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INTROLUCTION

The present report, the first report of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law, is submitted to the General Assembly in accordance with
Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, As provided in the same
resolution this report is submitted simultaneously to the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development for comments.

The Commission adopted the present report at its twenty-fifth meeting, on
26 February 1968. The report covers the first session of the Commission, which
was held at United Nabtions Headquarters from 29 January to 26 February 1968.
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CHAFTER I

ESTABLISHMENT AND TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMISSION

A. Establishment and composition of the Commission

L. The United Nations Commission on International Trade Law was established by
resolution 2205 (XXI) adopted by the General Assembly on 17 December 1966. The
resolution provided that the Commission would consist of twenty-nine States
elected by the Assembly, with the following distribution of seats:

"{a) Seven frcm Afiican States;

"(b) Five from Asian States;

"(c) Four from Eastern European States;

"(d) Five from Latin American States;

"(e) Eight from Western European and other States.”

The Assembly, the resolution stated, should also have due regard, in the election,
to the adequate representation of the principal economic and legal sysicems of the
world, and of the developed and developing countries. The representatives of
members cn the Commission were to be appointed by member States, in so far as
possible, from among persons of eminence in the field of international trade law.

2, The resolution also provided that members would be elected for a term of

six years. However, the term of fourteen of the members elected at the first
election would expire after a three~year term. The President of the General Assembly
would, by drawing lots, select the fourteen members who would serve for three years
within each of the groups of States referred to above. Members elected at the

Tirst election would take office on 1 January 1968. Thereafter, members elected

to the Commission would take office on 1 January of the year following their
election.

3 On 30 October 1967, at its twenty-second session, the General Assembly elected
the following twenty-nine States as members of the Commission:

Argentina India Thailand¥

Australia Iran Tunisia

Belgium Italy* Union of Soviet Socialigt
Brazil Japan¥ Republics¥*

Chile¥* Kenya, United Arab Republic¥
Colombiax Mexico United Kingdcem of Great
Congo (Democratic Republic of)  Nigeria¥ Britain and Northern
Czechoslovakia* Norway* Ireland*

France¥ Romania United Republic of
Ghana* Spain Tanzania*

Hungary Syria United States of America

The term of office of all members began, in accordance with resolution 2205 (XXI),
on 1 January 1968, The fourteen members indicated by asterisks were selected by the
President of the General Assembly to serve for a term of three years ending on

D



31 December 1970, The other fifteen members will serve for the full term of six
vears ending on 31 December 1973,

Be Terms of reference given to the Commission by the General Assembly in
resolution 2205 (XXI)

i, The Commission was established by the General Assembly to promote the
progressive harmonization and unification of the law of international trade by:

(a) Co=-ordinating the work of organizations active in this field and
encouraging co=-operation among them;

(b) Promoting wider participation in existing international conventions and
wider acceptance of existing model and uniform laws;

(c) Preparing or promoting the adoption of new international conventions,
model laws and uniform laws and promoting the codification and wider acceptance of
international trade terms, provisions, customs and practices, in collaboration,
where appropriate, with the organizations operating in this field;

(d) Promoting ways and means of ensuring a uniform interpretation and
application of internabtional conventions and uniform laws in the field of the law
of international trade;

(e) Collecting and disseminating information on national legislation and
nodern legal developments, including case law, in the field of the law of
international trade;

(f) Establishing and maintaining a close collaboration with the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development;

(g) Maintaining liaison with other United Nations organs and specialized
agencies conceérned with international trade;

(h) Taking any other action it may deem useful to fulfil its functions.

5e The Commission is required to bear in mind the interests of all peoples, and
particularly those of developing countries, in the extensive development of
international trade. An annual report, including the recommendations of the
Commission is to be submitted to the General Assembly and, simultaneously, to

the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development for comments.

6. The Commission may consult with or request the services of any international
or national organization, scientific institution and individual expert on any
subject entrusted to it, if it considers that such consultation or services might
assist it in the performance of its functions.

Te Appropriate working relationships with inter-govermmental organizations and
international non-governmental organizations concerned with the progressive
harmonization and unification of the law of international trade may be established
by the Commission.



CHAPTER II

ORGANIZATION OF THE FIRST SESSION

A. Opening, duration and attendance

8. The first session of the Commission was opened on 29 January 1968 on behalf of
the Secretary-General by Mr. Constantin A. Stavropoulos, the Legal Counsel of the

United Nations, at the United Nations Headquarters, New York. In the course of the
session, which ended on 26 February 1968, the Commission held twenty-five meetings.

9. All the States members of the Commission were represanted at the session.

1O. The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development was represented by an
observer.

1ll. The following specialized agencies were represented by observers: ZFood and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), International ILabour Organisation (ILO)
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

12. The following other inter-governmental organizations were represented by
observers: Council of Europe, Commission of European Communities, Hague Conference
on Private International Law, International Institute for the Unification of
Private Law (UNIDROIT), Organization of American States (0AS), United International
Bureaux for the Protection of Intellectual Property (BIRPI).

15. The following international non-governmental organizations were represented

by observers: International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and International Juridical
Organization for Developing Counbries (IJO).

B. Election of officers

14, At its 1lst and 2nd meetires, on 29 and 30 January 1968, the Commission elected
the following officers:

Chairman . . v « « « « ¢« v « « « . . Mr. Fmmanual Kodjoe Dadzie (Ghana)
Vice-Chairmen . . . « « « « « « » . . Mr. Anthony Mason (Australia)
Vice-Chairmen . « « « « « « « « » « . Mr. ILaszlo Reczei (Hungary)
Vice-Chairmen . « « « « « « « « « . » Mr. Shinichiro Michida (Japan)
Repporteul . « « « v « « o« « « + . . Mr. Jorge Barrera Graf (Mexico)

Prior to the election of the Vice-Chairmen at its 2nd meeting, the Commission
decided that it should have three Vice-Chairmen as it deemed it desirable that
each of the five groups of States listed in paragraph 1 of section II of General
Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI) (see paragraph L above) should be represented on
the bureau of the Commisgion.

.



C. Agenda
15. The agenda of the session as adopted by the Commission at its 2nd meeting
was a8 follows:
1. Orening of session.
2. Election of officers.
3. Adoption of the agenda.
4. Adoption of rules of procedure.

5. Programme of work of the Commission under section IIL, paragraph 8, of
General Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI) including:

(a) Selection of topics and priorities;¥

(b) Organization of work and methods;¥

(c) Working relationships and rollaboration with other bodies.¥
6. Date of second session.

T. Adoption of the report of the Commission.

¥ Ttems (a), (b) and (c) to be discussed concurrently.

The Commission agreed that its consideration of item 5 of the agenda should begin
with a general discussion covering all the sub-headings under that item. Thus
sub-headings (a), (b) and (c) would be discussed concurrently, together with any
other points members considered as coming withir. the programme of work of the
Commission. It was .also agreed that at the end of the general discussion the
sub~headings could be dealt with separately.

D. FRules of procedure

16, At its 2nd meeting the Commission decided, on the basis of rule 162 of the
rules of procedure of the General Assembly, that the rules relating to the
procedure of committees of the General Assembly (rules 98-13k), as well as

rules 45 and 62, would apply to the procedure of the Commission, until such time
as the Commission adopted its own rules of procedure. The Commission noted in
this connexion that it had, by its decision to have three Vice-Chairmen, in effect
amended rule 105 in its application to the Commission as rule 105 provides for
the election of only one Vice-Chairman for each committee of the General Assembly.
On matters not covered by the rules relating to the procedure of committees of
the General Assembly, it was decided that the Commission would be guided by the
general principle that the rules of procedure of the General Assembly would spply
mutatis mutandis to the Commission as may be appropriate for the performance of
its functions.

Do



17. ©Should the Commission decide at a later stage that it was necessary, it would
then adopt its own rules of procedure.

18. The view was cxpressed by several speakers that cvery cffort should be made
to roach all deecisions by way of consensus, and that it was only alter every
effort to reach consensus had been exhausted that decisions should be made by a
vote. The Comission agreed that its decisions should as far as possible be
reached by way of consensus within the Commission, but that in the absence of a
consensus, decisions should be made by a vote as provided for in the rules of
procedure relating to the procedure of committecs of the General Assembly (sce
paracraph 35 below).

fil

i Preparatory documents

19. At the opening ol its scgsion the Commission had before it the following
documents, submitted Ly the Sceretary-General: TFirst sessilon of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law (A/CN.9/L); Provisional agenda (A/CN.9/2);
Adoption of rules of procedure (A/CN.9/5); Conments by Member States, organs and
organizations on the work programme of the Commission (A/CN.9/M and Corr.l and
Add.2); Analysis of the comments submitted by Member States, organs and
organizations on the work programme of the Commission (A/CN.9/I/AAA.1); Survey
of activities of organizations concerned with the harmonization and unification
of the law of international trade (A/CN.Q/S); Organization and methods of work
(A/CN.9/6 and Corr.l); Collaboration and working relationships with organs and
organizations concerned with international trade law (A/CN.9/7). The Commission
also had before it the report on the progressive development of the law of
international trade (A/6396), which was submitted by bthe Scerctary-~General to whe
General Assembly at its twenty-Lirst session.

o




CHAPIER ITI

GENERAL DEBATI

Q0. AL dtls 2nd meeling the Ccmmisailon bepon consideration of item 5 of its agenda
concerning the programme of work of the Commission. In accordance with the
deciglon taken at its £nd meeting (see paragraph 15 above), the Cemmission's
congideration off the item ccommenced with o general debate covering all points of
the item; namely, sub-ilem (a), selection of topics and priorities; sub-item (b),
the orpanization oft work and methods; and sub-item (¢), working relationships and
collaboration with other bodies. The Commission concluded its general debate ut
its Oth meeting.

