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The nmeeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m

OBSERVANCE OF DISARMAMENT WEEK
The CHAIRVAN (interpretation from Spanish): The First Conmittee is

hol di ng this speci al neeting in coomenoration of Disarmanent Wek, which began on

24 October 1989. W are hereby continuing a tradition established by the General

Assembly at its first special session devoted to disarnament.

It is a pleasure and an honour for me to welcome to the First Conmittee
H s Excell ency Mjor-General Joseph N.Garba, President of the General Assembly for
the forty-fourth session. May I, on behalf of the First Committee and on nmy own
behal f, congratulate you, Sir, not only on your election to the presidency of the
CGeneral Assembly, but al so on your diplomatic skills and the great efficiency with
whi ch you have been discharging the inportant responsibilities entrusted to you.

It is also a special honour and A pleasure to welcometothe First Committee
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, M. Javier Perez de Cuellar. | am
confident that his vast know edge, his great experience and his tireless dedication
to the promotion of the cause of peace and the noble objectives of the United
Nations will contribute to enhancing the role played by the United Nations in
resolving the vital problems confronting mankind at the present time.

As you know, and as | said at the outset, it was decided, in the Final
Docurrent of the first special session of the General Assenbly devoted to
di sarmament, that the week beginning on 24 oOctober, the date of the founding of the
United Nations, would he devoted, every ,«-r, to pronoting disarmanment objectives
and to nobilizing international public opinion in order to create a climate
conducive to the promotion of practical neasures with a view to the cessation of
the arns race and disarmament. This year, the commemoration of Di sarmanent Week is

of especial Significance because of the particularly favourable circunstances in
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the international political environment. The new Climate of the relations between
the major Powers and between thetwomajor military alliances has created a
momentum that pronpts us to believe that prospects for concrete and effective
di sarmanment neasures are nore tangible today than they have been in the past. This
fact has been present in theminds of the majority, if not all, of the delegations
that have spoken in the general debate on di sarmanment items, Which i s now under way
inthe First Coomittee. There prevails an attitude of cautiousoptimism as a
result of the qualitative changes that we have witnessed on the international
political scene.

These new circunstances, it nust be recognised, have not yet had an inpact on
the activities of multilateral forums that deal with disarmanent questions. Wth
the exception of work being done in respect of chenical weapons, little progress
has been made on other subjectsrel ated to disarmanent. In my opinion, the best
contribution that the cel ebration of Disarmanment week can make, at the present
tine, to the efforts of the United Nations in the field of disarmanment would be to
pronote the nobilization of international public opinion, through Governments,
non- governmental organi zations and the social conmmunications nedia, in support of
the workof the nmultilateral bodies dealing with disarmament, and in particular,

the Conference on Disarmament.
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Here | would like to stress the idea that the United Nations has the prinmary
role to play in the field of disarmament. As was stated by the Secretarv-General
of the United Nations in the message he addressed to the Conference on Disarmanment
at the beginning of its work this year,

"While issues of arms limitation and di sarmanent can and should be addressed

also at the bilateral , regional and subregional levels, there is no substitute

for global neasures of disarmament. A nunber of critical disarmnment issues
can find durable solutions only in a global framework. This, and the fact

that no such solutions have been achieved during the past decade, continue to

lend further stress to the necessity of making full use of the machinery to

negotiate nultilateral disarmanent nmeasures." (CD/PV. 484, p. 5)

It is therefore necessary to revitalise and strengthen the role of
multilateral forums that have activities in the field of disarmament and, nore
specifically, as | have said, the Conference on Disarmament, which is the single
nul tilateral forum for negotiations in this field. For this purpose, it is
essential to give full effectiveness to the relationship of strict interdependence
and complementarity between these forunms and the snmaller bilateral or regiona
machinery used by the two military alliances. As has been said on many occasions
disarmanent is of concern to all countries, |arge and Small, powerful and weak,
because the arnms race poses dangers to all. It affects the security of all, and
its cessation will therefore be of benefit to all

In the present economc conditions, the relationship hetween di sarmament and
devel opment is becoming increasingly evident. The close interrelation of these two
objectives requites that the international community make increasing efforts to
advance simultaneously towards the attainment of those two objectives, taking into
account the fact that the process of economc devel opnent will benefit from any

progress, fromany positive results, achieved in disarmanent. The reduction of
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mlitary expenditure, in allow ng for the rel ease of sizeable human and materi al
resources, Will contribute to the reactivation of the econonmes of the large
devel oped countries and at the same time Will give new inpetus to the process of
devel opment in general and to a renewed and greater recovery in the devel oping
countries.

