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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.mi

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GDNJ%AL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. MASHHADI (Islamic Republic of Iran): The wind of change is blowing

in the four corners of the world, but there is a need for us all to adopt a

responsible attitude to direct that wind for the benefit of all mankind. Standing

at a critical juncture of history , we all bear a heavy duty and obligation with

regard to all developments taking place in our world today. Conflicts in several

regions of the world have come to an end, and prospects for halting the arms race

have rarely appeared so pro,nising.

Our global obligation calls us to treat international developments in a just

way. The element of justice is the most important stabilizing factor in

international relations. If the peoples of the world are convinced that, in the

event of their rights being trampled on, the international community will come to

their assistance in a just way, they will not feel obliged to resort to

accumulating arms to protect their security.

Perception of threat and lack of security wil.1 cause internatinal tensions,

disputes and conflicts, which provide reasons for awuiring new weapons and more

weapons, while this acauisition of weapons in turn exacerbates the international

situation. Just and responsible behaviour is the key phrase in international

relations. Seeking security at the expense of the insecurity of others will harm

international security.

One Clear example of lack of a responsible  attitude is well manifested  in the

implementation of Security Council resolution 598 (1987). More than a year has

elapsed since the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq came into effect, yet

implementation of the resolution has not gone beyond half of its first paraqraph.

Unfortunately, the Security Council has not lived up to its responsibility under

, the United Nations Charter, as well as under the resolution itself, to guarantee
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compl iance with the reeolu tian. I f  t h e  rerolution  i s  n o t  f u l l y  a n d  r a p i d l y

implemented, the  credibi l i ty  of  the  Securi ty Counci l ,  which  adopted  the  resolu t ion

with  maesive  publ ic i ty ,  wi l l  be eetioualy  undermined. The  I s l amic  Wpublic  of  I ran

cal ls  for the  immediate , uncondi t ional  and fu l l  implementa t ion  of  the  resolu t ion .

Our behaviour in the past year ,  manifes ted  in  our  co-opera t ion wi th  the

Sec re t a ry -Genera l  and  our  accep t ance  o f  h i s  p r o p o s a l s ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  o u r  r e a d i n e s s  t o

embark upon such a course of action. This  should  he  rec iprocated .

The arms race  is  a  mul t i -d imensional  process , i n c l u d i n g  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,

technologica l  and w more  important  - secur i ty  e lements . The in ter re la  tionahip

between disarmament and security should be considered from this angle. According

to  the  repor t  of  the  Palme Commission, released on 14 Apt il this year t

technological  changes  have made t radi t ional  concepts  of  nat ional  secur i ty  obsole te ,

a n d  n a t i o n s  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  h o p e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  b y  un i l a t e r a l  mi l i t a ry

measurea. Even the moat powerful States are dependent in the end upon the good

s e n s e  a n d  restraint  o f  o the r  na t i ons . The  repor t  under l ines  tha t  no one Sta te  can

organize  g loba l  s ecu r i t y ,  and  t ha t  na t i ons  w i l l  have  t o  meperate  a n d  e s t a b l i s h

s t ronge r  fo rma  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  o rde r ,  w i th  a  s t ab l e  l ega l  and  po l i t i c a l  f r amework

adeauate for peace and security, disarmament and sustainable development. It i s

i m p o r t a n t  t o  Lear i n  m ind  t ha t  pe r suad ing  S t a t e s  t o  d i s a rm  r equ i r e s  t h a t  t hey  g a i n

mnfidence  i n  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y .

Un for tuna tely , an important  interrla  t ional  ins t rument ,  such as  the  Geneva

P r o t o c o l  o f  1 9 2 5 ,  w h i c h  i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recoqnized  as $~a cogens, d i d  n o t  h e l p

us avoid fal l  inq prey  to  the  moat  agqresaive form of  chemical  a t tack in

contemporary his tory. Modern efforts to control  chemical weapons have a long

h i s t o r y ,  d a t i n g  Prow t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  century. The Haque. Inter na tional Peace

Conference+=  of  1899 and 1907 both  read ted  in  agreement  not  to  u9e projec t i les
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containing poison gas in war. That early agreement, however, broke dew in the

course of the First World War, under the pressure to find a means to break the

stalemate of trench warfare. As a result, there was widespread use of several

different types of chemical agents, including chlorine and mu,c’ard gas, by both

sides.

Revulsion over gas warfare led to the 1925 Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition

of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological

Methods of Warfare, whose preamble also referred to "all analogous liquids,

materials or devices�. Sporadic use ?f chemical weapons .?rom the time of the First

World War to 1980 appeared to be isolated exceptions to the norm, and the Geneva

Protocol remained the main international legal constraint on chemical weapons. It

is sad, however, to note that in this decade the use of chemical weapons has become

routine and a fact of life, mainly wing to the lack of a responsible attitude on

the part of all those who are nw complaining that chemical weapons are a global

problem and that the accelerating proliferation and u;e of chemical weapons present

immediate threats to the security of all members of the world community.

From as early as 1981, when chemical Jeapons were used against Iranian

soldiers on the southern fronts on a relatively limited scale, the Islamic Republic

of Iran has warned the world community of the dangers inherent in the attitude of

indiffererce  and acauiescence towards this menace. As a result of this

irresponsible behaviour, the use of chemical weapons gained momentum and was

extended from soldiers to Iranian civilians and cities, such as Sardasht, and

finally led to the massacre of Halabja.
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Halahja  has become a turn ing-point  in  the  hietoty  of  the  use of  these

abhorrent weapons. It was the first t ime that a Government had used chemical

weapons ags inst i ta own people, and that  changed the  whole  p ic ture  of  tt.e use Of

such weapons in  future  guerr i l la  war fare  and in  the  behaviour  of  Governments

towards  the i r  own e thnic  minor i t ies . If in the Second World War people  were taken

to gas chambers, in Halahja the gas was taken to the houses of the people. The

Swedish representative in the First Committee elcuuently compared Hiroshima to

Halab ja in the sense that the victims of both massacres were ma in ly women and

chi ldren .

I t  now s e e m s  t ha t ,  f i na l l y ,  t he  l a s t  l i ve s  o f  t housands  o f  i n n o c e n t  I r an ians

and non-Iranians have awakened the conscience of those who turned a blind eye to

the facts and neqlected  the  negat ive  outcome of  thei r  abras iveness ,  which resul ted

in  the  s teady eros ion of  exist ing in ternat ional  ru les  banning chemical  weapons . I t

is Certainly  a  r e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  n e w  t r e n d  i s  l e a d i n g  t o  a  demnstration o f  p o s i t i v e

a t t i t u d e s . In  the  pas t  year  we have fol lowed wi th  in teres t  developments  in  that

f i e l d , the Paris and Canberra Conferences ,  progress  in  the  negot ia t ions  a t  Geneva

to conclude a comprehensive  convention elimina tinq chemical weapons from the face

of  the  ear th  and the  recent  agreements  between the  super-pmers.

One hundred and for ty-nine  nat ions  met  a t  Par is  for  a  Conference on the

prohibi t ion of  the  use  of  chemical  weapons. D e s p i t e  t h e  mmmendahle e f fo r t  b y  t h e

French Government, tha t  C o n f e r e n c e  d i d  n o t  r e g i s t e r  a  r emarkab le  b r e a k t h r o u g h .  I n

t h e  first paragraph  o f  t h e  Fina l  Dec l a r a t i on ,  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  u s e ,  a  realistic

assessment of the recent past was not made and the relevant United Nations

documents , t he  r epo r t s  o f  t h e  i nves t i ga t i on  t e ams  d i spa t ched  by  t he

Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l ,  s t a t emen t s  and ,  pa r t i cu l a r ly ,  Secu r i ty  C o u n c i l

resalutfons  6 1 2  ( 1 9 8 8 )  a n d  6 2 0  ( 1 9 8 8 )  w e r e  n o t  prope r ly  r e f l ec t ed . Fur thermore,

-- --
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t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  a l l  t he  r e se rva t i ons  etiodied i n  t h e  Geneva  Pro toco l ,  t he  f i r s t

paraqraph was more a  paragraph regulat ing future  use than are prohibiting  i t .

Another development in the area of prohibition of chemical weapons was the

Cbvernment-Industry Conference against Chemical Weapons convened by Australia at

Canberra from 18 to 22 Septemher 1989. The Conference was successful in achieving

it.3 purposes, namely, t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t e c h n i c a l  i s s u e s  a n d  i n  t h e

i den t i f i c a t i on  o f  workable  and  r e a l i s t i c  s o l u t i o n s  t o  o t h e r  o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o b l e m s  to

enable  the  ear ly  conclusion of  the  Convent ion and to  convey  a  c lear  unders tanding

of  the  concerns  of  indust ry . The  outcome of the  Conference,  as ref lec ted  in  the

Chairman�g  statement, under-1 inea that

�There  was clear ly  evident  to ta l  support  for  the  achievement  of a

chemical-weapons convention of comprehensive scope, which would he effective,

ver i f iable  and workable  in  pract ice , non-discr iminatory in  impact  and a t t ract

universal adherence. �

The  Conference  acknckJledqed  that  no Inter im &gime  could  he  a  subs t i tu te  for  such a

convention.

At  the  Conference on Disarmament  a t  Geneva negot.iations  towards a

chemical-weapons convention did not achieve what the Chairman,

Ambassador Pierre Fbrel.  of France, c a l l e d  � t h e  p o i n t  o f  n o  r e t u r n � . This year the

M Hoc Committee recorded substantial progress, but  not  a  breakthrough. Under the

re l en t l e s s  e f fo r t s  o f  Ambassador  bbrel  and  t he  f i ve  cha i rmen  o f  t he  work ing  g roups ,

qroundhreaking work was done in  severa l  sens i t ive  areas ,  inc luding the  conduct  Of

challenge inspect inn. fn the meantime much work stil l  needs to he done on

a r t i c l e  Xt ggAssistance and protect ion agains t  chemical  weapons �  and ar t ic le  XT:

WF;conomic  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  co-Operation�, and  a l so  on  s anc t i ons  aga in s t  v io l a to r s

of  the  convent ion . T h e  d r a f t  c o n v e n t i o n  s t i l l  l a c k s  c l a u s e s  givinq  adeaua te

i n c e n t i v e s  fo r  joininq  i t  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h o s e
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v i o l a t i n g  i t . Roth of  t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  a re  vital fo r  t he  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of  t he  fu ture

convention, In order  to  renounce the  chemical  opt ion  nat ions need  guarantees ,  so

that what happened to the Iranian people would not he repeated with them.

The  Is lamic Republic  of  Iran has always maintained that  those  wi th  the  largest

arsenals  of  chemical  weapons should  star t  dest roying thei r  s tockpi les  pr ior  to  the

conclusion of a chemical-weapons convention, T h i s  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  t h e

direction of huilding confidence and would also help them reduce the cost Of

deRtcuction  i n  t h e  l o -yea r  pe r iod  env i s aged  i n  t he  d r a f t  conven t ion . As v i c t i m s  o f

chemical weapons we need guarantees from those neighhours possessing chemical

weapons or having a history of such use, That  ac t ion  wi l l  undoubtedly  be

considered a  g igant ic  leap forward in  conf idence-hui ld ing among  the  countr ies  of

the  region. In  that  context  we welcome the  Sovie t -Uni ted  Sta tes  in i t ia t ive  to

reduce the  s ize  of  thei r  chemical  arsenals . However, i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  v i r t u e  SI ,uld

not be made out of a necessity , and the weapons destroyed should not he only those

that  are  obsole te  and that  would ,  according to  the  law,  have to  be  des t royed by

1997. The des t ruc t ion  of  chemi.cal  weapons must  also  begin  wi th  the  most  le thal  and

nodern of  them.

