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Introduction

1. The Second Committee held a substantive debate on agenda item 19 (see
A/71/463, para. 2). Action on sub-item (a) was taken at the 20th, 27th and 28th
meetings, on 24 October, 30 November and 8 December 2016. An account of the
Commit;[ee’s consideration of the sub-item is contained in the relevant summary
records.

Consideration of proposals
Draft resolutions A/C.2/71/L.12 and A/C.2/71/L.12/Rev.1

2. At the 20th meeting, on 24 October, the representative of Tajikistan, on behalf
of Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize,
Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central African

* The report of the Committee on this item is being issued in 11 parts, under the symbols
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A/71/463, A/71/463/Add.1, A/71/463/Add.2, A/71/463/Add.3, A/71/463/Add.4, A/71/463/Add.5,
A/71/463/Add.6, A/71/463/Add.7, A/71/463/Add.8, A/71/463/Add.9 and A/71/463/Add.10.
1 A/C.2/71/SR.20, A/C.2/71/SR.27 and A/C.2/71/SR.28.
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Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire,
Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, Djibouti, Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya,
Lithuania, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Marshall Islands,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia,
Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palau,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Republic of Moldova, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Tonga, Tunisia, Turkey,
Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen,
Zambia and Zimbabwe, introduced a draft resolution entitled “International Decade
for Action, ‘Water for Sustainable Development’, 2018-2028” (A/C.2/71/L.12) and
announced that Brunei Darussalam, San Marino and Trinidad and Tobago, had
joined as sponsors of the draft resolution.?

3. At its 27th meeting, on 30 November, the Committee had before it a revised
draft resolution entitled “International Decade for Action, ‘Water for Sustainable
Development’, 2018-2028” (A/C.2/71/L.12/Rev.1), submitted by Afghanistan,
Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia,
Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize, Bhutan,
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada,
Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa
Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Finland, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya,
Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Lithuania,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia,
Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palau,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon
Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and
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Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

4. At the same meeting, the representative of Tajikistan made a statement and
orally corrected draft resolution A/C.2/71/L.12/Rev.1. Subsequently, Barbados,
Botswana, Bulgaria, Iceland, Mali and the Russian Federation joined as sponsors of
the draft resolution, as orally corrected.®

5. Also at the same meeting, the Committee was informed that draft resolution
A/C.2/71/L.12/Rev.1 had no programme budget implications.

6. Also at the 27th meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.2/71/L.12/Rev.1, as orally corrected (see para. 13, draft resolution I).

Draft resolutions A/C.2/71/L.19 and A/C.2/71/L.19/Rev.1

7. At the 20th meeting, on 24 October, the representative of Thailand, on behalf
of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77
and China, introduced a draft resolution entitled “Implementation of Agenda 21, the
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development and of the United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development” (A/C.2/71/L.19).

8. At its 28th meeting, on 8 December, the Committee had before it a revised
draft resolution entitled “Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the
Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on
Sustainable Development and of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development” (A/C.2/71/L.19/Rev.1), submitted by the sponsors of A/C.2/71/L.19.

9. At the same meeting, the Committee was informed that draft resolution
A/C.2/71/L.19/Rev.1 had no programme budget implications.

10. Also at the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.2/71/L.19/Rev.1 by a recorded vote of 113 to 42, with 8 abstentions (see
para. 13, draft resolution II). The voting was as follows:*

In favour:
Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State
of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo
Verde, Cambodia, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kiribati,
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Marshall Islands,

* A/C.2/71/SR.27.
* Subsequently, the delegation of Paraguay informed the Secretariat that it had intended to vote in
favour.
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Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian
Federation, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates,
Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen,
Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against:

Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal,
Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America.

Abstaining:
Australia, Canada, Iceland, Liechtenstein, New Zealand, Norway, Switzerland,
Turkey.

11. After the vote, statements in explanation of vote were made by the
representatives of Slovakia (on behalf of the European Union), Norway, Japan, the
United States of America and Canada (also on behalf of Australia and New
Zealand).

