

development of their chemical induetriee for peaceful purpo6eB.  Here we are

pleared  that the Government-Induotry Conferenoe againet Chemical Weapon8 which ha8

just taken place in Canberra, Auetralia, hae confirmed thim global approach and hae

called for an acceleration of the negotiations  within the Conference on Diaarmament

for the conclusion, as Boon aa poeeible,  of a convention for the complete

prohibition of chemical weapona.

Need We emphaeize that the Group of 21, of which Algeria 18 a member in the

Conference on Diearmamrnt ie fully aware that the year 1990 will be crucial for the

achievement of this goal? At these negotiation8 we ehall  continue to demonetrate

politioal  w i l l  a n d  a  constructive  blpirit, bu t  aleo s teadfaatneee in our pos i t ion

with teepeat  to the globalization  of the work on chemical diearmament  to which we

are  a l l  a t t a ched .

I t  i s  this @ame  poeitive  epirit w h i c h  hae caueed UB t o  a p p r e c i a t e ,  q u i t e

appropr lately, the reeumption at Vienna of the negotiation8 on the reduction Of

conventional weapone  and force8 in Europe, We  a re  pa r t i cu l a r ly  sensitive  t o  thie

because it is in our immediate neighbcurhood, in other wordm  the northern seaboard

of the Mediterranean, and in Europe that the etronqeet  concentration of armed

force8 in to be found and this region ia atill faced with the real  risk of B

con f l ag ra t ion .

The debate in the Firet Committee hae shown the virtually unanimoue will of

the  de leqat ione  present  here to etrengthen and develop the  positive  t rend which  ia

b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a k e  ahape i n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  f i e l d  o f  interr,ational r e l a t i ons ,  namely

disarmament. This  commitment is aseureclly  our6 a8 well. B u t  progress  80 f a r  i n
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the search for new world equilibriuma  that would be more sure and more @table

should not obscure the anachroniame and the flagrant injusticea in that other vital

f ie ld,  in ternat ional  economic relatione. Dcee the  rtate of  underdevelopment  in

which the majority of the peoples of the world live not conetitute  juet a6 obvioue

and per i lous  a ohal lenge  to  the in ternat ional  communi ty?  In it not a fact  that

today famine, ignorance and direaee continue to kil l  more people than war itself?

In theee precincts two years ago we unanimourly recognized  the organic l ink

between there two formidable challenger facing humanity - diearmament  and

development , Qenu ine peaoe , to  which we a l l  aspi re , cannot be divorced from

development and oannot be reaonciled with the fact that each year colossal  NM,

equal  to  the to ta l  debt  of  the  th i rd  world,  are awallowed  up  in a  race for  military

super ior i ty ,  A race  tha t  ie as  va in  aa i t  la euicidal.
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We believe that the allocation of part of the resource8 freed by disarmament for

development of the leaat developed countries would contribute decisively  to the

emergence of a more peaceful, more-united world.

I t  was  prec i s e ly  in  react ion  t o  t he  i nev i t ab i l i t y  o f  con f ron t a t i on  i n  a

bipolar world that the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries was created nearly

30 yeare ago. Because from ita incept ion  i t  was on guard againat the  danger8

flowing from the logic of power, t he  app rop r i a t enes s  o f  i t e  o r i g ina l  choices  ha8

today been conf i rmed by the  change8 taking place  in  in ternat ional  re la t ions .

Meeting a few weeka ago in  Belgrade,  the  c i ty  of  i t s  b i r th ,  a t  summit  level ,  the

Movement reaffirmed that disarmament remained one of the principal elements of its

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,

“ae the  moat  tangible  form of  negat ion of  mil i tary  might  and the  use of force

i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s . ”  ( A / 4 4 / 5 5 1 ,  P, 2 1 )

It is m o r e  t h a n  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  riqht, i t  ia t h e  d u t y  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s

aalutary task tha t  the  non-a l igned countr ies  wish  to  promote ,  becauah  general  and

Complete disarmament cannot be achieved without the participation of all

c o u n t r i e s . We are  convinced tha t  i t  i s  not  admieeible  for a minori ty  of  Statea,

simply because they poeeeee  nuclear weapons, to continue to  impose  the i r  poin t  of

view.

While  we readi ly  acknowledge the  meri ts  and ueefulness  of  the  bi la tera l

approach to disarmament, we firmly helieve that it  can only complement and

f a c i l i t a t e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  action1 i t  c a n n o t  marginalize  i t ,  m u c h  l e s s  r e p l a c e  i t .

Indeed, we have reached the stage where interdependence in this field if! an

incontrover t ib le  rea l i ty  and we must l ihera te  the  formidable  potent ia l  of

eye t ema t i c  app l i ca t i on  o f  mul.tilatecalism,
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That  is  why we cal l  for  the reinstatement of  mul t i la tera l  ac t ion ae the

outcome of  the col lec t ive  wi l l ,  and bel ieve  tha t  the ro le  of  the  Uni ted  Nation6  in

the field of diaarmament should be more vigorous and imaginative.

In this context, the Final Document adopted by consensus in 1978 at the first

spec I al seeeion  of the General Aasembly devoted to diaarmament continues to be our

guide and our frame of reference. Of course, t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

community have not been achieved. The sole  mul t i la tera l  negot ia t ing body,  the

Conference on Disarmament, continues to be prevented, by artificially created

procedural  obataclee , from carrying out  a  thorough analysia  of prior i ty  questiona,

namely,  those  re la t ing to  nuclear  disarmament. But our determination is unshaken,

for we are convinced that the survival of mankind depends upon serious and

p r o d u c t i v e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  neqotiatione  w i t h  the  f i na l  ob j ec t i ve  o f  gene ra l  and

complete  d iearmamant  under  ef fect ive  in ternat ional  control .

We hope that the work of the Committee will  be reaolutely guided in this

direction and that our efforts will demonstrate our commitment to the common queet

for a more secure,  just and humane world.

Mr.  KRAMSY  (Lao People,,?  Democrat ic  Republ ic)  ( in terpre ta t ion f rom

French) t Since I am addressing the Committee for the firat time, I wish, on behalf

o f  my d e l e g a t i o n ,  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t h e  repreeentative  of  Venezuela  o n  h i s  e l e c t i o n

to  the chairmanehip  of thiff important  body and to  congratula te  a lso  the other

officers of the Committee.

I take this opportunity to aesociate  myself with preceding speakers in

expressing profound sympathy to the delegation of the United States of America

concerning the  v io lent  ear thquake in  Lhe San Francisco area ,  and to  the  delegat ione

of the People’s Republic. of China, the Socialist  Republic of Viet Nam, the
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Philippines and Algeria regarding the loss of human life and the material damage

caused by the natural disasters that have just struck their respective countries.

