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The CHAIRMAN called the first public meeting in Falestine to
order at 4.20 p.u. | '
Réceptlon of factual information relating to
conditions in Yalestine from the represgrtatives
oi the Jewish Agency for Palestine. L

The CHAIRMAN invited Mr, M. SHERTOK and Mr. D. HOROWITZ,

representatives of the JewiSh Agency to take seats'at the table

and submit observaticns on the Survey of Peles tlnc and other

'publicaﬁionsr'eceived by the Comm;ttee ﬂrom‘the_GQvernment of

Palestine. ” _ , o ‘ : _ .
Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency) declared he would ma ke a fectual. -
introduction to the Subject under,inquiryfrom-thcrsuandpoint Of o

the Jewish Agency.
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After a few words of welcome ﬁo the Committee, Mr,SHERTOK
opened nis statement with = brief reference to the'map of questﬂe‘
stressing the éoﬁsiderable veriety of géography and dlimate. He
 pointed out that Palestine had never been so small a‘country as
it was today. Before the first World War, Palestiné extended on :
both sides of the Jordan, and a little to the north of its
present northern ﬁoundary in t he east and the west. Moreover, the
gestern eﬁd'greater part of Pclesﬁiné had been det ched, and w~s
Was now a separate country, the Arab klngdom of Tra7s -Jorden.

Mr. SHERTOK next Jdescribed the five distinct gcowraphlcel
zones of Pclestlnu, 51v1nf for each zone the numbur of Jew1sh

2
agrlcultural scttlcments. Hb said that the Nebéb wihiich coﬁpfised

forty per cent, oJ tar country s ﬂrezi was Logjy mostly Arab
populatéd and arablc, The northgrn‘sectlon of the Negeb
contained good soil which could be turned into an area of very
extensive agricultﬁral development. In this zone there Were only
~ seventeen Jewish settlements, mostly esteblished W1th1n the last
couple of years., ? |

- Officially, however, the country had a different system
of zones, namely, by reference to whether and to what extent
Jews were free or not free to acquire land, In.63 percent of
the country's area‘the Jews were completely.prdhibited from
buying land.In32 percent every transactlon betwecn wa and non~
Juw rbqulrcd the speciel pprm1851on of the Government, In only
5 percent of Falestine were the JeWS free to buy land.

The prohibition was in inverse ra tilo -to Jewish 1andhold1ngs.‘
i Where they hcu bought a la17¢ propnrtlcn of thc land they could
buy the‘remainder; whern‘thby had bought‘veryullttle they were |
' completely prdhibited from buyinw enything.
Mr. SHLRTOK strcssed that wa1sh sgrlcultural éettlements

| lmd not resulted in thc cregtion of a class of landless.ArabS¢
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where lend had been purchased from absentee landlords, Arab
tenants, when they had to be fcmoﬁed, were in cvery cese resettled
elsewhere, Not & single Areb village hed disappeafed fromrthé |
map of Prlestine, If. was not easy to find an instance in the
history »f colonization where = largescale settlement écheme had
been condueted witi so much respect for the interests' of the
existing populaticn,
Prlestine owed its existencey es-a distinet country.ﬁo the

feet thst it was tihe birth-place of tbe Jewish people and because,
in Palustine, the Jewish people had been able to make their
contribution t» the culturel and spiritual treasury of mankind.

In cvery century and in every generation the Jews had
attempted to roturn te Falestine. Despite expulsions and prohibi-
tions the Jews had striven very hard te meintain their hold of
Prlestine, The present phasg of Jewishxssettlement in Palestine,
which hr¢ besun in 1881, was but a link in the chain of Jewish
sttempts to return, The Jews, driven by suffering‘and peril to
seck refupge elséwhere, hai been Jdrawn to Pelestine, becruse this
was the only ountry wherce they could hope to rebuild theilr lives
on sugure fﬂﬁhdatians #nd hecome a‘netion'again. _ ,/‘

. ‘ . S ‘
Mr, SHuLETOK then described the successive waves of 1m3}gra~

tinn which brought Jews to Palestine after the 1870's.

As a result of the first World War,‘faIGStine’had'changed
hends., The pritish Govermment issued the Balfour Decleretion,,and-'”fg?
the lMondete hal been epproved on that>basis. | |

Jewisa immigration now became the dominant feature of‘the
country's life and the prime aient of its progress. very'lafge‘
nunbor of Jews ceme to Palestine end this largs inmigrqtiqn[ far
from carrying any‘économic dislocétion‘had ceused a2 marked

j (o] : - non 7 4 ‘lﬁw
shortrge of l@bﬁur, due to the dcmond for foodl ~nd g rrvices thet

the immigrants mede.
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In 1939, with the issue of the White Peper, British policy
had turned a compltte somersault Jewish immigration had been
severely limited end many'tens of thousends of Jews who might
otherwise have beensaved by tsceplnr to Pelestlne 1n time had been
trapped in uuropt and doomed. In a dlfferentsﬁttlng the same story
now went on. Only 1500 were permitted to enter Palestlnc per month
.but meny more were trying toescape from the D.P. caMps in Europea

The process of Jewish 1mm1grat10n teaken as a whole had becn

a mass return numtrlcallykaa well, as 1eographlcally. Flfty two

memmm Y L A RS PERRNNE F A

}

h

countrles claimed immigrants as comlng from them,

One.notable feeture of Jewish 1?wlpratlon in tho last decade
had been the bringing over of chlliykn and ﬂdolesccnts who received
/educatlon eni‘trrlnlng in egricultural s ettltments or in spe01el
 institutions. The Jewish fgency ld brought over nea rly 18,000

children.-

As a national movemeht,“the Jewish Agency wee agalnst JeWS‘

- assimilating with the netions of the world and losing their
distinet identity. In Palestine, however, the Jewish Agency welcomed

the process of essimilation, because the Jews were assimilating

 among themselves and emerging as e pedple re—united.and‘reblilt.

- Of the 640,000 Jews living in Palestine today, 230, OOO were

Palcstlnldn born, mostly the children of 1mmlgrﬂnts.

