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Cooper ation between the United Nations and the Organization of
the Islamic Conference

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 37/4 of 22 October 1982, 38/4 of 28 October 1983,
39/7 of 8 November 1984, 40/4 of 25 October 1985, 41/3 of 16 October 1986, 42/4
of 15 October 1987, 43/2 of 17 October 1988, 44/8 of 18 October 1989, 45/9 of
25 October 1990, 46/13 of 28 October 1991, 47/18 of 23 November 1992, 48/24 of
24 November 1993, 49/15 of 15 November 1994, 50/17 of 20 November 1995,
51/18 of 14 November 1996, 52/4 of 22 October 1997, 53/16 of 29 October 1998,
54/7 of 25 October 1999, 55/9 of 30 October 2000, 56/47 of 7 December 2001,
57/42 of 21 November 2002, 59/8 of 22 October 2004, 61/49 of 4 December 2006
and 63/114 of 5 December 2008,

Recalling also its resolution 3369 (XXX) of 10 October 1975, by which it
decided to invite the Organization of the Islamic Conference to participate in the
sessions and the work of the General Assembly and of its subsidiary organs in the
capacity of observer,

Welcoming the efforts of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, which
have been undertaken in coordination with the United Nations and in full respect of
the Charter of the United Nations, in strengthening its role in conflict prevention,
confidence-building, peacekeeping, conflict resolution and post-conflict
rehabilitation including conflict situations involving Muslim communities,
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Noting the adoption by the Islamic Summit Conference at its third
extraordinary session, held in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on 7 and 8 December 2005, of
the Ten-year Programme of Action to Meet the Challenges Facing the Muslim
Ummah in the Twenty-first Century,® and the adoption on 14 March 2008 by the
Islamic Summit Conference at its eleventh session, held in Dakar on 13 and
14 March 2008, of the amended Charter of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on cooperation between
the United Nations and regional and other organizations,2

Taking into account the desire of the two organizations to continue to
cooperate closely in the political, economic, social, humanitarian, cultural and
scientific fields and in their common search for solutions to global problems, such
as questions relating to international peace and security, disarmament, self-
determination, the promotion of a culture of peace through dialogue and
cooperation, decolonization, fundamental human rights, economic and social
development, and combating international terrorism,

Recalling the Articles of the Charter of the United Nations that encourage
activities through regional cooperation for the promotion of the purposes and
principles of the United Nations,

Noting that the Secretary-General, in his report, recognizes the strengthening
of practical cooperation and the building of complementarity between the United
Nations, its funds and programmes and the specialized agencies and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, its subsidiary organs and its specialized and
affiliated institutions,3

Noting also the encouraging progress made in the ten priority areas of
cooperation between the two organizations and their respective agencies and
institutions, as well as in the identification of other areas of cooperation between
them,

Noting further that the Secretaries-General of the two organizations have met
regularly, and consultations among senior officials of the two organizations have
enhanced cooperation,

Convinced that the strengthening of cooperation between the United Nations
and other organizations of the United Nations system and the Organization of the
Islamic Conference and its organs and institutions contributes to the promotion of
the purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Taking note of the results of the general meeting of the organizations and
agencies of the United Nations system and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference and its subsidiary organs and specialized and affiliated institutions, held
in Istanbul from 29 June to 1 July 2010, to review and appraise the level of
cooperation in the fields of international peace and security, science and technology,
trade and development, implementation of the Millennium Development Goals,
protection of and assistance to refugees, human rights, human resource
development, food security and agriculture, environment, health and population, arts

1 See A/60/633-S/2005/826, annex 111.
2 A/65/382-5/2010/490.
3 |bid., sect. 1.
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and crafts, and the promotion of heritage, and of the fact that these meetings are
now being held every two years, with the next one scheduled for 2012,

Recalling that the Organization of the Islamic Conference remains an
important partner of the United Nations in peace, security and the fostering of a
culture of peace at the global level, and noting various decisions reached by the two
sides, including the agreement to continue cooperation in conflict prevention and
resolution, peacekeeping and peacebuilding, combating international terrorism,
fighting extremism, countering religious intolerance, including Islamophobia,
promoting and protecting all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,
humanitarian assistance and capacity-building in electoral assistance, and the
agreement to improve the follow-up mechanism,

Taking note of the contribution of the Organization of the Islamic Conference
in promoting intercultural dialogue and understanding within the framework of the
Alliance of Civilizations and other initiatives in this regard,

Taking note with appreciation of the close and multifaceted cooperation
between the specialized agencies of the United Nations and the specialized and
affiliated institutions of the Organization of the Islamic Conference with a view to
strengthening the capacities of the two organizations in addressing challenges to
development and social progress, including ongoing discussions between the United
Nations Children’s Fund and the Organization of the Islamic Conference on
formalizing their partnership through specific initiatives linked to the Millennium
Development Goals, as part of the Organization of the Islamic Conference Ten-year
Programme of Action to Meet the Challenges Facing the Muslim Ummah in the
Twenty-first Century,

Welcoming the existing cooperation between the Organization of the Islamic
Conference and the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the
Secretariat, including dialogue between the two entities on reaching out to
non-governmental organizations and other humanitarian actors in States members of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference as well as participation in joint activities
and events and information-sharing, with a view to furthering proactive engagement
and implementing concrete programmes in capacity-building, emergency assistance
and strategic partnerships,

Noting the request of the Organization of the Islamic Conference for greater
interaction between the secretariats of the United Nations and the Organization of
the Islamic Conference extending beyond the current biennial arrangement so as to
include periodic reviews of cooperation, in the light of the expanding areas of
cooperation between the two organizations,

Noting with appreciation the determination of the two organizations to
strengthen further the existing cooperation by developing specific proposals in the
designated priority areas of cooperation, as well asin the political field,

1.  Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-General;?

