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The  meet ing wau cal led  to  order  at 10.30  a.m.

AGENDA  ITEMS  49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)m-

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr . MAR�i�YNOV  (Ryelorusaian S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c )  ( i n t e r p r e t a t i o n

f corn Russ Ian) I The impact of scien ti fit and technological achievements on

international security is a problem that requires the international community�s

unflagging a t tent ion .

The  pss!bilities inherent in today�s  sc ient i f ic  and technological  proqrsea

arouse qreat hope that that proqress will help mankind solve many of it8 problems p

hut they also arouse fear that new discoveries and achievements could irrcreasinqly

threaten mankind �s  security and survival. In this raopect , the moat urqent  issue

14 t h e  miLitary appl ica t ion  of  the  sc ient i f ic  and  technoloqical  revo lu t ion .  T h e

problem of aualitative chanqe8  in armaments, which hrinq  them to an ent.ire1.y  new

Level ,  and of  the i r  impl ica t ions  for  universal  securi ty  takes on a new dimeneion.

The inner dynamic of  the  mndern arms race has  chanqed substant ia l ly  over  the

last  few years. In terms simply of numberR ,  compet i t ion  i s  receding into history,

owinq, t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t , to the arms-control and disarmament efforts Of the

international community.

AS experiencf? shws, i n  t he  f i na l .  ana lys i s ,  qual,itative  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n

weaponry fai l  to  yield  the most  souqht-after  resul t  - enhanced secur i ty . T h i a  ia

corroborated  by author1 ta t ivc ,  scholar ly  findinqs. For example, the Stockholm

Internat ional  Peace Research Ins t i tu te , i n  i t s  ana ly s i s  o f  expend i tu r e  on mil i t a ry

research and development - that analysis my he found in the Institute�s Yearbook

for 1987 - c o n c l u d e s  tha t  i t  is hiqhly  un l i ke ly  t ha t  theBe e f fo r t s  st rengthen

s e c u r i t y .
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(Mr. Martynov,  Ryelorurrian  SSR)

Moreover I developments  in  the  f ie ld  of  mil i tary technology increasingly  erOd0

s t r a t e g i c  a t a b i l i t y . The 38th Puqwaah Conference in 1988 noted that

�Much military research and development ir counterproductive because i t  tends

to increase  the deatructivenesa of weaponry, provoke countermearures,  and

undermine arms-control agreemento, ao well an divert mater ial and human

ref4Ourcea  from meeting real human needa.�

A large number c,f other negative coneeouences  could he included in the list.

The transfer of major decieion-makinq  and command-and-control functions to

artificial-intelliqence�syetems  e n t a i l s  t h e  r i s k  o f  c r i s i s  eituationr  g e t t i n g  o u t

of hand.

Rnerging  new warfare techniques, based on the development of the capahili  ty to

make numeroue accurate etrikes deep inside the �enemy� lines, tend to blur the

die tinction between offence and de fence ,  thus u n d e r c u t t i n g  t h e  baaia of  today�8

broadly  accepted idea  of mil i tary  doctr ines  and armed-force  s t ructures  that  are

s t r i c t l y  d e f e n c e - o r i e n t e d . T h e  intensive imprcvement  o f  weapons createa  a n

atmosphere  of  insecur i ty  and a  percept ion of  threat ,  which,  in  turn ,  may help  to

auatain ,  or  even increase, tens ions  and, thus,  have an adverse effect  on

disarmament offorts  and on current or future negotiations.

In  t h i n  c o n n e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  in an increaeinqly  urqent n e e d  t o  l i m i t  t h e  m i l i t a r y

appl ica t ion of  new dlecover ies  and of advancea  in  the  f ie lds  of  sc ience  and

technology. We reiterate our support for the weil-known proposals on the

prevent ion of  the use of  acien t i f ic  and technological  achievementa  for  the  PurPo*e

of developing new types and generations of weapons of maes deetruct.lon,  both

nuclear and non-nuclear, as well as of new types and systems of conventional

armaments,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  those  w i t h  e n h a n c e d  d e s t r u c t i v e  c a p a b i l i t y .
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(Mr. Martynov, Byelorunaian SSR)

Urgent  a tepa muat be  taken to  prevent  the  use of technology  lruch a8 genet ic

and l lectromaqnetic ryrtem in weaponry. Of course,  agreementa banning the

devr lopmnt  o f  weapon8 o f  theme typer wi l l  r eau i r e  app rop r i a t e  and  f a r - r each ing

v e r i f i c a t i o n  meanurea, The  t ime has come for  UQ to  ref lec t  on  measurer  tha t  would

prevent  the  prol i fera t ion of mirrilecl  and miraile  technology.

It ir necerllary  a l80 to  examine the quertion of  prohibit ing the use of

ba t t l e f i e l d  larer weapona  w h o a e  f u n c t i o n  la t o  b l i n d  t r o o p s . Such a han might be

k.Jrked  out either am an independent agreement or aa a protocol to a convention on

inhumane weapons.

Ehturally, there are area8 in  which the  mil i tary  appl ica t ion of  rcience  and

technology in capable  of  y ie ldinq positive renultaa improved surveillance and

moni to r ing ,  ve r i f i c a t i on ,  the  safe destruction  o f  armr  t ha t  a r e  be ing  e l im ina t ed ,

and 80 on. This, however, rhould not be regarded aa obvb ting the need to place

under control the  uee of sc ient i f ic  and technological  progreaa for  the  porpoae of

upqrading weapons.

In our opinion, what in of key importance here in a preventive approach that

wi l l  enable  UI to  corn,  to  an  agreemsnt on ways of  resolving  the  problem hefok6 i t

can get out of hand. Greater  openkeea too  haa a positive  role  to  play towardr

l imi t ing  the adverse impact  of  the  mil i tary  appl icat ions  of  sc ient i f ic  and

technical  achievements  on in ternat ional  secur i ty .

For many years now the Byeloruaaian SSR ha8 been workinq towarda having the

e f fo r t8  o f  States p o o l e d  au regards  a  pa r t i cu l a r  aspect of  t h i n  area . I  r e f e r  t o

prevention of the emergence of new types and aystema  of weapona  of mass

dertruct ion. In  th is  connect ion ,  re8olutions  eponnored by us have been adopted hy

the General ALlsembly  .
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(Mr. Mar tynov, Byelorussian  SSR)

Thank8  to  the  spirit of co-peration  and mutual compromise  displayed by many

State0 a t  t he  fo r ty - th i rd  ression of  t he  Gene ra l  Aaserrbly lant year ,  r e s o l u t i o n

43/72 - on the prohibition of the development and manufacture of now types Of

weapons of maes deattuction  and new ryrtem of such weapon8 - met with

nearsmrenclur  s u p p o r t . We regard thin an R new apprcech by Staten to complex

diearmament problem. We wirh to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to

al l  delega tiona involved in  th is  process. It ie o u r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  to work

toward8 conrenlrur  on  th is  impor tant  problem.

On the whole, after the third epecial  eeseion  of the General Aerembly on

di8atmamentr  Statea r t a r t ed  t o  pay  much  closer  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  i m p a c t  t h a t  t h e

mil i tary  appl icat ion of  rcientific  and technica l  achievementa my have on

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  security. That  ie par t icular ly  grat i fying to  the Byelotusaian SSR a8

the sponror of General Aerembly reeolution  37/77  B - on renunciation of the ube Of

new diecoveries  and scientific  and technologica l  achievemerbte  for  mili tary

purpose8 - adopted in 1982.

We believe that there ia now an urgent need for a syrr?emtic international

evaluation of the impact of ecient.if  ic and technological achievement8 on

international decur i ty, no thnt t imely recomnendationa  may be worked out to prevent

the use of new technology in the production of weapons!  and to qive the United

Nations adequate  functiona  in  thi8  context .
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T h a t  p r o b l e m  wae t h e  subject o f  Cnneral  Aeeembly t e e o l u t i o n  43/77  A,  rponaoted

by India. The Byeloruerian SSR was a oo-epanaor  of that resolution and responded

to  the Secretary-General �s  note  on the  iaeue (A/44/487/Add  -1) l

In our opinion, the divergence of views on the impact of rcience  and

technology on international recut1  ty empharizes rather then obvia tee the need fOC

an OXEwCt and ayrtematic  cons idera t ion  of the issue et the international  level ,  es

c a l l e d  f o r  i n  reeolution  43/77  A .

