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Cl imat ic  ef fec t s  o f  nuc lear  war ,  includinq nuc:car  w i n t e r

The General Assembly,

Recallinq  that in the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General  ARsembly,  i ts  f irst  special  session devoted to disarmament,  af ter  referr ing
specifically to “the threat to the very survival of  mankind” posed by the existence
of nuclear weapons,  i t  declared,  in paraqraph 18, that removing the threat  of a
world war - a nuclear war - is tt.e most acute and urgent. task of the prewent day,

Notinq that the conclusions of some of the studien compiled by the
Secretary-General, in conformity with resolution 39/148 F of 17 December 1984,
confirm that nuclear winter and other cl imatic effectR of nuclear war pose an
unprecedented peri l  to all  nntione, even thone far removed from the nucl.oar
explosions, which would odd immeasurably  to the previously known danger8 of nuclear
war,  without excluding the poeeibillty  of all  the E5rth being transformed into a
darkened, frozen planet, where conditions would be conducive to matin  extinction,

Recalling that by its resolution 40/152 G of 16 December 1985, the General
A5sembly  recognized the necessity of 5ystematic  research on the subject,  and
requested the Secretary-General  to cnrry out  a  study on the climatic and potential
phys ica l  e f fec ts  of  nuc!.ear  war ,  i n c l u d i n g  nuc lea r  win te r ,  and  to  t r ansmi t  ouch
study to the General Assembly for consideration at it8 forty-necond  flennion,
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1. Reiterates to the Secretary-General  i’.e appreciation for the compilation
of excerpt.8 on the climatic effects of nuclear  war, includinq  nucle?:  win te r ,  which
he has prepared in accorllance  with the request  made in i ts  resolution 39/148  I?#

2. Regrets  the fact that, due to the current financial Crisis of the United
Nations, the Secretary-General had to defer to 1987 the meetinq of the Group of
Coneultant Experts to Carry Out a Study on the Climatic and Potential  Phveical
Effects of Nuclear War, includiiaq  Nuclear Winter, requested  b y  reaolut.ion  40/152 cl

3. Once aqain  requests the Secretary-General ,  wi th  the  ass i s tance  of  a  yroup
of consultant experts chosen by him, bearinq in mind the advisability  of wide
geographical representation and of their  qualifications in a broad range of
s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d s , to carry out  a  study on the climatic and potential  physical
e f fec t s  of  nuc lear  war ,  inc lud ing  nuc lear  win te r ,  which  wi l l  examire,  in te r  ale,
ite Rccio-economic  consequences. TI.As  etudy would take into account the
Secretary-General’s compilation and the source documents from which it wa6
prepared, together with any other scientific studies which may be relevant,

4 . Also requests_ the Se-retary-General  to transmit such study to the General
Assembly in due t ime for consideration at  its forty-third session, in 19SSj

5. Lecides  to  inc lude  in  the  p rov is iona l  a g e n d a  of  i t s  fo r ty- th i rd  sess ion
tl e  i t em en t i t l ed : “Clim0::ic  e f fec t s  o f  nuc lear  war , including nuclear winter 8
r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Secretar)  .,t?nera:“.


