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1. The Economic and Social Council, guting under Articles 62 and 67 of -
the Charter of the United Nations, established a Couwmission of eighteen
members under the name of Commission on Human R.ghts; its mein task was

to prepare a draft interpational declaration of fundamental human rights
and freedoms and a draft international covenent for the application of such

rights and fresdoms, as well as to study measures of implementing both these

‘documents. .

2. The Commission on Human Righte, after dsvoting three sessions end clgéé
on two years to this work partly at Lake Success and partly at Geneva,
suomitted tb the Economic and Social Council a draft declaration and some
advance drafts of an 1nternational convenbion. .

3.. The General Assembly, at its 142nd meeting held on 2& September 1948,
referred to the Third Committes item 13 of the supplementary list of agenda
items for the third regular seéaiop; _this item concerned the draft
declaration and related documents. o

L, The Third Committee, at its Q4th meeting, decided to consider only

the draft declaration, as the other two documents (the covenant and
weasures of implementation) were. not yet in a state suitable for
conalderation. ' S : r

5. The Third Committes spent eighty four meetings in considering and |
discussingvthe draft prepared by the Commission on Humen R:ghts.  Most of
the articles were adopted by inanimous votes. Representatives exercised
their rights to explain thelr votes to a large extent and thue were able
either to enter reservations or to indicate the meaning of thelr votes or
the meaning which they attached to certain expressions. The sumwary records
of these meetinge (given in documents.A/C.3/3R.88 to 116, A/C.3/R.119

to 170 and A/C.3/SR.174 to 178) wmention all these statements. and

reservations,

6. In view of the fact that a considerable number of amendwents were

adoptéd and having regard to the difficulty of making the resulting

texts correspond exactly in the official languages end to the wish

——— .~ to introduce
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to introducs & loglcal order tho Third Committes sst up a Sub:Comittes -
~te consider the Declar&tlon of Human Righte as a whole, including the
twenty-nine articles and tho proamblc, sololy from tho point of view of
arrvangement, consistoncy, uniformity and style.
T The report of ths Sub-Committee wos coneidered, discussed ahd adopted
in the course of #ho 1Thth to 178th meotings of the Third Committee,
resulting in the adoption of the following draft Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (oee text undsr A vhich 18 vecommended by the Third
Committes to the Gensral Assembly for adoption.
8, A draft resolution (reeolutlon B) on the right of petltlon wa.s adopted
by tho Third Committeo at its 160th meoting. : .
9., A-dyaft resolutiom-(resolution:() concerning the fate of minoritios
was adopted-at.the 163rd mecting. - - Lo _ L
10, .A:draft resolution (resolution D) concerning publicity £9 o glven
t6 Fhe:Universal Declaration of.Human Bighte.w&e adopted at tpo 176th
meoting. | - , ‘ L | . '
11, A draft reeolutlon (resolution E) concerning the early consideration
by the Economic.and“Social-Counoil of the draft Covenant and meaeufee‘of ‘
implementation wos adopted at tho 178th meetlng. _.. f ;
12. The Third Committes thersfore recommsnds for adoptlon by tho General
Asgombly the following five texts: '

- INTERNATIONAL BILL CF HUMAN RIGHTS

A -

Draft universal decleretion of human rights

Proamble . ‘

WHEREAS .rocognitlion of the inherent dignity and of the equal end
inalienable rights of .all members of the humen femlly.ie;the foundation
of freedom, justice and peace in the world, R

WHERBAS disregord and contewpt for human rights have resulted in
‘bavbarous acts which have outraged tho consclence of mankind, and thu
advent of a world in which human belngs ehall enjoy freedom of epeech and'
belief and freedom from fear and want h&s been proclalmed a3 the higheet
aopiration of the C ommon. people, _

WHEREAS 1t is edeontlal 1f man ie noct to be oompelled to have
. ragourse, as a last 6 ort to rebellion againgt tyranny and oppression that
human Jrights should De protocted by the rule of law,

WHEREAS it is oeeentlal to promoto the development of friendly
relations betwoon nations,