The debate on disarmament item in the First Committee is taking place this

year in an auspicious atmosphere, judging by the statements so far made by

representatives of the main Powers possessing weapons of mass destruction.

The climate of distrust and confrontation of the cold-war period that followed

the Second World War and the fear of a nuclear holocaust that because of the

unbridled arms race has haunted our peoples have for some time now been steadily

giving way to efforts to achieve mutual understanding, detente and constructive

dialogue with a view to concerted action to resolve the most crucial problems of

internatio..al  peace and security , among which disarmament has the highest priority.

The improvement of the political climate in East-West relations, particularly

relations between the two big Powers - the Soviet Union and the United States Of

America - made possible the successful conclusion in December 1987 of the Treaty on

the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF Treaty.

The subsequent ratification of the Treaty and the success of its implementation are

evidence of the strong political will and determination of the two parties

concerned. The international community has good reason to be pleased, although the

reductions planned and carried out represent only a tiny portion of the nuclear

weapons that the two Powers and their respective military alliances Still possess.

The signing of the INF Treaty was undoubtedly a milestone in the process of

general and complete disarmament. Its complete implementation by the two parties

would constitute an initial, very important step towards the overall reduction Of

nuclear weapons and a very significant example that would permit us to take an

optimistic view of work in other fields of disarmament, whether bilateral, regional
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or multilateral. However, we must recognize that these are arduous and complex

undertakings that require the perseverance and combined efforts of the States

directly concerned and of the entire international community. We hope that the

common aspirations of peoples to live in a non-violent world, free of nuclear

weapons, will not be betrayed.

It is in this context that we hope that the resumed bilateral negotiations in

Geneva between the two major Powers on a 50 per cent reduction of their strategic

offensive weapons will have conclusive results in the very near future; that the

Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation Of

Nuclear Weapons, which is to be held in Geneva in August of next year, will lead to

an international consensus on effective means of preventing such a proliferation;

that a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty will be concluded as soon as possible

pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 43/63 A and B and 43/64, in order to

complete the partial test-ban Treaty of 1963; and, lastly, that the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization (NATO) and Warsaw Pact negotiators will soon find common ground

in their talks in Vienna on reductions in their armed forces and conventional

armaments in Europe, on which proposals and counter proposals were made at the

beginning of this year.
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1989 la indeed the year moat conducive to disarmament. The Parir Conference

on the prohibition of chemical weapons held in January was the moat.  eloquent and

unanimoua affirmation by the international community of the urgent need to conclude

a convention prohibiting the development,  production, etockpiling,  acquiei  t ion,

transfer and use of chemical weapons, a s  w e l l  a s  o n  t h e i r  d e s t r u c t i o n . The

convention should complement already existing texts - the 1925 Geneva Protocol on

chemical weapons and the 1972 Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,

Production and Stockpiling  of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapone  and on

T h e f t  Destruction. Special mention should aleo be made of the initiative of the

Auetra l ian Government ,  which recent ly  organized  in  Cafiherra a  conference that

brought  toqether  for  the  Eiret t ime a  large number  of  repreeentativee  of

Governmente and of the international chemical indlrfftry,  and aimed at making them

more aware of the horrors that could refiult  from the use of those weapona and at

o b t a i n i n g  t h e  b r o a d e s t  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s e n s u s  o n  t h e i r  t o t a l  p r o h i b i t i o n .

In the view of my deleqation, the joint Soviet-American memorandum and

declaration of 23 September 1989, which resulted from the ministerial meeting in

Wyominq,  constitute by far the most encouraging disarmament documents of the yeart

because  they are a commitment by the two most militarily powerful States  in the

world, They a lso  cover  a  vast  range of  areas  and pinpoint  the  most  essential  tasks

tn the  f i e l d  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  verification.

The international community undoubtedly has grounds for satisfaction  in the

encouraging developments  tha t  I have  jus t  out l ined. B u t  disarmament,  i n  o r d e r  t o

be total and complete, remains an extremely complex task and one of long durationb

In  o rde r  t o  ach i eve  i t , a large number of obstacles mu&t be overcome, first among

which i s  the  di f ferent  way in  which Sta tes  perceive thuir  nat ional  8eCUPitY. For
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some, secur i ty  res ts  on the danqeroue concept  of  nuclear  de ter rence ,  whi le  for

others , including my country, the concept of eecurity in t.tre  nuclear and apace age

can only be viewed in a global context and ehould apply equally to all  States and

p9Oph6 of  the  wor ld ,  rsgarAleee of  their uize, their  level  of  development ,  or

t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l , eocial  and economic system. I t  ie i n  t ha t  con t ex t  t ha t  my

delegat ion coneiders  any programme for  the  exploi ta t ion of  outer  apace for  mili tary

purposee by any State a8 morally incompatible with effortr now under way for arms

reduction and diearmament for the well-being of mankind.

I t  i s  a l so  u se fu l  t o  note  t ha t  t he  ma in t enance  o f  mi l i t a ry  baBea, the

establiehment  of arms and munition8 atockpilea, and the conducting of periodia

mil i tary manoeuvres  by Borne  Powers  out r ide  the i r  own ter r i tory  s t i l l  conlstitute  a

constant  threat  to  the  secur i ty  and atability  of  the  region whets,  they exiet or

where they are  carr ied out,  and a l l  tend to  foster  auepic ion among State6  and t0

encouraqe t h e  arms r a c e  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l , to  the  de t r iment  of  the  poores t

developing countries. They should  therefore al l  be  prohibi ted  by the  in ternat ional

commun  i ty , fla should  nuclear  teats and al l  o ther  forma of  the  arm8 race.

Negot ia t ions  on both  nuclear  and convent ional  d iearmament  a t  d i f ferent

level8 - b i l a t e r a l , r eg iona l  and  mu l t i l a t e r a l  - need ocrually strong encouragement

and support from the international community. In that undertaking, we must

recognize  that the United Nationa alwaye playa a primary role, one which should  be

streng thenad, e spec i a l l y  i n  t he  co -o rd ina t i on  o f  d i f f e r en t  efforta towards  t he

development  and f inal  conclueion  of accorda, aa w e l l  a u  t o  ensure  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e

implementetion.  My coun:ry , the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, highly

appreciatet,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  e f f o r t s  o f  o u r  Organization  i n  t h a t  f i e l d  a n d  w i l l

epare no effort to make its own modent contribution.



