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The  mer tinq was cal led to  order a t  10.15 a  .m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 To 69 AND 151 (continued)

GENWAL DmATE  ON ALL DISmpMmT  ITEMS

MC. STEPHANOU  (Greece)  ( in terpreta t ion f rom French)  1 Allaw me ,  first of

a l l ,  Sk, on behalf of my country and on my own behalf, to congratulate You

cordially on your election to the chairmanship of the First Committee. Your long

diplomatic experience and your ek ill  in dealing with problems of diaartmiment,  which

you have manifested repeatedly,  are the beet  p ledge of  the  BUCC~~JB  of  our  work.

Our conqratula tione  also go to the two Vice-Chairmen, Mohamed Nabil Fahmy and

Haaean Maehhadi and to our Rapporteur - my oompatr iot, Dimi tr ioa Platis.

I would  aleo l ike  to  take  this oppor tuni ty  to  convey our  condolencua  to  the

Government of the United States with regard to the terrible earthquake which etruck

nor the rn  Ca l i fo rn i a . Our condolence8 qo to tbe vtctima  and we alao extend our beat

w i shes  for  t h e  p r o m p t  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  survivors,  and  fo r  Ca l i fo rn i a ’ s

recovery from the damage suffered.

I t  i s  ale0 my  p l ea san t  p r iv i l ege  t o  exp re s s , on behalf  of  my delegat ion,  our

complete satisfaction with the masterly and inspired manner in which Ambassador

Dauqlaa Roche  of  Canada conducted the  work of  the  Commit tee  a t  the  for ty- th i rd

889.9  ion. We also wish to commend Mr. Akashi, Under-Secretary-General for

Disarmament  Affairs ,  and the Commit tee’s  Secretary,  Mr.  Kheradi,  for  their  work.

On 16 October 1989, Ambassador Pierre Morel, speak inq in  his  capaci ty  a8

Chairman, on behalf oE the twelve States members of the EXIropean  Community, gave a

deta i led  account  of  the  Community’s  v iews on disarmament .  Wbila ful ly  endors ing

the cemae  ks made by Mr. brel, I  wish to  put  forward cer ta in  addi t ional  v iews of

the Greek Government on certain points.
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Greece - a  country  t radi t ional ly  and f i rmly dedica ted  to  peace  and to  the

procedures  for  the  peaceful  se t t lement  of  d isputes  - can only endorse  any

ini t ia t ive  or  effor t  a imed a t  accelera  t inq the  disarmament  process . Proceed inq

from the  pr inciple  tha t  war  must  no longer  be  an  ins t rument  of  pol i t ics  and that  i t

ie the  duty  of  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  to  prevent  a l l  wacsr whether nuCleaC  Or

convent ional , Greece is  opposed to  any act  of  cormnission  or  omiss ion  tha t  would

impede the disarmament process. Such impediments would result  in an increase in

reasons for  the  use  or threat  of use of  Force or  in  the  reasons  for  mili tary

i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r i e s  b y  foreiqn  a r m i e s  o r  f a i t s  accmplis. T h e y

a t e  v io l a t i ons  of  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  C h a r t e r  a n d  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t

wi th  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  goal of  safequardinq the  peace.
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The efforts towards nuclear and conventional disarmament remain our central

concern. These efforts which have long been under way within the United Nations

system, have been rruch inf luenced recent ly  by the  proqrees  in  the  b i la tera l

neqotiations  between the super-Pcmers. Also, our hopes have been bolstered by the

jo in t  dec l a r a t i on  o f  23  Sep t ember  l a s t ,  a t  J ackson  Lake  bdqe,  t o  t he  e f f ec t  t ha t

the  Uni ted Sta tes  and the  Sovie t  Union reaff i rmed thei r  mmon  wi l l  to  continult

the i r  e f fo r t s  t o  ach ieve  a  un ive r sa l ,  e f f ec t ive ly  ve r i f i ab l e  and  t ru ly  gene ra l  ban

on chemical weapons and the destruction of all  chemical weapon stockpiles.

As at the 43rd session, the work of the First Committee has this year bequn

a us pi cious  ly . Af ter  concluding thei r  Treaty  on the  El iminat ion of

Intermediate-Ranqe and Shorter-Range Missiles - INF Treaty - of December 1987, the

Uni ted  Sta tes  and the  Sovie t  Union have  cont inued the i r  d ia logue,  inc luding in  the

area of arms control. The two super-Powers have reaffirmed their undertaking to

h a l v e  t h e i r  s t r a t e g i c  a r s e n a l s . We at tach great  importance  a lso  to  ac t ion in  the

f ie ld  of  preven tinq  an arms race  in  space and ending nuclear  tes ts .

Greece, which is  convinced of  the  cent ra l  ro le  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions in

prom, t inq disarmament ,  fu l ly  accepts  the  need for  multila  tera l ism i f  the

internat ional  c l imate  i s  to be  improved. As o u r  M i n i s t e r  of  Foreign  Affa i r s ,

Mr. George Papoul ias ,  has  emphasized wi th  reference to  the  jo int  ef for ts  which have

set  us  on the  path  to  tangible  progress  in  re la t ions  between East  and West  in

Europe,  we are  convinced tha t  conf idence can replace  mis t rus t  and that  coqpera tion

should  take  the  p lace  of  confronta t ion.

I’ne positive  r e su l t s  o f  t he  S tockho lm Confe r ence  a s  regards the $trengtheninq

of confidence between the European States and the welcome outcome of the

discuss ions  in  Vienna a t  the  Conference  on Secur i ty  and Co-opera t ion in &rope

(SCE) a re  encourag ing  siqns  fo r  s ecu r i ty  and  co-peration  i n  E u r o p e .
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In  t h i s  r e s p e c t , my country welcomes the opening of two sets of neqotiatiansr one

Qn developinq new security and confidence-buildinq  measures, and the other on

conventional armed forces in Europe.

Greece, with  i ts  f i rm commitment  to  developinq conf idence  a t  the  regional

level, is qra ti f ied to have been the first  to propose implernen t inq the Hels ink i

Final  Act  on a  regional  basis , As par t  of  the  process  begun by the  CSa,

co-peration  in  the  Balkan peninsula  has  proved to  be  one of  the  most  s igni f icant

developnen  ts. We are f i rmly cosnnitted  to  promotinq  such co-opera t ion  wi th  our

Balkan neighbours in areas of common interest. As our  Minis ter  of Foreign Affairs

has emphas ized , “We sha l l  spa re  no  e f fo r t  t owards  t he  fu r the rance  o f  t h i s  p roces s ,

which serves peace and stability in our region”. (A/44/PV.  11 ,  pp .  44-45)

My country ,  which is  par ty  to  the  Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of  Nuclear

Weapons, r e m a i n s  f a i th fu l  t o  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s . In  t h i s  r e spec t ,  we

hope  tha t  the  Fourth  NPf Review Conference  wi l l  he lp  consol ida te  and s t rengthen the

n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  re’gims a n d  t h a t  m o r e  c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  a c c e d e  t o  t h e  T r e a t y .

