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The meeting was called to order at 3.25 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. LOEIS (Indonesia): Mr. Chairman, in associating my delegation's

congratulations with those expressed to you by other members on your unanimous

election to preside over our work , as well as with those addressed to the other

members of the Bureau, I should also like to avail myself of this opportunity to

extend to you our felicitations on your well-deserved appointment as Deputy Foreign

Minister and to wish you the best of success in your future endeavours.

The First Committee is meeting this year in an atmosphere 3f renewed

expectations. Mutual accommodation and rapprochement between the major Powers have

lessened international tension, created opportunities for dialogue and n.Jotiations

and exerted a beneficial impact on the ongoing endeavours for arms limitation.

Thus, the rrsumption of the bilateral talks between the United States and the

Soviet Union to reduce by half their strategic arsenals have registered some

progress. Important multilateral efforts are continuing in the field of chemical

weapons. New proposals and initiatives are on the table in Vienna on

conventional-arms reduction and confidence-building in Europe. In those and other

negotiating forums new initiatives have been advanced, and there is a growing

understandinq of new concepts and approaches to security and disarmament.

Prospects appear brighter now for arms reductions in an over-armed world as

bilateral and multilateral negotiations on a range of issues seem to have made

discernible advances.

However, critical issues and growinc, uncertainties continue to cloud many of

those negotiations. Followinq the signing of the Treaty on the Elimination of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles between the two major Powers, our
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hoper for l accrlrratrd nomantum  loading to a phamrd, tim-bound  programm i!or thr

total l lamination of nuclear wmpona have yet to bo eoalined. Tharu who hoptrd  tor

m?litarily rignificant  reduction8  in rxirting or plannrd rtrateqic-woaponr WIt@mAR

or wan for a rlow-down in thr introduction of naw and more danqarour tachno!.oqior,

hrva llttlo ground8  for ratirtaction. NW  t~chnoloqiOa  looming on the horizon

bromiro  more rbvancod wuponr with qrratrr verratflfty and mom dwartrting

@rprbili  tier for annihilation. ti a rosuit the ongoing rffortr, W~OOHB  m they

Wo, have not lad to tanqiblr progr.88 on a reduotion  in the nunbar and brrtructive

aaproity  of rtrrtaqio l rmrmmtr.
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Today we have become more than over aware of the dangecr posed  by an

unres t ra ined arms race  in  the  nuclear  erar which,  apar t  f rom i ts  potent  threat  of

s e l f - e x t i n c t i o n , alao consti tutes a rerious  impediment  to  the  pursui t  of  opt imal

drvrlopnent. It  ia c lear  that  we an no longer  temporise  over  the arms race,

amel iora t ing i t s  manifes ta t ion8 rather  than terminat ing i t  in  substance . It is in

thin context  that  my delegat ion has  called  for negot ia t ions  on the  pr ior i ty  i ssues

a t  t h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  l e v e l , e laborat ing inter  alia- the  stacjes of nuclear

disarmament,  inc luding  the  reaponaihilities  of the  nuclear  Powers  and the  ro le  of

thet  non-nuclear  Sta tes  # the  ident i f ica t ion of  the dut ies  md ohl iga  t  ionR  of the

nUClmr  Powers  to  r e f r a in  f rom the  use  o r  t h r ea t  o f  t he  USC of  nuc l ea r  wmpona

aga in s t  t he  non -nuc l ea r  S t a t e s  and  t he i r  du ty  to p r e v e n t  n u c l e a r  wart and ,  finally,

the  eearch for al ternat ives  ko the  doct r ine  of deter rence  and re l iance  on nuclear

weapons.

The cr i t ica l  importance of  a test-ban t reaty  in  de-escala t ing the  nuclear-arms

race has long been acknowledged. I n d e e d ,  i t  ie suppo r t ed  hy  a  brmdly

representa t ive  group of non-nuclear  Sta tes  f rom al l  regions , Despi t e  d i f f e r ences

of approach and emphasis on certain aspactn, they speak with one s tronq and united

Voice i n  Wpr@‘ininq t h e  conviction  t h a t  t e s t i n g ,  f o r  rJhatevsr  reaaonu, i s

unacceptable  and that  hanning i t  i~ of the  highest  pr ior i ty .

Yet  a teat -ban t reaty  has  long been obst ructed for  holly untenable  pol i t ica l

and technical r easona . Aa a  r e su l t ,  t r i l a t e r a l  ta lks  have  been  suspended  for

severa l  yea r s . Bi la tera l  negot ia t ions  he ing conducted  on the  baafs of a

stage-by-s tage  app roach ,  i nvo lv ing  i n t e r  a l l a  a  j o in t  ve r i f i c a t i on  eXPerimentr

promise  t o  p r o l o n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e a c h i n g  a n  agreemnt  indefinitelv,  Negotiation

in the  Conference on Disarmament  has  heen effect ively  blocked,  and no mul t i la tera l

talk8 involving a l l  the  par t ies  to  the part ia l  test-ban Treaty have ever  taken

p lace .
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Tudor  t h e s e  circumetancen, var ious non-nuclear Statem have taken ini tia tiV0R

to advance viable  and realietic  proposals . In this regard,  Mexico, Peru,

Sri  Lanka,  Veneeuela,  Yugoslavia  and Indoneeia , together with 35 other Statem, have

cal led  for  the convening of a amference  to  unend  the part ia l  teat-ban Treaty to

make it a  comprehone ivo  t o r t -ba  t r ea ty . The  convening  of the cor.forenco, whioh ie

mandatory, in l ndorrod by an ovrrwh0lming  majority in the &nor@1 bronbly.  wo

boliove  that the preparatory session ehould 50 convened  early in 1990 md that the

cOnf@rOnce  itself should  be  convrnod an early ae poseiblo  in  1990. A poritivo

rorponro by the  nuclrar Qowern  in  achievinq  thr  paramount objec t ive  of the

conference would conetituto a tangihle l xpromsion of their professlone  of

co-oprration  with the non-nuclear Staten on diearmanrnt  iaeuoa.

Bocaueo  of ita ramifications, the queetion of a tort ban wan considrred in all

three  Review Conferences  of  the Par t ies  to  the  Treaty on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion Of

Nuclear  Weapons. N e i t h e r  itm r ea f f i rma t ion  nor  the p ro t r ac t ad  d e b a t e r  at  thoee

reviw exerciser have ~cb any impact. The tent han has special eignificance  for

the non-prol i fera t ion Treaty, because the depositary Statee’  commitment to abandon

vert ical  prol i fera t ion was ma& as  a  quid  pro  Quo  for  non-nuclear  States'

CXMunitmont  t o  forgo  h o r i z o n t a l  p r o l i f e r a t i o n . A key element in this regard is a

comprehene ive test ban.

Indoneria  regard8 th0 non-prol i fera t ion Treaty ae an impartant  ine t tument  in

the body of troatiee’  governing nuclear arms. Over  the  yeara the Trea ty  ban heon

etrenqthened  by wider adherence and by measurer toward@  a more effective l afeguards

eyatem, and i t  haa codified the intoreets  of a vast majority of Stater, reflectin

an  ab id ing  comnitment  t o  i t s  va l i d i t y  and  con t i nu i t y .

At the ram tim, however, Indonraia rcritrratee  the miaqivinqr  that it eharos

with  o ther  non-nuclrar  Stator owl: thr  uneven implementa t ion  of the ersrntial

PrOviriOne  o f  th0 Treaty, esprcially  a r t i c l e  V I , rrla ting to the coeea tion of the
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nuclorr-armr race md nuolrar dirrrmrnrnt  . While  t h r  n o n - n u c l e a r  S&to@ partha to

thr  non-prol i fera t ion Treaty havr l ived  up  to  the i r  comitmente,  the  nual.ear  ~merm

hrvo not ,  rincr in the part  two deordea the  pace  of the  nuole~r-rrmr  ram, far from

diminirhing, bar actual ly  accelerated. Geogrrphioal  p ro l i f e r a t i on  an land and am&

har procorded apace, rendering the porribility  of mutually balanced reduotionr l v@n

m o r e  diffioult. A hew element in the rtratrqio  l cludtior\~-  the prorpeot of an

l lttrnriw of the arlhr race into outer apace - hrr fu r t he r  comp l i ca t ed  the  liiturtion~

I
We welcomed th@ INF TreatY am a wnoreto  initiative to fulfil the ohliqrtfonr

under  rrtiole  VI of the nondproiiferrtion  Treaty,  whore implementation  w11 lOnO

Overdur. N o n e  the  1e81, i n  vier) o f  th& maqnitude  and  l eve l  of  t h e  arrenalr, even

the l nviruqed 50 pet cent reduokion  will rtill leave the major Powerr with nuclear

Wrrponr that far l xtbaad tho#e they had in 1960.  Hence, the rationale  for thie

proporal h u  becorn,  even t~@re  rblevmt todrry. S u c h  a  r e d u c t i o n  rhould b e

Ucompsnied by a muturily  agreed moratorium on the development of new weapon8  and

rhould  he rapidly rbinforoed  by formal rgreemrnte  to eliminate a wide rang@ Of

l iwentr , w delegat ion  ir fully convinced tha t  only  through such  a bold  and

rweeping  bparture f rom the  prrlent  mi l i t a ry  paieturea  can w pa to t h e  h e a r t  of the

Ptohlenr,  pomed  by the nuclear menace,

In retrorpact,  i t  i s  h e a r t e n i n g  tha t  the  T h i r d  Reviaw Confe r ence  o f  t he

par  t ies  to  the  non-prol i fera t ion Treaty  adopted a  Final  Declsra  tion, given the

diema  failure of the Second Review Conference. On the  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t s  u t i l i t y  i n

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  autooms of  t h e  Firat Rev iew Confe rence  c l ea r ly  r e f l ec t s  t ha  discord

and the reluctance  on the part of aome States to exprers  a genuine comiment  to

full implemntation  of the Treaty. Hence, my deleqation rharer the mirqivin9fi

exprerred  by other  Strter  over  the  persietence  of the  imbalances  in  the  Treaty,

rcpecially the mirplaoed  strers  on  the  obliga t ionr  of non-nuclear  State6 vi8-h-vie

there amrumed  by  t he  nuc l ea r  Powerr.
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In  thir c o n t e x t ,  t h e  forthcomirq  Rev iew  Conferenc) will have  t o  mdertake a

thorough, OtitiOal l X8min8tiOn of the operation of the Treaty  during the pcrrt two

decade8  t o  determine  wilethor a l l  I t# provin ionr have heen IaI th f  u l ly  implenrnted  I

mnd ma 8 rrrult of ruoh an examinat ion to  adopt  mearurer  to re,mrdy  the

inadequrclrr. Only  ti@m w i l l  rhow w h e t h e r  t h e  non-proliferation  Treaty w i l l

Wtain itr effloacy o r  *ether  i t  w i l l  lmprr  i n t o  lerr and leua r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e

quart for nuclear non-proliferation.