The Jews now in Palestlne did not’regardtthemselves as a steble
and statiunery population but rather as a vanguerd prepariﬁg the
ground for the absorption df more to eone; j

‘EconomiCelly and 5001°lly Speakln; the Jews in. Pcltetlne were
‘a’new 5001ety Wthh was being built up by a process of 1mm1grdtlon

_and settlement They took away no llvellhooa from nthero they

'crc vted thclr own. \Prlestlnc had absorbod a con51derablc number of

newcomers beceusc they brought with them thelr means of llvellhood

‘thelr ca01tal 1n1t19t1ve, prOuuctlve capa01ty, a ccrtaln emount

fuf quPLqul*tj
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of adaptsbility and ingenuity, and sbove #ll, a determination to-
make ghnl onl to discover letent possibilitics of pfojucticn by
which they couli live, |

Kr, SHERTOK ecmphasized tht it was the deliberate aim of the
Jews in’ Pulestine to create their own economy in order tobe able

tn Mive an indcpendent Jewish 1life, indepenlent int he real sense

of  the term, | | |

One «f the nutstending fectures of Jewish colonizetion wast
the torritorizl compectness >f Jewish s ettlements; This was tobe
obscrve.d net only in villeges but in the urban zones as well, There
was rzom in Pelestine for many more Jewishsettlements, both in
the woncs ¢lreay calonized by Jews and inthe parts of Pélestine
which were tolday uniformly Arab, | | |

" belicve™, said Mr. SHE”TOh “that we cennot make good

by uniting as indiviiuels with the mess of the Arab populetion in
~the ceonnmic ana territorial sense, es wo do, perforce in 2ll
cther countries, with the populatinsn af those gnuntriés._Such a
process, if ~ppliecd in Palestine, wruld hove iefeated our puppose.;f
It is our purpnse to build up a self-contained netionel system |
sting =«n its own foundstions, It is the only way in which we
com hone to settle in lerge numbers and to feel economlcally
secure and netionzlly indepondent,! « |
Pioneering on the land, reclaiming the land from age=0ld
neglect an: huilding up 2 new society from the very fﬂundgtlﬂns 
24 bucowe the lidghest idenl of the Jewish youth, Today only
nlnbttbﬂ ps reent of Jews sctuslly lived on the land -- the,same  f ;wi
percanthgc £s in the United States of america, Jewish immigrétigé'p'
had been a trensition of town-bred people to rurel life end egri-
culture, In the Jewish secondary schools tle re¢ are oOClLtIES nf

youth whose cmbition was not to go to universities but to pidneer

in ﬂgrlculture. Every dunum of lend possessed by Jews in- Prlestlne

\\ (:;v" r d h"q to be
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had had to be bought and reclaimed at their own expense .
They héd recéived ﬁo help in that‘regard from thg lkandatory.
.mVun in regard to Efgff;gggaln in gpipe of the very express
prov131on of the Mandate to place spitap%e}land at.the dis-
pdsal of the/Jews, they had obﬁaihed practipally_npthing.

Ihey had received soile area 8 of land, though entirely un-

cultivable, merely fo; ind1v1dual aga,hou51ng purposes,
‘but nothing for agriculture,

‘;Today the Jer posSessed just‘over 6 percent of the
land aréa of Paléstine. 'About L0 to L5 percent of this
Vias natlondlly owned land of the dew1sh National ['und,
controllcd by the Alonlst Organiza tlon. The rést’was
prlvbtely owned or held as concesglons. |

Mr, DHLKTUR expreus ed thu wish that the muubers of
thc Committee, during thelr'v181t, should look not merely
at wh&t the JeWs‘had achieved in thﬁ egricultural field but

also to gauge the wide ndrgln of unduveloped potentlalltles.

The Jlebh Agency, in 1ts colonlzatlon program, hmd
foliowed Ir0m Lhc/ ocial as. alctlnct from the re,mculturul
‘standpoint two main prlnc1ple - selffgovernment of the
settlers from the beglnALng, and scelf- dutcrnlugtlon of the
settleru in ltbcrd to the partlcular ?OClml form which they
chose ior their collectlve work und 11V1Lg | Thus the
burucq of responsi blllty wWas thrown completely on the
settlers:themselves.

Mf bHLnTOR thentuualt at soméilengﬁh with the results
Obtulnbd by the cooperatlon gnd mutual help betwenn the
Jewish agrlcultural seLtlers anu with Lhc qo—call i 1onlst
system of colonl atlon.

#ir. SHERTOK naxt turned to the pLace Whlch Jlesh
1nduaLr} occuples in tku economlc llfb qf Fa lestlng. Eighty

bercent of the industry of Ielestlne which was‘entirely‘

/new, was in
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“néw,'was in Jewish hénds. The transition frOm'war-time to
peace~time ecbﬂdmy.had been akfairly smoéth one and'the
Jewish 1ndustr1al structure had shown qutu a remarkable
degreu of sta 0111ty and r651llcnce in its leadaptatlon to

new Conultlons. . o

Industrial development had Been the backbone of the

Jewlsh urban development. Urbgh developnient had also been

expressed in municipal sélf?go&ernmenﬁ » There were in
ralestine. Lhrue Lypes of munlclpalltles -~ tne pur ely Arab

municipalities, the mlxeu munlClpmlltle,'&nu the purely

- Jewish munL01pd11tlcs. The dliicrence beLchn the three

could be seen 1n the level of thc se rv1ces erformed in the

taxes raised and 1n the aevrec 01 democr"rlc self-government.