XN General obgervations

21. Many representatives expressed appreciation of the initiative taken by the
Hungarian delegation al the twentieth session of the General Assembly, resulting
in the establishment of the Commission.

22. There was gencral recognition that the establishment of the Commission marked
the opening of o new and important chapter in the progressive harmonization and
unification of the law of international trade. The Commission, whose membership
reflected the principal economic and legal systems of the world and the developed
and developing countries, was congidered to be most suited for the purpose of
climinating divergenciecsg between national systems of law which formed barriers to
the development of’ international trade. While the work facing the Commission wasg
considerable, both in scope and complexity, there were a number of' encouraging
factors. The unanimous adoptiion by the General Assembly of resolution 2205 (XXI),
which egtablished the Commission, augured well for the work of harmonization and
unification. The hope was expressed, by a number of representatives, that out of
the eo-oporative endeavours of the Commission and of' other bodies active in the
(leld, a new lex mercatoria would in time evolve reflecting the interest of the
entire international ccmmunity.

2%« A number of representatives made rel'erence in their stalements to the question
of" the definition of international trade law. Attention was drawn to the
definition contained in paragraph 20 of the report of the Secretury-General
(A/6356). The law of international trade was there defined as "the body of rules
governing commercial relationships of a private law nature involving dit'ferent
countries". Many representatives thought that the definition might Le accepted

by the Commission as a provisional definition. Sune other representutives called
attention to problems which they thought should also include guestions of' a public
law nature, if a truly ccmprehensive definition of {rade law was to be established
by the Ccmmission.

2l. There appeared, however, to be general agreement that it was not essential at
this stage of its work for the Cammigsion to formulate a definition of
international trade law. It was obgcrved that it wags o difficult matter to
formulate such a definition: that 1t was not ecgentinl to the adoption of the
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Commission's programme of work; and however interesting attempts to do so might
be frcm a theoretical point of view, they could give rise to controversies
within the Commissione

B. Relationship between the Commission and other bodies

1. Relationship to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
and to other United Nations organs

25. ©Several representatives made reference to the close relationship that should
obtain between the work of the Commission and the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD). It was a matter to which, they pointed out, the
General Assembly had in resolution 2205 (XXI) given special attention, by
providing as follows in section II, paragraph 10, of the resolution:

"The Commission shall submit an annual report, including its
reccmmendations, to the General Assembly, and the report shall be
submitted simultaneously to the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development for comments. Any such ccmments or recommendations
which the Conference o the Trade and Development Board may wish to
make, including suggestions on topics for inclusion in the work of
the Commission, shall be transmitted to the General Assembly in
accordance with the relevant provisions of Assembly resolution
1995 (XIX) of 30 Decenmber 196L. Any other reccmmendations relevant
to the work of the Commission which the Conference or the Board may
wish to make shall be similarly transmitted to the General Assembly."

26. The harmonization, progressive unification and modernization of international
trade law have, 1t was observed, an essential role to play in the development of
countries which, together with the expansion of international ccmmerce,
constitutes the primary objective of UNCTAD.

27. The valuable work of other United Nations organs in the field of international
trade law was also referred to by many representatives who attached importance to
close collaboration between the Commiission and such other United Nations bodies.
They drew attention in particular tc the work towards harmonization and
unification that had been accomplished in certain areas of trade law by the

United Nations regional econcmic ccmmissions.

2. Relationship to non-United Nations bodies

28. The considerable efforts that had already been made, and continued to be
made, by international and national, world-wide and regional, governmental and
non-governmental crganizations towards the harmonization and unification of the
law of international trade was widely acknowledged in the Ccmmission. The
importance attached by the General Assembly, in resolution 2205 (XXI), to close
co~operation between the Commission and such organizations was also recalled in
several statements. The work of the Commission, it was observed by a number of
representatives, should be complementary to the efforts of such organizations
and they should be encouraged by the Commigsion. Attention was drawn to the
acknowledgement contained in the Secretary-General's report on the progressive
development of the law of international trade (A/6396, chapter II) with respect
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to the great value of the work done by such organizations. Close co-operation
between the Commission and organizations active in the field would avoid
duplication of effort and of result, and the Commission, it was stressed, should
make full use of such bodies; according to scme delegations this should be done
particularly when initiating new studies.

C. Programme of work

1. Collection and dissemination of information concerning international
trade law

29. The view was expressed by the great majority of speakers that the collection
and dissemination of information pertaining to international trade law was a
matter to which the Commission should give very early consideration. The
Commission, it was said, could only have a complete view of what should be
accomplished in the field of harmonization and unification, and more usefully
expend its efforts to that end, if it had a complete picture of what had already
been accomplished. The collection and dissemination of such information would
ensure, on the part of the Commission as well as on the part of other bodies
active in the field, that wasteful duplication of effort and of result was avoided.
On the basis of such information, the activities of the Commission and of other
bodies could be satisfactorily co-ordinated. The circulation of information
would make possible the dissemination on an international level of more exact

and ccmplete data on activities under way and on the results already achieved

in the field of international trade law.

30. The information to be collected, it was suggested, might include information
as to all bodies active in the field of the harmonization and unification of
international trade law and information as to all work already accomplished and
presently undertaken in the field of harmonization and unification. The
collection and dissemination of such information was envisaged as a permanent
aspect of the work of the Commigsion. It was thought that it would be appropriate
to entrust this function to the Secretariat, which would act as a clearing-house,
or documentation centre, for information on international trade law.

2. Discussion of topics and priorities

31l. The suggestion was made, in the document svbmitted by the Secretary-General
to the Commission on organization and methods of work (A/CN.9/6), that the
Commission might consider different approaches to the matter of establishing a
programme of work. One possible approach might be for the Commission to select
one specific topic at a time, concentrate on it and pass on to another topic after
completing its work on the first. A different approach would be for the
Commission to include in its work programme all the subjects falling within the
scope of international trade law. The Commission might also consider whether it
might not choose a single but broad topic and then take up simultaneously or
successively, various aspects of that topic for detailed study. Still a further
approach would be for the Commission to choose a number of topics which would not
necessarily be related one to another, and establish an order of priority among
them. The approach last referred to, it was pointed out, was the one adopted by
the International Law Commission at its first session in 1949. The International
Law Commission drew up a list of fourteen topics for possible codification, and

-Qu
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frem that list decided to give priority to the law of treaties, arbitral procedure
and the régime of the high seas.

52. Of these different approaches, the Commission, in the course of its general
discussion, favoured the selection of certain substantive topics for inclusion in
the programme of its fubure work and the selection of certain topics for priority.

5%. In the course of the Commission's general discussion, a number of specific
topics were proposed f'or inclusion in the Commission's programme of future work.
Towards the conclusion of the general discussion, it was apparent that there were
certain topics on whose inclusion a wide measure of agreement existed in the
Cecmmission. The sugpestion was accordingly made that all the specific topics
that had been proposed might be listed and that each member of the Commission
should be requested to express a preference for a specified number of topics, for
inclusion in the Commigsion's programme of work.

534, In a statement to the Commission at the close of the discussion, the Chalrman
stated that in the course of the debate, certain topics had been proposed for
inclusion in the Commisgion's programme of work: +the topics most frequently
suggested were international sale of gocds, including the promotion of the Hague
Conventions of 1964 and 1955 (proposed by fifteen delegations); commercial
arbitration, including the promotion of wider acceptance of the 1958 United
Nations Convention (proposed by ten delegations); negotiable instruments and
banker's commercial credits (proposed by eight delegations); limitations (proposed
by six delegations); promotion of wider acceptance of trade terms, general
conditions of sale and standard contracts, including "Incoterms" 1/ (proposed by
five delegations). Other topics, he stated, had also been put forward, including
transportation (proposed by four delegations), insurance (proposed by four
delegations), intellectual property (propored by two delegations). Finally, certain
topics had been suggested by one delegation each; e.g., consequence of frustration;
force majeure clauses in contracts; elimination of discrimination in international
trade including the application of the most-favoured-nation principle; agency;
guarantees and securities; and the legalization of documents.

D, Organizational matters

L. The principle of consensus

55. 'The view was expressed by a number of speakers that the work of the Commission
should be based on consensus within the Commission. It was said that such
harmonization and unification as had already been achieved in the field of
international trade law was the result of congensus, and that there were several
instances where, notwithstanding long and patient research and discussion,
progress had not been realized because of an absence of consensus. Scme
representatives, however, while expressing support for the view that every
endeavour ghould be made on the part of members of the Ccmmigsion to reach
consensus in making decisions, pointed out tha £ consensus was not attainable
the Commigsion would need to abide by its rules of procedure which provided for
decigions of the Commission being made by vote. At the 8th meeting of the

;/ Incoterms 1953, international rules for the interpretation of trade terms,
prepared by the International Chamber of Commerce.
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Commission, the Chairman, in answer to a question ralsed in debate, stated that
he would always endeavour to base decisions on a consensus within the Commission,
but 1f consensus was not cbtainable he would, under the rules of procedure of
the Commission, have to put the particular issue to the vote.