WHERBAS the pooples of tho Uhited Notions have in the Charter
roafflrmed tholr faith in fundumont&l human rights, in thie dignity and

worth of the human person and in tho equal rights of men and women and
ad "' /have



have determined to promote social progre g5 and better standftrds of life
in larger freedon,

WHEREAS Momber States have pledged themsSclves to achieve, in
co-operation with the Unlited Nations, the promotion of universal reapsct
for and observance of human rights and fundamental frecdons,

‘VLFJEREAS a cémmon underst&nding of these rights and freedoms is
of the greatest inmportence for the full realizatlon of this plodge

WOW THEREFORE ‘ |

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

PROCLAIMS this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a
cormon standard ofﬁjchievemént for all peoples and all nafio‘ns, to the
end that évery indivi”dual and every organ of soclety, keoping this
Declaration constantly in nind, shall strive by teaching and education
to promote respect for thess rights and fréed.oms and by progressive resasures,
national and internoutioml , to secure their universal and effective
rocognitioh and obsermhce‘, both among the peoples of Member States
themselves and among the psoples of territorjies under their jurisdiction,

" | Article 1 A

A1l human ‘béings are horn freo and equal in dignity ond rights,
They are endowzd with reason and. conscience and should act towards one
another in a spirlt of brothorhood

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedons set forth
in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race,
tolour, sex, langua.gc, roligion, political or other opihion, national
or -sociai origin, pi"opéfty, birth or other status,

Article 3 .
‘ 'I‘he rights set forth in this Declara t:Lon apply squally to all
1nhcub_Ltants of Trust and Non~Self -Governing Territories.

| Article U

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the securlty of pc—:»rsozf.

Article 5

No one shall be held in slavery or sorvitude; slavery and‘ the slave

trade shall be prohlbited. in all their forms. |
_ Article 6
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrziding

| treatment or punishment,

Article 7 L
Everyons has ths right to recognition everywhere am a person before the
1aW. | '
Article 8 .
All are equal before the law and are entitled without any disorinumtion

to equal protaptlor; of the law. All are entltled to equal protection aga,ins_t
: ) - Jany |
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‘any discrinination in vioclation of this Doclaration and against any.
incitement to such-dlscrinination, - B
Everyone has the right to an effuctive remsdy by the competent nafional
tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the.
constitution or by law. o ‘
Article 10
No one shall be subjected to arbltrary arrest,.ﬁﬁgent;op‘orngxilq.m
| Article 11 : -
Everyone 1s entitled 1n full eguality to a fair and public he&ring
by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights
and obligations and of any criminal chorge against him.
Article 12

1. Everyons charged with o pennl offence has the right to be presumed

Q

innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which he has
had all the guarantges necesgary for hie defence. |
2. No one shall be held gullty of any penal offence on account of any act
or ormission which-d1d not constitute”aﬂﬁéndl of fence, under national or
international law, at the time when 1t was committed. Nor ahali a heavier
penclty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penalh_
offence was committed. :
Articlo 13
No one shall-be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy,
family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and reputation.
Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference
or attacks. L |
Articiﬁwlhn
1, TEveryons has the right to freeden of movement and residence within
the borders of each state. _ , |
2. TEveryone has the right to léave any country, including his own, and to
return to his country. = ‘ '
Articl@ 15
1. Everyons has the right to ssek and to enjoy in other countriés
agylum from psreecution. L ‘ |
2. This right may not be invokda ih the cape of prosecutions
genuinely arising from non~political crimes or from acts contrary to the
purposes and pfinciples of the United Nations.
Article.lé |
1. FEveryons has the right to a nationality.
2, No one shall be arbitrarily dgprived.of hig natlonality nor.
denisd the right to change his nationality.

~

/Article 17



‘" hig dignity and the fros devolopment of his persomelity.
ad '
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Article 17
1, Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race,

notionality or religion, have the right to ﬁarry and to found o femily.

_ They oare entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at

ite dissolution,

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full

‘consent of the intending spouses.