Th* r i g h t  t o  o~tahliah  nuolear-weapon-free  zone.  bar boon e x p l i c i t l y

reoognizetd  by the  non-prol i fera t ion Treaty , In a prciod of widespread  knowledge

r n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  nuclesr  technolw  r n d  firrionrble  materirls,  t h e s e  zonea

provide a viable mean@  for the non-nuclear Staterr,  on their 0~ ini  tiutlve, to

rnmure the total abrence of nuclear weaponr from tha$r territorien  and enhance

their mutual recur1 ty. They can alao promote the peaceful uaecI  of nuclear  energy

w i t h i n  the zone1 b y  fscilit8tinq  t h e  ertahlirhment  o f  r e g i o n a l  o r  internstional

fue l  cyc l e  oentren, w i t h  t h e i r  s t t e n d a n t  e c o n o m i c  m d  p h y s i c a l  security  benefits

for  *xfr*Ctinq  urrnium,  fabricating  nuc l ea r  f ue l  and  reproceaaing  p l u t o n i u m .  A b o v e

all, they can provide the means for obtaining recurity  aaaur MCOEI  from nuclear

POwOr not to use or threaten to ube nuclear weapons.
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In our par t  of  the  world , this is exemplified by the en try intb force of the

Rarotonga Treaty for the South Pacific region and the ongoing effort8 of the

A~~sociation  of South-Eaat  Aalan Nationa for  a  nuclear-weapon-free son4  in

South-East Asia. As 811 the Stat48 in that region are signatories of the Treaty on

the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of Nuclear  Wmpons, this common denominator auqurs well for

the success of the nuclear-weapon-f tee-zone initiative. I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y

desirable fo r  our  r eg ion , which has a long history of endemic conflicta and

in s t ab i l i t y  as  w e l l  a8 ex terna l  involvemnt. w d e l e g a t i o n  f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e 8  t h a t

the establiahxmnt  of a nuclear-weapon-free zone would alao constitute a positiV4

Rt4p in  reducing teneion and foater ing co~perstion  on other,  wiQr, regional

issue8, and make a  s igni f icmt  contr ibut ion to  nuclear  disarnrrnrant,  inc luding  the

s t rengthening of  non-prol i fera t ion by progress ively  reducing the  geographical  areas

within which nuclear weapon8 can operate. Ult imately,  a denuclearized  zone in

Sout+Eaet  As ia , taken together with the aroma covered by the Treaties of Rsrotonga

and Tla te lo lco , would cover a vast and contiguous zone free from the menace posed

by nuclear weapons.

Ever since the United Nations adopted the Declaration of the Indian Ocean a8 a

Zone of. Psace, my delegation has been fully aware of the potential benefit8 ita

impl4~ntAtiOn  would br ing for  the littore and hinterland StateA as well as for

t he  ex t a rna l  Powera. Consider ing i t s  s t ra tegic  locat ion encompassing major sea

lanes  Vital for  in ternat ional  t rade and comnunication  and the dynamics  f lowing from

a  m u l t i t u d e  of  r eg iona l  m d  ex t r a - r eg iona l  f ac to r s , the importance of mainteininq

peace  and  s t ab i l i t y  i n  t he  Ind i an  Ocean  i s  s e l f - ev iden t .  The  fac t  that ita

l i t tora l  and hinter lmd is  overwhelmingly  comprised of  newly independent

non-aligned State8 eager to harness their abundant resources for development free

from great-Power r ivalry md compet i t ion  adds  poignmt urgency to  the estmblishm6nt

of zonal. peace in the Indian Ocean.
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Theee aspirs t ions, however, are being aeciously aet back by the growiW

militari2ation  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  Oceanr which has ins t i l led  a  pervasive  sense  of

i n s t a b i l i t y  a n d  insecurity, both rag ion-w1 6 md beyond. The Indian Clean aone Of

peace cannot materiali2a  aa long as naval maricmuvre8, t h e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n

militrry hmrea md othsr  manifes ta t iona of mil i tary-power  project ion cont inua

unabated. The complex ramificationa of the problem  involved and the diffsring

perceptiona of them can only be addrcsaed  comprehensively  through the lonqqending

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conferance  on the  Ind ian  Ocean. Indonesia  and the  ot.her non-a l igned

States  therefore  remain commit ted ta ite convening no la ter  than 1990 ti aecure  Lh*

ob j ec t i ve s  o f  t he  Dec l a r a t i on .

In  t h i s  contex t  as  w e l l ,  i t  wa8 on ly  recent ly  tha t  tha i n t e r n a t i o n a l  oomnunity

accorded bela ted  recogni  tian to the drngmousby naglectsd  issue  of the nrval AITml

race. Members  have  bacon@ i nc reas ing ly  aware  o f  the  pa r t i cu l a r  charrctnristics  of

naval armament2 snd the m~da  of operation of naval force8 in the overall COnteXt Of

t h e  g l o b a l  arm race . Apmrt  from the fact thrt n3 lOa@ than me third ot the

wor ld ’ s  nuc l ea r  ar2enale  a r e  de s t i ned  fo r  nava l  &ployment,  t h e  distinguiahin~

fea tu re  of  sea-baaed  nuc l ea r  forces ia t h e i r  rhility to  p ro l i f e r a t e  gaoqrryhicmlly

throughout Ule  world ad to be deployed  along any coastal  points. whi le  the

stationing and movement of tactical nuclear weapons on land ara restricted by

treaty  provis  ions , their naval deploy2mnt  can place any Stab at riMto

T h e  h o r i z o n t a l  a n d  verticsl  p ro l i f e r a t i on  o f  s ea -baaed  rtrategic  and t a c t i c a l

nuclear weapons cannot but be of utmost ooncern to Indonesia, an archipelagic

country boated  artridr important waterways linking two oceans rnd two oontinents.

With the stvsdy drvelopmnt  of SM power , marl tinm strrteqies  md brllistic-missile

submariner at soa, l aoh carrying unprecedented explosive force in their armoury of

nuclesr  warheads, the security md survival of the human race is placed in nor ious

jeopardy. In thir cxmtoxt, we have noted the ~bsetvations mde by some delegations
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during the cuTrent session of our Committee on the need to move forward in an

appropriate forum in order to define oettain principles and establish guidelines on

measures for naval arms limitation and disarmament.

Vurning now to non-nuclear issues, Indonesia is gratified that the Geneva

Protocol has been adhered to by more than 100 nations. This reflects mankind’s

abhorrence of the use of chemical weapons, which are second only to nuclear

armamants in their indiscriminate lethal power. The critical importance of the

Prot~ol, as one of disarmament’s nest enduring international legal fnstruments,  is

unden Sable. Pegre tt ably, however, these past six and a half decades have also

provided ample evidence of its shortcomings and of the fact that, in the absence of

a truly equitable ard comprehensive convention banning chemical weapons, neither

the use nor the spread of these weapons could be prevented. No less disturbing is

the competition to apply new technologies to produce a new generation of mote

advanced chemical weapons with ever greater destructive capabilities.

Consequently, chemical weapons  * which were once viewed as just another lethal

arman@nt, today ace loathed as weapons of mass destruction capable of

indiscriminate killing and maiming of civilians rather than well-protected and

well-trained soldiers, Hence the need to achieve a total ban through a legal

&giI!m on the developrnt, production, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons and

their destruction has become imperative. The Paris Conference of last January

generated rrPmentum  for the Conference or Disarmament to mclve forward with a sense

of urgency for the early conclusion of a convention.

The Canberra Conference held last month provided an unilsralleled  opportunity

for the representatives of both Governments and industry to discuss and exchange

information on all relevant aspects of a chemical-weapons convention as well as the

modalities for its implementation. It emphasized the critical importance of

co-operation ard co-ordination between them , especially on aues tions concerning tne
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technical aspects of verification and the protection of legitimate commercial

operations. The Conference has thus made a significant contribution in clarifying

issues facing the negotiators.

Notwithstanding divergencies that continue to exist on certain key issues,

steady progress continues to be made on several aspects of the future convention,

and we at the Conference on Disarmament now have a more nearly complete and

acceptable text. Many provisions of the convention have already been agreed uPon*

and many detailed provisions elaborated. It is particularly grati.fying  to my

delegation that the Ad Hoc Committee has been able to tackle many sensitive

subjects such as challenge inspection. At this stage, we should like to express

our collective determination to expedite the ongoing negotiations so as to finalise

the comprehensive convention banning chemical weapons no later than the year 1990

or 1991 and to exhort all States to accede to it without delay and thereby ensure

its early entry into force. This will constitute a historic milestone and a major

achievevent  by the Conference on Disarmament.
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I;bvvr1,opment  n o u g h t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  c.l.cm~s  arid multidi,m~~~nXnnal  1 ink  betwasn  two o f

t h e  gloat  uqant,  challengrns  f a c i n g  thta  w o r l d  bxlay. The F ina l  L‘locumanL and Act ion

Proqranme  adoptadl by the Confar’ence bar provided us  wi th  ~1 suffioiantly  bro&d

framework for future action ad continuing  efforts in thoae two irLtmrr@lat@d

fieldr,  upon which the building of a more peaceful, secure and prosrperouru  wor Id is

80 vi tally dbpencknt  . My delegation expects that, m t h e  basic o f  thoa@ decisionav

follow-up actions will hc pursued in the context of an interrelated perapectiva

within the United Nations and i ta appropt ia te organs ard agencies.

In conclusion, we have witnessed a palpable resurgence of support by W&et

Statas for the United Nationo, including a renewed commitment to its strsrrgthening

and rcvitnl  ization. Indeed, the Orqanizatian  is today enjoying enhanced canfidanccb

and es teem au itn ro le  i s  being increas ingly  sought  in  conf l ic t  re#olutiOn* Ye t:

th is  i s  not fuily ref lected in  the  f ie ld  of  d isarmament  and in the promot ion of

common secuti ty l It i s  on ly  through t h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  approati and the

strengthening of  the inst i tut ions for  mult i lateral  m-operation,  especially the

United Nations, tha t  nago t i a  tiona on a l l  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  disarmament  can  hcR

conducted to  safeguard global  peace and secur i ty . Tbwards  tha t  end,  we should

af f i rm thus c e n t r a l  r o l e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  National  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  of

disarmament and cofftnit  ourselves to enhancing further the effectiveness of the

rnachi,nery  and procedures  of  mu1  t i la tera l  d isarmament  endeavourn.

Mr. SAETHIW  (Norway) :  Al low me  f i r s t ,  Mr . Chairman, on behalf of the

Norwegian Cfivernment, to  express  to you our  warmest  congratula t ions  On yollr

unanimous elec t ion  to  pres ide  over  the  Fi rs t  Committee. I am sure that under yout

able guidance we will achieve progress in the field of disarmament. 1 a l s o  w i s h  t o

congratula te  the other  off icers  of  the  Commit tee  on thei r  e lec t ion.
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Over the pwt Ceu  year8 we have witnerred  encouraging developnrntr  in the

l!ield of arm8 control and diaarmammt. The oonrtructive  dialOgU@8  being bald today

in  a  number  of! diffwrnt forum8  we i n  aharp contrYt  t o  t h e  ,nood  p r eva i l i ng  only a

few yearn ago. We already hrrve  several  important  aChi@V9mnt8  to  our  oredit.  The

hirtoric  Tcaaty between the United State8 and thr Soviet Union on the Elimination

of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Mi88ilea  - the INF Tr8aty - ha8

bem>natrat,ed  tha faaaibility at a far more ambitiou8  l pprach to arma control md

dfaarmement than we8 prc,vioualy  helieveij  posrible. A mourn turn ha8 been craa ted

tha t  could  lead to brsrtic raductir+na in  otrabgic  nuclear wc~ponr a8 W@ll.

Althouqh  t h e  situation  i n  the di&s&rmament  arnd atmr-control  f i e l d  ir mre

promitiinq  t h a n  ever before” there  ir no rwa8on  for complacency.  The proC*@8

utattrd by the RIF Treaty need8 ‘&o be pursued with vigour in both bilrteral and

mul tilrtcrrcrb  Carumrr  AL; comxsrte rerultr IL’@ to be obtained.