One of  the  di f f icul t  issues in  the  negot ia t ions  on a  draf t  chemical -weapons

convent  ion  had  heen the  secur i ty  s tocks ,  and th is  seems,  unfor tunate ly  ,  to  have

re-emerged. The condition of retaining some chemical weapons and continuinq  their

product ion poses ma jot prohlems. One should practice what one preaches. I t  i s  n o t

j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d ,  at t he  s ame  time,  to want others  not t o

fo l l ow  su i t . T h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  Brazil eloauently  i l l u s t r a t e d  this way OF

thinking when he stated%
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n .a. the  mi l i t a r i l y  s i gn i f i can t  S t a t e s  urqe o t h e r  Sta t e s  t o  keep  awav  f rom the

SallIe CateqOCieS of armaments  they  deem essent ia l  for  the i r  selfdefence. The

notion of a world where some will keep for an indefinite time most of their

overwhelming military power is obviously abhorrent and morally unacceptable to

the in terna tional community as a whole, � (A/C. 1/44/PV.  6, P. 36)

T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  b i l a t e r a l  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l  t.a].ks is a  t op i c  o f  ma jo r

importance. Those two processes are complementary, and one should not he souqht at

the  expense  of  the  o ther . We  a r e  a l l  po t en t i a l  v i c t ims  o f  a  super-Pcrwer

confronta t ion and, as  t h e  r ep re sen t a t i ve  o f  Braz i l  so  r i gh t ly  s a id ,  we  have  an

i n h e r e n t  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  e s s en t i a l  t o  ou r  su rv iva l ,  t he

fa i lure  of  which could  endanger  us  a l l . We welcome any qenu ine IK)ve hy the

super-powers towards reduction of weapons and arms l imitation, but,  at the same

t i m e ,  p a r a l l e l  e f f o r t s  shou1.d  c o n t i n u e  a t  t h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  l e v e l .  T h e  U n i t e d

Nations Secretary-Gneral, in his 1.989 report on the work of the Orqanization,

mentioned that t

�The steps towards arms reduction taken hy the two mil i tari ly most powerful.

States and the proposals under consideration hetween the two major all iances

present  a  marked contras t  to  the  lack of  comparable  progress  e lsewhere . �

(A/44/1,  P. 13)I.-LLI---

The quantitative arms race between the super-Powers may have been subdued for

the time being, hut the sues t ion rema ins wha ther the auali ta tive arms race ) by

means of the modernizatinn of weapons and weapons systems, has not been substituted

for  the  auant i ta  t ive  arms race . I n  f a c t , t h e r e  a r e  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l l

five nuclear-weapon Powers have been involved, in one way or another, in the

mbderniaation  o f  t h e i r  n u c l e a r  a r s e n a l s . The 1988 Stockholm Declaration s ta tes

t h a t r

--
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�The s t ra tegic  nuclear  weapons  pose  a  mrtal threat  a l l  over  the  world .  .  .  .

Agreen&nts to  reduce exis t inq nuclear  arsenals  must  be  backed up by decis ive

measures to check the unbridled development of new qenerations of even more

dreadful and sophisticated nucl ear weapons. The s inqle  most  ef fect ive  measure

would he  to  end a l l  nuclear-weapon tes ts ,  by  a l l  Sta tes . � ( A / 4 3 / 1 2 5 ,  pp. 5-6)

In  t h i s  r e spec t , my count.ry  i s  among  those  fo rma l ly  askinq  f o r  a  pa r t i a l  t e s t -ban

Treaty amendment conference.

In 1963 the super-Powers expressed their determination to seek ways and means

for  the  d iscont inuance of  a l l  tes t  explos ions  of  nuclear  weapons . That

de t e rmina t ion  was  r e s t a t ed  f i ve  yea r s  l a t e r , thcouqh the Treaty on the

Non-Pro l i f e r a t i on  o f  Nuc l ea r  Weapons ,  a s  t he  w i l l  t o  ach i eve ,  a t  t he  ea r l i e s t

possible date , t he  ce s sa t i on  o f  t he  nuc l ea r - a rms  r ace . Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  t oday  the re

is no neqo tia tion on a comprehensive test-ban.

---
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The nuclear-weapon States have not fulfilled their obligations embodied in

article VI of the Treaty, while all non-nuclear-weapon States have carried out

their commitments. This state of discriminatory attitudes can not last forever,

since the foundations of a treaty that does not guarantee the security of States

eaually are fragile and shaky. The nuclear-weapon States should take

action-oriented steps with tangible results before a decision is made on the future

of the Treaty. For the Islamic Republic of Iran, which has no nuclear weapons and

has no intention of acsuiring them , this is an issue of utmost importance, given

that some States in our region either possess nuclear weapons or are trying to

acauire them. In a bid to check this menace, in 1974 Iran first proposed the

establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East region. This has

been the subject of a resolution every year in this Committee. Due to the

sensitivity and geopolitical situation of our region , we firmly be1 ieve that the

Middle East must be free from any kind of weapons of mass destruction and that a

handsdff policy must be pursued by the big Powers. Since it is located as a

bridge between South Asia and the Middle East, the Islamic Republic of Iran is also

supportive of the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia.

My country, a non-aligned and non-nuclear-weapon State, is located in the

neighbourhood of the two military alliances of the Warsaw Pact and the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization. It therefore attaches great significance to the

issue of effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States

against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. As the current chairman of

the Ad Hoc Committee on Negative Security Assurances, of the Conference on

Disarmament, my delegation introduced a non-paper to contribute to a search for a

common approach on the substance of negative security assurances and, in

particular, on a �common formula�. In the vi.ew af the majority of Conference on
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Disarmament members, it is necessary that the nuclear-weapon States concerned

should respond in a positive manner to the repeated call of the non-nuclear-weapon

States for the security assurances that are necessary for an effective

non-proliferation rggime. There is agreement on the idea of an international

convention to provide effective international arragements to assure

non-nUClear-weapon  States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, as

reflected in General Assembly resolution 43/69, adopted with no vote against it.

This resolution appealed, inter alia, to all States, especially the nuclear-weapon

States, to demonstrate the political will to reach agreement on a common formula

that could be included in an international instrument of a legally binding

character. The Security Council, as the guarantor of international peace and

security, should play its due role for the actualisation of such an instrument.

The present state of the relationship between the super-Powers and the

relaxation of international tensions should give way to the implementation of the

Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace, which will greatly contribute

to strengthening international peace and security. Further procrastination in

convening the Conference on the Indian Ocean will not be justifiable. By its

resolution 43/79 of 7 December 1988, the General Assembly, after taking note of the

report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean, reaffirmed its full support for- -

the achievement of the objectives of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone

of Peace and reiterated and emphasized its decision to Convene the Conference on

the Indian Ocean at Colombo. The group of 11 Western countries that had made

termination of mjor regional conflicts a prerequisite for implementation of the

Declaration nm have no excuse, after the withdrawal of Soviet forces from

Afghanistan and the establishment of a cease-fire between Iran and Iraa. The

Islamic Republic: of Iran, which enjoys the longest coastal horder with the Persian
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Gulf, a natural. extension of the Indian Ocean, calla f o r  t h e  Beclara tion  o f  t h e

Indian Ckean and i ts  waterways aa a  zone of  peace. The mil i tary  presence of  a l ien

States  conrtitutes  a  th rea t  t o  the  na t iona l  s ecu r i t y  o f  l i t t o r a l  S t a t e s  and  c r ea t e s

an atmorphere  of mistrust and insecurity among them, We cal l  for  the  uncondi t ional

withdrawal  of  a l l  foreign forces and the  dismant l ing of  thei r  mi l i tary  baeea in  the

region,

The naval  arma race is  incraaaingly becoming a threa t  to  in ternat ional  peace

and secur i ty . The major nuclear Powers are involved in statiaring  more and more  of

their  nuclear  arsenals  a t  ae~l,  and wi th  any new arms control  agreement  between the

two super-Powers, the  chances  of  t ransferr ing land-based nuclear  weapons to  sea

becomes  even  g rea t e r . Another  negat ive  aspect  of  the  naval  arms race  is  the

increas ing presence of  the  major  Powers� n a v i e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l

watera o f  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s , especia l ly  those  that  are  not  members  o f  any mil i tary

bloc . T h i s  t r e n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a n d  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f

l i t t o r a l  S t a t e s . On the other hand, a tendency is shown by some major Powers to

r e v i v e  t h e  o l d  a n d  d i s c r e d i t e d  gunbaat  d ip lomacy  i n  pu r su i t  o f  t he i r  po l i cy  o f

intimidation and dominance. T h e  biq P o w e r s  s h o u l d  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  n a v i e s  t o  t h e i r

na t i ona l  de f ence  and  p ro t ec t i on  o f  t he i r  own  t e r r i t o r i a l  wa t e r s .

Outer  space  In i nc r ea s ing ly  becoming  ano the r  ba t t l e f i e ld  o f  rivalry  in the

game of dominance. mday  t with the advancement of technology, the use of w ter

space  i s  mOre t h a n  e v e r  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community. Outer

space is the common her I tage of mankind and should be u til ized only for $acef ul

purposes and the benefit  of human society. As d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e ,  m o r e

than  70  pe r  cen t  o f  space  ac t i v i t i e s  a r e  o f  a  mi l i t a ry  na tu re : these  inc lude

obse rva t i on  of mi l i t a ry  ac t i v i t i e s  and  de t ec t i on  o f  nuc l ea r  exp lo s ions . Space

Power s  c l a im  tha t  mos t  o f  t he se  activi  tiee a re  r e l a t ed  to d i r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f
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arms control and disarmament. M y  d e l e g a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s h a r e  t h o s e  views.  SIV

s a t e l l i t e s  or  mi l i t a ry  i n fo rma t ion -ga the r ing  by ea t e l l i t e s  d i r ec t l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i th

the  aove t e ign  r i gh t s  o f  na t i ons , and therefore should not be permitted. I n  this

oontext,  we be1 ieve the proposals  presented  th is  year  by the  de legat ions  of the

Union of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republ ics , France  and the  Federa l  Republ ic  o f  GOtmaw  to

the  Ad HOC  Coranittee on prevent ion of  an arma race in outer  apace are worth eeriour

atudy.

The prospect  of  a  new era of ddtente  and s tabi l i ty  has now raired a epirit  of

o p t i m i s m  in  t h e  Ulited  Na tione tha t  deeerves  to be fu l ly  utilized  and  t r ans l a t ed

into concrete diearmanuznt measures. Having this  in mind,  our task in  thin

Committee calls for change in attitudes and a new constructive  approach to the

issues before us. Our effor ts  should therefore  focus  on the mDst  acute problems

through judqement based on justice and our global obligation. We should be

pragmatic  and real is t ic  in our work, and  a t  t he  s ame  t ime  s t r i ve  to a c h i e v e  t h e

ideals of a better world in which all  peoples are treated eaually ,  since God the

Almighty has created UB equal.

Mrs.  IWRE (Mal i )  ( in terpre ta t ion f rom French): I am very happy to

extend to you, Sir ,  on behalf  of  my delegat ion, our warm congratula tione on your

e lec t ion  as Chairman of  the  Firs t  Corrnittee. Our  congratula t ions  a lso  go to  the

other members of the Bureau.

The Charter of the United Nations, in Article 1, asks Member States to �take

effect ive  col lect ive  measures  for  the  prevent ion and removal  of threats bo the

peace�. Thus s ince  the  very  creat ion of  our  Organization  diearmamnt  has been one

of the objectives of Member States. �PO  r e a c h  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  o f  goneral  and

Complete diaarmamnt,  the United Nations is duty-bound to establish a climate of

t rus t  and  so l ida r i t y .
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As many delegations have emwaR  ized, the world is on the threshold

era,  as  ir shown in  par t icular  by the  Treaty  on the  El iminat ion of

Intermbdiate-Range  and Shorter-Range Missiles, developments with regard

regional oonflicts  and renewed confidence in the United Nations.

