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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
5 December 1968
Sir, |

I have the honour to transmit herewith the report to the General Assembly
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 2326 (XXII) of 16
113ecember 1967. This report covers the work of the Special Committee during

968.

The report of the Special Committee concerning “Activities of foreign eco-
nomic and other interests which are impeding the implementation of the Declara-~
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in
Southern Rhodesia, Namibia and Territories under Portuguese domination and
efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern
Africa”, which was the subject of paragraph iZ of General Assembiy resolution
2288 (XXII) of 7 December 1967, has previously been circulated in dccument

A/7320 and Add.1.!

His Excellency U Thant
Secretary-General
United Nations

New York

(Signed) Mahmoud MESTIRI
Chairman

1See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-third Session, Annexes, agenda

item 68.

CHAPTER I*
ESTABLISHMENT, ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

A. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

1. The General Assembly, at its fifteenth session,
by resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
adopted the Declaration on the Granting of Independ-
ence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

2. At its sixteenth session, the General Assembly
considered the situation with regard to the imple-
mentation of the Declaration and adopted resolution
1654 (XVI) of 27 November 1961, by which it estab-
lished a Special Committee of seventeen members to
examine the application of the Declaration, to make
suggestions and recommendations on the progress and
extent of the implementation of the Declaration and
to report to the General Assembly at its seventeenth
session. The Special Committee was directed “to carry
out its task by employment of all means which it will
have at its disposal within the framework of the pro-
cedures and modalities which it sha!ll adopt for the
proper discharge of its functions”.

")

3. At its seventeenth session, the General Assem-
bly, following its consideration of the report of the
Special Committee,! adopted resolution 1810 (XVII)
of 17 December 1962, by which it enlarged the Spe-
cial Committee by the addition of seven new members.
It invited the Special Committee “to continue to seek
the most suitable ways and means for the speedy and
total application of the Declaration to all territories
which have not yet attained independence”.

4. At the same session, the General Assembly, in
its resolution 1805 (XVII) of 14 December 1962 on
the question of South West Africa, requested the Spe-
cial Committee to discharge mutatis mutandis the
tasks assigned to the Special Committee for South
West Africa by resolution 1702 (XVI) of 19 Decem-

* Previously issued under the symbol A/7200 (part I).

10Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventeenth
i?gzzo?’ré, Annexes, addendum to agenda item 25, document

o f '
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ber 1961. By resolution 1806 (XVII) of 14 December
1962, the General Assembly decided to dissolve the
Special Committee for South West Africa.

5. The General Assembly, at its eighteenth session,
following its consideration of the report of the Special
Committee (A/5446/Rev.1), adopted resolution 1956
(XVIII) of 11 December 1963. In this resolution, it
requesied the Special Committee “to continue to seek
the best ways and means for the immediate and total
application of the Declaration to all territories which
have not yet attained independence, and to report to
the General Assembly not later than at its nineteenth
session”.

6. At the same session, the General Assembly, in
its resolution 1899 (XVIII) of 13 November 1963 on
the question of South West Africa, requested the Spe-
cial Committee to continue its efforts with a view to
discharging the tasks assigned to it by resolution 1805
(XVII).

7. The General Assembly at the same session, by
resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 December 1963, de-
cided to dissolve the Committee on Information from
Non-Self-Governing Territories and requested the Spe-
cial Committee to study the information transmitted
under Articie 73 e of the Charter of the United Na-
tions. It also requested the Special Committee to take
this information fully into account in examining the
situation with regard to the implementation of the
Declaration in each of the Non-Self-Governing Terri-
tories and to undertake any special study and prepare
any special report it might consider necessary.

8. At its nineteenth session, the General Assembly
was unable to consider the report of the Special Com-
mittee on its work during 1964. The Special Commit-~
tee, however, continued to discharge its mandate dur-
ing 1965 in the context of the declaration made by the
President at the 1330th plenary meeting of the Gen-

eral Assembly at its nineteenth session, on 18 February
1965, to the effect that the General Assembly should
for its own official records note that reports relating,
inter alia, to the implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples had in fact been received and that those
bodies which had continuing responsibilities such as
the Special Committee should continue to function,
subject to the agreed budgetary limits for 1965.

S. At its twentieth session, the General Assembly,
following its consideration of the reports of the Spe-
cial Committee (A/5800/Rev.1 and A/6000/Rev.1)
adopted resolution 2105 (XX) of 20 December 1965.
In this resolution it requested the Special Committee,
“to continue to perform its task and to continue to
seek the best means for the immediate and full appli-
cation of resolution 1514 (XV) to all Territories
which have not yet attained independence”.

10. At its twenty-first session, the General Assem-
bly, following its consideration of the report of the
Special Committee (A/6300/Rev.1), adopted resolu-
tion 2189 (XXI) of 13 December 1966. In that reso-
luticn, the Assembly requested the Special Committee
“to continue to perform its tasks and to seek suitable
means for the immediate and full implementation of
the Declaration in all Territories which have not yet
attained independence”.

11. At its twenty-second session, the General
Assembly, following its consideration of the report of
the Special Committee (A/6700/Rev.1), adopted reso-
lution 2326 (XXII) of 16 December 1967,

12. At the same session, the General Assembly also
adopted nineteen resolutions and a consensus which,
inter alia, assigned specific tasks to the Special Com-
mittee, as well as a number of other resolutions rele-
vant to the work of the Special Committee. These reso-
lutions are listed below.

Resolusions and decisions on specific Territories

Territory Resolution No. Adopted on
South West Africa 2248 (S-V) 19 May 1967
Southern Rhodesia 2262 (XXIE) 3 November 1968

Territories under Portuguese administration
Oman

South West Africa

South West Africa

Trust Territory of Nauru

Papua and the Trust Territory of New Guinea
Fiji

Gibraltar

Ifni and Spanish Sahara

Equatorial Guinea

French Somaliland

American Samoa, Antigua, Bahamas, Bermuda,
British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Cocos
(Keeling) Islands, Dominica, Gilbert and El-
lice Islands, Grenada, Guam, Mauritius, Mont-
serrat, New Heb-ides, Niue, Pitcairn, St. Hel-
ena, St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, St. Lucia, St.
Vincent, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Swazi-
land, Tokelau Islands, Turks and Caicos Is-

lands and United States Virgin Islands
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)

17 November 1967
12 December 1967
16 December 1967
16 December 1967
19 December 1967
19 December 1967
19 December 1967
19 December 1967
19 December 1967
19 December 1967
19 December 1967
19 December 1967

2270 (X3II)
2302 (XXII)
2324 (XXII)
2325 (XXII)
2347 (XXII)
2348 (XXII)
2350 (XXII)
2353 (XXII)
2354 (XXII)
2355 (XXII)
2356 (XXII)
2357 (XXII)

consensus 19 December 1967
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Resolutions concerning other items