In Lhu pure 1y J w1sh munlcl}eiltles wonlgn had thu vote, and
the rate- paylng qUMllilCatlon for eluctlng und bblng elected
was falrly low. ‘In the mixed it was higher. If the arab
municipelities it was.stiil highér. | |

}ne Jewish labour Hovenent glayue & very distinct role

o s o NI 5 g scxie

in Eﬁc sphere of zfrlcuiture ult 1naustry. Lhe maln Joewish

ut had Laken over a large

lakdur organlzatlon the hlstcdr

Wnumbpr of 1naustrlbs.' llbre“WQ also a gr aL de l of co- .~
operative‘aCtivity(%ithin‘the frame of the labour faderatibn
and outside it. . o T
All this activity called.for a certain emount‘df orgaﬁ-.
izatibn. The orbmnlzanlon of Jew1sh people in ralbsblnel

?

o perated on Lwo Wevels -- the organlzatlon of kalestlnu Jews;‘; 
; h ‘

‘and’ Lhu va1sn HgLnCY Organlaatlon. o

Fd
&

The former - thg Pdlbstlne Jaw1sh Conmunlty - Was re-

‘cognised as a corporate body: they had their'guneral

‘elections based oh universal suffrege, and they -had their
e,

;~§*f B /The latter

o Digitizeghy

" central authority.
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The latter -~ the Jewigg;Agency OrganiZation - spoke for
Jews throughout the,wnfld iﬁtereéted in the bﬁil&ing up of
Palestine as a Jew1sh Natlonal Home./ Thére Wacho-brdinationv
and d1v1sxon of 1unct10ns butwben Lhe Agpncy and the Vaad | r

Lewni.  The ucpartmunts of the Vaad 1eumJ. catered for the

R i . ;
A

needs oi the existing populatlon, those of the Jewish Agency
looked after the neuds of pzople who came to lalesnlne and the -
acvelopmcnt of new pOtbntlﬂlS. Durlng thu war, thu Jewish
Agency and the Vaad LLuml had 301ntlV orvanlsed the war L;fort
of the Jewish coumunlty, as a result of Wthh 33 000 men and
women , of whom 26,0UU were army, navy, air forge respondea to
the call for armed scrvice. fa lestinian Jews had fought inv v

the war as & distinct untlty,‘lct¢r rucognlzea 1n the JLWlSh

. Y
E

brigade Lorps which- nad Lougbt in Italy.
Mr. mehTOh coneluged h1u statemtnt by mehqs131ng that

'thu Juewish COMmunlty was a nation in the iuklng. ihcre was

a national cconomy already in bXISthCe.' A’gréat deal of the

prpscnt “PlblS arose from the fact that thuré ﬁas a ulscrepancy

or ¢ conflict butween the_actual p081t10n of the Jewish people

end the Jewish economy in-raimstine‘ thé statﬁs’Which today

it enjoyed, and thc 1nstruugnts ol coliuctlve actlon which it

lacked and the op}ortunltles of bconomlc and polltlcal self-

defence which it had not gOu.

" kembers of the Coumittee then sought infonnatioh Tronm
Wr, SHERTOK on points arising frdm.his‘statemeng,‘ The‘questions
and answers duringﬂthis part of the ﬁeeting are‘reproduced for ..
the most,part’;g_éXtenso,‘aS‘EOllows:Q.‘ : | |
CHAI&M&N:  You_hentioned the. numbeﬁ!éfijewiSh ihhébiﬁants

" here as‘b&ing 640,000, o | |
Mr. SHuaTOK: /Yeé;
CHAIRMAN: 'It would be interestihﬁ t§ compare that flguféxi

.ﬂlth your entl wete of thc totﬁl yOFuthﬂnnoy R w‘fg
‘ : T ‘/Mr.'SHERTOR;[‘
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Nr. SHERTOK: The total popu%ﬁ%ion i1s Jjust over
1,900,000.

CHAIRMAN: Dobes that include alsgwﬂhe nomads?
br. SHuRTOK: I belivve so. ffﬁ

CHaLubaN: Does the term Nﬂgég refer to a well-defined
territory, or is it only a vague tgrm1nology applied to a
lend in w certain direction? | B

hr. SHuRTOK: Iyappreciate the point. To avoid any
vaguéness,.wc now, in refe}ring to the Negeb, mean to cbver
the becrsheba Sub-Listrict., We takeﬂihe'Negeb as being

_ S ‘
prac&écally identical with the Begy%heba Sub—Distfict,'which
is a quite definite unit or area. Tt is an area of zbout
12 million dunums. |

CHaltwsli:  Ls that the exact use of the term, or is
S tiiere snother use of'it? o .

Mr, SHuoRTOK: Well, you always take care; when soﬁebodyv
else uses the term, to put to him the questién which you have
just put to me. In our literature - if_I may‘use that term -
that ig the 51gnlilcance of the term "Negéb“, N |

CHa IRbiaN: mlght I also ask you xbout the percentage of
Jews scettled on the land in the rural districts? | |

lr, SHLRTOR: I said nineﬁegn percent in the rural aréas;bfi

CiialitialN: You said the vgyén had the right to vote in;3'?
Jewish communities. o | |

br. SEwRTOR In the Jewish municipelities and local

councils.,

CHaIRwusN: How is it with  the loslems?
Tr. SHeilTOK: The women have no'right. I believe the only
loslem women ‘who vote in Palestine are the members of the'fewi i

Ar&b'families who happen to be lncluuua in ‘the . area of Tel HVlV‘
' o n_;/.

CHAIRMAN: Do you make a dlsblnctlon bgtwgbn the ;ctu l,»ﬁf;
use of the vote .and the right to vote? 1 ‘
. N /r . SHERTOK'

e

a
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Mr. SHERTOK: What I am referring to is the right to
vote,’not the actual use of the vote. They have no right to
voté. ‘Surfrage in’the purely Arab‘and Moslem areas is res-
tribtqd to'maleé. May I point out that in Haifa and
Jeru%élem‘Jewish women - not- only Aréb but 2lso Jewish
wOmeﬁ - hqv; no - 1ght to vote in mun1c¢pal elections. In
Tc,l\/\w.v they have. -

CHRIR&N: . Does any mumber of the Committee wish to ask
& queétion on the statement? I intend to proceed later
about the subject matter. ‘ » | S

Lir. BLOM (Netherlands)'b Ilam not-quite surcgﬁuether
this question is within thc scope of the otatement at this
stage. What I would :7ée to ask is how does thb cooperetlon
of the Falestine Admi‘istration with the Jewiggﬂngency work
in practice? How is bhis coopération organizea iﬁ practice?