However, many cauaea of concern rema  in, such as continued test8 of

of a new

t o  c e r t a i n

nucl ear

weapons in  order  to  modernize  them1  alow progress  in  negot ia t ions  on s t ra tegic

nuclear weapona) difficul.tiea in reaching agreement on banning chemical weapons!

d e l a y s  i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o n  r e d u c i n g  c o n v e n t i o n a l  forces1 and  f a i l u r e  t o  r e spec t

the Declarations on the de-nuclear iaa tion of certain zones*

S imi l a r ly ,  t he  was t e  o f  considerable f inanc ia l  resource8  o n  t h e  arma race

continues unabated. Even worse ) the impoverishment of our world is accelerated I

a n d  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h r e a t e n s  l i f e  i t s e l f  i n  some  r eg ions  o f  t he

world, which are victims of the dumping of radioactive waste.

This  apocalypt ic  p ic ture  should  not  make us  lose  s ight  of  our  object ive  of

reaching the year 2000 with no nuclear, neutron or chemical weapons remaining, and

wi th  the  laweat possible level  of  convent ional  weapons , The  su ic ida l  logic  of the

arms rat? gave r ise ,  and then developed, an awareness in countr  ies the world over

of the imperative need for disarmament. There is a new dynamic which has brought

the  realixation that the  arms race  has  become the  hilriic cause  of  in ternat ional

insecur i ty  and the  r isk  of  A nuclear  war  that  cannot  he  won.  Because  disarmament

has hecome  one of the most press inq needs of our tim , other measures must he

adopted for  the  des t ruct ion of  weapons ,

At  th is  juncture  my delegat ion woul .d  recal l  tha t  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  i s  our

common organ ixa I: ion, and what  happens  there  i s  the  business  of  everyone. The

c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  w o r l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  helonging  t o  t h e  wvement  o f
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Non-Aligned Countrids  and the  Orqanization  of  African Unity,  are alK;ya concerned

ahout disarmament measures. However, their concerns are not alwaye taken into

account.

Ibe example, the  Declarat ion  concern ing the  de-nuclear  ization  of Africa is far

from he ing implemented, The delegation of Mali once again condemns South Africa’FI

nUClMr c a p a b i l i t y ,  w h i c h  is a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  muntr ies a n d  peoples o f  t h e

continent . Any  nuc l ea r  co l l abo ra t i on  w i th  th@ r ac i s t  rdgime  of  S o u t h  Afr ica  i s  a

flagrant ViolatiOn  Of t he  r e l evan t  re!!olutione  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nations  a n d  t h e

p rov i s i ons  o f  t he  F ina l  Ibcument  o f  t h e  t e n t h  spec i a l  s e s s ion  o f  t h e  U n i t e d

Nations, devoted to disarmament, which says:

�  Indeed, the massive accumulation of armaments and the acuuisition  of

armaments  technology hy racis t  rigimea ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  acquhition

Of nuclear weapons, present a challenging and increas  inqly dangerous obstacle

to a world community faced with the llrqsnt need to disarm. I t  is, t h e r e f o r e ,

es.sentir\l.  f o r  pucpnse~ o f  d i s a r m a m e n t  tl�,  p r e v e n t  any f u r t h e r  acnuiflition  o f

arm4 or  arms technology by such r4qimes ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h t o u q h  s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e

by  a l l  S t a t e s  t o  r e l e v a n t  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  ,Securf  t y  C o u n c i l . �  (S-lU/2,

pa�.fi?.  w

M y  deleqat.ion  a l s o  wishes  t o  emphanize  t,!)+ Ilnhreakahle  l ink  hetween

disarmament  and development. D i s a r m a m e n t  i s  v i t a l  i n  o r d e r  to ht ing ahollt th(?

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  of  t h e  t h i r d  w o r l d ,  t h r o u q h  s c i e n t i f i c ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d

commercial coqpera  t ion, w h i c h  t h e y  r e q u i r e  o n  t h e  basie of  r ec ip roc i t y  and  r e spec t

f o r  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  choice4. Disarmament  1.9 a lso  indispensable  today EOC

the development of the industr ialized countries. Thus, disarmament would give a

new dimension, a new content, to economic co-operation and exchanges.

Reducing  and then ha1 ting expendit:lre  on t he  ove r - a rmamen t  oE t he  g rea t  Power3

would  Er9P enormolls  ec:r,Ill)mio  ~~~~t~rfltt31~. Economic cr>-perhtii-,n  would make it
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possible to move towards the establishment of a new international.  economic Order,

b a s e d  o n  ddtenta,  peace ,  equ i ty  and  so l i da r i t y .

M a l i  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s u p p o r t  a l l  i n i t i a t i v e s  a i m e d  a t  brinqing  a b o u t  qeneral  and

complete disarmament, geared to the development of all States. Development

requires a sound physical and human environment. with reqard to the environment t

my delegation  fu l ly  agrees w i t h  t h e  ccncern exp re s sed  by  t he  C&era1  Assesbly  i n

resolu t ion  43/75  T,  deal.inq wi th  the  dumpinq of nuclear  and indust r ia l  wastes  in

Afr ica . That  dumpinq is  a  morta l  danqer  to  the  Afr ican cont inent ,  which is  a l ready

shaken by many other disasters. My deleqa tion hopes that the Committee will.

approve by consensus  the  s imilar  draf t  resolut ion put  forward a t  th is  sess ion.

With regard to chemical weapons, my deleqa t ion hopes that the Conference on

Disarmament will  soon conclude a convention on the prohibition  of the development,

product ion,  s tockpi l ing  and use  of  a l l  chemical  weapons  and on the i r  des t ruct ion .

My country, which  sent  a deleqation  to  the  Par is  Conference  on  the  prohibi t ion

of chemical weapons, welcomes the results oE the Confer ?nce, which made a big

contr ibut ion  to  fos ter ing  the  current  neqot ia t ions  in  the  Conference  on

Disarmament. I t  reaEfirmed the  va l i d i t y  o f  t he  Geneva  P ro toco l  o f  1925  fo r  t he

Prohibi t ion of  the  Use in  War  of  Asphyxiating,  Poisonous  or  Other Csses, and of

Dacter ioloqical Methods of War Eare. I t  a l s o  reaEf irmed i t s  f u l l  s u p p o r t  F o r  t h e

Sec re t a ry -Genera l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  i n  ca r ry inq  o u t  h i s  responsihllities  fo r

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o t o c o l . The Conference

a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  unanimus  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  chemical.  weapons

f corn the face of the Earth,
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My deleqa tion wishes to conclude on a hopeful note. The new s i tua t ion  crea ted

since R December  1987 by the  Uni ted  Sta tes-Sovie t  decis ion to  des t roy shor t - range

and intermediate-range nuclear weapons must he encouraged. It wau a considerable

h i s t o r i c  e v e n t ,  pav ing  t h e  w a y  t o  a t t a i n i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  e n s h r i n e d  i n  our  Cha r t e r

of  a  world free of any threat  to  in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty . The proposa la

made by the  Uni ted States  and Sovie t  de legat ions  dur ing the  current  cession  give  U S

reason for optimism, esr>ecially  i f  t he  f i r s t  a g r e e m e n t  l e ads  t o  a  s econd  ag reemen t

r e s u l t i n g  i n , among  o t h e r  t h i n g s , the  des t ruc t ion  of 50 per  cent  of  long-range

nuclear weapons.

Mr l DIE?ZE (German Democratic Republic) I The year 1988 was a year of

hope. In late autumn last year we parted here in New York with the understanding

that we would give concrete  dimensions to hope of a world with fewer weapons.

The year 1989 has thus becom a year of expectation - t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e

disarmament process now under way will be continued expeditiously, with the aim of

ach i ev ing  t ang ib l e  r e su l t s .

Let us make the 1.990s the years of fulfilment.

T h e  p e o p l e s  riqhtly  ca l l  f o r  e f f ec t i ve  d i s a rmamen t  s t eps  l ead ing  to  l a s t i ng

peace  and  p rospe r i t y  fo r  a l l . For this to come true, the German Democratic

Republ ic  expects  th is  sess ion  to  provide  decis ive  impulses  - impulses  for  arms

limitation and disarmament and for the future work of the Geneva Conference on

Disarllrnment .
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A good many issues have seen progress over the past year. Par is, Geneva,

V ienna ,  Relqrade,  C a n b e r r a  a n d  Jackson  Hola,  t o o ,  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  i t . This

matter has been thoroughly discussed in the General Assembly and in the general

d e b a t e  i n  t h e  F i r s t  Committee. Embody  u n d e r e s t i m a t e s  t h e  r e s u l t s  p r o d u c e d .  I n

f a c t , t hey  p rove  t o  he  a  so l i d  founda t i on  fo r  f u r t he r  subs t an t i a l  s t ep s . This

yet&r�s  r epo r t  o f  t he  Cineva Confe rence  on  D i sa rmamen t  t e s t i f i e s  t o  i t  a s  we l l ,  hu t

a t  t h e  sams t i m e  i t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  mrch  s t i l l  rem&ins t o  b e  d o n e  t o  a c h i e v e  a  real

break through. We all know how things stand at the moment. We al l  know about  the

d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  b u t  w e  a r e  a l s o  c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  n e e d  to h e

e x p l o r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  c o n s t r u c t i v e  sclutions  t o  t h e  p e n d i n g  i s s u e s  of

con tent ion.

L e t  u s  t h e r e f o r e  c e n t r e  o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  n e q o t i a t i n q  t h o s e  e s s e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n s

concerning the draft convention on chemical weapons that remain unresolved. IBt u s

f i n a l l y  t u r n  t o  t h e  substantive  !asues  i n  t e r m s  o f  a  n u c l e a r - t e s t  h a n ,  t h e

cessat ion of  the  nuclear-arms race  and nuclear  disarmament . Let u s  e s t a b l i s h  t h e

long-verdue  subsidiary  organ of the Conference on Disarmament on a nuclear-test

ban. Let us make the Ad Hoc Commit tee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer

Space a n  e f f e c t i v e  f o r u m  for d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o n  m i l i t a r y ,  s t r a t e g i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,

technological  and legal  problems re la ted  to  i t . tit U S q e t  dolrn  t o  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e

negot ia t ions  on secur i ty  guarantees  for  non-nuclear-weapon Sta tes  and on

radiological weapons. A n d  l e t  u s  f i n d  a  c o n s t r u c t i v e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  cfuestions

connected with the elaboration of a comprehensive programme  of disarmament.

Is i t  not impera t ive  to  hal t  the  cont inued s tockpi l ing  of  weapons  and thei r

modernization?  I s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  n o t  s t i l l  u n j u s t i f i a b l y  h i g h

and dangerous? Is i t  n o t  tinre, t h e n ,  t o  r i d  o n e s e l f  of  c o n c e p t s  o f  d e t e r r e n c e ?