JR/0 A/C, 1/44/PV.  21
20

Mr, BYKOV (Bulgaria) 8 With the implementation of the Treaty on the

Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Mieailee  - INF Treaty - we have

Witnessed real  etepe toward8 disarmament for  the  f i rs t  t ime in  human his tory.  A

eubetantive  dialogue la under way between the Soviet Union and the United Stateia  On

deep cute in their Rtrrtegic offeneive weapon8  and between the two major political

a l l iance8 on the reduct ion of  the i r  convent ional  forcee . The prospect8  for the

elimination of chemical weapons look better than ever. Ver i f i c a t i on  i s  no  l onge r  a

theore t ica l  exercise but a pract ical  e lement  of  the  disarmament  process. A number

of countriee  have under taken fiignificant  uni la tera l  s teps  to  reduce  their  armed

force r . All this hata given rise to  the  feel ing that  the work! i s  on  the  threehold

Of major change6  in the field of arms control and dirarmament,

At the same  time we cannot help noticing that progress in that field, whicn

haa been eubetantial by existing standarde, hae been l imi ted mainly  to  b i la tera l

meaeures  a n d  agreement@. The changes in international relation8 have been Elow  to

tranelate  themselvee into a auieker pace for multilateral disarmament

neqotiations. We are atill waiting for the major breakthrough in that area to

materielize.

The Conference on Diearmament ha8 made  qreat effort8 and hae some visible

achievementff  in cer ta in  f ie lds ,  such BB in  chemical  weapons . However, it has been

unable adequately to address and to make progress on euch ieeuee  of qrcjat concern

to the international community ae the ceaeation  of the nuclear arms race and

nuclear  disarmament ,  a nuclear- tes t  ban, the prevention of an arms race in outer

space,  and negat ive secur i ty  assurances . These are phenomena that require the

in ternat ional  communi ty  to  redouble  lea effor ts  for  the  solut ion of  out ta tanding

probleme. Given the present  favourable  in ternat ional  c l imate ,  that  ie an objective

that can be attained.
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Today I would like to speak on two of thoee outstanding prohlema. One of them

110  f a m i l i a r , since  i t  hae  been on and off  our agenda for  eeveral  yeara now. I t

concerna naval arms and diearmament, The other ie a comparatively new one, but in

the  present  timee  of  change,  in  our  view, i t  r e q u i r e s  our  a t tent ion .  I  am

referring to  the oonvereion of  mil i tary  resourceI  to  c iv i l ian  purpoeee .

Ae my delegation pointed out in our previous  etatement in the Firat Committee,

the del ibera te  exclueion  of cer ta in  f ie lds  of  disarmament  f rom internat ional

dia logue 18 unacceptable . In our view, naval dinarmament  16 an example of that.

The curbing of the naval arm8 race, the  l imi ta t ion  and reduct ion  of naval

armamente, and the exteneion of confidence-building measures to aeae and ooeane  ie

imperative if we want the etepe in the other diearmament fields to inepire truut.

The inclusion of that item in the agendaa of the General Aesembly  and the

Diearmament Commieeion  reflectdl the growing concern that the further build-up and

inteneification  of naval  activitiee  endanger in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty ,

torpedoee etahi l i ty  on a  regional  and global  scale, and may lead to the escalation

and widening of exifiting  oonflicte.

That concern aleo derive8  from the fact that the high seaa and oceans are

being increaainqly transformed into a major arena of the nuclear arms race.

Intensi f ied naval  act iv i t ies  in  varioue parts of  the  world  and the  ambigui t ies

eurrounding the  preeence  of  nuclear  arme  aboard naval  ehipe  and submarine8 are

fraught with the danger of provoking incidents of unpredictable coneequencee.

We therefore welcome the position of the Soviet Union in favour of adopting,

together  wi th  the  o ther  nuclear-weapon Sta tes ,  the  pract ice  of providing

information on the preeence or absence of nuclear weapona  aboard naval veesels

entering foreign porte. ,  The development ,  o n  a  m u l t i l a t e r a l  baeie, o f  t e c h n i c a l

meane of verifying the presence of nuclear weapons on board ehips  will ,  in our

opinion,  be  ext remely  helpful  in  reeolving the  exieting  ambigui t ies .



EF/9 A/C,1/44/PV,21
31

(Mr. Bykov, Bulgaria)

My country ie of the view that if the Soviet Union and the United Statee, aa

well aa the Warsaw Treaty and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,  were to agree

t o  a s s i g n  a  s t r i c t l y  d e f e n s i v e  c h a r a c t e r  t o  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  doctrinee,  and i f  t h e

two sidee  accepted as the basis for their relationn  the concept of mutual raecurity

at  the loweat poeeible  level ,  they  could , ae a  firet s t e p ,  e l i m i n a t e  c e r t a i n  type6

of  naval  armaments  and l imit  cer ta in  naval  act iv i t iee  involving nuclear  weapone.

This would aleo make it poesible  to impart a more balanced compoeition  to the naval

forces,  a8 well  a8 to  demilitarize  cer ta in  sea and ocean areae,

The regional and subreqional approaches are of major importance for the

etrengthening  of peace  and the  prevent ion of  conf l ic t  a i tua t ione . I n h e r e n t  i n  this

approach could be measures aimed, for example, a t  r educ ing  nava l  a c t i v i t i e e  i n  t he

Pacific, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  the  pa t ro l  a reas  o f  nava l  veseels w i t h  n u c l e a r

weapons on board. Agreement could aleo be reached to reduce and eubeequently to

p roh ib i t  an t i - auhmar ine  war fa re  in  ce r t a in  ocean0 and  eea a r eae ,  t o  l im i t  t he

number, male and  scope o f  nava l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t he  Ind i an  Ocean of  any  non - l i t t o r a l

State ,  to  withdraw foreign naval  forcea from the  Medi terranean,  and 80 on .

Eaually  impor tant  i s  the ques t ion  of  ensur ing  the  eecurity  of  mari t ime

communicat ione  by conf idence-bui ld ing measures  of  a  pol i t ical ,  legal  and mil i tary

and technical  nature . In our view, t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  of  such  secu r i t y  guarantee8  for

the  Pac i f i c ,  At lant ic  and  Ind ian  Oceans  a s  we l l  au  fo r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Rtraite should

b e  t h e  s u b j e c t - m a t t e r  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

Many Member States believe that the time has come to initiate conetructive

consideration  of the question of extending confidence-building measures to 8eaB and

oceans, These  could  encompass, for  example8 prir-r n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  8ea exercieehl;

transfer6 of naval  forcea and manoeuvres; invi ta t ion of  observeret res t r ic t ions  on

the  c ru i s ing  and  pa t ro l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  nava l  formation81  l im i t a t i on  o f  t he  s ca l e ,
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acope and  Intensity of  nava l  exercieaR, including amphibioua forceal prohihition of

exe rc i s e s  or  manoeuvreu  i n  interna-;ional  straits and  adjaoent regionel  and  80 o n .