The ~nurtruct~~vr  and Ixorktiva dove~.o@ments  in the Vienna negotiationa an

oonventional  ~arms-wntrcrl  ,in LurOpe are part icular ly  encouraging. They hold out a

pKOmi@tm  of r~qnif!lcrnt redluctionr in th@ annventional  forca8 in Europe and of the

d@vcaIkopnmnt.  o f  srdditir.wrnl  ~ornr,kd~,nce-buil8lnq  m@alure8r  T h a  Roaua o f  a t t e n t i o n  S t

Vienna ham natusally bean the  neqot1~tionar  cm convent ional  forcear  in  Europa. Thor0

nwJotsationru d o , aftor: all, addraBs t h e  v a r y  c r u x  of! Europe’fi  recurity  cancernlr

;74mely  S o v i e t  sup9ricl)r~i,t,y  i n  cri,t:lcnl forctrt ahtlaqorlas. Howevet, t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n

of con%1  dence- a d  aacurity-building  mea~uze~  ehorrild  n o t  ha underer timnted. Force

~8dl;lCtfOn8  c a n  o n l y  partly rrrrolve t,h#  Europe&W  recurit,,!) probl~rm, A more detailed

code  of  conduct  for whmtevmr  t occa ta  remain wi l l  clar~~ly  be reauirad.  The

neqotiati.onr  o n  conf!idence- and aecurl ty-bui ld ing ~~~BIJCBIPI  end  on  co,lventional

fo rce r  :Ln E u r o p e  rshould therofora! be urged  o n  w i t h  wiral  f.l@tetmination.
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In the oonf iGnce- md recur1 ty-bu ildinq neqo tia tionr a number of Common

l lomentn have been l 8tabli8hed in the proporalr  pro8ented  80 far. By build1  nq on

tho89 alemntr i t  8hould  b e  pO88ibl9  t o  re8ch M aqreenrnt  o n  c o n f i d e n c e -  a n d

recurity-building  mearurer before the next meeting of ch@ Conference on Security

and Coaper8tion  in Europe at Hel8inki  in 1992.

In the conventional-force negotiat?Qnr  it  ha8 been po88ibl@  to reach agreement

on the important concept8 of a future trehty in a rematkabl~ hort tim. T h e r e  i8

agreement in principle on which woaponr are to be lnclubd and on the rise of the

reduction8 to be enviraqed. It  ha8 al80 been rqroed in pr inc ip le  tha t  re&Ctia

meadburea  rhould be rupplenrnted  by stabiliainq  and informational mea8ure8 and a

rtrict  v e r i f i c a t i o n  r/ginr. W h e r e  o p i n i o n 8  d i f f e r  - and they 8 till do on a number

of impor tant  poin t8  - we have reen a gradual  rapprochemnt  among  the pcrrtier  on

var low i88U98.

The goal of reaching an agreement by the firrt half of 1990 wa8 one of the

far-r98Chinq  proporab  Irrrde by P r e r i d e n t  Burh  and 8upported by the  Allier 8t the

8ummit  meeting of the North Atlantic Treaty Orqanization  in May. That  ia an

ambitious  but realirtic  goal that  reflect8 our fee l ing8 about  the  urqency  Of thi8

matter . We note with eativfaction  that Preeidrnt Gorbachev haa expreeeed his

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Western  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  thi8 reapact. That would contribute to

faci l i ta t ing an sarly agreement , which would form a baris for further and even imre

ambi t i ous  e f fo r t s .

However, an early and natiafsctory aqreemsnt will  al80 depend upon our ability

to work together. The impreseive  relrultr of the recent NATO rrummit  meeting ad the

frOqUent  United States-Soviet meeting8 at the mlitical  level are examplea of how

valuable  the  d i rec t  involvemnt  of pol i t ica l  leadere  can be .
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We rrr alao pleared  b y  t h e  porri tiva prorpacta  o f  the nuclrar a n d  apaM talka

botwcNn  thr United  Stat.8 and the Soviet  Union following the rrarnt talka in

Wyoming. Owing to tha vary constructive  attitude on both ridaa an l grormnt

Clurly  arrm with in  reach. Thua therm ia now a firm foundation on whioh to bogin

building a l trategia arms-roductlon agcormnt.

I f  removing  tha quoation  o f  aaa-launched  cruiao miaailoa f r o m  the

rtrakgic-arma-rrduation  framawock  can contribute to an early l grornrnt, that will

bo mot with undrratanding on our part. Howwor, the auration  of limiting

rea-launched  cruise miaailem  romaina a mat tar of groat importance  to Norway l W*

tharrfore  hop@ that a way will be found to rnablr  thr United  Statar and the Sovirt

Union to &vote Kcxa tim r\d effort to the rdlution  of the difficult irrur Of

v e r i f i c a t i o n .

In the area of multilateral  diaarmammt,  Norway continuer to give top priocitY

to thr work of the Conferrncr  on Diaarmamnt on a global, comprrhonrive  and

l ffOCtivoly vrrifiablr oonvention  on chemical wuponr. It was our hope, aftor the

ruccesaf ul Par ir Csnformncr in January, that rubatantial progreaa would bo rmda

during thr 1989 l rrrion of thr Confotrnco  on Dirarmrmont. Although  our

l xpmctationr havr not baton fully nrt, we have notod a certain amount of progrraa on

a nufbrr Of iaaura 80 that wo now have a draft convention that ir more oompleta

than kforo. Yet f ina l  agreement  QI t h r  remaining  k e y  uuoationr  haa rtill n o t  been

rarehod.
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During the last few woeka, however, we have aeon dsvrloprmrnta  that q ivr reason

for more optimism concerning next year’s neqotiations. The positive outcome of the

Canborra  Confe r ence  repreaenta  a  nw dimnrrron  i n  qovecnmnt-industry

co-opera t ion. Furthermore,  the Soviet-United States memorandum  of underrtandinq on

a chemical-weaponr data exchange and on the verification of these data should make

i t  posaibl~  to proceed rapidly in Geneva toward8 agreement on the remaining

ver i f icat ion problema. Moreover, the recent statermnts  by President Bush and

Foreign Minister Shevardnadze in  the  @mars1 Assetily  should  give the negot ia t ions

a much-neecbd  pol i  tics1  impetus .

The agreement between the United Staten and the Soviet Union on the exchange

of data should net an example to other countries ponsessinq  such weapons. All

chemical-weapons State8 ehould provide information about the number  of their

utockb, t h e i r  l o c a t i o n ,  comp\rrni.  t i o n  a n d  o v e r a l l  nise. We should take nteps to

encouraqe the following up of hilateral developments between the super-Power8  hy a

multilateral exchange of data relevvlt  ta the chemical-weapons convention.

What we need to do now is to take Hdvantage  of the recent new momentum in the

field of chemical weapons to make proqreRe when neqotia tiona are restarted in the

Conference on Disarmament. The First Committee can contribute  to this hy

i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  n w  developmnta  i n  t h e  Polish-Canadian  d r a f t  r e a o l u t i o n  a n d

sending an uneauivocal  signal to the negotiator8  in C’ineva to speed up the work,

w i t h  a  view t o  c o n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  t h e  ea r l i e s t  date .

As the endorsed Weetern candidate for menhership  in the Conference on

Disarmament, Norway Carrie!, wl t h e  r e s e a r c h  programm? o n  t h e  ve r i f i c a t i on  o f  t he

alleqed use of chemical weapons. The result9 ace made known to the international

community throuqh documentation presented to the Conference on Disarmament. This

r e sea rch  proqramne, which i s  being carr ied out  by the  tirweqian  Defence Research
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Eatabliah~nt,  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  neqotbtiona  on a ohemioSl-WeSpOnS

convrnt  ion.

A comprrhenaive nuclur-tort ban is another important iaauo on the

in torna t ianal agenda. The  Conferance on Diaarrnnrn  t Should,  in our view, be given

A mandate  to initiate auhatantive work on teat-ban iaauea. I n  t h e  meantime,  t h r

Group of Scientific &port8 on l eiamic l venta la making conaideeahlo  hradway in ita

wOfk on a modern global network for the exchange of Seismic data. Of par titular

intareat IO the ongoing technical teat concerning the qlobal l xahango and 8nalyaia

of #eiamic data, It ia eaaential that as many  countr lea as poaaible from all

cornora of  tbo w o r l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  this experinrnt.

Norway is continuing its rraoarch programme on improving mrthodr and

techniques for aeiamic verification - i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  by making uao o f  rag ional

arrays. Next February the Norwegian Seismic Array Eatahliahmatnt (NORSAR)  and the

Minis t ry  of Foreign Affrirs wi l l  organize  a workshop  in  Oslo on reqimal  arrays and

the i r  use in  seismic ver i f icat ion rusearch. Me&err of the Group of Soirntific

kprrta md other exper ts  have been invi ted  to  the  workdrop. The document8 tion

presented at the workshop  will  he made available to the Conference on Diaarmamnt.

Let rrm alao express my Governxmnt’a  eatisfaction  over the outcomb of the

recent  ELViQW  Conference of the  Par t ies  to  the sea-bed Treaty -  the  Treaty on the

Prohibition of the ESnplaceaBnt of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapon*  of Mann

Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and the Subnoil  Thereof. The Trraty

has mnde  a positive  contrihutim  to disarmament, and the Review Conference

confirmed that there ia no armm race on the two thitda of our globe covered by its

prov is ions. It is our hope that the poaitive outcome of the nor-hed Treaty Review

Conference will Serve as, an inspiration  for next year ‘I review of the

non-p to l i f a r a t i on  T rea ty .
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The  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty  ia a  cornet-ntone  of  t he  work  on m u l t i l c t o r a l

dinarmament. Tho incteaaing  number  of Sta tea adhering to the Tren ty iu evidence of

a growing international concern to prevent the further rpread of nuclear weapanfi.

We are aatirfied with the smooth preparatory procorn ,  which auqura well  for  a

auc;ceaaful outcorm  of the Fourth Review Conference. Norway attacher great

importance to the non-pro1 iferation Treaty, and itr continued validity should be

conclusively  rsconf irrmd in 1990.

In order  to atrongthen the role  of  mul t i la tera l  dinacmament the  ptential  of

the relevant forum8 needs to be msximized, We have for SOIMJ  year8 now been

examining way8 and mean8 to rntionalize  the work of the Fi ret CoImnitteo. While

8or~) progrssa haa b e e n  made, there in d ti l l  ample room for improvemsnt. At the

laat fienrion of the Disarmament Comninrion WC) rtartsd 8 dahate on the need to

enhance the role of thicl  forum. The informal consul,  ta tions  that have heen

i n i t i a t e d  on th is  nuhject y ive  an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  comprehensive  diflcuanions  o n  al.1

aepectYr  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  DiplflJrmarf@nt  CommiRaion. Tha at tempts to

Rtrenqthen t h e  role o f  these  t w o  delihercrtivs  hodiea Rhould h e  reqardt?d  t o  nome

e x t e n t  a~ b e i n g  i n t e r r e l a t e d . Only ty mkinq the work of!  the diesrmamsnt  bodi@a

more eff ic ient  can the (Jnitcd Nstionf# hope ta  r@,apond  to ths currant  dynamism In

the  hi la tera l .  and reg ional armA cont ro l  fcrrumn.

In conclusion, I: should Iike tcs amphiroizc  t h e  qrowing  intetnattonol  a c c e p t a n c e

of a wider dfinition  of security and stability. Thaee two concept8 have too 0 f ten

beon r e fe r r ed  to  in terms  of  mi l i t a ry  fac tors  a lone . A b r o a d e r  d e f i n i t i o n  ia

needed in today’s world - a clef ini  t far that encompaa3es  poli  tical, economic,

ecologio*,i, IOCial, htJm8n  r ights  and humani tar  Ian aspecta. Tt i s  v i t a l  t h a t  w e

r e t a i n  t h i s  w i d e r  c o n c e p t  o f  ascurity  and  s t ab i l i t y  i n  the  fu r the r  disarmament

process.
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I feel that we CM look ahead with a ronro of optimirm. Thr Uni ted IQ tiOna

haa proved that it can act ao an efficient  conflict-rerolving  orqrniartion. The

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  iu bpondent  QI t h i a  f unc t i on  o f  the U n i t e d  Nation8 t0 Met

now challenqe~  conrtruct  ivrly. The Unitrd  Nationr  han an important role to play in

in i t ia t ing , l upportinq Ed rupplamrntinq  dirarmrmnt nagotiationr in other

mul t i l a t e r a l ,  r eg iona l  and bilrtorrl  forum. I f  w e  a l l  make f u l l  UIO o f  the

momentum  that hu heon croatod,  now and important l qreementr can ho ruchrd in the

fih.i Of arm8 control and dimrrmament.