And is  i t  not  necessary to  search for solut ions tha t  would  enable  everyone to
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dispense WI th nuclear weapons without infringing anyone�s security? The German

Democratic Republic advocates such measures. More favourable  pal i t ica l  condi t ions

in  genera l  do not  necessar i ly  produce the  advances  urgent ly  needed In  the

disarmament process, as  has become obvious  to  a l l  of  us  in  recent  months . Yet

those  advances  would be  a t ta inable  i f  a l l  s ides  matched thei r  wi l l  and preparedness

to t h a t  e n d  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  d e e d s ,

Would it  not he appropr late, i n  t he  f ace  o f  r e can t  deve lopmen t s ,  t o  oome  t o  a n

agreement  on the  issue  of  defensive  secur i ty  concepts? A po in t  i n  f avou r  o f  t h i s

is the  fac t  tha t  an  in tens ive  d ia logue is  be ing conducted  on that question,

r eg iona l l y  and  g loba l l y ,  wh ich  cou ld  b e  subs t an t i a l l y  prosoted  i f  i t  we re  t o

receive an impetus f rom the General  Assembly a t  th is  sess ion. Our delegation has

drawn up a draf t  resolut ion  on the  subjec t  and wi l l  be ready to  submit  i t  af ter

axsul tation with other Member Sta tea,

General Assembly resolutions, which are  or iented towards  a l ter  nat ives  to  the

mil i tary  use  of  sc ience and technology,  carry  the  same weight ,  f rom our  point  of

view. The  proposal by India  adopted as  resolut ion 43/77  A has  undoubtedly  lent

momentum to endeavours in this direction. My deleqa t ion has developed ideas cn the

use  o f  t he  lateat  s c i en t i f i c  and  t e chno log i ca l  f i nd ings  fo r  pu rpose s  r e l evan t  t o

disarmament and has submitted them for discussion.

The  negot ia t ions  on a  draf t  convent ion on the  prohibi t ion  of  chemical  weapons

a re  en t e r ing  t he i r  s even th  yea r . Indeed, t h e  time i s  mdre  t h a n  r i p e  for baMing

those  weawns  of  mass  des t ruct ion f rom our  globe. A  c l e a r  s i g n a l  &Y t h a t  e f f e c t

was given by the Paris Conference, for  the  orqanizat ion of  which we would  l ike  once

again tc thank France. The Qvernment-Industry Conference against Chemical Weapons

recent ly  held  a t  Canberra , t h a n k s  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  a l s o  a t t e s t s  t o

t h a t . No doubt some progress has been made in the mncr ete work cn the
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chemical-weapon8  convent ion . After all, we have made headway with regard to

t e c h n i c a l  auestions  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f

chemical-weapons production. UIderstanding  has been reached on the chemicals to be

v e r i f i e d .

T h e r e  i s  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c o n f i d e n t i a l

i n fo rma t ion  i n  fu tu r e  ve r i f i c a t i on  ac t i v i t i e s . The problem of the transi tiOn

pe r iod  f rom the  en t ry  i n to  fo r ce  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  t o  t h e  final destruction  of

chemical weapons has for the first  t ime been considered in depth.

Confidence-building measures, such as  t r ia l  inspect ions  and exchanges  of

information and data, have continued. The Chairman of the Fd Hat Committee on

Chemical Weapons of the Conference on Disarmament, Ambassador Wrel, deserves

specia l  credi t  for  h is  commit ted  guidance of  the  negot ia t ions .

But  does  th is  suff ice  to  keep the  commitment  a l l  of  us  made in  the  Par is

D e c l a r a t i o n  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h e  conven ticn a t  t h e  ea r l i e s t  da t e?  Are  t hose  s t eps

adequate  to  make 1990 the  crucia l  year  of  concluding a  convention  on  the

prohibit ion of the development, product ion,  s tockpi l ing  and use  of  a l l  chemical

weapons, as well as on their destruction? No one would, I  th ink,  want  to  make that

c la im. What  i s  needed are  decis ions  indicat ing the  genuine  resolve  for  a  g lobal ,

comprehensive  and effect ively  ver i f iable  prohibi t ion of chemical weapons at the

e a r l i e s t  d a t e . My country  has  pronounced i t se l f  in  favour  of  such decis ions ,

wi thout  � i f  �8,�  �and�s �  or  �but �s � . E v i d e n c e  o f  t h a t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C%rman

Demcra tic Bepublic  does not possess chemical weapons, nor does it  have such

weapons  o f  o the r  S t a t e s  s t a t i oned  on  i t s  t e r r i t o ry , Fu r the r  ev idence  i s  t he  f ac t

tha t  i t  i s  not  engaged in  the  development  of  chemical  weapons  nor  does  i t  have  the

eauipment  for  the i r  product ion . Our  concre te  par t ic ipa t ion  in  Geneva i s  proof  of

t h i s  as  wel l .

We bel ieve  tha t  there  must  be  no depar ture  f rom the  essent ia l  e lements  a l ready

aqreed upon at Geneva in the draft convention on chemical weapons. That is why we
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have always come out  agains t  a t tempts  to  c i rcumvent  the  prohibi t ion c lear ly

s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  d r a f t  o n  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  c h e m i c a l - w e a p o n s  prohction  upon  the

enter ing into force  of  the  convent ion. We act in this way because we believe that

such c i rcumvent ion would  not  only  br ing  about  de lays  in  the  negot ia t ions  but  tha t

i t  would  indeed favour  the  prol i fera t ion of  chemical  weapons .

The German Democrat ic  Republ ic  s tands  by i t s  offer  to  under take t r ia l

i n spec t i ons  i n  a  b i l a t e r a l  and  mu l t i l a t e r a l  f r amework . I t  c o n t i n u e s  i t s  e f f o r t s

towards  the  creat ion of  a  chemical-weapon-free  zone in  Centra l  mrope because that ,

we  f ee l ,  wou ld  r ea l l y  f ac i l i t a t e  a  g loba l  so lu t i on . We a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e p o r t  s o o n

at  Geneva on the  outcome of  a  nat ional  t r ia l  inspect ion on chal lenge. The German

Demcratic  Republic advocates focus ing the ongoing negotiations on the

chemical -weapons  convent ion on the  t ru ly  essent ia l ly  i ssues . Bas ically, one of

t h o s e  i s s u e s  i s ,  w e  be1 ieve,  c h a l l e n g e  i n s p e c t i o n s . Other  i ssues  ace  the  order  of

des t ruct ion of  chemical -weapon s tocks , the  problem of  sanct ions  in  cases  of

viola t ions  of  convent ion provis ions  anti  the  composi t ion  of  the  execut ive  counci l  Of

the fu tute organ ization. Any movement on those questions will  help promptly to

c l a r i f y  m a n y  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  s t i l l  pending.
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We . too, are against artificial deadlines. According to our understanding,

this does not mean that no deadline should be set, but rather that a realistic

negotiating period should be agreed on. If it is deemed possible to reach

agreements in Vienna within six months or one year, then there is all the more

reason to believe that the conclusion of a chemical-weapons convention within the

period from 1990 to 1991 constitutes a realistic goal, especially since nobody

denies the urgency of its conclusion any longer. In Paris, the Foreign Ministers

of 149 States approved of a consensus in principle on the outlawing of chemical

weapons. What actually speaks against taking the last decisive step along this

road in Geneva, by holding a meeting of the Foreign Ministers of those States that

are participating in the negotiations? It would, in our view, be appropriate to

include in the resolution on the prohibition of chemical weapons to be adopted at

this session of the General Assembly the idea of a meeting of the Geneva Conference

at the Foreign Ministers’ level. Due to the recent proposals of the Soviet Union

and the United States on the prohibition of chemical weapons, we feel confirmed in

Our belief that concrete agreements can be reached on the said questions. We hope

that the ideas advanced by President Bush and Foreign Minister Shevardnadze on

chemical weapons will he translated into real steps and be of considerable help in

concluding a convention on the prohibition of those weapons.

My delegation welcomes that the proposal made by the German Democratic

Republic last year concerning a special meeting here in New York on chemical

weapons will be implemented this year. We think this will provide an opportunity

for all delegations to find out in detail about the current state of negotiations.

Furthermore, this meeting will furnish new ideas for national measures. The German

Democratic Republic expects this General Assembly session, appreciating PrOperly
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what has been achieved to date, to entrust the Geneva  Disarmament Conference with a

mandate to finalize the elaboration of the chemical-weapons convention.

Nuclear disarmanmnt means first and foremost a nuclear-test ban - and not Only

to us. The prohibition of all nuclear-weapon tests continues to be an issue of

priority, because it is the key to genuine nuclear disarmament. Cn that Score, mY

country, together with other Warsaw Treaty metier States, advocated, at their

Bucharest session, first , that the immdiate cessation of nuclear-weapon tests

should be discussed single-mindedly at the Geneva Conference; secondly, that the

verification protocols to the Soviet-American agreements of 1974 and 1976 should be

rapidly finalized and their implementation should serve the amplete cessation of

nuclear tlests, and, thirdly, that the applicability of the 1963 Moscow Partial

Test-Ban Treaty should also be extended to underground testing, in order to promte

the prohibition of all nuclear tests.

It is in this Spirit that the German Democratic Republic lends its support to

the appeal made by the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to

the United States Congress concerning the imposition - of course, on the basis of

reciprocity - of a moratorium on nuclear explosions and the complete cessation Of

all nuclear testing, and it is along these lines that the German Democratic

Republic presented a working paper in Geneva cn the verification of a nuclear-test

ban.

We are in favour of holding ? conference on the extension of the partial

test-ban Treaty to underground testing, because we believe that in the wake of such

a conference, the Conference on Disarmament could receive decisive momentum. This

would undoubtedly have a favourable impact also on the strengthening of the re�gime

governing the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons.

This year, the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts has provided a sound

foundation for further conceptual development with regard to a global seismic
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data-exchange system for monitorinq  camp1 iance with a comprehensive nuclear-teat

han - a n d  n o t  j u s t  t h a t . A nurrher of  cecomendationa  have a l ready been put  to  good

uae for  the  conduct  OP the  qlobal  se ismic  da  ta  exch anqe tes t ,  the  so-cal led

CSE1T-2,  whoae s e c o n d  p h a s e  ia t o  s t a r t  i n  J a n u a r y  1990. We would welcome it if

al 1 nuclear-weapon States declared a mra tor ium, as suqqeeted  some days aqo by

Tndia,  o n  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  nuclear  t e s t s  f o r  t h e  P e r i o d  o f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t .

Al l  t h i s  reafflrms t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t o  s e t  u p  a  aubeidiary  organ  o f  t he  Geeeva

Conference now for actual diecuneion of a nuclear-teat ban. Our Japanese

collcaquc, Ambassador  Yamadn, hae ma&! g r e a t  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  pout month  w i t h  a  v i e w

t o  arrivinq  a t  a m u t u a l l y  aqteed s o l u t i o n . More or leas all Conference on

Disarmament member States have pronounced themselves in favour Of it. It fsllEl

w i t h i n  t h e  wmpetence  of  this s e s s ion  o f  t he  Gene ra l  Assetily, i n  ou r  v i ew ,  t o

recommend to  the  Cineva  Conference  tha t  i t s  current  pres ident ,  Amhaoeador  Benhima

o f  Fbrocco,  c o n t i n u e  t h e  oonsul.tatione  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e

estahliahment  of an cd hoc committee at the beginning of the Conference on

DiaaCIMNnt�B  1 9 9 0  scasion, a n d  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  Corfrnittee i s  t h e  riqht

place  t o  p r epa re  a conaensua  fo r  Ruth a  d e c i s i o n .

We are ooncecned that the Conference on Disarmament has not made headway In

respect  of the  ceBgation of  the  nuclear-arms race and nuclear  disarmament . We do,

of  course , take  in to  account  that  the  Sovie t -American neqotiations  on halving thei r

strateqic offensive weapons deserve a centra l  p lace . Y e t  in t h i s  reaBcn t0 B i t

hack? What forum, if not the Conference on Disarmament, would be better suited to

mauld  the  idea of  a  nuclear-weapon-free  world  in  to  shape,  the  more  so  s ince  a l l

nuclear-weapon Sta tes  are represented  there . tbn-al iqned and eocial iet coun  tr ice

have more than  once  souqht  to  accomrrr>date the  proposals  of  the  o ther  side md

aubmi  tted compromise formulas. We can only  hope tha t  the  o ther  s ide  wi l l  respond
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by coming up with similar moves. I  s h o u l d  l i k e  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  reca l l  t h e

prOpOBa1 to eBtahlish  a subeidiary organ of the Conference on Disarmament on theme

q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  a t  leaqt t o  c o n d u c t  a s t r u c t u r e d  d e b a t e . And I alao wimh to recall

the  proposal of  my country  to  begin  wi th  the  e lahorat ion of  pr inciple8 to govern

nuclear disarmament. We wil l  eubmit  the  re levant  detaila to  the  Gensva COnfOrOnCe

on Diearmament.