In our view,  these  ideas are eepecially  per t inent  to  the  seaa eurrounding Europe,

where the concentration of naval forces la extremely high,

Meaeuree to combat terrorism and piracy on the high Beas could aleo be worked

out .

We f ind equal ly  in tereet ing the  idea  of  e laborat ing a mult i la tera l  agreement

t o  p r e v e n t  incident8  a t  Bea, which ehould preeent  no difficulty whatever, given the

exietance  of  the  bi la tera l  aqreements  in  force  between come of the  major naval

Powere.

All the qoposale  made so far, a8 well aa any future idea@, could be diecuetaed

at  epecial coneultations  wi th  the  participation  of  al l  States concerned and,  above

a l l ,  t he  ma jo r  nava l  Powerr. We coneider  euch consultations a proper forum for

coneidering  problems of mutual concern and exchanging viewe  on the principles of

naval diaarmamsnt and also the mechaniema, scope and objectiveta of the rerpective

future negot ia t ions .

The impor tant  reeul ta  achieved 80 far in real  diearmament  and the  pract ica l

oppor tuni t ies  emerging in  this area give significance to  the  nat ional  and

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  awpectf!  of  the  convers ion  of  mil i tary  capab i l i t i s e .  In  the  moat

general terme, conversion could here be defined a8 a gradual procere under which

changes are implemented in the dietribution  ratloB  of manpower, financial and

mate r i a l  reaourcen of  t he  c iv i l i an  and  mi l i t a ry  sectore. Conversion could be

viewed a8 a natural and logical continuation and development of the proceee  of arms

reduction and elimination.

Some CounLriee  have already etarted work on the iesue. Last December,

President Gorbachev announced at the IJnited Nations the Soviet Union’8 intention to

develop and present  i t s  na t ional  convers ion p lan  to  the  wor ld  Organization. We are
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alao aware of  the  Phi l ippine6 in i t ia t ive  put  forward at the  th i rd  rpeoial eeeeion

of the Qeneral  Aeeembly devoted to diearmament. Our information ie that the iseue

hao been  debated in the United State8 Congreer. Other countriee are altao dealing

with the  mat ter . Judging by the  debate  80 Par  in  th i r  Commit tee ,  there ie

rrufficisnt intereat among delegations to warrant preeenting thie problem for the

attention of the international community.

Ae m y  d e l e g a t i o n  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  its previoue  otatement,  Bul,garia hae

undertaken unilateral conventional diearmament meaaurea  which in our view should  be

fol lowed by corresponding action8  in  the praot ioal  oonvereion  of our mil i tary

p o t e n t i a l .  F o r  u8, the need for convereion ie also determined by the growing

ptoepect of an agreement at the Vienna negotiations on reducing oonventional

forcea,  which may have important economic and eocial  coneequencee. An

interdepartmental group was therefore eet up with the objeotive  of etudying the

problemcl of convereion in our country. W e  f e e l  t h a t  i t  ir neoeeeary  t o  analyee

waye and means to convert industries and defence eetablishmente to civilian

purposes by taking into consideration international experience and the specific

condi t ions  in  Bulgar ia .

We are well aware of the complexity of this problem and the anxiety raising i t

miqht  cauee Borne d e l e g a t i o n a . At  the  same  t ime,  we bel ieve  that  convete ion has  a

di rect  bear ing on the proceee of diearmament  and that i t  ie a guarantee of i t s

irreversibility. The re fo r e  we  f ee l  t ha t  a l l  coun t r i e s  wh ich  are  r ea l l y  i n t e r e s t ed

in disarmament should also have an intereet  in convereion, and should be ready to

exchange information on the i r  na t ional  exper ience  in th is  f ie ld .

There ace other arguments for our position that convereion ie universal in

nature .
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Firat, an adequate  balance between the  c ivi l ian  and mil i tary  sectors  of the

economy is a problem for many countries. Due to the growing interdependence of

nat ional  economies ,  this problem acquiree  in ternat ional  dimenaione,  and i t s

eolution  m i g h t  be f ac i l i t a t ed  by j o in t  e f fo r t s . Conversion could also be regarded

as a  l ink in  the chain for  a l levia t ing the  exis t ing energy,  ecological ,  demographic

and other problem8 threatening a l l  na t ione .

Second,  the  overa l l  in teres t  in  the  issue  is manifeeted  in  the concern of many

countries a8 to  the  impact  of  mil i tary  spending and the  growth of  mil i tary

industries on the social and economic development of natione, especially on a

medium- and long-term ecale.

Third, contrary to Borne  views, conversion concern6 countrieo  regardless of how

they are organized  eocially and economically. There  la a  great  degree of

government  contro l  over mili tary induetry  not only in  the  socialist  but also,

a lbe i t  w i th  a  d i f f e r en t  appea rance , i n  the  so -ca l l ed  f r ee  marke t  economies.  T h i s

illustrates  the decisive  role of Government8 in guaranteeing traneition  from an

armamente economy to a disarmament economy.

Becauee of  the  common interes t  of  many nat ions  in  the converrion  of  mil i tary

re8ource6, we feel  that  the United  Nat ions  ie the  best place  for  the  considera t ion

a n d  harmonization  o f  these  i n t e r e e t s . Relevant  endeavours  in  th is  f ie ld  could

encompaee, for example, the following: exchange of information and national

experience between Member Statee with t,he aim of joining the efforta of the

international community in the study and solution of the problems of conversion,

and elahoretion  of  models ,  inc luding genera l  pr inc ip les  and guidel ines ,  which could

be used by interested countries carrying out conversion. Iseuee  that  could  be

examined might include natlonal, regional  and global  aspecta  of  the  problem,

specifics  of  convers ion in the f ie lds  of  nuclear ,  convent ional  and chemical

disarmament and so on.
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These  ideae ,  i f  t rans la ted  in to  ac t ion ,  could  in  our view aeaiat the  process

areas  of acme 

disarmament.

to  the  current  eeseion a  draf t  reeolut ion the  convereion  of militacy  resources

t o  c i v i l i a n  We believe that the ieeue merits deliberati.on  by our

poesible UB

b e l i e f .