It is ny pleasure now to invite the distinguished President of the General
Assenbly, Hi s Excellency Major-General Joseph N. Garba, to address the First
Commi ttee,

Mr. GARBA (President of the General Assembly): As President of the
forty-fourth session of the General Assenbly, | have the honour and privilege O
Once again discharging the pleasant duty of speaking on behalf of this unique
multilateral forum the largest and nost representative gathering of sovereign
States that ever existed, representing the hopes and dreams of billions of hunan

bei ngs and, indeed, of mankind as a whole, as we commencethe observance of

Di sarmanment Wéek.

There is no greater honour than to defend peace, the basic principle upon
which all other human aspirations are built. And to speak of world peace without
di sarmament, especially in our nuclear age, is, | daeesay, like attenpting to build
a house from theroof downwards, or indeed, attenpting to build a house without a
foundat i on. Not only is disarmanent a vital, indeed anessential, factor for the

fulfilment of the primary and fundamental objective of the United Nations, which is

to maintain international peace and security, it is above all, and quite sinply

stated, inportant for mankind's very survival - the survival of every one of us.
Nearly f i ve decades ago, 50 nmillion human beings perished in the most

destructive armed conflict in history, That war, the Second Wrld War, was perhaps

the last ngjor global conflict in which battlefields, numbers of casualties and the
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quantity and cruality of destruction could be localized. It was certainly the |ast
world war to be fought and to be won.

In an age of rapid technol ogical advances in alnost every field, the seemngly
endl ess quantitative and qualitative arms race has heightened the horrors and cost
of war and rendered traditional notions of national security obsolete. As the
Palme Conmission on Disarmament and Security |ssues has observed

"I'n the nuclear age, nations can no |onger hope to protect their citizens

through unilateral mlitary neasures. Al States, even the most powerful, ate

dependent in the end upon the good sense and restraint of other nations. Even

i deol ogi cal and political opponents have a shared interest in survival. In

the long run, no nation can bhase its security on the insecurity of others.

True security reguires a co-operative effort, a partnership in the struggle

agai nst war which can only be established through dialogue and reconciliation."

As the quest for security, including disarmament, is clearly a universa
concern of interest to all countries, it is increasingly recognised that the
mul tilateral forum of the United Nations, committed as it is to universality in its
menbership, provi des the best franework for intergovernmental dial ogue and
co-operation in this field. The conplex and difficult task, of halting the arns
race and moving in the direction of significant disarmament progress will not be
easy. A continuous and sustained process that ainms at pooling the efforts of the
entire international comunity on the basis of equality and in accordance with the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter wll help advance prospects
for progress. As progress continues to he made towards disarmanent, the
international comunity should also pay attention to global and regional security

concerns. In this connection, we have the pleasure to comend the
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Secretary-Ceneral for arranging this year the first United Nations regional

di sarmament workshop for Africa, which exam ned regional security requirenents and
perceptions, including related regional issues. M GCovernment was pleased to host
this workshop in Lagos in April of this year in co-operation with the Department
for Disarmament Affairs.

The forty-fourth session of the General assembly and the observance this year
of Disarmament Week are taking place against a background of truly remarkable
changes in our world. These changes result, as | said at the opening of the
forty-fourth session, fromthe gradual inprovement in super-Power relations. Wile
this inmprovement in super-Power relations has raised much hope world wide,
especially in the field of disarmanent, there is no cause for undue optinism as
the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or CGovernment of Non-Aligned Countries
recently cautioned us. As long as the arms race -~ in particular, the nuclear-arns
race - continues, there can be no room for conplacency. Indeed, nmuch work remains
to be done to rid mankind of smuciear weapons and, for that matter, of all other
weapons, as the neans of settling international disputes.

Each year, during pisarmament \Week, the United Nations seeks to focus
particular attention on the urgent need topromote the objectives of di sarmanent.
This inportant event provides a valuable opportunity to increase public awareness
of the many, nultifaceted dangers of thearns race and to encourage an atmosphere

conducive to progress in disarmanent efforts.
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In this connection, | wish to avail nyself of this opportunity to launch an

urgent appeal to the nucl ear-weapon Powers to take substantial steps towards
nuclear di sarmament and, as a first step in this direction, to stop the further
devel opment, testing and stockpiling of nuclear weapons. such neasures woul d have
a majorrestraining inpact on the arms race as a whole and allow the international
community to prepare to enter thenew century with rekindl ed hope and optinism for
a new world order based on security at the lowest level of armaments and armed
forces, nore peaceful, just and equal, free fromwar and want, and hence, nore
stabl e.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): | now invite H's Excellency
the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations, M. Javier Perez de Cuellar, to
address the First Committee.