At th is  juncture,  le t  me point  to  the  offer  of  the  Warsaw Treaty  State8  to

open separate  ta lks on the  reduct ion and eventual  e l iminat ion of  tac t ica l  nuclear

arms. I  t h i n k  i t  i s  u n d e r e t a n d a h l e  tha t  my  count ry  haa a  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  thir,

There is no sound argument for postponing such talke. The danqer of a surprise

a t t a ck  w i l l  no t  he  rsroved aa l o n q  ae t a c t i c a l  nuc l ea r  arrna r ema in  on  the  EXltopan

continent , We  the re fo re  apeak u p  f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  ar t h e i r  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  e v e n t u a l

e l i m i n a t i o n ,  t o  start w i thou t  de l ay .

18 i t  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  proposala  o n  t h e  v e r i f i a b l e  ceeeation  o f  t h e

production of f iBe ionable mater iale for weapons pUrpoeee open up a C4iqnif iCant new

area  fo r  p r ac t i ca l  a c t i v i t i e s  aga ins t  t he  aualitative  and  quan t i t a t i ve  nuc l ea r - a rms

race?
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WI propoae  t h a t  t h e  Csneral Uclemhly  a t  t h i s  ae@A ion  t ake  a  suhatantive

decision advocatinq  in-depth discussion of nuclear disarmament at the Conference on

Disarmament. Our  delegat ion hta prepared a draft  relrolution  to  this end.

Reroluticna  aimed at  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  firet u se  o f  nuc l ea r  weapon8 a re  eaua l ly

impor tent. Aa rponsor of  resolut ion  43/78  B,  the German Democrat ic  FWpublic ie

prepared to advance another pertinent !.:,lrilr  tive, and crxpresseo the  hope  tha t  th in

will have the support of Member Stateer.

T h e  Qerman  C&mocratic  Republic  atill h o l d r  t h a t  o u r  corranitment  t o  p e a c e

reauiren  that we end the  arme race  on Farth and prevent  i t  f rom spi l l ing over  in to

outer apace, Thanks  to  tha  comi  t ted  war  k  of knhae~ador Bsynrt  of  mnqolia, a

c o n s i d e r a b l e  l i s t  o f  project8 providinq for  tie prevent ion  of  an  arms race  i n  o u t e r

a p a c e  ier hefore us. We appreciate the conclusiona  drawn from it aa well as the

report. *

My delwation sdvocatre  t h a t  the d e b a t e  i n  the Committee o n  t h e  P e a c e f u l  Ueea

of & ter Space Ahould be conducted in a more etructured  and intent  ive manner, with

expet to beinq  included. Tn thie endeavour a etsp-by-step approach seem to be

p rac t i c ab l e . Hare we have in mind the conaidera  t ion of confi dence-hu il ding

mea1)urea  to eneure t h a  i m m u n i t y  of npace objects, Ruth a s  t hose  meaaurea s u b m i t t e d

by France in the form nf a code of conduct in outer apace. The German Democratic

Republic  enc~recs  Arqontina�s  ca l l  on  a l l  States  to  declare whether  they have any

weapons deployed in outer RMC~. In this connect ion, we would a 180 refer to the

implementa t ion  of  the  Sovie t  proposal  concerning the  ea tahl iehment  of  an

internat ional  eyetem of  ver i f ica t ion of  the  non-deployment  of weapons of any kind

in  cuter  apace.

I n  our view, t h e  S o v i e t  i n i t i a t i v e  o n  t h e  setting u p  o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  apace

inrpectoratr,  the  Canadian PAXSAT concept , the  French proporal  cm the  e6 tabl i rhment

of  an in ternat ional  sa te l l i te  moni tor ing agency and the  propoeal  by the  Savitjt
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Union to 88 tahlish a world apace organiza  tion deaerve in-depth discuss  ion 80 aa

f ina l l y  t o  oh t a in  an  ove ra l l  s t r uc tu re . The same holda t rue  of  the  proporalr  put

forward by socialist  and non-aligned countries concerning agreements on the

Prohibi t ion of  ant i -ea te l l i te  weapons  and other  apace  weapcme.  My country has

r epea t ed ly  t a k e n  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  t h i a  f i e l d  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e m

fur ther  in  Geneva.

The  Qrman Democrat ic  Republ ic  expects  the  resolution  on the  overa l l  iseue of

outer  space to be adopted  by the  General  Aaaembly at  thia  aesaion, cal l ing

r e s o l u t e l y  f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  p r a c t i c a l  meaeures.

Mr. RANA (Nepal 1 ( rt is a  g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e  t o  e x t e n d  t o  you1  S i r  I a n

eminent  representa t ive  of a great  and fr iendly country ,  Venezuela ,  our  warm

fe l ic i ta t ion8 on your  unanimous e lec t ion  88 Chairman of th is  important  Commit tee .

You br ing  to  the  Conunittee  a  r ich cotiination  of  knowledge and exper ience  re la t ing

to disarmament and security issues. We therefore  have ful l  conf idence in  your

a b i l i t y  t o  g u i d e  our  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  t o  a  successful c o n c l u s i o n .

I  wish a lso  to  congratula te  Mr. Mohamed  Nabil Fahmy of Egypt,

Mr. Hasean Mashhadi  o f  t h e  I s l amic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an  and  Mr .  Dimi t r i o s  P l a t i s  o f

Greece on the i r  e lec t ion  a8 Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur  respect ively .

As other  speakera have  pointed  out , nuclear disarmament continuea to command

the  h iqhest  prior i ty  on the  disarmament  agenda. wclear  weapons  represent  the

u l t i m a t e  t h r e a t  s o  l o n q  as  t h e y  e x i s t  i n  t h e  a r sena l s  o f  na t ions . While progress

i n  arma con t ro l  and  d i s a rmamen t  i s  a  s h a r e d  rssponfiihility,  i t  i s  na tu r a l  f o r  u s  t o

expect  greater  efforta and inputs  f rom major  Powers  in  the  areas of  nuclear

disarmament. We therefore welcomed the Treaty on the Elimination of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range+lissilee  - t h e  INF T r e a t y ,  as i t  r e p r e e e n t a  a n
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i m p o r t a n t  s t e p ,  a l b e i t  amall, in new developments towards a more aecure and stable

world ,  one ul t imately  f ree  of  nuclear  weapcna.

An early agreement on 50 per cent reductions in the strategic arnenale of the

tW0 8Uper-PWerPr would const i tu te  an  important  in termedia te  landmark towards  the

final qoal of elimina tinq  nuclear weapona. We are heirtened by the continuing

high-level dialogue between them, fo r  they  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  be l i e f  tha t  the

differences hetween them continue to narrow. This  unprecedented  bilateral

endeavour has inaugurated a  new era of  f lexibi l i ty  in East-West relat ions and holds

o u t  a  g r e e t  p r o s p e c t  o f  c o n c r e t e  p r o g r e s s  i n  diearmamsnt.

My delegat ion bel ieves  that  the prevai l ing  pos i t ive  t rends  must  he  u t i l i sed  to

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  i n h e r e n t  complementarity  be tween  b i l a t e r a l  and  mu l t i l a t e r a l

disarmament neqotiations. The awesome military power of the two super-Pawers  makes

continuing dialogue and underatanding between them an rmperative. But disarmament

is an area in which each one of us - b ig  or  amall, weak or  s t rong - has a vi ta l

stake . T h i s  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  of  a l l  n a t i o n s  a n d  p e o p l e s . If  peace and

s e c u r i t y  a r e  t o  b e n e f i t  a1.1, the end result of arms control and disarmament needs

to  be the  product  of  a  g lohal  co-operat ive effort , The present prop1 tious  cl ima te

of  tnternational  r e l a t i ons  o f f e r s  an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n d  t h e  c r i s i s  o f

con f idence  i n  t he  ab i l i t y  o f  mu1 t i l a  t e r a l  f o rums  in  realising  the  goa l  o f  gene ra l

and complete  d isarmament  under  ef fect ive  in ternat ional  control.

It i s  with  these  consider,1 tions  in  mind that  my delegat ion has s tudied  the

repor t  of  the  Conference  on Disarmament  (A/44/27) . Unfortunately, we have not

found much ground for optimism in the work of the Conference on Disarmament thus

far. Assessments of that body by previous speakers have only served to reconfirm

our  f ee l i ngs . Of course, we fully realise that arms control and disarmament are

Immensely complicated matters - the  more so  because  of  the  inherent  l inkage wi th

one of  the  fundamental  dut ies  of  a State , t he  s a fegua rd ing  o f  i t s  s ecu r i t y . We do
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not  expsct  overnight  miracles . what we do expsct fa a rumtained  and meaningful

emphaSi8 with signs of forward movement On all elements acrOss the range of

weapons - nuclear, chemical and convent ion al. There ia yet another area Of

priority concern - prevent ion of  an arms race in  outer  space.

Except in regard to chemical weapons, the Conference on Diearmament l eema to

have  ach i eved  ve ry  l i t t l e  on  a l l  t hose  f ron t s . Global problem6 of nuclear,

chemical and conventional weapon8 are amenable to nothing l hort of global

s0lutions. Reversal of the prement trend alone would help in maintaining the trumt

of the international community in the Conference on Dinarmament as the mingle

mult i la tera l  d isarmament  negot ia t ing forum,

Results achieved thus far in the Conference on Dimarmament on the firrt item

on its agenda -  a  comprehensive  tes t -ban -  are a  caue in  point,  derpi  te the  fact

t h a t  a l l  f i v e  nuclear-weapon S t a t e s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  *threehold  S t a t e s  a r e

member 8. The Conference on Disarmament has been unable to mve forward on thir

a g e n d a  i t e m ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  overwhelnkrg i n t e r n a t i o n a l  consensus  t ha t  a

comprehensive  test-ban t rea ty  would great ly  enhance the  non-prol i fera t ion rdgims.
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The cont inued v iabi l i ty  of the Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion Of Nuclear

Weapons  beyond 1995 depend8 to a great extent on the adherenor by the

nuclear-weapon Statem to their commitments under Article VI of that Treaty. A

oomprehenmive  temt-ban treaty would he the moat  visible demonstration of such an

in tent ion.

In view Of the lack o f  progress  in  this high-pr ior i ty  area in  the  Conference

on Dirarmment  , Nspal  has co-oponrored a move to convene a conference Of States

par  t ier  to the  partial  tes t -ban Treaty  wi th  a v iew to  amending i t  into a

comprehena  ive t e a t - h e n  t r e a t y . The success of that move will have a very Positive

impact on the Review Conference of the non-proliferation  Treaty to he held in

1990. We therefore mupport the idea of holding the amendment conference Prior to

the 1990 Review Conference.