We ala0 bel ieve  tha t  ayrtemrJtic in ternat ional  evaluat ion wi l l  become

increasingly t o p i c a l  as we  advance  along the  pa th  o f  diearmnmnt,  s i n c e  t h e

emrgonce  of new or  upgraded mean8 of  warfare ir l ikely  to  play an incteaeingly

deatabilizing  role  againr t  the  background of  dwindl ing mil i tary  araenalaa

At the 8ame  time, we are convinced that measurer precluding the use of new

tochnologiee for the devrlopmnt of armr would promote pmcef  ul rcientific md

technological  orogreee  and c l ea r  t he  way fo r  apenners  and  paceful  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

co-poration  in  advanced area8 of science  and technology for  t.he tievelopnrtnt  and

economic  and socia l  progrene  of  al l  nat ions .

The CHAIIMAN  (interpretation f corn Spanish) 1 I  would like to express my

pleasurer an Chairman of the First Committee and aleo in my pernonal  capacity, at

seeing  ambnq  un Mrs. Leticia  Ramos-Shahani,  t h e  repreeentative  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s

in the First Committee, who will he the next speaker.

Mrs. RmOs-Shahani  la the Chairman of the Foreign &l:dtions  CorrPllittee of the

Phi l ippines  Senate , md between 1981 and 1986 was IJnited  Nations Aanistant

Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitar  Ian Af ta ir a. She wan aleo

Secretary-General of the World Conference to Review md Appraise the Achievemente

of the United Nation8  Decade for Women, held at Nairobi in 1985. I now call on

Mrr. Qamor-Shahani.
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MY~. RAMa-SHAHANI ( P h i l i p p i n e s )  I  A l l o w  m e  fitrt o f  a l l ,  S i r ,  t o

congratulate you on your unanimous  election an Chairman of the First Committee.

Theme  paat weeks have indeed confi rmeU to all  of ue your abilities as a akilled

diplomat md an authority on diaarmsrnsnt. I  should alao l i k e  t o  expteas  m y

p)rrcnal pl~euur  at  being aaaociated with  you again af ter  the  yeare we were

together  in  Vienna and in  your  capaci ty  aa the  Permanent  bpreaentative of your

country. I  s h o u l d  alao l i k e ,  o n  this occaeion,  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  b e a t  w i s h e r  o f  t h e

Philippinee  to  Venezuela ,  wi th  whom i t  sharee ties of hiapanidad.

1989 18 a year of co~emoratione  - eepecially  the  b icentennia l  of the  French

Revol u t ion, the  seventy-fifth  year  s ince  the  incept ion  of the  Fitrt World  War? and

the f i f t ie th  year  s ince  the  outbreak of  the  Second World  War. 1789, 1914 and 1939

were  yea r s  t ha t  r ema in  i n  mank ind � s  co l l ec t i ve  memory  aa anni mitabili  - year8  of

monumental eventa. Though each di f ferent  in  nature ,  a l l  three  event8 were

cataclysmic ,md  led  t6 new world  ordere .

Yet our  t imes  wi l l  alao perhape  go down in  h is tory  as an important  waterrhed.

Who would  indeed have  thought  tha t  such ctiaea as the Iran-Iraq war,  AfghaniEten

and Namihia ,  would be  ueeing the  heginninge of  a reaolu t ion  in  our  time6  after

decades  of  turmoilbO  ToUay, we are  eeeing  o t h e r  conflicta w i n d i n g  QW ti poeeible

eolutiona, a8 in Central America and Kampuchea, In Eastern Europe, we are

witneaaing  the  g radua l  re-establiehment  o f  p l u r a l i e m ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  w i l l

of the peoples, in what waa previously a monolithic bloc.

Yet  o ther  events temper  our  opt imism concerning the  wor ld  eituation.  In

Lebanon, the ttemndoue suffering of the people aontinuea  unabated. In  Pa l e s t i ne ,

people have been denied free expteeeion and self-detetminatlon,  a den ial of which

the  i n t i f adah  la b u t  a  mani fe s t a t i on . The hoatage crieie  is merely a aymptom of

the  impasse reached in  the  Middle  Eas t  tha t  hae l ed  to that  d i lemma.
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On a broader scene , we  see t h e  d e g r a d a t i o n  of  t h e  envircnfmnt,  t h e  thraat o f

AIDS, and overpopulation. Some developing oountries,  including the Philippines,

are et111 ree l ing  under  the  impact  of  the  debt  crisis, which to ue ie a form of

modern slavery.

When we turn to disarmament, we witneae  the double-edged trend present in the

wot ld today. On the one hand, we Bee the positive effect8  of an Improved

relationship  between the two super-Powers. With  the  advent  of such idear aa

pe t e r t ro ika  and  qlaenost, as w e l l  aB u n i l a t e r a l  dirarmarnsnt  ini tlativecl,  i t  h a s

become possible  to explore area8 of co*petation  and agreement. Thus  we have Been

the  Treaty  on tt,me  El iminat ion  c,f Intermdiate-Range and Shorter-Range Miseilea  -

INF Treaty - a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a  50  pe r  c en t  cu t  i n  s t r a t eg i c  o f f en r ive

weapons.

On the other hand, we see antinuing  research in the Strategic Defenee

I n i t i a t i v e , t he  t h r ea t  o f  non-obeetvance of  t he  T rea ty  on t h e  L i m i t a t i o n  o f

Anti-Ballietic  Missile  Systems, and  t he  pu r su i t  o f  t he  nava l  atma race . Continued

testing , se  well  as the  developmmt and ref inement  of  a l l  kinds of  weapons,

cont inue  to  take place . Chemical weapone are still employed and biological weapon8

s t i l l  d e v e l o p e d , while conventional weapons incteaee , become IK)re sophisticated  v

and  p ro l i f e r a t e .

We are at  a  stage when WC are  set t ing the f ramework for  the  next  century.  In

1990, my delegation looks forward to the Fourth Review Conference of the Partiee to

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, as  wel l  as to  the  proposal

fo r  a  con fe rence  ta amend  the  pa r t i a l  t e s t -ban  T rea ty .  The  l a t t e r  mOve  wou ld  make

a comprehanelve  tas t  ban poss ible  and would f inal ly  enable  UEI to  come closer  to  the

goal of abolishing all nuclear weapons by the year 2000.
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In  the  l i gh t  o f  t h i s , the Philippines delegation welcomes in principle the

ser ious  considerat ion and fur ther  s tudy of  the proposal  to  abol ish  a l l  mi l i tary

bases outaide  ter r i tor ies  of States by the year  2000 at  the  la tes t ,  a  proposal  made

by Cbneral  Secretary Mikhail  Gorbachev  on the unders tanding that  al l  amcetned  wi l l

respect  the pr inciples  of  non- intervent ion and the  sovereignty  of  Sta tes . It  would

thus be apptopt iate to make the 1990s the Third Disarmament Decade, as was proposed

last year md diecussed in the Disarmament Commissiorl.

Significantly,  1998 will  mark the hundredth y~et of Filipino emancipation

from, and culmination of our struggle against, a former colcnial  power cn our

shores. The Philippine Government ia thua seeking at present to review

atrangerrrents  for  i t s  defence  and securi ty in  the  twenty-f i rs t  century.

Let  it be said  that  the  Phi l ippines , s i t ua t ed  a8  i t ,  l a  so  s t r a t eg i ca l l y  i n  the

western Pacific and the South China Sea, sincerely wishes to contribute to the

present positive environment brought about by the rapprochement between the two

supe r -Power s  and  t he  p rog re s s ive  r eao lu t i on  o f  c e r t a in  crucial  r eg iona l  con f l i c t s .