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: A spirit of positive change in international

relations is spreading throughout the world. Despite current difficulties - and
there are many - the present situation offers opportunities that nust be seized for
the resolution of problems that were, until recently, considered intractable. This
applies not | east to questions relating to arns linmitation and disarmament. Meti er
States have always considered these issuesin the broad context of their national
security. Their willingness to support the disarmanent process has thus been
inextricably linked to the prevailing political climte anu their perceptions of
the threats facing them

Wth the recent inprovement in relations at the global |evel, new horizons are
at last opening for the pursuit of real disarmament and arnms linmitation measures.
The two major Powers and their respective allies nust be given credit for the

significant steps that they have taken in this regard. The conclusion of the
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Treaty on the Elinmination of Interwdiate-Range and Shorter-Range Mssiles, and
more inportant, its inplenentation, have already been hailed as thefirst truly
tanqgi hl e measure f or nuclear di sarmanment. The recent indications of progress in
bil ateral negotiations between the United States and the SovietUnionona

50 per cent cutin their strategic nuclear forces and on other related matters
represent a nost wel come reassurance to the international conmunity.

And yet, despite these devel opnents, unless the present ;ositive momentumin
bil ateral negotiations on various nuclear questions, including the urgent need for
the cessation of nuclear-weapon tests, is soon translated into concrete
undertakings, the risks of both vertical and horizontal proliferation will become
more acute. The threat of further proliferation of nuclear weapons is a very real
one. If not fully addressed, it may well jeopardize theconstructive atnosphere
that has recently emerged in various international forums and reverse the positive
Processes taking pl ace in international relations generally., Only expeditious and
deci sive measures of nuclear disarmanment can effectively discourage sucha
possibility from occurring. | therefore urge the two major Powers to intensify
their efforts towards an early conclusion of a START agreenment. This could be an
inportant step in assuring the continued adherence of the international community
to the principle of non-proliferation, the preservation of which remains one of the
essential elements in our efforts to contain the nuclear danger.

| am heartened and encouraged bythe breadth of vision and readiness for
mutual acconmodati on di splayed bythe parties involved in the negotiations on
conventional arms reduction in Europe, themost heavily arnmed region of the world.
The outcome of these negotiations will have serious implications fortherole of
regional disarmanment in the pursuit of global security. Eachregion has its own
characteristics, and they must be taken fully into account, Genui ne security for

all, however, can only be attained if eachregion is ready to work actively towards
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the global goal. | therefore appeal for renewed vigour and determination on the
part of Quernments in all regions of the world to join in the search for security
atl ower levels of armed forces and armanents. In this connection, States nust
devi se and demonstrate a resolve to overcone existing differences by peaceful neans
in order to create the nost conducive conditions for significant disarmment

measur es.

VWile the role of bilateral and regional negotiations is self-evident, it is
al so no substitute for the pursuit of disarmanent at the global |evel. The
strengthening and reinvigoration of the multilateral disarmament process is vital
given the gl obal nature of many of the issues involved and their inplications for
international peace and security. In fact, these processes nust be seen as two

sides of the same coin and should reinforce each other.

Among the many neasures of extraordinary inportance that can be taken at the
globallevel, | believe that one stands out as both urgent and imediately
requiring a nultilateral solution: the conplete ban on chenical weapons. The
Paris Conference earlier this year served a nmost useful purpose in raising public
awareness of the appalling nature of these weapons of mass destruction. Subsequent
negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament and the recent Conference held in
Canberra have helped in identifying the problens and charting the course of action
for the successful conclusion of a convention. There cannot be any ambiguity
concerning our objectives in this regard. The negotiations must be conpleted

expeditiously and be conprehensive in scope. A partial solution is sinply not

acceptable. Delays, or anything short of a conprehensive ban en chenical weapons
woul d adversely affect the momentum created world-wide for the prohibition of these
deadl y weapons and increase the risk of proliferation.

As we are ail aware, the problems en the agenda of disarmanent negotiations

cannot be tesol-ed overnight. However, T strongly believe that recent steps taken
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by the international comunity are in the right direction, hut the processnust be
sustained and, nmore inportant, strengthened. | am confident that the annual

observance of Disarmanent Wek will reinforce our commitnment i tepursuit ofams
limtation and disarmament as an indispensable means of creating a just and

peaceful world.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): This brings to a close the
observance of Disarmanment Week.
Bef ore adjourning the meeting | wish to informthe netiers of the Committee

thatimme diately fOllowing this meeting there will he a pledging conference for the

Worl d Di sarmanent Canpai gn.

The nmeeting rose at 10.50 a.m