Mr. RASAPUTRAM (Sri Lanka) I Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  l ike  to  recal l  

views of others  in congratulating you and offering the felicitatione  of my

delegation to the other officers of the Committee for the effort8  being made to

ensure  euccew  i n  o u r  deliberatione. My delegation etande  ready to support you and

the other members of the Bureau in all efforts toward8  achieving our objectives.-
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We have listened to a great number of ideas expreesed  by varioue  delegations.

We all have one common goal - that  of  achieving durable  and laeting peace ,  a l though

the means of achieving that end may take different forma.  We are pleaeed that

promising initiativee  have been taken, on the basis  of real is t ic  and f resh ideaa,

to move towarde etrenqtheninq and enhancing international security. I t  la  c l e a r

that  there  is  a  greater  degree of unders tanding and respect  for each other  today

than there hae been before. We are deeply moved that in the interest of humanity

and human welfare nations have declared their commitment to reduce euepiciona,

mis t rus t  and tenftione  in  seeking  internat ional  and co-operat ive  arrangement8 for

the  eetabl ishment  of  f i rmly rooted secur i ty  for  a l l  mankind.

We all have a deep sense  of responeibility  to work together with a sense of

realism and relevance to protect,  preserve and nurture present and future

generat ions  f rom threats of  nuclear  annihi la t ion ,  a8 wel l  ae f rom other risks and

uncertainties that accompany an arma-polluted  atmoephere, There are eiqnta that we

a re  po i s ed  fo r  g loba l  i n t eg ra t i on . The opportunities and challenges for the

achievement of eolidarity  and collective security cannot be allowed to elip away

when they are within reach. All such opportunitiee  should be relentlerely  pureued

and vigorously exploited so that we do not allow any deviation from current

favourable  t rends.

We cennot and should  not fa i l  in  our at tempts  to  achieve  the  u l t imate

integra t ion and harmonization  of  human valuer!, I t  would be disaetrous even to

th ink  that  in  an in terdependent  wor ld  the al ternat ive  would be die in tegra t ion . The

economic  and pol i t ica l  changes  that  are taking place  in  the  world  are  in Our

favour, and 80 are  the  psychological  factore. They offer  great  expecta t ions  tha t

must be strengthened and intensified.
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the 1980s we feel happy that positive and concrete

agreement or near-qreement on many important

issues. Although no multilateral agreement was concluded for a period of more than

a decade, since the creation of the requisite machinery at the first special

session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament in 1978, an improved

"psychosphere" has nevertheless been created by the negotiations that have taken

place in multilateral forums.

One of our main priorities in the agenda for the 1990s is to prevent any

retreat from multilatetalism by strengthening the necessary machinery. It would be

too simplistic to claim that the existence of the required machinery would

automatically lead to a plethora of agreements. However, recent developments

should impel us to look at multilateralism afresh. The First Committee, as the

primary deliberative body on this subject, is an appropriate forum for doing so.

We have seen the welcome development of United Nations multilateral machinery being

given fuller play in the domain of peace-making and peace-keeping when enabling

conditions were created for doing so - not least by members of the Security

Council. The Stockholm process, which was essentially a multilateral exercise,

albeit ,.,th limited participation, has borne fruit ,.nd  paved the way for a process

of negotiations on conventional-arms limitations and, it is to be hoped, on

disarmament in Europe as well. The agreement to remove some nuclear weapons and

the negotiations that are now under way drastically to reduce remaining nuclear

weapons have been widely acclaimed. Those achievements have vindicated the belief

long held by members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries that open-ended arms

competition would jeopardize rather than enhance the security of nations.

The successes achieved at the Paris and Canberra Conferences and the

substantial progress made in negotiations at the Conference on Disarmament at
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Geneva on the same subject are ample evidence that, given the political will to

recognize the imperatives of multilateralism in disarmament, consensus would not be

beyond reach. Last month at Belgrade nl:,re  than 100 States Members of the United

Nations reiterated that self-evident truth by stating:

"The non-aligned countries 30 not pretend, nor are they in a position, to

change the world by themselves; but neither can the world be reshaped without

them. The non-aligned favour concordance rather than confrontation,

regardless of whether common problems of mar% .ld or issues of regional

interest are involved.' (A/44/5fl, annex p. 10, pata. 6)

The economic and developmental dimensions of security should dictate that

multilateralism in disarmament and arms control is a prudent course of action in a

world poised for global integration on an unprecedented scale. The traditional

bipolar power relationship that has existed since the Second World War seems to be

giving way to a more concordant relationship that would, it is hoped, facilitate a

more stable and equitable security order based on common security for all.

What is not clear at this time is whether the traditional power structures

will dissipate into the multipolar power arrangements manifest in different

regions. Such a phenomenon may be less discernible than the highly visible

adversarial relationship that existed between the two alliance systems during the

cold-war period, but it can be destabilizing and detrimental to the large majority

of smaller and militarily insignificant countries that do not rely on military

power for their security.

While what can he described as a tenuous state of no-war is claimed to exist

in the traditional battlefield of Europe, supported by debatable military

doctrines, new types of power arrangements could create conditions of greater

insecurity in other regions. The answer to that potential danger is not to revert
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to  the cold  war and to  bipolariem, to be complacent  in  the  be l ief  tha t

endurer i t  ibl t o  b e  found  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  ite

btoadeat  sense. In  etriving towards  t ha t  end ,  mu l t i l a t e r a l  bodielr,  both

de l i be r a t i ve  and  nego t i a t i ng ,  lshould  be e n a b l e d  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  i n

the quest for achievement of common security through a progreesively lower level of

armament8 on a global wale.

To achieve common security the concern8 of all countries ahould be taken into

account. The report of the Conference on Diearmament that is before the Committee

indica tes  tha t  such a  pos i t ive  a t t i tude  ie overdue. One doea not need to inject

maximaliat sent imente  in to  th is  approach, as if one were looking to bring down an

avalanche of instant diearmament  aqraemente  f rom mult i la tera l  bodies , What ie

required is modest, but serious and purposeful,  multilateral work that would

fac i l i t a t e  even tua l  agreement  on  pr io r i t y  d i ea rmamen t  and  secu r i t y  issues. I t  i s

se l f -evident  that  complementar i t ies  between mult i la tera l  and bi la teral  effor ts

ehould natural ly  be made use of, and we cannot indulge in the luxury of allowing

one process to place obstacles in the way of the other. Any other approach would

not be commensurate  with the wide-ranqinq changes taking place on the contemporary

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  ecenee,

The membera  of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries have always been ready to

contr ibute  const ruct ively  to  tha t  endeavour . They reitetatod  that  at  Belgrade,

when they stated:

,I
. l . Clearly, the dinarmament process cannot be carried out without a

cont r ibut ion  by al l  Sta tes  and especia l ly  by the  great  Powers  and their

m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e a , wh ich  have  the  greateut  re8ponaibility i n  t ha t  r ega rd .  ,,.

the policy and practice of non-alignment atande for disarmament an the most

tangible  form of  negat ion of  mil i tary  might  and the  use c,f force  in

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  ( A / 4 4 / 5 4 1 ,  annexl p .  21 ,  para. 5 )
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There is therefore an urgent need to revitalise  the multilateral diearmament

proceae  in  response  to the  mul t i faceted chal lenges  thlht we face today,  Zt ie in

that perspective that we should addreaR the agenda of the First Committee. The

draft  reeolutione  we adopt  should  take cognizance  of thoae real i t ies .