As  i t  oppxes  the  ho r i zon t a l  and  ve r t i c a l  p ro l i f e r a t i on  o f  nuc l ea r  a rms ,

Greece  i s  p leased tha t  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  and the  Sovie t  Union are  con t inuinq the i r

START negotiations to reach agreement on limitinq  such weapons, and that they have

a g r e e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  n u c l e a r  r i s k  r e d u c t i o n  c e n t r e s  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e i r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n

of  ar t ic le  VI of  the  Non-Prol i ferat ion Treaty. Any progress towards curbing and

reve r s ing  t he  nuc l ea r  a rms  race  w i l l  h e l p  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  re’gim.

Disarmament is a multidimensional process, and the danger  of  a  nuclear  war  is

only  one  s ide  of  the  coin . Des t ruc t i on  i n  t e rms  o f  human  l i ve s  ha s  i t s  o r i g in s

essent??lly  in conventional weapons ,  whose  des t ruct ive  power  oontinues  tc

increase . Greece therefore  supports  any effor t  a imed a t  reducing convent ional
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weapons to the lawest possible level which takes account of the security interests

of each State and the military threats resulting from the existing imbalances.

Greece shares the conviction that progress in the field of conventional disarmament

is indispensable and contributes to reducing the risk of a nuclear confliot, with

the aim of achieving prevention of war at any level of hostility. Thus, the

development begun in &rope in the sphere of conventional arms control and in

security and confidence measures is a major gontribution  and establishes a Positive

precedent in the general disarmament process.

Concluding a global, universal and verifiable convention on the prohibition of

the development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons and on their

destruction is for Greece a priority issue on a par with nuclear and conventional

disarmament.

Greece welcomes the results of the Paris Conference of 7 to 9 January 1989,

which gave fresh impetus to efforts speedily to eliminate chemical weapons. This

new political boost to the Gzneva negotiations and the memorandum on the subject

concluded between the United States and the Soviet Union are encouraging examples

of the movement towards ending the risk of the proliferation of these weapons.

In this respect, my country also welcomes the Canberra Conference, held from

18 to 22 September 1989, between representatives of Government  and industry on

chemical weapons. The resolution that Conference adopted unanimously is a newn

positive contribution to the Geneva negotiations and implementation of a convention

once it is signed.

Because of its awareness of the problems of development, Greece is ready to

support any effort aimed at implementing the programme of action adopted by the

Conference on disarmament and development in such a way that their relationship  is

manifested in practical terms.
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MY delegation is convinced that the United Nations must play a central role in

the field of disarmament, in accordance with the aims and objectives set out in its

Charter - Greece is therefore prepared to support the initiatives to promote ad

strengthen the performance and output of the First Committee, and would take this

opportunity to praise the persevering efforts of successive Chairmen who have

guided the work of our Committee in recent years, which have proved positive.

These efforts have, inter alia, facilitated the adoption of a larger number of

resolutions by consensus, and this, combined with the improved general climate,

should give the work of our Committee fresh impetus.
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I have confined myself to 1 is ting a certain number of i terns. Let us hope that

the  sense  of  responsibi l i ty  which our  Governments  must  shw,  and which has  led  to

the current  long-awai ted  improvement  of  the  in ternat ional  c l imate ,  wi l l  f ind in  our

work the  necessary  inspira t ion and wi l l  to achieve the  goals  we have se t  ourselves ,

covering the vast range of disarmament problems that we have to deal with.

Mr. TANASIE (Romania)  ( in terpreta t ion f rom French)  t I t  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r

p l e a s u r e ,  S i r , for  me to  be able  to  begin  by warmly congratulat ing you on your

election as Chairman of our Committee. You are  the  dis t inguished representa t ive  of

a country which, al though geographically distant from us, i s  c lose  to  us  by reason

of  ou r  conmK3n  La t i n  o r i g in  and  c u l t u r e . We are  convinced that  your  abi l i ty  and

personal  qual i t ies  guarantee  a  successful  outcome to  the  Commit tee’s  work . I  wish

also to  congratula te  the  other  off icers  of  the  Conuni  t tee  as  wel l  as  the  members  of

the Sectetar tat who are working with us.

I  should  l ike  to  associa te  myself  wi th  the  other  speakers who have expressed

to the deleqa tions of the United States and the People’s Republic of China sympathy

and condolences with regard to the recent earthquakes, which claimed so many

ViCtilTlS.

The debates in our Committee, l ike  those  takinq  place in  the  General  Assembly

dur ing the  current  sess ion, are occurr  inq a t  a  t ime of  qreat  siqniEicance  in  the

e v o l u t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s . Over  recent  years  a  number  of  s iqnif i .cant

steps have been taken on the path to disarmament. They include the Sov iet -Un i ted

States  agreement  on the  e l iminat ion of  medium-range miss i les  and the  fact  that  a

number  of  interlra  t ional  conELicts  are  proceeding towards  poLiticaL  solu t ions ,

through negot ia t ion .
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However, it must be no ted that, as  a  number  of  delegat ions  have st ressed in

the  general  debate , t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  f r a g i l e  a n d  d$tente  h a s

not  become i r revers ible . T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  i s  s t i l l  c o n f r o n t e d  with

complex and worrying phenomena. There are in the world immense quantities of

nuclear and conventional weapons, and nuclear weapons and other weapons Of mass

des t ruct ion are  being modernised and are  becoming increas ingly  sophis t ica ted .  We

are  a lso  wi tness inq extremely high mil i tary  budgets  and the  beqinninqs  of  the

ml1 itar ization of outer space.

The des t ruct ive  capaci ty  of  nuclr  It weapons has  hardly been affected by the

Soviet -Uni ted Sta tes  agreement , and that  capaci ty  wi l l  even be  increased by the

proposed modernization  of  tact ical  nuclear  weapons. hrthermore,  t h e r e  are

s ignif icant  stocks  of  chemical  weapons, and they wi l l  be increased wi th  the

production of binary weapons. Chemical and nuclear weapons form integral parts of

the  planned armaments  of  cer ta in  countr ies  and of  thei r  tac t ics . Those factors ,

combined wi th  the  cont inued exis tence  of  the  doct r ine  of  nuclear  de ter rence ,  keep

the arms race going and perpetuate the danger of war.

We should  consider  th is  b leak  p ic ture  in  conjunct ion  wi th  the  heavy burden of

under development, w h i c h  i s  i n  i t s e l f  a  g r e a t  t h r e a t  t o  i n t e r r a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d

s t a b i l i t y . ft i s  not  by  chance  that  in  raisin9 disarmament ,  problems a t  the  current

sess ion  the  developing coun t r ies  have again emphat ical ly  l inked them with  the  vital

need to  e l iminate  underdevelopnent, so  that  the  resources  now being wasted for

mil i tary  purposes  may be  reass igned for  economic and socia l  development .

All o f  t h i s  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  t h a t .  t h e  b a s i c  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  wrxld is still

to halt the arms race and achieve disarmament ,  s tar t ing with  nuclear  disarmament ,

with  t h e  f i n a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  b y  staqes o f  all n u c l e a r  weapons,  a  halt t o  nuclear

t e s t s  a n d  t o  t h e  militarization  o f  ou t e r  space ,  and  a  r ad i ca l  r educ t i on  of

conventional weapons.