2. Working arrangements

36. A variety of suggestions were made in the course of the Commission's general
discussion as to the procedural arrangements which might be adopted by the
Commission in its work. These included the establishment of sessional or
inter-sessional ccmmittees or working groups; the appointment of special
rapporteurs, selected from among the members of the Cocmmission for the study of
particular subjects; the retention of consultants; requests to organizations
active in the field of the harmonization and unification of international trade
law to study and advise the Commission on particular subjects; assignment of
certain matters to the Secretariat; and variations of these procedures. The
suggestion was also made that the Commission might, usefully, hold an extraordinary
segsion in New York prior to its second regular session in Geneva or establish an
inter-sessional working group to meet prior to its second session to ensure that
the Commission would at its second session have precisely defined topics on its
agenda and be advised as to the work that had already been acccmplished with
respect to each of such topics and the degree to which other organizations might
be in a position to co—operqﬁe with the Commission in its work.

37. In the view of several speakers, the particular procedures to be adopted by
the Ccmmission would depend to a large degree on the particular topics concerned,
and, accordingly, it was desirable that in the matter of procedures of work the
Commigsion should maintain considerable flexibility. The possibility that certain
procedures may have financial implications was also a matter to be taken into
account, and where financial implications were involved, the advice of the
Secretariat should be obtained.

B, Conclusion of the general debate

38, At the 9th meeting of the Commission, at the end of the Ccmmission's general
debate on agenda item 5, the Chairman made a concluding statement. The general
debate on agenda item 5, he stated, had served a most useful purpose. The matters
were now clear in regard to which a consensus seemed to exist within the
Commission as were the matters in regard to which scme further discussion seemed
desirable with a view to arriving at a consensus. The importance of collaboration
with UNCTAD and other United Nations organs had been emphasized, he said, and
there appeared to be general recognition within the Commission that, in promoting
the harmonization and unification of international trade law, collaboration
between the Commission and other bodies working in the field was most desirable.
He referred to the variety of suggestions that had been made in the course of the
general debate on the selection of topice and priorities and he listed the specitic
topiecs that had been proposed for selection (see paragraph 3k above). The
determination of the organization and methods of' work, he stated, would, in his
opinion, depend primarily on the particular topic selected.
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CHAPTER IV

PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE COMMISSION

A. Delection of toplcs and priorities

39. On the conclusion of the Commission's general debate on its programme of work,
the Commission discussed the nature of the list of topics and priorities to be
prepared by the Commission. The observation was made by some representatives that
there were two approaches possible to the question of the harmonization and
unification of international trade law, namely, the unification of substantive
rules of law, and the establishment of rules to regulate the conflict of laws.

To both of these approaches, they sald, consideration should be given. The
suggestion was made by other representatives that the list of topics should be
divided into short-term and long-term subjects. The Commission, it was observed,
might include in its programme of work all items mentioned in the course of the
general debate, and then give priority to certain items. Such a list would be
provisional, not exhaustive or final, and deletions, additions or changes in
priorities would, accordingly, be possible at later sessions of the Commission.
The view was also expressed that the list of topics to be prepared by the
Cemmission at the present session should be limited to a few topics which could
be dealt with over a short term. It would be inadvisable, it was said, for the
Commission at this session to decide on a programme of work for many years to
come; and the topics to be examined by the Commission on a long-term basis might
be more satisfactorily decided upon later, when more information was available.
It was suggested therefore that, while all topics proposed at the present session
might be recorded with indications as to the representatives by whom topics were
proposed, the Commission itself should at the present session decide to deal only
with a few short-teri topics.

40. Pollowing informal consultations between members of the Commission, a working
paper on a list of topivsg, priorities and methods of work was submitted to the
Commission at its 13th meeting by the delegations of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Ghana, India, fran, Japan, Kenya, Nigeria, Syria, Thailand, Tunisia,
the United Arab Republic «ro the United Republic of Tanzania. After certain
amendments had been made, the working paper was unanimously accepted by the
Commission as a working paper of the Commission. As revised (A/CN.9/L.1/Rev.l),
the working paper read as follcows:

I. List of topics

During the general debate the following topics were suggested by
several delegations. A great number of delegations considered
that all these topice should form the future work programme of
the Commission. Thig list of topics is not exhaustive.

(1) International sale of goods:

(a) In general;

~10-



IT.

(b) Promotion of wider acceptance of existing formulations
for unification and harmonization of international trade
law in this field including the prcmotion of uniform
trade terms, general conditions of sale and standard
contracts;

(c) Different legal aspects of contracts of sale like:

(1) Limitations;
(ii) Representation and full powers;

(iii) Consequences of frustration;

(iv) Force majeure clauses in contracts.

(2) Commercial arbitration:
(a) In general;
(b) Promotion of wider acceptance of the United Nations
Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign
Arbitral Awards.
(3) Transportation.
(4) Insurance.
(5) International payments:
(a) Negotiable instruments and banker's commercial credit;
(b) Guarantees and securities.
(6) Intellectual property.
(7) Elimination of discrimination in laws affecting international
trade.
(8) Agency.
(9) ILegalization of documents.
Priorities

The Commission decided that priority should be given to the
following topics:

(1) International sale of gcods;

(ii) Internaticnal payments;

(iii) Commercial arbitration.
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ITIT. Methods of worlk

Methods of work should be suitable to the particular topic under
consideration.

IV. Working groups, or sub-ccommittees or other appropriate bedies of
the Commission, should be appointed during the present session to
deal respectively with the topics mentioned in paragraph II and
submit their reports to the Commission at its next session.

V. The Ccmmission endorses the statement of the Chairman that it
should take its decisions as far as possible by a consensus,
failing which by a vote, as under the rules of procedure for
the subsidiary organs of the General Assembly.

L1. The representative of the USSR wished it noted, with respect to item (7)
of section I of the working paper, that, since some representatives had called
attention to the fact that the most-favoured-nation clause was being considered
by the International Law Comwission, his delegation reserved its position on
the inclusion of the most-favoured-nation clause under item (7) pending the
further steps to be taken by the International Law Commission concerning the
legal aspects of that question.

L2. The order in which the three topics were listed in section II of the working
paper was not considered by the Ccmmission as implying any order of priority as
between the three topics. It was cbserved in that connexion that the Commission
might consider it appropriate that work on the three topics should proceed
concurrently.

43, It was understood, with respect to section IIT of the working paper, that
the particular methods of work to be followed by the Commission, including
consultations with other bodies active in the progressive harmonization and
unification of international trade law, would be decided upon by the Ccmmigsion
in light of the requirements of each particular topic. It was clarified, at the
15th meeting of the Commission and later at its 17th meeting, that section IV
of the working paper was to be read as being subject to section III of the
working paper. Accordingly, the question of the eghtablishment of working groups
or sub~-committees or other appropriate bodies, as referred to in section IV,

was a matter that would be open for discussion when the Ccmmission congidered,
in terms of section III of the working paper, the methods of work that would be
sultable with respect to a particular topic.

Ui, The purpose of section V of the working paper, it was also noted, was to
acknowledge the understanding reached within the Commission with respect to the
principle of consensus as stated by the Chairman at the 8th meeting of the
Commission.

B. Organization of work and methods

1. Methods of work for vriority topics

45, The Commission decided at its 15th meeting, on 15 February 1968, that a
working group should be establisghed to advise the Commission, at its present
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session, on the methods of work that should be followed in dealing with the three
topics given priority; namely, international sale of goods, international payments,
and commercial arbitration. The Ccmmission, after considering various suggestions
as to the composition of such a working group, decided that the working group
should consist of the members of the bureau of the Commission; namely, the
Chairman, Mr. Emmanuel Kodjoe Dadzie (Ghana); the three Vice-Chairmen,

Mr. Anthony Mascn (Australia), Mr. Laszlo Reczei (Hungary), and

Mr. Shinichiro Michida (Japan); and the Rapporteur, Mr. Jorge Barrera Graf
(Mexico), assisted by the Secretariat. The working group would hold meetings

open to representatives and observers. Accordingly, any representative or
observer who might be interested in a particular phase of the work could express
his views at meetings to be held by the working group for that purpose. The
meetings of the working group would be informal.

4L6. On 20 February 1968, at the 16th meeting of the Commission, a working paper
entitled "Methods of work for priority topics" (A/CN.9/L.5) was submitted to the
Ccmmission by the Working Group. The purpose of the working paper, it was stated,
was to indicate possible methods which the Commission might wish to consider in
dealing with the three priority topics which had been selected for inclusion in
the work programme of the Commission: international sale of goods, international
payments and international commercial arbitration. The scope of the working
paper was confined, it was also stated, to the period between the first and the
second sessions of the Commission.

47. The working paper was discussed by the Ccmmission at its 16th, 17th, 18th
and 19th meetings; and on the basis of such discussions, the Commission decided
upon methods of work to be followed between the first and second sessions of the
Commission with respect to the three topics given priority.