The Firat Committee normally carries a heavy agenda, There is no doubt that this

givea  an overview of the ouhjects that are considered  important for common

s e c u r i t y . However , in euch  a situation we tend to gloss  over even the moat vital

and autstanding issues  that  are within  eaey  reach for  co-operat ive  action.

E v i d e n t l y  there a r e  Borne d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  b e i n g  s e l e c t i v e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e

intereets  of varioue countries are to be accommodated. We see ratlonalization  as a

par t  of  the  pol i t ica l  conuidera t ione  under ly ing the aubetsntive item8 we deal  wi th

rather than merely as an organisational queetion addreesing  redundancy and

repetitivenaFr. Draf t  resolut ions  and agenda item8  denote  varying degrees  of

importance to each Member State, We have seen how careful States are when they

enter into negotiationa to reduce or l imit certain weapons or weapone rayetemfi.

That  ia underetandable,  g iven the  perceived ut i l i ty  of  a par t icular  weapon to  Sta te

security.

Countriea that place smpharie on more diehrmament rather than on more

armaments for security would be equally cautious about rationalizations  solely for

purposes of economy. We none the leas support lasting rationalization  that could

emerge from our collective endeavour8 to revitalize  the multilateral process

through political harmony. Al though an invid ious  se lec t ion  of  topica  wi l l  he

diff icul t ,  Borne  agenda i tems need emphasis  because of  thei r  topicality.

When we conaider  the  need for  f ix ing pr ior i t ies  my delegat ion  would  l ike  to

eupport  the  ideaa put  forward by Yugoslavia  and several  o ther  delegat ion6 about  the

direct link between disarmament and development. The world community haa an
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onetoua raoponeibility  proteetinq and praaerving preeent  and future

generat iona, not only from a nuclear  hut aleo from the ravagea of! hunger,

and deprivation.

I Clearly, one of the most urgent of tcday’s  need0 ir the elimination of poverty

throughout the world, with Y well-darigned programme for the  of reaouroo8

to enable the poor caunttieo C.0 sohicave  rtable growth with  equity.  Regret tably,

there la a net transfer of reaouraen  fr;om developing to developed aountries. The

futurcr  yenrrationr of  the  poor  countriee are not  only  denied  a  p lace  in  the  vunj

they are also oompellrrd  to l ive  in eaualor, degradat ion and depr ivat ion wi thout

pvoteotfng the live6 of the born and the unborn, The volume of rtmouroea  that o&n

be diverted for development are drained away hy large militrry  budgeto,
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Admittedly, the developed cauntriea themselvee  neod to cut down their deficitn in

public  and international finance in order to improve their economic management,

However, a cer ta in  percentage of budgetary eavinqe can by effor t laealy channel led

to  the  developing countr ies  to  ra ise  the i r  Incomes and output,  Thie would

rtrengthen the economic eecurity  of all countries  and pave the way for greater

sxpanllion of economic activity and for improved and expanded marketra  for all goode

and servicea,

I t  ia p o v e r t y  thrrt is t h e  r o o t  cause o f  inetability,  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v u l a i o n a ,

clam warfare and the orgy of deetruction  of economic and political foundationa.

Sr i  Lanka’s  pover ty  a l leviat ion programme, r e in fo rced  by s t r uc tu r a l  ad ju s tmen t ,  la

an innovat ive  method of  achieving growth with equi ty ,  s tabi l i ty  and security.

Disarmament and development must neceaearily be purslued together to build healthy

na t ionrs. Combined efforts of development and diaacmament will not only intensify

and e t renqthen eeaurity on al l  f ronts , but alrso provide the neceaeary impetus for

creative work for peaceful purpoeee.

Development 161 another name for peace. The momentum for the euccee$ful

conclusion of a chemical weapon8 convention seema  to have reached a point of no

return. The Wyoming Declaration isSUQd  jointly by the United States of America and

the  Union of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republics  la  another  mileetone  on  the  long arduous

road to achieving a complete ban on chemical weapona. We would like to

cong ra tu l a t e  a l l  thoee who negot.iated  a t  the  b i l a t e r a l  and  mul.tilateral levels  fo r

the h i g h  l e v e l  o f  IsucceBs  achiaved  i n  t h i a  direcLion, The effor ts  taken by France

at the Paris Conference and by Australia at the Canberra Conference, where new

ground wee  broken by involving the  pr ivate-sector  chemical  induatry ,  are  deeply

apprecia ted, Once verification procedures are finn:fzod, a comprehensive ban on

chemical weapone  muat  become a reality. Since  there  can be no re t reat  f rom the
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current trends in this environment, we are hopeful that a multilateral ban will

soon be concludd.

The queetion of a comprehenaiva  nuclear-test-ban treaty remains a topical one,

not  only  becsiuee  of pereistent  in ternat ional  endeavours  for near ly  three  decades,

but also because of recent developmenta  and forthcoming events  related to it ,  The

Un i t ed  S t a t e s -Sov i e t  b i l a t e r a l  t a l k s  on  nuc l ea r  tefft l i m i t a t i o n s  g i v e  us h o p e  t h a t

it will be vigorously purrued until the eventual ratification of the two existing

Trea t i e s .

T h u s ,  g i v e n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  t o  n e g o t i a t e , long-etanding verif icetion

obstacle8  are eurmounteble. Aa a  mat te r  of  f ac t ,  t he  t e chn ica l  difficultiee  oE

verifying a complete teat han are considered to be much less burdeneome than those

aeeociated  w i t h  t h e  ‘ t h r e s h o l d  v e r i f i c a t i o n ’  neceseary  fo r  the  two  T rea t i e s . Thifi

ahould  auger well  for  purpoeeful  work leading to  mul t i la tera l  negotiationfi  on the

p r i o r i t y  iseue o f  a  compreheneive  n u c l e a r - t e a t - b a n  t r e a t y .