12. Also after the vote, statements were made by the representative of Thailand
(on behalf of the Group of 77 and China) and by the facilitator of the draft
resolution (Mexico).
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Recommendation of the Second Committee

13. The Second Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft resolutions:

Draft resolution I
International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable
Development”, 2018-2028

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 47/193 of 22 December 1992 on the observance of
World Day for Water, 55/196 of 20 December 2000, by which it proclaimed 2003
the International Year of Freshwater, 58/217 of 23 December 2003, by which it
proclaimed the International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”, 2005-2015,
61/192 of 20 December 2006, by which it proclaimed 2008 the International Year of
Sanitation, 65/154 of 20 December 2010, by which it proclaimed 2013 the
International Year of Water Cooperation, and 67/204 of 21 December 2012 on the
implementation of the International Year of Water Cooperation, 2013,

Recalling also its resolutions 64/198 of 21 December 2009 on the midterm
comprehensive review of the implementation of the International Decade for Action,
“Water for Life”, 2005-2015, and 69/215 of 19 December 2014, in which it
welcomed activities undertaken for the observance of the Decade and encouraged
relevant parties to continue to take steps to achieve the internationally agreed water-
related goals,

Recalling further its resolutions 68/157 of 18 December 2013 on the human
right to safe drinking water and sanitation and 70/169 of 17 December 2015 on the
human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation, and the relevant resolutions of
the Human Rights Council, including resolutions 24/18 of 27 September 2013* and
27/7 of 25 September 2014,>

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions 1980/67 of 25 July 1980
on international years and anniversaries and 1989/84 of 24 May 1989 on guidelines
for international decades in economic and social fields and General Assembly
resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and 61/185 of 20 December 2006 on the
proclamation of international years,

Recalling also its resolutions 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled
“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, and
70/299 of 29 July 2016 on follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development at the global level,

Reaffirming the sustainable development goals and targets, including those
related to water resources, contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

! See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 534
(A/68/53/Add.1), chap. III.

2 Ibid., Sixty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 534 and corrigendum (A/69/53/Add.1 and Corr.1),
chap. IV.
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Development, and determined to achieve the goal of ensuring the availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for all and other related goals and
targets,

Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development,® which highlighted the commitment to the International
Decade for Action, “Water for Life”, 2005-2015,

Reaffirming that the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International
Conference on Financing for Development® is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development and that the full implementation of the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda is critical for the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals
and targets,

Emphasizing that water is critical for sustainable development and the
eradication of poverty and hunger, that water, energy, food security and nutrition are
linked and that water is indispensable for human development, health and well-
being and a vital element of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and other
relevant goals in the social, environmental and economic fields,

Deeply concerned that lack of access to a safe drinking water source, basic
sanitation and sound hygiene, water-related disasters, water scarcity and water
pollution will be further exacerbated by wurbanization, population growth,
desertification, drought and other extreme weather events and climate change, as
well as by the lack of capacity to ensure integrated water resource management,

Concerned with the slow progress in advocating for, and addressing existing
gaps in, gender mainstreaming and the empowerment of women that hamper the
achievement of sustainable development goals and targets,

Concerned also that many water-related ecosystems are threatened by poor
management and unsustainable development and face increased uncertainty and
risks due to climate change and other factors,

Recalling that the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, among other things, seeks to
develop and implement holistic disaster risk management at all levels in line with
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030,°

Acknowledging the importance of deepening cooperation and partnership at all
levels for the achievement of the internationally agreed development goals on water
and sanitation,

Recognizing that water-related issues, including relevant Sustainable
Development Goals and targets, need to be better reflected in the agendas of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council,

Noting national, regional and global efforts and partnership initiatives to
implement the International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”, 2005-2015, the
numerous recommendations from global and regional water and water-related

6/15
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events and the water-related Sustainable Development Goals and targets contained
in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,

