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. PRESENT:
The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sendstrom Sweden

Mr, Hood dustralia
Mr, Renad : Canada ]
Mr., Lisicky Czechoslovakia
Mr. Garcie Granados Guatenmala
Sir fAbdur Rahman ~ India
Mr, Entezam Iran -
Mr, Blom : Netherlands
Mr., Garcia Salazar Peru
Mr, Fabregat S Uruguay
Mr. Brilej Yugoslavia

SECRET/IAT: Mr. Hoo  Assistant Secretary-=General
Mr. Garcia Robles Secretary

CHAIRMAN: I call the meeting to order, '

The agenda for today's meeting contains, first, public
hearing of representativés of the Vead Leumi; secord, public
hearing of representatives of the Chief Rabbinate; third,
public hearing of representatives of sgudath Israel. The

* Jewish Womenfs Organizations of Falestinc .are not feady to
appear thay.
Have you any questiors, Mr; Fabregat?.
Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay)4 Yesi |
"CHAIRMAN: Dr. Eliash and Dr. Katznelson, will you

please come up toi:he p].:_a‘cfor‘m‘7
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.}Qp‘ Eliash and Dr. Katznelson took seats at the table).

Me. FABREGAT (Uruguay): In point (7) of your statement
aid yoﬁ.oéy that thoeﬂucational system - or the bepefits of
the educ. ional system - of the Go&ernment is pufoly Afob?

I should like to know what you mean when you.say.a "purely
Aréb" educational system.

Dr. KATZNELSON: The educational system in Palestinc
is compcsed of two official public school cystems called
(1) the Public %;aé-school system and (2) the public Hebrew
school system. The Fublic Arab school system is administered
ond maintained by the Government; the Public Hebrew schocl
system.is administered and maintained by the Vaad Leumip
That is thc officizl name and the official status. 4s a
matter of fact, the irab school system is not only hrab in
name; it is Arabic in the languager of instruction and in

: b T abao
the composition e the scheol populat?on. It isAone hupdred
percent fArabic in the composition of the teaching staff., That
means these schcols are in pracpice available only to .reb
pupils. The Hebrew school system io recognized by the
Government as the official %ublic Hobrew school system.

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay): Who approved the educational
system in the Jewish school, and who controls.the geucational
system? Not the Govemmen‘o‘? '

Dr., KATZNELSON: No. It is contrclled by the Vagd Leuml
Department of Education and supervised by the Government
Department of Education. \

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay): And on the irab side who con-
trols? '

Df. K.TZNELSON: The Government Department of Education.

Mr., PFLBREGAT (Urugﬁay); T have seen some iﬁteresténg
schools for your Jewish children in several places; e;g. Tel

Avive If those schools 1re not suoported by the Government
/budget... L

.3
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budget; sre they maintained by additional city taxes which
increase the taxation of that.place?

Dr. K/TZNELSON: The system of financing'the Hebrew
school system - that is, the Vaag/kéﬁﬁi.séhool systen - is
the following. Schools are maintained by the Vaad Leumi
and the Jewish local authorities. The'soufces of bhudlget are
an Loloews. . i ... inpose
munieipr—texes, All Jewish ldcal authorities have spe01al
rates for education. That is the flrstAsource of income,

lreqvet to say, is tuiton
The second scurce of income 1sA S

sayy—tuitior foes, even in

/elementary schools...
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' elementary schools, with the excention of Tel Aviv. In all the other towns
.and colonies there is still in existence a system of tuition fees which, in

dllgrhmi.JﬂiJ' : ‘

. our opinion, is notAright\ Tuition fees mean school fees paid by the pupils
for é&ucdtion, and we are not in a position to abolish it as it is abolished,
for eﬁample, in Government Arab school®. They'2re free of charge., We
cannot do it because our funds are too short to satisfy the requirements of
fhe Jcﬁish community. That is the sccond sourée.

The third source is a grant by the Jewish Agency to the Vaad Leumi,

from e Zionist fundy which, during the current year amounted to LP 200,600.

The laét source is a grent contributéd:by the Government, as explained

yesterday, It amounts to some 25% of the total Government educational

budget, but—3it—is-alieeatedfor—the same—number-of -chitdrens—Fn—thes
Gevérnment-seheé}s~thé-Government—spends—four—times—as—mu6h> As you see from
the statistical tables in our memorandum, the number of pupils in the Vaad
Leumi schools and the Government Arab schools is approximately the same -
gbout‘90,000. But the sum spent by the Government on the Arab schools is
‘ggégifimes as much as on the Vaad Leumi schools, and that is the reason for
our contention, In our opinion, the Government'!s contribution to education
“should be either in proportion to the number of children attending the schools
or of local contribution. That means a system of pound per pound in
proportion to the local authorities! contribution in order to stimulate more
and more local effort for the expansion of the educational system., But the
Government approved quite a different formula which is, in our opinion,
discriminatory, becruse an Arabic pupil in a Government school costs the
Government fewr times as much as a Jewish pupil in e Vaad Leumi school,

st AR 3

My, FABREGAT (Uruguay) : You mentioned also the tubercuibsis problem in
. ‘w--‘“‘ T T e e T e et »f-“.‘;‘“" e e

Palestine, How| formidable is the problem, and what are the provisions taken

WﬁE;’the Governmeht to prevent it ? I want to know also whicﬁ groups of the

/population
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population, as far as age or race are concerned, are more affected by the

tuberculosis problem, '
Dr. KATZNELSON : For many years”We have been pressing Government‘heaith

authorities to embark on a systematic campaign against tuberculosis. She

'Gevefamea%umaée—ﬁrSﬁrvey~infi935\ _In our opinion it was an urgent duty on

the part of the Government because i%Ais an infectious disease and a dangeg‘
to the community as a whole--Jews and Arabs alike. In 1935 the Government’
made a survey, in spite of the fact that long before then there was no doubt
that there was such a problem in Palestine., ‘The Government expert submitted
a'repqrt, and in my stcterment I.gave a quotation from this repqrt‘indicating
that the problem of tuberculosis amoﬁg all communities in Pelestine is of
sufficient\gravity_ﬁo warrant systematic‘éttention on modern lines gnd the
development of research, The time lost and the failuré ofvthe Government to}
take'asﬁive measures has made the position more Seridﬁs.

The report'incluéed a series of recommendations for the establishmént of
ﬁispensa?iés and hospitals;‘but ﬁnfortunately; sincé'then verj little has
beén done., There are a few ‘Government, dispensaries in certaln towns, .but no,
Government hospitals for tuberculosis.

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay) : The dispensaries are only in the cities ? o

Dr. KATZNELSON : Only in the cities. For that reason we had no aiterna$ive_
bﬁt'torgo'On with our own progremme and to extend our institdtions; For
example, we have a hospital at Safad, Tt wes a very small beglnnlng, with .
some 35 beds. It has now 100 beds. ‘In Jerusalem, Haaaésah 1s now b@yiééjt
ercct a tuberculosis hospital with 200 beds. We askedjthe Government to .
centribute 25 per éent to the capitallcost, taking upon oufselves 75 per cent. 
It was only a few months agc. The Government refused for lack of funds. .we~‘
have'againkto.ﬁry to find from Jewish sources certain funds in Qrder‘to,go én,5j
because'we must do it, That ié the position with regard to éuberculdsis.

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay) : Yog spoke about the Jewish doctors. What

/éigniticarce
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significance has\the discrimination against Fhem in the development of hospital
agsistance in Palestine ? This is point (7).

. Dr, KATZNELSON : The boycott on Jewish doctors was a purely political
'i;;;é proclaimed by the Arab Medical Society nearly a year ago, at the beginning
,@f 19i6. But according to our information it had no affect on the Arab'public,
$he- Arabspublie continued to use our medical services, par?icularly in |
dJerusalem and not only Palestine fArabs, but also patients from neighbouring
i‘.krab countries are attending our institutions, and, I hope, to their complete
satisfaction, &t any rate, we have a lot of evidence from very prominent Arab
" visitors from neighbouring countries illustrating the most cordial hospitality
afforded to them in our medical institutions.

- Mr., FABREGAT (Uruguay) ¢ According to certain information acquired by
members of the Committee, the Administration of Palestine in 1934 spent 6.24
per cent of the bu&get for education and 5.1 per cent for health; in 1944-1945
~only 2.9 per cent went to education and 2.7 per cent ‘to health, Are those
figures in accordaence with your knowledge of the subject, and are they reasons
able as compared with those of some other countries ?

Dr. KATZNELSON : Yes, it was one of our constant complaints that the
allocation for social services, education and health in the Government budget is
. relatively very small, ;t never exceeded 5 per cen£.%dr ﬁéél@h and apout the
- same for education., There was no allocation before the war for social welfare
activities at_all; for example, for child welfare and other welfare institutions

' cwnent
Recently a very slight impovement occurred and in the last financial year
Government estimates showad -an increased allocation for social services,

-

_education, health and.sociual welfare, afhnear ¥ 12 per cent: 5 per cent fa

-

‘health, 5 per cent for education, and some 2 per cent for soeial welfare., But

Aggst

~it is certainly--in the light of the present

- of living in Palestine #he—highprices--an increase which is not effective
s ' o

’

because it is an-inerease caused byAfncrease in salaries and in administrative
/It provided

1)
costs, PR .
\ , Ry
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It provided veyy-éiz%}e additionalﬁfacilities £ep-%he—m@é$eel_ |
' aots B A
tﬁs%&%&%&eﬁs~—aaé—£gn—tha%—4%asea?am§}absolutely inadequate v?
to‘satﬂ;fy the requirements of both communities, Jews and ‘
Lrabs alike. 4nd, as I explalned in my stetement, the reaséns:i
give Aﬁ%é reasons of securlty. Those reasons, in our opiniongkh
aré not convincing, because, 2s a metter o. fact, on Mprch 3l,
1947, the end of the last finencial yeer, the Govefnment*h&dk
a surplus of nearly lP 6 million, an a part of the sufplus 
-should be allocated at least for carital gxpenditure, éé?fhé,;‘
extension of hospitals, sehsedsy and school builiings. Perhaps g
you have seen that in mcst of cur schools in’ Tel-ivir the N

w hwe shifts, : ,
pupils. aftenl schocl twiee—a—Eai mnz.anzange$@n$s~ane_made_

T L

in—twe—shifts,, Certainly it is very bad, but nothing can be

l

done because the Government age&a-lntencs to use th&s surplus

LT R

revenue for some specific purposes, such as the maintenance oi

thetinterneeg in Cyg; S, and‘&g\othur ways which ere certaln;y~;

very far from being productive. |
 CHATRMIN : I would like to ask a question in this

connection. Did the fall in percentage of-the expenditure

sllocated to schools and health alsc mean a fall in the

: absolute figures of money ollO“ateQ to those aims? . fgi

Pr: KATZNELSOA: B}
No, the Government allocation as a wholé ..

°
e da e

increased -- that is an increase, certeinly, in the absolute .

flgures. But, as I expleined, in terms of services it pro=- ‘f%k

vides very little more because it is absorbed by the high- costzj
s ;

oi living, and the increases in sslaries, and so on, For

thset reason there is not mudh progress due to this increase.

But, in relation to a project of some IP 25 million we con-

sider an allocation o only oné million for health, for all

- medical services, “bsolutely inadequgte. I cannot giVe

accurate 1nformat10n Wlth regard to the r031tlonr1n ‘oth 1

Mcountrles, but I dolnow ab ut the Western countries. I can

:

I /state, o



state that England's expenditure on social services
amounts to nearly ten pounds per person, while the
-Palestine Government's expenditure on 21l sociel
services is merely one pound per person. Here we

heve some two and a half million pounds for all sociel
services, with a population of some twenby irillion.
That is a little more th: n one pound pcr person. Theat
is one=-tenth of the expenditure now existing in a
country like &ngland.

CHAIRM/N: The fall in percentage was thus due to
the increase of the total expenditure and, therefore,
the percentege became less?

Dv: KATZNELSON: :

¥re-EETASHR No, the percentage remained as it
was, more or less, e2bout five porcent for health, end
ahout the same for education. But, the absclute
figure is higher, because I erplained the reason for
the difference in the absoluﬁe figure which is mainly
due to t he change of con:litions in the country.

CH..IRM 'N: To which fields of Government activities
did the inereased expenditure go?