Our region is now in search of new arrangements with which to approach the

twenty-f ltst  century. With our  neighbour  Austra l ia  in  the  South ,  we are actively

explor ing the  idea  of  a  chemical-weapons-free  zone in  our  region. We also advocate

bet ter  control  of  the  f low of  convent ional  weapons , bearing in mind that IKx3t  wars

are carried on with those types of weapons.
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The Philippines is at present carrying out the goal stated in its

Constitution3

n . . . consistent with the national interest , the Philippines determines to be

free of nuclear weapons in its territory".

Together with our Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) neighbours,

we continue to study the idea of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South-East Asia and

the idea of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality. At the tenth meeting of the

Asian Inter-Parliamentarians Union (AIPO) in Manila , in August 1989, a resolution

of its General Assembly noted:

"that the eventual and orderly dismantling of all foreign military

facilities/bases and the removal of nuclear weapons will greatly facilitate

the early realization of the establishment of a zone of peacei. freedom and

neutrality and the South-East Asia nuclear-weapon-free territory zone. The

Asian Inter-Parliamentarians Union nevertheless acknowledged that a

declaration of neutrality alone cannot assure peace without the co-operation

of the Super-Powers".

In this connection, I should like to add that the Philippine Government will

very soon start talks with the United States Government as regards the military

bases Agreement, the status of which is defined in our Constitution as follows:

"After the expiration in 1991 of the Agreement between the Republic Of

the Philippines and the United States of America concerning military Gases,

foreign military bases, troops or facilities shall not he allowed in the

Philippines except under a treaty duly concurred in by the Senate and, when

the Congress so resuires , ratified by a majority of the votes cast by the

people in a national referendum held for that purpose, and recognized as a

treaty by the other contracting Party."
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Our February 1986 revolution , which brought back democracy to our land, cama

barely in time to prevent the opening of a nuclear plant, which international

experts have deemed unsafe, indeed dangerous, to operate,

Shortly after, the tragic effect of nuclear spillover throughout the world

merely served to strengthen the anti-nuclear sentiment and the opposition in the

Philippines towards the existence of nuclear weapons in the country.

Conscious of the dangers of nuclear warfare and of the need to maintain the

territorial integrity of the country , the Senate of the Philippines has passed a

bill which would

"ban the development, manufacture, acquisition, testing, use or storage of

nuclear weapons, in any part of the Philippine territory and would also ban

CallS at Philippine ports or passage through Philippine waters by

nuclear-powered ships or vessels capable of carrying nuclear weapons".

In a steadily growing public awareness, the Filipino people continue to

manifest their will and articulate their attitude towards nuclear weapons. Various

municipalities, cities and even, symbolically, schools have declared that purpose

and have declared themselves nuclear-free zones. In the Philippines, during the

traditional United Nations Disarmament Week in October each year, films on

disarmanmnt are televised, disarmament posters shorn in schools and public

buildings, and disarmament issues dramatised in schools and organizations  with such

activities as burying and burning toy weapons and toys which encourage war-like

mentalities.

Indeed, a Iegislative-Executive Bases Council has been formed by the

Philippine Covernmsnt of which I, as head of the Senate Foreign Relations

Coranittee, am a metier, to study the alternative uses of foreign military bases in

the Philippines, There is thus a widespread public as well as governnmnt interest
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in  the  problem of conversion  of them mili tary faci l i t ies  inti  economic  enterprieee

which ~0u1d  bring economic well-being, particularly employment, to our people, and

make the Philippines mDre competi tive among ita neighbour6 in the Aoia-Pacif  ic

region. In  addi t ion,  a l ternat ive  measure8 for  reqional  and nat ional  security are

being studied.

The Philippines lcoke  with favour on development8 in the Pacific, such an the

s t rengthening of  the  rdqimb  of the Treaty of  Ratotonqa. I t  laud8 t h e  e f f o r t s  O f

t h e  mUnttie8 i n  t h i r  r e g i o n  t o  l i v e  u p  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  a n d  spirit  o f  this accord.

T h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  also wiahee  to  encouraqe  rerpect fo r  the  i n t eg r i t y  o f  t he

COn6titUtiOn of  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  Palau. L i k e  i t s  P h i l i p p i n e  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  t h e  P a l a u

Constitutim contain8  ptovirione which would make the country nuclear-free.

Turning weat to the vital region of the Indian Ocean, we applaud the decision

undertaken by Pakietan, as stated by Prime Minister Benezir Bhutto, not to develop

nuclear weapons. We would hope that other countries in the region would aleo see

f i t  tc make  s imi l a r  dec l a r a t i ons , thue bringing to  real i ty  the possibility  Of a

zone of peace in the Indian Ocean.

Thus  f&r, the United Nation8 General Aaeembly  haa not been able to proceed

with plans for the international Conference on the Indian Ocean in 1990. We would

hope that the obstacle8  to this plan could be removed and that the Conference could

b e  c a l l e d  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  poaaihle  d a t e .

We have seen that positive developments in the field of dj,sarmament,  and

epecif ically nuclear diearmambnt  , have come  about as a result of the improved

relations between the two super-mwers. After  the  Treaty  on the  El iminat ion of

Intermdiate-Range and Shorter-Range Mireiles, the next  posi t ive  developmnt  could

be the real ization of the announced intention by the United State6 and the USSR to

cut strategic nuclear weapon8 by 50 per cent. The  Phi l ippine  de legat ion  hoper  tha t
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the Aa la and Pacific region will benefit from such an across-the-board cut,

especially in the area of naval armaments.

We may well recall that the proposal to achieve disarmament hy halting all

nuclear-weapon tests in  a l l  environments  for al l  tims was also viewed as heret ica l

at one time. Yet today it has achieved widespread currency. For this reason, some

41 countr ies ,  includinq  the  Phi l ippines ,  have proposed that  in  1990,  before the

Fourth Review Conferrnce of the non-proliferation Treaty, a conference to amend the

partial teat-ban Treaty he held which would also ban nuclear weapons under qround

as well as in the atmosphere, in outer space and under water.

Car ta inly , rrrrdern  methods of verification have advanced to a cbgree where it

w i l l  b e  possible to m o n i t o r  a l l  k i n d s  of  nuclear  tes t s  fu l ly . The new era of

openness, as mmifested by the  so-cal led open skies  pol icy  rend  f rank admission Of

ViOlatiOnS O f  t h e  a n t i - b a l l i s t i c  m i s s i l e  T r e a t y  b y  o n e  o f  i t s  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  s p i r i t

of  c o - o p e r a t i o n  of  many  n a t i o n s  i n  n u c l e a r  disarmsmsnt,  m d  t h e  n o v e l  i n t r u s i v e

methods Of  ver i f icat ion wi l l  a l l  make i t  pos8ible for  us everItually  to achieve 8

compreheneive  test-ban treaty.

In th is  connect ion ,  my delegat ion recal ls  the proposal  made  by the  Group of

s i x  - supported by such countries as Japan and Australia - for an international

syetem of manitor inq and ver i f ica t ion, drawing up the best  avai lable  sc ient i f ic  and

technolcqical sk illa in the world. We would urge considers tion of this idea bY

pertinsnt  Uni ted  NatiOnB bodies  as  wel l  as  by the  General Asse&ly.
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While my dolegation  har spoken at length on nuclear weapona,  we muat  not

fOrq@t that i t  is conventional and chemical weaponr which have caured  the moat

ruffetinq in all the wars mince the Second World War.

In January of  this year  the  Internat ional  Conference on Chemical  Weapon@,  he ld

In  Par i s ,  teaffirmd t h e  need t o  p u t  an e f f e c t i v e  ban  on chemica l  weapons .  I t

urged the Confrrence on Disarmament in Geneva to concluda itr work on a treaty

whtch would ban the use of chemical weaponr. In September, the Government Md

Industry Conference Against Chemical Weapna, held in Canharra, Australia,  in which

nrar ly  7 0  c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  was  a b l e  t o  mobiliz~

8upport  f rom the private industrial arctor. Similar ly,  the Conference nupportetd

thr view that work on the ma jot substantive  iaeuen in the Conference on Dirarmament

should he completed by 1990. We cer ta in ly  hope that  the  las t  decade of  th is

century will witnear, the baninhm6nt  of this terrible weapon from our arranals.