Item

Resolution No. Adopted on

Activities of foreign economic and other inter-
ests which are impeding the implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
in Southern Rhodesia, South West Africa and
Territories under colonial domination and
efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and
racial discrimination in southern Africa

Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun-
triecs and Peoples by the specialized agencies
and the international institutions associated
with the United Nations

Consolidation and integration of the special ed-
ucational and training programmes for South
West Africa, the special training programme
for Territories under Portuguese administra-
tion and the educational and training pro-
gramme for South Africans

Information from Nen-Self-Governing Territo-
ries transmitted under Article 73 e of the
Charter of the United Nations

Offers by Member States of study and training
facilities for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing
Territories

2288 (XXII) 7 December 1967

2311 (XXII) 14 December 1967

2349 (XXII) 19 December 1967

2351 (XXIX) 19 December 1967

2352 (XXII) 19 December 1967

Other resolutions relevant to the work of the Special Committee

Item

Resolution No. Adopted on

Publications and documentation of the United
Nations

Policies of apartheid of the Government of the
Republic of South Africa

Measures for the speedy implementation of
international instruments against racial dis-
crimination

Status of Internationai Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, International
Covenant on Civil and Poljtical Rights and
Optional Protocol to the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights

International Year for Human Rights

Pattern of conferences

2292 (XXII} 8 December 1967

2307 (XXII) 13 December 1967

2332 (XXII) 18 December 1967

2337 (XXII) 18 December 1967

2339 (XXII)
2361 (XXII)

18 December 1967
19 December 1967

13. At the 1642nd plenary meeting, on 19 Decem-

ber 1967, the President of the General Assembly in-
formed the Assembly that Uruguay had withdrawn
from membership of the Special Committee. At the
same meeting, the General Assembly, on the nomina-
tion of its President, agreed to the appointment of
Honduras to fill the vacancy created by the withdrawal
of Uruguay.

14. In a letter dated 24 September 1968, the Rep-
resentative of Chile informed the President of the
General Assembly that the Government of Chile had
decided to withdraw from membership of the Special
Committee (A/7288). The President of the Assembly,
in a letter dated 21 October 1968, informed the
Secretary-General of the above-mentioned decision. In
the same letter, the President stated that he had desig-
nated Ecuador to fill the vacancy (A/7289).

15. At its 1707th plenary meeting, on 25 October

1968, the General Assembly, on the nomination of the

3

President, agreed to the appointment of Ecuador to fill
with immediate effect the vacancy created by the with-
drawal of Chile from the Special Committee. During
1968 the composition of the Special Committee was
as follows:

Afghanistan Mali
Australia Poland
Bulgaria Sierra Leone
Chile/Ecuador (see paras. 14 Syria

and 15 above) United Republic of Tanzania
Ethicpia Tunisia
Finland Union of Soviet Socialist
Honduras Republics
India United Kingdom of Great
Iran Britain and Northern Ireland
Iraq United States of America
Ttaly Venezuela
Ivory Coast Yugoslavia

Madagascar
S MU N
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16. This report covers the work of the Special Com-
mittee for the period 1 February to 5 December 1968
during which it held seventy-nine plenary meetings. In
the same period its Working Group and sub-committees
held over seventy-five meetings.

B. OPENING OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE'’S
MEETINGS IN 1968

17. The first meeting of the Special Committee in
1968 (573rd meeting), held on 1 February, was
opened by the Secretary-General.

Opening statement by the Secretary-General

18. The Secretary-General welcomed all the repre-
sentatives present, and in particular the representative
of Honduras, the newest member of the Committee.

19. In assessing the progress made by the depend-
ent peoples over the past year towards the goals of
freedom and independence it was of course not with-
out significance that constitutional advance had taken
place in certain of the smaller Territories, that the
Territories of Aden and Nauru had acceded to inde-
pendence and that within the course of the year Mau-
ritius and Swaziland were expected to attain the same
status, Yet if the balance-sheet in this regard disclosed
some positive elements, it could scarcely be claimed
that the pace of decolonization had attained the accel-
eration desired by the overwhelming majority of Mem-
ber States.

20. The explanation for that state of affairs was to
be found, not in lack of concern or effort on the part
of the United Nations, but in the non-implementation
by certain administering Powers of the relevant United
Nations resolutions and in the reluctance of some other
Powers to lend their full co-operation to the United
Nations in the application of effective solutions of out-
standing colonial problems.

21. It was against that background that, in its reso-
lution 2326 (XXII) the General Assembly had re-
quested the Special Committee to continue to perform
its task and to seek suitabie means for the immediate
and full implementation of the Declaration. Further,
in a number of resolutions concerning individual Ter-
ritories the General Assembly had also entrusted spe-
cific tasks to the Committee, all of which were aimed
at the speedy and full implementation of the objectives
laid down in the Charter and in the Declaration. In
addition, there were several poirts arising from other
resolutions of the General Assembly and from previous
decisions taken by the Committee itself to which mem-
bers would no doubt give attention in establishing the
Committee’s programme of work for the year.

22. He had drawn attention to those tasks in his
note dated 23 January 1968 (A/AC.109/282). Fur-
thermore, in its last report to the General Assembly
the Special Committee itself had referred to the im-
portance of giving attention, in connexion with its con-
sideration of each item, to the extent of compliance
with the relevant United Nations resolutions and of
making recommendations for additional measures
which might be appropriate to achieve the purposes
of the Declaration. The workload thus devolving on
the Committee was by no means light nor had the
main problems concerned become in any way more
susceptible to speedy solution.

23. Of the problems before the Committee, those
plaguing the southern part of Africa were in a class
by themselves for they constituted the most conspicu-

ous mass violation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms. As he had said elsewhere, the collective
determination of the United Nations to bring the story
of colonialism to an end seemed to have met a solid
wall of defiance in that part of the world.

24. Regarding South West Africa, the Government
of South Africa had repudiated the validity of the
General Assembly resolutions terminating its mandate
over the Territory and setting up a United Nations
Council to administer the Territory until it attained
independence as envisaged by June 1968. While that
Council was endeavouring to fulfil its mandate, he
believed that the question of South West Africa would
continue receiving the attention of the Special Com-
mittee within the context of the implementation of the
Declaration which, as stated by the General Assembly,
was fully applicable to the Territory. In the meantime
it was his earnest hope that, responding to the calls
addressed to it by the General Assembly and the
Security Council as well as by world public opinion,
the South African Government, even at that stage,
would take steps to release and repatriate the group
of South West Africans whom it had arrested in the
Territory and placed under trial in South Africa.