Rilateral  t a l k s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  w a y  f a l l  f a r  ehott  o f  thiu  w i d e l y  aharad

object ive. T h o s e  talka eeek t o  r egu l a t e  ra ther  t h a n  e l i m i n a t e  n u c l e a r  tecrting.

There  ie the  dis turbing prospect  that  a  comprehensive  nuclear- tea t -ban t rea ty  wi l l

then recede  further into the  indef in i te  fu ture . This  would be a eituation that

runl c o u n t e r  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  p a r t i a l  t e s t - b a n  t r e a t y  a n d  t h e

Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of  Nuclear  Weepona. Meanwhile, nuclear tefltinq

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  i t  entailu  i n  terma o f  f u e l l i n g  t h e  arm8 KCLCB,  n u c l e a r

proliferation and damage to the environment. The Latest figures of the Stockholm

fnternational  Peace  Research  Institute  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  4 0  t e a t  exploetons  were

conducted in 1.988. According to the Nuclear Teet Monitor,  14-test  explosions took

p lace  i n  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  o f  1989 .
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The Conferenoe  on Diearmament report0 that it waa not poesible  to reach

aonaeneu~  to watabPieh  a Bubsidiary  body of the Conference to deal with the nualaar

t e s t - ban  queeation. Clearly,  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  countriee  a re  not  ye t

rsrrdy  to  conclude  a compreheneive  teat -ban t reaty. We have, then, to find a

compromise. The group of non-aligned and neutral countries were prepared to that,

on the understanding that the work the Conference on Diearmament will  undertake in

th ie  connection should  faci l i ta te  negot ia t ions  leading to  an  eventual  comprehensive

teat -ban t reaty. Even th ia  w18 no t  poeeihle, and my delegation hopee that a

euitable  retaolution can be adopted by this Committee for the Conference on

Diaarmament to undertake meaningful work toward8  negotiating a comprehenrive

teat-ban t reaty and not engage in  cycl ical  debates,

The  propoeal to  convert  the  par t ia l  tes t -ban Treaty  in to  a  comprehensive  tert

ban, through the due legal proceee provided for in the former inetrument, has

received wide support. The non-aligned countr  ien, at  t h e i r  eummit  m e e t i n g  i n

Belgrade, have endorsed the proposal and called for early preparatory work leading

to the convening of the Conference au early a8 poeeible next year. We welcome

coneul ta t ione  under taken in  th ie  regard, including those  by the depoeituy States,

and hope for  thei r  ear ly  and aucceesful  cbncluaion. Sri Lanka look6  forward to a

conetructive  amendment conference to be held as soon a8 possible in order for the

State@ par t ies  to  f ind a  way forward for  the realisation  of  the  purpose8 enshr ined

i n  t h e  partial teet-ban  Trea ty .

Thie ia the laet session of the Fitet  Committee before the convening of the

fourth Revieti  Conference of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear  Weapons

scheduled  to  take  place  next  year . As a  State  par ty  which took an act ive par t  in

the last Review Conference, we look forward to a eucceeeful fourth review. T h i e  i s
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all the more important eince  the State8  parties will have to decide in 1995 on the

question of the extension of the Treaty. All  Statee tha t  va lue  the  cont inued

val idi ty  and viability  of a non-prol i fera t ion f ramework,  of  which the

non-proliferation Treaty ie an important component, should indeed etrive  for a

eucceeeful fourth review. Aa the outcome of the last three Review Conference8

indicated, all non-nuclear countrlea have faithfully honoured commitments they had

undertaken. Important queetione, such a18 a comprehensive nuclear-teat ban,

progreae  in multilateral work on nuclear diearmament and credible and unqualified

security aeeurancee to non-nuclear countries against the threat or use of nuclear

weapone,  would no doubt be of great relevance to a eucceeeful outcome of the

forthcoming Review (‘onference.

Nuclear-weapon State8 in  general ,  and the  deposi tary  States in  par t icular ,

have a specia l  responsibi l i ty  to  take  ac t ion-or iented  decis ions  in  order  to  create

condi t ions  conducive  to  progreee  in  the mult i la tera l  domain, If  mult i la tera l  work

in these  areae remainta paralysed, i t  w i l l  b e  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  ensure t h e

con t i nued  c r ed ib i l i t y  o f  t he  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  an

environment  in  which the  u t i l i ty  of  nuclear  weapona  and thei r  ver t ica l

prOlifetatiOn  continue to be expounded. T h i s  w i l l  al80 a c t  a8 a  b a r r i e r  a g a i n s t

much-desired wider adherence.

The prevention of an arms race in outer space is an item on which the First

Committee usually finds a large measure of common ground. Ae in  the  past ,

Sri  Lanka wil l  cont inue  to  be act ively  involved in  negot ia t ing a  resolut ion on this

s u b j e c t . We look forward to  the  conuul ta t ione  the  repreeentative  of  Egypt  wil l

under take  th is  year . Over the years , the First Committee and the Conference on

Diearmament  have developed a  se t  of broad pr inc ip les  re levant  to  th is  subjec t  on

which further work can be carried out.
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The report of the Conference on Disarmament now before the First Committee

r ea f f i rms  t he se  b road  p r inc ip l e s , while reiterating the importance and urgency

attached to  th is  ques t ion . There are, however, difference6 as to what course of

action should be undertaken and how to prior itire them to prevent an arm8 race in

outer  space .

At the  same  t ime,  we note  the  genera l  recogni t ion that  b i la tera l  work and

multilateral work in this area should complement each other. We welcome the

resumption of the United States-Soviet negotiations on outer space issues. It i s

also of  imprtance  to  note tha t  the  b i la tera l  negot ia tore  have,  in accordance with

the requests made by the General Assembly, kept the Conference on Diearmament

informed of  the  proqreue  in the i r  negot ia t ions . My delegat ion  wi l l  cont inue  to

s t r i ve  for  a  oonaensus  t ha t  wou ld  f ac i l i t a t e  fu r the r  mu l t i l a t e r a l  work ,  l e a d i n g  t o

eventual  agreements  on th is  ques t ion . I t  i s  t he r e fo re  impor t an t  t ha t  we

progress ively  bui ld  on the  measure  of  agreement  usual ly  reached in  the  Firs t

Committee on this subject and not allow regression. The Conference on Disarmament

has done useful work this year. We are pleased to note that the Conference has

recommended that no effort should be spared to continue substantive work on this

item, and for that purpose the Ad Hoc Committee should be re-established next

year.