Mr* MY!!% (Iroland)  1 Allow mo at the outlot, Sir, to l xtond warm

conqratulatiotu to you, both on bohrlf  of my doleqa  ticn nd an my own brhrlf, on

Your appointment am your country'm  Doputy Foreign Minirtrr. WI l xtond our

hrartiemt  wirhu to you for rvory l uccome in the prrformance  of thr dutier of that

h iqh  officr. Conqrrtulrtionr  are rlro due to you on your election @rn Chairman of

the Firat Cornmitt- nd to the other officorr of the ComHIitt*O*
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My drloqation  in confident that, under  your  mkilf u l  ad  able  d i rec t ion ,  of which 1

’ have had permcnal experience in other forum, the Comni  ttee will be able to carry

out it8 heavy proqramfm  of work in an efficient and productive mMner~

I would l ike al80 to expremm our appreciation for the excellent contribution

of your predecemmor,  Ambammador Douqlam Roche  of Canada, and to the l taff of the

Department for Dimarmament Affa its, and in particular, Under-Secretary-General

Yam umhi  Akamhi.

My deleqation haa been encouraged by the perceptible mood of optimism and the

praqma tic, conmtructive at t i tudes  that  have ermrqed  in  the  courme of  our  Current

general debate. There  im a widempread recogni t ion that  the  s ignif icant ly  improved

a t m o m p h e r o  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  holds  out  rmch  promime  fo r  the  fu ture .  Ae

confrontation and rhetoric proqremmively give way to reamoned dialogue, and aa the

s ter i le  pelf tic8 of the cold-war era  fade in to  the  shadow of him tory ,  there  is

increas ing evidence of  a  mhared determinat ion to  t rans la te  these  pomitive  t rends

into eubstantive  and durable progress. Member States generally seem nw>re disposed

to place the United Nation8 at centre ataqe once again and to acknowledge the

Orqanization’e  p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pmmcc  a n d  security. W e

n o w  Bee.  g rea t e r  support  fo r  t he  e f fo r t s  o f  t he  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  t o  ease and

re so lve  r eg iona l  tension8  in  a  number  o f  con f l i c t  areas1 in Central America,

southern Aft ica and South-EaRt  ARta. These developments augur well for our work in

this Committee over the weeks ahead, and our delihera t iona here ehould prove

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r u i t f u l  o n  thim o c c a s i o n .

My delegation warmly welcomes the continuing efforta of the two great military

Powers  to  guide  thei r  v i ta l  re la t ionship  a long a more atable and product ive  path .

Wet strongly support their endeavours to achieve further important  aqreemntm

between themeelves. We consider  tha t  each incremntal  mtmp  they take  to  bui ld

greater mutual truat serves to buttreme  our hopme  that the many dimappointmentm of
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the pact wi l l  not resurCacr. The recent mm ting at the foreign-minirter  10~01

between the United 8ta tes and the Soviet Union mat krd anothot encouraging rtrgo in

t h e  pcocear o f  bu i l d ing  a  relationrhip  o f  aon f id rnce  tha t  ha8 major impliCatiOna

for  tha w o r l d  as a  wholo and,  perhvpr i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  f o r  t he  fu tu re  o f  E u r o p e .

The  significant  developmrnte  w e  h a v e  witnerrrrd  a t  t h e  bilatwal Md regional

level0 over the past year do not, however, diminirh  our l nxietie8 about the rcalo

and extent  of what  remaina  to  be  accomplirhed. T h e  c e n t r a l  irruer in  the

Wltilateral disarmament  f ie ld  that  have bedevi l led  the international  wmunity  for

decader  s t i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  fo rmidab le  agenda . ‘mat agrnda  neebr t o  b e  addrerwd in

an adaquate manner. K&spite  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  rupport  f o r  t h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  proaerr

l xpresaed year after year by the overwhelming  majority  in thie Committoe,  the gain@

made multilaterally continue to fall well below our rearonable l xpoctationr. In

som inbtancea, and erpecially  o n  t h e  quertion o f  n u c l e a r  diaarfmmrnt,  t h e  very

mechanism that should c?en the way to progress  haa not even been ret up. My

delsga tion remains  fully commit ted to the pomi  tion that thr Conference on

Disarmament  should  he.empowercd  to  negot ia te  on a l l  itemm  on ita agenda. The Final

Document of  the f i rs t  epecial seeeion  of the General  hsembly devoted to

disarmament declared that “. . . effective meaaute8 of nuclear disarmament and the

prevention  o f  nuc l ea r  wa r  have  t he  h ighes t  p r io r i t y ’  (ra8OlUtiOn S-10/2,

para. 20)) and i t  a l so  recoqnized “the continuing requiteKmnt  for a rinqlr

multilateral difiarmamnt  negotiating forum” (ihid  l t  para. 120)

Yet that forum, the Conference on Disarmament, continues to be frurtcated in

i te  effor ts  and prevented from carrying out i t s  mandate  in  the nuclear field.

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  o t h e r  r e c e n t  diaappointmentr  a t  t h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  levelr  a t  itr

th i rd  specia l  aeeeion devoted  to dirarmaxmnt  las t  year the Gsneral Amrembly failed

to reach agreement on a concluding document. In our view,  the obrtaaler  in  the  way
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of an agreement could and should have been overcome. The Disarnmment Commission,

at its 1989 session, could not reach agreement on even a single item on its agenda.

It is therefore of the utmost importance that a renewed political commitment be

made by all States to reinvigorate the existing multilateral machinery  at our

disposal and enable i", to carry out the purposes for wi.ich it was established,

The need for a more urgent and sustained multilateral effort is amply

demonstrated if we recall that over 50,000 nuclear warheads now exist throughout

the world, amounting to an estimated total yield of some 15,000 megatons. Equally

distutbing is the continued qualitative upgrading of these instruments of wholesale

destruction.

These are sobering facts, even at a time when the improved climate in

East-West relations holds out the promise that the arms race can be effectively

halted and reversed. They serve to remind us of the enormity of the challenge we

confront. Despite the important and positive pointers of the past two years*

nGtably the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Pange

Missiles and the apparent progress being made by the United States and the Soviet

Union towards the early conclusion of an agreement on the reduction by half of

their strategic nUClear forces, the fact remains that nuclear weapons continue to

threaten the very survival of life on our planet. Enormous financial resources

continue to be *ployed and wasted in the quest for greater sophistication and for

superiority. Not' 'ng short of significant and wide-ranging dismantling of nuclear

arsenals seems likely to end the arms race. Paradoxically, in circumstances where

the nurrirer of nuclear weapons can be reduced, we must be alert to the danger of the

development of new and more devastating weapons, resulting in numerically smaller

hut even xore destabilizing arsenals.

In his address to the enera Assembly at its third special session devoted to

disarmament, Taoisoach, the Prine Minister of Ireland, called for a commitm?nt  to
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make disarmament a real factor in the security policy of every country. As he

stated on that occasion, much of the sense of insecurity in the contemporary world

sprir,gs from the very existence of nuclear weapons. Instead of offering

protection, they are a constant threat, dangerous to all the people of the world,

including their possessors. The increase in their number is a powerful source of

tension, leading to a world of diminished security at ever-higher levels of

armaments. This can only be overcome by a cooperative approach that seeks to

build confidence among nations and to renove the fear of attack by getting rid of

the means of waging war. Even in peacetime, these weapons are a constant sourcer

not only of insecurity, but in certain cases, of actual harm. Indeed, as my

Foreign Minister stated in the General Assembly last month, there are acute risks

pbsed by nuclear submarine traffic in busy coastal shipping and fishing zones such

as the Irish Sea. In practice, these vessels are underwater and highly mobile

nuclear-power stations, with nuclear-weapons capability.
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Like lmd-baaed nuclear inr ta l le  tions, they are not immune to accibntr, md they

carry the additional danger of collisions. Thus they pose the cmnrtant threat of a

very signif icant increase  in  the  dangers  a l ready exis t ing f rom the prerence  Of

radioactive  waste in the sea as a result of unlawful dumping and emissions from

nuclear installa  tiona.

The first step in the proceaa of halting the arm8 race murt be to atop

developing new weapons of wholesale destruction. T h a t  r e q u i r e s  m immdiato  e n d  t o

n u c l e a r  t e s t s  s i n c e ,  w i t h o u t  t e s t i n g , improven@nts in  the  qual i ty  of  nuclear-weapon

aystemr would he extremely difeicult. A total  prohihi  t ion  on  nuclear  terting

should be seen as the firet step towarda  disarmament, not as the final stage to be

aqreed only af ter  disarmamsnt  has  heen achieved, A universal production cutoff on

weapons-gtade f iss ionable  mater ia l  ia a lso  required.

There  ie a  c lose  re la t ionship  between a  comprehensive  tes t  bm and the

at ta inment  of  s ignif icant  cuts in  the  nuclear  arsenals of the nuclear Powers .

Those  cuts could  be  nul l i f ied  or  hecoms meaningless  i f  nuclear  Powers  cont inue  to

test new or modernized  nuclear weapons that would be more danqeroue ar

destahilizing  than  t hose  t hey  r ep l ace . Rapid conclus ion of a comptehens  ivc

tes t -ban t rea ty  would he  the  single cleares t  proof  the  nuclear  Powers  could offer

o f  t he i r  w i l l i ngnes s  t o  d i s cha rge  t he  ob l i ga t i ons  t hey  have  accctpted and  o f  their

determinat ion to  br ing the  arms race  under  control . Xt would a lso  s ignif icant ly

s t rengthen the Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of  Nuclear  Weapons  in  pPepaCatiOn

for  it33 sxtenaion in  1 9 9 5 .

Althouqh  the cessation of  a l l  nuclear-weapon tes t ing as a matter  of  top

priority is a constant and annually repeated demand of the wocld community,

30 years  of deliberations  and negot ia t ions  have resulted in part ia l  agreements

only. N o n e  of  t he  t h r ee  nuc l ea r - t e s t - l im i t a t i a r  trsattles  m far concludsd  has
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eeriously  affectrd weapons programmer by hindering improvomntr  in nuclear

weapona. Given recent  progtemo  in ver i f icat ion techniques,  f!eata of inadequate

ver i f icat ion cm no longer  credibly  be  put  forward aa M oblrtacle  to the conalurion

o!! a ocmpreheneive  nuclear-tert-ban treaty.

We notice t,hat since  the requirite ruppart of one third of the Statrr partier

to the partial  teat-bm Treaty haa born obta ined, the convrning  of an l nmndmnt

conference la nm under active oonsideration, A8 a  pa r ty  t o  t he  nartial tes t -ban

Treaty, lrelmd will pbrticipab  actively md conotructively  in the procere  l-ding

to the Conference and in the oonfrrence  itself. W e  how t h a t  i t  ,~I11 imd t o  a

commismnt  t;y a l l  Skates,  i n c l u d i n g ,  m o o t  imprtntly,  t h e  nuc lear -wupon  StateI,

to  a  ~mprehen8ivcr  t e a t  ban .

A ban on nuclear tertr muat. go hand in hand with deep cut@  in nuclear l rrenalr

and the halting of the drpioymnt  of now nuclear weapons. Iroland 8trongly

rupportr  the aim of a SO per crnt reduction in the rtrategic  uuc1cr.r: forcen of the

United Staten cr\d the Soviet Union. We we!,como  recent rspmtr of progrorr in thooe

naqotiation8 and hope that they will he rucceesfullY  concluQd  l e moon  aa

poieible,  However, t h a t  meaiburer ta b e  f u l l y  e f f e c t i v e , mut conrtitute  a rtap lb\

an  irreverrible  movemsnt toward gene ra l  nucleer diuarmamnt. F( 5 0  per c e n t

reduction will have 11. ttlc meaning If the remaining  wrrheadr am retained Oft

a  f o r t i o r i , i f  even mre lethal engine@ o f  destruction  a r e  d e p l o y e d .  There rhould

be an end not only to the development of new wenpone but alw, of their delivery

aya tams * A re&hlcAiOn  i n  ntrateglc  w e a p o n 8  muat be followad by  extensive  cut& i n

all other catnqoriee  of nuciear  weapone~ b o t h  14ub and land balled, w i t h  t h e  aim Of

t h e i r  e v e n t u a l  elimination. In our view the only acceptable level of nuclear

wctaponar  18 aero.
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The  ma in t enance  ad rtrenqtheninq  of an  e f f ec t i ve  nuc l ea r -non -p to l i fo t a  tiOn

rdgimr  ir rravrntisl. The non-pro1 iteration Treaty, which ir central  ta that

p r o c e s s ,  romainu  cme oC t h e  meet importcrnt  arrm c o n t r o l  agrsem6nt8  r e a c h e d  t o  d a t e

and ir a r ignf i icant  contr ibut ion  to world  atability.