Puqrettably, even thouqh there haa been a biological-weapons Convention since

1972, countries continue to pursue biological-weapons proqrammesI on the grounds

that  these are merely defensive. Until bioloqical  weapons finally come under

c i v i l i an  md i n t e r n a t i o n a l  contro l , the world cannot be consi  dared safe from this

mode r n scou rge .

Similarly, control of the qwead of conventional weapons needs our attention.

Such phenomena  a8 the druq wars, t h e  f u e l l i n g  o f  i n t e r n a l  r e b e l l i o n s ,  surroqate

wars  and low-intensi ty  conf l ic ts  cannot be separated from the prol i fera t ion of

conven  t ional weapon8.

Though the task may be gargantuan, a system muAt be found to control the flow

of convent ion al weapons. At the  very least ,  it must  be  poss ib le  to  show and

publicize  which countr ies  prof i t  moat  f rom the product ion and expor t  of

conventional weapons and  thus be answerable to the in terns tional  community for

their  act ions.
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Ult imately ,  we gee that  a local  conf l ic t , exacerha  tad by in terna tional

interertr, cannot be solved ny one country alone but through the co-operation  of

all countr ier involved. We have seen that conflicta were abated in much  placea aa

Iran-Iraq and Namibia when it  warn decided to atop the flow of armr to those

place8. In Central America, the halting of the supply of arms t6 the contra8 and

the holding of f roe elections promises a way out of the prorent  conflict .

Today, dirarmamnt  mkmt  be approached from a different prrnpective~

Diearmament  cannot be raparated from the other concernr which occupy UI at thir

tine. T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  debt  c r i s i s , for  ins tance,  cannot be cons idered  wi thout

ale0 taking into account the enormous  euma which have been &voted to the arm8

race.

The human rights ireue cannot he oonaidered  without also thinking that freedom

from nuclear weapon6  md f rom threat8  of annihi la t ion  by chemical ,  biological  md

convent ional  weapon8 - i n d e e d  the  r i gh t  t o  l i f e  itrelf - la a  fundamen ta l  humen

r i g h t .

Concern for the environment cannot be separated from the fact that nuclear

weapons constitute  the greateet threat to it  and that even now problemr regarding

1OCating  nuclear  weapons  and dispos ing of the i r  reriduee are also a major

environnmntal  concern .

Disarmament therefore can only be obneidered  within  the total context of

security f o r  t h e  w h o l e  p l a n e t  and fo r  a l l  gene ra t i ons  t0 COR16. Hence we IBOO that

disarmament  is  but a thread in  the  web of  iesuea  that  preoccupy nat ion-Sta tes  in

thir age.

Lst me conclude  wi th  two quotationsr  f i rs t ,  �Thone  who cannot  th ink  of a

future are doomed to not having one,,r second, �We must think of the Earth not ae

something we have inherit& from our forefathers but aa romething WI have borrowrcl

from o u r  grmdchildren.�
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M r .  HO0 Zhitonq  (Chir;!l) ( i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f r o m  Chinrae):  T h e  question o f

banning chemical  woaponr ha8 arcwe great  intorert  at  the  current  re88ion of  the

Genaral  A88enS3ly. Thr  Chinere  delsqation alao wirher  to prerent  its  view8 on the

quo8  tion.

I t  in an  iml;lortant  o b j e c t i v e  o f  China �8  fo re ign  po l i cy  o f  peace and a

conairtent  rtand o f  t h e  Chinone  Governmrrnt  t o  atrive f o r  t h r  completr p r o h i b i t i o n

and thorough destruction  of chemical weapona  at An early date throughout the world

ao that mankind can be freed, once and for all, from the harm and threat of thi8

barbarous  weapon of mare-destruction.

China ia a non-chemical-weapon State. It doen not prrers or produce chemical

weapon8  ,  not  doer  it export chemical  to he used  for manufacturing  chemical

weapon@. T h e  Chinoae  p e o p l e  themelver  were v ic t im8  o f  ruch wemponr  in  the  pelt.

Even  now, chemical weapon8 left by foreign troopl in times of war are at111 found

from tCme to time on Chinere aoil. Therefore , the  Chinere  people  intenrely  detert

chemical  weapona md hope  the Balm dinaflter wil l  not  befa l l  the people  of  other

countr lee. They are determined  to make their own contributtonr in hrinqing about a

world lree of chemical weapons  at an early da to.

Chins ham alway  attached qreat importance to, and taken an act ive par t  in,

r e l e v a n t  m u l t i l a t e r a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e l i h e r a t i o n e  e n d  the  negotiation8  for II

chemical weapons convention at the Conferancs on Diasrmamant,  tn Geneva. We Ire

firmly appoRed to  bo th  the  use and tho proliferation of  chemical  weapons, and have

pe ra i a t ed  i n  atrivinq fo r  the  ear ly  conclusion of  a  mnventton  on a qlohal  ban of

chemical weapone, because this will he the moat effective way completely 20

p r o h i b i t  a n d  thorouqhly  e rad i ca t e  8uch weaponrr. L ike  the C h i n e a e  Governmant,  the

Chineae people  f rom al l  walk8 of l i fe , includinq  t h e  c h e m i c a l  industry, qive

untererved rupport to  the  ear ly  realization  of  t h e  onjoctivo  of  e l i m i n a t i n g

chemical weapone.
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Witn the posi t ive  developments  and change8 jn the  in ternat ional  oituation,

this year will  90 down as a year of highly animated internationaL  activity and

au8piciou8  momrntum  on the quo8  tion of banning chemical weapon8.

The 1925 bmeva Protocol banning the u8e of chemical weapona  18 an

i n t e rna t i ona l  l ega l  documnt  o f  major  cur rent  riqnificance.  But  its authority ha8

been challenged  hy the freouent  use Of 8UCh weaponr. Fur thermore ,  the  recent

modernisation,  StOCkpiling ad Use of chemical weapons ha8 arou8ed  the qravo

concern of the international community. It w18 u n d e r  t h e r e  circunutancer  tha t  a

high- level  in ternat ional  conference on thr  banning of  the  use of  chemical  w@npOne

wan h e l d  l a s t  J a n u a r y  i n  P a r i s ,  a t  Francelm i n i t i a t i v e , The Chinese delegation,

l e d  by t h e  Forrign  Minister ,  act ively  par t ic ipated  in  the conference�8 work. The

conference adopted a Final Declaration on reaffirming the effeotivrnrrr of the

Qeneva  Protocol ,  p,dmoting  negot ia t ions  for  a chemical  wclrponr convention rrd

banning the use of ruoh weapons, which was enthUSiaStiCally  received by the

international community. This undoubtedly cons ti tutor a poworf ul pol.1 tical Push

for the multilatrral  international efforts toward8 a chemica: weapons ban.

The early conclun ion of a ohemical  weapons convention ad i ta impleIIb8nta  tiOn

require  C1080  COQ~r8tiOn and co-ordination f rom the chemical induetrifl#  of ali

countrie8. Not long 890, at the initiative of Aurrtra.118,  the Government-Indum try

Conference aqainnt Chemicsl  Weapons !.~a held in Canberra. At the Conferonce were

t h r  r ep r e sen t a t i ve8  o f  t he  Chinera  Cbvernmnt  ad  chemica l  indutry . Oavernmn  t

rOprOSOntatiVe8  and repre8entative8  from chemical indIlStriO8  met and consulted with

each other on ways to ban chemical weapons. This  WM indeed  very helpful  for

realizing the objective of prohibiting chemical weapons.
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We wish to rxproar  our appreciation to Fr ante and Auatral  ia for their

initiativea and contr ihut iona .