48. The decisions of the Ccmmission were recorded in document A/CN.9/9, on the
methods of work for priority topics, as follows

L. INTRODUCTION
1. The purpose of this paper is to indicate possible methods that
may be used in dealing with the priority topics selected for inclusion
in the work programme of the Ccmmission. The scope of this paper is
confined to the period between the first and the second sessions of
the Commission.

2. Ab its lh4th meeting, the Commission decided that the following
topics should be given priority:

(a) 1International sale of goods;
(b) International payments;
(¢c) International commercial arbitration.

3 The Commission also decided that the methods of work should be
suitable to the particular topic under consideration.
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L. During the general debate the importance of making a thorough study
of each topic in order to enable the Commission to make substantive
decisions was emphasized. Paragraph IV of working paper A/CN.9/L.1/Rev.l
suggests that '"working groups, or sub-ccmmittees or other appropriate
bodies of the Commigsion, should be appointed during the present session
to deal respectively with the topics mentioned in paragraph II and

submit their reports to the Commission at its next session". It was

also stressed during the debate that in carrying out its functions the
Commission should co-operate. with the respective organizations and

avoid duplication of work.

IT. INTERNATIONAL SALE OF GCODS

5. During the general debate the following items, falling within the
scope of international sale of goods, were suggested by delegations:

(a) International sale of goods in general;
(b) Hague Conventions of 1964 relating to a Uniform Law on the
International Sale of Gecods and to a Uniform Law on the Formation of

Contracts for the International Sale of Goods;

(c) Hague Convention of 1955 on the Law Applicable to International
Sale of Goods;

(d) Elaboration of a commercial code;
(e) Contracts of sale;
(f) Different legal aspects of contracts of sale:

(1) Time-limits and limitations (prescriptimn) in the field
of internati...al sale of goods;

(ii) Agency;g/
(1ii) Consequences of frustration;

(iv) Force majeure clauses in contracts;

(g) General .onditions of sale, standard contracts, Incoterms
and other trade terms.

Principal international instruments and formulations

6. The following international instruments and formulations may be
considered as being of special importance with respect to the harmonization
and unification of the law of the international sale of goods:

g/ Under this item it is intended to deal both with the common law concept of

"agency" and the concepts of "représentation" (in French) and "full powers"
in other systems.
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(a) Convention relating to a Uniform Law on the International
Sale of Goods of 1964 (prepared by UNIDROIT);

(b) Convention relating to a Uniform Law on the Formation of
Contracts for the International Sale of Goods of 1964 (prepared by
UNIDROIT);

(c) Counventioi: on the Law Applicable to International Sale of
Goods of 1955 (formulated by the Hague Conference on Private
International Law);

(d) Convention on the Law Applicable for the Transfer of Property
in International Sales of Corporeal Movables of 1958 (formulated by the
Hague Conference);

(e) "Incoterms of 1953" - international rules for the interpretation
of trade terms - (formulated by the International Chamber of Commerce);

(f) International rules for the interpretation of the trade
terms "Delivered at frontier... (named place of delivery at frontier)"
and "Delivered... (named place of destination in the country of
importation) duty paid" (formulated by the International Chamber of
Commerce);

(g) General conditions of sale and standard forms of contract
as listed in paragraph 67 of document A/6396 (formulated by the
Economic Commission for Europe).

Selected items

T In view of the wide scope and complex nature of the concept of
international sale of goods as laid down in paragraph 5 above, at this
early stage the Commission found it impractical to deal with all the
facets of the subject at the same time. Accordingly, the Commission
selected some of the main items within the topic, i.e.: (a) the Hague
Conventions of 1964; (b) the Hague Convention on Applicable Law of
1955; (c) tims-limits and limitations (prescription) in the field of
international sale of goods; (d) general conditions of sale, standard
contracts, Incoterms and other trade terms.

Other items within the priority list

8. It was agreed that any member of the Commission would be at
liberty to submit to the Secretary-General studies on any topic on
the priority list other than the selected items referred to in
paragraph 7 above. The Secretary-General was requested to circulate
such studies to all the members of the Cocmmission.

Methods of work

(a) Study of the items as a whole

9. As regards methods of work, one possibility would be to make a
comprehensive study of the selected items referred to in paragraph 7,
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having in mind the over-all aim of promoting the progressive harmonization
and unification of the law of the international sale of goods, as a whole.

10. It would not scem possible, however, to prepare a gstudy of such
magnitude in time for submission to the second session of the Commission.
As indicated in paragraph 6 above, the main instruments relating to the
selected items wore formulated by different organizations (UNIDROIT, the
Hague Conference, ICC, FCE). Accordingly, lhe Commission did not find it
desirable to entrust the work as o whole to a single organization. On the
other hand, the Commission considered that if the organizations concerned
were invited to deal Jjointly with the matter, it would be difficult for
such orpanizations to make substuntial progress within the short time
available.

11. Other methods could be envisuaged, such as entrusting the work to the
Secretariat, in which case the assistance of consultants would be required.
However, in view of the limited {'inancial resources available to the
Commission in 1968 this method was not found to be entirely suitable for
the purpose.

(b) Study of the items separately

12. The Commission decided theretore, at this stage, to deal separately
with the selected items, i.e.:

(1) ‘The Hapgue Conventions of 196k;
(1i) The Hupue Convention on Applicable Taw of 10553

(iii) Time-limits and limitations (prescription) in the field of
internationnl cale of goods;

(iv) General conditions of sale, standard contracts, Incoterms and
other trade terms.

(i) The Hague Conventions of 190k

2

15. While the Hapue Conventions of 190k have nol yot come into forcei/ they
enconmpass a very wide area within the scope ol the international sale of
goods and are the product of many years of preparatory work.

4. It was considered desirable, therefore, Lo take stock of the altitude

of States in respect of those conventions. Tor this purpose the Commission
decided to adopt the [following procedurc:

A, The Decretary-General should send to States Members of the United
Qa

Nations and States members of any of its speciulized agencies a
questionnaire, lLogether with the text of the conventions and Professor Tunc's

See A/CN.Y/Y, para. 4 and foot-note L.
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commentary thereon. ILach of the HStautes concerned should be invited to
indicate whether or not the State intends to adhere to the 19C4 Conventions
and the reasons for its position.

B. In addition, the States members of the Commission should be invited
to make, if possible, a study in depth of the subject, taking into account
the aim of the Commission in the promotion of the harmonization and
unification of the law of international sale of goods.

C. The replies and studies referred to in A and B above should be
transmitted by Governments to the Secretary-General within six months from
the receipt of the Secretary-General's invitation to that effect.

D. The Secretary-General should circulate the text of the
aforementioned replies and studies to the States members of the Commission,
UNIDROIT and any other organization especially concerned for their comments.

E. The Secretary-General should also prepare, in consultation with the
secretariat of UNIDROIT, an analysis of the replies and studies received
from Governments. In the preparation of such an analysis account should be
taken of any action which might be undertaken by UNIDROIT, pursuant to
Recommendation II adopted by the Diplomatic Conference on the Unification
of the Law Governing the International Sale of Goods. 4/ The analysis should
be circulated to the States members of the Commission, UNIDROIT and any
other organization especially concerned, for their comments.

Fo The Commission, at ils second session, should consider the replics
and studies referred to in A and B, the analysis referred to in E, as well
as any comments made under D and E.

15. The Commission considered desirable that the replies and studies
referred to in A and B of the preceding paragraph should reflect adeguotely
the points of view of the different legal and economic systems as well as
those of developed and develoning countries.

(ii) The Hupue Convention of 1945 on the Luw Applicable to International

Sale of Goods

16. As of this date, seven Statesi/ have adhered to the Hague Convention

of 1955, which was established under the auspices of the Hague Conference on
Private International Law. While the scope of the Convention is much less
wide than the 190k Conventions, it deals with & matter of congiderable
importance in avoiding conflicts of law in international sale of goods
transactions. The Commission found it desirable, therefore, Lo draw the
1955 Convention Lo the atlention of a wider range of Hlates than those

which are members of Lhe Lague Conlerence on Private International lLaw.

See A/CN.O/5, para. 5.

Belgium, Denmark, IFinland, France, Italy, Norway and Swedel.
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17. For this purpose the Commlssion decided to adopt the following
procedure:

A, The Secretary-General should transmit the text of the Convention
to States Members of the United Nations and States members of any of its
specialized agencies. At the same time each of the States approached should
be invited to indicate whether or not the State intends to adhere to the
1955 Convention and the reasons for its position.

B. The replies to the above questions should be tranzmitted by
Governments to the Secretary-General within six months from the receipt of
the Secretary-General's invitation.

C. The Secretary~General should transmit the text of the replies
to the Hague Conference on Private International Law for comments.

D. The Commission, at its second session, should consider the replies
from Governments as well as any comments thereon made by the Hague
Conference.

(11i) Time-limits and limitations (prescription) in the field of
international sale of goods

18. The Commission decided to request the Secretary-General, after
appropriate consultation, to invite interested Govermments of States who
are members of the Commission to submit to the Secretary-General studies on
the subject of time-limits and limitations (prescription) in the field of
international sale of goods. The Secretary-General shall, in addressing
invitations to Governments, have regard to the desirability of obtaining
studies which are illustrative of the legal systems of the world.