~. -..- -----  -.-__ --
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The achievement of those goals rmuires fostering new thinking and a new

approach to the solution of international problems, including disarmament

problems. As is borne cxt by the present international situation, that effort

should be based on firm respect for the principles of relations between States -

above all, equality of rights , national independence and sovereignty,

non-interference in the internal affairs of others, the non-use of force or the

threat of its use, and rmtual advantage.

Like many others, our delegation thinks thi;t the priority disarmament

objective undoubtedly continues to be nuclear disarmament. It is clear that

nuciear weapons do not provide genuine security, and that their steady accumulation

would lead to increased insecurity. This priority should be reflected in the

debates and negotiations within the United Nations and elsewhere.

The action most urgently needed now to reverse the arms face is a halt to the

development of nuclear weapons. In the present more favourable political

conditions, factors causing political-military imbalances should be eliminated

solely through negotiation, not by the use of more sophisticated technolq:,

leading to t_he development of new and even more lethal weapons.

E5rQerts believe that the proposed modernization  of short-range nuclear

missiles would by itself mean a fourfold increase in their destructive capacity,

which would more than outweigh the effect of the reduction of medium-range

missiles. That is why Romania has repeatedly reaffirmed its opposition  to the

modetnization of short-range missiles, 911ing rather for the start of negotiations

to txing about their total eliminatiai from the arsenals of States.

The RoKkxIian delegation believes that the General Assembly should appeal to

all. States to renounce the nrodecnization  and development of nuclear weapons'and

also to renounce the doctrine of nuclear deterrence. That is the only way to

guarantee the effectiveness of any disarmment measures which may bo adopted.
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Similarly, a halt to all nuclear tests is also urgently needed. Romania

attaches special importance to the Six+ation Initiative , and actively supports the

convening of an international conference to amend the 1963 Treaty Banning Nuclear

Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water, in order to include in it

the cessation of underground nuclear tests.

The Romanian delegation has already spoken in the General Assembly of the

importance of stepping up negotiations between the Soviet Union and the united

States on strategic weawns. My delegation believes that it would be useful ti

renew the General Assembly's appeal to the Soviet Union and the United States to

conclude as soon as possible a treaty to reduce their strategic nuclear weapons by

50 per cent. Romania will actively support any resolution containing such an

apeal.
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At the same time, there  is  a  vi ta l  need,  wi thin  the  f ramework Of the  Geneva

Conference on Disarmament, to m3ve  u rgen t ly  t o w a r d s  t h e  development  o f  a

comprehens ive  t r ea ty  fo r  t he  prohibitian and  qradtial  t o t a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  nuClear

weapons,  o n e  t h a t  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  a  b a n  on the production  ma testing of nuclear

weapons as  well  as  provide  for  the  des t ruct ion of  s tockpi les  and methods  of

t r anspo r t .

Clearly, the Geneva Conference on Disarmament has an important  role to play in

the process of nuclear disarmament, a n d  i t  m u s t  step u p  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o n  a l l  t h e

i tems on i t s  aqenda and achieve more  effect ive  resul ts .

Unfortunately , at this year’s session the Conference on Diearmament failed to

a r r i ve  a t  a  j o in t  app roach  t ha t  wou ld  enab l e  i t  t o  move  o n  t o  substantive

negotiations On nuclear-disarmament i tams. I t  is a l s o  r e g r e t t a b l e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e

problem of the  nuclear  tes t -ban was  not  cons idered  in  depth  owing to  the  inabi l i ty

to establish an ad hoc committee of the Conference on that item.

With  respect  to  negot ia t ions  on  the  draf t  convent ion  on  the  prohibi t ion  and

elimination of chemical weapons I a l  tharqh cer ta in  paragraphs of  a  procedural  and

draf t ing nature  were  completed th is  year , impor tant  substant ive  i ssues  remain  to  be

r es o1ve.d  , such as  the  modal i t ies  for  moni tor  inq  and ver i f ica t ion,  the  procedure  for

Aestroyinq  chemica l -weapon  s t ockp i l e s  and  p roduc t i on  f ac i l i t i e s ,  a  gua ran t ee  o f  t he

secu r i t y  o f  S t a t e s  du r ing  t he  transitim p e r i o d  u n t i l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e

convent ion and the  need to  guarantee  the  peaceful  use of  the  chemical  indust ry .

I t  i s  incumbent  upon us  to  increase  our  ef for ts  in  the  Conference  On

Disarmament  to  ftnd so lu t ions  ti those  problems and to  complete  the  draf t ing  of  the

convention.

MOnq With O t h e r  deleqations  w e  feel t h a t  in view o f  t h e  existing

interdependence between chemical and nuclear weapons the c o u n t r i e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n

the work of  the  Conference on Di.earmament should  more  energet ica l ly  engage in
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negotia tione  to ban the production and stockpiling of chemical weapon8 along with

negot ia t ions  on the  to ta l  e l iminat ion of  nuclear  weapons . We must bear in mind

that  an  effect ive  and equi table  process  of nuclear  and chemical  d isarmament  should

be  based on tht! pr inc ip le  of equal  secur i ty  for  a l l  countr ies  and devised 80 aa no t

to create new imbalances in in tetna tional life.

The Conference on Disarmament should also step up its efforts ti achieve

pract ica l  resul ts  in  i t s  work to  prevent  the  mili tar  iza tion  of outer  space. At

thie year’s s e s s i o n  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t  w e r e  s t i l l  g e n e r a l  i n  n a t u r e . The

ul t imate  goal  should  be the  prohibi t ion  of  a l l  mili  tary activi  t ie8  in  outer  apace

and prevent ion of  the  misuse of tha t  region. The t ime has  mrne  to  respond to  the

cal l  of  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  to  ensure  tha t  outer  space  i s  procla imed the

Comrron  heritage of mankind and ueed exclusively for peaceful purposes. ‘ I t  i s  q u i t e

clear that  any uni la tera l  ac t ion to mi l i  tar ize outer space wil l  inevi tably  be

followed  b y  a  s i m i l a r  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  o t h e r  side.

Linked to the problem of nuclear disarmament is the creation of

nuclear-weapon-free  2one8. T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  c o n s o l i d a t i n g

p e a c e  a n d  i n  c r e a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  the- t o t a l  eliminatiar  o f  nuc l ea r  weapons .

FblU3nia  hae always worked to  br  inq  about  the  t ransformat ion of  the  Balkans in to  a

zone of  peace,  co-operat ion and good-neighbwrl iness  f ree  f rom nuclear  and chemical

weapons  and wi thout  fore ign bases or  t roops. At the  same t ime,  i t  suppor ts  the

creation of such zones in other par te of the world.

At the Third Review Conference on the Treaty on the Prohibition of the

Qnplacement  of Nuclear Weapons and Other weapons of Maas Destructian  on the Sea-Bed

a n d  t h e  Ocean Floor  a n d  i n  t h e  Subeoil  T h e r e o f ,  Bevera &legations, including  that

Of bmania, cal led for  the  negot ia ted reduct i tm of  naval  armaments  and mil i tary

fOroee i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n . My delegation feela that more must
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b e  dona  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  total  demiLitarisation  o f  t he  s ea -bed  and  t he  ocean  floor

and that negot ia t ions  rrust be  begun to  reduce naval  forces to  the  Levels  strict ly

necessary for defence, t h a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  denuclearized  2mss  i n  v a r i o u s  maritime

regions should also be encouraged and stimlated  and that steps should be taken to

prevent  the  fur ther  dumping of  toxic  or  radioact ive  wastes  on the  ocean floor and

sea- beds .