An we approach the Fourth Review Conference of the Treaty ar the

Non-Pro1 ifaration  of  Nuclear  Wespona next  year  we should remtier  that  the  Treaty

cam into beinq parkly as a result of the acceptance by the principal nuclear

Powers of undertakings ta anqaqe in negotiation8 leading to nuclear disarmament.

‘Ib t ha t  conunitmnt  by nuc lear  Powera  wan j o i n e d  a  correrpondinq  commitrrent by  the

n o n - n u c l e a r  Staten  tha t  becsme  :Jarties to  the  Trea ty . Their comni tment wan  not to

enter  in to  the  nuclear-acme race . That comhina t ion of commitrnsntr  had the

objective of ensuring that nuclear weapons would not acquire a permanent and

incremntal  role in the tnternational  order. I f  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  ia t o

be judged eole)y  on the baeis of ita implementation by the 137 non-nuclear-weapon

S t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  p a r t i e s  t o  i t , then  i t  haa def ini te ly  been a major euccesa. It 10

reilruttable  that some States have remained outnide  the Treaty, and apparently

reliable reports that certain of them have subsequently  acquired or are approrrching

nuclsac-weapon  capability arc a matter of aerioue  concern, The non-nuclear-weapon

State8 partiaa, which compr iae the overwhelming majority of Stated, have by

a c c e p t i n g  the rbetrainta  imposed by  the  Trea ty  g iven  the  c l ea r e s t  pos8ihle

dc,monst.ration  o f  t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  s e e k  a n  e n d  ti t h e  nuclear-arm6  r a c e .  It

ie tmptrative  t h a t  t h a t  rdqime h e  universalized.

The Review Conference will alao examine the manner in which the Treaty has

been implemented by the nuclear-weapon States partiea, i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n

ti pursue negotiat ions on effect ive meaaureo  re la t ing  to  the  crrssation  of the

nuclear-arm8 race and to nuclear disarmament. At the 1990 Conference, whatever itr
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concl  unions  my be in regard to the obligations  under ar title  I of the Treaty, the

intarnational  cormunity  will he forced, unlorr  there are l ome aiqnificant

achisvemn  ta in tie mean tim, to conclude that there States have not taken

su f f i c i en t  step8 t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e i r  ohligationr  unde r  a r t i c l e  VI . For that rearon

alao, i t  ie omen  t i a l  t h a t  t h e  r i q n i f i c a n t  proqrerr  t o w a r d r  a  comprehenrive

test-ban treaty be achieved a t  an  wrly date .

It i s  in the common in  terer t  of  a l l  Statsr that  the  explora t ion ad  u(M Of

outer apace, which IIB the ptovince  of mankind aa a whole, rhould be for peaceful

purpose8  on ly . New technologies  rola ting tm outer apace havr mnde  a poei tive

contr  ihution, rnoet  notably in the field of nmnunicstionr  aatollitor, which have

r t renqthened the mean8 of verifying arm8 control  agreemrnte. Thorr technolog  ior

murt not, however, he adapted in much  a way as to extend the arms raae to outer

apace. S t r i c t  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a l l  exiclting aqrremntr, and  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  w i th  the

1 9 7 2  a n t i - h a l l i e t i c  misnile  T r e a t y ,  la ellaential.
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The ABM Treaty  ir a  proven corner-s tone of  the diaarmanmnt  protean, ad  i t8

importance cannot be over-emphaaized. I t  i s  alao ermential  t h a t  n o  e f f o r t  b e

apared, at  the  Conference  on Diaarmarmnt, to conaolidats md reinforce  the exirting

lega l  r/gime a p p l i c a b l e  t o  o u t e r  a p a c e .

It 18 a matter of concern to my delegation that ,  d e s p i t e  the  eubrtantial

progrerr already mad0  at  Geneva , a chemical-weapons  convention har not yet been

e l abo ra t ed . The early conclueion  and entry into force of a multilateral convention

on the prohibition of chemical weapons  is among the hiqheet priori  tieo Of the

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  comnunity. An endur ing hasis for  in ternat ional  peace and recurlty

cannot be arrured  in a world in which these horrifyinq weapons of whOle8ale

dertruction fo rm par t  o f  mi l i t a ry  a r sena l s .

The efforts of the Conference on Disarmament  have been facilitated by the

recent rertatement,  by the United States and the Soviet Union, of their cormnitment

to  achieving a mult i la tera l  convent ion and by the i r  willingnesr  to  imPlem6nt

interim meaBure8  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  stocks of  chemica l  weapone.

A valuable Impetus  to the Geneva negotiations was provided by the UnaniIrWM

reaff irmation of  the val idi ty  of the 1925 Geneva Protocol  hy the 149 par t ic ipants

a t  the  .Parie Conference held  in  January last. The  recent  GOVernINWt-InduBtrY

Conference in Canherra produced an important collective etatomnt  by the world’s

chemical  indust ry  of its commitment  to  assiet Governmenta in  hrinqing  ahout a to ta l

ban on chemical weapona.

The oppor tuni ty  presented  hy theBe  encouraginq developments  mrat no t  be los t .

The negotiation8 at the Conference on Disarmament mlrat he inteneified  and the

remaining  difficul  tiea, however complex, must be resolved. The convent ion, once

aqreed, mlret become truly universal aa regards adherence to it.
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While Irelad believes that nuclear arm poae the greatest throat to mankind,

we do not undereatimata  the threat posed by conventional weapons. Conventional

mil l  tary forcea  abrorb 80 per cent  of  to ta l  mi l i tary  expendi ture . Over 20 millron

People have been killed by conventional weaponr mince the Seaond World War, most of

them in the developing world. While progrerr in nuclear diaarmanrnt  cannot be held

hoatage t o  reduction8  i n  c o n v e n t i o n a l  armamenta, i t  is a tact  that  the  prorpectr

for nuclear dirarmamnt  would be immearurably  enhanced if the threat8 pored by

conventional forcea  were revved. The concept  of general and complete dirarmament

wa8 never intended to apply nolely  to nuclear weeponla.

A clear rignal ir needed that progress ir being made toward8 eliminating the

threat of a war fought with conventional armer ad  tha t  the  mi l i t a ry  op t i on  ir

being progresrively  abandoned, We welcome the fact that luch a aiqnal im currently

being provided in Europe, which s t i l l  today contsinm  the  world ‘a greateat

concentration of conventional arms and forcea. Progresu  la being ach i eved  In t h e

talk8 on conventional armd forcer in Europe md on confidence- md

secur i ty-bui ld ing meaauree current ly  taking place within  tht  f ramework of the

Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE)  procesr. Al though Ireland

does not participate directly  in the negotiations on conventional armed forcea in

Europe, we are encouraged by the goti prospects for an early agreOmnt* This,

COUpled  with  the  adopt ion  of  new conf idence-hui ld inq  meaeurea  bseigned  to  reduce

the  risk of  mi l i t a ry  con f ron t a t i on , wi l l  s t rengthen the co*pera t ive  apprmch

towarda in ternat ional  re la t ion8 that  I ment ioned ear l ie r ,  and upon which genuine

eecuri  ty can be built.

According to  a recent  raport, world  mi l i tary  expendi ture  exceeded the

e t a g g s r i n g  f i g u r e  o f  91 t r i l l  ion i n  1988. Th i s  f i gu re  contrants s t a rk ly  w i th  ne t

o f f i c i a l  deve lopmen t  aeeietance t o  a l l  d e v e l o p i n g  countries  of m e r e l y  $ 4 9 . 7  b i l l i o n

in 1988. I t  ha8 b e e n  c a l c u l a t e d  that 7 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  w o r l d  e x p e n d i t u r e  o n
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armamnta  ir attributable to a rmall number of Etatar, with the larqert rhare being

incurred by the two super-mwarr. Fur the rmore ,  n e a r l y  a l l  technoloqical  i n n o v a t i o n

in weaponry takes place in a rmall  number  of countries. Aa t h e  F i n a l  DocunWnt  o f

the firat 8prCial  8O~OiOtl  of t h e  General  AenelThby  devoted  t o  d i s a r m a m e n t  m&ker

clear, Staten with  the  largeat mil i tary arsenals  have a special  rerponnihility  in

the procorn  of reducinq  conventional armamenta. Howevr  r , thfire l a  a n  u r q e n t  noed

for  al l  State8  to  explore  way8 in  which  they could  in i t ia te  or faci l i ta te  efforts

aimed at conventional arms limitation or disarmament. This i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y

a p p l i c a b l e  i n  t h e  cbae o f  reqional  approaches, w h e r e  t h e  responaihility  of  Statem

in the i r  own reqiona  ie ael.f-evident.

T h e r e  ia a  genuine tradeoff h e t w e e n  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  reaourceo  t o

m i l i t a r y  putpoaee  - 6  per  cent  of  the  world’e  output - and the abili  ty to solve

qlobal  economic problems. The world cannot devote enormous human  and financial

reRourcea  to armamnts  and at the same time meet it8 urgently necaeeary CYeVelOpIIBnt

qoa 1R. In a world where hundred8 of millions live in desperate poverty and endure

famine, malnut r i t ion  and disease , i t .  ia traqic to w i t n e s s  t h e  aurn8  dianipated  o n

armaments. The wor1.d  need8 development of i ta aqr tcultural, marine and industrial

re4ource8, het ter  heal th  and eAuca  tion, and improved infrantruct,urea  - not more

weapona,

The environment is another area likely to qain Fran a poeeihle  rechannelling

o f  m i l i t a r y  refiearch  a n d  davelopment. A prorecaisite  to arrea tinq envirarmental

deqradation  a n d  redreaninq  the damaqe  a l r e a d y  clone iu a  oomprehansive  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

of the complex relationships between the air,  water and land environments. Thie

reauirce the  involvement  of  akillf4 der iving from a wide var iety of disc ip l ines  in

both the natura l  and the  Racial  nciencee, a l l .  o r  most  o f  wh ich  a l r eady  exiet,  but
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are devoted to military rmearch and devolopmsnt. The United Nations  ham an

impor t an t  r o l e  t o  p l ay  i n  Btimulatinq  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  a c t i o n  i n  thie

araa.

F i n a l l y ,  qivrn  the c e n t r a l  r o l e  a n d  p r i m a r y  rerponribility  o f  the United

Nationr  i n  t h e  firld o f  dirarmamrrnt, it ir errential  that the oppt’xtmity l ffordd

by the current improvement in international relationa  ho availed of to l chiwr

proqrero  i n  dirarmsmsnt  n a q o t i a t i o n r  a t  the  mul  t i l a t r r a l  1~01. It 18

dirappointinq that. thir improvomsnt h a r  n o t  y e t  taken placr.  Whilr the

drliberative  and neqotiatinq  inrtrumbntr  for disarmsmsnt  l atabli8hed by the Cbneral

Aasonbly in 1978 have proved their value aa forum for dircurrlona by the

in terna t ional community , there  has boon a noticctablr  lack of output in  termr Of

concrete disarmament aqrermente. I t  is c lear  tha t  p o s i t i v e  movemnt  o n

mult i la tera l  disarmermnt  neqot ia t ione  requirea  the  suppor t  of both of tha

super-Power8  a n d  o f  the rest o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  comnunity. At a time of proqrerr

i n  b i l a t e r a l  neqotifitiona, i t  i s  essential  t h a t  t h e  lam rpirit  b@ a p p l i e d  t o

overcoming log- jams at  the mult i la tera l  level . I t  i n  our  h o p r  that a  ooncrete

outcom i n  ~)ome o f  t h e  p r i o r i t y  area8 c a n  b e  r@&ched  i n  t h e  n r a r  fUtUrea
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The concrete mea8ure8 we have called for today aret a  canprehenrive  t e n t  b&n

and an and to production of flrrionablr material for nuclear weaponal  deep cutr in

rtrateqic nd rhort-range  nuclear weapon8 au a prelude to the complete elimination

of al l  nuclear weaponry rtronqthening  of  the  non-prol i fera t ion Treaty8 a comple te

ban on chemical weapon8) reduction  of conventional weapon81 etrenqtheninq  Of

international @eaco  and reourity through development of wnfidence-building

mea8ure8  derigned to reduce  t h e  ri* of  mi l i t a ry  con f ron ta t i on )  ad  an

international rocomnibnont  to make productive u8e of the United Nation8 dinarmament

neqotiating  nuchinery.

