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The meeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m*

AGENDA iTEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. 03VARRUBIAS (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): First, I

congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, and the other members of the Bureau on Your

election. Your ability and acknowledged experience axe undoubtedly a guarantee

that our work will be successful.

%J country, which cherishes peace and the rule of law and believes iq

r?:lfilling  international undertakings and obligations, has adhered to the

?rir??iples  in the United Nations Charter since it was formulated. We are therefore

ccn*Jinced  that compliance wtth the Charter is a categorical imperative of

international coexistence. We support the strengthening of all legal norms that

c~!i-tribute  to peace and the solution of disputes by peaceful and m&.Tdatory  means8

as well as the enhancement of the authority of the United Nations and its

Secretary-General. The Organization must play an increasingly active role in the

Eield of disarmament and international peace and security.

The atmosphere in which we are beginning our work this year is different from

that during previous sessions? there is no doubt that it is less tense. The world

is qradually moving towards ever higher standards of freedom, particularlY in

Eastern Europe. The excesses of extreme devotion to ideologies are being left

behind. The language is more reasonable and moderate, and, as a result, dialogue

and understanding are becoming easier and consensus more feasible.

Thus, such long-standing confl,icts  as that in Afqhanistan are moving towards a

solution. The cease-fire between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Iraq is a good

beginning to the re-establishment of peace and security in the region. The

Namibia-% independence process and the progress towards a possible solution in

Cambodia, are moves on complex international issues that offer clear hopes of peace.
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The United Nations has recently been able to show the international cOmmUnitY

Positive achievements that have made a real contribution  to progress towards the

peace for which we all long. However, we must realize that, unfortunatelyr  a great

deal still remains to he done, for wars and violence persist in many parts of the

world, threatening world stability and peace.

NDw, in the field of arms limitation and disarmament there are some areas in

which important steps have been taken. aowever, there are others in which there is

marked stagnation. One positive development has been the destruction and

withdrawal of intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles agreed between the

United States and the Soviet Union. But regrettably some countries still.. insist on

continuing to develop such weapons.

The bilateral negotiations between the two major military Powers on a

50 per cent reduction in their offensive strateqic weapons are a qood beginning and

should continue uninterruptedly until the complete elimination of all nuclear

weapons has been achieved.

The Government  of Chile urges all countries that produce, stockpile, acauire

or transfer chemical weapons to reach prompt agreement on a comprehensive ban on

the development of such weapons and, of course, on their use, in order to achieve

their total destruction  on the basis of effective and comprehensive verification.

We know  that work on a draft convention on the pcohihition of chemical weapons is

difficult, hut it is not impossible, and it will have to he given the greatest

possihle priority if we wish to reach an definitive solution and achieve the

comprehensive prohibition of Such  weapons.

We also wish to express our concern over the threat  to international peace and

security represented hy the illegal use of chemical weapons. Their eradication

should he a priority for the over 20 countries that possess such  weapons. We

therefore attach great importance to the declaration of the Paris Conference on
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the  prohib i t ion  of chemical  weapone,  he ld  this year,  and we u rge  adherence to it.

Auetralia’r  conven ing  of the Confe rence  ceuent ly  held  a t  Canberra  wi th  the

par t ic ipat ion of  t he  chemical  industry of  many countr ies  was alao of great  Value to

this came.

I n  thir connection  w e  n o t e  w i t h  intereat wha t  has t a k e n  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o

major m i l i t a r y  alliancee,  f o r  w e  r e g a r d  i t  ae a  c l e a r  indicaticm  t h a t  agreement8

can be reached on balancing and then reducing the  level  of force8,  bo th  in  term8 of

t roop  s t r e n g t h  a d  i n  terma o f  nuc l ea r  md c o n v e n t i o n a l  weapona, w i t h  a  view t0

rc,aucing t h e i r  offensive  capab i l i t i e s  and  i nc r ea s ing  mu tua l  truet. I t  i s  a l s o

intereating  t o  n o t e  t ha t  t he  pa ra l l e l  t a l k s  b e i n g  he ld  among  pa r t i c i pa t i ng

COUntriOe i n  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  S e c u r i t y  a n d  C o - o p e r a t i o n  in E u r o p e  (CSCEi)  o n  t h e

d r a f t i n g  o f  a  n e w  s e t  o f  confidence- and eecuri  ty-bu ilding  measures have resulted

i n  important p r o p o s a l 8  to  m a k e  t h o s e  meaaurea  lrore un ive r s a l  i n  acope,  t he reby

s t rengthen ing  the  Stockholm document .

The  increasing consol ida t ion  takirlg  place  wi th  reqard to  an increase  of

conf idence  and security the  world  over  wi l l  make i t  poss ible  for  agreement  to  he

reached a t  Vienna on reduct ions  in  convent ional  weapons, and we also hop.9  for

e n c o u r a g i n g  signa t h a t ,  i n  d u e  t i m e ,  a  t o t a l  euapenaion  o f  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  w i l l  h e

agreed onr expandinq the scope of the 1963 Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in

the Atmosphere, in Cuter Space and Under Water. Las t1y ) we hops for  a  realia t ic ,

s t e p - b y - s t e p  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  t o t a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  weapons, w h i c h  p o s e  3uch

a great  danger  to  world  peace and secur i ty .

With regard to  the  quest ion of  arms t ransfers , i t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  ar.d

advisable  to  devise  a  system that  could a l low for  qrea  ter  g lobal  t r  anspatency.  We

therefore  suppor t  the  request  made to  the  Secretary-General  to  carry  out ,  wi th  the

ass is tance of governmental exper ts ,  a  s tudy on efEor:tive  ways and means of  promtinq
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tranoparency  on  a  g loba l  ad  non -d i s c r imina to ry  basis, tak iny  into  a c c o u n t  t h e  v.ew

o f  Metier S t a t e e .

The growing i l legal  traff ic  in  weapons , w i t h  i t s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  c l o s e  links to

internaticnal  t e r r o r i s m ,  subversion, crirm a d  d r u g - t r a f f i c k i n g ,  thrmtene b o t h  t h e

i n t e r n a l  eecurity  o f  States a n d  r e g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y . We muat therefore encourage

progreee  i n  studies  an t h e  q u e a  t i o n  80 t h a t  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  my j o i n  i n  a d o p t i n g

e f fec t ive  measuree to  e r ad i ca t e ,  a t  the ea r l i e s t  poeeible m o m e n t ,  t he  ex t r eme ly

negat ive  a n d  i l l i c i t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  i n  w e a p o n s . We completely underetand  the

complexi ty  and aeneitivity  of the  ques t ion ,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  i n  t e rms  of  e e t a b l i a h i n q

e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  a n d  f i n d i n g  a  d e f i n i t i v e  eolution. However, we

b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  g i v e n  t h e  n e c e e e a r y  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l ,  e f f e c t i v e  and solid agreements

w i l l  b e  r eached  a t  t he  b i l a t e r a l  and r e g i o n a l  l e v e l s  b y  t h e  c o u n t r i e e  rnclst  af fec ted

b y  t h a t  scourge.

We share the view expreeaed by some delegations that have spoken of the

advisabi l i ty  of  pragmatism ard of rationalizing  the  work  of  the  Firat Commit tee  to

r e d u c e  t h e  number  o f  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  t o  focus o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  a  amller  nu&er

of items. I n  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n  a l l  d e l e g a  t i o n a  ahare t h e  r e e p o n e i h i l i t y  f o r  t h e

Commit tee �s  being more  effect ive  in  i t s  work .  We should  l ike  to  aeeociate

o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  ard s u p p o r t  t h e  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  statenmnts  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  i n  t h e

COlTd  ttee, for  we bel ieve that ,  af ter  so many year  8 of s tagnat ion in  t he

disarmrmnt  f i e ld ,  we  a r e  now cn t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  a  n e w  e ra  characterized by

g rea t e r  hope  t ha t  p rog re s s  can  he  made  towordu f ru i t f u l  and  cons t ruc t i ve  d i a logue .

We  mlrst n o t  l e t  t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  s l i p  b y .

T h i e  y e a r  t h e  m e e t i n g s  of  t he  F i r s t  Corrunittee have  hegun  i n  a f avourah le

c l i m a t e  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s , We therefore  hope that  we wi l l  he  able  to

make substantive  progrees  here  on  the  issues  and quest iona before  U R . The

Committee can rely upon my delegnt.ion�s  contribution, however rrr>dest..
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Mr.  BATSANOv (Union of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republ ics)  ( interpretation from

Ruseian) I Our delegation apoke in the Committee barely four days ago. However,

there have been rreny  in teres t ing  developmenta  on  the  in ternat ional  scene s ince

then,  though the i r  number  might  he  leaa than the  number  of  draf t  reRoluti0~  that

will be tab led  in  the  Cormni  t tee  today before  the  deadl ine ,

With  regard  to  current  events  I  have in  mind,  firot, Pres ident  Gorbachev�s

Visit to Finland and the meeting in Warsaw of the Foreign Ministers  of the Waraaw

Treaty  countr ies . I ahould particularly like to underscore the momentous document

O f  a new type eigned dur ing  the  viait of Mikhail.  Sergeyevich  Gorbachev to  Finland -

the  Sovie t -Finnish  Declara t ion - w h i c h  encompaeses  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  ecolcgical

and humani tar ian spheres  of  cooperation. C o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d

ca l l s  f o r  t he  fo l l owing .