25. On the Territories under Portuguese adminis-
tration, it was to be regretted that yet another year
had passed without progress in the implementation of
the relevant United Nations resolutions. The Govern-
ment of Portugal had continued in its refusal to give
effect to the principle of self-determination as laid
down in those resolutions as well as its policy of politi-
cal and economic integration of those Territories with
Portugal. The intensification of military operations in
those Territories had aggravated a situation which the
Security Council during 1965 had qualified as a seri-
ous disturbance of international peace and security.
Considering the urgency of the need to enable the
peoples of the Territories to exercise fully their right
to freedom and independence, he was certain that the
question would receive continued consideration by the
Special Committee.

26. The question of Southern Rhodesia had also
been a source of increasing concern. Neither the ac-
tions taken by the Government of the United Kingdom,
nor the diplomatic and economic sanctions applied in
varying degrees by Governments in response to the
several United Nations resolutions adopted on the sub-
ject, had brought the quick and positive movement
towards a peaceful solution which the international
community had been encouraged to expect. The intro-
duction in recent months of more systematic policies
of separate development of the races constituted an
additional challenge to the general desire for rapid
progress towards majority rule and a just society free
of discrimination. While it remained the responsibility
of the United Kingdom Government as the adminis-
tering Power to restore constitutional government to
the Territory, the Special Committee would no doubt
examine what further measures were required to en-
able the pcople of Southern Rhodesia to determine
their own future in accordance with the Declaration.

27. The above-mentioned problems were different
in dimension, if not in kind, from those affecting most
of the other remaining colonial Territories. With re-
gard to those Territories, there was of course consid-
erable misgiving as to the emphasis, modalities and
pace with which the administering Powers concerned
were proceeding with the fulfilment of their obligations
under the Charter and the Declaration, There was also
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the consideration which he had underlined eariier, that
less than full co-operation had been forthcoming from
the administering Powers concerned in implementing
the specific recommendations made by the General
Assembly and the Special Committee. Equally, their
attitudes for the most part had been either negative or
qualified when the question had arisen of permitting

i access to the Territories concerned by visiting groups.

28. By thus denying to the United Nations an im-
portant source of information on the political and
economic situation in the Territories and as to the
views, wishes and aspirations of the people, “nose atti-
tudes served also to impede the search for solutions
of the peculiar difficulties confronting many of those

. Territories by reason of their small size and population,
. their limited natural resources and sometimes their geo-
© graphical isolation. Nevertheless, in examining the ap-
- plication of the Declaration to that category of Terri-

tory and in formulating recommendations, it might be

- appropriate to bear in mind that, far from forswearing

their obligations under the Charter, the adiiinistering
Powers concerned had accepted and undertaken io
give effect to the principle of self-determination.

29. Another category of problems to which the
Special Committee and the Assembly had given care-
ful consideration within the past few years, related to
Territories which were the subject either of conflicting
claims to sovereignty or of special interest to some
Governments by reason of geographical, historical or

~ other circumstances. While the objective of the Com-

mittee and the General Assembly in relation to those
Territories had remained the same, namely the full

- application of the Declaration, the specific measures

recommended had taken into consideration the special
features of each, in order to facilitate the peaceful
resolution of divergent claims and interests through
mutual accommodation and goodwill. He was confi-

-~ dent that the Committee would consider and make

constructive recommendations which would assist the

- Governments concerned in resolving the problems in-

volved within the context of the Declaration.

30. The work of the Special Committee for the
year would be unusually onerous and the programme
of meetings correspondingly heavy. For that reason,
he hoped that in organizing its work the Committee

- would take into consideration the importance of ra-

tional planning in the light of General Assembly reso-

- Jution 2361 (XXII) in order to facilitate the provi-
~ sion of the necessary technical and substantive support.
+ He was also hopeful that, in the light of General
~ Assembly resolution 2292 (XXII), the Committee
+ would pay due regard to the need to control and limit
- its documentation requirements.

31. In conclusion, he observed that in recent times
one of the more encouraging developments in the field
of decolonization had been the increasing interest

. shown by Member States in the role which the United

Nations should play in assisting the emergence of colo-

| nial peoples from dependence to independeunce. That
. further sustained efforts should be made in this regard
. corresponded of course to the obligations set out in the

j
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Charter; but the practical effectiveness of those efforts
depended primarily on full and continuing interest as
well as co-operation on the part of all Members, ad-

. ministering and non-administering Powers alike.

32. He wished the Committee every success in its
deliberations.

Election of officers

33. At its 573rd meeting, on 1 February, the Spe-
cial Committee unanimously elected the following
officers:

Chairman: Mr. Mahmoud Mestiri (Tunisia)

Vice-Chairman: Mr. Manuel Pérez-Guerrero (Vene-
zuela)

Rapporteur: Mr. C. R. Gharekhan (India)

34. At its 576th meeting, on 14 February, the
Committee unanimously elected Mr. Adnan Raouf
(Traq) as its other Vice-Chairman.

35. At its 608th meeting, on 10 June, the Special
Committee unanimously elected Mr. Abdul Samad
Ghaus (Afghanistan) as its Rapporteur, in replacement
of Mr. Gharekhan (India) who had terminated his
assignment in New York.

Statement by the Chairman

36. The Chairman said that it was a great honour
for him to have been clected Chairman of that impor-
tant Committee. To all of the members who were good
enough to put their confidence in him he wished to
express his gratitude and tender his thanks in his own
name and in that of his country. It was obvious that
the honour of being elected Chairman was addressed
not so much to him as to Tunisia, and more especially
to the man who presided over the destiny of his coun-
try, President Bourguiba, who for over thirty years
tirelessly, ceaselessly, had devoted all his efforts and
his whole life to the fight against colonialism, in
Tunisia, as well as in all of the African continent ancd
in the world, and who had carried on a constant
struggle for the dignity and freedom of man wherever
he might be.

37. He expressed his gratitude for the kind and
indulgent words of his illustrious predecessor Ambassa-~
dor Malecela, Minister Makonnen of Ethiopia, Mr.
Carrillo, the representative of Venezuela and his friend
from Madagascar, Mr. Blaise Rabetafika.

38. He also said how difficult it would be for him
to succeed a man of the calibre of Ambassador Male-
cela. Militant, dynamic, energetic, straightforward, Am-
bassador Malecela had given an example to follow, an
exemple for the Chairman and the members of the
Special Committee. At a time when he was about to
leave the United Nations to represent his great coun-
try, with his well-known fire and talent, in another
great African country, the Chairman wished to remind
him of the esteem members of the Committee had for
him and for the United Republic of Tanzania, whose
devotion to the cause of anti-colonialism was well
known and appreciated, especially by all African
countiies.