The IJnited  Nation8 Gonoral  Aarembly, i ta Fi rnt Commi  ttea and the Di aarmament

Cammiaaion have alwayr roqrrded the quention of hanninq chemical  weapona  aa one ot

the i r  pr io r i t y  itomm Cor  d r l i h e r a t i o n . Many countriea have advancrd  poaitivr

prapoaalr  nd propoai t ionn in thi II rempa ct. The Security Count  i l  and the

Secretary-General have alao taken aome positive atepa on the hanninq of chemical

weapona. At the aamt tim, proqroar has horn made in aomc req ions1 and bilateral

sfLortr. Par t i cu la r ly  in  recent  ye*ra, the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva har

clear ly  quickened and deopenod  ita nrqot ia  t inq  prcceaa  for a convention on the

comprehenrive  han of  chemical weapcna. Under the cha irmanehip  of Amhaasador  Morel,

the Ad tioc  Committee on Chemical Weapons haa done a lot of work and maken  II teady

proqresa, Their effort!! deerrw our camnendation.

Al l  th i r  elrouently  tea  tif ion to  the  urqency  of  a  comprehensive  ban on

chemical weapona  and to the firm determination of the international community

thorouqhly to eliminate thoae weapons. Activel.y  auppor tive, the Chinese deleqa ticn

ban p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e n e  activitiaa  w i t h  a mnntru:tive  npproach,  and  ha8 made  i ts

own effor ts . We are  pleased with  the  enccuraqinq morfentum  tha t  ban emrqed, Nld

w inh to expreras our apprecin  tion to al 1 the oountr  ice which have participated in

thone ac t i v i t i e s  fo r  t h e i r  poni  t i v e  c o n t r i h u  tiona.

We muAt n o t  i q n o r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  fttill r ema in  Rome neqn t i ve  f ac to r s  i n

tnterna tional  rela tiona, and the  cauaen  of tana ion  and conf l ic t  are yet  tc he

renroved. World peace and aecur i ty continue ta face (I number of threa ta. Mankind

s t i l l  live8  in  the  ahadow of chemical  warfare . The menace comen  mainly from the

huge modern chclmical araensln  in the pcleaession  of a few big PowerR, What in more

aminoua, they are nteppinq  up  the  develapmsnt  and maall p roduct ion  of a new

generat ion of chemical  weapna. This  haa undauhtedly  made i t  more  di f f icul t  to han
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chrmical weapons. I t  la abvioua  t h a t  t h e  countriea poaaeaaing t h e  largoat c h e m i c a l

araonala ahould bear a special renpcnrihility  for banning chemical weapona. I t  har

bean notrd  la te ly  that  they have again made aon�m rtateImnt8  of  in tent  md put

forward some propoaals and propoaitiona. However , what people would r.ather see la

genuine and concrete actions from them, expacting  thore countr ies  to dertroy their

existing chemical weapon8 and atop the production and development of there weapona

aoon no as  tc  fac i l i ta te  the  conclus ion of  an  in ternat ional  convention on a total

ban of chemical weapons, I n  t h i s  rerpect, an t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  comnunity  w i l l

aqree, o n e  p r a c t i c a l  a c t i o n  in bet te r  then a  d o z e n  f i n e  atatemrntu.

The ancient Roman jurirts once declared, Armir bella non venen i a  qeri, t h a t

18, �War is to he waged with weapons, not with poison�. Both his tory and real i ty

have demonstrated that mankind needa neither poiaan nor the one of poiron  an a

woapon, a ti l l  leas a war Couqht with chemical weapona. The  compleb  el iminat ion of

chemical weaponn  and the eatabliahment of a world free of such  weapon8 haa becorrm

an imperative of our time8. Any formula that  i s  des igned to oolve only a  part  of

this prohlem can hardly free mankind from itn harm and threat, Only the early

conclusion  of a convention on the complete prohibition and thorough deatructiotl  of

chemical weapons can enaurs the most fundamental way for the eradication of this

threat1 and only  in  th i s  way can the problema of  prol i fera t ion and the  uae of

chemical weaponf!  he resolved. I t  lo China�8  s i n c e r e  h o p e  tha t  a  g loba l ,

comprehensive,  v e r i f  iahle, jwt and  reaeanahle  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  he

concluded  at  the ear l ies t  possible date ,

Pending  the  concl uaion of such a convent ion ,  we maintajn  that  all

chemical-weapon Ptatve should  under take  not  to  use ruch weapons. A l l  coontrier

that have the ability to produce chemical weapon8 should pledge not to enqaqe in

the development, product ion and trannfer of chemical weapon@. This  will help move
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forward the  process  of  negot ia t ion for  an in ternat ional  convent ion  on chemical

weapon8 at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva.

The conven tion on chemical weapons, in our view, r h o u l d  a i m  p r i m a r i l y  a t  t h e

comple te  prohibi t ion  and des t ruc t ion  of  enia t ing  chemical  weapon6 and thei r

product ion  fac i l i t ies  md at  ways to emure against  the  manufacture  of  new chemical

weapons. �Ib enrure the authority and effectiveness of that convention, we have

consistently  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  o f  s t r ic t ,  e f f ec t ive ,  r ea sonab le  md

p r a c t i c a b l e  mea6urea  o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g  c h a l l e n g e  i n s p e c t i o n .  A t  t h e  came

t ime ,  a s  exp l i c i t l y  s t a t ed  i n  the  p r i n c i p l e  o f  ve r i f i c a t i on  adop t ed  by conaenaus a t

the Diearmament Comnirsion  t �care� should he �taken to avoid ahuaeb�p  and it  is

neceseary  t o �avoid  u n d u l y  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  S t a t e s  p a r t i e s

or other States, or jeopardizinq  their economic ,  technological  and socia l

developm6nt�j  md ver i f ica t ion should  be �without discr iminat ion�  and �Al l  Sta tes

have  cctual r i g h t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  proceau  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  ve r i f i c a t i on  o f

agreembnta  t o  which  they  are  pa r t i e s �  (A/S-15/3,  P. 45 ) . I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e

understandable that the developinq countries ,  whi le  under taking obl igat ions  to

accep t  ve r i f i c a t i on , aek  t ha t  t hey  enjoy  e q u a l  r i g h t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n

ve r i f i ca t i on ,  a s  we l l  a s  acces s  t o  t he  capac i ty  and  meana  fo r  exe rc i s ing  such

rights.

AB v e r i f i c a t i o n  tOUChi?B d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,

s ecu r i t y  and  economic  r i gh t s  and i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  countries, a  s e r i ous  and  earnes t

a t t i t u d e  i s  n e e d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  h a n d l e  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  p r o p e r l y . All p a r t i e s  a r e

urged  t o  seek  a  fa i r , reasonable and halanced  solution through extensive

consul tatione.

The task of a mmprehensive  ban on chemical weaponer which we have set out to

fu l f i l ,  is a  fo rmidab l e  one . We have already made some headway, but are still
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faced with sone complicated problems. However, we are convinced that,  in the

p re sen t  f avou rab l e  i n t e rna t i ona l  s i t ua t i on , s o  1Ong aa a l l  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  t h e

p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  m d  d e m o n s t r a t e  good f a i t h  and  a  s t rong  sense  o f  responaibilityt  we

shall  be able to  realize  th is  objec t ive , The Chinese  de legat ion  wi l l ,  aa always,

jo in  a l l  the  o tner  de legat ions  in  a cont inued and pers is tent  endeavour  iOr the

ear ly  a t ta inment  of  th is  noble  object ive.

,Mr. TAIANA  (Argent ina)  ( in terpreta t ion f rom Spanish)  I We are very

pleaaed to  see  tha t  the  in ternat ional  community i s  cont inuing in  i t s  resolve  to

fOllOw the  promis inq path  of  dhtente  and of  the  search for  unders tanding,  a fact

whi�ch  hera lds  the  dawn of  a  new era  in  in ternat ional  re la t ions .

The political rapprochement initiated by the major Powers has increased the

poss ib i l i t ies  for  co-opera t ion between the  two mil i tary  a l l iances  and has  opened

the way for encouraging steps to be taken towards the solution of old conflicts in

d i f f e r en t  r eg ions  o f  t he  wor ld .

The special dynamics of those developments have created such  a rapid pace of

h i s t o r i c  e v e n t s  t h a t  i t  i s  b e c o m i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  to f o r e c a s t  forthcominq

events  re l iably ,  even in  the shor t  term. Never theless ,  countr ies  are ful ly aware

t h a t , as the changes become deeper, this new real1 ty will  continue to solid1  fy and

become i r revers ib le .