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  must be  ac t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  bu i l d ing  a  wor ld  f r ee  f rom

violence  and in t imidat ion ,  inequal i ty  and opprese ion,  d iscr iminat ion  and

i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  othera. A l l  d i s p u t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e g i o n a l

conflicte, m u s t  h e  s e t t l e d  solely  by peace fu l  po l i t i c a l  means . No country may

enhance ite eecurity  at the  expense  of  others . No use o f  f o r c e  cBn h e  j u s t i f i e d ,

neither by one poll t ico-mil i tary  a l l iance against  another ,  nor  wi th in  the

a l l i ancee ,  no r  aqainat neu t r a l  coun t r i e s  by  anybody . J o i n t  s e c u r i t y  requirea  t h a t

mil i t a ry  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  h e  a b o l i s h e d .

Second,  there  must  exist uncondi t ional  respect  for  the  pr inciple .  of  f ree

BOC lo-p01  I tical choice , t h e  d e - i d e o l o q i x a t i o n  a n d  humanization  o f  i n t e r -S t a t e

r e l a t i o n e , t h e  subordination  o f  fo r a iqn  po l i cy  t o  i n t e rna t i ona l  l aw  and  t he

supremacy of  universal  human in teres ts  and values.
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Third ,  we must  ensure  in ternat ional  secur i ty  through staqe-by-stage  nuclear

disarmament ,  accompanied hy reliable  pol i t ica l  and legal  guarantees  and s t r ic t

regard for the  in teres ts  of  a l l  Sta tes . Theae  ef for ts  should  inc lude  the

auantification  wi thou t  de l ay  o f  a  m in ima l  nuc l ea r  de t e r r en t ,  i nc lud ing  t a c t i c a l

nuclear weapons, a s  an  i n t e r im  phase  leading  towards  thl.s goa l .

Fourth ,  we need ear ly  finalization  of agreements on a  50 per  cent  reduct ion  of

Soviet and United States strakegic  offensive armaments, the  comple te  and universa l

prohibi t ion  of  c,hemical  weapons  and the  cessat ion of  nuclear  tes t ing.

Fi f th ,  there  must  be  a  g lobal  pol icy  of  openness  cover  inq the  skies, the

ground, the seas and oceans and outer space, cont r ibut ing  to  the  enhancement  of

comprehensive international SeCUritY l

Six th ,  we  shou ld  deve lop  a  r ami f i ed  sys t em fo r  r e l i ab l e  ve r i f i ca t i on  o f

disarmament processes.

Seven th ,  metiers of  t he  mi l i t a ry  a l l i ance s  shou ld rsduce t h e i r  c o n v e n t i o n a l

fo rce s  i n  Eu rope ,  t hus  e f f ec t i ve ly  e l im ina t i nq  t he i r  c apab i l i t y  fo r  a  su rp r i s e

a t t a c k  or  l a rge - sca l e  o f f ens ive  ope ra t i ons , and hrinqinq  them down to a level of

r easonab le  su f f i c i ency  fo r  *fence. Ful l  suppor t  should  be  qiwen to  the

conclusion, 83 ear ly  as  1990,  of  major  aqreements  that  could he formal ized a t  a

summit.

Eighth ,  we should  develop as  soon as  poss ib le  a  qenera t ion of  qualitatively

new conf I dence- and secur i ty-bui ld ing measures  in  Europe,  wi th  extended scope.

Na tu ra l ly , specia l  a t tent ion was  paid  a t  the  Sovie t -Finnish  summit  to  European

prohl ems.
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Recent months have show that developments in Europe  are steadily

progress ing. Some cases  In point  are  the f i rs t  par t  of  the Par is  human r ights

conference , the London Information Forum and the Sofia environmental conference.

There  is nw ground to  bel ieve  that  agreements  on the  reduct ion of  forces  and

armaments as well as on confidence-building measures in Europe are attainable as

ea r ly  as  nex t  yea r . This would he BUCh  a momentous event that the document should

be signed by the Heads of State of all the Conference on Security and Co-operation

i n  Ebrope (CSCE)  c o u n t r i e s .

Public  op in ion  8eeIm  suite  logical ly  to  he  wonder ing whether  the  t ime has not

come  for  the  present  generat ion of  European, Uni ted  Sta tes  end Canadian leaders  to

diSCUS  a g a i n  the s t a t e  of Er,ropean a f f a i r s  a n d  t o  h o l d  a  preview  of what Europe

will  be beyond this ten tury. It would he a gacd idea to hold the CSCE meting

s c h e d u l e d  f o r  1 9 9 2  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  EBadB o f  S ta t e  of a l l  t h e  3 5  p a r t i c i p a t i n g

c o u n t r i e s .

B u t  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  prog re s s  a long  t h i s  r oad , the more urgent the need to

tackle quea t ions concerning naval forces, including conf idence-huildinq measures

and adequate  controls . The  destabilizinq  role  of  such forces  wil l  grow as  other

types of armaments are reduced. Th 18 does not apply only to Europe l

T h e  Soviet  Un ion  h igh ly  app rec i a t e s  F i n l a n d ’ s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  supported  by other

c o u n t r i e s , for  the  es tabl ishment  of  a  nuclear- f ree  zone in  the  nor th  of  Europe.

Speaking in  Hels inki , Pres ident  Gorbachev declared tha t  today there  are  no Soviet

intermediate- and shor ter- range miss i les  on combat  duty  in  area!? adjacent  to  the

north of Europe, Our tactical  nuclear  weapons  are  now s ta t ioned in such a  way  that

they would not reach the Nordic countries from any place in the Soviet Union.

D u r i n g  the v i s i t  a  n e w  d e c i s i o n  by t h e  S o v i e t  Union about i t s  nuclear weapons in

the Baltic Sea was also announced. We a re  heqinninq  t o  e l i m i n a t e  un i l a t e r a l l y  some

types of these sea-based weapons.
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The Soviet Union has taken two submarines out of commission as a first step,

and i t  wi l l  e l iminate  the  remaining four  Buhtnsrines,  known in  the  West  as  �C;ulf�,

by the end of 1990. We Shal l  a lso  des t roy the  ammunit ion for  nuclear  missileB  for

those submarines, and we shall not replace them. We are ready to  agree with a l l

t h e  n u c l e a r  Powers  and  the  Ba l t i c  S t a t e s  on  e f f i c i en t  gua ran t ee s  fo r  a  n u c l e a r - f r e e

s t a t u s  fo r  t h e  Bal t i c .

I  shou ld  a l so  l i ke  t o  r e ca l l  t ha t  o u r  p r o p o s a l s - among them those launched in

Murmansk - t o  l i m i t  and  r educe  mi l i t a ry  activities i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  r e g i o n ,

i nc lud ing  nava l  and  a i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r ema in  full** va l id .

Generally speak inq , in the European context,  we have been sugqe!?  ting that

naval disarmament be discussed in the Vienna negotiations, and we are not qoing

hack on that. However, a n  i n i t i a l  a g r e e m e n t  c o u l d  cover app rop r i a t e  measurers

appl icable  to  the  seas  around nor thern  Europe.

I  have already rrentioned the Warsaw Treaty Foreiqn Minis ters �  meet ing  held  on

26 and 27 October. In  acco rdance  w i t h  es t ab l i shed  p r ac t i c e ,  r ep re sen t a t i ve s  a t

th is  session of  the  General  Assembly wil l  natural ly  be  br iefed on the  resul ts  of

that  meet ing.
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I should like, now, to draw attention to one paragraph of the communicug  that

was issued following that meeting%

"The Ministers advocated the speedy conclusion of an international

convention on a complete ban on, and elimination of, chemical weaponsl and

urged the participants in the Geneva negotiations to resolve the outstanding

auestions in 1990. They stressed the importance of making the work of the

Conference on Disarmament as a whole more effective.’

Indeed, the negotiations on the banning of chemical weapons are now going

through their most important phase, as, in our view, is borne out by the discussion

in the First Committee. The past year has witnessed quite a few important

developments  in the area of the prohibition of chemical  weapons. The overall

political impetus and practical consequences of these developments could accelerate

the conclusion of the long-awaited convention.

At the Paris Conference in January this year practically all States assumed,

at a high level, moral and political responsibility for the early conclusion Of the

convention, thus sending a powerful positive signal to those taking part in the

Geneva negotiations. We fully agree with the Belgrade forum of the Movement of

Non-Aligned Countries in its appeal that advantage be taken of this impetus.

In this connection we cannot but welcome the relevant aspects of the concept

of comprehensive arms control and disarmament that was approved by the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Council at its summit session in Brussels - in

particular, the statement by the NATO leaders of their intention to see that a

global, comprehensive and effectively verifiable treaty banning the development,

production, stockpiling and transfer of all chemical weapons is concluded as soon

as possible. Documents published recently by NATO  indicate that that organisation

does not view chemical weapons as an indispensable element of deterrence. Takinq
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into account the overall NATO approach to arms limitation, this gives one hope that

all NATO countries will, in effect, totally renounce this monstrous means of

annihilation.