39. The Chairman also welcomed the delegation of
Honduras. which had been appointed to replace the
delegation of Uruguay, whose contribution to the Com-
mittee’s work had been highly valued by all.

40. He was convinced that he expressed the feel-
ings of all the members of the Committee in conveying
gratitude to the Secretary-General, U Thant, for the
sustained and encouraging interest which he had shown
in the work of that body of the General Assembly.
The fact that each year he presided over the opening
of the session of the Committee was a source of pride
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for all members, and above all a source of encourage-

ment, because courage was needed to carry on the task,
often fascinating, but sometimes disappointing, of set-
tling once and for all the painful problems of decolo-
nization.

41. In 1960 the peoples of the Third World had
thought with euphoria that they were about to witiiess
the final disappearance of colonialism, the sequel of
centuries of oppression and domination. However, more
than seven years after the adoption by the General
Assembly of the Declaration on the Granting of inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, several
million men still remained under colonial subjugation,
and it was still Africa which paid the highest price in
its suffering because of the continuance of the colonial
phenomenon. Angola, Mozambique, Southern Rho-
desia, South West Africa and other Territories were in
the forefront of the fight for freedom and liberation—
their obstinate struggle which the United Nations was
in duty-bound to assist.

42. The Special Committee should spare no effort
to see to it that the role of the United Nations was
effective and constructive. Every Territory, from the
smallest to the largest, would be duly considered, and
all the members of the Committee without exception,
he was sure, would make the effort of co-operation
and imagination that was needed for new and speedier
progress before the next session of the General Assem-
bly. The tasks that the Commitice had to complete,
and the new ones assigned to it by the last session of
the General Assembly, had the same objective, but
they were, none the less, very numerous and different
in kind. At the same time, the Committee did not
have too much time at its disposal, because other
activities of the United Nations would also make de-
mands upon the efforts and the time put at the dis-
posal of members of the Committee.

43. That was why he wished to appeal to all the
members of the Committee to be diligent and to see
to it that the Committee worked speedily and effec-
tively. He hoped that the Committee would adopt a
programme of work that would take into account all
ueeds.

44, Co-operation, consultation and effectiveness
would be his main policy. But his most ardent wish
was to be worthy of the confidence which the mem-
bers of the Committee had shown in him, and that
the Committee would continue to work so as not to
disappoint the hopes of peoples still under colonial
domination.

C. ORGANIZATION OF WORK

45. The Special Committee discussed the organi-
zation of its work for the year at its 573rd to 578th
meetings, between 8 and 19 February. At the 573rd
meeting, statement, were made by the Chairman
(A/AC.109/SR.573); at the 574th meeting, by the
representatives of the United States of America, Chile,
the United Republic of Tanzania, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Australia, Afghanistan and Iraq
(A/AC.109/SR.574); at the 575th meeting, by the
Chairman and the representatives of the United King-
dom, Iran, Madagascar, the Ivory Coast and the United
Republic of Tanzania (A/AC.109/SR.575); at the
576th meeting, by the representatives of the United
Kingdom, Sierra Leone, Syria, Finland, Yugoslavia
and India (A/AC.109/SR.576); at the 577th meeting,
by the representatives of Bulgaria, Italy, Poland, Mali,
Venezuela, Tunisia and Australia (A/AC.109/SR.
577); and, at the 578th meeting, by the representa-
tives of Ethiopia, Iraq and Honduras (A/AC.109/SR.
578).

46, At the conclusion of the debate on the organi-
zation of its work, the Special Committee, at its 578th
meeting, on 19 February, requested the Working
Group to consider and submit recommendations re-
garding the Committee’s programme of work for the
current year, including the order of priorities for the
consideration of items. In taking this decision, the
Committee also requested the Working Group to take
into account the various tasks assigned to the Com-
mittee in the relevant resolutions adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly at its twenty-second session as well as
the tasks envisaged by the Committee itself for 1968,
an outline of which was contained in the note by the
Secretary-General (A/AC.109/282). Further, the Spe-
cial Committee requested the Working Group to take
into consideration the views expressed by members as
well as by the Chairman during the general debate on
organization of work (A/AC.109/SR.573-578).

47. On the basis of the recommendations contained
in the thirty-fourth report of the Working Group (A/
AC.109/1..454/Rev.1), the Special Committee, at its
594th meeting, on 1 April, decided to maintain its
Sub-Committees I, II and III and requested them in
addition to considering the items indicated in para-
gruph 48 below, to carry out the specific tasks assigned
by the General Assembly in its resolutions concerning
the items referred to them:.

48. The Special Committee further decided to adopt
the following allocation of items and procedure for
their consideration:

Questions previously considered by the Special Committee

Question

Procedure for

consideration Allocation

----------------------------------

... As separate item

... As separaie item Plenary
... As separate ilem Plenary
... As separate item Plenary
.+. As separate itern Plenary
... As separate item Plenary
... As separate item Plenary

Plenary
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Question

Procedure for
consideration

Allocation

Territories under Portuguese administration .....

French Somaliland ..... cereees
British Honduras ........ e ererereeearseas ceaee
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) ........... Ceriaaae
Fiji ...ovovvvnnn. e ierreearae cereeen cieraeas
Gibraltar ...........c0000u0, Cereereeraees

Information on Nen-Self-Governing Territories
transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter
and related questions .........coviiinens veres

Activities of foreign economic and other interests
which are impeding the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southern
Rhodesia, South West Africa and Territories
under Portuguese domination and in all other
Territories under colonial domination and ef-
forts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and
racial discrimination in southern Africa ..... .

Military activities and arrangements by colonial
Powers in Territories under their administration
which might be impeding the implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independ-
ence to Colonial Countries and Peoples ........

Seychelles and St. Helena ............
Gilbert and Ellice Islands .......covvieuvinn cees
Pitcairn and the Solomon Islands ................
New Hebrides ......ovvvviiuiesrnnennnnn Ceiines
American Samoa and Guam ..........c.000in .
Niue and the Tokelau Islands ........... 0000t
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands ..

tessecsnsen

Papua and the Trust Territory of New Guinea

and the Cocos (Keeling) Islands ......... ves
Brunei .........coiiiiiiiiiinennn Cereenesanes .
Hong Kong ........ e erecese e asaaaes
United States Virgin Islands ........ Cerereeraies
British Virgin Islands ......... Chereaaes Creeenes

Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla, St. Lucia and St. Vincent ..........

Bermuc.a, Bahamas, Montserrat, Turks and Caicos
and Cayman Islands ..... Cereeraaann cevieneee

Question of the list of Territories to which the
Declaration is applicable ............. .. cenes

As separate item
As separate item
As separate item
As separate item
As separate item

As separate item

As separate item

As separate item

As separate item
As separate item
As separate item
As separate item
As separate item
As separate item
As separate item.