The80  mearute8  are cer ta inly  not  new. Naverthelesa,  they are e8rential  atepe

which mmt be taken if we are to reach the aim to which WC have committed

ourselvee,  general  and complete  di rarmament . Moreover, theme mearurer represent

area8 in whioh proqrerr  C&B  be made  in the rhort term , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  oC

t h e  pre8ent  i m p r o v e m n t  i n  international  rolationr.

Mr. CmCDN  (Corta Rica) (interpretation from Spani8h) # I t  18 a  source of

q r e a t  8 a t i a f a c t i o n  f o r  o u r  deleqation t o  see t h e  cepreaentative  o f  a  f r a t e r n a l

country, Venezuela, a8 Chairman of the Fir8t Committee. Our nation8 have had

extrerfxtly  clore and warm relations for many yearr. Many are the bond8 that have

uni ted  us, par t icular ly  over  the la8t four decades. Striking amnq them is the

shared etruqqle  of our leadetrr for freedom, development and disarmament in

Ibero-Amer  ica. Thin is t he r e fo re  a  good  oppor tun i t y  fo r  IIB to wirh you  every

s u c c e s s  i n  thin  aenei t i ve  talk.

As R o b e r t  J .  Lifton  aaid in  a  beau t i fu l  and  8ad b o o k ,  we a re  a l l  he i r s  o f

Hiroehima. We have felt the weight of that great hecatomb this year, on the

f i f t i e th  anniversary  o f  t he  beg inn ing  o f  the  S e c o n d  mrld War .  Tha t  con f l i c t  l e f t

a large part of the world in ruinr. The dertruction reembd  to bury old hatred6 and

ideologica l  dieputets  that  had inf lamed hearta  and mind8 mince the  end of  the  last
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century, dieputea  that had lingered from the #O-Calhid Cheat War,  economic and

Bocial  imbalance8 of an order that rermed obloleto  and the World’8  complacency

abm t weapona. But  a 8cdiment  remained,  ready to be  rtirred  up at any t ime. It

Wa8 on that foundation that we beqan to build a new order with the help Of the

delicate framework that 18 the United Nation8  and it8 8pecialired  l gencier.

The arms  race is the very antitheria  of the principle8 which originally

in8pired  the United National it ha8 become the moat revealing indication that the
.

o l d  o r d e r  la l a t e n t  i n  t h e  n e w . The United Nation8 was e8tabli8hed  in 1945  with

the purpose of huildinq  a new and different world order on the remain8 of the one

that had collapsed 80 diurnally with the Second World War. Thor@ who created the

Orqanization were aware of the dircrepancy  between the ideal8 #et out in the

Charter of the United Natione, on the one hand, and the real structure  of power, on

the other. The latter, forged from the ember8 of part conflict8 and conqueata,  wa8

reflected in enormous inequalitieo  and dircrepanciee, l uperioritie8 and

inferioritiee,  domination and dependency. Thie whole  r i tua t ion  ha8 permeated the

course  o f  t he  spirallinq  arm8 race ,  a u  a l s o  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r e .

The challenge romaine almoet intact , an& ha8 not been met l OriOUBlY. The

world  peace of  the  las t  40 years  has been a real i ty  only for  the great  Powerr.

Lookinq at the military panorama of the port-war period, the picture we Bee i8

ut ter ly  d iecouraqinq, and countr ies  of  the  th i rd  wor ld  are the  major  protaqonie t r .

This vaat  region la where we f ind the real  Achi l les’  heel  oC deter rence  and Ita

appa ren t  uucceea. Many studiee have been done on the poaeible conaequencea  of

lo-called  l o c a l  war8. All  of these s tudiee  arr ive ,  d i rect ly  or indirect ly ,  a t  a

8inqle  obvioue  conclusionr  i n  a n y  conCl’.ct  o f  t h i s  k i n d , there ia alWay a ri8k of

a to ta l  world  conf lagrat ion becauec the  iner t ia  of  confronta t ion and the armn race

itrelf are  enough to  whet  the  appet i te  of  the  contenderr .
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When we remember the beginning and the end of the Second World War, we

immediately see the need to assess the problems of disarmament with 44 years of

hindsight. Even given that there are grounds for hope due to the enormous nurr%r

of encouraging signs resulting from recent events in world history, we must not

forget that the course that has been followed in this field has not been equally

positive. The optimism that has taken hold of the international community must not

serve as a pretext for forgetting the discouraging aspects of a trend that has

lasted for over four decades.

The fact that the two great Powers reach agreement does not mean we shall all

do so. The fact that the two great Powers proportionally reduce their military

expenditures should not stop us from having a true picture of world armament. The

fact that the two super-Powers sit down at the negotiating table to discuss

specific problems of interest to them cannot conceal the fact that the world has

j too many weapons. The new climate of confidence should cause us to seize the

, moment and give really effective impetus to the struggle for general and complete
1

i disarmament.

1 On the threshold of the last decade of the twentieth century, a decade we

! shall dedicate to disarmament, we have the same concern expressed at the World

; Congress on Disarmament Education, in 1980. On that occasion, the participants

expressed their apprehension at

“the lack of real progress towards disarmament and . . . the worsening of

international tensions which threaten to unleash a war so devastating as t0

imperil the survival of mankind".

They went on to express thei.r conviction that

*education and information may make a significant contribution to reducing

tensions and to promoting disarmament , and that it is urgent to undertake

VigYrous action in these areaP.
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Lastly they invoked the Final Document of the tenth special session of the General

Assembly, in paseicular its paragraph 106, in which the General Assen'bly  urged

Governments and governmental'organizations  to take steps to develop programmes of

education for disarmament and peace studies at all levels.

Our country very highly appreciates the efforts the United Nations has ma* in

this field through the World Disarmament Campaign. None the less we consider that

its achievements do not constitute real progress - partly because of the Scarcity

of resources and partly because of the way in which the General Asserbly's appeal

in the Final Document of the tenth special session has been heeded.
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A world campaign baaed on recond-hand  Information, or vimply 31 the rprrad Of

infOrmAtiOn, c a n n o t  a c h i e v e  ruthentic  reeultrl  i t  muat  be  banod on an  in-depth

educational  e f f o r t . Communicat#ions  alone hevr atill not been found to be oaprrblr

otl changing poopla’r  bar&c attitudrr, t h s  p r o f o u n d  traita of a prronality,  the

latent  tendencir8  o f  a c u l t u r e . Maua  comnunica tiona,  which are barically

u n i d i r e c t i o n a l ,  h a v e  proved  uaoful  on ly  fo r  ntrenqtheninq  ax i r t i nq  propanritier  i n

indivtdualn  and eocie  tie@. Thoro  who formulate the metm6agaa  &nd con tent of the

leading maw media at our day have gear-d the need to make propaganda or publicity

effort@ o n  thha baai of  fundamntal  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  cultura - tha t  aauuired  i n  t h e

achoolroo)te,  the family,  re l ig ious  conaunitleti and other haaic groups of  society.

The  tim ir r i p e  f o r  UID  t o  s h o u l d e r  o u r  reaponsihility  u n d e r  t h e  UniWY

Na tionr Charter. Par tha t  reason ,  Corrta Rica  hrra propmed t h e  inclusion al! a n

agenda item who80  gM1 is to ennure that the international community  srd it6 Member

State6 make a real commitmctnt  to a #hared endeavour to remove the foundations of

the arma cacdl end war. I t  in a  mat te r  o f  fo l l owing  to  tha  l e t t e r  the thinkiw

expreacaed in the preamble  to the Constitution  of the United Nation8 f?ducational,

Sc i en t i f i c  entl Cu l tura l  Drqanization,  w h i c h  naya:

“s!nce waru beqin in t h e  minda o f  m e n , i t  ia i n  the  minda of  m e n  t h a t  t h e

cLfencei3 a2 peace rnuBLt,  be canatructed”.

We ahal.1  @laborats on that when we l.nt.roAuca  the drsft rosolut.ion  to which I have

referred.

‘bn twdec t o  evnluate  t h e  throat to internatiancl.  sac!ur:ty poaed h y  t h e  arms

rtic6, w e  should  haar i n  mind rhnt this c e n t r a l .  feaeure  al’ tire world $+ituation  - t h e

t4rma  race - ie linkea  t o  @connrr!ic,  tWhno’I,ogical,  polit,:i,cnl,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  necurity

alrmc?n  te, L4ut shave  a l l , the cirmpeLf.tian  i n  arm@ rainas t h e  r i s k  o f  w a r  hatween

the b i g  Powsrs. In s t u d y i n g  itca dynamic, ue mue3k  conaider tb4 praiilr:m crl: nlrclea  I:

weapons and other nan-cnnven tionst weaprw,  mf: i tecy expand1 turea, nili tar\’
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research  and drvolopmnt,  in trrnationnl araw tranmfotr and their olanm 3ink wt, th

t h e  prolifetatior~  of weapon@b the militarltation  of outor  rpnco and the production

at keaponn. I t  ia imponriblo  t o  anamino  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h r  arm8 raem i n  bpth if

we igwr+ any of those l lrmentu.

At proncrnt the armm r a c e  i n  a  r i v a l r y  i n  m i l i t a r y  technology,  bared o n

mi l i ta ry  torear&  nd drvrlopmnt . Thrre i.e a cnnplicatvd  circular  rrZationrhiP  in

the rivalry botwaen the great PQworm, with eech  rpurring on the other in rerearch

and cJavel.opmnt  fo r  mi l i t a ry  pu rpoa rm. That rola tionrhip ir now domlnatad by the

f a c t  thnt  t.hir rerearch a n d  dovolopnrnt  ha8 aoquired ita awn dynamic  in t h e

military field and har brcofm the main driving farca  of the arma race. The fierce

competition to achiavo trchnological  l uporiority har bwomm a qual,itativo factor of

the utnrort importance. Aa Wward  Tellar, the fathrr of tha hydrogen  bomb ad

nrigi~ator  of  the rtar war8 concept,  once oaid, ‘What countm ir n o t  t h e  drvolopmant

of wo&ponn,  but what goor on in roararch Iah0rat0rirm.’

That i s  nothing new,  of course. S i n c e  time immrmoria?,  tachnolqy  hnn  played

a very active role in the acme  ram. But  i t  ir only d u r i n g  t h e  four  or  more

decades  mince  the rnd  of the Second War14 War  that  reeearch  end developnent  have

become a crucial factor in driving  on the arms race. ft~r i n f l u e n c e  h a s  spread Co

almost all area8 of the Lcrma race, help ing  to  b lur  the  dirtinction  between

conventional and non-convrn  t ional wesponr. Furthermore, it hen created new

problems  in evaluating the arm8 race and making ita dangera known to world public

opin ion.