At the Canberra Conference the political consensus in favour of the

achievement, at the earliest possible date , of agreement on a total bzm on chemical

weapons was complemented by an important new element. I refer to the fact that the

representatives of the chemical industry strongly supported this goal. The.

imprtance of this factor can hardly be overestimated, for the future convention

must provide for effective control of the production of chemicals, and co-operation

from chemical companies and enterprises is absolutely necessary.

The meeting, in Wyoming on 22 and 23 September, between the Foreign Minister

of the Soviet Union, Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze, and the Secretary of State of the

United States, Mr. James Raker , resulted in an important special agreement - the

memorandum of understanding regarding a bilateral-verification experiment and data

exchange. The steps agreed upon under the memorandum - an exchange of data in a

number of stagest visits to facilities for the production and storage of chemical

weapons, as well as chemical plants! and inspections - are designed to facilitate

the process of negotiating , signing and ratifying the convention. In arriving at

that agreement the Soviet Union and the United States proceeded from the belief

that greater openness could contribute to an improvement in the prospects for the

early conclusion of an agreement that would constitute an effective ban on chemical

weapons.

In Wyoming the Soviet Union and the United States adopted the first-ever

special joint Soviet-American statement  on chemical weapons, thus reaffirming the

commitment of the two countries to pursue actively the prohibition of chemical

weapons and the destruction of all Stockpiles of such weapons on the basis of a

comprehensive, effectively verifiable and complete global ban. In that statenrent
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b o t h  sidea rea f f i rmed  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  iseuea c o u l d  b e  resolved,

and the convent ion concluded,  at  an ear ly date , The Soviet Union firmly intends to

a d o p t  s u c h  a n  app roach  i n  i t s  po l i t i c a l  e f fo r t s  and  i n  i t s  nego t i a t i ng  practice.

Speak ing at  the  current  seaaion of the  United Nat ions  General  kwieffbly,  the

Soviet Foreiqn Minister , Mr. Shevardnadze , atated that  the  Sovie t  Union ie readYr

w i t h o u t  w a i t i n q  for  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  t o  assume,

toqather  wi th  the  United Sta tes , the followinq  ohliga tiona: to stop the product ion

of chemical weapons, includinq  hinary weaponcl, a8 hafi heen done  a l r eady  h y  t h e

USSR) hilaterally  to reduce stocks of chemical weapons draetically,  a8 a Step

towarda the i r  comple te  eliminationr  to  refra in  f rom using chemical  weapons in  any

circumstancesr  and to  es tabl ish  s t r ic t  control over  chemical-warfare  agente, wi th  a

view M oessat ion of  the  product ion  of  those  aqente  and to  the i r  e l iminat ion ,

The report of the Conference on Disarmament to the General Aeaembly contains

the  updated draf t  convent ion on chemical  weapons - t h e  Ao-called r o l l i n g  t e x t  -

i nd i ca t i ng  t ha t  f u r t he r  p roq reaa  wag m a d e  i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  T h i s  p r o g r e s s  Wa8

manifeeted  not o n l y  i n  t h e  u s e f u l  reorqanixation o f  t h e  drafting procese  - carried

out  under  the  leaderehip  of  Ambassador  Morel  of  France - but  also in  the  tackl ing

Of matter8  of  s u b s t a n c e ,  such as  challenqe  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f

con f iden t i a l  i n fo rma t ion , u;jda t inq  of  the lia t  of  chemical  aqents  to  be  covered by

c)ne o r  o t h e r  r6qime o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  anal  so o n . For  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t

problem of  the compo?lli t  ion of the Exacu t ive  Counci l .  rraq t rea ted in  a  practiCa1

manner.

The p a r t i c i p a n t . 3  i n  t h e  neqotiationn now have  at  the i r  dinponal  everyth ing

they n e e d  f o r  early teaol.t,tion  nf t h a  r e m a i n i n g  d i f f i c u l t  rluesti0n.r;.  �In
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par titular  , t h e  conditiona  a l r e a d y  exiet for c o m p l e t i o n ,  aa e a r l y  as November  Or

DBCeMwr,  i n  t h e  courfle o f  t he  eoealled  i n t e r s e e s i o n a l  w o r k ,  o f  t h e  prepara t ion  of

t h e  ove ra l l  scheme  of  veri fica t i o n  of  camp1 iance w i t h  t h e  conven tian. I n  thir

Context we  v i ew aa u s e f u l  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e s  of  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  o f  brmany and

the  Uni ted  Kingdom with  reqard  to  eo+alled  addi t ional  ver i f ica t ion meaBUrea  -

ad hoc inspect ions .

F o r  i t s  p a r t , the  Sovie t  Union is  ready to  make a  cons t ruc t ive  cont r ibut ion  to

the  f inal  agreement  wi th  reqard to  the  ecope of agents  prohib i ted  by  the

convention. Aa ia known,  we  have  long adopted a  ra ther  reserved poeitj.?n  wi th

rega rd  to t h e  p r o p o s a l 8  of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  fw t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of t o x i n s . The Soviet

Union ia now prepared to  wi thdraw it8 objec t ions  on  th ie  score* At  the  same t i m e ,

w e  e h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  insist o n  more  e f f ec t i ve  ve r i f i ca t i on  unde r  t h e  bioloqical

weapons convention, w h i c h ,  a8 r ep re sen t a t i vea  k n o w ,  cove r8  a l l  toxine.

A ponitive aspect o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  ataqe i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e

Prohibition of  c h e m i c a l  weapona in t h e  fac t  t h a t  those  e f fo r t s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p a n d e d

to  a  considerable  extent . This  i n c l u d e s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  scope.

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  t h i s  y e a r  i n  t h e  nurrher  of State8 t h a t ,

although not members of the Conference on Diearmament,  are tak inq part in the

n*qOtia  tions  on the convention, W e  gee thiA a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e

reaul ta of the Par is Conference. Every  S ta t e  wishing  t o  m a k e  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e

neqotiations  should  he  ab le  to  do  80. Thia  ie the only way of making i t  possible

to lay a l l  the  neceauary qroundwork for  the  ear ly  entry  into  force  of  the

c o n v e n t i o n  a n d  o f  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  u n i v e r s a l  i n  n a t u r e .
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The drafting of the convention goea heyond the framework of mere

de1 ibera tions. That  IFI conf i rmed by nat ional  exper iments  on ver i f ica t ion of

camp1  iance by i ndus t ry  w i th  a  fu tu re  cnnvention, carr ied out  by  many States ,

including the Soviet Union. Even with  the  var ie ty  of al l  the  var ious  exper iments ,

these experiments have manifested the feasihili  ty of such vet1 fica tion  procedures

a8 worked out  in  the  negot ia t ions . The LScviet  Union IR ready to conduct

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  exporimntal inepec tions i n  t h e  c h e m i c a l  i n d u s t r y  aa a o o n  a8 t h e i r

procedures  have heen aqreed on and as soon aa an aqreement  haa heen reached to

proceed wi th  such inspect ions  in  o ther  count r ies .

Ta this end  we  have  de s igna t ed  a  chemica l  p l an t  i n  t he  c i t y  o f  Dzerzhinsk.  We

are also carrying out  a nat ional  exper iment  on  inspect ions  by challenqe  and in  the

frdff@wOrk O f  t h a t  e x p e r i m e n t  a  v e r i f i c a t i o n  v i s i t  h a s  b e e n  made t o  a n  a r t i l l e r y

munition depot.

breover, the  competent  author i t ies  in  the  .Wviet Union are  naw prepar ing

t h e i r  p r o p o s a l s  o n  t h e  madalities, d a t e s  a n d  l o c a t i o n  sites fo r  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of chemica l  weapons . The  t o t a l  c apac i t y  o f  t he se

f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  e n a b l e  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  i t s  s t o c k p i l e s  w i t h i n  t h e

t i m e - p e r i o d  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  d r a f t  c o n v e n t i o n . In  thi8 c o n t e x t  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o

emphasize that  we are  guided by an old  negot ia ted  and aqreed provis ion on the  need

for ths mandatory complete elimination of all  chemical weapons between the second

and  the  t en th  yea r s  a f t e r  the en t r y  i n to  fo r ce  o f  t he  conven t i on .

At  the  same t ime we .see that  the  task of  working  out  the  proqrammes for  the

destruction of chemical weapons is not a simple one, It will  h e  n e c e s s a r y  tc

re so lve  a  who le  t anqe  o f  i s sues  o f  munitl0n.s  t r an spo r t a t i on ,  dismantling  and

d e s t r u c t i o n . P r io r i t y  at.tention  ha t o  h e  p a i d  h e r e  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . Fa i l u r e  t o  t ake  i n to  accoun t  ma t t e r s  o f  public  r e l a t i ons  ha s  co s t

us  dear ly  a t  the  ini tial s taqes  of  the  const ruct ion of  the  chemical  weapons
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d e s t r u c t i o n  f a c i l i t y  n e a r  t h e  c i t y  o f  Chapayevsk. Heeding the demands of the lucal

communi ty  the  Cbvernmant  of the  Sovie t  Union waS pressed to  take  a dec is ion  to

conver t  the  fac i l i ty  in to  a  chemical -weapons  des t ruct ion t ra in ing centre  which

w o u l d  use o n l y  i m i t a t i o n  c h e m i c a l  aqentS r a the r  t han  t he  nctual  conbat aqents,

We bel ieve  tha t  in  te rns  t ional  codpera t ion  in  the  f ie ld  of the  dest ruct ion Of

chemical  weapons  could  al.so he par t icular ly  helpful ,

In general  we bel ieve that  the  convent ion  on  the  prohih i  t ion  of  chemical

WeapnFl  should he concluded within the next year or two, and we hope that the

Genera l  Assembly a t  th is  Sess ion wil l  ca l l  for  the  ear ly  conclusion Of that

convention.