Drv.- KATZNELSON:

Mr—EBEISHY There is an increase from year to
year in the Government budget on the solcalled "segﬁfity
items”. It is IR 7 million as ageinst.one milliogjfnr
health, one million ana & gu rter for education in the
Falestine Estimates for 1947-1948 now published, and
there is elso an increase in the ad.inistration costs,

a very considerable increase in the overhead expenditure,

/but unfortunataly...
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but unfortunately the amcunt for SOdgai/;ervices
is out of proportion to the requirements and the
needs of the community. |

Mr. FABREGALT (Uruguay): Do vou think that the
present laws of Palestine coincide with the scope of:
the Mandate as granted to the Mandatory Péwer? I am
‘now speaking about the discrimiﬁatorf sense of-the
Land Law and the Irri%afion Bill.
| CHAIRMANf That hasnalready been. stressed by the
organizations who have testified here. They consider
it a diseriminstion.

D L ' '

Mrs ELIASH: As regards the Land Law, or the- A
Léhd Eransfefsfaigﬁiétiohs *® as fhey are called, of 19401’
‘tﬁe:purpose of the discrimination appéarsrboth'in‘the.
rofdéf»inoCouncil, which mede it bossible to prémulgete
that iaﬁ, and in the iaw  “

‘ Jitsell Liienienone

¥  palestine Gazette No. 988, 1940, Supplement 2,
page 327.
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;"itself. The special amendient to the Order-in-Council, which is known as
frArticle 16 fogaVC spéeinl power to the High Comrdssioner to ficke rugulhtiéns

;2 which may be made applicable only to transfers of land from Arabs to Jews, or

v{ to other persons not being Arabs; or from Jews to Arabs, or to other persons

B not being Jews; or from Arabs or Jews to any bodies of persons corporate or

b \nincorporate. So that the very power which was given to the High Commissioner
L under Article 16 D of the Order-in-Council foresees and envisages discriminatory
t legislation. And the regulatidns thémselves, which were published in 1940,

\é make it perfectly clear that ih certain zones the transfer of‘land éhould’only

: be allowed to Palestinian Arabs. No quéstion can arise that thése regulations

f are discriminatory by their very nature.

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay) : How was the Land Law‘enacted ?

ggh ELIASH : Well, it was enacted first of all by means of a spepial
amendment of the Order-in-Council., Without that amendment it would have been
quite impossible, because the Order-in-Council prohibiﬁqﬁ enacting laws which
are discriminétory in nature. The Order-in-Council provided »riginally in
Article 17.1 (¢) ™ "That no Ordinance shall be promulgated which shall be in
any way repugnant to or ceég;;%ég%ﬂgith the prov1slons of the Mandate", Also
that "No Ordinance shall be promulgated which s.a.l tend to discriminate in any
way between the inhabitants of Palestine on the graund of réce, feligiogaior
langugge.“ And, as a matter of fact, the power of His Majesty, which was
reserved to Him under Article 8§, HH of the original Order-in-Council, also
.contains a provision at the end: "There shall be reserved to His Majésfy, His
fudrs and Successors, the right of advice of His or their Priwy Couﬁgil from
time to time to 'make 2ll such laws or oréinances in Palestine in accordance

with the Mandate conferred on Him.," So, it was found necessary to make a

special amerndment of the Order-in-Council giving/power to the High Commissioner
/ to make

F Palestlne Gazette No, 898, 1939: Supplement No,2, page hél.
#%  Drayton: Laws of Palestlne, Vols III, page 2591,
xxx Drayton: Laws of Palestine, Vol, III, page 2589,

o 5 ! L
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to make regulations in resard to sales of land whiqh would be discriminatory
by their very nature. And, it is in using that nower that these regulations
were oublished in 1240, A4s I stated vesterdav, they were challenged in the
Palestine Court recently, and the Courts held that it was the duty of His
Majeésty not to discriminate as laid down in the Mandate And, as the
Mandate is in the nature of a covenant between the Principoal Allied Powers .
and His Majesty, it is for the Principal Allied Powers or their successorsvto
lodge anv complaint in that regard. The Municipal Coqrts of Palestine are
boun‘ by that legislation and can entertain no actlo;(or conmlaint by
anyone revresenting the Dopulatlon of Palestine.

Mr. FABREGAT (Urnguay): This Committee has received several
communications indicating inadequate accommodation and health conditions
for prisoners at the assembly éamos. Have you information as to who is in
charge of medical services and the conditions of these people ?
%@f ELTASH: T do not auite get the sense of the question. Is it
about orisons in general ¥

Mr. FABREGAT (Urumuav): Ves, about the living COPdlthAS conditions
of health in the camos of detention. Of course, as I u?derstand it, the

camps of detention have the name here of assembly camps,

CHAIRMAN Whlch camps do you mean ?

-

»
Mr, FABREGKT (Uruguay) : Cyprus, and the camps of detention in Palestine,
D

Me; ELTASH : With regard to Cypfﬁs my frwend Dr. Katznelson mentlopgd

R ~mﬂ,~..<~n<~\-t4—ﬂ‘-"~. D e e ST ) B A A

yesterday that stepsgwere being taken by outside grouns to supplement the :-
scanty provisions for the comfort.aFd upkeep of inmates which are made by thé
Government and its agents in Cyprus. A4s tegards the detention camps in
Paleséine, they are a part of the general prison system in Palestine and,
therefofé, medicai attention there is taken over by the Government and the
Departmen£ of Health; wh}ch is also in charge of the medical services of 1

the prisoners in general. In addition we have the camps

/outside of - §
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ocutside of Palestine ir; which political detainees areAkept. I have ho
information as 1’;0 what arrangements are made in these cmns and by whom
they are provided,
B; KATZNELSON : With regard to Cyprus, £iwst-of-alds Jewish
authorities here in Palestine, in cooperation with the Joint Distribution
"‘Comnit.tee—- that is the American/Relief Orgardzation-- are doing their
-utmost to improve medical conditions in the Cvpl US cimpSe But—Immst .
say—:b-h-s:ﬁw 73‘9:1*1; a medical mission to Cyprus a.nd a nursing staff, and
now a special mission is going to enguire into the state of mental healfh.
But, all our efforts are certainly not very effective in view of the very
. hard, I may say inhuman, sanitary conditions. in the camps,

/For instance,



A/AC13/P.V.26
13

* For instance, if there is an absolute shortage of water, and
water must be distributea in very modest rations, or if there
is such overcrowding in the tents and huts that families are
living together, certainly medical facilities are not suffi-
cient in order to improve the conditions of health in these
camps. We are doing our best, and I must say of the military
‘medical authorities that they are very helpful. There is a.

Seo ﬁ
medieal military hospital at Nicosieg? where some 35580 -beds are

kept for internees, but these methods are merely palliatives in vr
é%gféxisting conditions. Withfég%gg% peoplg(in insanitary
conditions without. sufficient quantities df water, without
light, and without the minimum requirements with regard to
housing, all these efforts are, to a great extent, madé in vaié,
o Fﬂ%. FABREGAT (Uruguay): And the 2,000 children are in ’

the same condition,in the Cyprus camp ?

éi: KATZNELSON : Yes. J&hére is a sernarate ;z;;;;;?f;?4ab
separate—canten, for 2,000 children within the camp.

CHAIRMAN : I sunposé the Cyprus camps are not under the

jurisdiction of the Palestine Administration ?

e KATZNELSON : No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN : They are under the administration of the Cyprus 
authorities ?

Dr.
Mr, KATZNELSON : Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN : Are there any other questions ?

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay) : Excuse me for my questioning thiéi?
morning. I thank you very much, Mr. Chairman;

CHAIBMAN : Does anyone else wish to ask any questiims ?

\ NE% ﬁLIASH : May I be permitted to amend a stats-—= »

which I ;2%é$in reply to the representative of the Nethe inds, v

with regard to the amount of lébbur legislation in Palestine,‘-?j

F - .
Filbngweagince//checked
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I have sinée checked it up and it is quite correct, as I have
said, that no international labour conventions have been made
.applicable in Palestine, but some additional legislation has
been passed which more or less follows the line of some of
these conventions. In addition to‘the Workman's Compensation
Ordinapce which I mentioned yesterday and which has recently
been redrafted, there is this new draft of 19 June, 1947; there
is also a Trade Unions Bill, another~draft of which has also
been published for information in the same Gazette; and I
should have mentioned two Employment Ordinances which exist.
One is the Employment of Children and Young Persons Ordinance
(1945) ,and the other is the Employment of Women Ordinance,
which also endeavour to embody some of these proviéions of the
Convention. There is, further; an Accidents and Oecupational
Diseases (Notification) Ordinance, and there is, of -course,
a Department of Labour Ordinance which provides the machinery
for dealing with these labour matters.- There is also a Trade
Boards Urdinance and a Factories Urdinance which deals with
the‘insoection of factories; I have ascertained that some
1n3pectors do arrange for inspection of factories and places
of employment

There is also a booklet™® which I wanted to pass to -you,

in which the repre entative of the Netherlands would be inte-

rested, on so il welfare and social'insurancevin Palestine,
and T was quite correct in;sayiog.yesterday that for social
insurance legislation, nothing so far has been done. There
is no compulsorf'health insuranoe, no infirmity or old age

or death insurance, no unemployment or materniti‘insurance.

I think this booklet would give information up to 1947.

Tnen there are one or two further points which I wanted
/to amend

* "Social Policy and 8001aLIInsurance in Palestine" by g
I. Kanievsky. ﬂ
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to amend in connection with yesterday, and which have not
been fully answered.
The question was put yesterday with regard to the

resolutions of the Elected Assembly on the political problems

of Palestine. Resolutions on this matte:r were passed at two
sessions of the present Assembly, which uzs elected in
August; 1944.

The first resolution was passed in December, 1944, and

" I have here a copy of this resolution. Do you desire me to

give it out, Fr. Chairman, or shall I read out the resolution
as it was passed ?
CHAIRMAN : Please read it out.
Dy
Mx, ELTASH : It was passed in December, 1944, and
consists of five paragravhs :
"1l. The tlected Assembly éppeals to Great Britain, the
United States, the U.S.S.R., and the Allied Powers, who
are to decide the fundamentals of the new world order, to
seek a solution also to. the problem of the Jewish nation's
exile from its homeland, and to grant the demands of the
World Zionist Organization:
(a) to epen the gates of Palestine to Jewish immigration;
Rt . Rt S

(b) to vest in the Jewish Agéncj authority over
immigration into Palestine and to grant it the necessary. power

its uninhabited wastelands.

(c) to establish a Jewish State in Palestine which will
fit into the new world structure..

2. The blected Assembly demands of the Allied Powers o
international pledges and guarantees of concrete aid towards
the implementation of the Zionist project : free mass
immigration and wide-scale colonization for the purpose of
concentrating the Jewish nation in its homeland and securing
its political independence.

/3. The Elected
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3. The “lected Assembly asserts that any plan for the
partition of Palestine is contrary to the historic, religious,
and national ties of the-People of Israel with the Land of
Israel and is in contradiction to the recognized rights of

" the Jewish People, its needs and claims and to the develop-
ment capacity of the country, and declares that, the entire
Yishuv' will vigorously oppose any such plan.

4. The Elected Assembly declares that the aim of the
Yishuv and the Zionist Movement is to cooperdte with the
Arabs of Palestine in a spirit of mutual aid, on the basis
of equal political, religious, sconomic and ¢ultural rights
for every 1nhab1tant of this, country, without domination or
hegemony.

5. The Elected Assembly demands that Great Britain abolish
forthwith the White Paper with all its decrees, which render
null and void the pledges contained in the Palestine Mandate
and the Balfour Declaration."
That'waé in the 1944 resolution. This was' followed

by a resolution passed in May; 1947, after the United Nations
SﬁeciéllAésembly on Palestine, and representatives will find
a considerable modification of the first, particularly with

reference to the third paragraph, which is not contained in

" ‘this one. This consists of the following :

/"The Elected Assembly

a
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"The Elected issembly of the Jewish Community
Pclestlne, 2t its Session on 20-22 Msy, 1947, pessed a
vce.e of sincere eppreciation and thanks to the
rcpresentatives of the Jewish lgency for thelr appearance
before. - the United Hations Spcecial nssenbly on F?lestlne.

"The Elected “ssembly identifies itself with their
rerudiation of the policy of the Mandatory and with their -
presentation of the claims of the Jewlsh Feople to the
restoration of its’ independence’ in its hlst‘rlu home-
l~nd, namely, to a Jewish State.