'I&ﬂ SHERTOK: I am afraid I aﬁ in a bit of difficulty
in ansiering this question because the present position
is not normal. I could rbibr to the 'period bcfore 1939.

In the period before 1939 thpra was e fairly Lruquent

contact betweun the Jewish agency ond the falestine Government-

both the central organs; that is to say, the High Commi%sion-

er and the Secretariét its Departmcnts of rubllc Health,
‘Fublic WOfks, lmmiglutlon etc.,  the Pollce, and the
District ndministration. More often perhaps, in dther
quLStlons, it wag the Jewish- Agency who took: Lhu lnltlatlve
in upproachlng the Govornmunt anu maklng reprLSentatlons in
writing or orclly, drﬂw1ng uLt(,n.tlon to certgln mntters, aok

~for ruiress of certaln‘brlchnces maklng proposals, or

ing

CrlthlZln& propOQals of tnb Government. But fairly often. the

Juw1sh AJEHCY would be cqilec in by the GOVcrnment for adv1c

on somathlng or 1n orabr Lo an exPrc551on of thu Govcrnment

H4a Wi

TViews on the Jewish ngency S pollcy and what was happenlng
' N ' /in the Jew1sh

x
~
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in the Jewish community. There has been particularly
close COOP&TQthH betwecn us and thb Government in the
field of publl&/securlty. Whun the Govurnment would gppOLnt
comnittees con51st1ng of or 1nclua1ng reprbscnt thLa of the
public thcy would invariably conqult us before they appointed
the Jewish mumnbrs of th commlttees.
In 1mmigratiqn there was close co@peﬁation? not merely
by our giving ouf views on thehvarious‘i;;igrationflaws and
bgUlothHS, but alSo4by our teking over from the Government
the olstrlbutlon of a la arge number ofvimmigrapiop permits -
all the permits that. went to the so-cailed labour category.
Today the position as cémpared with that , %sﬂabnormal
because the COTHQTSLOHE of’ thu coupur tién‘betzeéq,us‘and
‘tne Governmenu has bLun knockeu cut py ﬁhe»White Paper
policy. We hold that by the White 'éper Qf 1939 the Govern-
ment has'vibiéted the Man&ate,.andhafter ¢ll it is the
Méndate the et 1is bhu ba51s of COOpeTathH. he hold that riot
‘only is the B ndate lnopcratlve today 1n 1ts main prov131un,‘
but also that the pollcy Wthh is actually bclng enforccd
is in dlrect oppos¢tlon to thu tprmb oL the Manaate. It does .
nut pr event contact butwucn us dﬂd th Government, but. I |
woulu‘descrlbe it as more haphazard less‘systematic than‘it
fﬁéed to be, And i mhst say it is unfortunate, but. fa@ﬁ,
u1ut1"cl tlons are extremely strglned. |
‘Mr. BLOM (Netherldnas)“ 1 h&ve one more Quéstlcn on theif;
‘s;mu llne. It is o legal quStlun...WhO 1s‘con51ﬁered by the;f ”

Jew1sn Agcncy'as leguily a J9w° Is it religion, or race, or’

0

,tht is thc criterion? - For 1n5tende, is the non-Jewish wife
of a ch a waé‘s, or is ohe not?
Mr. bHuHTOK | I woulu bay tuchnlually nd in tvfdu of

ulqulnu leglsLatlon the Jlesh rullblon 1Q usoantlal.

1 R

What 1s'eab ent al is Lhat a p on shnuld not RO over to other ;

. rel;g;ons.” He need ﬁot nucussarlly be actlvely an ancrvant

““T ;“/Jew. he is
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Jew. He is still considered a Jew, but if he Dbeccmes
comverted to another religion he can no longer cloim to

be considered as a Jew,. The religioug test 1is decisive,

Mr. BLOM (Nwtherlends):: What about the noh-JeWish
wife of a Jew?

_ LT . SHERTOK{ A non-Jewish wife, unless she beoomes a
‘Jewess 4’and there is a certain formula for her to go
throudh in thet case - is considered a non-Jewess.

Slr Abdur RAHMAN (Indla) . It is not a question of a

woman, How can a non-Jew become a Jew 7

Mr. SHERTOK : In the case of 2 man there is a certain
rlte, which is usually performed soon aftor hls birth, which
is essentlal But I should like to p01nt out that Jewish

' rellglouo authorltles dlscouruge conVerolon to Judﬂlsm,
and when a person comes and says "I want to become a Jew",
he is flrst of all preached a very dlstoureglng sermon to
warn h1m agalnst that step, and only those Who insist and
show grec\t serlousness of ‘purnosc Ar: ""*cc“oted into the fold.

| r‘hAII-‘tI\ﬁAl\ 3 On'tha s ame Llne I should like to put a
question. What & yourlntend to do withregard to future
immigration ?r | | “‘ |

Mr, SHERTOK‘:Generally we accept as JeWs all who say
they ere Jews, All who come énd say thLY are con501ous of
being Jews are Locepted. The technlc al question may arise.
in the case of one eppcarlng before the Rabbinical Court
and having to produce certain popers, or when 1t comes to
light that one is not actually a Jew. Then the problem may
arise. Otherw1se, anyone who “ppeers and says he is 3 Jew
1s accepted as a ch.

CHAIRMAN : You mean it is not a‘queetionfof‘practical

' ‘importance ?

Mr. SHFRTOK'f No; in, ectual practlce we hcve hed no

_ dlfflculty of. that sort : _
/Sir Abdur RAHMAN
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Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : May I know how many conversions
there have been in fact in the last ten years.to &udaism.?

Mr. SHERTOK : I will underteke to supply the figures. I

cannot give the reply of fhand, but it is negligible,

Sir Abdur RAMAN (India) : Consisting of hundreds - thousands-
tens ? | | |

Mr. SHERTOK : I think tens. I will check up.