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of sooiety
ond is entitled to protection by society and the State,
’ - ! Article 18
1. Everyons has the right to own property alone as well ag
in assoclation wifh others,
2, No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his propsrty.
Article 19
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, eonscience and
religion; thils right includes fresdom to change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with othere and
in public or private, to manifest hls religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship and observance, '
| o ‘Articls 20

——

Everyone has the right to frecdom of opinion and expression; +this

2
- right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek,

recelve and impart informotion and ideas through any media and regardless

"of frontiers, -

Article 21
1. Everyone has tho right to freodom of peaceful assembly and
aggoclation.
| 2., No oné may be compelled to belong to an asgsociation.
© Articlo 22
-1, ZEveryone has the right to taks part in the goverrment of his
couiitry, directly or through freely chosen representatives.
2. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service

/{n his country.

"3, . The will of the people shall be %he basis of the authority
of govermment; +this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine
elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be
held by escret vote or by equivalent free voting proceduresd.
o Article 23
Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security

-and is entitled to realization, through natlonal effort and international

co-operation and in accordance with the organization and resources of

/éaoh State, of the eccnomic, social and cultural rights indispeneable for

[Article 2%
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Article 2k
. Evor-yone lms the w"igh“c to work, to free cholce of employment
to Just ant favourable cendltlons of york end to protection against
unempl.oyuent. | | , - ,
2, Everyone, without ony d.j.eqrimi;m,tion , has tho right to equal pay
for equal work, ‘ _ ‘
3. 'E’varyonea‘who workse has the right to just and favourable

remunbrntion insuring for himself and his family an exlstence worthy

of Iuman dj ty, wund sapplemented, if necessary, by other mcans of goclal
protection. ' ) '
L

. FEvoryone has ths right to form end %o Join trade unions for the
protecticn of hin interosts. : ‘
Arbicle 2_2 ,

Trevryona 7G5 e right to rest and leisure, including reasonable

limi-ba;z;?g;j S workian hours and perlodic holidays with poy.
Articls 26

L. Iweryone has the right te & standard of living adequate for

the haaith and woll-being of himself and of his family, including food,

&, houning ool redical cars and nocessary social gervices, and the

clothiz

35:!:’?,?’145 _{".Q foeority in the ovent of wemployment, sickness, dlsability, WidOWhOOd-,
old age 2 ocksr Jacl of livelihood in circumstances beyond, hig control,:

z,  Mothoricod ond childhood are entitled to specizl care and

assletencs. A1l childron, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy

the sane ooeial prowetion.

L. 'E&;a:';y'one nas the right o education., Education shall be free,
at least in the owmnt‘:ry ancl Fundamental atugosg Ilementary educa,tion
ghell boe compul sy, hnioul and profe salonal pducation ghall be m&de
gonarolLly &*v.r.:n_.’,::aa.".g;i_ca fnd nip 11<,r~ aducation shall e oqually accessible to all
on the Dasis o7 morit.

2. Bduasetion ghall bo dirﬂctoa to the full devolopme:xt of the hum&n
rersorality ari to the atrengthening, of re spe,c,t for human righte and fundementel.
Treedoms . It shall promote undeyrstand.ing, fola_rancé and friendship among
&1l matic: 3, rocial or religilous groups, end shall further the actlvitles
of the TUn:ted L-h sieng for the maintenance of peace,

3.  Perents bave e prior right to choose the kind of education that

shell te given *o their children,
) o Article 28 o

P I u_, hos tre amls h" i‘roalv to partloipate in ‘the cul‘bural

, ho enjoy the awis and %o share ir sc:Lentii‘ic

1ife of whe comwoniTy
advancenent el Lhs 'mm it
dad ‘ , N /23w Everyons
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é. Everyone has the right to the protection of the morcl D.i:id.
‘material interests vesulting from eny scientific literary or artistic
production of which he 1s the author,
‘ S . Artiole 29
Everyone is en‘ti‘tled Lo 8- social unti intornational orcler in which
the rights and freedoms set forth in this Doclaration can be fully reallzed.
o Article 30 _” o

l Everyone hns d.uties Yo the community in which a.lone tho froe
a.nd full dovelopment of his personality is possiblo. o )