On our view, naval forces should be included in the disarmament process1 and

ths Uni ted  Nat ions , as well as the Geneva Conference on Disarmament,  should step UP

i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h i s  fteld.

While  q iv ing pr ior i ty  a t tent ion to  the  problems of  nuclear  disarmament ,

Romania  at  the  sam t ime suppor ts  the  tak ing of  pract ica l  s teps  to  reduce

conventional armaments, t roops  and mil i tary  spending.

My country welcomes the Vienna negntia tions on the reduction of conventional

armaments and on confidence- and secur i ty-bui ld ing measures  in  &rope. Indeed, we

are  ac t i ve ly  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  i n  t hem, inspi red  by a  dee  i re  to  cont r ibute ,  wi th  o ther

par t ic ipat ing coun t r  if+s, to  the  achievement  of  d isarmament  and to the  es tabl i shment

o f  a  new uystem o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  e x c l u d e  t h e  u s e  or  t h r ea t  o f

use  o f  fo rce . Romania  hopes  tha t  the  negot ia t ions  wi l l  soon lead  bo pos i t ive

r e s u l t s , namely,  a  radical  teductian in  armaments  and mil i tary  forces  in  Europe,  of

a t  Leas t  50 pr cen t  t o  beq in  w i th ,  p r e se rv ing  a  m i l i t a ry  ba l ance  t ha t  wou ld

exc lude  any  poss ib i l i t y  o f  mi l i t a ry  aqqressicn a n d  u n d e r  s t r i c t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

control .

F o r  it-s p a r t , three  years ago,  in  1986,  Romania  carr ied out  a  uni la tera l  5  to

10 per  cent  reductian  in  i t s  armaments , armed forces and mill  tary spending, and the

resources  thus  f reed were  redi rec ted to  variw programmes of  economic and socia l

development - the cons true  tion of hous inq , a s s i s t ance  t o  l a rge  famil lee, a n d  s o

on. At present  mi l i ta ry  expendi ture  in  Romania  does  not  exceed 3  per cent of
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national income, an amount that is among the lowest in the world on a per caPit%

baa is. C u r  e x p e n d i t u r e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to b e  h e l d  a t  t h a t  level. In view of the

fac t  t h a t  mi l i t a ry  expend i tu r e  r ep re sen t s  t he  p r imary  fac tor  f u e l l i n g  t h e  a r m s

racel Romania is  In  favour  of an over-a l l  reduct ion in  the  mil i tary  Ludqets of

States ,  not  anly in  Europe  but  thraughout  the  wor ld ,  beginning wi th  a f i rs t  Cut  Of !

a t  l e a s t  5 0  per  c e n t , making i t  poss ib le  to  use the  resources thus  I’reed for  the

ecaromic  and socia l  development  of  countr  lee and to  increase  assis tmoe fro

developing coun tr lea. That  would  be  cons is tent  wi th  the  provis ions  of  the  Final

Document of the International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament

and Developnen t .

The Romanian de1 ega tion, like many other delegations, has in recent years paid

p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  to t h e  reductiar  crf mi l i t a ry

budgets,  a  ques t ion  that  has also  been included th is  year  on the  Fi rs t  Commit tee’s

agenda. We are  gra teful  to  the  delegat ions  that  have suppor ted  our view that the

a d o p t i o n  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  g o v e r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of  S t a t e s  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  to f r eeze  and

reduce mil l  ta ry  budgets  would  be a  s igni f icant  cont r ibut ion  by the  United Na tiOn9

t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  States i n  t h e i r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  t o  reduoe  m i l i t a r y

budge ta and to bring abcxr t  a world of peace and coqpera tia. We hope that the

Spirit  Of co-operation that characterises the work of the General Assembly and of

th is  Commit tee  wi l l  make i t  poss ib le  to conclude the  draf  t inq  of  a  Document  of

p r i n c i p l e s  a t  t h i s  s e s s i o n .
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Romania welcomed the General Aaeembly’e  declaration of the 19908 a8 the Third

Diearmament  Decade. Bearinq in  mind,  on the  one hand,  the  more  favourable

in ternat ional  pol i t ica l  climte,  and on the other,  the danger8 that COntinuet  at

tne end  of the  twent ie th  century , to threaten the very existence of mankind and

civi l  ioa tion  cn our planet , the goale  of the Third Diearmament Decade should g in

ou r  v i ew ,  be  a8 follaJs; reduct ion and e l iminat ion  of  nuclear  weapcns and other

weapon8  o f  ma88  destruction)  a  h a l t  t o  n u c l e a r  teat81 e l im ina t i on ,  o r  a t  l e a s t

s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n ,  o f  n u c l e a r  areenale) r e n u n c i a t i o n  of  t h e  militarization  of

o u t e r  apace,  c r e a t i o n  o f  nuclear- and chemical-weapon-free zone8 in variou8 part8

Of the  world1 and substantial  reduct ion  in  convent ional  armmenta,  forces  and

mil i tary  expendi ture . Our delegatiar  is prepared to make a ccntr ibuticn to the

Einalization  of  the  Declara t ion of the  Thi rd  Diflarmament  Decade.

We ful ly  support  the  view eXpre88ed  by several  delega tione  here  that ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t , t h e  U n i t e d  Nation8  should p lay

its ful l  and appropr ia te  ro le  in  the  f ield of diearmament ,  employinq  - and

enhancinq - i t s  m u l t i l a t e r a l  negotiatinq  mechaniem.  This w o u l d  b e  a  d i r e c t

expression  of  the  need for  greater  democracy in  in ternat ional  re la  t iona and for

ac t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on  by  a l l  S t a t e s  i n  t he  s e t t l emen t  o f  t he  p rob l em8  f ac ing

mank ind. Nuclear weapons do not make choices% cnce ueed, they  wou ld  deetroy l i f e

i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s . We  sha re  t he  v i ew  tha t ,  i n  v i ew  o f  t he  i nd iv i s i b l e  na tu r e  o f

i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y , p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  a l l  S t a t e 8  i n  dioarmement  e f f o r t 8  i8 not

merely  a  r i q h t ,  h u t  a  d u t y . As we  have  a l r eady  had  occaflion  t c  say, t h e

mu? tilateral  naqoti;  t inq process within the United Na tiona and elsewhere, far from

heinq incompatible  w i t h  b i l a t e r a l  neqottntions ,  cou ld  i n  f ac t  p l ay  a  dec i s ive  ro l e

in  the  se t t lement  of  the  complex prohlemR  of  disarmament ,  thereby expressinq  the

w i l l  a n d  collective  wladom o f  a l l  S t a t e s , which are  qreat ly  concerned to  l ive  in

peace .3nd security .
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W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n 8  Disarmament Commiaeion,  w e  eupport the U8e

Of thle Potent ia l ly  impor tant  body on the  baeie  of  the  provis ion8 of  the Final

Document  of the Tenth Special Se88 ion of the Genrsral  Aesembly ( the f irat 8peCial

8e88iOn devoted to disarmament. I t8  ro le  i n  di8CU88ing  and dra f t ing

recommendation8 on the major problem8 of disarmament ,  with the participation by al l

stn tee, ehould  be  s tepped up  in  v iew of it8 impor tant  p lace  wi th in  the

ins t i tu t ional  disarmament  f ramework of  the  United Nationa.