In  a  few days  the  Firs t  Commit tee  wi l l  proceed to  another  important  s tage of

i ts  work,  namely, t h e  consideration  o f  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  a c t i o n  o n  tibem.  I

should  l ike  to  express  the  hope  that  th is  year  we  wil l  he  able  to  reach a  high

level  of common  unders tanding and throuqh i t  proceed to  an  expanded range of

p r a c t i c a l  s t e p s . T h e  &Soviet  d e l e q a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  this e n d  i n  every way  i t

can.

Mr l  AMAR (Morocco) (interpretation from French) # Permit me firat to

convey to Mr. Taylhardat  of  Venezuela  the  hear t fe l t  conqratula  tions Of mY

deleqattOn  o n  h i s  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  chairmanShip  o f  t h e  FirSt Ccmmittee. I  a lso wish

tc congratula te  the  o ther  memhers  of  the  Bureau. We are convinced that under the

leaderShip  of Mr. Tay lha rda t  t he  FirSt  Committca  w i l l  c o n c l u d e  i t s  w o r k  w i t h

eff ic iency and Success . The delegation of Morocco would like to assure him that he

can rely O n  itS SUPpOrt  ant co-peration  i n  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  hiS taSks.

The year 1989 has been a year of qreat hopes for the international community I

a  year  that  has  hcen marked by sus ta ined dialoque  and effect ive detdnte  be tween the

two  great  Powers  and their  a l l ies . After  concluding the  Treaty  on the  e l iminat ion

Of  i n t e rmed ia t e - r ange  and  sho r t e r - r anqe  miSsileS  - the  INF  Trea ty  - i n
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Decemhar  1987,  the  two qreat  powera  have cont inued the i r  d ia logue,  includinq  talks

o n  arm c o n t r o l . T h e  Americans and  t h e  ,SovietR Al ike  hsve rea f f i rmed  their

commitmnt t o  c u t  h y  h a l f  t h e i r  s t r a t e g i c  n u c l e a r  arSenAlA. The delegat ion  of  the

Kingdom of rubrocco  welcomea  and wishes  to  encouraqe the  in tensi f icat ion Of

neqotiationa  under way between the United States And the Soviet Union on A

r e d u c t i o n  of  strateqic  nuclahr  weApona  A n d  o n  A  nuclear-teat  hAn. The end qoal is

general  and complete  disarmament  under  effect ive  intacnational  control*

Whenever thece is progress in weapons technology, new insecurity ensues and a

new impetus  1s q iven to  the  arms sector . T h i s  c l e a r l y  showa t h a t  i t  iA n o t

po-ihle  t o  g u a r a n t e e  s e c u r i t y  t h r o u g h  over-arminq. I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,

not  only  to  Adopt  disarmament  measures  hut  alsa to  realize qenera l  and complete

disarmament. The INP Treaty signed  in 1.987 hetween Moscow and Washington clearly

s h o w s  t h a t  i t  in posRihle  t o  ove rcome  many  t echn i ca l  d i f f i cu l t i e s . The Moroccan

deleqAtiOn  WelComeff  the in i t ia t ives  which have been taken in  the  las t  four  yeate

with mqArd to the START neqotiA tions And underground nuclear teRtS. These

e f f o r t s ,  as well aa t h o s e  tAkinq p l a c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  conventionel  d i s a r m a m e n t ,

are positive startinq-points leading to a new momentum and A  new dynamic which One

c a n  a l ready  f e e l  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relat.ionR.

There  is no  n@d to  empha.size  the  many l inks  between the  two key problems  of

today, disermament  and development. I t  i9 i n d e e d  undeniAhle  t h a t  proqresS  t o w a r d s

qeneral  Anri  comple te  diRarmam?n t  would  open up  new proRpecta  for  mce rapid

socio-economic development,

T h e r e  in no need t o  r e p e a t  t h a t  50 m i l l i o n  tc\ 1 0 0  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t

t h e  w o r l d  ate e n g a g e d ,  i n  c,ne  way  or a n o t h e r ,  In m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  n o r  m u s t  we

forget  t h a t  t h e  mi.litAry indu.stry on A yearly hA.sin  p r o d u c e s  approximately

$lSO b i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f  equipmnt  i n t e n d e d  f o r  WAC.  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t i m e  f o r  t h e
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in ternat ional  commun i ty  to  recoqnise  the  need  to  place dirarmamnt at tf.1 SetViOe

of developnen  t . Morocco i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  w e l c o m e s  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t a k e n  b y  t h e

Secretarydsneral  t o  c o n v e n e  a  c o n f e r e n c e  n e x t  y e a r  t o  etudy the problem Of

armaments conversion and its connequencee.

T h e  rescwrcea  d e v o t e d  t o  a r m a m e n t s  a re  eerrential  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  dwelopment  and

p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  environmnt. S e c u r i t y  i s  n o t  o n l y  m i l i t a r y  i n  n a t u r e  f i t  mwt

he considered as  s whole  inc luding i t s  pol i t ica l ,  economic  and rooial  componenta,

and t he  aspect  of  coneervation  of the  envi ronment . saourity  muat n o t  h e  t h e

PreWMItiVe of the most powerful but shoul u  r a t h e r  he a  g u a r a n t e e  t o  a l l  p e o p l e 8  80

t h a t  t hey  mmy l i ve  i n  peace  and  s ecu r i t y .
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T h e  d@Cl4rA tion o!! t n a  t w o  nuper-Power4  o n  21 N o v e m h e t  1985 that �A  nUcleAr

War cannot he won And must never he fought� indicates that the two major Pawere Are

conoerned  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s s u m i n g  t h e i r  respOnsihilitY  i n

preventinq  a  n u c l e a r  war, Given the  progress  made in  the  laat  four years  i n

b i l a t e r a l  neqotiationn, w e  r e q r e t  t h e  l a c k  o f  proqrens  i n  m u l t i l a t e r a l  neqotiAtionfi

evident from the report of the Conference on LIlaarmament, which was introduced hy

Amhnssador  Renhimo of Morocco.

In th is  connect ion,  Morocco cont inues  to he  convinced of  ths  v i ta l  importance

of the Conference on Disarmalrmnt, t h e  sinqle m u l t i l a t e r a l  disArmAHE!nt  neqOtiAtinq

forum in the United Nations. It. cont inues  to  he  A key  forum in  the  f ie ld  of

disArmArmnt. IJiaarmanw?nt  ini  tiativss  i n  t h e  nccleer f i e l d  c a n n o t  h e  t h e  exclueive

preserve  of  o n l y  t w o  Stakes. T h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

community is imperative.

Firmly  eupportinq  on i t  d o e s  t h e  Fina l  D o c u m e n t  of t h e  f i r s t  spec i a l  s e s s ion

devotad  t o  d i s a r m a m e n t ,  h e l d  In 1978, Marocco w i s h e s  t o  e x p r e s s  i t s  reqret o v e r  the

absence  o f  siqnificont  proqresa i n  t h a  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  measures  ContAined  i n  i t s

Proqramms of Act ion.

IbRpite  many Appeals hy the General A~ac~rrhlv  concerninq the need to cancl  udo

treAtins o n  t h e  cewgntion  o f  nuclanr tt+RtR,  n o r e a l  proqreRA  ban hcten mnda  i n  that

finld other  than the  resumpt ion  of neqotiations  between the  two super-Powers .

Concludinq R nuclear-teat-han  trenty w o u l d  h e  A  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  .stoppir~I the

arms ram a n d  prevrsntlnq  nuclenr  pr0lif~rntion.

The proqress made rfxently  At t h e  Wyominq  mer?tinq i n  rcqard t o  p r o t o c o l s  on

v e r i f i c a t i o n  will n o  doubt. f a c i l i t a t e  rdtificetion  o f  t h e  1 9 7 4  �I�reAty  o n  the

T,imitAtion  o f  :JndRrqtOund Nunl~?ar  W e a p o n  TestA A n d  o f  t h e  1976 Treaty  i’Jn

llndt?rqrOUnd  N u c l e a r  PXplOsiOns  for Peace fu l  Pu rposes .
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T h e  F o u r t h  Review Confe rence  o f  the Partiea t o  t h e  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  TrmtY

W i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  Wrenqthaninq  t h e  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  regime.

NeveitheleRa, i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cooperation  o n  t h e  p e a c e f u l  uses o f  n u c l e a r  energy

muRt be a t renqthaned 80 tha t  dsvelopinq countr ies  msy have acce8a to the

tachnoloqies  that  are  needed for  promotinq  and developing nuclear  rrnerqy  with a

View t o  e c o n o m i c  a n d  social clevelopment.