2. Urges the United Nations system to cooperate with the Organization of
the Islamic Conference in areas of mutual interest, as appropriate;

3. Notes with satisfaction the active participation of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference in the work of the United Nations towards the realization of the
purposes and principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations;
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4.  Affirms that the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference share a common goal of promoting and facilitating the Middle East
peace process so that it can reach its objective of establishing a just and
comprehensive peace in the Middle East;

5.  Requests the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference to continue to cooperate in their common search for solutions to global
problems, such as questions relating to international peace and security,
disarmament, self-determination, promotion of a culture of peace through dialogue
and cooperation, decolonization, human rights and fundamental freedoms, terrorism,
capacity-building, health-related issues such as combating pandemic and endemic
diseases, emergency relief and rehabilitation and technical cooperation;

6. Requests the secretariats of the two organizations to strengthen
cooperation in addressing the social and economic issues that affect the efforts of
Member States to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development and the
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development
Goals;

7. Welcomes the efforts of the United Nations and the Organization of the
Islamic Conference to continue to strengthen cooperation between the two
organizations in areas of common concern and to review and explore innovative
ways and means of enhancing the mechanisms of such cooperation;

8.  Also welcomes the cooperation between the Special Unit for South-South
Cooperation hosted by the United Nations Development Programme and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference and its specialized and affiliated institutions
in promoting South-South cooperation in areas of common interest;

9. Encourages the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference, as well as their subsidiary, specialized and affiliated institutions, to
intensify actions in creating bilateral frameworks for cooperation in the area of
human and industrial capacity development, trade promotion, transportation and
tourism;

10. Invites the United Nations system to cooperate with the Organization of
the Islamic Conference and its Member States in their efforts to implement the
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development
Goals;

11. Welcomes with appreciation the continuing cooperation between the
United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic Conference in the fields of
peacemaking, preventive diplomacy, peacekeeping and peacebuilding, and notes the
close cooperation between the two organizations in reconstruction and development
in Afghanistan, Somalia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Sierra Leone;

12. Appreciates the hosting by the Organization of the Islamic Conference, at
its General Secretariat in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on 17 December 2009, of the
meeting of the International Contact Group on Somalia, and welcomes the recent
opening of the Organization of the Islamic Conference Coordination Office in
Mogadishu, announced at the 17th meeting of the International Contact Group, and
calls for closer cooperation in the field between the Organization of the Islamic
Conference and the United Nations agencies,
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13. Welcomes the efforts of the secretariats of the two organizations to
strengthen information exchange, coordination and cooperation between them in
areas of mutual interest in the political field and to develop practical modalities of
such cooperation;

14. Also welcomes the signing of a memorandum of understanding between
the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference on the sidelines of the Alliance of Civilizations Second Global Forum,
held on 6 and 7 April 2009 in Istanbul, Turkey, and the subsequent signing, on the
margins of the Alliance of Civilizations Third Global Forum, held in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, in May 2010, of an Action Plan that aimed at setting out joint plans and
programmes to be implemented by the Organization of the Islamic Conference and
the Alliance of Civilizations over the period from 2010-2012;

15. Notes with satisfaction the increasing cooperation between the
Organization of the Islamic Conference and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, which is marked by the forthcoming opening
of the representation office of the Organization of the Islamic Conference in the
latter’s headquartersin Paris;

16. Welcomes the periodic high-level meetings between the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and the Secretary-General of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference, as well as between senior secretariat officials of the two
organizations, and encourages their participation in important meetings of the two
organizations;

17. Encourages the specialized agencies and other organizations of the
United Nations system to continue to expand their cooperation with the subsidiary
organs and specialized and affiliated institutions of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference, particularly in the domains of science and technology, higher education,
health and environment, by negotiating cooperation agreements, and through
necessary contacts and meetings of the respective focal points for cooperation in
priority areas of interest to the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference;

18. Urges the United Nations and other organizations of the United Nations
system, especially the lead agencies, to provide increased technical and other forms
of assistance to the Organization of the Islamic Conference and its subsidiary organs
and specialized and affiliated institutions in order to strengthen their capacities for
cooperation;

19. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General for his continued
efforts to strengthen cooperation and coordination between the United Nations and
other organizations of the United Nations system and the Organization of the
Islamic Conference and its subsidiary organs and specialized and affiliated
institutions to serve the mutual interests of the two organizations in the political,
economic, social, cultural, humanitarian and scientific fields;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its
sixty-seventh session on the state of cooperation between the United Nations and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference;
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21. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-seventh session
the sub-item entitled “ Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
of the Islamic Conference”.
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