As separate item

As separate item
As separate item
As separate item
As separate item

As separate item
As separate item
As separate item

As separate item

Plenary
Plenary
Plenary
Plenary
Plenary
Plenary

Plenary

Sub-Committee I

Sub-Committee I
Sub-Committee I
Sub-Committee 1I
Sub-Committee Il
Sub-Committee 1I
Sub-Committee II
Sub-Committee 1I
Sub-Committee II

Sub-Commiittee II
Sub-Committee 11
Sub-Committee il
Sub-Committee HI
Sub-Committee HI

Sub-Committee III
Sub-Committee II1

Working Group

Other matters pending for consideration in »ursuance of General Assembly
resolutions or previous Special Committee decisions

Question

Procedure for
consideration

Allocation

Deadline for the accession of Territories to in-
dependence (para. 14 of General Assembly
resolution 2326 (XXII)) .......covene.

Participation in International Conference on Hu-
man Rights (para. 15 of General Assembly
resolution 2326 (XXII)) ....... ceeirieaas

To be taken into consideration by bodies
concerned in their examination of spe-

cific Territories

As separate item

Working Group




Question

Procedure for

consideration Allocation

Compliance of Member States with the Dedla-
ration and other relevant resolutions on the
question of decolonization, particularly those
relating to Terri.ories under Portuguese admin-
istraticn, Southern Rhodesia and South West
Africa (para. 16 of General Assembly reso-

lution 2326 (XXII)) ..cocvvvvviinniinnsn,

... Plenary

Plenary

Implementation of the Declaration by the spe-
cialized agencies and international institutions
associated with the United Nations (General

Assembly resolution 2311 (XXII)) .......

... Plenary

Plenary

Matters relating to the small Territories (para. 17

of General Assembly resolution 2326 (XXII))

To be taken into consideration by bodies
concerned in their examination of spe-
cific Territories

Question of sending visiting groups to Territories
(para. 18 of General Assembly resolution 2326

(XXII)) vriiiiiiiiii i iniaeiniirannas

... As separate item

Plenary and sub-
committees as
appropriate

Question of holding a series of meetings away

from Headquarters ........cccciiiinvnines

... As separate item

Working Group

Special Conference of Representatives of Colo-
nial Peoples (para. 19 of General Assembly

resolution 2326 (XXII)) .....covvvvennnne

... As separate item

Working Group

Publicity for the work of the United Nations in
the field of decolonization (para. 20 of reso-
lution 2326 (XXII); para. 19 of resolution
2262 (XXII); para. 15 of resolution 2270

0,0, € 1 5 I

... As separate item

Bureau

Pattern of Conferences (General Assembly reso-

Iution 2361 (XXII)) ....covvvvviiiinnnnnn,

... As separate item

Working Group

Publications and documentation of the United
Nations (paras. 1 and 3 of General Assembly

resolution 2292 (XXII)) ....cvvvvvivennnnn

... As separate item

Working Group

49. At the same meeting and on the basis of the
recommendations contained in the thirty-fourth report
of the Working Group the Special Committee, with a
view to facilitating its consideration of the following
items, decided to invite the Secretary-General to re-
quest the States and/or international organizations
concerned to furnish not later thar June 1968 infor-
mation concerning the steps taken a.d/or envisaged by
them in implementation of the relevant General Assem-
bly resolutions:

(a) Compliance of Member States with the Decla-
ration and other relevant resolutions on the question
of decolonization, particularly those relating to Terri-
tories under Portuguese administration, Southern Rho-
desia and South West Africa (paragraph 16 of General
Assembly resolution 2326 (XXII)J;

(b) Implementation of the Declaration by the spe-
cialized agencies and international institutions associ-
ated with the United Nations (General Assembly reso-
lution 2311 (XXII)).

50. Further, in order to facilitate its consideration
of the question of sending visiting groups to Territories,
the Special Committee authorized the Chairman to
request the administering Powers concerned to furnish
at an early date information concerning the steps en-
visaged by them in implementation of paragraph 18 of
General Assembly resolution 2326 (XXII).

51. Atits 615th and 639th meetings, on 2 July and
27 September respectively, the Special Committee, on
the basis of the recommendations contained in the
thirty-fifth and thirty-eighth reports of the Working
Group (A/AC.109/L.483 and A/AC.109/L.503),
took various decisions concerning the control and limi-
tation of its documentation in the light of paragraphs 1
and 3 of General Assembly resolution 2292 (XXII) of
8 December 1967, relating to publications and docu-
mentation of the United Nations. These decisions are
reflected in section I of the present chapter.

52. At its 594th and 645th meetings, on 1 April
and 29 October, respectively, the Special Committee,
on the basis of the recommendations contained in the
thirty-fourth and thirty-ninth reports of the Working
Group, took decisions concerning the question of hold-
ing a series of meetings away from Headquarters,
within the context of paragraph 5 of General Assembly
resolution 1654 (XVI) of 27 ‘ovember 1961, and
pursuant to the report it submitted in that connexion
to the General Assembly at its twenty-second session
(see A/6700/Rev.1, chap. I, para. 329). These deci-
sions are reflected in section N of the present chapter.

53. At its 639th meeting on 27 September the Spe-
cial Committee, on the basis of the recommendutions
contained in the thirty-eighth report of the Working
Group (A/AC.109/L.503), decided that conference
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room papers prepared by the Secretariat at the request
of the various sub-committees, particularly Sub-Com-
mittee I, should be distributed not only to members of
the Sub-Committee concerned but also to all other
members of the Special Committee. By the same deci~
sion, the Special Committee agreed in principle that
wherever working or conference room papers prepared
by the Secretariat contained information derived from

ress sources, that fact should be indicated in an ap-
propriate manner in those papers, it being understood
that the modalities would be left to the discretion of
the Secretariat.

54. At its 594th, 615th, 627th, 636th and 645th
meetings, held between 1 April and 29 October, the
Special Committee took various decisions concerning
its programme of work for 1968, including the order
of priorities for the consideration of the items before it,
on the basis of the recommendations contained i:: the
thirty-fourth to thirty-seventh and thirty-ninth reports
of the Working Group (A/AC.109/L.454/Rev.1, A/
AC.109/1..483, A/AC.109/1L.490, A/AC.109/L.498
and A/AC.109/L.525). These decisions are reflected
in section E of the present chapter.

D. MEETINGS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE AND ITS
WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEES

Special Committee

55. The Special Committee held meetings during
1968, at United Nations Headquarters, as follows:

First session: 573rd to 626th meetings, 1 February to
19 July 1968.