"The Elected lLssembly referds this solution as the
surest way to ferming a berll of friendship botu.een the
Jewish Fecple, and the Flestine Lrabs ond neighbouring
countries. ) .

"The Elected lssembly strongly cmphasises the luties
incumbent upon the Mendatory, so lonz as it bears the
rbs“nnsibility, to fulfil its fundamental undertakings

snd to glve the Jewish nation its full rlght to immi-
g;atlon end settlement in its homeland

This resolutlvn was acﬂwtnd by 67 votes ag:. inst 23,

with 14 abstentions. Those who vgted agrlnst were the

Ltb ur Unity grcur and the H Smer Hatzalr. . The Elected

. ~ssembly numbers 171 dele~ates and its ccmno=lt10n is

given here in figures; two—th1rd§ of the Llected

.5sembly bel:ng tc the GencralgFéheration of Jewish Labour;

the remaining one;third is cgg;csed of representatives

of the rgllglous ond General Zionists, forming the right
wing of ‘the lLssembly. /. further point which requires ..
1llustraulon is the question.Of the particular reason

for the rclatively low rate of veting at tho last.elpcticné?
in.1944. On this point T would make the fcllowing ex-
_planation,

Since the establishment of the Elected Assembly - 3

-

the rate of rurt1c1pc~tlon 1n the elections has been betwaen

57=77 per cent cf thc total. .t the last elections the ,

rate was 67 per cent, One of the reascns for this

i

frelatively. e
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relatively low rate is the asbstention of certain groups of electors, who
insisted.upon changes in the present electoral law, a demand which was not
acceptable to the majority of'the’Elected Assenbly.
V. CHAIRMAN: I thank you, Dr. Eliash and Dr. Katznelson.
PUBLIC HEARING CF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CHIEF RABBINATE
n CHATRMAN: The next item on the Agenda is the public hearing of
represent atives of the Chief Rabbi. I‘underétand,the Chief Rabbi, Dr.
Herzog,will speak first, and I invite him toltake a seat at-the table.
(Dr Herzog took a seat at the table).
CHIEF RABBI DR. HERZOG: To plead the spiritual cause of my people,
I have the honour to apvear befbre‘you as the representative of the Chief
Rabbinate of the Holy Land. As spokesman of the religion of Israel, which,
to us, is so dear, sosacred, in the name of the Thorath Israel, of the

Talmud in the widest signification of that, to us, so majestic, so awe-ins-

‘piring a term, in the name of the Torah which embodies our fundamental
| _national Fharter, our oldest title is Eretz Israel or Palestine as the Land
of Israel. .
The recent tragic events in Palestine have placed the physicial
k'Sufféring of the Jews in the forefront of internationsl discussion. Yet
this is only the external aspect of that timeless issue, The basic cause
of our suffering ié our hdmelessness for the past two thousand &ears, and
that bitter homelessness inwlves not 6nly the torment of the body but also
the suffering of the spirit, of what we call in Hebrew Shechina. The
Jewish national revivel, of which you have seen the evidence in your travels
* in this countnv; has its ultimte roots in the realm ofv the spirit. It
remresents a new phase, in a sense of culmination, of that unique phenomenon

of faith and suffering which is Jewish history.

**y .
fﬂfreedom from everlasting demendence upon goodwill and tolerance, but above

.

all, freedom from spiritusl bondage. Our mtional history, which begins with

. . e 2 /the Divine

»
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the Divine redemption of our people from Egyotian slavei‘y, is something
unique, without parailel in the annals of man, In a pilgrimage of forty
years under the scorching sun of the Sinai Desert, far away from the
“habitations of men, their/ﬁlemories still fresh with the lesson of man's in;
humanity to man, their souls exalted by the impact of manifest pAroviden.ti;'L-‘
guidance, our ancestors were vouchsafed that communion with the Div;'me s |
that revelation, which has for 211 time determined our pllace in history.

The nessage of the snirit was no abstract formula. Itlc.:a'lled for
translation into the living reality of a national 1life in a concreté v]and.
The record of that national life, its endeavours, achievements and failings,
has become the textbook of humanity. In pursuit of this ﬁoly missioﬁ, ‘we
have endured a martyrdom tha£ has no parallel in the history of the natiqhs; )
The present return is but the latest phase of that unending quest. It is a.
protest against an exile which is sc‘orching our soul as it is brea,kiﬁg our
body. We are seeking new roots in mother earth so that the soul of our
people may live anew, We are seeking them in the and of oﬁxi fathers, in.
the land in which so much that is sacred an deaf to us firsf took shape and
form, The survival of the Jewish people represents a case which is gui
gereris, There is no marallel to a people preserving its laws and ir;éti—
tutions, its language amd traditions, its attachment .to. the land of its’
origin, and the hope of its eventual return a_nd restoration during more thaﬁ -
eighteen centuries of dispersal all over the globe. The Jews are not the
only peovle, hoﬁ the only small peovnle, whose indeperdence was érushed bv :
mighty neighboufs Other nations suffered the same fate, but they reacted
differently ‘hen Imperial Rome drove the natiom into exile, the Jews .
might have accepted defeat and disappeared in the melting vpot of the Oriental
and Hellenistic civilizations surrounding them. Or, alternatively, they . ,""

x

might have left the country en masse and set up their comménwealth in

¢

anot her part of “the Middle East, as did other nations before and after them.
The Jews did neither. ‘ Tﬁéj chose a. very different course.. Their - -

N : Aami /state
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state had been destroyed, their sanctuary burned to the ground, many
thousands had been sold into slavery, the great families decimated by

| executions, the méss éf the people pauperized, Emigration offéred the only
alternative to extinction. A remnant remained, clinging stubbornly to the
agqestral.soil, but the bulk of the nation went into exile. Jews they were,
vand Jews they r emained wherever fate dispersed them. They never gave up
their ﬁatioﬁél idéntity and their religious.heritage. Not a1l phases of
jtheir‘longbexile were periods of~suffering“ At times - as, for instance,
in Moslem Spain - they enjoyed a considerable measure of . freedom and
economic Drosperity: But even then they never ceased to cling with their
heart and soul to the country which for all time remained to them the Eretz
Israel, "Land of‘Israel." ‘ ‘

What is the source of this urbreaksble attachment¢ It is the ex- .
perience of the spirit whose immact is recorded in the mges of the Bible
and in our post-Bibliecal sacred literature. It is this experience which
kas for all time moulded the character and destiny both of the Jewish
people ard of Palestine. .. .. .

My friends, it. has become fashionable in this cynical age to make
light of matters of the spirit and our case has been a principal sufferer
from the séulless interpretation of historiml record. I was deeply paiﬁed
to see in the Supplement to the "Survey o{/Péiestine" which was presented
to you by the vaernmsnt of Palestine, an account of Ji/ish history in .
Palestine which seeks to reduce the glorious pages of the Bible to a
miserable recital of tribal worship and ﬁribal warfare. The 0ld Testament
is qudted as a record of the vicissitudes and the trials undergone by the
Hebrews during their rule of Palestine which is arbitrarily fixed at one
thotisand years, but there is no word to indicate what that veriod signified
in spiritual and cultural termsi Whilg this Survey gives every detail of

- the sacred associations of Palestine for. Christians and Moslems,. it is

) completely silent on the message of Hebrew provhecy which went cut from

/these
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these hills. Tt has nothing to say f the moral challenge of Tsaiah and
Jeremiah, of Amos and Micah, of the "ery from the depths" of th’.e Hebrew -
Psalmist, of the heart-searching and inspiring message of Job, of the
pristine beauty of the Book of Ruth, of the anguish of the Lamentations,

No mertion is made of the high level of political, economic and cultural
life which flourished in the golden age of Hebrew rule and to which modern
exXcavation bears ever-increasing testimony. Not a word is said of the

great academies founded by the Men of the Great Assembly at the beginning
of the rebuilding of the second Temnle, nothing of the great developments of
the nost-Biblical era, as recorded in the Mishnah and the Tain}gd.

On contemplating this wathetic vacuum of the Pa]&s({r;s Government ,
one cannot help feeling that a3 good deal of the failure of the Govemment.‘s‘
handling of present-day problems may be explained by its unslympathetic- s
uncomprehending and shallow intervretation of Jewish history.

The first Hebrew Commonwealth was destroyed by the overwhélming” -
might of the Chaldean Emnire‘. The bulk of the nations was carried into
Babylonian ceptivity, but from the first hour of their exile theg-r never
ceased to pray for their return. They refused to accept an alien land as
their home, "If I forget’'thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her
cunning, Let my tongue cleave unto the roof of my mouth if I remember thee

not, if I'set not Jerusalem above my chiefest joy." Even before they were

driven into exile, their eventual return had béen wredicted to them in

j pronhetlc messages of unsurpassed fervour- "I w1ll ret urnjthe capti v1ty of

; my people and they shall build the waste c:Ltles and mhab it them" - thus

v

had been the divine message throﬁgi Amos , the Shevherd of Tekoa. ,Jeremiah,
the agonized witness of the destruction of Jerusalem, sent a message,,from

his Egyptian exile to the capbives in Babylon: "Again will I build thes,

4

and ‘thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel,.. Behold I will gather them

N

from thé uttermmost patrts of .the earth. They shzll come with weeping and

I

with sapnlications will I lead them... And their soul shall be as a watered
garden.V
/On the



iR e ol A b S A/ 2P V. <0

22 ‘

On the ascendancy of the Persian Empire under the great Cyry/é the.

Second Rebuilding began. It continued after the . destruction of the former
by Alexander the Great, until Palestine fell.under.:é]e sway of Syria, whose
rulers tried to break the spirit of the nation and /Héllenize the country.
The attempt led to the great rel® fous and national revolt of the Maccabeans,
%ich result in the re-establishment of the Jewish kingdom all over Palestine
- and Trans-Jordan, and which gave rise to a.new era of spiritual creative‘ness
and material prosperity that lasted until Imperial Rome conquered Judsea.

~ The .Romans adopted a volicy of nénression and atirivion which forged
the bulk of the nation into exile. Thus began its national martyrden, but to
whatever mrt of the globe they were driven, they maintained the memory of
Zion with a fierce tenacity. They did not éive .up their sacred title deeds
to their return It was from the pages of the Bible and »ost-Biblical
literature that they drew strength in the .vicissitudes of exile and those
'cages v1br'3.ted with the atmosvhere of Palestine The memories of the land
and its clime, its forests and vineyards, its cities and palaces, and above
all, of Jerusalem and its sanctuary, became an integral part of the
consciousness of the Jewish people. That is why the Jews never disappeared
as a distinctive entity That is why they never attempted te build for
themselves a national political life anywhere else. For the sake of Ctheir
spiritual_ herifage , they assumed the terrible burden of exile. They did so
bec_ause they could not do otherwise.

'Tl‘hev wove the memory of Zion into every phase of their personal and
commt%nal lives. From the cradle to the grave religious rites, pravers and
benedictions associated the Jew with the mational Destruction and the hope
of the Return. At the in: - .'s initiation into the Abrahamic covenant
prayers are recited that he might be granted to go in pilgrimage to. Jerusalem.
At the wedding ceremony the nrayer is uttered that "Soon may there be heard
in the cities of Judaea and.in the streets of Jerusalem the voice of joy and
gladness, the woice of the bridegroom and of the bride, that 7ion may re-.

gather in her midst her languishing children." At the burial a handfu? of

Jegrth
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earth from the soil of Pales%ine is placed.under the head of the dead so
that he might rest in the ancestral sai13 What efforts were not made by
poor Jews in every age to secure the small sack of Palestinian earth to be
placed in their graves. BExhumation of the dead ié, generally speaking,
prohibited in ow religion but for the ournose of re-burial in Paléstine it
is not only permitted but encouraged. Wherever the Jew prays he turns his
face towards Jerusalem, Palestine! In our liturgy, in the daily prayers and
benedictions, Zion and Jerusalemn and the nrayer for-the ingathering of thé
exiles and the rebuilding of Jerusalem hold a central nwlace, . The devout
Jew would rise at midnight and sit on the floor, his head covered with ashés
to mourn the destruction of Jerusalem and wray for the restitution of her
glory In prayers of mystical ‘ecstasy Zion is described as the "mothen
waiting for the return of her scattéred children," as "the mourning widow
refusing to be consoled; "Next vesar in Jerusalem" is the conclusion Bf the
solemn rituals of the Passover Night and the Day of Atonemént  In’disﬁant:
lands we mray for rain and dew when Palestine needs them. Our gréate5£ ‘
pos+-télmudic authority, Maimonides, asserts that the validity of th¢>J§y;§h,
calendar, fixing the holy festiﬁalrénd“the Da& ;f Atdﬂé;;nt,.which is |
binding on Jews all over the world, denends ulti.ately upon tﬂe presence
of a Jewish community in Palestine which, if not a fact de jure, always
remains the centre of Jewish religious authority. In Jewish law, a congréte
law, a husband could compel the wife and vice versa, the wife could cdmpei‘
the husband, under such legal sanction as was available, to migrate to
Palestine.