Noting also the establishment of the High-level Panel on Water by the
Secretary-General and the President of the World Bank, and looking forward to its
work,

Noting further the United Nations World Water Development Report, a joint
project of United Nations agencies and entities, in particular the edition entitled
Water for a Sustainable World, the report of the annual international conference of
UN-Water held in Zaragoza, Spain, in 2015, on the theme “Water and sustainable
development: from vision to action”, UN-Water advice on means of implementation
of the water-related Sustainable Development Goals and the work of the Advisory
Board on Water and Sanitation,

Recognizing the important role of relevant initiatives and multi-stakeholder
partnerships in building political support and encouraging investment in water and
sanitation,

Noting the outcomes and the Ministerial Declaration of the seventh World
Water Forum, held in Daegu and Gyeongbuk, Republic of Korea, from 12 to
17 April 2015,

Noting also the outcomes of the high-level interactive dialogue at the sixty-
ninth session of the General Assembly, held on 30 March 2015,

Noting further the Declaration of the High-level International Conference on
the Implementation of the International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”, 2005-
2015, held in Dushanbe on 9 and 10 June 2015,% and the call for action of the high-
level symposium on the theme “Sustainable Development Goal 6 and targets:
ensuring that no one is left behind in access to water and sanitation”, held in
Dushanbe on 9 and 10 August 2016,

1.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the International
Decade for Action, “Water for Life”, 2005-2015, and further efforts to achieve the
sustainable development of water resources;’

2. Welcomes the activities related to water undertaken by Member States,
the United Nations Secretariat and organizations of the United Nations system, inter
alia, through inter-agency work, as well as contributions from major groups, for the
observance of the International Year of Sanitation, 2008, the International Year of
Water Cooperation, 2013, and the International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”,
2005-2015;

3.  Proclaims the period from 2018 to 2028 the International Decade for
Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, to commence on World Water Day,
22 March 2018, and terminate on World Water Day, 22 March 2028,;

4.  Decides that the objectives of the Decade should be a greater focus on
the sustainable development and integrated management of water resources for the
achievement of social, economic and environmental objectives and on the

¢ See A/C.2/70/5, annex.
T A/71/260.

7/15


http://undocs.org/A/C.2/70/5
http://undocs.org/A/71/260

A/71/463/Add.1

implementation and promotion of related programmes and projects, as well as on
the furtherance of cooperation and partnership at all levels in order to help to
achieve internationally agreed water-related goals and targets, including those
contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;®

5. Highlights the importance of promoting efficient water usage at all
levels, taking into account the water, food, energy, environment nexus, including in
the implementation of national development programmes;

6.  Decides that these objectives should be pursued, inter alia, by improving
knowledge generation and dissemination, facilitating access to knowledge and
exchange of good practices, generating new information relevant to the water-
related Sustainable Development Goals, pursuing advocacy, networking and
promoting partnership and action by different actors to implement the water-related
Goals and targets in coordination with existing initiatives and strengthening
communication actions at various levels for the implementation of the water-related
Goals;

7.  Stresses the importance of the participation and full involvement of all
relevant stakeholders, including women, children, young people, older persons,
persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and local communities, in the
implementation of the Decade at all levels;

8.  Invites the Secretary-General, with the support of UN-Water, to take
appropriate steps, within existing resources, to plan and organize the activities of
the Decade at the global, regional and country levels, taking into account the
outcomes of the International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”, 2005-2015, and
the work of the high-level political forum on sustainable development and other
relevant United Nations structures, as well as the High-level Panel on Water;

9.  Emphasizes the need for further steps to accelerate and sustain action
towards the mobilization of means of implementation, and encourages the
development, dissemination, diffusion and transfer of environmentally sound
technologies to developing countries on favourable terms, including on concessional
and preferential terms, as mutually agreed, and for the stepping up of international
cooperation and collaboration in science, research and innovation for the sustainable
development of water resources at the local, national and regional levels, including
through public-private and multi-stakeholder partnerships, and on the basis of
common interest and mutual benefit;