Morocco remains convinced of the need to conclude  international arrangementa

guaranteeirq  t h e  Recurity of n o n - n u c l e a r  S t a t e s  aqainst t h e  u s e  o r  t h r e a t  o f  Use o f

nuclear weapons. Such arranqementa  would et renqthen  the  cu r ren t  ryetem of nuc lear

non-proli  fera t ion.

The  crention  01: denuclearixed  zonesi  ta a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t h a t  w o u l d  r e i n f o r m  t h e

Ryatem. I n  thiH c o n n e c t i o n ,  TRrnel, whoBe n u c l e a r  c a p a b i l i t y  n e e d  n o  longer  he

p r o v e n ,  continuam  t o  refune t o  Ruhmit itA n u c l e a r  installations  t o  the

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A t o m i c  PdICrqy  Aqency  aafequarAR, thufi canpromiaing  effort8 aimed a t

natabliRhinq  a denuclearixad  z o n e  i n  the M i d d l e  FhJe!t a n d  incretaeinq t h e  riskr o f

n u c l e a r  prol.iferntion  or, a  v e r y  a c t i v e  reqion.

A  Rimil.ar Rituation  perRiRta i n  A f r i c a , where  the  nuclear  capability  of South

A f r i c a  very ri\er iou~ly throatsnn the  peace and secur i ty  of t he  cont inent . T h e

(%naral  A~~errhly  has slrgariy  a d o p t e d  A  reeol ution  wi th  r ega rd  t o  mak ing  t he  Af r ican

con tinen  t a nuclear-weapon-free  zone l The international community should

co -ope ra t e  w i th  Af r i can  $t:R tes t o  avert t h e  S o u t h  Af r ican  nuc l ea r  t h r ea t  a n d  t o

make Africa a nuclear-wenpon-free  zone.

T h e  riRk o f  extendinq  t h e  arm8 r a c e  t o  outer frpace ia a n o t h e r  source  o f

concern  to the in tcrncs t ional cammuni ty . Morocco a t taches  the  grea  teRt i m p o r t a n c e

to t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  Conferrencft  o n  Disarmament  i n  t h a t  f i e l d  a n d  eupport8  b r o a d e r

Internation&L co+pPrat.ion  i n  t.hat area. T h e  exiRtinq  reRtrictionR o f  t h e
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in t e rna t i ona l  l ega l  s y s t e m  a re  no t  su f f i c i en t  and  do  n o t  app ly  t o  a l l  types of

weapons  ays terns.

Conventional diaarmament ia alao a matter of concern. Morocco haa

p e r i o d i c a l l y  streaeed t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c o n v e n t i o n a l  disarmament  i s  e s s e n t i a l  a n d

should  be pursued  wi th  urgency aa par t  and parcel  of  the  overal l  process  of

diearmament  i n  w h i c h  a l l  States s h o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  aCtiVelYa

brOCC0  WelComeEi the fact that the Disarmament Commission is making a thorough

study of  problem8 re la t ing to  convent ional  d isarmament  and regret8  tha t  i t  wau no t

in  a  pos i t ion  to  reach aqreement  on  tha t  i ssue  a t  the  1989 sess ion,

Morocco continues to promote the conclua ion of a comprehensive, universal and

verifiable convention  on the  prohib i t ion  of  the  development ,  production,

stockpiling and use of chemical weapons. In  th is  connect ion ,  i t  welcomes  the

resul ts  Of the  Conference on the  prohibi t ion  of  these  weapona he ld  in  Paris in

January 1989. The Final Declaration adopted by consensus by the 149 Statea

ParticiPatinq  in the Conference shows the firm commitment of almost all of the

in ternat ional  communi ty  to  the  ear ly  e l iminat ion of  chemical  weapons.

MOroccO  welcomes the Government-Industry  Conference against Chemical Weapons

held  in  Canberra  in  September  1989 and,  LI par t icular ,  suppor ts  the  Declara t ion

adopted by industry at the Conference.

The ro le  of  the  IJnlted  NatiOnR in  the  f ie ld  of  d isarmament  is  3  mat ter  of  the

utmost  impartance. Morocco is convinced that, in accordance with the purposes and

p r i n c i p l e s  e n s h r i n e d  i n  t h e  a:hatter, the Uni ted  Nat ions  should  cont inue tn p lay  a

c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  disarmamnt. The General Assembly and its subsidiary

b o d i e s  mrst con t inue  t o  p l ay  t he i r  r o l e  a s  fo rums  fo r  delfbet3tion. The Fi rs t

Commit tee ,  in  par t icular , should  cont inue  to  p lay  i t s  ro le  as  the  Main  Commit tee

r e spons ib l e  f o r  ques t i ons  o f  d i s a rmamen t  and  r e l a t ed  i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y  i s sue s .
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h i n  t h e  paat, t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  MOCOC~,  p l e d g e s  i t s  f u l l  SuPPort to the Committee

i n  t h e  oonduct of  i t s  work  fo r  i n t e rna t i ona l  p e a c e , secur i ty  and co-operat ion.

Mrs .  SAWADOGO  (Burk ina  Faso )  ( i n t e rp re t a t i on  f rom French ) :  Wi th  t h e

m8SSiVe accumulation of the most powerful weapons ever produced owing to the

nuclear arms race, mankind is  a t  present  fac ing an unprecedented threat of

destructioq. I t  i s  now widely acknowledqed  that  d isarmament ,  in  par t icular  nuclear

diaarma ment  , should  be seen as  a  mat ter  of  top pr ior i ty  and of  vi ta l  importance for

mank intl. D i sa rmamen t  i s  t h e  r e spons ib i l i t y  o f  a l l  S t a t e s . I t  i s  t h e

nuclear-weapon Sta tes  that  are  chief ly  responsible  for  quaranteeinq nuclear

disarmament and, t o q e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a r i l y  siqnificant  S t a t e s ,  f o r  h a l t i n g

and reveesinq the arms race.

T h e  complete  d e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  weapopns  i s  t h e  k e y  t o

f u l l  s e c u r i t y . The declara t ion of  the  two major  Powers ,  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  and the

Soviet Union, that nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought enjoys hroad

suppor t .

All  States  must  co-operate  in  order  to  adopt  concre te  and appropr ia te  measures

in  order  to  prevent  the  outbreak  of  nuclear  war and to  prevent  the  use of nuclear

weapons.

The new dynamism of relations between the United States and the Soviet Union,

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  s i g n i n g  and en t ry  i n to  fo rce  o f the  Treaty  on the  El iminat ion of

Their  In termediate-Range and Shor ter-Range Miss i les  - the INF Treaty,  is  a

promisinq  s i g n . That  aqreemnt  and the  thaw in  the  re la t ions  between the  two

super-Pcmers has qencrated A  mood of co-operation and detente and has helped

re so lve  s eve ra l  r eq iona l  and  l oca l  con f l i c t s .
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The agreement is evidence of the political will of those two countries to curb

the danger to mankind posed by the arms race. We must none the less note that the

danger persists because the means of waging a necessarily fatal war are

increasingly abundant and sophisticated. The arms race, particularly in the

nuclear sphere, runs counter to the efforts made to achieve a further relaxation of

international tensions and establish international relations based on peaceful

coexistence and trust bePreen all States and to enhance cooperation and

international Gtente. The success of disarmament negotiations is of crucial

interest to all the peoples of the world. That is why it is the duty of all States

to contribute to disarmament efforts.

Nuclear disarmament began with the INF Treaty. The ongoing efforts to reduce

by 50 per cent the offensive strategic arms of the Soviet Union and the United

States, the guest for a solution to the problem of nuclear testing, the preparation

of a convention on chemical weapons, and the positive attitude of the participants

in the negotiations on conventional forces in Europe and on confidence-building

measures are all new, positive realities.

However, it must be said that the present negotiations on disarmament do not

provide.for the complete elimination and destruction of the weapons concerned. In

most of the bilateral negotiations between the super-powers the proposals are

limited to reductions in the vast arsenals that have accumulated. While the

agreement on intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles is to be welcomed ,as the

beginning of a process leading to general and complete disarmament, it must be

admitted that such missiles account for only 4 per cent of the world’s total

nuclear stockpiles.

Burkina Faso associates itself with all disarmament initiatives, and welcomes

the progress made in disarmament negotiations that led to the entry into force of
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the INF Treaty and to an agreement in principle on a 50 per cent reduction of the

Strategic nuclear arsenals of the United States and the Soviet Union. In the

interest of the international community, it is necessary that all States co-operate

in efforts to achieve the goal of nuclear non-proliferation, by preventing the

emergence of new nuclear-weapon States and gradually reducing and eventually

totally eliminating nuclear weapons.

The Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) offers an opportunity for strengthening

the non-proliferation re’gime and opening up the prospect of universal,adherence,

We encourage all States that have not yet done so to adhere to the NPT. Burkina

Faso also associates itself with the initiative concerning amendment of the 1964

Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under

Water. We support the convening of a conference to amend the Treaty so as to

transform it into a treaty banning all nuclear-weapon tests.