In the same way the longing for Zion mervaded the Hebrew litera%ﬁre.
Though the Jews everywhere acquired the language of their environment,
Hebrew remained their medium of nrayer, study and literary exoression. The
returﬁ to Zion was equally a central theme in Jewish legal, mystic and
homiletical li%eraturefz Laws- and rreceots apolying to:the seil and its
produce ir’ Palestine fommed thé subject of -deen study and research irithe

4

/Diaspora.
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Diaspora. In fact the whole framework of Palestine life was kept in
existence in institutional form so thatvit'might be set into motion again
when th? ﬁoufiéf the Return came,

All their existence was rooted, as it were, in a distant land
‘whieh few evef had’ a chance of seeing with their own eyes. For whether
Palestine was under the sway of the Byzantines, the Arabs, the Crusaders,
Vthe Mongol invaders, the Mamelukes or the Turks, there was never any chance
of a Jew1sﬁ mass return  Tpat chance has only come in owr generation,. and
it has not failed to be grasned. But at all times individual Jews or
grouvs made the "ascent" {the "Aliya") to the Holv Land and there were
perlods when the longing for the return flared uv in Messianic movements
of fierce ecstasy which shook the whole framework of Jewish life in the
DiasporéQ v
| The mysﬁical flame has not died out; it is alive everywhers in
th; effort of reconstruction which you see springing un in this country.
-To say. ndthinz of the orthodox settlements and of the hundreds of synagogues

[y

‘Fw{ and rellglous 1nst1tut10ns, 1t is my firm conv1ct10n that beneath! all'the

R T T e [ j
_~~external trapplngs of the natlonal rebulldlng there surges an 1ntense lohging,

~L} ‘not only for a rsfuge but no less so for a spiritual regenerstion. . This
yearning has round expression in the renaissance of the Hebrew language
‘and. literature but no less so in a marked deZree in the revival of religious
study and research in the ever-growing number of the Yishuv‘g‘outétanding
religious colleges, including the greatest in the worla, whose number far
exceeds the nroportion of the Jewish ponulation in Palestlne. Zion has al-
feady become the centre of sacred glearning for world Jewry. Monumental
réligiosiegal nablications have bee:: started here which seem to foreshadow
the f&lfilﬁent of the nrorhecy that "out of Zion éhéll g0 forth the law,
;natth;:wérd of God from Jerusalem" The Palestine Chief Rabbinate, about
which.my revered colleague will speak to you shortly, is one further
iJlustration of thiS‘develonﬁent."Unfrienjly critics sometimes describe

-+ our’mational effort as a viece of secular materialism. Nothing is further

e
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from the truth. As my saintly mredecessor, Rabbi Kook of blessed memory,
repeatedly declared, consciously or unconsciously, the new builders are
inspired by the ideal of old. That ideal, we feel convinced, we fervently
believe, will ultimately come to shape the life and the outlook of the ﬁhole
Jewish community.

-There are enemies of our necple whe affect a pseudo-spiritual
concern for its religious future, and go about saying that all the Jews need
is a so-called "soviritual centre", a great religious academy, a university,
a central Rabbinical Synocd, but no lénd, no settlements, no towns, no
industry, no~commonWea1th.

Here I stand to give the lie to thesé hyvoocritical assertions.
Sniritual life, narticularly in the case of our neople, cannot flouriéh
if it is divorced from ggalitv‘ We cannot be creative unless our lives
have roots in the soil The Jewish-Sabbath,. thc central Dillar»of'Judaism,
is crumbling to vnieces in the Diasvora under the weiqhﬂ of nresen£—day‘
economic conditions amd the stress of minority existence. The nreservation
of Judaism in its religious asnect, to sav nothing of the national and
historic asnects, denends in no small measure on the revival of a Jewish
cormonwealth in Palestine. Nor only our religious schools, colleges and ..
academies, but also our villages and settle.ents are dear tous. Our
religious and national aspirations find their most significant expression
in the building of Jewish religious academies alongside agricultural . .
settlements. . -

It is this inter-weaving of phvsical reality with the life of the
snirit, this sanctification of human effort, which constitupes our dis-
tinctive contribution or rather, one of our distinctive contributiqns,»fo-‘
the stock of civilized mankind. Tt was this idea of a Jewish spiritual
renaissance based on a national restoration which insnired the manv non- -
Jewish friends‘and sunﬁorters of the Zionist. cause from the age of the
English Puritans to the days ofvamon, Shaftesbury and George Eliot.: it -
was these ipsnired Christian Zionists who naved the way for‘the adoption of

\ e
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the nplicy of the Balfour Declaration in our own day. Leading .-mal'icam‘

‘divines like the late \rchbishons oi‘ Canterbury, Dr Land and Dr. Temgi

and religious laymen 1like Lloyd/(}eorge and Lord Balfour, were ardent sup-
porters of Zionism. When, in 1937, the Royal Commission, in nroposing
oartjtion, excluded Jerusalem from the area of the Jewish State, the late

Ayrchbishop Dr. Landl made a statemert in the House of Lords from which I
¢ . .

. should like to quote here:

" WPhere is one point here on which I feel the Jews have some
legitimite grievance in the nroposals made by the Royal Com~
mission, That is the wosition of Jerusalem itself. It
seems to me extremely difficult to justify fulfilling the ’
ideals of Zionism by excluding them from any nlace in Zion.
How is it noss:.ble for us not to sympathise in this matter
‘with the Jews ? We all remenmber their age—long resolve,
lament, and longing:

'If I forget thee, 0 Jervsniem, let my right hand
forget its cunning.™’

They cannot forget J éru'sélem;"

- And finally nermit me to quote Lord Bf}éur hﬁnself In the great
sneech- which he made on the tenth anniversary of his historic declaration,
he said words on the sniritual asvects of Zionism which are very opvosite
to these days when the effort is made to reduce the Jewish question to a'
merely humanitarian concern for disvlaced refugees: "I could never have
thrown myself" said Lord Balfour, "with the enthusiasm which I have alwaw
felt for this cause into it if it had been merely a question of taking out
of most unhaomy conditions a certain number of the Jewish race and re-
planting them in the land of their forefathers. If it had been merely that,
I should have been, I hove, nh enthusiast for the cause. But I think it is
going to be much more than that. I hone and I believe that the highly
endowed meovle who have done so much for Western civilisation in some of the

highest walks' of human effort will do even more, if you give them the chance,

. in the original land of their inspiration, to carry out the work side by

side with all the great civilised nations of the world - the chance to work

. \ ‘
side by side with them for the common advancement of knowledge".

/Humanity
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Humanity stands at the crossroads of hisfory and there is no greater
challenge to it than the Jewish problem 4 oromising beginning has been made
in this countrv towards the solution of that age-old problem, but the light
from Zion shines against the background of the terrible catastrophe which:_
has befallen our people in Europe I spentbsix months last year visiting
the remnants of our people on the European continent wandering amidst the ashe
heaps of what was ten years ago a third of Israell I saw the fine work
UNRRA had done for them and I would like to take this opportunity of reco%ding

4y deep appreciation of thelr devoted efforts and of expressing the hope that

! e e e e i de Al

 the new organisation I.R.0. will maintain that noble tradltlon}of succour
as long as 01rcumstances call for 1t. But these camés cammoet continue.
Conditions in them have almost reached breaking-point. Nothing material .

can console the mother whose baby was torn from her breast by mad dogs in
Belsen or Dachau, or the orphans who saw their parents buried alive and the
ground heaving afterwards from their agonised movements These well-nigh»
lost remnants must be rehabilitated in spirit, and that rehabilitation can’
only be effected among their own people in the land for which their-spift
longé and where the tormert of the past will be forgotten in building the’
future,

I urge upon you, Gentlemen, to visit these camps and to see the
position for yourselves. These peovle have endured what no human being has
ever been called upon to suffer, and it seems to me essential that those who '
have come to investigate the Palestine question should carry awﬁf with them
also g direct impression of that most acute aspect of the problem. For let
there be nqﬁistake abaut it: these Jewish survivors in Europe are an
integral part of the political scens of Palestine:/flt is for their sake, no
less than for ours, that we plead that the NE}pgfganer'be aholished and a

political settlemert be made that will enable their speedy transfer to

¢

Palestine,

[y

\nd while I am on this point, vpermit me to deal with one special issue
which has been repeatedly raised in connection with the provosed volitical

P . /settlement -
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settlement. It has been alleged that if a Jewish Commonwealth were to be set

up in tbz.s country, non-Jewish I‘ellglons would be adversly affected t.herebv

\4

On this p01nt I should like to repeat what I said last year to the Anglg7Amerlcan

Committee., We, the Chief Rabbls of Palestine, stand here to declare that the §
| Jewishineople w1ll not 1n anv form whatsoever seek to 1mnose its religion or
. traditions on people of other falths by force, by persuation, by legislation or
by any other means. In the Jewish Commonwealth every community will have full
autonomy in administering its religious and cultural affairs in accordance with
its traditions'wifhin a framework similar to that oprovided for in the Mandate.
Every community will administer freely its own institut}éns without any inter-
ference whatsoever on the wvart of ihe State~, The gglz:iszse of the several
: religions sheuld be‘under the guardianshin of those to whom they are sacred.
Mr. Chairsmn and Gentlemen, ycu are about to sit in ]udgment on a case
: which is without precedent or parallel, on a case which is unigue Judge us not,
I solemnly appeal to you, by ordinary canons. Forget your books of law and
jurispfudenee. Forget all the talk and all the thougﬁﬁof proscription and
b'ousting, and so on, All this will not help us in the ieast
Yoﬁ have before you a case for which there is no precedent. You are at

tkis critical point to decide whether that great history of the vneople called

. Israel, that four thousand-year-old-history, which has given to mankind two

~ great religions, which has given to humanity the moral and spiritual outlook of
"the world, which has given to humanity that great ideal of everlasting peace --
which, alas, we have not yet reached -- whether that great, wonderful history of
@his unique veople shall lose itself in the gigantic ash-heaps, in the immense
‘mass graves of six million Jews, includine 1,200,000 babes and sucklings, or
whether that history shall nOW'pring issue in something great and noble, which
» will fom part and varcel of a great divine plan in the history of mankind.
’ I am at the end of my remarks The world is again going through the
-~crueible of change Comon men and women in all lands long for peace and for a
Jrevival of the spirit We need to rediscover the basic truths on which all true

- 01v1113at10n rests -=- the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. Peace

’and justice are 1nd1vlslb1e The world will not find its peace until it
- e

S
’
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relieves its conscience of this grave burden -- the homelessness of one of
: , ‘ ,

the most ancient of its peoples,-

I pray to our Father in Heaven that your deliberations may heip '_:'Ln

bringing about a lasting solution of that most grievous and most éhaller_lging

problem of our day.
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CHATRMAN : I thank you, Your Eminence.
I recognize His Eminence, Rabbi Ben Zion Ouziel.
(Rabbi Ben Zion Ouziel, Richon-Le-Zion, Chief Rabbi of Palestine, spoke

in Hebrew. No interpretation of his speech was made, but the following

‘translation was distributed, )
RABBI BEN ZION OUZIEL : It is a point of honour for us to extend to you

at the outset our Sincefe welcome on your lmportant appearance in the Holy

City~offJerusa1em, the city of God, to take up yoﬁr evalted and‘most responsible

task wﬁich is‘se vital for'the peace of Israel and the peace of the world. May
~ you be blessed, the distinguished emissaries of all the nations of the world,

who are also, according to our conviction, the emissaries of Goé, the ruler of

all kingdoms and the King of the world,

We hope and pray that the Almighty will bless your work which is designed

to:put an end to the martyrdom and wanderings of the people of Israel that have
”bqen continuing now for two thousand years, and to restore to them their
freedom and ﬁheir peace of mind, their land, their state and their dignity
among all the nations of the world, as befits a nation so ancient that has
‘given law and ethics to all the nations of the world and has made weighty and
substantiai contributions to all field of human ehdeaVour, to science,>learning
and social progress,‘even in the‘course'of their long dispersion, while they
were driven from one country to another and from one nation to another, We
pfay‘that the Almighty will extend His divine grace and countenance to your
work, will guide you in the path of truth and impart His wisdom to you, so
- that your names will be blessed and p;aised forever after,
Your Excellencies, on_?éha;f,Pf.all,ﬁbéyq§wish“99m@g2}3;§s_wh;9p\§E§»§pill

extant throughout fthe Jewish Diaspora, including the Sephardic communities in
¥

~=thé Middle East and in European countries and the United States of America as
A fwell as of those Jewish communities which have been completely destroyed, and
. on behalf of the millions of the sons of Israel who' have Been savagely