The  arma race  has  cont inued i t s  inexorable  oourae. In rpi te of small

qunntitative changee, eoveral  specific  mat ters  related to  rerearch ad development

have contr ibuted to  def in ing that  course. Firrt, there in  the  new fact  to  which I

have already referred - the growth of the military complex, the mchinery  for

research and development, w h i c h  ia closely  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  arm8 r ace ,  and  the
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introductlan  Of the t e ahno log i aa l  impulre in to  that  rata, S e c o n d l y ,  t h o  whale  area

off military  roirnce and technology  la to a great antent hidden from public

ogin ion, Itr achlwemntr aro kept Nch more aocret than the parallol  advmmr in

~1~11  OcJMWo  rnd efiginorr ing. MiliUry  rclonce  and teohnology  have  a vary 1~

Irvs’L o f  trmrpatrncy.  T h i r d l y , the p u b l i c  ‘a iynorancr  w i t h  rerput t o  t h e  pcoblom

i@ mI%intainod  by sugcrertisnr  f:rom off icial  source@ and the mil i tary rotrbliahment

that pruqh quawttonr  era Cm colnplax for thu public at laryo md rhould be kept in
*

thr, handa o f  oxperU.

Public OPinjsn rhoold  be alerted tcr the role played by militrry  tarearch and

davelopmsnt  I n  ~,ontemparary  roclety  and t o  itn cl.osa link w i t h  t h e  firma ram. T h e

teahnologiaal impotur to this rivalry nuat not he aacrptsd a(1 a kind of

toahnc&giaal  datrrlnirrlam - m 1navitab.l.e  l a w  o f  91irtory. We Uo not need to l rek

t~chnologiaal  601 b;t lo08 to our mnur I til prohlcrne . Wf th a  rufflciently r a t i o n a l

apprcaah rnrd w i t h  politioel  restraint  a n d  determinvrtion,  m i l i t a r y  rerearch md

dovcrh.pwnf. could be brought under control. The  anerqy r~ put into mecnr at

destruction  oould  b e  a h a n n e l l e d  t o  me@t.  thti mcio~-a?anomic  m d  r3ultural develaprmnt

neude o f  uooAclly  i n  both rich and pool: countrlan, The armi) k*ace  is a human

cr0kltj.w. That is why it can &xl mwt: hn el.iminrt@8 b}' human moiety,  whone  nacdr

give r i s e  t o  the probierm of convIrrsrionr to which that  part  of ths intei’nationnl

community  cnncarnrd  wi th  dirarmamnt wi l l  have to  g ive  a t tent ion,  md on which M

impct,ant  draft resolu t ion  wi l l .  be in t roduced  Uut tnq the current  rresuion of the

General Arlrembly  .

It is with rclqrrd to nuc.lear weapona  that we have 8ead EOM 02 the yrogreou

t h a t  ban g i v e n  rim t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  optimism, The agreemnts  between the Soviet

Union and the United States on the reduction of intermediate-range  end

ohoc trr-tango nuclerrr veapona  give reason f!oc genuine hope l Although they are

rea l ly  nymbolic,  g i v e n  t h e  araenals of  nuclenr wenponcl  that both  Power8  poaseau and
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givrn the prolifrretion of much weapona  in the world, the agreomnta  open up a

riqniticant crack in a wall that hnd deemed  impnotrfiblr. tbvrrthrlrrr, wo murt

proar forward in the struggle  for the total elimination of thin ahrrration. Theret

an  w i th  othor ptoblrnvr, all Marrhec* State@  havsr groat rosponrlbilitir~,  bocauro  WI

nce a l l  affectad. Excluaivtt cluha are not the homt placra to resolve  di ff icul tier

at’fwcting  an  twit! r e  society.

One prohlrm aauaing groat. concern ia that cf international armr tranrfora, in

a l l  itu aapctcta. Lant yaar tha C&nerd Mrrmbly  t o o k  a  major rtep i n  thlr r e g a r d

WhWt  it adopted by fin overwho1minq  majority, with no votee againat, rerolution

43/75 I., Novcrthctlrrr  , tn@t wan only a boginning, doalinq  with only part of the

ctuertion - the over t  or cover t  t rade  in  conventional  weapon@.

The  moat tecrnt armd corrflictr give clear oxamplor of the dangrr preronted  by

intrrnational  arma t,ranaf(rrr, WI have rorn how ro-called  low-intanrity  warm have

prod d*d lurlrativr  urd fl.ouriahing  armr mnrketr. T h a t  applies i n  thorn area@ o r

CorrntrSea  wharo thorw hmwr beon warm or armed confrontationr,  ouch  aa Iran and

.IINI, Angola, C~mSociia,  Ethiopia, Idbanon,  Mozambique and Central America, and

rt$lionb! where t.hcaro  have hean  hnrtilitiea or tiere hosti ities could be renewed at

any rmwtlt, W&I m the Mtddla Eaet ,  nouthrrn Ania and the  Far Eant. All  thore

oanf1.iCt.u  or areal) of current or potential conflict  have exacerbated the arm8  trade

or that track in mil!tary equip!rent  of all types md have brought about en increase

11’1 thb t h i r d  world’n  t o t a l  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  t o  a n  eetimated  f i g u r e  o f

$;W’t Wlllion  during the per iod  1980-1987.
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Until recently the majority of weaponr supplied  through international channel.8

were conventional  weapona, There were the bark combat clyatrnr that were the

bnckbono of the war in the Perrr ian Gulf and that e till fuel exim ting or latent

confliatr  elrewbere  i n  t h e  w o r l d . In recent yeara,  however, we have aleo Iseen the

appoacance in thore areaa of weapon6 of increaring complexity that can no longer be

conriderod  conventional - for example, medium- and long-rangr  miariler, long-range

combat aircraft, an ti-rubmarine or m ti-air  miaailer  and chemical weaponr. P&t t h e

aam0 t ime, international tranrfero of advanced military technology have increared

to an alarming &grm and regional conflicta have in turn tended to increaee in

acope a n d  intensity. The war in the Persian Gulf ha8 alao ahown  how the escalation

in non-conventional weaponry in the third world is beginning to threaten civilian

popula t ion8  far  f rom the hat t lef ie ldr .

Am a recent rtudy pointed out, such in ternat ional  weapc,rs  tranafere have

becorns  extremely dangoroue because  they have ma& it poaaible for three, alarming

m i l i t a r y  trend8 t o  oonvergal the accumulation of large reserves at conventional

weapon8  in  highly  militnrizrd  Sta tes  in  arean of  potent ia l  conf l ic t )  the growing

prol i fera t ion of technology for  miss i les , chemical weapon8 and nuclear weapons3 and

the  increas ing acquiai  t ion by a  numher  of  countries  of  complex carr ier  ayatema that

can  t r anspo r t  h igh ly  de s t ruc t i ve  nuc l ea r , chemical  and convent ional  weapon6 wet

g r e a t  diatanceu. That  convergence  hm created a mili tary  a tmosphere  of  high risk

a n d  g r e a t  i n s t a b i l i t y . F o r  t h a t  r e a e o n ,  I t  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d o u b t  t h a t

b sma l l , regional  or  even local  confltct  could  turn  in to  a global  conflagrat ion of

major proportions. T h e  poaeihility  is even  gtent,er  i f  we  coneider  t ha t  t he  l a rge

supplies  of convent ional  weapons  now s tockpi led  in  the  arsenals of  many third  world

countrieeI  enable them to undertake cotMat  operations in ever larger qeoqraphical

areas, with  higher  levels  of violence and destruction.
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Al l  those  factorr  make  i t  otrvio~  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  tranrfer  o f  we&ponr

in clorely  r e l a t e d  t o  arma p r o l i f e r a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  aapecta. That  l ink  bewn@r

more dangerous with  every increare in  t ransact iona and trade in  non-convent ional

weapomr inclitiinq  nuclear weapona. A number  of t h i r d  w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  have heen

ab l e  t o  a e t  up  t he i r  own  mi l i t a ry  induatrios  md even  have  t he  capability  t0

produce nuclear weapons thanks to the machinery oi the arma trade, above all the

black and grey markets. The in ternat ional  communi ty  mmt therefore give ClOrQc

a t t e n t i o n  to thir ruhject ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  reqard t o  t h e  t r a d e  i n  elanmnts  t o  b e

ured for the production of nuclear weapons, medium- aid long-range miasilfiR,

chemical weapons and other typea of weapona  of maee deetruction.

T h e  militarization  of  oute r  apace  la t h e  moat r e c e n t  elemnt  in  t he  a rms

race. In the last two years we have seen a nutier of disturbing  developments,  both

in programnme now under way and in technological advanceo.  In the Soviet Union and

in the Uni tad State8 large SUIW  cf money ace sti l l  heinq apent on hiqh-power and

lonq-range  missiles,  w i th  imp l i ca t i on8  fo r  t he  an t i - ba l l i s t i c -mi s s i l e  T rea ty  a n d

strategic!  ar!!x reduct ion  talks tha t  are aI) yet  unclear. T h e r s  aeenu t o  he t a c i t

agreement that the mont effective uwe of outer apace for military purposes  reaideR

in  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s a t e l l i t e  o r  antl-aatcll,ite  t echno logy .

However, of even qreater concern io the deployment of military satellites

carrying nuclear reactors in  Farth orhit. Of course, my country deeply ahires the

achievemsn  trr ma& in the conauest of outer space, and especially thoae of wonderful

Apacecraft  such  ae VOYACXH a n d  MACALLANES  t h a t  make i t  poasihle  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e

s o l a r  system a n d  a r e a s  outAide i t . We al.80 know tha t  nuclear  energy i s  at  present

t h e  moat  e f f i c i en t  and  e f f ec t ive  mean8  of  pwerinq spacecraft  over great

dirp tancea. None the le!~b, i t  Aeems to WI that  something di f ferent  is at  etake when

satellites bear inq nuclear reactoro are  placed in  Ear th  orhit.
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Conridrrable  data  ir avai lable  demonrtrating the dangers of  orbi t ing

rate11 i ter ccarh ing to Earth. Wa had one such case only a short time ago, and

thots have been reporta that in at hart two caaea there ham been a loea of

communication or a need to roacue a satellite  that has loat orbit and threatens to

craah. It doer not take much thought to conclude that such anomaliea affect all

the inhabitants of our planet ,  and i t  in for  that  realon tha t  the  General  Aaaembly

rhould urqe the two super-Power6  to take rtepa to eliminate that threat of

contamination and death hanginq over UII.

All of the item8 I have mentioned should  form part of an agenda for the next

10 yearr, An we have raid hsfore, the heat thinq we could do 88 Members of the

Uni ted  Nation8  ir to  fulf i l  thr  Charter  and take advantage of  the  pceeent

re l axa t ion  of t e n s i o n  t o  a d o p t irreverRihle  meaffurefi  in the  f ie ld  of  disarmament .

Peace ehould not he the peace of the graveyard. On  the  con t r a ry ,  i t  should  he  a

baeir  for effective thouqht and an impetus  for us to demonstrate our qenuine will

to achieve diearmament in order to reach higher qoals in development.

Mr. CHOWDHURY (Banql adeah) I Mr. Chairman, allow me to exprest3  the

happineee  of the Banqladeeh delegation at your election and our confidence in your

leadership . S imi la r ly , f e l i c i t a t i o n s  a r e  d u e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e

I%mmi  t tee, who will  doubtless provide any Rupport  you might require. We are alao

pleased that we shall continue to profit from the profound wisdom of

Under-Secretary-General Yanushi  Akashi and be asFliRted  by the Committee’s astute

Secretary,  Mr. Sohrah Kheradi.

I should  he derelict  in my raeponsihilittss  if T commenced my statement

without a word of praiae for Ambawaador Douqlas Roche. He  quided  UEJ w i t h  8Uperh

akill  laat year, He ia not junt Canada’s boast - h e  ie t h e  p r i d e  o f  a l l  h i s

friendrr aa w e l l .
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We m e t  o n  m mattiw  o f  hope, The recent undermtrndinqm  between the

ruper-Power8 have proviQd our work with a backdrop knittrd with confidence. Theme

have engendered  a new l pirit of relaxation  never experienced nince the Second World

War. Wq welcomm  the requltr of the Wyoming meetingr and the war ioum  initiativom

recently launched by the Uni tad States and the Soviet On ion. Many a contemporary

conf l ic t  18 nearing rem01  u t ion . Thin  ham created  an  oppor tuni ty  tha t  muat; b@

reizrd  upon. Care mrrrt he taken that the neo-detente  doer not in any way remult  in

oonflicta  b e i n g  pumhed  below c e n t r a l  levelm. We mumt almo be wary that theme

pomitive  developmbnta  d o  n o t  b r e e d  c o m p l a c e n c y .  The  p r i c e  o f  pmcr, l i k e  t h a t  O f

freedom, la ate  rnal vigi lance.