Mr. BRILEJ :(Yugoslavia)’iTe r epresentative of the Jewish

¢

Lgency spoke asbout prohibited zonés; This‘iélﬁoﬁzdﬁiteaclear to
me. Is the purchase of liyﬁ:prqhibited to immigrating Jews only,
or also to Jews who are citizens of Palestine ?_If'tﬁat is so,
can you tell us some other examples of disériminatiOn 7

Mr. SHERTOK : Tt definitely applies to Jews who are citizens
of Palestine, There is no distinction’at"ell bétwéen‘citizens,’
resident Jews or new-comers, The law says that in a'prohibiﬁed

zone-a Palestine Arab may s ell iandjonly to a Péleétine Areb and

to no other, enil that excludes all Jews. Tte re is a moot point.

as to who is or is not an Arab. The‘High Commissioner decides.
Mot points arise also in regard to other'people.‘ | ,

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : Areryou aware that in 6£hér parfs
of the world.there is similar législation restraining persohs |
from aliensting »r purchasing lend from dertain péréoné'?‘

 Mr. SHERTOK : Heré it is on reciel lines. We haVe‘had in
’Palestine and we have today,'profectivé measures of a purely
social character applying to cinsses,_ifrespectiVe df‘race Of'_ T

origin., But here we have 2 distinct racisl measure,

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : Are you aware that in India,

for example in the Punjeb, a Siki cennot purchase property
Shoukl, | - - \

only because he is a Sikh-7 .
~ : ‘ /Mr, SHERTOK -




xff”ghe p3551ng of any loglslatlve measure of a discriminatory .

5 character on racial grounds. The second point is that there is“f
‘ W

Page 1L, - . -

Mr. SHERTOK : I know. I should like to say that a sheik

or.
'1s a person holllng certﬂln SQClul p051t10n._
| S‘haﬂ Kh
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : The &kl in the Punjab. 1s

' SOmething di fferent from the sheik that you have. In the same

way otle r communitiss are not ‘entitled to purchase land or sell

" land, There'are protective legislations in other parts of the

world,

Mr. SHERTOK : With regqrd to Palestlnc two p‘lntS arise.

Flrst therc is a dlstlnct prov181on in tho_@ﬁgﬁ:&gﬁprohlbltlng
lf;;

an express injunction in the Mendate to encourage close settle~
, encate

ment of Jews on the land, end this measure ‘to which we have

 been referring is in diametrical ‘opposition to both thése

provisions.

'Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) -: I hope to have the'pleaSure of
putting some qﬁestibnsvin the future, but just now, since we
did not know most of the facts which have been related by the
witness, we should like to have’ time for studying them,

CHAIRMAN: We shall have time to' come backto the Sﬁbject.v
Our object is to ggt'background,for our inspection‘tour. The
Yugoslav member also asked if there were otrer discriminations
of a similar kind,
| Mr. SHERTOK : Nothing occurs to‘me)at the‘moment.‘

Mr. BRTIEJ (Yugoslavia)-: For 5ur‘Committee,rthe‘queétiont'
of cooperation between Jews and Arsbs is of greaf‘impdrtance.
Can you tell us some charactefistip.examples‘bf,Suéh‘codﬁera—"
tion ? I mean cooperation in the ecoﬁomic‘field;_ |
| Mr. SHERTOK
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Mr. SHERTOK : It is a question of producing instances and
not embsarking en generelisations, and I can give three»iHStances§

One is the Munlclpel Counc1l cf Haifs, where Jews end Arabs

cooperate in the Mun1c1pal Coun01l and in the POllPe Force f21rly
‘smoothly. Jews have worked many years under and_for an Arab Mayor,
and Arabs are now workigg under a Jewish‘ﬁayor. That is.an :
instance in one field : municipel Palestine a ctivity.

Another'instance is the cooperation between Jewish and Arab -

orange-growers, 1. have referred to the fact that this is an

industry which is shared in almost equal parts by Jews and Arabs.-= :

There is & governing Board - the Llepus Control ‘Board - pr681ded
over by an official of the Government and consisting of Jewish
end Arab representatives of the trade concerned in equal numbers,
and»their'cooperation is very smooth, Also there is,aﬁ indepen-:
dent undertzking from time to tlmc by Jewieh orange-growers with
“wnich Arab orange- growors COOperPtO, such as delegations abroad
discovering new markets, negoflatlng trqde agreements in regard
to the sale of oranges, etc.. purchase of packing meterial, etc..
The third instance is joint.strikes of Jewish and Arab
employees where they work together and more or less on the
same terms., There was a strike of Government employees about a
year and a half ago which embraced & large number bf Jews énd
Arabs and which, from the lent of view of racial relations -
I was not there and I cannot sey how it ended - went off -
remarkablyxvell and smoothly, Also, recent}y'thereewes a strikée_
of- Jew1sh snd Arab post~office and vafious militery work o
. employees - they Struck togeﬁher. | .
' G AIRMAN-: Mey I esk whother these strlkes Wwere - of an
eco Qéic character ? | | '
‘Mr. SHERTOK : Purely economic.-
Mr FABREGAT (Uruguay) 3 I should llke to &Sk a quostlon

about edu@@ﬁ’onal llfe in Palestlne. What 1s the trcnd of
M”JM | | /1111teracy

~—e

}



A/AC.13/SR.8 -

Page 16 .

illiteracy in the ceuntry ?
Mr, SHERTOK :.I had it in mind to say something -about educa-

tion, but I saw that I had been s little too long, I left it sut,

There is in Palestine a Jewish school system organised and adminis-
tered by the Vaad 'Leumi under the superviéion of the Palestine
Government, It ié run by the community on autonomnus lines. It

~consists largely of elehentary‘schools, but it also contains a
“-ﬁumber of secondary schools and a few teacher-training colleges and
industrial schools. Thers is elss a considerable number of private
séhocls, some of waich are affiiiated‘énd paftlylsupervised bv the
Jewish fublic.achool system, and sume are not. vThere is a lerge
numbér of secoundary schonls which are privagé or controlled by semi-
public bodies,) At the top of the educationgl system there ere two
institutions jof higher studies -‘the;Hebr w Univefsity in Jerusalem
and‘the Hebyew Technical Institute. in Haifa, both o f which are under
boards con;tituted to ensure their public charecter and which have
théir own sources of income, 1arge their own endowments. The Hebrew
school system receives a blockggraﬁt frnm_the‘Government as part of
‘;the Government's education budget, which is calculated on a propor-

‘tiénate‘basis betwgen ¢t he total of Jewishi and Arab children. It is a

rather intricate formula, but Ivém sure when the represaﬁtatives

appear before you they will be glal to initiate you.