While nuclear disarmament is epsential, it is also necessary to make

substantial cuts in conventional armaments. In this conneotion, those countries

with the largest military arsenals and the metiers of the two principal military

alliances - the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Warsaw Treaty

Organization - must strive to reduce conventional armaments and press ahead with

neqotiations on these weapons. We welcome the commencement of negotiations on the

reduction of conventional forces in Europe and the continuance of confidence- and

security-bailding measures in Europe. The Vienna talks on the reduction Of

conventional forces in Europe are continuing in a positive vein and we look forward

to the early conclusion of an agreement on conventional forces on those forces.

The arms race in space pose,c a great threat to all mankind and helps to

exacerbate the existing insecurity. Burkina Faso supports the idea of closer
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l  co-peratian i n  t h i n  f i e l d , It ie raaential t o  c a l l  f o r  t h e

CeHBatim o f  t h e  arma r a c e  i n  aprco ,  w h i c h  m u r t  h e  u s e d  strictly for  peace fu l

purpoeea for  t h e  benofit of  a l l  mank ind . T h e  Rpace Powers  should  n e g o t i a t e  an

international agreement proh ib i t ing  apace weapma.

At the Parir Conference on the Prohibition of Chemical WeaponR,  in

January  1989, t h e  EMrticipantr  unanimounly  c a l l e d  fo r  the  cnnclutaion  w i thou t  de l ay

o f  a  c o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e  prohibitian  o f  t h e  developnMbnt,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  NtOCkP!1.inclt

scauisition  and tranefar of chemical weapana ,  and o n  t h e i r  d s w t r u c t i o n . T h e r e  in

a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ConlenouB i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  canp le t e  and  f i na l  e l im ina t ion  o f !

chemical weapons, The Par in Conference on chemical weaponu  gave a Fltrong ~01iticol

impetue t o  t h e  negotiatianr tn t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  Dirarmmnt, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r o u g h

the RoleIln  r ea f f i rma t ion  o f  t he  va l id i ty  of  the  Geneva P r o t o c o l  of  1 9 2 5 ,  w h i c h

prohibit9 t h e  uee i n  w a r  o f  afiphyxiating gaueu e n d  trsrcteriologl.cal  mthodo  o f

warfare. W e  p a y  a  tribute  t o  t h e  t w o  super--era  f o r  t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  w o r k

t o q e t h e r  t o w a r d s  t h e  r ap id  c o m p l e t i o n  of  a  univerBa1,  ef fec t ive ly  verFCiahle

convent ion.

My c o u n t r y  nupportR  ~11 i n i t i a t i v e s  deaiqned  t o  lead t o  qenetai a n d  c o m p l e t e

dinarmarrrent.  and  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  a l l  S t a t ee . Africa  in f a c e d  today

with  a  p&rt~cularly  aerioufi  p r o b l e m  - the d u m p i n g  o f  n u c l e a r  and i n d u s t r i a l  wastee

i n  A f r i c a . Th!a i s  a m o r t a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h u  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t ,  w h i c h  a l r e a d y  Ruffarfl

soverely  f r o m  d r o u g h t ,  deuertificatian  a n d  o t h e r  diffaatera. At  the  l3asel

Conferr?nce, Africa placed on record  i t s  concernu  and rtxprea.sed  reservn tionA wl th

r ega rd  t o  t he  increaeinq  t r anehounda ry  mo{rementA of  t ox i c  wastea. We be1 iave that

f rank  cooperation b e t w e e n  a l l  States  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e  to f i nd  app rop r i a t e

s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t ,  transfer, e n d  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  Flush wdRt.ea, a n d  w e  l o o k

forward to  the  adopt ion hy conRenaus  of  a decis ion  to  tha t  end .
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The es tabl ishment  of  nuclear-weapon-free  zonea in  var io~rr  part8  of thth World

iB a n  i m p o r t a n t  d i s a r m a m e n t  measure w h i c h  helps t o  r t r e n q t h e n  w o r l d  s t a b i l i t y  a n d

aecuri ty . I n  thie c o n t e x t , no  nuclaar weapon muet ever  be BbPlOYd  in

nuclear-weapon-free te r r i tor ies . The nuclear-weapon States should guarantee that

non-nuclear-weapon States wil l  never  be threatened or  a t tacked wi th  nUCleQr

weapona. The Canrr:ol  Aaoe~ly  has adopted a resolution aimed at making the African

c o n t i n e n t  a  nuc lea r -weapon- f r ee  Zone. B u r k i n o  Faeo aesociatrs  itaelf w i t h  t h e

appeal  to all  States by reprrsentatfvsr of African countrier who have rpoken

ea r l i e r  t o  c o m b i n e  the ir  efforta t o  p r e v e n t  ,)outh Afr ica  f rom dsvelapin9

nuclear-weapon  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  t o  ensure  t h a t  A f r i c a  beconwe 3 n u c l e a r - w e a p o n - f  roe

zone.

T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conunur.tty  m\idt  intiuneify  ima efforts t o  b r i n g  abut t h o

l i m i t a t i o n , r e d u c t i o n  srd e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  ac’Mmente, s o  that i t  cbvl  use crll  ito

eCCnOmic  etrength and t e c h n i c a l  experties t o  contrfbut+ t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f

Member  States and to in  terna t ional co-opera tion. Rapid progress  A n  b o t h

disarmament  and development  are eeaential  co  qenlline, laeting peacrt and rllecur i ty in

an in terdepen&l  t world , Dftiarmamn t and developmsn t  are  two of  the  moat Preaein9

chsllenqehl  facing  the world today. W o r l d  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  cI\i�l  have  i r r epa rab l e

consecuencea  fo r  mankind in  view of  thti gr*vi  ty of  t he  pretsent  world  e c o n o m i c

aitua tion. W o r l d  m i l i t a r y  s p e n d i n g  irr i n  s t r i k i n g  t+ontraet t o  sconomlc a n d  s o c i a l

underdevelopment and the wrfitchedneoa find poverty of lmre tzhm  two thirds Of

mank  ind.
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I t  la t h e r e f o r e  esrential  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  l i n k  disarmament

and development. It is widely acknowledged today that over-armament and

underdevelopnmn t  are both  threa te  to  international  peace and secur i ty . Burkina

Fauo winhea  tc reiterate here  its ful l  support  for  t he  programme of  action adopted

bj the International Conference on the Relationship between Dinarmament and

Development ,  which providea  for  t he  eetabl iehment  of ins t i tu t ional  and f inancia l

machinery for  the t ransfer  of  reeourcefl  saved aa a result of disarmament  measure*

towardA economic  and socia l  development  ac t iv i t ies .

I t  is  new tinm to  eatahl ieh  a new order baaed on  sj trict respect  for  t he

pr inciplee  of the Charter, t h a t  is, peacefu l  coexietence,  t he  non -use  o f  f o r ce ,

n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  i n t e rna l  a f f a i r8  o f  S t a t e s ,  gene ra l

and complete dirrarmament and t.he complete and general elimination of nuclear

weapons and other weapons  of maaa der truct ion. Aa we read in the

Secretary-Gsneral’s report, �Progre!m  towards arms limitation and disarmament

demands pereietence  and considerable hard work”. ( A / 4 4 / 1 ,  P. 13)

The  rcle of  the  Uni ted  Nations in  the  disarmament  f ie ld  la an impor tant  one.

We are  convinced that ,  in  keeping wi th  t he  purposes  and pr inciples  of  the Charterr

the Unibed Nation8  muet play a central role in the disarmament field, In  o rde r  t o

c r e a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  euccem of  t he  d i s a rmamen t  p roces s ,  a l l  State8

muat comply  etrictly w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nations  Cha r t e r . They muat

r e f r a i n  f r o m  a n y  a c t  detrimntal  t o  t h e  aucceus  o f  disarmament  effortw a n d  t h e y

m u s t  Rhow a  ccnRtructive  a t t i t u d e  t o  neqotiations  a n d  t h e  pclitical  w i l l  n e e d e d  f o r

aqreement to he reached. In ternat ional peace and securi ty ,  i f  they are  to  he

lastinq,  c a n n o t  b e  f o u n d e d  o n  an  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  armament8 h y  military alliances,

and i t  cannot  he  main ta ined by  the  precar ious  pol icy  of  de ter rence  emhodled in  t he

va r iouo  mi l i t a ry  doctrinee. I t  i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the

gyutcm o f  s e c u r i t y  provi&d  f o r  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r  md b y  r a p i d l y  md s u b s t a n t i a l l y
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reducing armarnente  and armed forces th rough  in ternat ional  a,greembntr  and by rmtual

example that true and laatinq international peace can be achieved. T h i s  i n  t u r n

would lead to general and complete disarmament under effective international

c o n t r o l ,

International development8 have shown that the concept of security and the

ideas  under ly ing i t  must  he  re-xamined, Security enccnnpamaee  not only military

and poll tical  elements, but also economic and social elements. Underdevelopment

and the worsening prospects for development, had management and the scruaderiw  of

r e sou rce s  a r e  a l so  de t r imen ta l  t o  s ecu r i t y . W e  a r e  pleased t h a t  t h e  ddtente  i n  t h e

r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  grea t  Powera, t h e  siqnif icant ebhinq  o f  t h e  c o l d  wart t h e

proqreas mrrde in  the  disarmament  neqot ia t iona  and the  negot ia ted  aettlemsnt  of

r e g i o n a l  conflict6  a r e  a l l  harbinqers, aa it  were, of a new philosophy of relations

between States, one promating  better understanding and confidence and alao a more

promising fllture for the whole of mankind.