Second session: 627th to 651st meetings, 16 August
to 5 December 1968.

Working Group

56. The Special Committee, at its 578th meeting,
on 19 February, approved the nomination of Bulgaria,
Ethiopia, Iran, Italy and the United Republic of Tan-
zania to be members of the Working Group, together
with the four officers of the Special Committee, namely,
the Chairman (Tunisia), the two Vice-Chairmen (Ven-
ezuela and Iraq), and the Rapporteur (India).

57. By virtue of his election, at the 608th m.eeting,
on 10 June, as Rapporteur in place of Mr. C. R.
Gharekhan (India) (see para. 35 above), Mr. Abdul
Samad Ghaus (Afghanistan) became a member of the
Working Group.

58. At the same meeting, the Special Comunittee
decided, without objection, that India should serve as
a member of the Working Group for the duration of
the current year.

59. During the period covered by the present re-
port, the Working Group held eight meetings and sub-
mitted six reports (A/AC.109/L.454/Rev.1, A/AC.
109/L.483, A/~ C.109/L.490, A/AC.109/L.498, A/
AC.109/L.503, A/AC.109/L.525).

Sub-Committee on Petitions

60. The Special Committee, at its 580th meeting,
on 6 March, decided to continue the Sub-Committee
on Petitions, with the following membership: Chile/
Ecuador (see para. 62 below), India, Italy, Madagas-
car, Mali, Poland and Syria.

61. At its 122nd meeting, on 7 March, the Sub-
Committee on Petitions elected Mr. Raymond Raoe-
| lina (Madagascar) as its Chairman and, at its 124th

meeting, on 20 March, Mr. Jorge Huneeus (Chile) as
its Vice-Chairman.

62. On the appointment of Ecuador, with effect
from 25 October, to fill the vacancy created by the
withdrawal of Chile from the Special Committee,
Ecuador replaced Chile as a member of the Sub-
Committee on Petitions.

63. The Sub-Committee on Petitions held sixteen
meetings between 7 March and 13 November and
submitted sixteen reports to the Special Committee
(A/AC.109/L.447, A/AC.109/L.448, A/AC.109/
L.450, A/AC.109/L.461, A/AC.109/L.466, A/AC.
109/L.467, A/AC.109/L.472, A/AC.109/L.477,
A/AC.109/L..480, A/AC.109/L.484, A/AC.109/
L.488, A/AC.109/L.489, A/AC.109/1..493, A/AC.
109/L.500, A/AC.109/L.522 and A/AC.109/L.527).
The Sub-Committee on Petitions considered during the
period a total of 190 communications, 187 of which
it decided to circulate as petitions. The petitions circu-
lated by the Sub-Committee are listed in the chapters
of the present report dealing with the Territories to
which they refer. These petitions included thirteen re-
quests for hearing which it recommended to the Spe-
cial Committee for approval. A list of petitioners
heard by the Special Committee is given in annex I
of the present chapter.

Sub-Committee I

64. The Special Committee, at its 595th meeting,
on 3 April, decided to continue the Sub-Committee I
with the following membership: Chile, Mali, Sierra
Lcone, Syria, Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics, United Republic of Tanzania and Yugosiavia.

65. At its 47th meeting, on 11 April, Sub-Com-
mittee I elected Mr. Malcolm Oluwole Cole (Sierra
Leone) as its Chairman, and Mr. Rafic Jouejati
(Syria) as its Rapporteur.

66. Sub-Committee I held fifteen meetings between
11 April and 4 October and submitted three reports
to the Special Committee covering its consideration of
the following items which had been referred to it for
consideration:

(a) Seychelles and St. Helena (A/AC.109/1.482);

(b) Military activities and arrangements by colonial
Powers in Territories under their administration which
might be impeding the implementation of the Declara-
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun-
tries and Peoples (A/AC.109/L.496);

(¢) Activities of foreign economic and other inter-
ests which are impeding the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo-
nial Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia,
Namibia and Territories under Portuguese domination
and in all other Territories under colonial domination
and efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and
iagigé)discrimination in southern Africa (A/AC.109/

67. An account of the Special Committee’s consid-
eration of the reports of the Sub-Committee relating
to item (a) above is contained in chapter XII of the
present report. An account of its consideration of item
(b) above is contained in chapter IV, while its con-
sideration of item (c) above is contained in docu-
ments A/7320 and Add.1.2 The reports of the Sub-
Comnmittee are annexed to the documents cited.

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twentv-third
Session, Annexes, agenda item 68.
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Sub-Committee 11

68. At its 595th meeting, on 3 April, the Special
Committee decided to maintain Sub-Committee II with
the following membership: Afghanistan, Australia,
Ethiopia, Honduras, India, Iraq, Poland and the United
States of America.

69. At its 70th meeting, on 11 April, Sub-Commit-
tee II elected Mr. Adnan Raouf {(Iraq) as its Chairman.

70. Sub-Committee II held seventeen meetings be-
tween 11 April and 22 October, and submitted reports
on the following items which had been referred to it
for consideration:

(a) Niue and Tokelau Islands (A/AC.109/L.485);

(b) Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Pitcairn and the
Solomon Islands (A/AC.109/1..486);

(¢) New Hebrides (A/AC.109/L.487);

(d) Guam and American Samoa (A/AC.109/
1.518);

(e) Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (A/AC.
109/L.519);

(f) Papua and the Trust Territory of New Guinea
and Cocos (Keeling) Islands (A/AC.109/L.520).

71. An account of the Special Committee’s consid-
eration of the Sub-Committee’s reports relating to spe-
cific Territories is contained in chapters XVIII tc XXV
of the present report. The reports of the Sub-Commit-
tee are annexed to the chapters cited.

72. In addition to the above-mentioned reports,
the Sub-Committee submitted a report entitled “Review
of work (1968)” (see annex II of the present chapter),
covering its discharge of the various tasks assigned to
it. An account of the Special Committee’s consideration
of the report is set out in Section E of the present
chapter.

Sub-Committee 111

73. At its 595th meeting, on 3 April, the Special
Committee decided to maintain Sub-Committee III with
the following membership: Bulgaria, Finland, Iran,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Madagascar and Venezuela.

74. At its 99th meeting, on 10 April, Sub-Commit-
tee III elected Mr. Mohsen S. Esfandiary (Iran) as
its Chairman,

75. Sub-Committee III held nineteen meetings, be-
tween 10 April and 22 October, and submitted reports
dealing with the following items which had been re-
ferred to it for consideration:

(a) Bermuda (A/AC.109/L.468);

(b) United States Virgin Islands
L.474 and Corr.1 (French only));

(c) Bermuda, Bahamas, Turks and Caicos Islands,
Cayman Islands and Montserrat (A/AC.109/L.476);

(d) Antigna, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts-Nevis-
Ar‘llgulilla, St. Lucia and St. Vincent (A/AC.109/
L.481).