CHAIRMAN: What about the Arab side of education?

Mr., SHERTOK: There is a Government school system which is
completely Areb. It serves the needs of thevArab populatinn. Its
teachers, with a‘few exceptions who are British, aréfArab.and the
language of instructisn is Arabic.-In the Jewish schonls the leng-
uage of instrgction is Hebrew. Both'Englfshe:nd Arabic are taﬁght in
Juwish s@hools; In the Government schools, which are for practicaly
purposes arab, Arabic is the instrument of tuition end English 1is
tauglit feirly extensively.‘ Hebrew is‘npt taught.,

Mr. FABREGAT (UruguaY>5 IS‘tﬁeiinfant'mdrtality'in,Palestine

- decreasing over the last vear?

5 RN o /Mra SHERTOK:
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Cy. dhofTuh: It is, 1 believe I think Er; ﬂdroWitz
hus the Tacts. | |

Chaiivaiis  You have stﬁdied the Surye ,‘i suppose: Tﬁere
are certain tables given there. Do you think thoge tables afe |
sccurate? | '

Mr. SHaRTOh: 1 can pfoduce for the time being figures
for neslea mortality, and my colleague is'looking for the
Juwish figures. In the years 1922-23 foslem infent mortality

) _ e
was 186.37. In the years lubh-L45 it was 99,9 -~ a very con-
siderable arcp. | -

br.o wnTeZai (Iran)ﬁ I should like tc ask hr. bhertck. 

& question in Trench because 1 understend he speaks French,as

well as mnglish. I haa aUu thought of asklng hlm the questlon

Tjan poine to sk until I heard the answer he bz>ve to the mcmbcr
frow Yugoslavia on the subject of collhboratlkn between Juws
A areos. wr. shertih gave tiree examples of Cbll&bﬁrutlwn
whici. seemea Very encouraging, anc I shouldilike to have his
¢pindoun as to uhuthbr or unot this experience of coupcrgtlon
betwoell Juws aad arabs will not prove fruitful. if, us and thu
Iulestine is mede & independcent country.

Iur, SHLRTOK: although I havu beel P;lu such & high
coapliment, I believe f shall mLkb my reply in Lngllsh. I am

cafraid Lr. sntezam's. conclusion, although well-1ntenulcneu,‘i§g

not fully warranted I have referred to instances of cog ératiun,"

between Jews aud arabg who &re in lalbstlne on the plene of
thelr coy to cay ircerests in walks of llic where Lhcy rub

shoulders togetlier as coumic re51dbnts una CltleﬂS oi the. ,\

country, and they are indeed LHLOUFlenb because I bulleb thcy

show there is ncthing which is inherent in the natura uf eltncr

Jew cr Arab whicll pravents thum Irom 1ubo¢n shoulacrs nd

pulling together in matters where,their COMGT 7“t“”“°* is

/self ev1aent




self-evident. This does not mean that in the event of the
establishment of Palestine as a united 1ndepenoent state, things
will run smoothly. I am afraid they will not.‘ Why ? Because
the paramount issue of the problem of this country is Jew1sh
immigration : ‘whether the Jewish settlement in Palestlne is to
be crystallised at the level of one—third, as decreed by the .
White Paper, or whether Jewish lmmlgratlon is to oroceed further
to the/full measure of this country's capacity to absorb
immigrants without displacing others and without harming others.
On this issue the attltuoe of both sides is clear and for the
time being it is mutually antagonistic. I would refer Nr .

‘Entezam to the attitude of the Jewish community and the expressed

attitude of the Arab leadership. The Ara /leadership is uncom-
 promisingly opposed to any JeWish immdgr;tion. They have eaid
they believe there are already too many Jewsﬁin Palestine. I do
not know what rractical conclusidn they will draw from this “
basic premise in the event of their‘gaining control‘by virtue
of two-thirds majority, but anyhow they are opposed to any
Jewish immigration. This is the naramount iseue'andkthe Jews
naturally feel that they have been left inlthe lurch at the
| mercy of a hostile Areb majority; hostile on a’point whiohvie
the most vital point to the Jewish popnlation;‘to its future,
to its well-being, and to the fate of its brethren:ontside;
While it is definitely encouraging toisee signs of

practical coooeration this does not yet mean‘thet tne two
sides are ready to compose polltlcal olfflcultles and pull to-
gether within the structure of one stﬂte w1thout harmlng each
other s fundamental 1ndependenco. | o

) Mr. ENTEZAM (Iran): I have no. more questlonu. I think
we can come bacF to this questlon lator. If T underetend‘Mr.'
Shertok he says this questlon of coomeration is condltlonal
upon 1mm1gratlon but for the time belng 1 will not press it

/further,, We can

e

’,’f

.