(iv) General conditions of sale, standard contracts, Incoterms and
other tfracde terms

19. With respect tn general conditions of sale and standard contracts, the
Commission decided to request the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the secretariats of the ECE, the other regional economic commissions and
other organizations contcerned, to submit to the second session of the
Commission a prelimi:ary report examining the possibility of promoting the
wider use of the existing general conditions of sale and standard contracts.

20. As regards Incoterms 19535, the Commission decided to request the
Secretary-General to invite the International Chamber of Commerce to submit
to the Secretary-General, before the second session of the Commission, a
report including its views and suggestions concerning possible action that
riight be taken for the purponse of promoting the wider use of Incoterms and
other trade terms by thosc engaged in international commerce.

21l. The reports referred to in the preceding paragraphs 19 and 20 should
state the considerations and factors which are impeding a wider use and
acceptance of general conditions of sale, standard contracts, Incoterms
and other trade terms.
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IIT. INTERNATIONAL PAYMENTS

22. During the general debate the following topics, falling within the
scope of international payments, were suggested by delegations:

(a) negotiable instruments;
(b) Tanker's commercial credits;

(c) guarantees and securities.

Principal international instruments and formulations

23. The following international instruments and formulations mey be
considered as being of special importance with respect to the harmonization
and unification of the law of international payments:

(a) Convention providing a Uniform Law for Bills of Exchange and
Promissory Notes of 1930;

(b) Convention for the Settlement of Certain Conflicts of Laws in
connexion with Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes of 1930;

(¢c) Convention providing a Uniform Law of Cheques of 1931;

(d) Convention for the Settlement of Certain Conflicts of Laws in
connexion with Cheques of 1931;

(e) Uniform Customs and Practice for Documentary Credits (formulated
by the International Chamber of Commerce);

(f) Uniform Rules for the Collection of Commercial Paper (formulated
by the International Chamber of Commerce).

Method of work

24k, The considerations contained in paragraphs 9-~11 above in connexion
with international sale of goods are generally applicable to the concept of
international payments as well, which is also a wide and complex subject.

25. Rather than making a comprehensive study of international payments as
a whole, ‘the Commission found it convenient, therefore, to deal separately
with (i) negotiable instruments; (ii) banker's commercial credit and

(iii) guarantees and securities. Consistent with the object of the
Commission, i.e. the progressive harmonization and unification of the law
of international trade, it was agreed that the consideration of these items
by the Commission should relate primarily to international transactions.
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7/

(i) Negotiable instruments

26. UNIDROIT has been working on the subject of unification of law reclaling
ta negotiable instruments. §/ The Commission therefore considered it
appropriate to request the Secretary-General to consult with UNIDROIT as to
whether the latter would be prepared to make a study of the measures that
could be adopted in order to promote the harmonization and unification of
the law relating to negoliable instruments, in so far as transactions
involving different countries are concerned, and especially:

(a) to examine the question of the convenience of promoting a wider
acceptance of the Conventions of 1930 and 1931 referred to in sub-paragraphs
(a), (b), (¢) and (d) of paragraph 23 above;

(b) to study the possible means of giving reciprocal international
recognition and proteclion to negotiable instruments under the Common Law
and to the instruments recognized under the Geneva Conventions; and

(¢) to consider the creation of a new international negotiable
instrument for international payments.

27. The Commission will consider the reply from UNIDROIT at its second

session, together with any suggestions that may be submitted by the States
members of the Commission.

(ii) Banker's commercial credits

28, In view of the interest of, and work done by, the International Chamber
ol Commerce on this and related topics 7/ the Commission decided to request
the Secretary-General to inquire whether the ICC would be prepared to
undertoke a study of ihe subject. The Secretary-General was also requested
to consult with other organizations concerned.

(1ii) Guarantees and sccurities

290, It does not appear that any existing organizations has dealt with the
subject of the harmonization and unification of law with respect to
guarantees and securilies as related to international payments. Al thic
stage, therefore, the Commission decided to request the Sceretary-Geno ol
to make a preliminary examination of this matter with a view to the
possibility of making a gludy for submission to the Commission at lhe
appropriate time.

fee A/6596, annex IT A 5.
t)(,(.? A/G)f)(), pd,l‘llu. 1)4-"(“106.




IV. INTERNATIONAL CCMMERCIAL ARBITRATION

Principal international instruments and formulations

30. The following international instruments and formulations may be

considered as being of special importance with respect to the harmonizalion

and unification of the law relating to international commercial arbitration:
(a) Geneva Protocol on Arbitration Clauses of 1923;

(b) Convention on the Execution of Foreign Arbitral Awards of 1927;

(¢) Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral
Awards of 1958 (adopted by a Conference convened by the United Nations);

(d) BEuropean Convention on International Commercial Arbitration of 1961;

(e) Arbitration Rules (formulated by the Economic Commission for
Europe);

(f) Agreement of 17 December 1962 relating to the Application of Lhe
Furopean Convention on International Commercial Arbitration (formulated by
the Council of Europe);

(g) Convention on the Settlement of Investment Disputes between Statles
and Nationals of Other States (formulated by the International Rank for
Reconstruction and Development);

(h) Furopean Convention providing a Uniform ILaw on Arbitration
(formulated by the Council of Europe);

(i) Rules for International Commercial Arbitration (formulated by the
Iconomic Commission for Asia and the Far ast);

(j) standards for Conciliation (formulated by the Economic Commission
for Asia and the Far Eastl);

(k) Draft Inter-American Convention on Commerc .al Arbitration
(formulated by the Inter-American Juridical Committee);

(1) Draft Protocol on the Recognition and Enforcement of Arbitral
Awards (formulated by the Council of Furope).

Methods of work

51. As indicated in the list contained in the preceding paragraph, the
United Nations (including its regional cconomic commissions) has buen working
on several aspects of international commercial arbitration.

32. The Commission decided therefore to request the Secretary-General, in
consultation with the organs and organizations concerned, 1o preparc a
preliminary study of steps that might be taken with a view to promoting the
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harmonization and unification of law in this field, having particularly in
mind the desirability of avoiding divergencies among the different
instruments on this subject.

53. With respect to the Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of
Foreign Arbitral Awards, which was established under the auspices of the
United Nations, the Commission decided to draw the attention of Member

States of the United Nations to the existence of the Conventién and to invite
States to consider the possibility of adhering to it.

V. COLLABORATION WITH ORGANIZATIONS

34, In carrying out its work on the topics selected as priority items the
Commission considered it desirable to collaborate with organs and
organizations concerned with the progressive harmonization and unification
of those aspects of the law of international trade.

35. With this aim in view the Commission decided to request the Secretary-
(Ceneral to hold suitable consultations with the organs and organizations
concerned as may be indicated in the different phases of the work.

L9. As regards the provisions of paragraph 14.A and 17.A of the above paper, the
representative of the USSR expressed the view that, as all countries engaged in
international trade, the documents referred to in those paragraphs should be
transmitted nov only to members of the United Nations and of the specialized
agencies but to all countries. The representatives of Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Kenya, Romania, Syria, the United Arab Republic and the United Republic of
Tanzania expressed agreement with the view of the representative of the USSR.

50. A number of representatives expressed the view that the question raised by
the representative of the USSR involved political and practical difficulties and
was not a question that could be appropriately determined by a technical body such
as the Commission. They also drew attention to the statement made by the
Secretary-General on the same question in the General Assembly at its

1258th plenary meeting on 18 November 1963, which was reaffirmed by the Secretary-
General in a communication circulated to the Security Council on 18 May 1967

(s/7891).

5l. It was noted that some legal concepts, as for example the common law concepts
of "agency" and "limitations" (in English), may not have exact equivalents in the
terminology of other legal systems. It was generally agreed that whenever g
legal concept in one language or legal system has a broader connotation than its
version in another language or legal system the concept should be understood to
encompass the broader scope, unless the Commission decides otherwise.

2. Establishment of a working group

52. The Commission at its 2lst meeting adopted the following proposal made by
the representative of India concerning the establishment of a working group:

ol



"A Working Group of this Commission be established composed of fourteen
member States represented on the Commission:

6 from the Asian-African States;

2 from the Eastern European States;

2 from the Latin American States; and

L from the Western Buropean and other States,

to be appointed by the Chairman in consultation with the different groups
concerned.

"The Secretary-General should arrange for a meeting of such Working
Group, one week before the opening of the second session of the Commission,
if in the light of the comments, reports and studies on the priority toplcs
received pursuant to the proposals in working paper A/ON.9/L.5, §/ the
Secretary-General is of the opinion that it would be of assistance to the
Commissiont!s future work to arrange such meeting.

"Tf such meeting is convened, other members of the Commission shall
be entitled to be present at the meetings of the Working Group and to
present their observations orally or in writing.

"The Working Group shall examine the comments of Governments, reports
and studies received pursuant to the recommendations in working paper
A/CN.9/L.3 on the priority topics, and generally consider the progress made
in the work programme established by the Commission at its first session
and shall make appropriate proposals or recommendations to the Commission
at its second session."

5%. At the 23rd meeting of the Commission, the Chairman appointed for membership
in the working group the Congo (Democratic Republic of), Ghana, Kenya and the
United Arab Republic, nominated by the African States, and Brazil and Chile,
nominated by the Latin American States.