76. An accouni of the Special Committee’s con-
sideration of the Sub-Committee’s reports relating to
specific Territories is contained in chapters XXVI to
XXIX of the present report. The reports of the Sub-
Committee are annexed to the chapters cited.

(A/AC.109/

77. In addition to the above-mentioned reports, the
Sub-Committee submitted a report entitled “General
conclusions and recommendations on the Territories
considered by the Sub-Committee III” (see annex III
of the present chapter). An account of the Special
Committee’s consideration of this report is contained
in section K, subsection (dj, of the present chapter.

78. Further, the Sub-Committee submitted a report
entitled “Review of work (1968)” (see annex IV of
the present chapter), covering its discharge of the
various tasks assigned to it. An account of the Special
Committee’s consideration of paragraphs 1 to 12 of
the Sub-Committee’s report is contained in section E
of the present chapter. An account of its consideration
of paragraph 13 of the report is contained in section K,
subsection (d), of the present chapter.

Sub-Committee on Fiji

79. At its 594th meeting, on 1 April, the Special
Committee, by approving the thirty-fourth report of
the Working Group (A/AC.109/L.454/Rev.1), de-
cided, inter alia, to consider the question of Fiji at its
plenary meetings, it being understood that the Sub-
Committee on Fiji which it had established during
September 1967 pursuant to-its resolution of 7 Sep-
tember 1966 (see A/6300/Rev.1, chap. VII, para.
120) and General Assembly resolution 2185 (XXI)
of 12 December 1966 “to visit Fiji for the purpose of
studying the situation at first hand and report”, would
continue its work. The composition of the Sub-Com-
mittee on Fiji was as follows: Bulgaria, Chile, Finland,
India and the United Republic of Tanzania.

80. At its first meeting, on 1 July, the Sub-Com-
mittee on Fiji elected Mr. Jorge Huneeus (Chile) as its
Chairman. '

81. The Sub-Committee on Fiji held two meetings,
on 1 July and 30 August, and submitted a report to the
Special Committee (A/AC.109/1..495). An account of
the Special Committee’s consideration of the Sub-
Committee’s report is contained in chapter XVI of the
present report. The report of the Sub-Committee is an-
nexed to that chapter.

Sub-Committee on Oman

82, At its 593rd meeting, on 29 March, the Spe-
cial Committee, decided, without objection, to estab-
lish a Sub-Committec on Oman in the light of para-
graph 10 of General Assembly resolution 2302
(XXII) of 12 December 1967, and to request the
Chairman, after consultations, to submit nominations
for approval by the Committee,

83. On the proposal of the Chairman, the Special
Committee, at its 596th meeting, on 11 April, decided
without objection that the composition of the Sub-
Committee on Oman should be as follows: Iran, Iraq,
Mali, the United Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela,

_ 84. The Sub-Committee was unable to hold meet- |
ings during the current year. An account of the Spe-
cial Committee’s consideration of the question of
Oman is concained in chapter XVII of the present
report.

E. CONSIDERATION OF TERRITORIES

85. During the period covered by this report, the
Special Committee considered the following Territories: |
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Territories

Meetings

Namibia

Equatorial Guinea ...........covvivivvnnenen

Southern Rhodesia .........ooovivievnvinnss

Mauritius . oo it

Oman (see paras. 82-84 above)
Swaziland
Territories under Portuguese administration
Gibraltar

Ifni and Spanish Sahara .....................

Fiji (see paras. 79-81 above)

British Honduras .........coovveeiinennnnenns
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) .................

French Somaliland3

Territories referred to Sub-Committee 1

Seychelles and St. Helena .................

Territories referred to Sub-Committee 11

--------------------------------------------

---------

-------------

----------------------------------

...................................

---------

---------------

----------------------------------

---------

576, 577, 600

579, 582, 583, 586-590, 592-594,
600, 613, 614, 616, 618-626, 642

580-582, 584-590
584

592, 593, 596, 646
596, 602-604, 630
607, 609-615, 627, 633-637
641

641, 644

643

646

646

646

616, 617

Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Pitcairn and the Solomon

Y T 3

Niue and Tokelau Islands .................

New Hebrides

Guam and American Samoa

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands .......

----------------------------

..............

---------

605-608, 619, 620, 644
619, 620, 644

619, 620, 644

646-648

646

Papua and the Trust Territory of New Guinea and

the Cocos (Keeling) Islands ............

Brunei

HongKong .......oooviiiiiiiiinieriineens

Territories referred to Sub-Committee Il

...................................

.........

646
646
646

Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kifts-Nevis-Anguilla,

St. Lucia and St. Vincent ...............

---------

597, 602, 616, 617, 628, 646

Bermuda, Bahamas, Turks and Caicos Islands, Cay-

man Islands and Montserrat .............

United States Virgin Islands ...............

British Virgin Islands

---------

..............................

600-603, 611-613, 646
611-613, 646
646

86. An account of the Special Committe’s consid-
eration of the Territories listed above and its resolu-
tions and/or conclusions and recommendations thereon,

" is contained in chapters VI to XXXI of the present
~ report.

_ 2

3 Note by the Rapporteur: Terminology Bulletin No. 240
issued by the Secretariat on 15 April 1968 (ST/SC/SER.F/
240) reads as follows:

“The new name of the Territory formerly known as

I;rench Somaliland is: French Territory of the Afars and

the Issas.

“This designation, which is being introduced at the re-
quest of the administering Power, should be used in all
documents with the exception of those records of texts in
which the speaker or author has used a different terminol-

0gy.”

87. At its 646th meeting, on 31 October, the Spe-
cial Committee had before it the report of Sub-Com-
mittee II entitled “Review of work (1968)” (see an-
nex II of the present chapter). At the same meeting,
following statements by the representatives of Poland,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Bulgaria
(A/AC.109/SR.646), it decided, inter alia, to note
that Sub~Committee II was unable to consider the Ter-
ritories of Brunei and Hong Kong* and, subject to any
directives which the General Assembly might wish to

_%The representatives of Poland, the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics and Bulgaria stated that since the question
of Hong Kong was directly related to the People’s Republic
of China, the United Nations and its organs, including the
Special Committee, could not consider this matter until the
lawful rights of the People’s Republic of China were restored
in the United Nations,

f



Addendum to agenda item 23

~-

SRS T L
15

give in that connexion, to give consideration to those
Territories at its next session.