I have ju8 t preeented  a number of con’rnen  ta ,  on  beha l f  o f  t he  Romanian

delega  t ion, on Certain  item8 on the agenda of the FiK8t  Committee. In  80 doing I

have been prompted by the deeire  to make our contribution and to assure you,

Mr .  President, o f  o u r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i e c h a r g e  of  t h e  dutiea entrusted  to  you

at this 8e88iOn.

Mr.  ABULHN3AN  (Kuwait)  ( interpretat ion from Arabic:  1 While I will comply

with your requeet, Mr. Chairman, to epare you the burden of conqra tula tionlr to you

and to the member8  of the Bureau, I  would  l ike  to  aaaure you tha t  that  in  no  way

diminishes  my great  eeteam for  you personal ly , for the 9t8 te you 80 ably rePre8ent  I

or  for  Mr. Akashi, thb Under-Secretary-General  for  Diearmament  Affaira.

More than a year ha8 pa88ed 8 ince the conveninq  of the third swcial  Be88  ion

of the General  A88embly  devoted  to  diearmamentr  more  than a year  ha8 elapeed since

the  leadera  of  the  two euper-Powers  agreed on a  reduct ion  in s t ra tegic  nuclear

&raenah. De8Pi  te the SlckJ pace in making any marked progreee on the path of

genet al and complete disarmament, t he  gene ra l  a tmoephe re  an6 t he  ove ra l l  a88e88mWIt

of  the  posi t ions  taken by the  super-Power8 continue  to  inepire  great  hop8 for  the

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  q o a l e  t o  w h i c h  a l l  peace-loviny  p-plea aspire: the achievement

*of  digarmament  and the  use of  peaceful  means for  settling  dispute8  between Sta tes .
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The par t icular  importance of our  Commit tee  der ive8 f rom the fact  that  i t

devotes its energy and efforts  to  oreating  a  world  free from nuclear  weapone,

violence and deatructicn  and 8 tr ivea to develop constructive dialogue among all

n a t i o n 8  o n  E a r t h ,  capitalizinq  o n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  n e w  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  t h a t

8pread8 optimism  and promote8 more and more of  the required f lexibi l i ty  every day.

Hence, my Country attache8 great importance to the work of the Fir 8t C!ommi  ttee out

o f  i t s  conv i c t i on  t ha t  d i ea rmamen t  and t h e  atrengtheninq  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  eecurity

cons t i tu te  an urgent  and hi8tOriCal taak that  requires  the  maximum concer ta t ion of

efforts among States, peoples and orqaniza tiona, the  ir conecioue and effect ive

participation  in tha t  endeavour  and the  oxertinq of every possible  ef for t  to

e n c o u r a g e  a l l  n e q o t i a  tions  takinq p l a c e  i n  this f i e ld  a8 w e l l  a8 t h e  coneolida  t i o n

of the positive trend8 prevail inq in the wor Id 80 that they may become irrevereible.

Guided by that  convict ion, my Government  annotnced  a few day8  ago i t8  decieion

to  ra t i fy  the  Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of  Nuclear  Weapon8 (NPT)  aa a

cont r ibut ion  to  the cauee  of AiRarmament  world-wide and as  an express ion of  i t8

intereat i n  t h e  consolidatton  of  in ternat iona l  peace  and security  and in 8parinq

humani ty  the  r isk of nuclear  annihi la t ion .

T h e r e  ie n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  1 9 8 0 8 ,  a  d e c a d e  nw drawing  to  a Cl-e, was are of

t r ans i t i on  f rom m e r e  slogan8  tr, t h e  i n i t i a l  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p 8  cn t h e  r o a d  l e a d i n g

to disarmament. Our world Orqanization,  peace movement8 and broad sector8 of the

Well-infOrmc?d  public  h a v e  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  in thi8 r e g a r d ,  a  r o l e  t h a t  mu8t

be  encouraqed  and enhanced with a l .1  enerqy  and with  a l l  avai lable  potentiala  a0 aa

to  achieve  the  object ive8  of  nuclear  disarmament , foremost among which is the

cessation a n d  b a n n i n g  of n u c l e a r  t e s t s  u n d e r  A  b i nd ing  i n t e rna t i ona l  t r e a ty . Thee e

o b j e c t i v e s  a l s o  i n c l u d e tha t  o f  g iv ing  e f f ec t ive  g u a r a n t e e s  fo r  t h e  n o n - w e  o r

threat  of  use of  such weawns  against  non-nuclear-weapon Statea.
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Among the major objectives given hiqh priority by Kuwait ia the eetabliehment

of nuclear-weapon-f tee zones. T h i s  goal r e q u i r e 8  t h a t  a l l  Sta te8  accede  to t h e

NIT, s u b j e c t  t h e i r  n u c l e a r  f a c i l i t i e s  ta t h e  inspection  a n d  s a f e g u a r d 8  re’qime o f

the International Atomic Energy  Agency (IAEA), and renounce the option of

maniifactur inq D 8 tockpil ing and developing nuclear weapons. There  i s  no  doubt  tha t ,

i n  v i e w  o f  i t 8  g e o p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e , the  Middle  East ia one of  the  moat  impor tant

region8 from which the in terns tional community must make cure that nuclear weapon8

are baniahed.

When broaching this subject,  one cannot fail  to condemn the Ieraeli

nuclear-armmente  d r i v e  a n d  i t 8  d i r e  cons8quences  f o r  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y ,  n o t  only

with in  the  region, but  throuqhout  the  wor ld . Ierael d i d  n o t  c o n f i n e  it8elf t o

s tockpi l ing nuclear  weapon8 and refus ing tc  accede to the  NPT.t i t  w e n t  f u r t h e r ,

carrying nu t  t e s t8  o f  an  i n t e rmed ia t e - r ange  mi s s i l e  c apab l e  o f  de l i ve r ing  nuc l ea r

warheade. I t  ha8 a l ready launched one 8UCh  miesile,  which  landed 400 ki lometre8

north of the  Libyan  ci ty  of  Benghazi .
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Kuwai t  condemns th is  ac t ,  which i t  considers  a  v io la t ion  of  an  independent

Sisterly  coun t ry ’ s  sove re ign ty ,  and  i s  o f  t he  v i ew  tha t ,  f aced  wi th  Israel’3

pers is tence  in  defying in ternat ional  laws and resolut ions ,  th is  Commit tee  and a l l

m e m b e r 3  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  oOKn!Wnity a r e  required  to  t ake  a  f i r m  atand aga ins t

such i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a c t i o n 8  b y  I s r a e l  l e s t  a l l  t h e  d i l i q e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e n d e a v o u r s

and the positive trends in the sphere of disarmament and enhancement of

i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y  be  was t ed .