- In the oxercise of his rights ‘and freod.oms everyone sh&ll
be su.bject only to’ such limimtions a5 are “Aetormined by low sololy for the
purpose of securing due recognition and rospoct for the' rights and freeiuns
of others and of meeting tho Jusb rsquirements of morality, public ‘ordey
' anrl the genoml w‘elfare in o democratic” ‘society. SRR
' 3. . The o ‘righte- ‘and “freedons ey in no case be exercised oon‘orary
to the purnoses and principles of Yhe “United Nations,'&

e T gpbidie 310 Y

'Nothing in this Declarstion may B¥ intorpreted as implying for any
State, group or psrson any right toengage in any'activity or to perform
any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedome set
forth herein. |
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Resolution relating to-the risht of petition

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the right of petition is an essential human right'
as 1s recognized in the conetitution of a great number of countfies,

_ HAVING CONSIDERED the draft article on petitions in document
Afc.3/306 and the emendments offered thereto by Cube and France,

DECIDES notito take any actlon on this matter at the present
-gesgion; .

REQUESTS the Economic anﬂ Sodial Councii to agk the Commission on
‘Human Rights to givehfurther examination to the prqblem‘of petitions
vhen studying the draft Covenent on Humen Rights and neasures of |
implementation,'in order to enable the General Assembly to consider
‘what, further action, if any, should be taken at its next reguler session

regarding the problem of petitions,

c

Regolution relating to the fates of minorifies

. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that the United Nations cannot remain indifferent to
the fate of minorities,

CONSIDERING that it is difficult to adopt a uniform solution of
thlg complex and delicate question, which has special aspects in‘each
State in which it arlgses,

CONSIDERING the universal character of the Decleration of
Humen Rights, '

-DECIDES not tordeal in & specific provision with the question of
minorities in the text of this Declaration;

REFERS to the Economlc amd Social Councill the texts submitted by.
~ the delegations of the Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics, Yugoslavia
and Denmark on this subject contained in document A/C.3/307/Rev.2 and
requests the Councll +to ask the Commisslion on Human Rights and the
Sub~-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection
of Minorities to maké a thorough study of the problem of minorities in
order that the United Nations may be able to teke effective measures
for the protection of racial, national, religious or linguistic

mino}ities.

ad ‘ .‘ | /D.
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Regolution relating to publicity to be given to the Unilversal

De clar,éti on of Human "Rights

THE,GENERAL ASSEMELY, \'

CONSIDERH\IG thet the’ adOptlon of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rightse is an historlc act Jﬁesﬁiwﬂq ﬁoqeolid&te world peace through the
contribution of the Unitsd Wabians ;Q‘,;mz*ﬂa tho liberation of individuaels
from the- unjustlf‘ied oppresaipn &na. c.onsml’lt to which they are too often
subJected '

CONSIDERING that the text of the. ;Declmvion should be dilsseminated
among all peoples throughout the world; :

l BECOM%’I\TDS Governments of Member States to show their adherence
to Article 56 of the Charter bv using every means within their power
solemnly to publicize the dext of the Declaration and to ceuse 1t to be
'disseminated, displayed, read and expounded principally in schools end
other educational institutions, without distinction based on the political
status of countries or territories;

2, REQUESTS the Secretary-General to have this Declaration widely
disseminated and, to that end, to publish snd distribute texts, nob only in
the officidl lenguages, but also, using every means at his dlsposal, in
all languagss possible;

3. INVITES the speclalized agencier and non-governmentel organilzations
of the world to do their utmosh to bring this Decleration to the attention
~ of their metbers .

i
Resolution relating «c the preparation of & draft Covenant and

draft moasures of lwplementation

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ‘ =
CONSIDERING thet the plan of work of the Commission on- Huﬁxan 'Riéh_ts
provides for an International Bill of Humen Rights, %o include a Declaration,

a Covenant on Human Rights and meagures of implemsntetion,

REQUERTS the Economic ond Social Council to ask the Commission on
 Humen Rights to continue to give priority in its imrk to the preparation
of a draft Covenant on Hm Rights and draft measures of implementaetion,

- -
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