Once again we regret that it hau not been possible to make any headway in the

long overdue mul t i la tera l  work on nuclear  d isarmament  iesuea. While  b i la tera l

achievements  and prospects  for  fur ther  bi la tera l  agreements  are  welcome,  we

cont inue  to  be concerned tha t  no focused a t tent ion was  paid  to  the  nuclear

disarmament  issues  in  the  Conference on Disarmament  thiu year.  The large majori ty

of  countr ies  have emphasized  t ime and again that  mul t i la tera l  work on nuclear
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issues is  an undeniable  necess i ty , s ince  nuclear  weapons  and thei r  qual i ta t ive  anc3

quan t i t a t i ve  improvemen t  a f f ec t s  t he  s ecu r i t y  of  a l l  c o u n t r i e s . Moreover, State0

pa r t i e s  t o  t he  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty , which have undertaken the solemn

commitment of renouncing the nuclear-weapon option, have long called for a more

for thcoming a t t i tude  f rom nuclear  countr ies  on obl igat ions  they under took in

Ar t i c l e  6  of  t he  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty . The Conference on Disarmament, which is

the s ingle  mul t i la tera l  negot ia t ing body on disarmament ,  i s  the  most appropr ia te

forum for those  States  to  manifes t  the  necessary  pol i t ica l  wi l l  in  that  direc t ion .

While  nuclear  issues have the  h ighest  pr ior i ty ,  we should  not over look the

importance and urgency of conventional disarmament. Sri Lanka and indeed many

others have consistently advocated, both in New York and in Geneva, the need to

address  convent ional  d isarmament  i ssues  in  mul t i la tera l  forums. The large majority

of smal ler  countr ies  do  not  depend on mi l i ta ry  means for  their  secur i ty . They have

undertaken treaty commitments renouncing nuclear weapons. Reg re t t ab ly ,  t hose

non-military means of security have too often proved too vulnerable. Over

120 armed conflicts have taken place since the Second World War, entailing

20 million deaths. They have all been fought with conventional weapons and in the

developing regions  of  the  world , Arms tranefers  to irregular groups have

pro l i f e r a t ed  resu l t ing  in  i n c r e a s i n g  d e e t a h i l i z a t i o n ,  unnecessary  mi l i t a ry

expendi ture  and increas ing violence  in many th i rd  wor ld  countr ies .
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We welcome the ongoing negotiations in Vien:) ,) with regard to conventional arms

in Europe and are encouraged by the good prospec;ts  for progress that have been

repor ted, The time is now opportune for the international community to address tire

quest ion of  convent ional  d isarmament  and arms t ransfers  in  a  mult i la teral

negotiating forum.

At its forty-third ewesion the General Asaembly decided to convene the Colombo

Conference on the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace in 1990. As members are awacel

the declaration of the the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace has been a major

disarmament  in i t ia t ive  of  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  and the convening of  the

Colombo Conference in 1990 is considered to be an essential step toward8 the

establishment of a peace zone in the region of the Indian Ocean. At the Belgrade

summit the Heads of State or Government of the non-aligned countries supported the

convening of the Colombo Conference and called for full and active participation in

the Conference by the major maritime Powers and the permanent members of the

Security Council , whose  co-operation is  essential  for the  success  of the

Conference, and they requested the Secretary-General to extend the necessary

assistants to the Ad Hoc Committee to enable it  to complete its preparatory work

for the Conference. Dur ing th is  sess ion,  the  enabl ing draft  resolution wil l  be

discussed in this Committee and my delegation ,  on behalf  of  the  non-al igned

members, will  make a detailed statement in this regard. I t  i s  o u r  f i r m  b e l i e f  t h a t

t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  o n  t h e  I n d i a n  O c e a n  w i l l  e n j o y  t h e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s

Committee.

In  conclus ion,  my delegat ion would  l ike  to  compl iment  the  Secre tar ia t  and

other bodies of the United Nations which have provided information and research

mater ia l  for  d iscuss ing and negot ia t ing issues  re levant  to  disarmament  and

secuf I ty . These  i npu t s  a r e  a  v i t a l  pa r t  o f  f ac i l i t a t i ng  i n fo rmed  pa r t i c ipa t i on  by

a l l  coun t r i e s  i n  t he  mu l t i l a t e r a l  p roce s s  o f  d i s a rmamen t . We look forward to the
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completion of the updating of the comprehensive study of nuclear weapons. The

Secretariat should be encouraged and supported in their endeavours. The useful and

valuable work carried out by the united Nations Institute for Disarmament Research

(UNIDIR) in this regard was appreciated by the summit Conference of non-aligned

countries held in Belgrade and we would like to echo the Belgrade call for

continued financial support for uNIDIR.

PROGF&M!U OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN: In accordance with its programme of work and timetable,

the Committee will conclude the first phase of its work, namely, the general debate

on all disarmament agenda items, on 1 November 1989.

On Thursday, 2 November, the Committee will proceed to the second phase of its

work, that is, consideration of and action on draft resolutions under all

disarmament agenda items, namely agenda items 49 to 69 and 151. From 2 to

17 November a total of 24 meetings have been allocated for this stage of the

Committee's work and it is hoped that the Committee will conclude ConSideratiOn  of

those agenda items by Friday, 17 November.

After a series of consultations among the officers of the Committee, I wish to

propose briefly the following programme of work for the period 2 to 17 November.

From Thursday, 2 November, to Wednesday, 8 November, a total of 10 meetings

would be devoted primarily to the introduction and comments on all draft

resolutions under disarmament agenda items. However, in view of the fact that the

Committee would have concluded its general debate at that time, I hope that

delegations would consider limiting the number as well as the length of their

statements, I would urge those delegations that wish to introduce draft
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resolutions or to make comments on them during those 10 meetings kindly to inscribe

their names on the list of speakers as early as possible.

Beginning Thursday, 9 November, the Committee will proceed to take decisions

on draft resolutions under the various disarmament agenda items.

It is the intention of the Chairman to try to present to the Committee on

Monday, 6 November, a document containing his suggestions regarding the programme

which groups together various draft resolutions in several clusters, on the basis

of which the Committee will proceed to take decisions on draft resolutions cluster

by cluster.

If there are no comments I will take it that the suggested programme of work

for the second phase of the Committee's work is acceptable.

It was so decided.

The CHAIHMAN: Following resolutions 41/213 and 42/211 with its annex

providing guid'elines  for the operation of the contingency fund, the process of

consideration and adoption of draft resolutions having programme budget

implications may prove to be more complex and time-consuming than usual, and

accordingly we should take this situation into account as delegations undertake

their consuitations on the various draft resolutions in the coming days so that we

may be in a position to complete our work within the time allocated.

The meeting rose at 5 p.m.