A verifiable convention banning chemical weapona  ha6 been the most urgent item

on the dimarmament agenda. The Paris Conference on the 1925 Geneva Protocol has

given a renewed aenee of  urgency to  the ear ly  conclumion  of such a conventiun.  The

Qc la r a t i on  by  t he  P re s iden t  o f  t he  tilted  S t a t e s  i n  hi8 add re s s  to t h e  Genera l

Assembly  and the positive responee of the Foreign Minister of the fioviet Union to

his  proposals , together  wi th  the  jo in t  United Sta tea-USSR declara t ion on chemical

weapons, have provided an added incentive. Chemical weapons seem to be an area

where the Conference on Disarmament is making steady progress. We welcome the

Chairman�s  proposal  to  hold  an informal  sess ion of  an  informat ional  nature  on the

status of negotiations in Geneva, and we look forward to benefiting from it,

My delegat ion has  over the  pact eeveral years  urged that  convent ional

disarmament  be accorded the high priority it  deeervee in disarmament negotiations.

The accumulation of conventional armaments is no langer  a phenomenon unique m the

nrrjor Power s  and  the i r  m i l i t a ry  a l l i ances . Tbgether  with  an increasingly heavy
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l  arm8 transfer, aoph i6 tica ted weapons technology i8 prOlifera tin9  at

an alarming rate, The Secretary-General  in  hie annual  repor t  has  r ight ly  noted

that the spread of knowledge , not only of nuclear weapon8 , but of chemical weapons

and mieeile  technology, in troducee another potentially des tabil  iz ing factor. My

delegation welcomes the move towards substantial reductions of conventional forces

and armaments  in  Europe and re i tera te8 ita bel ief  that  the goals  of convent ional

disarmament  should  be pursued resolute ly  a t  regional  and eubregional  level8  in

other par ta of the world as well. Even the lack of quick progreae in the

convent ional  arms talks in  Europe doer  not  absolve  the  developing countr ies  f rom

reeponeibility  to  d iver t  precious  resources  f rom mil  ltary expendi ture  to the

eocio+caromic  development  of  the i r  peoples .

T h e  fac t  tha t  a l l  S t a t e s  bear  a  d i r e c t  reeponeibillty  In  the  f i e ld  of

convent ional  d isarmament  gives the  I)nited Nat ions  a  vlique opportlnlty  and ro le  in

generating awareneaa of the urgency of thie issue and possibly even in deviainq  a

compreheneive  programme for the achievement of the goal. The subjec t  of

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  atma t r a n s f e r s  has started t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  i t  d e s e r v e s ,  a n d

we look forward to the report of the group of experts commiseiared  in General

Assembly r e s o l u t i o n  43/75 1 i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .

While our immediate focus should be and is on curtail inq and control1 inq

weapons  of  mass  des t ruct ion, the international community must aleo continue to

prorrr,  te  measures  that  serve to  re lax ten8 iona, l i m i t  c o n f l i c t s  and pronote

conf idence . The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zone8 greatly encourages and

eupplements diearmament efforts. We therefore view the Treaty of Tla telolco and

the  Treaty of Rorotanga  a8 not only vital  for  the peace and stabi l i ty of  the utin

American and South Pacific region6 but a8 con tr ibu tione of immense importance to

the diearmanrent  process  in  general . We uniquivocally  rupport the move for the
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establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Africa, the Middle East and in our

own region of South Asia.

Likewise ,  the  es tabl ishment  of  zonea of peace can contr ibute  to  the  secur i ty ,

s tabi l i ty  and development  o f  the  Sta te  or  Sta  tes concerned. The solemn decieion  of

the  Sta tes  of  the  South  At lant ic  to  g ive  pract ica l  shape to  the  concept  of  peace

and cooperation  deserve8 the full  support of the in terna tional commun  itYg Nepal

also  whole-hear tedly  suppcrts  the  proposal  of  the Associat ion of  South-East  Asian

Nstions  (ASEAN) to e s t a b l i s h  a  z o n e  o f  p e a c e , f ree&m and neutra l i ty  in  South-East

Aala. We can see  no jus t i f ica t ion for  any fur ther  delay in  convening the  proposed

Colcxnbo  c o n f e r e n c e  t o  .qive p r a c t i c a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  to t he  Dec l a r a t i on  o f  t he

Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace.

In  that  context  I  wish  to  draw the  a t tent ion of  the  Commit tee  to  the  proposal

of  His  b jesty King  Birendra  to  declare  Nepal  a  zone of  peace. We be1 ieve that. the

concept  of a s ingle-nat ion Pane o f  peace  can  be  a  u se fu l  add i t i on  to va r ious

confidence-building measures now under consideration. We hope that Nepal �8

proposal will  be recoqnlzed by the international c?omunity  as an example of how a

small country may safeguard its independence and security while engaged

whole-hear tedly  in  the  task of  nat ional  development .

At  the  cu tse t  I  t r  ietd  to  emphasize the  impor tance  of  the  mu1  t i la  tera l  approach

to  f inding answers  to  the  chal lenge8 of  arms cont ro l  and dissrmamnt, The United

Na t ions  ha s  a  c en t r a l  r o l e  t o  p l ay  i n  t h i s  p roces s , as envisaged in the Charter .

The qrowinq threat of nuclear-weapons pro1 iferation, t he  s t eady  i nc r ea se  i n  the

number  of  countr ies  with chemical-weapons capabi l i ty ,  the  massive t ransfer  and

aCCu8Ulation  of  sophis t ica ted  convent ional  weapons and the  d is turbing prol i fera t ion

o f  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  tichnology  of  maes  d e s t r u c t i o n  - a l l  make  t he  Un i t ed  Na t i ons

the only forum capable of addressing those challenges.
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Indeed,  the  improvement  in  the  g lobal  pol i t ica l  c l imate  can prove precarious i f

those issues remain unattended. The encouraging movement in the negotiations

hetween the two major Powers and their military alliances make it  all  the more

neces sa ry  fo r  deve lop ing  coun t r i e s  t o  co -o rd ina t e  t he i r  e f fo r t s  t o  a cce l e r a t e  t he

process. This calls not only for concrete and constructive proposals but al80 for

hard evidence that  we are  put t ing Into  pract ice  what  we preach.

M y  d e l e g a t i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t , wi th  the  arms-control  and diearnvament prOCeS8

gathering a momentum of its own in the developed reqions o f  the world, the time

to  br ing other  region8 wi th in  i t s  fo ld  has  come. Well-informed public opinion

would be  an indispensable  a l ly  in  fos ter ing that  process  by creat ing an a tmosphere

of  t rus t  and conf idence. The Ulited  Nations Regional Centres for Peace and

Disarmament in Africa, Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean can play a crucial

role  i n  s u c h  e f f o r t s . In  th is  context  I  am happy to  inform the  Commit tee  that  the

Asian Regional Centre was inaugurated in Katmandu in January this year. The

ptential  of  the  Centre  for  conf idence-bui ld ing and tens ion-re laxing measures

cannot be overemphasized. However ,  as  the Under-Secretary-General  f o r  Disarmament

Affairs  pointed aut in  h is  s ta tement  in  this Commit tee ,  the  Cent re8  need adeuuate

human and mater ia l  resources  i f  they are to  foster  regional  dia logue effect ively .
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The appointment of a director to head each of the three Regional Centres has become

essential in order to ensure the organizational identity and effective functioning

of the Centres. With this in mind, we intend to submit a draft I: esoluticxl  in due

COUrse and we look forward to the full support of the members of the First

Committee.

Before concluding, I wish to express the appreciation’of my delegation to you,

Mr. Chairman, for your intenticn  to carry cn the task of rationalizing the work of

the First Committee. The results achieved last year under the able guidance of

Ambassador Douglas RXhe of Canada have earned him the admiration of all Of US. I

would alS0 like to place on record the deep appreciation of my delegation to the

Department for Disarmament Affairs. Under the dedicated leadership of its

Under-Secretary-General, Mr. Akashi, the Department has been playing a very

important role in meeting the growing and multifaceted demands co the United

Nations in the field of disarmament , notwithstanding severe resource consiraints.

Mr;’AL-KAWARI (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabic): I have the pleasure,

at the outset, Sir, to convey to you our congratulations on your election to the

chairmanship of this important Committee. PJ your as well as to the Vice-Chairmen

and the Rapporteur, go our wishes for every success in your task. I am certain

that your wisdom, experience and skill will guarantee the success Of our work.

We are meeting today in a climate of dGtente in international relations, which

is a source of satisfaction for us. We note that relations are improving and

developing further between countries that only a short time ago regarded one

another with suspicion and doubt. We are all the mOre satisfied at the fact that

dgtente is not confined to matters of disarmament and security, which are

Undoubtedly important. Dbtente also extends to such matters as trade and economic

relations. We are witnessing indeed momentous historical events which, we hope,

wilI warrant our optimism and will not prove to be mere illusions.
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My country wishes to express the hope that &tents will continue md that

peace in the world will be strengthened , so that all peoples may live in security

and peace.

Nevertheless, together with the developments that are leading to optimism in

international relations, the reduction of tensions and the improvement of crisis

situations, we are also noting an acceleration in the stockpiling of both nuclear.

and conventional weapons , which is difficult to justify in the new climate of

d&tente.

International &tente loses much of its significance and of the benefits it

can produce if there is a deterioration in the international economy. The majority

of the muntries in the world are still suffering from problems of poverty,

indebtedness, undernourishment and other economic problems with which those

countries are unable to cope. Security cannot be complete unless it also oovers

economic and social as well as military fields. The Ninth Meeting of the Heads of

State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries , meeting in Belgrade in September

last, was well aware of those facts. It underscored this in its Declaration:

"The building of international peace and security can only rest on sound and

equitable foundations."

That was the Conclusion reached by the countries that participated in the sumnit

conference. They noted that the international economic situation continued to

suffer from flagrant disparities and discrepancies between developing and developed

countries.

Returning to the question of disarmament, I would like to affirm that my

country continues to stress the need to pursue efforts to bring the attainment of

that goal closer - the goal of saving the world from the terror induced by the

stupendous accumulation of nuclear weapons. This brings me to the problem of the

proliferation in nuclear weapons. Next year, the Fourth Review Conference of the
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T r m t y  QI t h e  Non-Prolifwation o f  b&clear Weaponr  (NPT) w i l l  b e  h e l d  - a  Trcraty t o

whiah my oountry adhorrd earlier thie year. It  ir t rue  tha t  the  number  o f  State8

parti- to that Trmty ha8 now increased to 141) however  , numberr  do not mean nuah

if they do not 1-d to the doaired  reeul t, in thir oa8e: non-pro1 i fsration.

I  wi#h t o  emphuite m y  country�8 commitment  to t h e  ertabliahment  o f

nUOlrsr-weapon-fcor ronrr# we attaoh e&special importance to the establirhment of a

denuolaariood  ronr in the Middle East. Year at trr year,  the General  Anrembly  hacl

adopted  ra@OlUtiOn8  aa l l ing  for  the  ertablirhment o f  much a zona. Among the mnet

important provirionr in thir regard ir the appeal  b countrier of  the regim to

adhere to the NPT. Thorr ir no  need  to  reaa l l  that  I srae l  oontinuer to  refuse to

accede to that  Treaty  and perrirtr, alone, in remaining in euch an obdurate

porition. k if  in a  raao with t ime,  Ierael  continuea to try to impoee nuclear

domination by developing further the weapon8  it alraady halr and by manufacturing

lag-range deliwry ryrtemr  for  these weapons. Israel hap developed now mierilee,

with a range of mre than 1,000 kilometrea  for the dolivery of nuclear wsapons. It

har in faat launched misrrilrs that have reached the Libyan maat,  in flagrant

dirregard of what thir means in terms of  the threat it poseu to pmccs  in the rag ion

and to wor 16 peace. This =nBtitutea  an act of defiance that labde  to an arms

race, a danger that promptr the other countrim t6 adept the necessary meaaure8  for

eel f -protection. We find OuraelveF:  in a position where we reitecilte what the

interna tiaml community hm unanimualy  urged - the need for nuclear disarmament,

non-uB4 ot thrfcrat of  the use of nuclear weapons,  eetabliahment of

nuclear-weapon-free zanee - w h i l e  Irrrael takes  un a d v e r s e  poaitiar  t o  t h i s .  W e

wondrr how 1UIg  the interndkiOna1 Obmmunity  repreeented in thie Qrganiaation  will

continue to ignore this whole etate of affairs .
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We hope that &tents  wil l  e l iminate the obetaclw ti the holding of  the

Conference an the Indian Ocean at Colombo,  putruant to the rerolution  adopted by

the General Aarembly  in 1971, which declared the Indian Ocean a zone of pace in

order to oontribute to #strengthening  the security and atability in the region and

to implement the principles enunciated in that resolution, including the non-ure of

f o r c e , t h e  peaceful e e t t l e m e n t  o f  dilrputea ,  non - i n te r f e rence  in  the  internal

a t  fairr o f  S t a t e s , and freedom of navigation fdr prsoeful pucpoaea. We cannot but

expresr OOnCern  o v e r  t h e  o6ntinued  n a v a l  arms r a c e ,  in t h e  Indian &e&n, between

State0 member8 o f  m i l i t a r y  bloca. We wirh to reaffirm our support f o r  the effort8

made to eliminate the obetaclea  to the convening of that Conference in the hope

that the General Aaeembly  , at  the current  seesion, wil l  eet the date for the

Colombo  Conference in 1990.