10. Encourages the Secretary-General to continue efforts to promote the
mobilization of financial resources and technical assistance and to strengthen the
effectiveness and the full utilization of existing international funds for the effective
implementation of the water-related Sustainable Development Goals and targets;

11. Requests the Secretary-General, with the support of UN-Water, the
specialized agencies, the regional commissions and other entities of the United
Nations system, mindful of the provisions contained in the annex to Economic and
Social Council resolution 1989/84, to facilitate the implementation of the Decade in
cooperation with Governments and other relevant stakeholders;

8/15
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12.  Requests the President of the General Assembly to convene, during the
seventy-first session, a working-level dialogue to discuss improving the integration
and coordination of the work of the United Nations on the water-related goals and
targets under its sustainable development pillar, with a particular emphasis on the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, while preserving its integrated and
indivisible nature, and a subsequent working-level dialogue to take stock of the
discussions at the first dialogue and to exchange views on the relevance of possible
next steps, and in this regard:

(a) Decides that the dialogues shall be ad hoc, informal, inclusive, open-
ended and interactive, with the participation of countries, relevant regional and
international organizations, relevant United Nations system entities, UN-Water and
other relevant stakeholders;

(b) Invites the President of the General Assembly to appoint two
co-moderators for the dialogues, one from a developed country and one from a
developing country, who will also prepare the informal summary of the dialogues;

(c) Also invites the President of the General Assembly to prepare a concept
note for the dialogues, in collaboration with the co-moderators, taking into
consideration relevant work and processes and avoiding duplication;

13. Decides, in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution
1989/84, to review the implementation of the Decade at its seventy-seventh session,
and in this regard also decides to consider, at its seventy-third session, the future
arrangements for a midterm comprehensive review of the Decade;

14. Encourages Member States, relevant United Nations bodies, the
specialized agencies, the regional commissions and other organizations of the
United Nations system, as well as other relevant partners, including the private
sector, to contribute to the International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable
Development”, 2018-2028, building on the momentum gained during the
International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”, 2005-2015, in order to support
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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Draft resolution I1

Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World
Summit on Sustainable Development and of the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 55/199 of 20 December 2000, 56/226 of 24 December
2001, 57/253 and 57/270 A of 20 December 2002, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003, 64/236
of 24 December 2009, 65/152 of 20 December 2010, 66/197 of 22 December 2011,
66/288 of 27 July 2012, 67/203 of 21 December 2012, 68/210 of 20 December

2013, 68/309 of 10 September 2014, 68/310 of 15 September 2014, 69/108 of

8 December 2014, 69/214 of 19 December 2014 and 70/201 of 22 December 2015
and all other relevant resolutions on the implementation of Agenda 21, the
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development and of the United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development,

Recalling also the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,®
Agenda 21,% the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21,° the

Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development® and the Plan of

Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg
Plan of Implementation)® and the outcome document of the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”,® as well as
the Monterrey Consensus of the International Conference on Financing for
Development,” the Doha Declaration on Financing for Development: outcome

document of the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development

to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus,® the Programme of

Action of the International Conference on Population and Development,® the key
actions for the further implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development,® the Beijing Declaration

-

Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3-14 June 1992, vol. 1, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, annex I.

Ibid., annex II.

Resolution S-19/2, annex.

Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa,

26 August-4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.1I.A.1 and
corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

% Ibid., resolution 2, annex.

® Resolution 66/288, annex.

" Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico,
18-22 March 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.11.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1,
annex.

Resolution 63/239, annex.

Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5-13 September
1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

10 Resolution S-21/2, annex.
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and Platform for Action™ and the outcome document of the special event to follow
up efforts made towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals,*

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming
our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a
comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative
Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly
for the full implementation of this Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating
poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest
global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, its
commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions —
economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, and to
building upon the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seeking
to address their unfinished business,

Reaffirming also its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, supports and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of
implementation targets with concrete policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong
political commitment to address the challenge of financing and creating an enabling
environment at all levels for sustainable development in the spirit of global
partnership and solidarity,

Recalling the Istanbul Declaration®® and the Programme of Action for the
Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020,* adopted by the Fourth
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, held in Istanbul,
Turkey from 9 to 13 May 2011, and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution
65/280 of 17 June 2011, in which the Assembly called upon all the relevant
stakeholders to commit to implementing the Programme of Action,

Recalling also the Political Declaration adopted by the Comprehensive High-
level Midterm Review of the Implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action
for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020, held in Antalya,
Turkey, from 27 to 29 May 2016, and endorsed by the General Assembly in its
resolution 70/294 of 25 July 2016, in which the Assembly called upon all the
relevant stakeholders to commit to implementing the Declaration,

Recalling further the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing
Countries for the Decade 2014-2024% and the Vienna Declaration,®

Recalling the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, '

1 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.

12 Resolution 68/6.

3 Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, Istanbul,
Turkey, 9-13 May 2011 (A/CONF.219/7), chap. 1.

Y Ibid., chap. II.

% Resolution 69/137, annex I1.

16 Ibid., annex 1.

7 Resolution 69/15, annex.
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Reaffirming the importance of supporting the implementation of the African
Union’s Agenda 2063 and the programme of the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development,

Reaffirming also the Sendai Declaration and the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030," adopted at the Third United Nations World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction,

Recalling the New Urban Agenda, adopted at the United Nations Conference
on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat I11),

Welcoming the Paris Agreement” and its early entry into force, and
encouraging all its parties to fully implement the Agreement, and parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change? that have not yet done
so to deposit their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
where appropriate, as soon as possible,

Emphasizing the importance of oceans for sustainable development, as
embodied in Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and various
decisions taken by the former Commission on Sustainable Development, and
welcoming in this regard its decision, in its resolutions 70/226 of 22 December 2015
and 70/303 of 9 September 2016, to convene a high-level United Nations
Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14:
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development, to be held at United Nations Headquarters in New York from 5 to
9 June 2017,

Recognizing that eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the
world today and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, in
particular for developing countries, and that although each country has the primary
responsibility for its own sustainable development and poverty eradication and that
the role of national policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized,
concerted and concrete measures are required at all levels to enable developing
countries to achieve their sustainable development goals related to the
internationally agreed poverty-related targets and goals, including those contained
in Agenda 21, the relevant outcomes of United Nations conferences, the United
Nations Millennium Declaration® and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development,?

Reaffirming the need to further mainstream sustainable development at all
levels, integrating economic, social and environmental aspects and recognizing their
interlinkages, so as to achieve sustainable development in all its dimensions, and
reiterating that sustainable development is a key element of the overarching
framework for United Nations activities,

Recognizing that eradicating poverty, changing unsustainable and promoting
sustainable patterns of consumption and production and protecting and managing

8 Resolution 69/283, annexes I and II.

9 See FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1, decision 1/CP.21, annex.
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1771, No. 30822.

2 Resolution 55/2.

2 Resolution 70/1.
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the natural resource base of economic and social development are the overarching
and essential objectives for sustainable development,

Noting that the advancement of sustainable consumption and production cuts
across the three dimensions of sustainable development in an integrated manner,

Welcoming and recalling the commitment in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development to making fundamental changes in the way that societies produce and
consume goods and services, stressing that Governments, international
organizations, the business sector and other non-State actors and individuals must
contribute to changing unsustainable consumption and production patterns,
including through the mobilization, from all sources, of financial and technical
assistance to strengthen developing countries’ scientific, technological and
innovative capacities to move towards more sustainable patterns of consumption
and production, encouraging the further implementation of the 10-Year Framework
of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns,”® and noting
the importance of all countries taking action, with developed countries taking the
lead, taking into account the development and capabilities of developing countries,