54, At the same meeting, the Commission decided that the other groups of States
represented on the Commission should submit to the Secretary-General their
nominations of States for membership in ile working group not later than one month
before the date on which the working group might be convened by the Secretary-
General, namely one week before the opening of the second session of the
Commission.

55. At the 25th meeting of the Commission, the Chairman appointed for membership
in the working group India and Japan, nominated by the Asian group.

§/ For the text as approved by the Commission, see paragraph L8 above.
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£ Working relationships and collaboration with other bodies

56. The Commission decided, at its 23rd meeting, that the question of working
relationships and collaboration with other bodies (item 5 (c) of the agenda)
should be considered at its next session. The Chairman noted that the temporary
arrangements described in section A of chapter IIT of the Secretary-Generaltls
note on collaboration and working relationships with organs and organizations
concerned with international trade law (A/CN.9/7) would continue to apply pending
a decision by the Commission on this subject. With reference to paragraphs 12
and 13 of document A/CN.9/7, the Secretary-General was requested to place on the
mailing list for documents relating to the activities of the Commission those
inter-governmental and international non-governmental organizations which are
concerned with the priority topics included in the work programme of the
Commission.

26 -



CHAPTER V

ESTABLISHMENT WITHIN THE SECRETARIAT OF A REGISTER OF
ORGANIZATIONS AND A REGISTER OF TEXTS

57. A working paper (A/CN.9/L.2) containing recommendations with respect to the
establishment within the Secretariat of a register of organizations and a register
of certain treaties and legislative texts was submitted to the Commission at its
1hth meeting by the representative of the United Kingdom.

58. The working paper was considered at the 1lhth meeting of the Ccmmission, in
the course of which a number of points pertaining to the proposed collection and
dissemination of such information by the Secretariat was discussed.

59. At the 16th meeting, the representative of the United Kingdem informed the
Commission that, in the light of the previous discussion in the Commission and
following informal consultations between members, he was submitting a revised
proposal to the Commission (A/CN.9/L.5). His original proposal was, accordingly,
withdrawn. The proposal of the United Kingdom was accompanied by a statement
prepared by the Secretariat on the financial and administrative implications of
the proposal (A/CN.9/L.5/Add.1).

60. The revised proposal of the United Kingdcm was, together with the
Secretariat's statement on financial and administrative implications, considered
by the Commission at its 20th and 2lst meetings. After certain amendments had
been made, the proposal was approved by the Coumission for inclusion in its
report as follows:

Recommendation approved by the Commission at its 2lst meeting,
on 23 February 1968, for inclusion in the report

I

1. The Ccmmission requests the Secretary-General to set up a register
of organizations, together with their work, and a register of certain
international instruments, texts and related documentation. These
registers would be maintained in accordance with paragraphs 2 to 5
below.

Register of organizations

2 The register of organizations would contain the names of:

(b

(a) Organs of the United Nations;
Specialized agencies and inter-governmental organizations; and
)

(c) International non-govermmental organizations in consultative
status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations;
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which are actively engaged in work, in the fields mentioned in

paragraph 5 below, towards the progressive harmonization and unification
of the law of international trade by promoting the adoption of
international conventions, uniform laws, standard contract provisions,
general conditions of sale, standard trade terms and other measures of

a legal nature.

3. This register would be compiled in consultation with the
organizations concerned and would contain a summary of work relating
to the fields referred to in paragraph 5 below, which has been
acccmplished or is being undertaken by the organizations referred to
in the register.

Register of texts

L. The register of texts would contain material relating to the
fields mentioned in paragraph 5 below as follows:

(a) The text of existing international conventions, model and
uniform laws, customs and usages of a multilateral nature which have
been published in written form;

(b) A brief summary of proposed international conventions, model
and uniform laws, customs and usages of a multilateral nature which
are in preparvation and have been published in written form.

Fields to be covered

5. The registers envisaged above would, in the first instance, be
concerned with the following fields:
a) The law of sale of goods (corporeal movables);

b Standard trade terms;

d

(a)

(b)

(c) Arbitration law;
(d) Negotiable instruments;
(e)

e) Documentary credits and the collection of ccmmercial paper.

Publication

6. The information contained in the registers would be published and
disseminated in the English, French, Spanish and Russian languages.

Bibliography

7. The Secretary-General should inquire whether one or more universities,
research or similar institutions in the States Members of the United
Nations would be willing to ccmpile and disseminate a list of published
books, articles and ccmmentaries on 4 (a) and (b) above, and should

report on this matter to the Commission at its second session.
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II

Continuity of registers

In order that the scope of the registers mentioned in section I
may be reviewed and expanded, the Commission reccmmends that the agenda
of the second session of the Commission should include the following
item:

"Register of organizations and register of texts'.

6l. As regards paragraph 7 of the proposal, certain representatives expressed
the view that the Secretary-General's inguiry should be directed to all countries.
They drew attention to the views recorded in paragraph 49 of the report. Certain
other representatives referred to the political and practical difficulties which
the question involved and drew attention to the views recorded in paragraph 50 of
the report.

62. The Commission in approving the inclusion of the proposal in the report
decided to draw the attention of the General Assembly to the financial implications
of the proposal and requested the Secretary-General to make a detailed study of

the financial implications of the proposal for submission to the General Assembly.

63. As regards paragraph 4 (a) of the proposal, the Commission decided that the
register should indicate the status of signatures, ratifications, accessions,
date of entry into force, reservations and depositaries of the conventions, as
well as the existence of explanatory notes.
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CHAPTER VI

TRAINING AND ASSISTANCE IN THE FIELD OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW

64. A draft resolution sponsored by Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico
and the United States (A/CN.9/L.4) on training and assistance in the field of
international trade law, particularly in many of the developing countries, was
subraitted to the Commission at its 17th meeting. The draft resolution was the
subject of discussion at the 18th and 19th meetings of the Commigssion.

05. At the 2lst meeting of the Ccmmission, the draft resolution was withdrawn by
its sponsors and in its place a proposal was made for the inclusion of a paragraph
on such training and assistance in the report of the Commission on the
understanding that a consensus had been reached thereon. The United States in
introducing the proposal stated that it had been prepared in light of the
discussicn of the subject in the Commission and of informal consultations between
members of the Ccmmission.

66. After certain amendments had been made, the Commission reached agreement, at
its 22nd meeting, on the provisions of the paragraph to be included in the
Commission's report. The text of the agreed provisions is contained in the
following paragraph.

67. The Commission noted the special importance of increasing the opportunities
for the training of experts in the field of international trade law, particularly
in many of the developing countries. In this connexion, mindful of the activities
being undertaken within the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching,
Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International Law, and of the work
of the advisory Ccmmittee on that Programme (General Assembly resolution

220k (XXI)), the Commission considered that it should establish close and
co-operative ccntact with the United Nations agencies, organizations and bodies,
and with other inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations having
responsibilities or concerns in the field of assigtance related to international
trade low, particularly training and research. It requested the Secretary-General
to prepare a report with a view to establishing such co-operative relations, to

be considered by the Commission aut its second session.

(8. 'The Secretary-General should, in the preparation of the report, pay due
regard, in so far as appropriate, to the principal legal systems of the world.
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T

CHAPTER VII

OTHER DECISIONS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE CCMMISSION

A Legislation on shipping

69. Considering the proposal of the delegation of Chile and the discussion in
the Commission on maritime shipping, the representative of the Secretary-General
informed the Commission that the Legal Office would draw up a paper on this
topic for subsequent consideration by the Commission. 9/ The Ccmmission took
note with satisfaction of this information.

B. Chairman's visit to the second sesgion of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development

70. The Ccmmission at its 23rd meeting decided to invite its Chairman, or if he
was unable to go, another member of the bureau, at the end of the first session,
to journey to New Delhi to participate in the meetings of the second session of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

Tle It also decided that the purpose of the Chairman's visit would be: |

(a) To convey to the Chairman of the second session of UNCTAD the expression
of the Commission's desire to establish and maintain close collaboration with
UNCTAD and its organs, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI);

(b) To inform the second session of UNCTAD of the contents of the report of
the Commission on its first session, and to inform in particular the Fourth
Committee of the second session of UNCTAD of the course of discussion on the
subject of transportation;

(¢c) To convey to the appropriate organs of UNCTAD the desire of the

Commission to avoid duplication of work between UNCTAD and the Commission and
their respective secretariats in the field of international trade law.

Ce Date of the second session

72. The Commission decided, at its 23rd meeting, that its next session, which
would be held in Geneva, should be convened on 3 March 1969 for a period of
four to five weeks.

D. Adoption of the report of the Commission

T35, At its 25th meeting, on 26 February 1968, the Commission adopted the report
on its first session, and the Chairman declared the first session of the Ccmmission
closed.