J P/edd A/(!, 1/44/Pv.  13
46

(Mr. Al-Kawari,  Qatar)

Dinarmamant  i n  a  i9ng a n d  strsnuourr procear. Like all the other mambcrfl  of the

fJbvcmmt O f  N o n - A l i g n e d  Countries I w e  nsk t h a t  p r i o r i t y  h e  g i v e n  t o  nuclear

diaarmamrnt . We hope that the next decade will he crowned with fruitful CeRUltJ,

with regard to the  e l iminat ion  o f  the  terrihlr!  nuclear  weapon,  which  threatens

mankind wit.h  annihilations

We hope that efforta will  alro he made to reduce conventional WM~O~IR~  while

at  t h e  clam@ tinv tak  inq i n to  accoun t  s a f egua rds  to preeerve  thQ AecuritY I

aovereignty and independence of the countries concorned.

With regard to the non-proliferation  Treat-y, we hope tha t  the  nuclear  Power.3

whicn a r e  partial! t o  t h e  Trea:y w i l l  cenourlce  the producticn,  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

and the  propagat ion of  such weapnne  and re la ted mater  iala, in  compl ianca wi th  the i r

omnitments  under the Trerrty, M3peciall.y  RinCe  t h e  o t h e r  n o n - n u c l e a r  parr:ietn  t o  t h e

Treaty , w h i c h  a c e  eteadily  incressinq !n  n;)mheL’, a r e  complyinq  w i t h  t h e i r

Obli9atiOne,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  the T r e a t y  may he meaninqful  and h&v@ the desi,cfjtj

reeults.

T h s  ia,ruc o f  h a n n i n y  n u c l e a r  tent3  i s  .still  precarious, l’t stil I meets w i t h

major oba~acle!a, W e  support  tb efforts beinq mnde hy countrte3  Intercrstaci  i.n

nmendinq  t h e  1 9 6 3  p a r t i a l  t a s t - b a n  Treat!� t o  make  iL A  mmprehent3ive  test-ban

t r e a t y , an amenr.lmnt  t h a t  WAR  suppOrted  b y  t h e  summit.  meatinq o f  t h e  nnn-i~ltqn@~~

countriefi  h e l d  i n  f3elqrade.

I n  our view, t h e  role  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nations i n  disnrmnment:  mutt rx~ivo the

s u p p o r t  o f  01.1 c o u n t r i e s , -90 thrjt a l . 1  m a y  perticip,itf?  i n  r83!.izincl  t h e  qoAl nf

general  and complete  d isarmament  under  effrJcti.ve in ternat ional  control,  and in a

manne r  t h a t  w i l l  quarantee  t h e  riqht o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  t o  p e a c e  arId security,

W e  oommsnd  t h e  information  activities  o f  the Under-Secretary-C~nernl  and the

Department for DiElarmament  Affairs. They are  Bisaeminatinq  informat ion on diverse

matters pertaininq to diearmament, and clhrifyinq  them hoth here in New York and
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through the  in format ion centre8  or  reqional  off ices  which have been created for  the

purpose of disarmament ntudiea and research in Asia, Africa and htin America.

Mr. AZIKI!dE (Niqer  la) # Th ia 8888 ion of the First Committee ir tak ing

p l a c e  i n  a  f avou rab l e  i n t e rna t i ona l  c l ima te , reeul tinq from the increas  inq

undera tandinq end cooperation  in  the  re la t ionship  hetween the  two super-Power6 and

the i r  a l l i e s  ove r  t h e  paat  f e w  years . Thin  evol  u t ion ,  whose  absence  h i ther to  had

provided a  ready excuse for  lack  of proqra8.s in  the  diearmament proceanr har rince

reeul ted in the successful Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and

Shorter-Range Missile8  - INF Treaty between the United State8  of America and the

Onion of  Saviet  .Socialiet  Republ ics , a n d  haa f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  r e n o l u t i o n  o f  some

internat ional  problems tha t  not  tco long ago appeared in  t ractable . Niger ia

nupportu thin  t r e n d .

We bel ieve ,  hmever, t h a t  t h i s  increaninq  manifestation  o f  co-peration  a n d

the a t t e n d a n t  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n e i o n  should  b e  r e f l e c t e d  po~i tivsly i n

t h e  mul.t.ilateral  diearmament efforta. At the same time, we muat remind our aelvea,

with all due emphaaia, that there should be no room for complacency, because th@

atmosphere for en objective reallxation  of a new era in which the peace and

s e c u r i t y  o f  States may b e  t r u l y  regarded  a8 ~nfequarded  h a 8  y e t  t o  emetqe.

I t  i9 r e g r e t t a b l e  t h a t ,  i n  api t e  o f  the conclusion  and e n t r y  i n t o  f o r c e  o f  the

INF Trea ty , a8 w a l l  &q t h e  intenRtfication  o f  onqcrlnq n e g o t i a t i o n s  o n  t h e  r e d u c t i o n

o f  Rtratoqic nreenal:;, qlohal  peace  and s e c u r i t y  a re  atill qravely endange red  by

the auali tat.ivh  improvemnt  of nuclear weapons. What we are wi tneesinq is the

aunlitati.ve  ref inement  of nuclear  weaporle to  an  unprecedented  degree  o f  precieion

and  lathality  to compensats f o r  q u m t i t a t i v e  r e d u c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  haa the ef fec t  o f

r e n d e r i n g  t h e  TNP Trea ty  largely u n h e l p f u l ,
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The  task hefore the  First Commit tee ,  in  my deleqation�a  view,  should  therefore

be ta g e t  o u r  priorities  r i g h t . We must he determined to avoid takin9 one step

forward ar?d two atepa backwards% one step forward in  havinq the  r ight  Pol i  tical

atmosphere, b u t  t w o  step8 backwards  by  s t i f l i ng  mul t i l a t e r a l  e f fo r t s  and  denyinq

oureelvee  what  ehould  have  been the  pos i t ive  inputs  of  bi la teral  efforta*

I t  ie againat t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e  N i g e r i a n  d e l e g a t i o n  calla o n  t h e

Committee to take euch measures aa will lead to the immediate commencement of

m u l t i l a t e r a l  n e g o t i a t i o n  o n  a n u c l e a r - t e s t  ban as a  m a t t e r  o f  first p r i o r i t y ,  I t

bears r epea t i ng  t ha t  a  nuc l ea r - t e s t  ban  wou ld  provib e f fec t ive  mean8  to p r e v e n t

t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  arm8 r ace  and  suppo r t  effort3  fo r  r ea l  nuc l ea r  d i s a rmamen t .

As members  of the Committee are aware, effor ts  to  achieve a  comprehensive  tes t

ban have a long history, and rapid proqresft in modern technology now makes

compliance wi th  a  tea t  ban ver i f iable . Those States oppoeed to a comprehensive

t e s t -ban  t r ea ty  t he re fo re  have  no  justifiable reason  fo r  continuinq  t h e i r

oppoei tion to the demand for such a treaty, o t h e r  than t o  sustain their m i l i t a r y

doctr ine  of  nuclear  deter rence ,  in  which case , the future of mank ind is heinq made

hostaqe to  the  perceived secur i ty  of  a  few nuclear-weapon Statea.

That  is  why we see a  stronq  l ink  be tween the  ampr:ehensive  prohihftlon  of

n u c l e a r  t e s t s ,  o n  t h e  o n e  hmd, which the cnmptehens ive test ban seeks to achievta ,

a n d  t h e  success  o f  t h e  non-pro1  ifaration rgqime, o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  AS symtjnlized  b y  t h e

non-p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty . We can only  hope that  the  proc?Rs  of conveninq the

amendment  conference to  mnver t  the  1963 par t ia l  tea t -ban Treaty  into  a

comprehensive  t e s t - b a n  t r e a t y  w i l l  he Finalized  socn d u r i n g  i n f o r m a l  consultations,

so that the amendment conference may be held a8 early a8 1990, a8 endorsed  by the

recent Belgrade summit of the non-aligned coun tr lea. Thus, we support the proposal

made  by Mexico in its statement on 16 October that the amendment conference should

be held in July 1990.
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Secondly, we mua t etrenqthen the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Mcleac

Weapons (NPT) i t se l f  and other  re la ted measures in  the  non-prol i fera t ion  rdgime  if

nuclear-weapons aoquisition  is  not to cont inue  a t t rac t ing  those  wno accord  i t

undeserved leqitimacy  as a currency of power. The forthcominq  Pour th Fbview

Conference of the Part ies  to  the  non-prol i fera t ion Treaty  t to  he  he ld  in

August 1990, should  be an  oppor tuni ty  to  demnstate  to  the  in ternat ional  conununi ty

t h a t  t h e  non-p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty , f a r  f r o m  being  m e n d  i n  i t s e l f ,  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t

disarmament measure for  all States, aimed at  the eventual  e l iminat ion  o f  nuclear

weapons,

We bel ieve  that  the effect ive  prohibi t ion of  nuclear-weapons  explos ions

remains the actd test of the willingness of the super-Powers to reverse the

nuclear-arms race and justifies the linkage between the comprehensive test-ban

Trea ty  and  the  f a t e  o f  t he  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty  i t s e l f . The establishment  of

additional nuclear-wespan-f ree zones and zones of peace t the giving of negative

security assur antes to  non-nuclear-weapon Sta tea t and the conclusion of req ional

non-pro1  i fera t ion pacts  t whi le  useful  i .n  themelves, can only serve as  reinforcinq

mechanisms t no t  as  subst i tu tes  fo r  e f f ec t i ve  g loba l  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on .
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In thin connect ion, I winh t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  Cbernment of Niqeria haa

submitted  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  Depocritary  Cavernmenta  o f  t h e  NFT f o r  a n  aqreement o n

the  prohib i t ion  o f  the we or  threat  of uee of nuclear weapons  hqainflt

non-nuclear-weapon StateR parties! to the NPT. The proposed agreement, if adopted,

wou ld  c r ea t e  fu r the r  i n c e n t i v e  t o  State8 n o t  p a r t y  t o  t h e  N P T  t o  j o i n  i t  t t h u s

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  regime.