/massacred
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massacred by the Nazis and their satellites before the eyes of all the nations
who watched passively the shedding of their innocent blood, we join our |
voice to that of the Palestine Yishuv and of the supreme bodies of the Jewish
- community of Palestine and to the voice o7 the people of Iéraél in theif
dispersion, and their accredited representatives - the members of the Jewish
Agency. We appeal to you with an outcry which comes out of the depths of our>;
heart, and from a suffering of thousands of yesrs of dispersion, and |
humiliating wandering, and say to you: Palestine 1s unique among,all‘thel;*;-
countries of the world as the land on which the providential countenance has
been concentrated, a country of which it was said in the Scriptures: "the eyéél‘
of the Lord thy God are always upon it from the beginning-of the year even,‘ 
unto the end of the year," It was therefore %reeminently distinguishéd and
made unique as the cradle of prophecy in which the prophets of Israel, whg ére ge
the prophets of all menkind, prophesied on-Israel, their dispersion and.their‘
redemption, and on all the nations of the world, and who proclaimed the adveﬁf
of peace on therbasis of truth and righteousness, and whose propheéiq mesgages‘
have remained and will remain forever after the treasured spirituai heritagé -
of Isrzel as well as of all mankind, This land which is held in sacred
veneration by all nations and all faiths was given to Israei as their
perpetual possession, through the first Patriarch of our nation, as thg
Scriptures said: "And T will give unto thee and to thy seed the land wherein
thou are a stranger, all the land of Canaan for an everlastiﬁg‘possession." ;
By a miracle, the sons of Israel took possession of the country on their
entry into it under their leader Joshua, as slso much later, under Ezra and e
Nehemiah, S
The Romrns who conquered and usurped all nations have also conquered,thisA
country by their sword. Since then it has been the wish of the Almighty,
enunciated thro&gh the mouth of ouf lawgiver Moses, that the people of Israel ‘
should be scattered and-disperseth "And the Lord shall scatter thee among all

/Peoples from



&
:
f

peoples from the one end of the earth even unto the other." But so strong was

;thelr unbhakeable fzith in the d1v1ne promlse (“That then the Lord thy God

: w1ll urn thy captivity and have compassion upon thee and will return and

gather thee from all the nations whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee,

And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy f: .aers possessed
and then shall possess it, and He will do thee good and multiply theg above
: ﬁhy fathers.ﬂ) that the people of Israel have never abandoned their hope and

éspiration to return to their land.

In their firm faith in the law of Israel which is the eternal law, Israel
have never acquiesced and will never acquiesce in the rave of their country and
their freedom by violence. That is why there was no time in history when
Jewish settlement ceased in theeland of Israel which has been designated "the
land'of life", for there is no iife for the people of Israel without the land
of Israel. .

For centuries after tﬁe destruction of the Second Temple there was a mass
settlement of Jews in Jerusalem in defiance of Emperof Hadrieng prohibitiom
which decreed that any Jew who set foot on the scil of Jerusalem.would be liable

to the death penalty, There was also a large Jewish settlemeﬁt in Galilee,

which constituted the bulk of the Jewish population of Palestine. That dynamic
" community of Galilee engeged in agriculture end- domestic industries, and

cultivated its legal and cthical literature which was crystallised by the

comp031t10n of the Mishnah and the "Jerusalem Talmud", After the Spanish Exile
that Yishuv received important and valuable accretions from among the exiles

who included some of the most eminent rabbinical authorities, Thus reinforced,
that community has revived the Yishuv in Galilee and Jerusalem and has cultivatel

our elaborate legsl and mystical literature vhich culminated in the composition

) Qf the "Shulhan Aruch" (the Jewish Code of Conduct) and in the standard works

}fof Jewish mysticism,

Notwithstending the persecutions and the anti-Jewish decrees, the libellous

’ccusatLons levelled at us, and the inhuman treatment to which we

Juers 2gubietted
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were subjected, end in spite of the life‘of ﬁisery and agony which
we were compelled to lead-ond in which has beensfulfilled thé most
bitter prophecy of the Pentateuch: "And among these nations shalt
thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy fooL hﬂve rest" and_‘ﬁ
the vision of the prophet of our dlspers1on:- Miherefore 1 gave them )
also statues that were not good and judgments whereby they'should'n&f
live", it was thenks to the wonderful divine will that we managed to
survive in our dispersion as well as to exist in the divine land in
which, and particularly in Jerusalem, a Jewish settlement survived,

for as the great Maimonides wrote, "it was far from the will of God

that the sons of Israel should be absent from Palestine in which it

_was promised to them that the signs of nationhood would never dis=

e

¢

‘énd basic foundgtlon of ‘the Balfour Declaration. That "1 how Jewish |

i,, - N e
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icomnands of Jewish law" Wthh eypressly forbade such desertlon, save

appear.” '

Absorbed by this faith, our forefathers took an ocath of alle-
giance and fidelity totheir land: "If I forget thee O Jerusalem,
let my right hand forget her cﬁnning";‘ we have lived up to that o?ﬁh |
of fidelity throughout the generations of ouf dispersion, and have‘
remembered the Holy Land in our thoughts and our actions and in ali
our movements, and religious even in the last momen.s of the life of
every dying Jew, by scattering the dust of Palestine into his éyeé,
and have passed it on te our children and to poséerity.‘ |

No Jew or Jewess has ever agreed of his or her own free will$too:
remove his.or her residence from Palestine to’a.foreign country, bé-»

cause of his (or her)love of the country and hlS obealence to the ,”;M
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where a Jew is exposed to famlne or is in aenger of his life.

(Maimonides. Kings. ¥, 5, 6)

" Durdng the last few decades, the people of Israel throughout\
their dispersion were inspired by the Almighty God, and driven to go

to the land of their forefathers, rebuild it end bring its wilderness

back.to life. That was the origin of the modern agriculturel settle~ |

ments which were established before World War I, which were the méin f

wg 5-
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_ immigréﬁidh'from‘all parts of the Jewish Diaspcra turned to Palestine

v ]

in fulfilment of the prophet's prophecy: "Who are those that fly as
a cloud and as the doves to fheir windows??

All Isceel, ia Paiestine as well as in the Diaspora, had hoped
to see in the Balfour Declaration which was given by His.Majesty's o
Governuent the continuation of the famous declaration given by Cé;ﬁs }
to our forefathers. Inspired by that declaration and driven by theiy
faith, Jews ceme to Palestine singly and in groups from all parts of -

., the world. By the gféce of God we built entire and well equipped
towns, villages and agriculturai settlements, including some that
based their life entifely on religious foundations.

. We built gfeat houses of religious worship in which thousands
of our people pursue daily their religious studies and offer their |
prayers, and a network of religiocus schools, elementary, secondary
and high (Talmud Torahs ahd Yeshivoth) was established in all parts

- of the country in which laws and JeWish tfaditions were taugﬁt and

4

cultivatéd. ‘ o ,

Thanks to the concentrated efforts of the individﬁal ahﬁhthe
COmmunity, we restored to life and prosperity arid andAwaste lénds
which we acquired justly and fairly, we tdpped}the unde;ground
waters hitherto unexplored and unused; so that tﬁey might turn into
\a’bléssing the unirrigated land which was a curse to the people of
the country. The fertility thereby re. " to the soil of Palestine
is a living monument of the initiative -.d energy of our picmeering
bretheen, and testifies to the truth of the biblival appelldtion of
the cbuntry as a land flowing with milk and honey. |

The gothering in this land of ail the scattered remnants of the
people of Israel brougii. about the ﬁnion and rallying of theipeoéle,
by the resuscitation of their original Hebrew language, the language
Sf fhe Prophets, which has comekto be used again both as the vernacu-
lar of the peorle and as the language'of lite#ature? learhing and |

research, and it js yearly making substantial strides in both direc-
' ' /tions. It 5
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tions. It has also resu;ted in the wonderful pohesion‘and crgan'zaj
tion of all the Jews of ralestine .: r the aegis of the "Kne et
Israel™ (The Jewish Community of Falestine) which is distinguished’
for its union. , |

During the period which has elapsed since the issue of the_Bal-x
four Declaration a very important comuunal development has taken
place in the form of th® fusion of the two tribes of Israel, the
Sephardim and Ashkenazim, who through the curse of the Diaspcra have
had to lead a separate communal existence in the Bast as well as in‘-

the Wwest, ‘ ‘
During the term of office of the first High Commissioner, oﬁf
Eo-religionist Sir Herbert Samuel, a combined Rabbil 'c;l Council
(bepter known as The Chief Rabbinate) was constituted under fhe join%
presideﬁcies of two Chief Rabbis, one each represent&ng the Sephardic
and Ashkgnazic comaunity respectively. That Council acts as a re- |

ligious Court of appeal which hears appeals from ll]ocal rubblnlcal

offices, exercising Jjurisdiction in all such cases as are within 1ts :
jurisdiction under Palestine Or@rr-in-Council, 1922, as wcll,as acting as an

arbitration community under the Jewish gommunity Rules, 1926.°
The re-constitution of that important body is regarded by us -

as the fulfilment of the biblical prophecies which envisaged the re-
demption of Zion through the processes of justice and rlghteousness(
administered by Jewish Judges. ' It is also & fulfilment of the vL31on
of the prophet who foresaw the foregathering of all the tribes of 4.ﬁ
Israel and their fusion into one united nation.

To our great distress, however, obstacles were placed by the
Government of Palestine in the way of the realization of these nobléf
prophetic vis;ons, the'Government'having iimited and restricted théif
jurisdiction of the Rébbiﬁate and confined it to Palestine citizens;_{
and'wonse stili, fto those of them who are officially members of th@é,f

recognized community (Knesset Israel), a curtailment of rights which

never exiéted throughout thé'history of the Jewish people. e

venture to express our ‘hope that that defect will be made good by

/conferrlng on wQ
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;~coﬁfgrring oh“JéwiSh religious courts full'ﬁurisdiction applicdhle
to all ‘Jews of Palestine, similar to that which was- conferred on
Féalem religious courts.

- In those years of intensifiedJewish effort which brought a

: blessing.to the cruntry and all its people? we have never found real
;est'ahd quiet, and our work w%é:disturbed by the riots and dis-
turbances launched by our nn%é.neighbours, with whom .we have“alWays

lived and intend to live in relacions -of amity, These disturbances

b}followed the continuous insﬁigétion which was helped by outside

sources with malicious intent, and were designed to undermine and

vdestroy the work we have stafted with innumerable sacrifices of life

~and property, Tc these setbécks~must7be addec the raveges of the ﬁar
which have definitely retarded and slackened our work.. Some of'our
ancient settlements in the country have had to be abandoned,.e;g.,
:”Rﬁnieh, Shechem, Gaza, Hebron and Fekiin, while the Sa;éd community
hé% haﬁ”a miraculous and narrow escape. We were constrained to
S abandon a large area of our Jerusulem settlement bOO, because of the
denger to which we would have been exposed had we continued to live
 there.~These facts are additional evidence which points to the
fﬂexistehce of numerous othe. dJewish settleménts which were successivel

¥ and uuterly destroyed S0 utterly that notevenx*ellcs of Jewish .