WI may thim bwaume  the world at111 brimtlem  with aL;fficirnt  numberr  of

n u c l e a r  wmrhemdm  t o  obliterat6  civilization  hundredm o f  timm  over. Ewen w i t h

regard t;o oonventfonal  weapon6 there exis t8  today a formidable  ple thora  of  device8

for demtruction. Over a t r i l l ion  Uni ted  Sta te8  dollarm  are  being mpent  mnnually  on

arm8 procurement by Metier  Staten. There are moma mignm  thmt theme figurer might

decline, but not enough to distract ua from the relrntlemm purmuit of molution  of

the  problerrre tha t  the  arm8 b u i l d - u p  c r e a t e s . The presence of mammive crurntitiem  of

ermafmntm  and  t he i r  i nc r eaming  mcphimtication  enhmnce t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of  t h e i r

use. Any one of  the  many current  conf l ic ts  could  increame in  magni tude and engulf

urn in a mighty conflagration.
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Thin  as t ronomical  expendi ture  for the  s tupendoua  stockpiling  of arml is

unethica l . I t  in EIO becaume  we l ive  in  a world  where  40,000 chi ldren  d ie  of

mmlnutrit ion and Aiseaee every day. It in n o  hecause  t h e  t o t a l  amount  dimhursed  aa

official davelopmant aasimtanco ia leea than 20 per cant of that spent on

weaponry. Tt i s  no because  the  cant for  the  to ta l  eradicat ion of  smal lpox ia leaa

than 33 per cent of the comt of a modern submarine, P e r h a p a ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  in n o t

wrong to ark that we spend leas on arms and divert the balance to ameliorating the

nufferinqn  of the mil l ions . We may debate the modalitiee, but we cannot aueution

the need.

WC are, understandably, not all aqreed on how to go ahout achieving our

qoalm. ThiR  Committee providea  urn with a forum where we can exchange views, ahare

idea8 and devise methods for narrowinq the differences between UR in the Rphere  of

dinarmament. We muAt mtrive  to  broaden in ternat ional  conueneue  on the

philomophical  attitudea  toward6 t h e  issue. We ehould undertake praqmatic

assessment of the objective Rituation  and be future-oriented in identifyinq

po~uible  areas f o r  f o r q i n q  aqreements.

There  i s  a  Rayinq in  my part  of  the  world:

“There iu not much point in a flock of eheep paeainq resolution8  in

favour of  veqetarianism  if  the  wolves  remain of  another  opinion.”

Hwpi  1~) thiR doeR  not apply to the contemporary world Bcene,  where there are no

Rheep or wolves, hut  on ly  r a t i ona l  S t a t e  actora.

We believe thare should be adequate concentration on nuclear disarmament,

which should  have  foremoat  pr ior i ty , but at &he same  time re must bear in mind that

there  i s  a  f l i p  nide t o  the  c o i n , Attention ahould alao he focused on meamureB  for

the l imitation and reduction of conventional armm, which have  k i l led  20  mi l l ion  to

25 million people or more since the Second World War. Thin muet be pursued
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reaolute ly  with in  the f ramework  of progress  toward@  qeneral and comple te

diearmament. We must ,  therefore ,  addreaa ouraelvta  to  there  objectivea.

All are aware that, for itself,  Bangladtnh ha8 rejected the nUClQar

a l t e r n a t i v e . We have, therefore, acceded to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

Nuclear Weapona  (NPT). We hope to participate in the forthcoming Fourth Review

Conference of parties to the NPT. We hail the Treaty on the Elimination of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Miaaller  and firmly believe that future

Prqrtsa towardm nuclear diearmament  ir a cateqorical  imperative for peace and

recurity. We nupport  the  ca l l  for  zone8 of  peace and all  meamurea  tending to

promote disarmament and prevent continuation of the armm race. We me@ the

acauiaition of guclear  capabi l i ty  by Iarael and South Afr ica  aa cause for great

conce tn. We are pleaaed  that there ia now an intellectual acceptance of the nerd

t o  c a p  n o t  o n l y  h o r i z o n t a l  b u t  almo ve r t i ca l  proliferation.

Banqladeah  1~ amonq the Staten  parties that have requested  l conference to

convert  the part ia l  teat -ban Treaty into a comprehensive  tent ban t rea ty  bocaume,

to our minds, that would narrow th#: arma competition by renUsrinq impoaaible

further development of nuclear weapona. Even if aome Statea  WQre to produce

first-qentration  fiaeion weapon8 wi thout  adequate  tertinq,  they would  be unlikely

to uue  them for fear of effective reprisals. There ia now a scientific  conlenlua

that  laboratory eimulation  ten ts  do  not ruffice to  predic t  the effecta of more

advanced nuclear wtaponn. Also, we believe, by their effective commitment to a

comprehenaivc  tea t  ban,  States would  rignal the i r  willinqneur to  abjure an armr

race. Thla single act would significantly  reduce prolife+fation.

Today, there ir an upaurqe of awareneaa of the conaequencar of pollution of

the atmorphere and degradation of nature. A comprehenrivr  tes t -ban treaty would

aatirfy the problemr  on many fronts. Adequate security  amurancea  to non-nuclear

States would a lso  diminirh  thei r  propenai ty  to  qo nuclear . This would help



aj i/l4 A,‘C.1/44/PV.17
58

(MC. Chowdhury  , Bangladesh)

buttress the sense of security of small andi  weaker  States. It would also abviatt

any criticism that some  had kicked the ladder behind them after having climbed

themselves.

Today, conventional weapons are acquiring increaslfq  sophistication fhrough

technological advances. some precision-guided munitions are able to strike exact

targets at enormous distances. In terms of destructive power an? “kill

probability*, the differences between these and some low-yield nuclear weapons are

being reduced to an alarminq deqreef We therefore be$leve  tbat the maintenance of

Conventional capabilities in excess of ‘IYe leqlttlmate  eecurj.ty  needs of a State can

have dtstabiliainq  ramifications for the region and the globe. Wherever this is

the case, there should be reductions, In a balanced and equj.tab)$  manner, so that,

while not effecting genuine security requirements , stability may be enhanced at

lower military levels. In this respect, the acquisition of arms beyond perceived

needs would heighten suspicion and encourage the arms race,

You will appreciate that, for a country in our geographical situation, an

outlet to the sea is important. We are therefore deeply committed to the peaceful

uses of the 8ea and its resources. We feel that indiscriminate naval build-up

tends-to spread apprehension, Therefore, my delegation would urge restraint in

naval activitietr. This would mean that the criteria for legitimate naval SecUtitY

needs should be carefully formulated with a recognition of the principles of

weiqhtaqe in additional capabilities for weaker States. There is a need for a

multilateral agreement on the prevention of naval accidents. All measures must be

in harmony with, and not contrary to, the United Nations Convention on the Law Of

the Sea.

Our abidinq support for the implementation of the Declaration of the Indian

Ocean as a Zone of Peace is in pursuance of our commitment to peaceful maritime

activities. We firmly believe that a conference on this matter should take place
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in Cofombo in July 1990, as scheduled. The Ad Hoc Committee should conclude its

preparatory work as early a& possible.

With recjard to chemical weapons , we are heartened by the progress in the

Conference on Disarmament on the convention banning them. These are horrendous

weapons of mass destruction , and their use is a sad reflection on the values and

ethics ok-our-.age. Prabce.deservea  to be praised for hosting the %Onfe&ibCe' fn

Paris, in January this year. It was also then that Bangladesh ackeded to hh&

Geneva Protocol of 1925. Australia is to be commended for holding the

Government-Industry Conference last month, which demonstrates its interest in

making an effective contribution to this field. We hope for early progress in thie

spheres however, any measures proposed ought not to place needless constraint on

the development of peaceful chemical industry.

There should be, in all cases, adequate ttaftparency  among States rnd an

adeauate exchange of data and information. This would help generate, in any  given

region and throughout the globe, an ambience of ttrist. In confidence-building,

Europe has shown the path. It has come a long way from the time when the TEGjan

priest Laccoon warned his compatriots, who were tejoicing over the discovery af 1

barge wooden horse beyond t;heir city walle; “1 f e a r  Greek@, ~~~~ when  fbty being

gifts." Such total mistrust, happily, no longer exists. If States begin to have

greater confidence in the behaviour patterns of neighboura, the ensuing process

would vastly seduce tension in every region of the world.

In Belgrade recently, the leaders of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, of

which Bangladesh is a committed member, again stressed the central role ;ind the

principal responsibility of the United Nations in the area of disarmament. Nearly

all States in the world are represented in the United Nations. This tidy, with its

character of universal representation , and its chief executive, the

Se+=retarYdeneral, must play an effective role in disarmament matter& Thi8



Yn this context, we would like to point:  out t,tmt the firat apacdal zleBf3icn  of

the Cmernl Aamembly  devotchd  to diawrmament, t h a t  M~gna ?srta o f  dfrarmemrnt,  had

a s k e d  f o r  a lrcvirw af t h e  memtwrurtrip  (of t h e  r,lnglo  m u l t i l a t e r a l  nsgoti&tinq  f!orum

In. diwrmnncnt.  mattera, tt.w Conf!erencw o n  biaarmamant li,rr  Ganavsr. Tha, dwialon

thereafter  to  expand i t  would  make the  Conferanca on Dinarmamant  more

rrprosrntative  of t h e  qloba.1  oitcration, Thie  sxpone;ir:~n  c o u l d  hct ~chicved  over B

l i m i t e d  period  0P time, m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  b&lame of t h e  Confwrrwrcs thurs  entaunciWl

~ it@ ability t o  f u n c t i o n  m o t e  uffuctively.
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In tht? ul.t.imate analyoia, poverty 1~ ar great a threat to peace aa weaponry,

pa rhaps  even a qreatar one. By the year 2000 there will be Rome  6 blll.ion  paoplr.

Orr our Clnl.t* p l a n e t  of l i m i t e d  remourcee, tibi(~  wil l  vast ly  incrnaae  rocio-economic

pr eaI:l~X#~R, ‘It: i s  development  alane that ctin  deter  drrtahilixation. All wars, it

lme Reen #aid, ace hrclically  fought in ordal: to obtain yrnater matetrial  reaouccWJ.

As theme qet sck3rcer, tha struggle will h*come  fiascrr, unlesrr juaticr and aouity

ternsby  the gap. Aa Prnaidant Huaoaria  Muha,nmad Ershfid  arid at the second special

~~6~i~1~  of the Clsneral,  Araembly devoted to dimarmament,

“P’or the hunqry billiorlr  of this world life haa been one long period Of

s:lffsrinq, un/.+ivided  b y  nctnaonrr. Thait  lit0  i s  r e n d e r e d  immobi le ,  i n f l ex ib l e ,

unchntrg  ing , Their  uorrwu will not b in vain if out of them we can build  ta

IN-W wot.l!i~,  a world where aI,1 will help to ameliorate the pains af those who

suffer RO tha t  the joy  tha t  foLlnwrr  can be  ah&red by al.1”. (93~L2/PV. 17,

,u,

WC I’IIUR~ endeavour  to  build  uuch a world if!  W C  are,  to  s.ucceed in  OUI hope  c>f

disernamnt,  our qusnt  f!or peact:  a n d  c.‘Jr qnol  o f  favelapment. Pn thfe, g iven  w i l l

m4 determinat ion ,  WB c*nnnt fa i l . Cur human TWX ir *,*apcrbla of great

ecarr levementh. As Sophoolem observed  in Antianna,

“Numneclcsa  wrc! t h a  wor1G’11  wunderrs, but rrone  tmre wonderful than man.”

The meet.iny  r08e crt 5.20 E.- -