. #-«n“




'ii;rthcr. We can comu b ck to Lt
kir ., bhuRTOh kpy 1 explain that ﬁhe practical co=-
operation is not COHultlvn 1 on the satisfactory solution of
the imnigraticn problem purely, There arc_cﬁher problems tbo.
‘Sif Abdur RuHhAN (Indic): May I put one question in
that conhcction? hould-you like thc:laws_of igaigretion to
wisappear from all thé othar ét&tESIin the world?
- . ‘ T )
lar. SHeRTOK: I heave no opinion with regara te immi-
ératlun to other states of the‘wdfld; |
| Sir ablur hn}th (Tndia):’ I om asking weuld you like,
as a pﬁint of :TLDClplb, ali thb 1a ws_of.immigration'po ais=
appuar? |
| l‘vir.' SHanTUK: 1 woulu I ;t [0 Ll'mb rer.
' oif}ubuur AnhUuu (lnuid) “ qu woulu lllb the laws of
immigre tluﬂ to remain in cther states as they. are aow?
Lir. SHohkTUL: .I haféx:o opiniunvon that.
hf. SALAZHR (ngu): nccuraing te - the aocumunts I
have res l‘am uncer the impression that the g:p?tust number
of Vlllabbs in Pglbstlﬂu are thhcr wnoll Jewish or wnolly
areb. _Is that a lact? | | | |
Mr. ouuRth. That is so. with regard to villages they
are ther wnully nrub or Whully Jqusn. Thefc are nm,mixad

villagus. Thcrg are mllbu towns, but 10 mixed villeges.

it

ur, G rois GRAlaLOS (Guatem L ) what ﬁart of the.
'b&x»s collected Ly the fulustlﬂb numlnlstrrtlon is pa1g by . tnc
'Jewish‘peoflc? 'D you havb tihe llgur lHyWﬂdt a:ount are
'bhoée ﬁéﬁ@g invbstcd ug"ln t¢ the bcﬂeilb of the JbWth people°
 Mr; SHERTOA: muy 1 aslk Ll harow1tz to ﬂnswer°
% g hOuOLITL‘ nbuut th—tulrLS f the reveiue: of thu
ke leStlﬂp GCVuerbﬂt is UbIlVLU 1rom,uewlshfsuurceSA It ig

more u1L¢1uult tu catlmdtb tnv LcnblltC ULCcu'd wany of the

/ueerCLS are for
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survices are for the cuuntfy'as a Wh&lu, aﬁdvllwtuld not_tdke
it upon myself to calculate the cxpundipUrul It is predominant-
ly for the ireb population. No v.eubt the'bulk'of‘the expenci-
iufe is to the bunelit cf the arab population, but as to the
:revcnuc, thevnearest estimate which is agreed upen by the
Government is thut something about two~thirds of the revenue
ig derived irow thé Jewish population,. which forms cbout one-
third of the populaticn.

CHallikal:  Does anycne else wish to csk & question? I
have a couple of questions which have cccurred to me.

Sir abdur RaHiwab (India): I have-a questidn - on racts
only. " How much @onby aces the Jew1sh pukul ticn cut side

talestine send to }hlbﬁtlﬂb uV. ¥ oyear, |

bre hCRCWLTZ: I cannot tcll vou for evury yéar_but,l‘
cau give ybu the glcbai figure for‘the wicle period of time
of, Jewish cclonization blﬂcc thg fl'bt Viorl ﬁﬁr. 'fb
estlmhtg the luported JeW1sh ct pltcl-at éomgthing liké 150
million pounds brought 1nuo © Cuunury. I anu¢u like

emphasize that & COn51cbrublc13erortlon of thls ca pital is per-

e S B

colatlng; uatur@ily, intc thu irab community and‘the adjacent
arab countrlcs. \

| nry SH&RTOK: I shéuld'like to supplemeht this Moﬁéy
.that‘is being sent by pewé abroac tu Falestine is not belng
sbnt 51mp¢y to SubuldlZL llVlng in fuluﬂtlnb.. It is'sent in
oruvr to bntblb Falestine tc absorb new Jews who errive and to
.uEVciop the Lountry’c potgntlaLLtlus. Phu Jchuh communlty
of Pmlbutlhu gs such is Sall-eupuortlng,’lt is not only self*‘
supporting, gﬁt it Lso CUntrlbutes {airly COHSluBTdblb eacunts

fer Jewish nptlonhl purposo , for hulp end rnscuewmf chs nbro d.

ulr_fbaur uanM“N,(Inaim}. .nuW'much'mﬁnev has beeh mnﬂe

Uy the kotogh Co. ever since the concesgion wes gramted to it?

S ‘ o , "%“j" “/hr.‘SHuﬂTQh:
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I0K: T could try to give the figures in case the fotash

cgree Lo open its ledgers. It holds a concession from the
3 3 > ! ~ 1 i . .
Government &nd the Government no doubt are fully aware oi its figure:

i‘ir ' 5 HL‘: t{
Co, will

CEnlilisN : We are going to see the Fotash Co, later and we mlght
then have the {igures,

Un¢ of the questions I want to put concerns the ns tionglity
question, When a Jew imnigraetes here, is his acquisition of Pglestire
nt1un‘llty dependent upon his renouncing Hs original natlonallty 7

Mr. SHoRTOK ¢ Yes,
CHuIRIMKN : He has no double natioﬁdlity ?

/l

lar. SHeRTOK : No double n&tlon livy . It ds not a question of
Falestine legislation, It depends on the legislation of the ve rlous

'

stutes Lrun which he originates, With regard to the Unltcd hingdom
there is a clouse which states that if an bnbllshmmn living abroad
adopts tie nebionelity of his country of domicile he does'nOt
thereby lose his British nationality. But T bell@ve that is an

i

exception to the general rule thet by doptlngu new natlonallty one
has to relinquish his former one, That applies to most Jews who -

coume herv, o . o {f

Sir abdur ReHbisll (India) : The question remains whether the
pursons coming from other countries, other parts of Lurope b651des
kngland, relinquish their former nationality.,

Mr, SHakTOh : They do not erjoy double nationality. )

Sir abqur HaHMaN (India) : Those who remain in falestine are
ng lenger subject to the nationality of the country where they have

come from 7

Mr, SHERTOK : They have to applf for and receive Palestihe
nationslity. The one condition is two years's continucus residence
in ralestine besfore they ¢on apply. another condition is a .
knowledge of at least one of the three official languages of the
country. There may be other conultlons as to aes1rabllity.