“cemeterles could be found in their former 51tes. They W1ll also
Liexplaln the paucity of our number in the Palestine bef@reonrld War
- But our growth in this- .country and the expansion of our con-
gistructlve work in it point to the 1ntense and 51ngle-n1nded devotlon

_7df»our people to the revival of their ancient land; they also point

to the tremendous blessing in ell spheres of 1life which will directly

result from the return of Israel to thelr 4n01ent homeland from which

@trueiand permanent peace will radiate to all parts of the world.
It is with great distress, however, that we must record our
‘profound diSapp@ihtments at the ggnsténtly'incrﬁasing res;fictions,
R e ' e

s . ' / on immigration 4
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on immigration which have been decreed by the Mandatory Government,
restrictions which have culminated in the whige Paper that have
virtually invelidated a solemn international pledge, restricted our
settlement numerically and geographically, and purported to crystalli?
ouf community into a permanent mincrity, and, warse still, one thatui
will be clien in its own land, for the bulk of the country has been -
closed to Jewish settlement under that Wwhite Faper,

That ruthless and cruel measure has closed the country to score§
of thousands of our refuggee brethren who at the risk of their llves

had hoped to find safety in this country after having escaped the
barbarities and outrages of their cruel persecuters.

I cannot describe to you in words t@e tragic cealamity that has.t
befallen‘as 2s a result of the savagery of the Nazis and their satel;
lites. The story in all its bestiality is only too well known;.and':
anyohe born in the image of God must be filled with shame at éhe | ;
monstrous outsgées which have led to the extermination of six mil-
lion Jews and Jewesses, including children and infants, anmong whom
were some of the most learned and eminent of our people. Who knows
how many of our children still remain among non-Jews leading a life |
of captives and pfisoners? although over two years have elapsed
sincé the Armistice, nevertheless scores of thousands of our péopleﬁ
are still behind barbed wire in the concentration cgmﬁgfor wandering‘
aboit from place tc place without finding any rest for their weary
souls. Mention should be made of the anti-Jewish riots which weré
'organlzcd during the war and since V-Day in TrLéoll, ;/aq,zand /
E%Xpt and cf the rule of terror which prevails in Syria an@v/f—
ghanistan. These outbreaks were grim evidence of the present con-
dition of our brethren in those countries and of the even darker
future that awaits them there. In face of that tragic plight so
unique in its bitterness, that chgracterlses the llfe of Israel in
‘the years of their dispersion, Your uxcellen01es w1ll/better ap~

Preciate the justification for the outcry of Israel in their agony
o S ~ - o . . /when they

ey
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‘fwhen they appeal to the C1v1llsed world in words of 1eep humanlty |

 Have we not the same Father, the same God? Why, therefore, are we
sQ singled out and discriminated égainst? Why are we W6rse than
all nat10ns7. A

The one and only remedy is the restoration of Israel to t heir ?
:‘sﬁgte and their freedom in which they might develop and utilise
F their gifts, reconstruct the land and the soil by the sweat of their
brow for the good of all those who inhabit the land, without any
‘diécrimination, as we are commended by our law: "But the Strahger
kthét dwelleth with you shall be unto you &s one berm among you, and

thou shalt love him as thyself .. . and shall not vex him" (Leviticus

‘ 19 34)
" By the standard of those high ethical precepts, we shall treat

hour-nelgquﬁfs whom we recognise today, and shall hcreafter recognise

as full-fledged .‘itizens with absolutely equal rights as regards the

yﬂgxercise of their religious woféhip, the observance of their reli-
gion and all other civil rights. Restore Isragi to their land and
i)#ﬁaté, so that he might be a member of:the comii& of nations and
" meke his own épecific contribution to progress and'enlightenment fbr
,;his”an‘benefit aﬁd.for the benefit of thevwhole'WOrld. ) |
| Tﬁis statement gi&es;expressioh to some only of my feelings and
'my pain., I can only codclude with the prayer that you might bé the
iitrusty\ggents of Providenée, of the Gal of Israel who is the God of
: the Universe, so‘that by jour work, you shallfuifill the prophe:y
" of the prophet: "I will‘géﬁher them out of 211 countries whither I
~ have driten'them in ny anger and in my fury and in great wrath;.end
1 will bring tnem again 1nto this place and I will cause them to
'jdwell safely < .. I will re301ce over them to do them vood, and I
_,will plant thém in thls land, assured with my whole heart and my |
f whole soul " (Jeremlah 32.. 37, 41) |
| CHAIRMAN‘ I thank Your Eminence. , S

I am now g01ng to adjourn the. hearlng for ten mlnutes, but I

shall be obllged if Your hmlnencp would stay for the questlons that

/iy 2 . !‘ i
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The hearing' is adjourned for ten minutes. Lo

(The hearing adjourned for ten minutes.)

CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, t:= meeting is called to order. Will
His Eminence Chief Rabbi Dr. I. Herzog, and His Eminence Rabbi Ben
Zion Ougziel kindly come up to the platform.

(His Zminence Chief Rabbi Dr. I. Herzog and His
Eminence Rabbi Ben Zion Ouziel took their seats
at the table.)

CHAIRMaN: I, for my part, have no questions .to ask. Does
someone on the Committee want to ask some questions?

Sir sBDUR RaHiaN (India): Hr, Chairman, I have very great
respect for spiritual and religicus heads bf every comuunity, and
hold them in reverence. But, in my humble view, they should reméin
above politiecal controversies, 4nd, out of respect for their po-
sitions, I shall not put guestions in regard to political matters,
which were inter-mixed in their speeches, but would just put a few -
questions which do not concern politics.

Your Eminence, e£Z§$£ those who, although they were dnce Jews;

| now belleve 1n Chrlst as. .one of the Holy Trlnlty*'folfe,/u?ow@u{ cwéfa

i AT S TRy,

RnBBI HbRZOG I have the honour of replying to the distinguighe

‘Indian»delegate, Sir Abdur Rahman. 4 distinction must be drawn

between a good Jew and one who is not a good.Jew.‘ The adoption>@f,i5
another faith does not make’the Jew into a non-Jew from the JeWish;;w
religio-legal aspect. I will give you an instance: Marriage ‘
between a Jew and a non~Jew is, in our law, not valid. Marriage is z
a2 religious bond. The same thing is'true between a-Jew-and a o
Christian woman, or any other religion. ‘But, marriage between a
Jewess and a renegade Jew can only be dissolved through diyorcé'aS“*"
prescribed by the Laws of Moses. In short, "a Jew who:has’abandonedg 
Judaism for enother faith continues in a legal sense to be -a Jew;f-E;
but he is certainly not & goodeew - ﬁe.iS"é‘Tenégéde Jew, -

Sir sBDUR RaHMaN: VWould you therefore régarﬂ-éhfisf'aS*a‘Jew‘

/Rabbi Herzag
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RaBBI HeRZ0G: I do not know. f thlnk Slr Abdur Rahman, you

; {are treadlng upon very dellcate ground.' I do not thlnk-lt is ad—
A‘v1sable to 1ntroduce thls subgect But, of course He was a Jew.
Théresis,no.question“abduf\it that He was a Jew. ~ .

| . Sir ABDUR RaHuaN (India): What 'was the extent of the Kipgdoﬁé.:
~ of KingsvDévid and Solomon, peéce be ‘on their SEuié, in Palés£ine?.
f;‘  RABBI HﬁRZCG- Well, it was véry, very w1de. It extended
btpractlcally from Wadi el Arish into Syria. -I do not have a map
libefore ne just now, If ydu desire precise deﬁails.I'can let you
- have them, | o | | _ B ;
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India):. Please, ¥our Eminence. o
" RABBI HﬁHZQG:._DéviQ and Solomon - I can let you have it.
Sir géDUR RaHMAN (India){ Vhen did they rule\over_theéé
:3 coqntrie$° | f | |
- ‘RaBBI HuRZOG.“ About the 9th Century before the Chrlstlan era.
\ Sir ABDUR RnhUAN (Indla) By - last questlon is, Your Lmlnence
whlch of the trlbes grew out of Ishmael, son of Hagar and Abraham,
2 peace be on their souls° _
‘ RABBI HLRAOG You know that Ishmael and Isaax were the sons
- of Abraham.
© Sir aBDUR RaHMaN (India): I am only asking of Ishmael.
" RwBBI HuRZ0G: The Arabic tribes.

oo, Sir ABDUR RaHM&N (India): The arabic tribes were the outgrowtﬁ'
of Ishmael?’ | | -
¥ - RABBI HERZOG: Yes.

' Sir ABDUR R4HMAN (India): 4nd the fEdomites?

RABBI HERZOG: The ‘Edomites were the sons of fsau. LEsau was

:the son of Isaac, The kdomites. came from Esau, |
Slr ABDUR RthnN (Indla) The arab tribes were the outgrowth
‘of;Ishmael? | T

 RABBI HbRZOG | Ishmael ‘yes.

Slr ABDUR RnHLhN (In¢1a{. - That 1s all“

o ,w°.ﬁ‘-2j*f s ,/?[, bt o 2 GHATRMAN
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CHAIRMAN: Does any other_member want to pﬁt‘some,questions? ,;fk.

{No response) |

CHAIRRAN: Theﬁ, I thank your sminences. The next item on thé~
agenda is the hearing of}representatives of Agudath Israei. Will

Rabbis Lewin, Klein and Glikman-Porush come up on the platform.

Hearing of Representatives of agudath Israel

(Rabbis Lewin, Klein and Glikman-Porush took
their seats at the table.)

. CHAIRMAN: I recognize Rabbi I. M. Lewin (Chairman of Agﬁdatﬂ -
Israel). (Rabbi Lewin spoke in Hebrew.) , | |

RABBI I, M. LeWIN: In the name of World and Palestlne Agudath
Israel, I wish to welcome you here»and say how much we all hope phat
you may succeed in your task.. |

I think this is a first and unique event in histery of‘reore—‘
sentatives of fifty-five nations organised in the Uniteg Naﬁione
having come to the ﬁoly Land, to Jerusalem, in order to hoLj an en-.

quiry 1nto the question of Palestine and of the Jewish People.

we appear before you as the representatives of independentf
£EEEEEEEAJewry orgenised in agudath Israel in Falestine and all overfA
the world. . LR
It is our view that Divine Torah alone forms the eternal consti~>’
tution of the Jewish people, and that it, and it alone serves as |
the foundaticn and'eesence of therexistence of the Jewish people ésf\
the nation of the Lord;"ohat Torah alone is the soul andqbackbonefo£ 
that nation, and that whatever is formative in Palespine and‘within‘
{;the Jewish people cao be of lasting.value;and_can~have.a right of
- eXistence oniy inasmuch as it is connected With and flowing from,
vgthe Almlghty s Torah | V
This, our view, presents an unbroken tradltlon of above 3,000
- years, one that has for ever been absolutely based on~§he,B1ble;and |

“its teachings, both written and oral,\and tha;_is_indepehdent'and

/Juninfluenced, from
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nlnflgenced from any;other-spiritual foundatidn. In'making this

;hort address to'you, I should like-to assist you in solving the.

;difflcult problem in connectlon with which ‘'you have come here from

Ichls our p01nt of view,

Flrst of all: we declare the follom1ng to be our main asplra-

T{_Vﬁ‘iona in which we feel unlted with the entlre Jewish people.

.?’ The land oféIérael and the People of Israel form one complete
'ehtiﬁy forévér inseparable.’ In pfactiée we démand therefore, that
‘:the gates of the Holy Lapnd be opened to all Jews wishing. to come
3here that the absorpXive capacxty of the Land be ceveloped to
i‘the only p0561ble llmlt; and that a polrtlcal reglme“be estab=-
‘Qlished capable of guaranteeing free immigratioﬂ the development

_of the country and exploitaticn to the full of its absorptive

e = e e e e
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fcapac1ty.

You have been able to ascertain detalls of our demands in the
Ememérandum which we have submitted to the Committee.

' /This demand
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This demand of ours we hoid to be dictéted by Justice and mbrality, aﬁdrrﬁb
I should like to state reasons for my assertion. You will, gentlemen, befofg
going deeper into your assignment, have tolcléar your minds on the question
as to the essential meaning of what we call the "Jewish People,.!

May I, as & son of én old people, speak to yoﬁ in a language as peduliar1¥
singular as the People of Israel. | ’ | ' :

In 2,000 years this people has been quéé;;ng over the face of the eartﬁu“
and has failed to find a resting plaée unaér its feet; it has unaergonc tﬁe E
most hellish and inhuman sufferings and has been-tossed about the wheels‘bf
natiéns, rulers, governments, regimes and parties,

The forms of war against the Jews havé been varied, and eﬁil plané, '>‘
campaigns and persecutions have incessantly changed: but the People of Israeikk
has preserved its life and existence outliving its torturers and persecu£prs

who have vanished from the arena of History. You can'destroy or assimilate
large parts,'bﬁt no power in the world can liquidate it or bring-into oblivion'.
the living memory of its past.