Furthermore, we cannot do otherwise than condemn the present nuclear

collaaora  tion between Israel and South Africa, w h i c h  w e  a t t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r

analogous  natures  and thei r  common racis t  and colonia l i s t  object ives . I  do  not

expect that any member of this dis tingu iShed Committee would need to be cau ttoned

aga ins t  t he  av id  de s igns  o f  t hose  two  racist &gimes ,  w i th  t he i r  d i sg race fu l  r e co rd

of  act3  of  terror ism,  in  timida  t ion  and technica l  piracY. However, what we should

r e i t e r a t e  h e r e  i s  t h e  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  coun t r i e s  t o  r e f r a in  f rom extending  t o  t h e m

anything that  might  hols ter  thei r  nuclear  capaci t ies  and expand the  arsenals  of

weapons they have used against  thei r  v ic t ims.

Disarmament is among the ma jOr issues of concern to the Movement of

Non-Al,igned  Coun tr ies, to which my country is  honoured to belonq. T h a t  t h i s  iS s o

was  c l ea r l y  r e f l e c t ed  i n  t he  p r i o r i t y  g iven  t o  t h i s  i s sue  i n  t he  F ina l  Dec l a r a t i on

of  the  Summit  Conference of  the  tivement,  which was  held  las t  month  in  the  capital

of Yuqoslav is. I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t , I should  l ike  to  emphas ize  the  siqniEi.cance  Of the

contents  of  that  Declara t ion concerninq  how imperat ive  i t  i s  to  have a l l  members  of

the world community participate in the disarmament neqotia tions and in the

endeavour3 to  reduce the  r isk  of  armed conflicts,  and the  var ious  forms of  the  use

0E f o r c e , so that a lasting and stable peace may come in to being.
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On the  other  hand,  we must  a l l  act ively aeek  to  cut  world mil i tary

expendi tures ,  which are  increas ing at  an alarming rate and ref lect  a  continuous

accelerat ion in  the  pace  of the  arms race, contrary to  a l l  the  goals  of  our

Orqanization and of disarmament. Iong ago, we came to recoqniae the neqative

impact of those stupendous expenditures and of the arms race on economic and 2OCial

development  effor ts . We therefore  cal l  once again for act ion to attain the goals

of  the  act ion programme aQpted by the  In ternat ional  Conference on the Relationohip

between Disarmament and Development, t o  r e d u c e  m i l i t a r y  budqeb, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o r e

o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t r i e s , and  to  u t i l i se  the  resources  so releaaed for

develment  and peacefu l  purposes . This would serve univereal  human intereete and

would con trihu te especially to aid for developing coun tr ies.

We should  a lso  renew the  ca l l  for  the  e l iminat ion of al l  chemical  and

biological weapons and for the conclusion of a convention on a oompreheneive ban on

those weapons. We are grat i f ied to see tha t  the  super-Fowera are increaeingly

inclined towards ach ieving that aim, a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  initb tive b y  t h e

President of the United States and in the immediate reciprocal reeponee to it by

t h e  Soviet  Union1  t h i s  was  r e f l e c t ed  a l so  i n  t he  Pa r i s  Con fe r ence  on  t he  iasue,

which was a major step forward.

There is no doubt that the goal of keeping space free from weapons and away

f rom arms races  in  a l l  their  forms is  another  major  object ive  in  regard to

disarmament  and the  s t rengthening of  in ternat ional  peace and secur i ty ,  and we hope

to  wi tness  more  pos i t ive  t rends  in  that di rec t ion  amongst  the  countries  having the

neces sa ry  capac i t i e s  i n  t h i s  r ega rd . Our concern about nuclear weapons of maaa

des t ruc t ion  can  in  no  way diminish  the  impor tance  of  pursuing the radical  reduct ion

of  convent ional  weapons and armed foroes on the basis  of reasonsble suff iciency for

the purpose of defence.
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Undoubtedly, we are in agreement cm the importance of the role Of infornation,

of mobilizinq  public opinion, and of educating the masses about disarmammt

issues. It is a plausible and widely held notion that the pressures of public

opinion hold considerable sway over the process of decision-making in this area.

Consesuently , efforts by the masses and by those non-governmental OrqanizatiOns

active in disarmament provide bacv Ing for the aims and objectives of our wc;ld

Organisation and act to serve the aspirations of peace-loving peoples. This is why

hwait has, in recent years, been contributing to the World Disarmament Campaign

sponsored by the United Nations. The Dni ted Nations is about to hold a pledging

conference for this Campaign , at which Kuwait will make a pledge as a contribution

to the goals of disarmament and of the enhancement of international peace and

sear i ty .

This being our attitude , thsce can be no question that we have firm faith in

the vi ta1 role of the United Nations in this field. Our faith is supported both in

word and in deed, and it rests on a conviction that strengthening the United

Nations and the role envisaged for it in its Charter is the principal means of

encouraqing  countries to desist from the arms race. What is required, therefore,

is to take practical steps to increase the effectiveness of our world

Orqanization’s activities in respect of disarmament. The United Nations must serve

as a guide for all these efforts and as the crucible in which the sporadic efforts

to save mankind from destruction should be fused into one endeavour to Secure a

fu tUre in which peace and prosperity preva il.

it. ALSHAKAK (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic) z At the outset, I

have the pleasure to congratulate the Chairman warmly on his UnanimOUS  election to

his post. I am fully convinced tnat with his experience and diplomatic skills he
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will be able to guide the work of the First Committee at this session efficiently

and bring it to a successful conclusion. Through him, f would warmly congratulate

the other members of the Bureau, and wish them every success in the work ahead.
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Our Commi ttete ‘B work  ia tak  ing  place  this year  against  a backWound of  wor ld

Optimism resul t ing  from ddtente  and from the  receding  of  confronta t ion,  war and

cold war between the two auper=Powera, *ich had for long m a r k e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

relationa. A new wind has begun to  b low in  in ternat ional  re la t ions ,  as  a resul t  of

which new and more rational thinking now prevails.

The wor Id today ie cm the threshold of a new age, which  demanda of UB sincere

e f f o r t r  t o  preeezve h u m a n  l i f e  a n d  t o  eatablieh  a eociety r u l e d  b y  lawI 80 t h a t

peace and justice may prevail throughout the world.

Over  the  past century mankind hae learned to  itrr bi t te r  coat  the  horrors  Of

two world ware, which wreaked havoc in their path. Mankind haa aleo experienced

numerous r eg iona l  conflict8 and wara, the moat eerious of which have occurred

dur ing  the  paat 50  years.