In a  wor ld  f ac ing  an  i nc r ea s ing ly  ev iden t  po l i t i c a l ,  e conomic ,  soc i a l ,

cul tura l  and ecologica l  in terdependence ,  no nat ion can afford to  remain

i n d i f f e r e n t . On the contrary, i t  muat  act  and speak i t s  mind responsibly  and in  a

c o n s t r u c t i v e  s p i r i t .
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Deeply convinced of the validity of these ideas, Latin America is striving to

formulste concrete steps that would reflect the far-reaching trends that are

becoming noticable in the international arena. Within the framework of the

important sacrifices being made by our countries to improve their economies and to

achieve better and more edifying standards of living for their peoples, they arer

in nrost cases, consolidating a healthy process of democratic renovation of their

govern men ts r while endeavouring to protect the human rights and individual freedoms

of their citizens. Not only is the Republic of Argentina an active participant in

these processes of renewal, but it has also tried to contribute to the general

Cl imate of international detente. The steps that we have taken recently to bring

about a gradual solution to our differences with the United Kingdom are an eloauent

and concrete expression of the constructive spirit that inspires the actions of my

Government .

In order to make further progress it will be absolutely necessary for every

country to make contributions in which imagination and flexibility will be

appropriately blended with the necessary political will to produce concrete

results. The efforts being made, for example, at both the bilateral and the

multilateral level on matters of disarmament and international security must

complement and influence each other in such a way as to reinforce the process

leading to global understandings.

In this context, negotiations between the Soviet Union and the United States

on reduction of strategic weapons (START) have continued throughout the past year,

but apparently not at the same pace as when they first began. As we see it, none

of the difficulties advanced to justify that situation is insurmountable,

eSpeCially in view of the open and positive response given by both sides to the
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question of verification, proof of which is the successful implementation of the

Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles.

We therefore welcome the xmtual conviction which resulted from the recent

meeting in Wyoming at the Foreign Ministers� level that the START process must be

given new mOm%tum. However, we cannot fail to note that, were that to happen,

even then the super-Powers would still possess truly impressive stockpiles. At the

same time, three other States which possess these weapons of mass destruction have

not yet joined the negotiating process towards achieving nuclear disarmament.

On the other hand, the lack of progress in respect of the reduction and

cessation of nuclear-weapon tests - a question that bears a direct relation to

nuclear disarmament - conspires against the new climate of &tente. The

international community is fully aware of the fact that if such tests continue,

nuclear stockpiles will keep on expanding and new types of weapons and weapon

systems will continue to be developed. Given these circunrstances,  we urge all

States members of the Conference on Disarmarmnt to put forth their best efforts to

establish an appropriate framework for negotiations which will allow progress

towards a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty.

The prevention of an arms race in outer. apace is another priority area both at

the bilateral and at the multilateral negotiating level. Argentina has repeatedly

stated that outer space should be an arena for international co*peration dedicated

to the economic, sot ial and cultural development of mankind. We do not in any way

deny the importance of outer space for global stability and security. We recognise

that communications, command and control, and early warning systems contribute to

minimizing the risks resulting from the existence of massive stockpiles on Earth.

Nevertheless, we firmly oppose the idea of military competition in outer spacer the

developments and results of which are totally unforeseeable.
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On the  bi la tera l  1~11,  whi le  the Uni ted  Sta te8  md the Sovie t  Union have

decided,  in an attempt to give momentum to the rtrateqic arma proce88,  to put mida

their differences on rpaco and bfonce, which WL) find positive, we are, at the lame

time, deeply  concerned at  the  lack of  progrorr towards  rtopping  the cont inuing

militarization  of outer  rpace. For thi# rearon, our country believe8 that the work

of the Conference on Dirrarmament, through itr Ad Hoc Conunittoe  on the prevention of

an arm8 race in outer qmce, ir of fmdamrntal  importance not only in brinqing

poritions closer together on controverrial  imuea, b u t  rho in mking progcera i n

c o n c r e t e  negotiationr.

Furthermore, the central role and the primary raaponrtbilty  of the United

Na tionr in  the f ie ld  of  dirarnrrmbnt  ir nowhere  more  evident  than in  the matter  of

the complete prohibition and elimination of chemical weaponr. Mu1  tilateral

effortr,  which have been carr ied out for  over  two decadea,  permit  u to affirm

today that  i t  wil l  be pOIB8iblO  in  the short  term to amclude  a universal ,

non-discr iminatory and effectively verif iable  convention cm the prohib i t ion  Of the

development, product ion, stockpiling and uoe of chemical weapons and on their

dentruction.  However, in order  to make that  poss ib le ,  i t  wi l l  be neceeaary  for

States t o  trnnnhtt i n t o  f a c t 8  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  t h a t  we8 expre88ed  a t  t h e  P a r i s

Conference of  January this  year and their pract ica l  wi l l  announced a t  the rtctnt

Canberra Conference, namely, to  conclude  au soon an poeaiblt  the  negot ia t ions  on

the Conference on Disarmament.

The  Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Movemnt of

Non-Aligned Countries recently held at Btlgrabb  aQpteA a Declaration which once

again rhows  the will of the Movement to oontributt  to the proceen of d/tentt. The

Declara t ion highl ight8  the  promir ing event8 of the prtrent tim8 wi thout
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dirregarding  the f ac t  t ha t  s i t ua t i ons  peraiet  w h i c h  lrhould  be  changed , Indeed, in

epitt of  the  g radua l  r educ t i on  of  ttnaionr o n  o u r  p l a n e t ,  it IR no t  ye t  a  arfe

place . However, t h e r e  la t h e  w i d t r p r e a d  belinf  md w i l l  t h a t  WI rhould huild a

world  harod on greater  demxratitation  in  dtci8ion-making,  which  rhould  entail

change8 in the polit ical etructurrr  that were formed aftor tho Second World War.
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Solutions  for the numorou8  problem8 of mankind cm only be found by tackling

i t8  real  o1Iu8ea  and act ing in  a  ooncerted  way, Multilatoralirm  offerr the means to

produce permanent ad l ffoctive anrwerr. The Unitrd  Na tionr role in the peaceful

1 8OttlOmOnt  o f  dirputor  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  I8 a  clubr detTu3nrtration  o f  the

Organiaation�8  tnormour p o t e n t i a l  i n  thir nd other  fiOld8. In II interbbpendent

world the recurtty of romo counttier cannot be achieved through the insecurity  of

other8. The Uni ted Na tionr 18 there fore the appropr lab forum in which to attth

difftrencer  and to rtrtngthen area8 of agreement in order to huild a peaceful world,

Mr. NYAKYI  (United FIvpublic  of Tanean ia) I May I beg in by l xprtrrinq my

d e l e g a t i o n � s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  i n  rteing you ,  Mr .  Chairm8n, preridt over the work of our

Commi  t t t e . Your election 18 a WRll-de8erved  recognition of your vart experience

and diplomstic  rkilla demonrtrated  in  the ~61~~80  of many year8 of par t ic ipa t ion  in

diearmamnt  n e g o t i a t i o n 8  ad deliberationr. I  wi8h a180 t o  vxtend  m y

congratulations to the other me&et8  of the Bureau.