Since mankind split into nations, when the world turned against its
Creator, the war of man against man has started. Then ross Abraham our Fathei
and demonstrated that there is a Divine Leader guiding the world, It was
Abraham our Father who revealed to the world its Creator, who brought the
Lord's message to mankind, To him the Lord promised that he should be father
.of that Israel, which wa- to fulfil a sacred destiny: "You are my witnesses,
éaith the Lord", QThis people T have created that they shall tell my glory";

- who shall go through History as the Lord's nation and demonstrate in their
very being and existence that theré is a Creaztor unto this world.

It has thus been the destiﬁy of Israel to realise in its life those great }

ethical principles laid down in the Torah and the messages of its Prophets. |

By far the greater part of-the Torah}s'precepts depends for realisation

on active settlement in the Land of Israel. In the Land of Isréel, and
' /nowhere else,

1 R



nowhere else, can Israel fulfil the mighty m;ssion with which the Almighty
‘has entrusted it.

The Land of Israel was promised to the first Jew, to Abraham our Fatheri
?"and from the day on which the Lord spoke: "For all the lard vhich thou seest,
‘to thee and to thy seed shall I give it until eternity", there has bgen woven
an eternal conneciion between the people of Israel and its Lord,

In the Torahy in the Prophets, and in the words of cur sages the idea
£inds forever recurring expression, that the fingl destiny of the land of
Israel as the Land of the Lord, and thé destiny of Israel as the People of the
Lord, which become realised only when joined togeﬁher, when both shall be bound
to the Creator of Heaven and Earth,

In this Land alone it is given to the Jow to reach spiritual elevation
and completion, Here men of israél haﬁc reached the extreme light. of human
achievement: Prophecy. Here tne Prophets have seen their visions. The air of
this our Land our great teachers of thé Law have bréathed,'those giant leaders
of the People of Isrzel, those greatest of its holy men,

That connection of the Jewisb people with Palestine has remained unbroken
also after our people's expg}s{g; from its soil by the Romans,

" There have at all times becn ﬁews'who left the comfort, or compsarative
comfort, of the countries of their dispersion and in often immediate danger of
life flocked to Jewish Land, land that was wastc and utterly destitute, The
degree of Israel's loyalty to its land was reflected in the land's loyalty to
its people, Not a single one.of the couﬁtr&’s cénquerors throughogt past
centuries succeeded in returning to blossom the land's destitution. The Torah's
words: "And your enemies shall be waste on it", was literally fulfilled. The
land refused its yield to the stranger. The people of the Diasporu was bhecome
barren in the distance, longing and yearning for the land; and the land remained
barren, Jonging for its sons,

On your recent tour you have seen with your own eyes the great wonder:

/the barrenness




the barrenness of parts of this land uninhabited by Jews, and blossoming
freshness wherever the Jew has grown attached in love, sacrifice, and devotion,v
to the soil of the laqd. May, that this miraculous sight before your eyes
shull become living evidence and manifest proof of the metaphy31cal connectlon
linking Israel with the Land of Israel, a connection imprinted by the Divinq '
Creator from the days of Abraham tq the end of Messian;c days.

In the course of 2,000 &ear of dispersion we have been perseéuted to un~
ending lengths, but these two treasures: the Lord!'s Torah and the Lord!s,Land;
we have never forgotten. o

The Jew!s love of his land knows no ;imits; it suffers nc comparison with'
what is called love of country. In his land.the Jew sces not merely the iandkur
of his birth but land hallowed by the Divine Creator, the cradle of prophecy.
chosen by Him and whereon rest the eyes of the Lord your Lord from the beginning{
of the year to the end of the year. |

From the moment of his birth to his departure from the worldy in a1l hi$7
thoughts and contemplations, during his meals, in his hour of mou;ningfand gf‘
joy, the Jew raises the land of Israel to his lips in prayer for his return to.
the Lend, "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget", is the oé£H 
we‘have taken, and the very course of our history speéks out to the fact that’ ,v
not for a single moment have we forgotten the Land of Israel,

The settlement of Palestine stands out in the commandments of the-Léw of
Torah, And ever since the beginning of our dispersion settlement has
never ceased, Every ‘stone, plant, each grain of sand of our land has been .

dear and hallowed to us for the love of people and land is in truth a divine

> | inspiration forever present ir the soul of cvery Jew,
50
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'ff/_N~‘ It is, then, only natural that we cgn 1mag1ne the natlnn's ex1stence in

b

5

s j;;s land on no other but the Torah's foundations.
A well-known statesman‘has said that*there-ls a war going on t n Jews '

and gentiles, We camnot, with reéret, admit this. There has been 11

/is going’on
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is going-cn a wholly one—Sided war aéainst the Jew, As I have stressed
before, that war is béing conducted in maﬁy different formé and for various
exqusés. " That war runs like a red line thr&ughout hiétory from Pharaoh,

: Nebucﬁadnezar, Haman, Titus, Torquemada, Chamilnitzki, up to Hitler., How

- many are the persecutions run over our heads, and why should we have been

so persecuted ?.
/ Are not we all
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Are not we all sons of one father, has not one God created us all?

Have we not brought to the world the recognition of God‘L;’A How many
are the values of goodness, truth, magnificence, righteousness anci justi;:e
which the nations have accepted at the hand of this most ancient of their
number? Why, then, are we persecuted?

Qur angwer to all this is: Whenever the forces of evil have risen in
rebellion against the Creator of the world they have apent their ire ageinst
this people, the People of Israel; their hatred against Isragl sprang from
a hatred against the preachings of Torah, the visions of the Prophets,

You have come here in the name of the United Nations. In your own
tine the disaster occurred, We should be in need today of an Isaiah, a
Jeremiah, to proncunce their probation against the nations.

We are sustained by knowledge of a Lord, the Leadsr of Creation. We
are persuaded that no amount of suffering end cruelty is ever lost; that the
sufferings of our people through thousands of years are summed up in one
total account. There is justice and there is a judge in this worid. But
what happened during the years 1940-1945 is unprecadented in the annals of
world history. |

It may appear boring to reopen the chapter of the destruction of six
million Jews, but we cannot help repeating and again repeating the subjs?ct;
gix million Jews have perished. Europels Jewry has been pﬁt.to dest\r}uc/t.ion.

The slaughter took place in Polend., It was my privilege to have been .
one of Poland's three million Jews, They stand in front of my eyes. Evéry
one of them a world to himself,' a heavy treasure of Torah and life's wisdom.
“e lnok about forlorn for one-third of cur people, but in quality by far the
most important part. Iurope once contained the reservoir of owr people, the
brain and heart of world Jewry. But all that has vanished from the face of
the earth, vanished in the ':ost cruel and most horrible deaths, the victims
of unrivalled sadism end evil iri;-;enuity. 0ld and young burned alive.-

fInddved s ipy
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‘T lived in Poland,- T lived the life a Jew lived there. I was brought
up on the principles of faithful Judaism. I lived among my people, my family,
My bruchers and sisters were dohe away, ' Three of my beloved grandchildren
were byrned together with all the other children of Israel; in &ll 1-1/2
miilion Jewish children, innocent and ignorant of sin, of whom every one
;-might have become the pride of ocur people and of mankind. .

I am one of those wne as if by ';niracle was saved from the wide-open jaws
of the monster, I do nct know why I of £11 should have been privileged to
escape the fire that enveleped us all in the crematories of Trablynka and

) Augﬁg}«dtz, or is it that I should be thelr messenger to bring their cries
before you? -

We, of Agudath Israel, have suffered perhaps the greatest losses. The
best of ocur leaders and fricnds &re no more.

Six million Jewish seouls stand crying before you, their blood storms
and cannct find rest; it moves the very foundations of the universe. One and
a half million children! ‘hen has the world heerd of such a like? Uhen has
‘such war happened? Can you at all imagine the meaning of these words? One

:»aand a‘ half million dear children, whose hands we were not allowed to kiss
e before they ascended to the flames to be burnt alive in the ovens, How cen
,mankind, how can any humen being stand such unimaginable sadism,
And how thoy went from us? -In sanctifying His great name, in speaking
";thus' to their oppressors: You may destroy our bodies, but never our soula!
Their blood continues to storm and shake the foundations of &ll1 living.
Wordd, world, where art thou? And through you may I ask the world: Where
~is their conscience?
Truly, the ‘freedom-loving nations fought Hitler, but not our fight.
: Hitler's fight aga.inst‘ the Jews preceded the Werld War by five years,

Hitler sent up experimental balloons to find out hdw far the world was

,prepared to let him go in his evii. W. sn in 1939 the refu‘geé vessel "St./Louis"

,mth her” 700 Jew:.sh paSSengers on board was cruising the seas, there was not

~a sirgle country, incinding Amer:.ca, /Ehat was reedy o s seept the Jews, to

~p . o - e
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the accompaniment of Hitler's barbari- laughter. Having accomplished minor
"action", that is to say, slaughter of Jews on a small scale, before the eyes
of a silent world, he proceeded to larger "action®, Again the world was
silent. And so at last he continued on his path of insane cruelty to the
work of most awful destruction the world hes ever witnessed.

I do not propose té put before you here facts showing how Jews might
have been saved, and a world stéod by cur blood motionless,

While the White Paper bears undoubtedly a great share in the responsibi—
lity for inactivity in the rescuc of Jews, the world at large, and parti-
cularly the Great Powers, cannot bc freed from answering this charge,

We do not fecl ourselves sitting in the dogk. Permit me to say that
it might be more rightful to place in it all those who must accept responsibi-
1ity for the destruction of our peopie° |

We cannot believe that in any natursel way it will be possible to comforf
us and to find a’substitute for our disaster, for the loss of six million"’v:”

37/'brothers. What then is the problem?

- There have remeined a2live one and a half million Jews who have. esedped
k) ]
<4 destruction,

Jews have no longer any place in the world., They must therefore be \';
enabled to return home, to the land of their fathers, You will have to~visit‘
the csyﬁs yourselves, see their pgsition, find out what has happened;‘what
is there still to be seen. You wili then convince yourselves that Jews. no
longer can nor want to stay iﬁ the Buropean graveyard, They simply cannot, -
go on living where their families and everything dearesi to them was murderedg 
In a part of those camps whic¢h Hitler had set up for them, complete with.
barbed wirej‘these nur unfortunate brothers continue living an imprisoned'
life within a world liberated two jears.ago, . | oo o

You have tourel the pountrg, You h@ve seen vwonderful cities and
flourisbigg settlement. A;l‘&nis could have been worked qply‘bj}that

enormous love for EgetZﬁIérael.~ Beginhinngith~the sg—cailed,"Old Yishuv“:\E ¥

/e e, $3 Y - BN ‘jm‘!
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maintained Jewish settlement in past generatiens, those prfhodox Jews who

| Became the founders of Petah Tiquah, the mother of ow géktlements ) and
w

others more, from all those who laid the foundations for the modern Yishuv,

right down to our contemporary.builders, who with the sweat of their brows

moistened the desert land and trensformed it into the greenery of settled

R Y .

.iand.

You have also seen the destitution awaiting hands) awaiting its builder
sons. The land awaiting the Jews, the Jews expgc t foer the land: how can
their reunion be stopped?

The Jews have become mere remnants, one in & town, two in a family,
‘having lost their dearest and nearest, and whose only desire is to come up

"to the Land of Israel and kiss its stones: how cen one deprive theh of this?

Here, within the Yishuv itself, there is not a house where there is not

. one dead, And should there have been leff a survivor in the dispérsion whose

- only longing is for coming here and joining his femily, and his family here

aching for the last swvivor of its house; how can they be kept, separated?

y
We have not stolen a thing from the A{9bs.‘ Whateter we took we have

“dearly paid for. Their standard of living we have raised, we who have gone

through exile and have learnt tovalue the lives of others, The Jewish

people wants peace with the Arab people. There is room for us all in this

country,

Mending but little the unrichtecus done to the people of Israel, there

-~ is need for good will, for finding the courarc in your hearts fo a decisive

and energetic step,
The United Nations will be bound, we should think, tc briéce themselves

for really generous action, action that will not merely permit the Jewish

‘people to return to its land, but to aid it in developing the country and

\

- settle it.