HaJever, againat the  background of tha  new positive in ternat ional

developmen te, ma*hd has tbday corn t o  a  c o m m o n ,  f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t

internatiOnal p e a c e  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  eecucity ace a  common  a n d  indivleible  issue f o r

uu a l l , I f  peace  doee  no t  ex i s t  i n  one  pa r t  o f  t he  wor ld ,  t ha t  f a c t  ia r e f l ec t ed ,

to  one  deqree  Or another ,  in  the  res t  of the  wor ld . Coneequently,  t h e  world’e

fu tute will  continue to be three tened unless  everybody works for peaceful

coexistence  and  mutual  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  peace and  ave r t  t h r ea t s

of war. That can be brought about, however, only i f relations between Sta tes are

built  upon  sound f o u n d a t i o n s ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e q u a l i t y ,  m u t u a l  respct,

n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  affaire o f  o t h e r  Statee, r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e

tndspendence  and  sove re ign ty  o f  S t a t e s , d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f

qood-neiqhbourl iness, r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  riqht t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  pr?oples

under the yoke of occupation or foreign domination ,  a n d  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  digpputas

by peaceful means.
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For tuna tely , this appronoh to  peaceful  aoexietence  ir inarewingly beinq

strengthened nowadays. Ptogrems  i s  beinq m a d e  i n  t h e  oonolurion  of  treatier t o

limit conventional.  and nuclear armamentn. Concerted effort8 employing the

reF;ourcea  of the United Nations are alro being made to rettle  many raqional

con f l i c t s . T h e  U n i t e d  Nation8 ha8 thur r e g a i n e d  itr riqhtful  r o l e  a8 a n  inlttument

for t h e  coordination  of  i n t e rna t i ona l  e f fo r t s  t o  r e so lve  world  and  reg iona l

problems, T h i s  t r e n d ,  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  of  i n t e rna t i ona l  underet8ndinq,  offsrn

t h e  U n i t e d  Nationr  a  grea ter  oppor tun i t y  t o  p l ay  ib p r o p e r  r o l e ,  i n  aocordance

with  the  rulea of  the  Char ter  governing the  peaceful  eclttlemnt  of disputea,

thereby enabling it  to put an end to hot-beds of tension  around the wor 18,

Hence, employment  of  the  mchanisme  of the  in terns  t ional  ryatem  to  reEJOlVe

regional  p r o b l e m s  beconwia  increaeinqly c r e d i b l e ,  whioh  i s  f u l l y  conleietant  w i t h  t h e

Charter . T h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of  t h e  United  Nntione ia thun r e s t o r e d  and the

i n d i s p e n s a b l e  a n d  ef fec t ive  ro l e  t ha t  i t  c an  p l ay  is thun recoqnized.

The condt  tionu that have imposed the entente have not yet,  however, been

hrouqht  t o  b e a r  o n  a l l  r e g i o n a l  iaeuea  a n d  conflicter  a  nurrber  o f  prersinq

confltcts  s t i l l  r e m a i n  pending. In  t he  condition9  of  t h e  p r e e e n t  policy  Of

entente,  w e  c a n n o t  cnndone t h e  f a c t  t h a t  rhile oonflicte  i n  L a t i n  America, A f r i c a

and &is a r e  heinq renolved,  o  the t  urqent  problem8  of  importance wi th  reqard to

in ternationfil  pclce  and recur ity, Ruth aa thoee  of  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  t h e  M i d d l e  &at,

continue unresolved.

The  wor ld  PC)litical  c l imate  has  indeed improved,  bu t  no t  yet  sufficiently.  We

commend the I? f forts made by the United Sta tea and the Soviet Union to reduce

tc?nsinn  around the world. W e  alao Welcome  t h e  understandtnq,  Aialloque  nnd  f r u i t f u l

codperattion  developing be tween the  two super-Powers  in  order  to  resolve  many

r aqional mnf  1 icta. Neve r the l eaa ,  L t  i s  neces sa ry  to ntrenqthen  and  expand  t ha t

il i ol.oque  to embrace all con Eli ct.s, WR look forward w i t h  ~,UtimislTI  tc> t h e  exm?CtF!d
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summit  between Prerident  Gorbachev and President Burh early next summer. There can

be no doubt  tha t  given the  new in ternat ional  underntandinq  and ddtente  we see

apprcachinq a  new era in  in ternat ional  re la t iona , marked by co-pen t ion instead of

ccnfrontation,  an  era  characterbed b y  the  dispelling  o f  doubta  a b o u t  t h e

at renqtheninq of  oonf idenoe-bui ld ing meaeur&81 which ha6 had .a very pcnuitive  impact

on many relevant isauer concerning the  1imitatiorl o f  the  i4uper-Pmer8’  armaments ,

and endeavour8  to  halt the arm race b prevent,  the  prol i fera t ion of  nuclear

weapons.

bat  year  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d   concluded  a  t r e a t y  

e l im ina t e  a l l  t he i r  i n t e rmed ia t e -  and  sho r t - r ange  mineilee. We commend 

content r  of aglreement between the  Uniied  State8  and the  Soviet  a8 re t

forth rtaternsnt of 23 September 1989 We hope that the

two  ruper-Powerr  wil l  conclude more treat ies  l imi t ing  nuclear  and etrateqic weapon8

and that they will reach agreement to reduce their offensive strategic weapona 

to araenala wespans.

Likewise ,  we welcome the result8 achieved the Par ie Conference  thie

aim8 a t  achfevinq complete  b a n  o n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  uee of  chemfcel

weapons. We allso welcome, af  course, the  neqot ia  t ions  be tween the  Nor th  At lant ic

Treaty Organization  and Warsaw Pact countriee, in the framework of the Conference

on Security and Cooperation  in  Urope, t o  r e d u c e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  weapon8

and forces in GuroPe. We hope  tha t  they wi l l  achieve an in i t ia l  agreement  dur ing

the coming year. We also hope that  agreement  wi l l  be reached 011 beginning

neqotia t ions to reduce the number of nuclear mie8ile8, becauee thoee weapon8 have

an unpar allel  ed lethal and dea tr uct ive capaci  ty ,

It  need not be atreeaed that.  the cereation  of nuclear-weapon8 programmes and

the militarizaticn  o f  o u t e r   w i l l  r e l e a s e  eufficient  fund8 t o  f i n a n c e  economic
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development projects, to meet auoceaa ive economic or irea and to support  l tudier on

the preservation of thr environment and avert potrntial  throat8 to the very

eurvival  o f  o u r  p l a n e t .
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Wa how that in ternat ional  efforta to  conclude  a convent ion  on  a  comple te  and

verif iable  ban cn nuclear test ing world  wi&, wi l l  continue  and lead to  an

inteqrated  programme of comprehensive and qeneral diearmamnt  in the 1990er  to be

carr i ed  o u t  u n d e r  effeotive  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  aantrol  w i t h  t h e  pbrticipatian  o f  t he

United Nntionr,  to craate a denuclearised  wotld free from weapons of mass

dertruction. Stockpi ler  of  such weapona could  des t roy the  ent i re  world twice

over. If there were to be a nuclear war, it would mean the end of civilisation  and

the annihilation of mankind,

The mnmpte of  in te rdependence  are f inal ly  heqinning to  bear  fruit  and have

b e c o m e  a c c e p t e d  factr o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  l i f e . There is thun a need to reaffirm here

the  clcee l ink  that  exist8 between disarmament  and development.  From the  economic

etandpoint, we can no longer  condone the  expendi ture  of  vast aume  on  arms build%pe

and rtookpil  inq, to the aor ious de tr imen  t of international economic 1 ifs and the

w e l l - b e i n g  of  a l l  peopler. %day t h e r e  is a  clear l i n k  b e t w e e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

security and the deter iorat ion of economies  the  world  over . Therefore ,  we munt

alorely  l ink peace  and nat ional  secur i ty ,  on  the  one hand,  and wor ld  economic

development,  on the other.