2/ For the statement of the representative of the Secretary-General, see
A/CN.9/8R.25.
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ANNEX I

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A. MEMBERS OF THE CCMMISSION

ARGENTTNA

Representative

Mr. Gervasio Ramdén Carlos COLOMBRES, Professor at the Catholic Argentinian
University Santa Maria of Buenos Aires and at the University of Buenos
Aires

AUSTRALIA

Representative

Mr. Anthony MASON, Q.C., Solicitor-General for the Commonwealth of
Australia

Alternate Representative

Mr. Michael McKEOWN, First Secretary, Permanent Mission

BELGIUM
Representative

Mr. Albert LILAR, Professor at the Law Faculty and at the Faculty of
Social, Political and Economic Sciences of the Free University of
Brussels, former Minister, Senator

Alternate Representatives

Mr. Paul JENARD, Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade

Mr. Erik BAL, Firgst Secretary, Permanent Mission

BRAZIL
Representative

Mr. Nehemias DA SILVA GUEIROS, Professor of Civil Law, Recife Law School
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CHILE
Representative

Mr. Eugenio CORNEJO FULLER, Professor at the Faculty of Juridical and
Social Sciences, Catholic University of Valparaiso

Alternate Representative

Mr. Jos3 PINERA, Ambassador, Permanent Representative to the United Nations

COLCMBIA
Representative

Mr. Alvaro HERRAN MEDINA, Ambassador, Alternate Representative to the
United Nations

CONGO (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF)
Representative

Mr. Vincent MUTUALE, First Secretary, Permanent Mission

Alternate Representative

Mr. Gérard BALANDA

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Representative

Mr. Josef SMEJKAL, Ambassador, Head of Legal Department, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

Alternate Representative

Mr. Iudvik KOPAC, Legal Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Trade
Adviser

Mr. Ji¥i MLADEK, First Secretary, Permanent Mission

FRANCE
Representative

Mr. René DAVID, Professor at the Faculty of Law and Economic Scierces of
Paris

Alternate Representative

Mr. Claude CHAYET, Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations

Advisers

Mr. Alain DEJAMMET, Secretary of Embassy, Permanent Mission
Miss Sylvie ALVAREZ, Secretary of Embassy, Permanent Migsion
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GHANA
Representative

Mr. Emmanuel Kodjoe DADZIE, Ambassador, Chief State Attorney, Office of the
Attorney-General

Alternate Representative

Mr. Emmanuel SAM, First Secretary, Permanent Mission
Adviger
Mrs. Agnes Y. AGGREY-ORLEANS, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission

HUNGARY
Representative

Mr. Ldszld RECZEI, Ambassador, Professor of Law, Department of Econcmics,
University of Budapest

Alternate Representatives

Mr. Ivawu SZASZ, Head of the Legal Department, Minlstry of Foreign Trade

Mr. Ferenc Gyarmati, First Secretary, Permanent Mission

INDIA
Representative

Mr. K. Khrishna RAO, Ambassador, Joint Secretary and Legal Adviser, Ministry
of External Affairs

Alternate Representative

Mr. B.C., MISHRA, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission
Adviser

Mr. D.A. KAMAT, Legal Adviser, Permanent Mission

IRAN
Representative

Mr. Mansouir SAGHRI, Professor of Commercial ILaw, Faculty of Law of Teheran
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ITALY
Representative

Mr. Giorgio BERNINI, Professor of Private Ccmparative Law, University of
Ferrara

Adviser
Mr. Joseph WITTI, First Secretary, Permanent Mission

JAPAN
Representative

Mr. Shinichiro MICHIDA, Professor of Law, University of Kyoto

KENYA
Representative

Mr. Maluki Kitili MWENDWA, Solicitor-General of Kenya

Alternate Representative

Mr. Raphael Joseph OMBERE, Assistant Secretary (Legal), Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

MEXICO
Representative

Mr. Jorge BARRERA GRAF, Professor of Commercial Law, National University
of Mexico

NIGERIA
Representative

Mr. Adeitan Ayinde ADEDIRAN, Acting Solicitor-General and Permanent Secretary

Alternate Representative

Mr. B. Akporode CLARK, Counsellor, Permanent Mission
Adviser

Mr. O.B. AWOSIKA, Second Sezretary, Permanent Mission

NORWAY
Representative

Mr. Stein ROGNLIEN, Head of Department of Legislation, Ministry of Justice

Alternate Representative

Mr. Per TRESSELT, First Secretary of Embassy, Permanent Mission
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ROMANIA
Representative

Mr. Ion NESTOR, Scientific Secretary, Council for Juridical Research,
Academy of Scilence of Rcmania

Alternate Representative

Mr. Vagile TILINCA, Second Secretary, Press Officer, Permanent Mission

SPATIN
Representative

Mr. Joaguin GARRIGUES, Professor of Commercial Law, University of Madrid

Alternate Representative

Mr. Santiago MARTINEZ CARO, Deputy Legal Counsellor, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

SYRTA
Representative

Mr. Kamal YAREQOUB, Legal and Financial Adviser, Ministry of Finance

Alternate Representatives

Mr. Rafic JOUEJATI, Counsellor, Permanent Mission
Mr. Dia~Allah EL-FATTAL, First Secretary, Permanent Mission

THAILAND
Representative

Mr. Arun PANUPONG, Counsellor, Royal Thai Embassy, Washington, D.C.

Alternate Representative

Mr. Wichian WATANAKUN, Royal Thal Embassy, Washington, D.C.
Adviser

Mr. Tongnoi TONGYAI, Permanent Mission

TUNISIA
Repregentative

Mr. Hichem AYOUB, Third Secretary of Embassy, Permanent Mission
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
Representative

Mr. G.S. BURGUCHEV, Chief of the Treaty and Law Administration of the
Ministry of Foreign Trade

Alternate Representative

Mr. E.T. USENKO, Doctor of Juridical Sciences, Professor at the All-Union
Academy of Foreign Trade

Adviser
Mr. N.A. SHPINDLER, Expert of the Treaty and Law Administration of the

Ministry of Foreign Trade

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC
Representative

Mr. Mohsen SHAFIK, Professor of Trade Law, Faculty of Law, Cairo University

Alternate Representative

Mr. Nabil EL ARABY, First Secretary, Permanent Mission

UNITED KINGDCM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NCRTHERN IRELAND

Representative

Mr. Anthony Gordon GUEST, Professor of "nglish Law, University of London

Alternate Representatives

Mr. Henry Galton DARWIN, Legal Counsellor, Permanent Mission
Mr. Michael John WARE, Senior Legal Assistant, Board of Trade

Adviser

Mr. John Hedley CLEMENT, Board of Trade

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
Representative

Mr. M.N. RATTANSEY, Barrister-at-Law, Member of Parliament
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Representative

Mr. Seymour J. RUBIN, Attorney-at-Law, Adjunct Profegsor of Law, Georgetown
University Law Center, Washington, D.C.

Alternate Representative

Mr. John L. HARGROVE, Senior Adviser, International Law, Permanent Mission

Adviser

Mr. Robert B. ROSENSTOCK, Adviser, Legal Affairs, Permanent Mission

B. OBSERVERS

l. United Nations organs

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

Mr. Diego CORDOVEZ, Special Assi:tant to the Secretary-General of UNCTAD
Mr. Salvatore SCHIAVO-CAMPO, Econcmic Affairs Officer

2. Specializad agencies

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Mr. D. WOODWARD, Director, FAO Liaison Office with the United Nations
Mr. M. GREENE, Assistant Director

International Bank for Reconstruction and Developrment

Mr. A. BROCHES, General Counsel
Mr. D. SURATGAR, Member of the Legal Department

International Labour Organisation

Mr. F.F. JONKER, Deputy Director, Liaison Office with the United Nations

International Monetary Fund

Mr. Robert C. EFFROS, Member of the Legal Department
Mr. Gordon WILLIAMS, Special Representative to the United Nations
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3. Inter-governmental organizations

Commission of European Communities

Mr. Friedrich ALBRECHT, Legal Counsellor

Council of Europe

Mr. Polys MODINOS, Deputy Secretary-General

Hague Conference on Private International Law

Mr, H. VAN HOCGSTRATEN, Secretary-General

International Institute for the Unification of Private ILaw

Mr. Mario MATTEUCCI, Secretary-General

Organization of 2 .erican States

Mr. Georges D. LANDAU, Member of the General Secretariat

United International Bureaux for the Protection of Intellectual Property

Mr. G.H.C. BODENHAUSEN, Director

Mr. Ross WOODLEY, Senior Counsellor for Relationg with Internaticnal
Organizations

L., International non-governmental organizations

International Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. G.W. HAIGHT, Vice President, International Arbitration Commission of
the ICC

Mr. Stephen P. LADAS, Honory Pregident, Commission for the International
Protection of Industrial Property

Mr. Carl McDOWEL, Executive Vice President, Association of Marine
Underwriters of the United States

International Juridical Organization for Developing Countries

Mr. Mario GUTTIERES, Chairman of the Executive Committee
Mr. George A. TESORO, United States representative of IJO
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C. SECRETARIAT

Mr. Constantin A. STAVROPOULOS, Representative of the Secretary-General,
The Legal Counsel

Mr. F. Blaine SLOAN, Director of the General Legal Division, Office of
Legal Affairs

Mr. Paoclo CONTINI, Secretary of the Commission, Chief of the International
Trade Law Branch, General Legal Division

Mr. Feter KATONA, Assigtant Secretary of the Commission, Senior Legal Officer
Mr. John H. de SARAM, Assistant Secretary of the Commigsion, Legal Officer

Mrs - Jelena VILUS, Assistant Secretary of the Commission, Legal Officer
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ANNEX II

RESOLUTION 2205 (XXI), ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS
14OTTH PLENARY MEETING ON 17 DECEMBER 1966

2205 (XXI). Lstablishment of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutaon 2102 (XX) of 20 December 1965, by which it requested
the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its twenty-first session
a comprehensive report on the progressive development of the law of international
trade,