If you are willed t¢ set mankind on a morel basis, on 2 basis of justice,

_the union of rations, and ' :ropair of our world, repzir then the great

/The Creator...
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The Creator, who seeth and observeth the world, what has that world done
for His people?

Hitler, starting with the Jews, wanted to.ens)ave and destroy an entire
world, If you wish to help return the world inte its joint, you will have to
start repairing the injustice done tu the Jewish peonle,

In 1914 the First World Wer started, and its result was the creation of .

a "League of Nations". Mankind was then filled with the hope that at last
we were approaching disarmement and the brotherhood of nations,

With the world starting to reconstruct \ & devastation left from the .
war, the Balfour-Declaration was given as a measure of -compensation for the

sufferings of the Jewish pecple. Had there been a will to fulfil it in the

spirit in which it was given,; who knows but that the world might have been
saved a renewed outbreak of the flames of war, The Declaration was not
materialized, and disarmament turned into preparation for a second world war.
We are once again going through all that. The world is trying to rebuild
the ruins left by the last war and has organised in the United Natioﬁs for
the establishment of peace. The world will need the grace of Heavén to
prevent itself from falling into the most awful and most deadly of all wars, -
May the world be privileged of such grace by rendering justice to the Jewish
pecple,

We are fortified and confident in the knowledge that cur fedenption will
be by the Lord, and that we are approaching that redemption,
‘ Just like the days of our exodus from the first eﬁi}e, the exile of
Ezypt, through the desert, to the Lord'!'s revelation on—Mount Sinai, so are
we wandering today‘ﬁhrough the desert of nations, stepping forth towards
Israel's redemption and that of the entire world,

Thus we trust in the Almirhty that He may help us! .

Buﬁ the d?y of reconing will come and the question go out to the nations
of the world: What have you done? Where were you when great part§ of theé

People of the Lord were murdered? :
/What have,...

—



What have you done to repair and make good the terrible evil?

. Who will measure the benefit o the nations ‘and to menkind should they

 be able to give affirmative reply in now doing the first important step on

behalf of our suffering people? ‘ R
_ An historical feat will have been accomplished, zentlemen, in your
| gss;i’stamce towards such aim, May the Almichty .hélp you and stand by you.
‘_Thanky‘ou. R s S s ' .
CH'IRMAN: T thank you, Rabbi Lewin,
I mcoghize Rabbi Klein.

0w

{Rabbi Klein spoke in Hebrew)
Rabbi KLEIN I have been char,.rv,éci with the importent ‘and honourable task
of welcoming you as a member of our Central Executive and Central Aoudath-

Israel in Palestine,
Central Agudath Isfael constitutes the territorial branch of the ;W'or;ld
s B

o,
?} Organlaatlon, and is respons:.blc for matters of ecmcatlon, rellglous € ommu=-
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\ nitie s, and ot.her Palestinian matters as pointed out in our Jo:mt xﬁemo:r'andmn.
fgudath Israel is the organisation of the People of the Tor"ah."t’A
tradition unbroken for/gxlrer 3000 years speaks in our voice.
Central Aguc‘tgth/lsrael represents within its ranks also a great many’

‘native inhabitents of Falestine and numerous generaticns in the past who

.came to this country from an attachment to the Holy Lend, aﬁc}'who have done

"’ very much for the Gpbuilding of the country.

x We would agk you to recommend the opening of thé country!'s gates to our
brothers and sisters and ‘thereby to rescue thousands and tens of thousands -
from pﬁysical end moral deterioration; and in this connection to'wipe out the

; White Paper with its racial dlscrlmlnatlon acalnst us, a discrimination the’
llke of which was not heard in Palestine s:mce the days of ﬁ(irlan, that

notorious Jew-Baiter,

Unrestrictez\i{ immigration and the cixan;ce to develop the land in order

‘that its sons may return end live here a life of rest end dignity, these are

‘our demands,
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loreover, we shall stress that we, crthodox Jews, who comprehend the.

Torzh as the ultimate life-aim of ow people and the foundation of all its

existence, we who do not rocognise popular sovereipgnty apart-from the
sovereisnty of the Torash, we demand most emphaticelly that in this Land of °
Israel everything shall be done in accordance with the Laws of the Torah,’
and that to all our organlsa‘t:.ons/\there shall be &ccorded an absclute legal -
freedom to act enti.rely according to owr concentions, ‘
We see in the fact that the United Nations have sent cut a fact-finding
committee here,a revelation of the consecience of the world which has finally ‘
stirred in favour of the oppressed pceople of Israel.

We do firmly believe that Israel's redemption shall come as v:ithegsed' Sl

by owr Prophets on the mouth of the Almichty, the Leader of the Universe,

Anc we believe that the almishty helps those in.search of Justice‘and‘ '
Truth to find them, and may He guide your hearts to finding  justice and
righteousness .

Do then recommenc such steps as we have asked. '

May the Almighty's blessing be in your work,

CHAIRMAN: I thank you, Rabbi Klein, |

I recosnize Rabbi Glikmen-Porush.

(Rabbi Glikman-Porush spoke in Hebrew) _

Rabbi GLIKM/N-FORUSH: May I bhe pe:crﬁitted to address you briefly on évents
in oﬁr lives here, in this Hely Land, during the nast generations,

I am a native of Jeruéalem, a member of a femily which ‘haé'ﬁbeen living
in Jerusalem uninterruptedly for eicht :teneratior.xs.

My forefathers came to Palestine under great self-sacrifice, after a
dangerous voyage of months, With love and devotion they took up-on tl;x'emselvefar'
.greét privation, knowing full well that conditinns-oi“b life in Palestine then‘.‘ﬁr-'.rv'.- ‘

were far frem comfortable, but 1t was this, . their only desire, . ;;ust as this

Land of Israel 1s the heart's aes:n.re of every Jew, for over half of the preceptsJ

of the Torah are for thelr reallsetlon entirely: dependent. on hfe 1n ‘this’ Holy

l Land, ‘and are devoid of meapmg.abroad. : D; '7 rskjohd - - “
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Relations between ourselvés and the Arab nvei‘ghbour were extremely rood;
we lived in vne and the same yard with the Arzbs, and there was real friend-
ship between us, In those days we would jouwrney from Jerusalem to Tiberias
or: Safad thrcugh frab towns and villages for three days end three nights on
‘a cart or on the back of & donkey without any fear. Frequently we would
night in Ar:ab villages or in towns inhabited solely by Lrabs, and never an
apprEhension of fear of.the Arabs would rise in our minds.

Ls a native of this country and one"permanently domiciled here, I wculd
ét».ate from definite knowledge that at the time of the publicatibn of the
Balfour Declaration on the reconstituticn of the National Home for the Jews
in Palestine ncither the irab leaders nor the Arab masses thought anything
but that Falestine had in reality been rivent: the Jews, At that véry time

the territories of the Ottoman Impir'e were divided into various states for the

Lrabs, such as Irag, Hejaz and Syria, and the territcry which we were always

wont to call "Eretz-Israel' was believed as in fect havmg been given to ‘;c,he

A

Jews,

'

That relation betwuen ourselves afl the Arab neighbours remained

\

excgélent even after the Balfuour D\ey]:aration, and right down to the events

- of 1936 we would call on the heads snl notables of the Arabs at the time of

“their feasts, amen them the liyfti of Jerusalem, at the offices of the Supreme
Moslem Council or at his residence, ‘

Tt was the orthodox Jews who had come to Falestine who buiit Jerusalem
‘ and its surrcunding fifty-~two quarters. They built the towrfs of Tib\e}‘ias
and E;“\m}jad, they built the qua;'ters on the outskirts of Jaffa; they laid the
foundations of the agricultural settlement in Falestine, in Judea, in Samaria,
and: in- Galilee, 4 rreat many of them wurs carried awey in early youth by
malaria and swamp fever., We never wavered, here we saw the fulfilment of
cne of the precepts of the Torah, It was our faith that inspired us, that
in owr lives end our deaths we were laying the foundaticn-stone for the

Jewish Yishuv here in the Land of Israel, the Land of the Torah,
B - - /’ : ; . . .
s /Grthodox

s
L



S | aA/AC, 13/Pv26 S
;- ’ N 5

Orthodox Jews set up public institutions, religious and charitable
foundations, schoels, centres of Torah study, and "Beth-Yaaquv" girls'
scho‘ols; they set un hospii/trals, orvhasaves, free-loan societies,and welfare
instituticns, |

As cne of >the natives of this country, and as one vhose family have
been domiciled here for many generations, I can bear evidence on the astouhd-_-
ing develonment which Jewish immigration has brought to us in Palestine., We,

natives of Palestine, know that the entire population of the country, both

e R T T ..»..ﬂ

\3\/ Jews md A&bs, th\I“Ellj Jreeted the rise in the st “rldard of 11v1n" and that

' R e T

S

/trerk,ncmus uplift in the atmos here hf this cc counury as a r\,sult of Jewish
J ' \:’ immi sration.

You have tcurel the country and cannot have failed noticiny the large .
tracts of land which to this day' have remained destitute,

L-t me, then, ask you toc wine off from this country end fI'_OI{Ik ourselves
the shameful blot of the WhigeFaper.

Open up the :",ates of TPalestine;for how lon~ shall we be left to shame
and diszust! Have mercy on tne cities of Judea and Jerusalem, and may you

thus bec'ome a blessing to this land!

Iay there be wiven us a chance in this land, chosen by Supreme Providenc;e’,»‘_

to brine a sure home to the people of the Lord and the Térah of the Lord,

CHAIRIAN: I myself have nc questions te put to the representatives of
houdath Israel., Does any other member wish to put a question?

Sir ABDUR RLHMAN (India): Are the 4rab tribes living in Syria, Lebanon,
Falcstine " Trans-Jordan the descendants of Ishmael?

Rabbi KL.IN: The 'naj';ri ty are sons of Ishmael,

C'—If IRLLN:  Are there any other questicns? |

Mr. BRILEJ (Yusjoslavia): I read here on pace 13 of your statement
recommendations f_or the solutlon of our nroblem. I sce here one of your
recommendations is the rbpeal of the w’hlte Paper of 1939 and a return to the

terms of the Palestme Iﬁ?n\late. a.notner recomm,nda’m.on is’ the open:msr of .

i

thejate for the elect, and so.for’th. B
L V /«' . - /‘L tlhuvoao




All these are reconmendations which refer to the Jewish communiity, but’

it secems to me that we all,.and you, técz,-are‘ conscicus that the question

\

~ which we are ccnsidering is a question of Palestine: this means that it is

not a ciuestion of the Jewish comminity alore, but also the question of the
‘o‘ther population in Palestine, the question of the irab side, too, .

As you make here some recommendations reparding the Jewish community, I
i - \ AN . ‘ v

‘shoﬁld like very much to heer your. recommendations in regard to the whole

~question of Palestine,
’ Rabbi LEWIN (Interpretation from Hebrew): We have al}&*eady expressed orally

as well as in ow memorandum, that what we ask is unrest{ictedi immigration

A, a&nd the possibility to develop the country to its full abswéi*re capacity.

Mr. BRILEJ (Yugoslavia): I know this, but this refers only to-the Jewish

community, but on the question of the whole of Palestine, taking into account

" that there are in Felestine 1,200,000 Arabs?

Rab_bi LEWIN (Interpretation from Hebrew): Je b:.'iye Jews and Arabs can

l:.ve in peace, e have reised tremendously their stgrfdard of living. 411

"_;:jthat Jewish immigration could bring to them is great benefit, Inm all differ-

ences between one community and another there will have to be politdcsl

.:; negotiations, If those shculd lead to no results, a supreme authority, the

']Uﬂitéd MNations, would have to decide on the hasis of Justice and right, I

[

‘think that in the Holy Land & start should be made, an sttempt should be made,

_to settle _noliti-'cal differences, not by bloodshed, byt by pelitical ncgotiation,

" I am convinced that Justice is with us, If the United Nations make a decision

,théy will, of course, have to safeguard the authority of the supreme body, and .

~orly thus can there come peacc and order,

I should like that the Falestine problem\ serve as a first trial end I.

';-i‘«.wish you success.in giving that to us and the whole world,

- CHAIRMAN: iny more questions? If not, then I th'ank: you,
:,We have now _gdne through the arenda for today., The hearing is adjourned
un‘oll tomorrow. morning at 11:30, .

(The: ":h‘eeting ,vadjouz_'.ned. ;224 35 pod elock Pt
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