Reaffirming the importance of freedom, peace and security, respect for all
human rights, including the right to development and the right to an adequate
standard of living, as well as the right to food, the rule of law, gender equality and
women’s empowerment, and the overall commitment to just and democratic
societies for development,

Stressing the importance of inclusiveness within the United Nations
development system and that no country is left behind in the implementation of the
present resolution,

1.  Reaffirms the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”,® and urges its full
implementation;

2. Stresses the importance of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development and the resulting processes for the elaboration of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development® and for the realization of sustainable development;

3.  Recognizes in this regard that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development builds upon elements from the outcome document of the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”,
inter alia: the establishment of the high-level political forum on sustainable
development, the format and organizational arrangements of which were later
established by its resolution 67/290; a strengthened Economic and Social Council,
as later defined in its resolution 68/1; the process that led to the adoption of the
Sustainable Development Goals, as later defined in its resolutions 68/309 and 70/1;
the strengthening of the science-policy interface, including in the form of a global
sustainable development report; and the process that led to the adoption of the
Technology Facilitation Mechanism;

4.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation
of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the

2 A/CONF.216/5, annex.
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outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and of the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development;*

5.  Stresses the importance of overcoming silos and seeking innovative and
coordinated approaches in integrating the three dimensions of sustainable
development — economic, social and environmental — at the global, regional and
national levels, and requests the United Nations to further mainstream and integrate
the three dimensions throughout the United Nations system;

6.  Affirms the contributions of the ongoing efforts and commitments
towards the full implementation of Agenda 21,” the Programme for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,’
including the time-bound goals and targets, and the other internationally agreed
development goals, as well as the outcome document of the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development, and stresses the importance of their
continued implementation in the pursuit of sustainable development;

7. Urges the speedy and effective implementation and the effective
follow-up and review of the sustainable development priorities for small island
developing States identified in the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action
(SAMOA) Pathway'® and set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
and reaffirms that small island developing States remain a special case for
sustainable development in view of their unique and particular vulnerabilities;

8.  Emphasizes that regional and subregional organizations have a role to
play in promoting sustainable development in their respective regions by, inter alia,
promoting peer learning and cooperation, including South-South and triangular
cooperation, as well as effective linkages among global, regional, subregional and
national processes, as appropriate, to advance sustainable development;

9.  Notes that the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,
among other commitments on sustainable consumption and production, adopted the
10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production
Patterns™ as a tool for action on sustainable consumption and production, and in
this regard recognizes the commitment by the United Nations Environment
Assembly to accelerate its implementation, including through relevant voluntary
actions by Member States;

10. Takes note of United Nations Environment Assembly resolution 2/8 of
27 May 2016 on sustainable consumption and production;®

11.  Decides to designate the Economic and Social Council to receive reports
from the Board and the secretariat of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on
Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns, and affirms that due
consideration should continue to be given to sustainable consumption and
production at the meetings of the high-level political forum on sustainable
development under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council,

2
2!

4

o

A/T1/212.
Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-first Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/71/25),
annex.
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12.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the mainstreaming
of the three dimensions of sustainable development throughout the United Nations
system,26 reiterates the call of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development and in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development for the further
mainstreaming of the three dimensions throughout the United Nations system, and
in this regard invites the Secretary-General to continue to report to the General
Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, on progress made, including
for the consideration of the high-level political forum on sustainable development;

13. Calls upon the relevant organizations of the United Nations system,
within their respective mandates and resources, to ensure that no country is left
behind in the implementation of the present resolution;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its
seventy-second session a report on the implementation of the present resolution and
to include in the report a comprehensive and substantive analysis of the unfinished
business of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda
21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and of the
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-second
session, under the item entitled “Sustainable development”, the sub-item entitled
“Implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of
Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and
of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development”, unless otherwise
agreed.

% A/71/76-E/2016/55.
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