Mr. DIEmE (German Derrocratic  Republic) # Problem of  convent ional

disarmament rightly occupy a central position on the disarmament aqenda.

Commitment  to  peace  makes  i t  imperat ive  alRo tc reduce  those  arsenals down to  a

level  where  ul t imately  the  threat  of  war  would he  haniehed. FIeq ional neqot ia t iona

s e r v e  t h a t  goal, a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n n  nuat contribute  i t s  ahare.

Last  year , t h e  C&era1 Assembly a d o p t e d  f o u r  reeolu tiona o n  au1 te d i f f e r e n t

aspects of conventional disarmament in order to generate momentum. M a n y  a n  ef fo r t

has been under taken in  the  Disarrnarnent  Commiaeion to  make ful l  use of  the  exis t ing

po ten t i a l  f o r  ag reemen t  and  g r a d u a l l y  t o  r educe  p r eva i l i nq  d i f f e r ences . We believe

tha t  t he  r e l evan t  Gene ra l  Assembly r e s o l u t i o n a  a n d  t h e  Secre t a ry -Genera l � s  s tudy  o n

convent ional  d isarmament  conta ined in  document  A/39/348 provide,  hy and large,  a

so l id  f r amework  fo r  p roq re s s  i n  diacuRRing  these i s sues  fu r the r .
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Aa to the work of the Diearmnmnt  Commiaeion, there is a comrrr>n awareness  -

which we ahare - o f  t h e  d i f f i cu l t y  i nvo lved  i n  e s t ab l i sh ing  ag reed  and  gene ra l l y

va l id  principlee  fo r  q l o b a l  c o n v e n t i o n a l  disarmament. A f i r s t  a t ep  i n  t h i s

d i r e c t i o n  w o u l d ,  i n  my c o u n t r y � s  v i e w , he the  ident i f ica t ion  of those  e lements  to

which al l  a ides  could  subscr iber  those  e lements  would  then serve  114  a baeie for a

s t ructured and substant ive  d iscueaion. We feel  tha t  a  meaningful  d iscuss ion could

b e  h e l d  o n  t h e  followinq  topica: the cot rela t ion between nuclear and conven t ional

diearmamentl  the  connect ion  between the  s t rengthening of in ternat ional  secur i ty  and

conven t iona l  diearmament  I the  connec t ion  between the  aocio~conomic development  of

States  and convent ional  disarmament!  the consequence8  of  new technological

developments  for  the  arms race  in  the  conven t iona l  f ie ld  and for  convent ional

diearrnamentl  the  connect  ion  between  t ransparency,  openness ,  conf idence-bui ld ing and

convent ional  disarmarrsntr and in ternat ional  arms t ransfers  and convent ional

disarmament,

Conventional  f o r c e  r e d u c t i o n s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  urqent  i n  E u r o p e ,  t h e  c o n t i n e n t

with the highest weapon denei ty in the world. Joint ly  wi th  the  other  Warsaw Pact

S ta tes ,  the  German Democrat ic  Hepubl.ic has  added it8 cont r ibut ion  for  the  Vienna

negot ia t ions  on  convent ional  armed forces  in  Europe, which started in  March th is

yea r ,  and  i t  h a s  s u b m i t t e d  q u i t e  a  few proposals s o  t h a t  t h e s e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  are

conducted in  a substant ive , concrete and speedy fashion. W e  a r c !  doinq t h i s  t o

strenqthen s tabi l i ty  and .securi ty  in  Europe throuqh the  establ ishment  of  a  balance

of conven t iona l  f o r ce s  a t  eve r  l ower  levels/  t o  c r ea t e  Mre s e c u r i t y  and

p red i c t ab i l i t y  w i t h  c u t - h a c k s  i n  a rmed  forcea a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  armament31  t o

g radua l ly  r educe  d i spa r i t i e s  a n d  a s y m m e t r i e s  In the mil i t a ry  f i e ld  i n  Europet and

tc redlICe  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  reITOve capabilities  f o r  s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  a n d  large-scale

ofPensive oper3 t ions.
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T h i a  ita aleo t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  mtivr  o f  t h e  oanprahrnrivr  md fat-rwohinq

propoealrr  advanced by the Warsaw Paut on reduotionr in five wvponr oategorirr  and

in  the  numerica l  rtranqth of armed forces .
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No doubt thorn aeo ambi tioua qoa la - the mre 80 since t h e  c u t s  w o u l d  a f f e c t

roma 2  m i l l i o n  troopa, tons of thouaande of tanks, armoured troop carriera and

a r t i l l e ry  ryatemr ad thouscndn  of  comba t  a i r c r a f t  and  comha t  he l i cop t e r s  o f  t he

two military allianorr in Europe. I muat m e n t i o n  h e r e  t h a t  j u s t  r e c e n t l y  t h e

Qerman Damocra  tia Ibpublia, on behalf of the Warsaw Treaty StateR, has submitted a

cOmPCOmia0  proporal  aimed a t  h r i n g i n q  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  on  tact ica l  or  f ron t a l  av i a t i on

and aombat heliaoptrrr  clorer together.

*nerallY  aPeakingr  a t  Vienna the  two s ides  have in  recent  weeka narrowed

t h e i r  differancee i n  the n e g o t i a t i o n s . De t a i l ed  propoaala  by  b o t h  nidaa are o n  the

t a b l e . Y e t  w e  oannot f a i l  to note t h a t  IJopitions  o n  quitcr  8 f e w  major iaeue~  a r e

8 t i l l  wib apar t . I  a m  t h i n k i n g  o f ,  f i r s t , the  Inclusion  of  a l l  armed forces  in

manpower  cei l ings ,  a8 well  am separate  oeilinqa  for al l  forcos  s ta t ioned on  t he

t e r r i t o ry  Of  o the r  countrier)  s econd ly , I  have  i n  mind  t h e  c o u n t i n g  rule8 for, and

P r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i o n  of ,  wetapone  eyetenm, includinq  t h o e e  s t o r e d  i n  depotffr  t h i r d l y ,

I  a m  r e f e r r i ng  t o  t he  rubdiviaion  of  t h e  area  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n t o  reqions  and ,

lastly, Verification  ireues  a n d  rtatilizing  m6a8ure8,  a s  w e l l  a s  d a t a  a n d

informn  tion exchanges.

Wi th  regard to  manpower  cei l inga, we would hold tha t  tho8o ouqht  to  inc lude

a l l  armd force8 i n  E u r o p e  m d  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  cef.linq.cl should b e  set f o r  a l l .  troops

s t a t i o n e d  o u t s i d e  n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r s  s o  a s  t o  mver  n o t  j u s t  S o v i e t  a n d  U n i t e d  StateA

t roops , I n  o u r  vi- t h e  coun t i n q  r u l e s  f o r  weapona  systems A5ould  h e  laid down i n

euch (I w a y  t h a t  a l l  w e a p o n s  ayatem, incluive of  equipment i n  Rtocnqe, a re

a c c o u n t e d  f o r ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  b o t h  o v e r a l l  cc!ilinqs  and reqional  sublimits.

The Warsaw Treaty States have submitted two concrete proposals on the regional

subdivis ion  of  the  area of  appl icat ion. �Inwards  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t h i r d  r o u n d  af

n e g o t i a t i o n s  a t  V i e n n a  our s i d e  a d v a n c e d  detaIled ideas or1 d a t a  exch,3nqc, on
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v e r i f i c a t i o n  rdgimer  and on  wha t  are known  an  a d d i t i o n a l  atahiliffing mesaurea. All

those moves go to #how that the War saw Treaty approach is truly a flexible one,

S t i l l ,  rmch romainfi t o  h e  d o n e  t o  qive s u h n t a n c e  t o  w h a t  t h e  l eaders  of  e i t h e r

a l l i ance  have  s t aked  ou t  aa a  g o a l , namely ,  reachinq  a n  i n i t i a l  a g r e e m e n t  h y  t h e

end of 1990. There fore, WB fu l ly  suppor t  the  idea  of  accelerating the pace of

negot ia t ions  through pol i t ica l  impetus,  which could he  der ived,  for  example ,  f rom a

meet ing a t  the  fore ign-minim ter  level  in  the  spr inq  of  next year.

API i s  w i d e l y  k n o w n , the disbanding of nix tank regiments of the German

Democratic F&public�s  nat ional  armed forcea has  recent ly  been completed .  MY

coun t ry  hau t h u e  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  pa r t  of  t he  un i l a t e r a l  d i s a rmamen t

moves  i t  dec ided to  take  last  January, In  addi t ion ,  the  Wilhelm Pieck fiqhter  wing

O f  m y  coun t ry � s  a rmy  was decomniseioned  a t  Drewit  A i r  Base o n  25 October. T h a t  ie

a pract ical  dembnetration  of  our  professed commitment  to  peace and disarmament .  At

the  s ame  t i m e  i t  i s  a  manifestation  of  o u r  s e r i o u s n e s s  i n  acteking  t o  m a k e

reasonahle  sufficiency ,  e x c l u s i v e l y  o r i e n t e d  CXI clefenaive  l i n e n ,  t h e  b a s i s  o f

AeCucity  c o n c e p t s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  ;IR w e l l  aA o f  m i l i t a r y  potentials.