Sir abdur RaHMaN (India) : M ay I ask you how many of the
persons who have come aurlnE th%qﬁg k¥es bechme demiciled uCCOleﬂg
to the law « Frelestine ? - : :

Mr. SHuRTOK : We‘hav@‘figureS‘onLy‘up“to the’midcle of°‘ A‘:
1945. From 1925-45, 100, UOU\Jews - that is hbaus of famllles -

applied for neturalisation, . S L
B | v Mf.Garcia,SALAZAR(‘HQ
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Mr. SALAZAR (Peru): I should like to know to what autho-
rity the applications for nationality must be made.:

Mr. $HERTOK: The Pelestine Government - technically to the
Immigration Lepartment on behalf of the ngh Comm1551oner. The |
-‘passport is issued under the authorlty of the ngh’Comm1551oner.

M ATRMAN: I have one more question and, I am afraid, a
major one, and I do not want an exhaustive‘ansWef. You touched,
in your statement upon the o0551b111ty of Palestlne rece1v1ng
more immigrants, That brlngs US to the abson%tlve economic
capac1ty of Palestine. How would you estimate that capacity 7

Mr. S ERTOK: The absorbtlve economic capacity of a country
can be estimated only in relatlon to a certain given perlod. It
cannot be estimated in absolute terms with regard to all eternlty
‘We then venture into the realm of the unforeseeable. But with
regard to a definite period a more or less reasonable estimete
" can be formed. f | s

~In the olden days before the hapless‘yeer of 1937 the
procedure was that once in six months the‘JeWish Agency presented
to the Government an estimate of the absorbtlve economic capac1tv

for workers alone - that did not affect other categories. Then
there was an argument between us‘and the Government‘as to whether
our figures were correct and the Government usually cut our
figures down very llberally ad gave us. tht they said they '
thought was the absorbtlve economlc cepa01ty of Palestlne.,;They
used to‘call it EACOP - EconomiC_Absorbtive Capacity‘cf Palestine~‘
-in those days. But if you ask meXWith regerd\to the total o
Rabsorbtlve economic capacity, we could - and I thlnk we shall ;
present you with an estimate of the p0581b111ty of economic
absorbtive capacity during the comlng years, durlng a perlod of
.tWelve‘months."We shall say, this is what werthinklit ieQ

/CHAL RMAN
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CHAIRMAN: T suppose the question depends also on the -
capital you want to 1nvest ' |
Mr. SHERTOK: Naturally that has to be con31dered
CHAIRNMAN: It is a questlon‘whlch will be,lnterestlng to us,
Mr, HHERTOK: May I say I refer only en pagssant to our hope;
that_there will be cOneiderable Jewish immigration. I did not- |
deal with the subject; : | |
CHAIRIMAN: Just es little as‘my question indicates an
inclination for a certain solution. | |
Mr, S ERTOK: May I say'that to us economic capacity and the
adoption of that’principle meanstfreedemtto.éreatetecopomic -
cabacity. It does not merely meaﬁ’abilityto_estimate;;but;p
 freedom to create it _
Mr, HOOD (Australla) Wlth a v1eW'to the future work of
the Committee, would Mr. Shertok indicate broadly how his
Organisation would contemplate the presentatlon and development

Z{i»»ef the case 1t W1shee to put before the Commltteejboth by way of

fwﬁwrltten materlal and also Oral statements, ‘to the extent to which

( /

the Commlttee degire to hear ? In partlcular, T have before me

now a volume e tltled The Jew1sh Case as presented before the

Angl o-American Commlttee of Inqulry of. last year.. In partlcular
it will e, helpful I thlnk to know whether we are to take thls
as still the substantial baels of the caﬂe whlch will be before

thle Committee, or whether we may exnect supplementary documenta-‘”"

tion to bring the volume up to date - | .

Mr. SHFRTOK ~In the coverlng letter to the volume to whlch
Mr. Hood has referred addrtssed I belleve,,to you, Slr, it was’
made clear by our Chalrman that we. present this volume to. you ;"’*
w1th a v1eW'to its being regarded by you as -a. bas1s for the.'

”presentation of our ceseto‘th;s_Comm;ttee,ﬁ At the same “time our\

 .£}}@¢

/Ghalrmen
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'Chairman said that we intended to supplement the material containﬁ‘
ed in thie"volume by a series - ‘a'short one, I hope - of memoran-
da and notes bringiﬁg certain"information up- to ‘date and filling
certain gaps left by our case ag contained in this volume. We
1ntend to .do it within the coming weeks of your lnqulry in |
Palestlne. We hope to complete this before you leave the country,

With regard to oral evidence we take it’ that we shall be
given opportunity to make our representations orally before this
table after - as I‘understand’from_your’Secretariat - you have‘
completed your tour of Palestine.'.I would Suggest that this
question may be gone into betwéen our liaison offieer’aﬁd the

| Secretary of the Committee‘with‘regard to arrangement of details

as to dates and Qho is tO“appeer.. |

:CHAIRMANt I suppoee at the oral hearlng you are going

also to give the outllne of what is stateo in the written state-"

.ment. ’

Mr. $HERTOK: It will mean generally covering the same

ground,

. . . * - - . . ]

| At this point, the CHAIRMAN thanked Mr. Shertok and Mr.
Horowitz for thelr contrlbutlon and the Committee passed to the

ncxt item on the agenda.

Itinerary of Tour.

The Commlttee proceeded to examlne the report of its sub—.“
committee on this questlon.‘
DECISIONS'
(1) It was de01ded to adopt the recommendatloe of the
sub commlttee regardlng v151ts to Halfa (Thursday) and the
Palestlne Potash Wbrks, the Jordan and Jericho (Frldey);
o (2) A decision oonterntng a Saturdayrexcursion was deferred

7t1=ik& taV,“ y“j‘ " /pending
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pending further consideration by the sub-committee.

(3) The CHAIRMAN announced there would not be any trips:

made on Sunday (22'June) or Monday by the Commlttee

(4) It was agreed that the party would travel together

during the trips on Thursday and Friday.

(5) It was agreed that the Liaison Officers should ~

-accompany the Committee.

o am dmn

- o -