Having considered with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General on
that subject, a/

Considering that international trade co-operation among States is an
important factor in the promotion of friendly relations and, consequently, in
the maintenance of peace and security,

Recalling its belief that the interests of all peoples, and particularly
those of developing countriegs, demand the betterment of conditions favouring the
extensive development of international trade,

Reaffirming its conviction that divergencies arising from the laws of
different States in matters relating to international trade constitute one of
the obstacles to the developmert of world trade,

Having noted with apprecilation the efforts made by intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations towards the progressive harmonization and
unification of the law of international trade by promoting the adoption of
inteinational conventions, un. vm laws, standard contract provisions, general
conditions of sale, standard t . .e terms and other measures,

Noting at the same time that progress in thils area has not been commensurate
with the importance and urgeancy of the problem, owing to a number of factors, in
particular insufficient co-ordination and co-operation between the organizations
concerned, their limited membership or authority and the small degree of
participation in this field on the part of many developing countries,

Considering it desirable that the process of harmonization and unification of
the law of international trade should be substantially co-ordinated, systematized
and accelerated and that a broader participation should be secured in furthering
progress in this area,

a/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-first Session, Annexes,
agenda item 88, documenscs A/6396 and Add.l and 2.
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Convinced that it would therefore be desirable for the United Nations to
play a more active role towards reducing or removing legal obstacles to the flow
of international trade,

Noting chat such action would be properly within the scope and competence
of the Organization under the terms of Article 1, paragraph 3, and Article 13,
and of Chapters IX and X of the Charter of the United Nations,

Having in mind the responsibilities of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development in the field of international trade,

Recalling that the Conference, in accordance with its General Principle Six, p/
has a particular interest in promoting the establishment of rules furthering
international trade as one of the most important factors in econcmic development,

Recognizing that there is no existing United Nations organ which is both
familiar with this technical legal subject and able to devote sufficient time to
work in this field,

I

Decides to establish a United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
(hereinafter referredto as the Commission), which shall have for its object the
promotion of the progressive harmonization and unification of the law of
international trade, in accordance with the provisions set forth in section II
below;

II

ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS CCMMISSION
ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW

1. The Commission shall consist of twenty-nine States, elected by the
General Assembly for a term of six years, except as provided in paragraph 2 of
the present resolution. In electing the members of the Commission, the Assembly
shall observe the following distribution of seats:

(a) Seven from African States;
(b) Five frecm Asian States;
(e)

(

The General Assembly shall also have due regard to the adequate representation
of the principal econcmic and legal systems of the world, and of developed and
developing countries.

Four from Eastern European States;

Five from Latin American States;

N
e

)
) Eight from Western European and other States.

o

D

g/ See Proceedings of the United Naticng “onference cn Trade and Development,
vol. I, Final Act and Report (United Nations publication, Sales No.:
64,II.B.11), annex A.I.1l, p. 18.
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2. Of the members elected at the first election, to be held at the twenty-
second session of the General Assembly, the terms of fourteen members shall
expire at the end of three years. The President of the General Assembly shall
select these members within each of the five groups of States referred to in
paragraph 1l above, by drawing lots.

3 The members elected at the first election shall take office on
1 Januvary 1968. Subsequently, the members shall take office on 1 January of the
year following each election.

L.  The representative of members on the Commission shall be appointed by
Member States in so far as possible frcm among persons of eminence in the field
of the law of international trade.

5 Retiring members shall be eligible for re-election.

6. The Commission shall normally hold one regular session a year. It
shall, if there are no technical difficulties, meet alternately at United Nations
Headquarters and at the United Nations Office at Geneva.

T The Secretary-General shall make avallable to the Commission the
appropriate staff and facilities required by the Commission to fulfil its task.

8. The Ccmmission shall further the progressire harmonization and
unification of the law of international trade by:

(g) Co-ordinating the work of organizations active in this field and
encouraging co-operation among them;

(g) Promoting wider participation in existing international conventions
and wider acceptance of existing model and uniform lawgs;

(g) Preparing or prcmoting the adoption of new international .onventions,
model laws and uniform laws and promoting the codification and wider acceptance
of international trade terms, provisions, customs and practices, in collaboration,
where appropriate, with the organizations operating in this field;

(g) Promoting ways and means of ensuring a uniform interpretation and
application of international conventions and uniform laws in the field of the law
of international trade;

(g) Collec¢ ‘“ng and disseminating information on national legislation and
modern legal developments, including case law, in the field of the law of
international trade;

(Q) Establishing and maintaining a cloge collaboration with the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development;

(g) Maintaining liaison with other United Nations organs and specialized
agencies concerned with international trade;

(g) Taking any other action it may deem useful to fulfil its functions.
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9. The Commission shall bear in mind the interests of all peoples, and
particularly those of developing countries, in the extensive development of
international trade.

10. The Commission shall submit an annual report, including its
reccmmendations, to the General Assembly, and the report shall be submitted
gsimultaneously to the United Nationg Conference on Trade and Development for
ccmments. Any such comments or recommendations which the Conference or the
Trade and Development Board may wish to make, including suggesticns on topics
for inclusion in the work of the Commission, shall be transmitted to the General
Assembly in accordance with the relevant provisions of Assembly resolution
1995 (XIX) of 30 Decembsr 1964. Any other reccmmendations relevant to the work
of the Commission which the Conference or the Board may wish to make shall be
similarly transmitted to the General Assembly.

11l. The Ccmmission may consult with or request the services of any
international or national organization, scientific institution and individual
expert, on any subject entrusted to it, if it considers such consultation or
services might assist it in the performance of its functions.

12. The Ccmmission may establish appropriate working relationships with
intergovernmental organizations and international non-governmental organizations
concerned with the progressive harmonization and unification of the law of
international trade.

IIT

1. Requesgts the fecretary-General, pending the election of the Commission,
to carry out the preparatory work necessary for the organization of the work of
the Commission and, in particular:

(g) To invite Member States to submit in writing before 1 July 1967,
taking into acccunt in particular the report of the Secretary-General, g/
comments on a programme of work to be undertaken by the Commission in discharging
its functions under paragraph 8 of section II abouve;

(g) To requegt similar comments frem the organs and organizations referred
to in paragraph 8 (£) and (g) and in paragraph 12 of section II above;

2. Decides to include an item entitled "Election of the members of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law" in the provisional agenda
of its twenty-second session.

1497th plenary meeting,
17 December 1966,

¢/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-first Session, Annexes,
agenda item 8Y, documents A/63%90 and Add.l and 2.
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ANNEX TII

LIST OF DCCUMENTS OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

ACN.O/L v v v v v w

ACN.9/2 « v v o v w

AJGNGY/3 v o 4 v v 4

A/CN.9/4 and Corr.l .

A/CN.9/L4 and Add.l and

AON.9/5 v v v v v W

A/CN.9/6 and Corr.l .

AJCN.9/T W

A/CN.9/8 . .
ACN.9/9 « v v v 0w e

A/CN.9/10 .

A. GENERAL SERIES

First session of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law: note by the Secretariat

Provisional agenda

Adoption of rules of procedure: note by the Secretary-
General

Comments by Member States, organs and organizations on
the work programme of the Commission: note by the
Secretary-General

Analysis of the camments submitted by Member States,
organs and organizations on the work programme of the
Commission: note by the Secretary-General

Survey of activities of organizations concerned with
the harmonization and unification of the law of
international trade: note by the Secretary-General

Organization and methods of work: note by the Secretary-

General

Collaboration and working relationships with organs and
organizations concerned with international trade law:
note by the Secretary-General

Agenda adopted at the 2nd meeting, on 30 January 1968

Methods of work for priority topics (Working paper
submitted by the Working Group on agenda item 5 (a)
and (b) as adopted, with amendments, by the Commission
at its 19th meeting on 22 February 1968)

Reccommendation approved by the Ccommission at its
21let meeting, on 23 February 1968, for inclusion in
the report



ACNLO/TL v v v 4 v o &

A/CN.9/L.1/Rev.l + . . .

AJCN.O/T2 v v 0 o 0 o »

A/CN.9/L..3 and Corr.l .

ACN.O/Tb « v v 0

ACN.O/LS o v v o 0 o &

A/CN.9/L.5/Add1 « « . .

A/CN.9/L.6 and Ad4.1,
Add.1/Corr.l and Corr.2,
Add.2/Rev.l and Add.3 .

A/CN.9/INF.1l and Add.l

and Rev.l

B. LIMITED SERIES
Congo (Democratic Republic of), Ghana, India, Iran,
Japan, Kenya, Nigeria, Syria, Thailand, Tunisia,
United Arab Reptblic and United Republic of Tanzania:
working paper

Working paper (accepted by the Commission as a working
paper at its 13th meeting, on 14 February 1968)

United Kingdcm of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:
working paper

Methods of work for priority topics: working paper
submitted by the Working Group

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colcmbia, Mexico and United
States of America: draft resolution

United Kingdcm of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:
draft reccmmendation

Financial and adminiastrative implications of the draft
recommendations contained in document A/CN.9/L.5: note
by the Secretary-General

Draft report of the Commission on the work of its
first session

C. INFORMATION SERIES

List of participants
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