For the non-nuclear-weapon Statee  parties to the NPT, it  would renew their

fa i th  in  the  Treaty hy makinq 1 t  more  re levant  to  thei r  .secur ity concerns  In  th is

nucl ear era. I t  i s  o u r  h o p e  t h a t  a l l  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  T r e a t y  w i l l  Consider  t h e

p r o p o s a l  w h e n  i t  1.H c i r c u l a t e d , wi th  a view to  adopt inq  i t  at  the  Conference  of  the

Pa r t i e s  t o  t h e  N P T  t o  h e  he1.d fo r  t ha t  purpoaa.

T h i r d l y ,  t h e r e  iw t h e  n e e d  t.o revitalize t h e  cu r r en t  d i s a rmamen t  machinerv,

par t icular ly  the  Digarmament  Commignion  and the  Conference  on Digarmament,  to  make

them more responsive in concrete  disarmament efforts. T h e  19Aq session  o f  t h e

Dic,armament  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  whou1.d  a l e r t  u s  to t h e  n e e d  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e

effPCtiVent?SS  *3nd maximum prnduct.ivity  of that important deliberative forum, which

i s  open t o  a l l  S t a t e s . T n  t h i s  retqard, we would  l ike  to  ha associa ted  wi th  the

c~1.l~~ to rotate  t h e  post of chairman f o r  i m p o r t a n t  aqenda iteE dutinq  each

set39 ion, t o  �~1.10~  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  apprmches, and the staqser  inq of aqenrla i tems over

d number  OF s e s s i o n s . other  methods c o u l d  a170 incl ude concentratinq  on a few

m,3naqaahle aqmda i t e m s  a t  a n y  liven s~iis ion, in  order  to achieve  maximum resul ts ,

and  reviewing  in a  positive w a y  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  onsensus on ,3]1

8utstarr  tivo issueR, t o  w h i c h ,  o n  6011~  OCCAR ion.s, d feW c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  delihetately

r e s o r t e d  i n  o r d e r  to Erustrate  a q r a e m e n t  hy a n  Overwhelminq m a j o r i t y  of Mpfiber

States  o n  o number  of itc;m  desetvtnq  o f  mdtilateral. neqotiation  in the



EF/?3/rau A/C.l/44/PV.13
52

(Mr Azikiwe,  N i g e r i a )

appropriate forum. All these factors indicate that we should give Our Unwavering

support for the continued  relevance of the Disarmament CoRUnission.

Fourthly, we believe that outer space should continue to be the common

her itage of mank ind, and should  be  used exclus ively  for  peaceful  purposes  in  the

in terest  of humanity. The arms race must he prevented from reaching Our  last

f r o n t i e r , and activities reqardinq the exploration and use of outer space muut  also

he ca r r i ed  out  unde r  e f f ec t i ve  i n t e rna t i ona l  l aw . T h e  e x i s t i n g  l ega l  rigim i s

i n a d e q u a t e .  T h e r e  i s , therefore ,  an urgent  need  to  consol  idate and re inforce  the

leqal  r:dqin�e  ir. order  to  prevent  the  extension of the arms race to  outer space.

Let  me now address  myself  to  the  isuue  of  radiological  weapons.  t&y I  use

this opportunity to commend the Committee for the support given to the lni  t  b tive

of  the  Niger ian delegation on the  resolut ion adopted  in 1988 on the prohibition of

the  dumping of  radioact ive  wastes  for  host i le  purposes . We are hapW to note that

s ince the  adopt ion  of  the  enabl ing  resolu t ion  on the  i tem,  the  Conference on

Disarmament has commenced effective consideration of the matter under its Ad HOC

Committee on Radiological Weapons. Given  t h e  l e tha l  e f f ec t s  o f  r ad i a t i on ,  N ige r i a

bel.ieves  t h a t  t h e  d u m p i n q  o f  radioactive  was t e s  f o r  hos t i l e  pu rpoaes  o r  i n  armed

c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e n t i o n  to cause damaqe, destruction and injury

const i tu tes  one of the  most  effect ive means of  conductinq  radloloqical  warfare.

Niqeria’s  desire here is to exclude this possibility  completely,  thereby protectinq

mankind f rom the  horror  an9 devasta t ion that  woul? resul t  f rom such means of

warfare. W e  how t h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  continue  t o  support  t h e  Nigerian

i n i t i a t i v e  o n  t h i s  i t e m .
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We would  also  l ike  to  express  apprecia t ion to  the  In ternat ional  Atomic  kergY

Agency (IAEA) for  i ts  efforts  to bring  the  management  of  radioact ive  wastes  under

effect ive  contro l  in  order  to  remove the  threa t  to  human survival  and the

environment that would result if  such wastes were not managed under an effective

code of conduct.

Pe rmi t  me  alS0 to u n d e r l i n e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  Nigeria  attaches  to reqional

approaches to disarmament, peace and security. In  t h i s  r ega rd , the  Uni ted  NatiOnS

disarmament machinery Should be strengthened in the regional  disarmament sphere.

As a firm commitment to this approach, Nigeria co-hosted, with the United Nations,

the first-ever regional disarmament workshop for Africa under the expanded United

Nations Disarmament Fellowship Tra ininq and Advisory Services Programme in bgoS

from 3 to  7  Apri l  th is  year . The workshop, wh ich examined African secur itY

percept ions  and reuu irements includinq  related regional  issues,  was a t  tended hY

over  20 Afr ican exper ts , senior  diplomats  and high-ranking government  off ic ia ls .

T h e  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n , d iscuss ion and resul ts  a t ta ined shows the

importance  of  encouraging reqional  unders tanding and co-operat ion in  fac i l i ta t ing

the goals of disarmament. In  this  regard,  we look forward to  the  repor t  Of  the

Secretary-Caneral  on the workshop ,  a s  we l l  a s  t o  t h e  organ ixa t ion  o f  s imi l a r

workshops for  o ther  regionu  next  year  under  the  proqramme.

With  regard  to  the  funct ioning of  the  three  Regional  Centres  for  Peace and

Disarmament in Africa, Latin America and Asia, my delegat ion  would  l ike  to  ca l l  for

increawed funding, as  such Centres  have tru1.y proved to  he inst ruments  for

accelera t ing regional  co-operat ion,  d isa tmament ,  peace and secur i ty , In  o u r

reqion,  Nige r i a  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  the viable Eunctioning  of  t h e  R e g i o n a l

C e n t r e  i n  A f r i c a  - b a s e d  i n  b&, lbgo - w h i c h ,  s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  haS u n d e r t a k e n

numerous act iv i t ies . Indeed, a sum of $50,000 was donated by the Nigerian
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Government  towards  the  funct ioning of  the  Afr ican Regional  Centre  in  tim6 las t

March. We are alto doing what we can, despite our present economic problems, to

render  fur ther  ass is tance in  the  coming year. As part of what we helieve the

Centre  can achieve,  f ive  West  Afr ican States ,  Benin,  Burkina Faso,  Ghana,  Tbqo  and

Nigeria ,  have jo in t ly  in i t ia ted  the  establishment  of  a  commiss ion on ttan:rhoundary

issues  to  be  p laced under  the  auspices  of  the  Regional  Centre . The purpose is to

encourage scholar ly  research and to  faci l i ta te  the  formulat ion and implementa t ion

of  appropr ia te  pol icy  measures  on horder  i ssues  in  the  sub-region. As cer ta in

favourable  t rends are  emerging and qaininq  momentum in  in ternat ional  re la t ions ,  we

helleve  t h a t  r e g i o n a l  i s s u e s  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  s h o u l d  a l s o  complement  g loba l .

disarmqmnt  effor ts  and should  command the  a t tent ion they  deserve.

In  th is  connect ion,  my delegat ion  is  deeply concerned about  the  in format ion in

paragraph 3 of  the Secretary-CeneraL�s  repor t  on  the  Req ional Centre for  Africa,  as

contained in document A/44/582 of 9 October  1989. According to  paragraph 3 ,  the

incumbent Director of the Centre completed his assignment and the research

ass i s t an t  i s  s e rv ing  a s  Of f i ce r - in -cha rge . Even as  an inter im arrangement ,  this i s

a situation which is bound to cause the donors concern. E f f ec t i ve  d i r ec t i on  o f  t h e

C e n t r e  has  been  an  impor t an t  pa r t  o f  i t s  s t r e n g t h  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  contributions,

which, we are  to ld  in  the  Secretary-General �s  repor t ,  amounted to  $699,000  in  the

l a s t  y e a r . My deleqat ion appeals  to  the  Secretary-Gneral  to  take urqent  s teps  to

enable  the  Centre  to  have a  credible  Director .

I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  expre s s  t h e  sa t i s f ac t ion  o f  t h e  Nige r i an  deleqation  a t  t h e

amunt of work done so Ear at the Conference on Disarmament in neqotiatinq  A

convent ion  on  the  complete  e l iminat ion  of  chemical  weapons, The current 1 eve1 of

public  awareness  and understandinq  of the  proposed convent ion is tes t imony to thP

f a c t  t h a t  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community  is exprtinq  a tremendous  effort tw,3r(]g

a t t a i n i n g  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .
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At the Paris Conference held in January 1989, the participating countries

reaffirmed their commitment to the Geneva Protocol of 1925, which banned the use of

chemical weapons8 and there was a consensus that the Protocol should be

strengthened in order to outlaw chemical warfare permanently. That demonstration

of political will was aptly followed up by the September 1989 Canberra Conference,

which aimed at introducing more practicality into the negotiations by involving, at

this concluding stage, industries whose co-peration will be necessary for the

implementation of the convention. Although neither initiative iS Within the

framework of "he Conference on Disarmament, they have helped to gauge international

opinion on the convention under negotiation. The positive responses given to both

initiatives by the international community, and the achievements of both

conferences, will give a much-needed impetus to the Conference on Disarmament

negotiators.

Nigeria does not possess chemical weapons, and we do not intend to acquire

them. For this reason we fully support the elimination of this category of weapons

of mass destruction from the arsenals of all States.

We note with satisfaction tue new development at the Canberra Conference

concerning the proposal to set up a group of technical experts to act as an

advisory body to the Chairman of the Ad Iioc Committee on Chemical Weapons. We hope

that this proposal will be referred to the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva,

where it would be properly discussed.

Finally, you will recall that, at the 1988 session of this Committee, Nigeria

initiated a resolution on the declaration of the 1990s as the Third Disarmament

Decade, which was adopted by consensus. ft is regrettable that in 1989 the

Disarmament Commission failed to agree on the elements of this Declaration. We

hope it will be possible for this Committee to conclude action on it at the current

session.

#
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I should like to remind

delegations that the First Committee will hold a special meeting tomorrow mornin9

in observance of the beginning of Disarmament Week. In addition to a brief

statement which I shall make as Chairman of the First Committee, statements will be

made by the President of the General &,sse&ly  and the Secretary-@neral,

I also wish to announce that the special meetinq devoted to Disarmament Week

will be immediately followed by the Seventh United Nations Pledging Conference for

the World Disarmament Campaign. I trust that delegations will be present not Only

in person but also with pledges for the World Disarmament Campaign.

I also wish to recall that in accordance with the consultations held before we

began the work of the First Committee , and as announced previously, the First

Committee will hold an informal meeting tomorrow afternoon to provide countries

that are not metiers of the Conference on Disarmament with information on the

status of ongoing negotiations at the Conference with regard to the draft

convention on chemical weapons. At that meeting, Ambassador Pierre mrel of

France, who is the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons of the

Conference on Disarmament, will provide delegations with information and will he

available to delegations for any additional information that nmy be reauired. I

should like to emphasize that the holding of this informal meeting of the First

Committee should not be construed in any way as a precedent for the future.

I would like to announce that for this afternoon’s meeting the speakers are as

follows: Singapore, Tunisia, Viet Nam, the Libyan Arab Jamabiriya, Niger,

Democratic Kampuchea and Italy.

The meeting rose at 12.15 p.m.