A t  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  c e n t u r y  i t  i n  i n t o l e r a b l e  t h a t  w e  l i v e  fn

a  world  in  which  enormous  tiums are  Bpent on  the  product ion of  weapons  of  masR

des t ruc t ion ,  BUKUJ  far larger than what  i s  needed to  solve  the  problemn of

under development, poverty , i l l i t e r a c y  a n d  diaeese c o m b i n e d .  T h e  etruqqla f o r

armament8 reduct ion is  therefore  the  prerogat ive  of al l  mankind,  not  just the  two

ruper-Power8 or the two rival  campa. Consequently co-operation and ditente  have

come to  be  vi ta l  requi rementa  of the  aqe ,  and the  pr inc ip le  of  in terdependence  has

accordingly become uncon trovers ial and irrefutable.

The  regional  arme.cace  in  the Middle  Eas t  - both  t radi t ional  and nuclear  - has

aasumsd a l a rming  proport.ione. No t  on ly  does  I s r ae l  poaeess a  hoat of
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sophisticated  d e s t r u c t i v e  weapons, h u t  i t  ia v i r t u a l l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  has a

p o w e r f u l  nucLear  r e a c t o r  a t  ita Dimona  efi0tiity. I t  aluo posnessen  l o c a l l y

produced nuclear weepona and warheadn  that can be carried by sophie ticated

lonq-ranqe  miesilerr. llurinq  IRrael’fl  telstinq  of!  Ruth w e a p o n s ,  o n e  miasi1.e f e l l

into the Mndi  terr anean near the town of Denqhazi  in thus  Libyan Arab JamahiriYae  a

fraternal  Arab country. Thsere  f ac t s  conati  tu te  I wa rn inq  t ha t  Tnrael’~

sophie  tica ted long-range mlraeiles  could indeed strike Arab capitala and that they

are a throat to the Arab people@, bince,  q i v e n  it.R  aim of o c c u p a t i o n  a n d  expansion,

they could he used by Ierael to impoee ite terms an fai tr acoompli~~ T h e  fact t h a t

I s rae l  poeeeesee  n u c l e a r  a n d  o t h e r  w e a p o n s  of maaa defitruction  iei n o t  o n l y  4 t h r ea t

to peace in the Middle East, h u t  a threat t o  t h e  e n t i r e  world.

The Arab Statea, includinq  my own country, hnve supw,rted the cal l  for the

creat ion of  a nuclear-weapon-free  aone in  the  region ot! the  Middle  Ear t  purnuant  to

re levant  United  Nation8  reoolu t ione , includinq  Cknaral  &enn3,ly  ranolution  43/65.

In accordance with thore regolu tionn, the Arab Sttat@e have undertaken to comply

with  the  Treaty  on the Non-Prol i ferat ion of  Nuclear  Weapcna. W i t h  respect t o

nuc l ea r  reactors, nil c o u n t r i e n  t h a t  have Ruth fircili tie8 rrhculd subject them to

Internatianel Atomic Energy Rqency  (IAEA) raeequardn  and monitor inq. B u t  IBraeL,

on  t he  con t r a ry ,  hall no t  an ly  r e fu sed  t o  accede  t o  the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  Truttyr  i‘t

hae alno tefueed  t o  s u b m i t  i t s  n u c l e a r  facilitiasl to IAEA sa feguards  and

inspect ion , notwithstandinq  r e l e v a n t  tlnited  Nntionr  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n

that  Israel  has  gone fur ther  and aet  up P p lant  to  procetae nuclear  waete from

Dimone  and ha8 plane to bury such Tlyl  ter ial in occupied aou ther n Lebanon. Ierael’a

capabi l i ty  of  producing nuclear  weapona  threaten8 not  only  the  Arab State8  but

alt30, as I have Raid, the  very exis tence of  human l i fe  and civilization. IaraeL in

aoekinq,  b y  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  aqqroeaton, to  undermine  the  Rtability  of the Arab

war Id.
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Ierael  1 ivea by the  law of the  jungle ,  not  in  tetna tional law* It had no

eCCUF~w,  in  June  1981, in  attackinq the  Iraqi  nuclear reactor near Baghdad,  which

h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  fo r  peace fu l  putpasea. NON did i t  h a v e  a n y  scruples i n  carrying out

COCXXMIaie8arM  and sepianags misaionll  i n  Arab  airepace f r o m  t h e  Qllf t o  t h e

Atlantic Ocean. Lant y e a r  I e r a e l  lavrched  t h e  IC)RIZON 1 EICI telli  +X 8 dHiqned  tc

further  ita  Plan8  o f  axpenrion  a n d  deterrsnce. I t  l a  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r e t a n d  t h a t

certrrin  i n f l u e n t i a l  g r e a t  Fowece cmdcne  s u c h  Teraeli  a c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  a c e  adverse  t o

Peace, and even provide  Iatael  wi th  what  i t  noada  to  produce  uranium,  p lu tonium and

other material, nuclear equipment and reactorn. We conaider  i t  eamential  t h a t  t h e

internationrl  community  cal l  upon Israel  to accede to  the  non-prol i fera t ion  Treaty

and explicitly undertake not to une, produce or stickpile  such weapons or devicer .

The  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a6mmunity must aall u p o n  I s r a e l  to s u b j e c t  i&~ n u c l e a r  f a c i l i t i e s

t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  ie a l l  t h e  m o r e  eerioun  because  o f  t he  clc#ls cooperation  t h a t

rxistr between the twin countries Ierael and apartheid South Africa in both the

milibry  and  t h e  nuc l ea r  ftelde. The  apa r the id  Sou th  Af r i can  rs’gime, l i ke  I s r ae l ,

ta meeking  t o  impaee a  r e g i o n a l  f a i t  ~accmpli  t o  p u r s u e  ite ambi tione a n d  designa,

a n d  i s  implementinq  a  po l i cy  o f  de t e r r ence ,  t e r ro r , tntimida  tion  and increAaed

aqqree~ion  aqainat naiqhbourinq  Statat?.
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We condemn the continuing co-operation between the ruthoritiee in Tel Aviv and

Pretoria. We al80 feel  that  international  effort8 to halt  that  co-peration  should

be inoreared  80 a8 to compel the apartheid rdgime to rtop playing with fire in

southern  Africa.

Aa regard8 the Indian Ocean ,  my country’s Government aupporta the Declaration

of the Indian Ocean ar a Zcne  of Peace,  adopted in 1971. we hope that the General

lbeembly will ret a date for the holding of a conference on the Indian Ooean  in the

fu tuce, with a view to ach\eving  the objective6 of the l&Clara tion. For tuna tely I

international life haa in recent yearn been characterized by change8 resulting from

in terna tional dbten te and under8 tanding, and the new rationality that prevails.

‘Phi8 oould be the prelude to a new international system that rtrengthens collective

aecur ity , interdependence and mu1 tila ter al co-opera tion.

Given there poritive por tenta, the United Nation8  should develop a mechaniem

to bring abort the peace yearned for all peoplee,  80 that our8 can be a World free

from injue  tice, tyranny and terror and 80 that the principle8  of frePrdom  for all

people8 and security, justice and traquillity for all mankind can be etrengthened.

The meeting tome at 11.35 a.m.