I t  ia g ra t i fy ing  to  note  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  18 m e e t i n g  once  aga in  a t  a  tima of

nuataintd momentum toward8 achieving the noble goal8 of disarmament, peace and

eecuri  ty . me commitfront demonstrated  by the two major Powers - the United State8

of America and the Union of Soviet 3ocialist  Republics - i n  the  l a s t  two  year ta i n

&f wing inttrna ticnal ten8 ion, a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  j o i n t  r e s o l v e  t o  r i d  our

planet  of nuclear  weapcne,  needs  to bo commended. The follow-up implementation of

the INP Treaty is indeed a welcoma dtvelopmnt. We a r t  e q u a l l y  g r a t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e

lCMdtr8  of the two Powers have announced before this bcdy their plans and mutual

obl iga t ion8 fer  the immudiate  des t ruc t ion  of the i r  etocke of  chemical  weapons pr ior

to the conclunion  of a mul t i la tera l  t reaty banning those wrapone. At the aam t ime

we welconm t h e i r  rtadinama to c u t  t h e i r  rtrategic wrapona by 50 p e r  cent. The

progre88  made in  the  Vienna talk8 on convent ional  force8 In Europe i s  another

welcome development.
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While wa welcome, thrne bilateral mealurea  we rhould  not rucoumh to euphoria

a n d  i n  t h e  procenr l o r e  night  o f  o u r  u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e  - namely ,  the achievement

of general and complete dinarmament. It 18 no necrot to anyone who ha8 010aOlY

followed the current negotiation8 that the more the nuclear powera, particularly

the  nuper-Powrrn,  ta lk  about  arm8 reduct ion nd dirarmanwnt,  the more they increa8e

and  pe r f ec t  t he i r  reaptctivr mi l i t a ry  CapabilitiO8,  i n c l u d i n g  n u c l r a r  p o w e r .

Nuclear taltl, whom main ahjective 18 to modernise md make their nUclOaC l rrenal8

more lethal, have to date continued  unahated. The roportr  of the Becratary-Qeneral

before UI o n  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n 8  o f  nuc l ra r  tort8 received  from 8Om ln&,nborr  bea r

tertimony  t o  t h i a . The INF Treaty ha8 beon t ight ly  hailrd  by al l  peacr-loving

nations  and people8 around the world a8 a landmark for curbing the arm8 ram. But

no sooner had the ink uned to rign it  dried than rome force8 wore already planning

the tTodernization  and updating of l xi8ting nuclear weapon8  not covered by the

Trta ty to �compensate )( for what thr Treaty SOOk to eliminate. Ahave a l l ,  t h e

Treaty doea not requi re  the  Uni ted  State8 or  the Soviet  Union  to  destroy  the

nuclear warhead8  that are carried by the misriler covered hy the INF Treaty,

I n  the ahrrtnct  o f  a  comptahennive  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  requiter the coK@Ote

climinfition  of  a l l  nuc lear  weapnr, incl  uding nuclear war hradr , mankind will

con tinlie to 1. ivo under the nhadaw of n nuclear hol.ocaunt  . The emtahlirhnmt  of

fiecure peace requlfes  the diaplcly  o f  a  new palitical  t h i n k i n g ,  n new  approach  e n d  a

new ~er:se of real.lam reqardfng  the iraues of war WKI pancOb Albort Ein8tOin

rtgl)tlY chserved  tha t  the  �unleashed  power  of the atom nar changeU everything 8avo

our nrodta of thinking, a n d  w e  thum  d r i f t  towrrdu  unprralleled  c3ttrottophe8�.

The cl iVln9 to  doctr inab ruch M nuclear  deter rence  elf the nuclrar Power8

certainly diminisheo  tha Cal t .h and hope which the international community may have

derived from the currQnt wave of nrgotiationr. The  argument  that nuclear
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detatronco  ha8 maintainad world paaoe rinor the Second  World War ir a fallacy which

bar t o  ho rrjrctod  a n  danqorourr. I t  har horn aaid, a n d  i n d e e d  i t  har n o t  horn

dirputod  by any partier, that  thr  outhraak of a nuolaar  war - oithor by aaoident or

hy mircaloulation - in  thr  prrrent rtatr of  armament  would  br dirartrour fo r  the

rntiro human raoo l inco thorr  would ho no rurvivorr. T h i r  undarlinrr  the

rignificanco of the 1985  mupot-Powrr doolaration that �a  nuclear war cannot bo won

and thrrrforo rhould novcr be fought�.

There w h o  place aonvrntional  dirarmamont  o n  tha rama plan. am nuclear

dirarmamnt  have more often a rquad  th&t sinca 1 9 4 5  a l l  warn f o u g h t ,  i n c l u d i n g

regional and intarnal contl ictr, hava haan fought with convrntional  wraponr. Thir

arqument  ,  thouqh val id in  tarmr of avantr, doar not maka nuclaar  worponr  any

rrafer. Tha 1980 Un itrd Nationr Comprahanrive Study on Nuolaar Waapona  olaar ly

ravealad  that technologIna1  advancarl  hava m&de it porrihle tot one nuclear weapon

to relearn in one micro-rrcond mora anargy than the total amount releaned  *Corn  all

convent ions1 waapons in all warn in hiutary  l

Jonathan Schell,  a well-known writer and campaigner for nuclaar disarmamant,

in h lo hook Tha Fate of tha Earth has derctihad nuclear weaponfi  in thera word81

�Thetv?  bomba w e r e  built  am �weapcno�  f o r  � w a r , � hut  t he i r  s i gn i f i c ance  qraat ly

transcends w a r  m d  a l l  it8 cauaee and outcomea. They qrew out al! hiatory, yet

they threaten to and hiatory. They were made hy menr yet they threaten to

annihilate man.�

This a ta tament  i f  any th ing  underrcorer t h a  u r q e n t  nead fo r  t h o  t o t a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  of

nuc l ea r  waapona. Wclear didarmmnt t h e r e f o r a  retmafno  a  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  md should

not in any way ba held hortaqe to conventional-waapona  reduction or halance.

A major rtep towards ridding the world of nuclear weapons and the catmtrophio

conaeauenoaa o f  t h e i r  uea ir t h e  h a l t i n g  of a l l  nuoloar  teata. To  reak to  achieve
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l a  the o n l y  l o q i o a l  and  taaaihla

wry al putt.inq an and to tha Urvolop\ant  and atookpilinq of nnw typaa of nuclear

ar rana la. IrDqic  talla um t h a t  w i t h o u t  tasting m d  moderniratior,  thema waaponr  w i l l

l vantually baooma  obaolrte and umaleaa,

Tha oonolurion  of  a  aDmprehonrive  ta r t -ban  traaty ir the  on ly  popu la r ly

accaptad  nwchaniam whioh swi l l  u l t imate ly  lard  to the  rorappinq of  rtookpilad

nuo laa r  ryrtam. It warn on tha haair of thia rtrong conviotion  that more than

40 nations, partiea to the 1963 partial teat-ban Tcoaty,  including Tannulia,  hava

jointly oallad for an amandmant  oonferenoe reekinq to convert that Treaty into a

canprahannivo tart-b&n treaty. Tha recently conoludad Balgrab Summit Of the

Non-Aliqnad  Countrirr ham given furthar ceadenoe to thin initirtiva  hy l ndorning

the holding of ruoh a confaranoa an early aa porrible in 1990,
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It ia raqr%ttablo  that aome Powerr aeo the initaitiva  am a miaquided  l ffort.

WO ark thoaa Power0 it purauing a path towarch  aalf~xtinction im tha loqical atap

toward8 preaarving  tha human race.

The  l luggirhneaa Of programa in the United Nationa  multi  latrral  hodiaa

entrusted with the taak of daliheratinq  and negotiatlnq  dimarmamrnt  iaruea need8

special mantion harr. AA much an the major Powera  expact tha tart of the world to

accapt &nd rndoram their h i l a t a r a l  a r r anqemen tn ,  thay  have  a  corresponding

obligation to lirten to and raapect tha views of the world community. The On I ted

Nations,  provider urn with a forum in which to fontor ruch oodpera  tion in tha

pursuit of international  paaca and security  where all Staten can be heard on an

oausl harim. Tanzania, likr many other(r, ban more often than not atated that

progrerll  i n  b i l a t e r a l  naqotiations  nhauld n o t  i n  a n y  w a y  hindar proqresa in

mult i la t rcal  bodies  which repreaent  the  intarestn  of  a l .1  mankind.

W deloqation  ham raad the report of the United Nationa  Conference on

Disarmament - thr only rinqla multilateral neqotiating hody - and that of the

U n i t e d  Nation8  Dimarmament Comrniseion, and we wore diaappointed  by both.