In tha t  con text  we apprecia te  tha t  a t .  the  negot ia t ions  on conf idence-  and

secur i ty-bui ld ing measurea  in  Europe agreement  was reached on holding a seminar  on

mil i t a ry  d o c t r i n e s  i n  January  1990. The seminar could help prorrrote the ongoing

negot ia t ion on convent ional  armed forces  and usher in  a process  of  des iqning new

defensive-security  c o n c e p t s .

The delegation of the German Denrscratic  Republic would wish to see the General

Assembly a t  th is  sess ion take decisions  that  would  serve  to  make headway in

conventional disarmament and conduce to maintaining momentum at the Vienna

n9qo t ia t ionA.
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Mr. HOHENFELLNER  (Austria) I In our  s ta tement  today we would like to

rlabora te  on  chemica l  as wel l  as  ha cter iological  (b io logica l )  weapons*

Ist me  s t a r t  b y  eva lua t i ng  i n  b r i e f  t he  events  of  this yea r  i n  t he  f i e ld  o f

chemical weapons. Aer a  f i r s t  ma jo r  even t ,  i n  J anua ry  1989  the  Pa r i s  Conference

clmrly s t a t e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cornunity  t o  a d v a n c e  moat

urgent ly  wi th  the  conclus ion  of  a chemic&l-weapons  ban. A t  t h e  Bame t i m e

r e c o g n i t i o n  was made  of  t he  f ac t  t ha t  a  number o f  po l i t i c a l ,  a s  we l l  a s  t e chn i ca l ,

uuestiona remain to be solved along the way l

W i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  of  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  Disarmament,  f o l l owing  a

diaappointlnq  year of negotiationn  and lack of  concrete  reeu l te  in  1988 a  new

impetlla  was given the talks in  1989. A  r ea son  f o r  t ha t  was  t he  be t t e r  organization

of the work of the W Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons, on the one hiad, snd, on

t he  other, the  po l i t i c a l  r e ad ine s s  o f  a  n u m b e r  of  S t a t ee  t o  ach i eve  subs t an t i a l

r e s u l t s .

Basic step8  forward cou ld  be taken on issues such aa the  procoto l  on

conf ident ia l i ty ,  the  protocol  on  inspect ions  and the  reorganiza  tion of the var  ioU6

liEIt8  O f  c h e m i c a l  substance8  s u b j e c t  t o  the d r a f t  c o n v e n t i o n .  P r e l i m i n a r y  a n d

h i g h l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  diecusaions  t o o k  p lace  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  c h a l l e n g e  i n s p e c t i o n

a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  orqanization.

Considerable new momentum was then gained in September by the convening of the

Canber ta Civernment-Industry  Conference against Chemical Weapons. T h a t  e x e r c i s e

provided the  nece.seary  means for  ensur ing that  the  chemical  industry  was on board,

a s  we l l .  as qiving i ndus t ry  r ep re sen t a t i ve s  wor ld  w ide  t he  f i rm  feeling tha t  their

concerns and propoei  tions were duly taken into account.

The  cont inuous bi la tera l  process between the  two super-Powers  in  this area led

f i r s t  t o  unde r s t and ings  ard t hen  t o  a  fo rma l ly  endo r sed  agreenwtnt  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t

Jack !iion  Ho1 8. I s sues  a t  s t a k e  w e r e  t h e  orde r  o f  de s t ruc t i on  o f  existtng s t o c k s ,
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i n s p e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  e a r l y  e x c h a n g e  of  da ta .  Sorrs p r e l im ina ry  d i s cus s ions

h a v e  sls0 t a k e n  p lace  o n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  chemical-wwapons  p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .

Al l  those  events  i n  1989 in  the  f ie ld  of  chemical  weapons f inal ly  qenerated  an

atmosphere  Of  expecta t ion wi th  regard to  the  ear ly  conclus ion of  a  qlohal

chemical-weapons convention, an expecta t ion  that  was  shared hoth  by the  pub1i.c at

l a rge  and  by  po l i t i c a l  l e ade r s . The logical question then seems to be: Where do

we stsnd  now? ,

ft seems to  Us that  two s teps  have to  be  taken in  the  near  fu ture . T h e  f i r s t

would  be  to  agree  on the  incorporat ion of  the  b i la tera l  secur i ty  concerns  Of  the

two super-Powers  into  the mult i la teral  f ramework. That  would give  a  fur ther

impetus  t o  t he  mu l t i l a t e r a l  t a l k s  a s  we l l  a s  he lp  to a v o i d  a  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e

achieved global consensus, The second step would then he to advance with work cn

the  draf t  convent ion as  quick ly  as  poss ible . By that we mean solving the

o u t s t a n d i n g  is8UeS as  r ap id ly  and  a s  t ho rough ly  arj passihle and  l eav ing  the  � f i ne

tuning� t o  e i t he r  a  con fe r ence  o f  S t a t e s  o r  a  spec i a l  s e s s ion  o f  t he  CGneral

Assenhly  to  be  convened once  work  on  the  text  of the  draEt convent ion  haR heen

concluded .
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Let us be uuite candid about  what we see emerging if those two steps are not

taken in due time. Instead of an effective and universal solution to the Question

of chemical weapons, there will be alternative systems  which do not make the

~Xi~Um  Contribution to international peace and security and to Confidence-building.

Wishing to contribute to the early conclusion of a chemical-weapons

convention, my country took an initiative at the forty-third session of the Ge.%?ral

Assembly aimed at the exchange of relevant information and data as well. as the

making of declarations on whether or not States pssess chemical weapons.

Formulations to those ends were included in resolution 43/74 C. Both before then

and since a number of States have put forward such information and made such

declarations, and it seems of great importance that all States join in these

efforts.

This year again my delegation has the honour to submit the draft resolution on

biological weapons. The work is well under way, and I want to express my sincere

thanks to the Australian and Netherlands delegations for their support.

Although we have not yet touched upon the auestion of non-proliferation, I

must state clearly that we are concerned about the possibility of the world-wide

spread of chemical as well as biological weapons. Our basic concern is that any

further spread of those weapons might create a psychological environment that would

favour their acquisition out of fear that the other side might have them.

Regarding biological weapons, we saw great merit in the endeavour of the

international community to conclude a biological weapons convention back in 1972 in

order to state a clear commitment. Likewise, we welcomed the follow-up war k

conducted in 1987, as a concrete outcome  of the Seond Review Conference, in 1986,

by a group of scientific experts of States parties to the Convention to elaborate

effective confidence-building measures.
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The recommendations on information and data exchange, which were later

repeatedly tindorsed  by General Assembly resolutions, seem to us to be a step in the

right direction. Moreover, they seem of particular importance, as the Convention

itself does not provide for any verification measures.

In this regard, the Secretary-General is reauested to prepare a report on the

implemention  Of confidence-building measures and to circulate it t0 States parties

to the Convention prior to the convening of the third review COnferenr?- In our

opinion, the report should be circulated before the forty-fifth session of the

General Assembly. In this context, my country is preparing an updated version Of

the information provided to the Secretary-General in 1987.

It seems to us that, since the Question  of verification is gaining

considerable momentum throughout all disarmament efforts world wide, especially in

the context of intermediate-ranqe  nuclear forces, it is the right moment t0

consider the possibilities for adequate verificarinn  provisions in the biological

warfare context. The basic groundwork was laid by the group of experts convened in

1987, but much more work lies ahead of us when considerinq  feasible and reliable

verification procedures, even on a preliminary basis.

Let me be auite clear in this regard: we are not expressing any mistrust of

the Convention’s r+ime  or the activities set so far by the international

community. However, it seems to be the riqht moment to consider  the principal

prohlem posed.

The draft resolution this year expresses the need for further consideration of

the work started at the Second Review Conference and referred to in article XII of

its Final Declaration. We think that the international community is thus able to

show its support for and readiness to consider, in the light of experience gained,

the possibilities of strengthening the biological weapons Convention.
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Likewise, note is taken of the decision taken by the international Community

in the Final Declaration of the Second Review Conference, in 1987, at the request

of a majority of States, to convene a third review conference not later than 1991.

COnCrete preparatory work is to be carried out in the course of next year and will

be reflected in next year’s General Assembly resolution.

In conclusion, I must say that we see any use of biological weapons as a

threat to international peace and security, and this, in our judgement, alS0

aE?PlieS  to any use of chemical weapons.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN: I remind metiers of the Committee once again that, in

accordance with the Committee’s decisions, the deadline for submission of draft

reSOlUtiOnS under the disarmament agenda items - items 49 to 69 and 151 - will

expire today at 6 p.m. I reiterate that it is my intention to adhere to that

deadline.

1 also wish t0 inform metiers that the following delegations are on the list

of speakers for this afternoon’s meeting: Thailand, Brunei Darussalam, Algeria,

the Lao People’s Derrocratic  Republic, Bulgaria and Sri Lanka.

The meeting rose at 12 noon