88. At the same meeting the Special Committee had
before it the report of Sub-Committee III entitled “Re-
view of work (1968)” (see annex IV of the present
chapter). At the same meeting, following statements by
the representatives of the United Kingdom, Australia,
the United States and by Venezuela, as well as by the
Chairman (A/AC.109/SR.646), the Committee de-
cided, inter alia, to note that the Sub-Committee had
decided to defer consideration of the British Virgin
Islands, and, subject to any directives which the Gen-
eral Assembly might wish to give in that connexion, to
give consideration to the Territory at its next session,
it being understood that the reservations expressed by
certain members would be reflected in the records.

F. QUESTION OF THE LIST OF TERRITORIES TO WHICH
THE DECLARATION IS APPLICABLE

89. Atits 594th meeting, on 1 April, the Special
Comnmittee, by approving the thirty-fourth report of the
Working Group (A/AC.109/L.454/Rev.1), decided,
inter alia, to take up as a separate item the question of
the list of Territories to which the Declaration is appli-
cable and to refer it to the Working Group for consid-
eration and recommendations.

90. In taking this decision, the Special Committee
recalled that, in its report to the General Assembly at
its twenty-second session (see A/6700/Rev.1, chap. I,
para. 176) it stated that, subject to any direction that
the General Assembly might wish to give in that con-
nexion, it would continue its consideration of the ques-
tion of the list of Territories to which the Declaration
applies. The Committee further recalled that, in para-
graph 4 of its resolution 2326 (XXII) of 16 Decem-
ber 1967, thc General Assembly approved “the pro-
gramme of work envisaged by the Special Commit-
tee during 1968, including ... the review of the list of
Territories to which the Declaration applies”.

91. At its 645th and 647th meetings, on 29 Octo-
ber and 4 November, the Special Committee consid-
ered the question on the basis of recommendations
contained in the thirty-ninth report of the Working
Group (A/AC.109/L.525). The relevant paragraphs of
that report read as follows:

“11. Finally, the Working Group, pursuant to the
decision taken by the Special Committee at its 564th
meeting (see A/6700/Rev.1, para. 327), and in the
light of operative paragraph 4 of General Assembly
resolution 2326 (XXII), considered the question of
the list of Territories to which the Declaration is
applicable.

“12. On the proposal of the representative of
the United Republic of Tanzania and following an
exchange of views, the Working Group agreed to
recommend that the Comorc Archipelago be in-
cluded in the list of Territories to which the Decla-
ration is applicable.”

92. At the 645th meeting, statements on the above-
quoted paragraphs of the remort were made by the
representatives of Madagascar, the Ivory Coast, the
United Republic of Tanzania, Iran, Tunisia, Mali, Fin-
land, Iraq, Syria and Ethiopia and by the Chairman,
as well as by the Committee Secretary (A/AC.109/
SR.645).

93. At the 647th meeting, the Chairman informed
the Special Committee of the receipt of a letter dated
15 October 1968 addressed to him by the Permanent
Representative of Botswana to the United Nations,
Chairman of the African Group at the United Nations
(see annex V of the present chapter), requesting the
inclusion of the Comoro Archipelago in the list of the
Territories to which the Declaration is applicable. On
the suggestion of the Chairman, the Committee decided,
without objection, to circulate that letter as a Com-~
mittee document (A/AC.109/306).

94. At the same meeting, the representative of
Madagascar proposed that the Committee defer con-
sideration of the question of the inclusion of the
Comoro Archipelago to the list of Territories to which
the Declaration applies (A/AC.109/SR.647). Follow-
ing statements by the representatives of the United
Republic of Tanzania, Mali, the Ivory Coast and Italy,
as well as by the Committee Secretary (A/AC.109/
SR.647), the Cominittee decided, by a vote of 10 to 7,
with 6 abstentions, to adopt the proposal of the repre-
sentative of Madagascar.

95. Statements in explanation of vote were made
by the representatives of the United Republic of Tan-
zania, Venezuela, Ethiopia, Yugoslavia, Mali, Iraq,
Iran, Syria, Afghanistan, Sierra Leone and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/AC.109/SR.647).

G. SpECIAL CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
COLONIAL PEOPLES

96. At its 594th meeting, on 1 April, by approving
the thirty-fourth report of the Working Group (A/AC.
109/L.454/Rev.1), the Special Committee decided,
inter alia, to take up as a separate item the question of
a special conference of representatives of colonial peo-
ples and to refer it to its Working Group for consid-
eration and report,.

97. In taking this decision, the Special Committee
was guided by the provisions of resolution 2326
(XXII) of 16 December 1967, by paragraph 19 of
which the General Assembly requested the Special
Committee “to consider and submit recommendations
to the General Assembly at its twenty-third session
regarding the holding early in 1969 of a special con-
ference of representatives of colonial peoples for the
purpose, inter alia, of considering the most effective
means by which the international community can inten-
sify its assistance to them in their efforts to achieve
self-determination, freedom and independence”.

98. The Special Committee considered this item at
its 645th meeting, on 29 October. In its consideration
of the item, the Committee had before it the thirty-
ninth report of the Working Group (A/AC.109/L.525),
paragraph 5 of which reads as follows:

“S. After examining the various aspects of the
matter, the Working Group noted that the year 1970
would be the tenth anniversary of the adoption of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to -
Colonial Countries and Peoples, as well as the |
twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of the |
United Nations. Taking into account the above-
mentioned considerations, the Working Group agreed
to recommend that the Special Committee suggest
that the General Assembly should authorize the or-
ganization of a special programme of activities in
connexion with the tenth anniversary of the adop-
tion of the Declaration and that in the context of

k|
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that programme consideration might be given to the
. holding of a conference,as envisaged in operative
. paragraph 19 of General Assembly resolution 2326

. (XXII), together with any other proposals that may

be made in connexion with that programme.” . .

99. At the same meeting, the Special Committee,
following statements by the representatives of ' the
United Kingdom, Australia and the United States
(A/AC. 109/SR 645), approved the above-quoted rec-
ommendation, it being understood that the reservations
expressed by certain members would be reflected in the
record of the meeting.

H, PARTICIPATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS

100. By paragraph 135 of its resolution 2326 (XXII)

" of 16 December 1967, the General Assembly re-

- quested the Special Committee ¢

‘in the performance of
its tasks, to take account of the special activities en-
visaged in connexion. with the International Year for
Human Rights and in particular to participate, as it
considers appropnate in the International Conference
on Human Rights”.

101. In that connexmn the Spec1al Committee con-
sidered, at its 593rd and. 594th meetings, on 29 March
and 1 April, the recor~mendations concerning this ques-
tion contained in the thirty-fourth report of the Work-
ing Group (A/AC.109/L.454/Rev.1). Following state-
ments at the 593rd and 594th meetings by the repre-
sentatives of the United Kingdom and Aus