Reqcettahly  , nagotiationa  o n  a l l  n u c l e a r  dimarmament  items I.iated o n  the a g e n d a  o f

the Conference on Diearmament a.0 priority iteme have to date not taken off the

qraund in view of tho obatinate poclitiona of home  of the nuclear Powara  and their

a l l  ias. The only area where Rome proqcana  in naid t\, have heen reqintered  in t h e

neqotiationa for a chemical weapons  convention. Rut here again, t h e  d r a f t  text o f

the a>nvention annaxad to the report of the Conference on Dinarmament  in document

A/44/27 leaves  rmch to  he danired. The momentum qanerated at the Par in Conference

held in  January this year did  not  apparent ly  permeate through to  the  negot ia t ion8

in Genava  a8 a n t i c i p a t e d . I t  in obvious  t ha t  hehind  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  reaaonn advancad

ia t h a  l a c k  of t r u a t  a n d  t h e  neceeaary p o l i t i c a l  w i l l . In the wake of
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tachnological  advancea,  tha uueation  of varification  cer ta inly  no longer

aWItitUte8 a  major obstacle  t o  achiaving  a  t o t a l  ban of  c h e m i c a l  waapona  cr (I

nuclear- tar t  han for  that  matter .

Tha r ta te  of  affaira  in  the Unitad Nat ions  Dirarmament  Commirmion  ir equally

diaappoin ting . When introducing the Comminaion~a  report, the Chairman candidly

atatad that  lack of progreaa in that  hody waa again a matter  of pol i t ica l  vi11 on

the part of RO~B member Statea. Wa habe indaad witnassed t h e  o b s t r u c t i v e  e f f o r t s

by aome inf luent ia l  metiera  of  thia  body to truatrata  progreaa on certain  agenda

itema which touch on their intareatrr. One of theme is the iaaue of South African

nuclear-weapon capability. Owing to tha position  of the Powers which have aaaiated

South Afr ica  to  acquire  ita preaent  nuclaar capabi l i ty ,  the Liaarma~nt Commiasion

ha8 been prevented for the lart 10 years from alerting the Security Council,

t h r o u g h  t h a  Genaral  Asaambly ,  o f  t ha  thraat tha t  w i l l  be p o r e d  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

Peace and aeouri ty  in  the event tha  rscint, oppreaeive and aggreaaive rdgime  in  it8

deaperat ion reaorts to  the  une of nuclear  weapona. Deep1 te aeveral United Nations

reportf! and  publ ic  ntatementa hy leaders  of  the Pretor ia  rdgims  tha t  South  Africa

han t he  capab i l i t y  t o  produce  nuc l ea r  weapona  i f  it ao dasiree, t h e m e  c o u n t r i e e

have continued to ahiald the riigime.

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean is another auhaidiary body of the

General  Aaeemhly which ham euffared several  setbacks. In the history of the work

of the Committee, the same Powers that  have blocked progreee  in  other mult i la tera l

bodies  have f r uatrated all effort8 to convene an interns tional confarence  that

would enable implementation of tha 1971 Declaration on the Indian Ocean aa a Zone

of Pence. The Indian  Ocean con t inuee  to hold  potent ia l  for big-Power  conf l ic t .  We

hope that in the new climate reaeon will prevail ao that the Conference can take

place in 1990, an scheduled by the Genaral Aoeembly.
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My delegation would therafore not aupport any move ainmd at deleting any item8

from the agenda of United Nations bodies for lack of progress or under the guire  of

rationalizing the work of those bodien. What we should all aim at is the

s t rengthening of  thoae bodiea  and not erosion of  thei r  effect iveneae. I f  t h e r e  i s

pol i t ica l  de terminat ion  to aae that  these  bodiee  work, then  noth ing  can  stop ua

from making progrera.

The non-prol i fera t ion Treaty  has  been hai led  hy many aa the moat  important

mult i la tera l  legal  instrument evar concluded in  disarmament  effor ts . Some have

even gone further to cluggert that the Treaty has greatly contributed to

international peace md stability.

The non-proliferation Treaty, as we all know, has cotta inly not stopped the

continual and maeeive  growth in the number ,  s i ze  and  va r i e ty  o f  nuc l ea r  weapona  in

the handa  of  the  nuclear-weapon Sta tes . The Treaty  cer ta inly  daes not  guarantee

the  safe ty  of  tbe  non-nuclear-weapon Sta tes  nor  does  i t  guarantee  that  the nuClf9ar

Statea will not uee nuclear weapons aqainet each other, It has not prevented the

nuclear  Powers  f rom ass is t ing countr ies  outside the  Treaty  in  the acquis i t ion Of

mi l i t a ry  nuc lear  capab i l i t y . The  acauisition  by South Afr ica  of  nuclear  capabi l i ty

i s  a  cam i n  puint.

The  T rea ty ,  i n  sho r t ,  a s  msny  have  r i gh t l y  de sc r ibed  i t ,  � d i s a rms  t he  una rmed

and does not disarm the armed�. I t  i s  un rea l i s t i c  t o  a sk  o the r  na tione  t o  e x e r c i s e

restraint i f  there  i s  no res t ra int  among the nuclear  Powers . In  o rde r  to  ensure

universal acceptance and consequently the survival of the non-pro11 fera tion Treaty,

the nuclear Powers should dernonatrate a serious commitment to the total elimination

a t  n u c l e a r  weapona. How are we to react to the appeals to accede to the

non-prol i fera t ion Treaty  i f  the game Powers, while tying the hands of the �unarmed�
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perpetuate their nuclear power monopoly, Leaving the rest of the world at their

mercy? These are the considerations which Tanzania feels should be taken into

account when the Treaty comes I@ for a fourth review at the Geneva Conference next

year.

The prevention of the militarisation  of outer space calls for our collective

responsibility, for outer space as a common heritage of mankind belongs to all of

u s . We cannot therefore sit back as mere spectators when the survival of mankind

is increasingly put i3to jeopardy. Tanzania therefore joins others in calling for

multilateral negotiations in this area and the conclusion of a more binding legal

r6girrle that would reduce md ultimately eliminate the risk of military

confrontation. Outer space should therefore be used for the benefit of all and not

for the destruction of humanity.

Today, in spite of arms reduction and disarmament talks, the world has

continued to witness unprece+nted massive expenditures on deadly weapons while the

majority of the world’s population continues to live under conditions of abject

poverty, starvation and endemic diseases. The urgent need to alleviate the plight

of these People and to achieve sustainable development through disarmament measures

led to the convening of the historic Conference on the Relationship between

Disarmament and Development two years ago. The Conference, among other things,

unanimously adopted a program= of action that was to serve as a blueprint in the

implementation of its objectives.
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Eaegrettably,  that Action Programme has yet to get off the ground. The report of

the Secretary-General (A/44/449) of 14 September 1989, on the specific activities

undertaken to implement the Action Programnre  leaves no doubt that rmch remains to

be done. In their Declaration issued on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of

the launching of the Six-Nation Initiative, the members of the Initiative, in which

Tanzania participated, drew the attention of the international community to the

fact that:

"
l . . disarmament is not just about ceilings and conventions, warheads and

launchers, even treaties and resolutions. It is about people and about the

waste of hunran and material resources now being devoted to weapons of mass

destruction. Poverty and hunger, disease and unemployment stalk vast Sections

of humanity. These are issues too urgent to neglect." (A/44/318, p. 4)

This, indeed, is what should guide us in our endeavours to achieve general and

complete disarmament.

In conclusion, let me state that the measures taken so far in the field of

disarmanlent, though limited, have demonstrated that, given political determination,

no problem is insurmountable. We have no doubt that general and complete

disarmament is not only possiblet it is also the only rational choice. As my

Foreign Minister, His Excellency Mr. Benjamin Mkapa, stated before the General

Assembly on 4 October this year:

"All men everywhere yearn for peace and their fate cannot be left exclusively

in the hands of a few countries, even though they be the most POwerf ul*�

(A/44/=7.20, p. 45)
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It is on this basis that we call for the strengthening of multilateral approaches

to issues of peace and security for all mankind. I wish to assure you of my

delegation’s full co-operation in this endeavour.

The meeting rose at ‘1.50 a.m.


