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1. Article 68 of the Charter provides that the Council should "set up

commissions in economic and social fields a~d for the promotion of hunan

rights, and such other commissions as may be required for the performance

of its functions."

2. The Economic and Social Council, at its first session, established a

Commission on on Human Bights (resolution 5(I) ).. It decided that the

work of the Commission should be directed towards submitting proposals,

~ecommendations and reports to the Council regarding, inter ~lia,"(a) an

international bill of rights ...... "

3. At its second session, the Counc~1 in its resolution 9(II), 7
adopted on 21 June 1946, eX};l!3ssed the view "that the purpose of :the

United Nations with regard to the promotion••••• of human rignt3, as

defined in the Charter of the United Nations, can only be fulfilled if

provisions ar~ made for the implementation of human rights an~ of an

i3terr.ational hill of rights." The Council requested the Comnlssion, or.

Human Bights "to submit at an early date suggestions regarding the ways

and means for the effecti V~ implementstion of humaa rights ani fundmoontal

~reedoms, with a view to assisting the Economic and Social Councll in

working out arrangements for such implementation with other appropriate

organs of the United Nations".

4. The Commission on Human Rights, at its first session, requested its

Chairman, Vice-Chairman and REl.pporteur to undertake, l:l'i th the assistance

of the Secretariat, the task of formulating a preliminary draft

international bill Of human rights to be 8ub~itted to the second session

of the Commission (document E/259, j,Bragraph 10).

5. At the fourth session of ,the Economic and ~oc1al Council, the

President was inforned~ by a letter of the Chairman of the Co:mmission

dated 24 March 1947 (see resolution 46(f.V) th$ii"'sbe ir.-tended to appoint

a drafting committee of'the comm1ssio~':~hiChwould be converiedprior to

the second session'of the C0mm1i3s1Clrl;~Jidwhichwouldprepare; on the basis

of documentation supplied :by the Seoretariat, .~ preliminary draft of all

ipternational bUl of human rights.
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commissions in economic and aocial fields apd ~or the promotion of hunsn
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2. The Economic and Social Council, at its first session, established a

Commission on on Human Rights (resolution 5(I»,. It decided that the

work of the Commission should be directed towards Bubmdtt1ng proposals,

~ecommendation8 and reports to the Council regarding, inter alia,lI(a) an

international bill of rights •••.•• n

3. At its second session: the Counc~l in its resolution 9(I1), 7
adopted on 21 June 1946, expr assad the view lIthat the purpose of the

United Nations with regard to the promotion•••••af human right3, as

defined in the Charter of the United Nations, can only be fulfilled if

provisions arl'> made for the implementation of human rights and of an

iaterr..a.tional bill of righta. 1I The Council requested the Conmieeion.or.

Human Rights "to submit at an early date suggestions regarding the ways

end means for the effect! v~ implementation of humaa rights ani fundr.mantal

!reedoms, with a view to assisting the Economic and Social Councll in

working out arrangements for such implementation with other appropriate

organs of the United Nationa".

4. The Commission on Human Rights, at ita first sessi~n, requested ita

ChaiI'1lJEl.n, Vics·Chairman and R!\pporteur to undertake, ui th the assistance

of the Secretariat, the task of formulating a preliminary draft

inteI"l1fl.tional bill of human right.s to be subuJitted to the second session

of the Commission (document E/259, ,lAragraph lO~.

5. At the fourth session of _the Economic and Social Council, the

President was infoX'lllEld: by a letter of the Chairman of the Co:mmlssion

dated 24 z.tlrch 1947 (see resolution 46(~,V)) that'"abe ir.tended to aPPoint

a drafting committee or the.- Commissiol'{:M'hich would be cor..veried prior to

the second seFlsion'of the Commission '~d which Would prepare; on the basis

of documentation supplied :by the Seoretariat, '~ preliminary draft of an

~nternational b1l1 of human rights.
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,6. !t'he ,Oounoil, in its resolution ~,6(IV) edopteC). on 28 Maroh 1947... '

epuroved this aotion end requested the Seoretariat to prepare a documented

oa.tl1ne Qonceming an international bill of human rights. It deoided thet

'the draft ~epared b~ theebove-mentioned drafting oommittee would'be

"IUbm1tted to the seoond session of the Oommission on nv,men Rights,; that

. the draft as developed by the Commission on Ruman Rtghta would 'be' submitted

to all states Members of the United Nations for their observations,

'lqgestions and proposals; that the'Bs observations, euggt3stions and

prqposals wo1l1d then be considered as a basiB of e redraft;, it neoessary..

,";>7 the dr8fting oomm1tteej that the resulting draft would then be submitted

to the Oommission on Ruman ~ishtf3 for final oonsiderat',on; and that the

Council would consider the proposed international bill of human r1ghts

as eubmttted by' the CoJll!l11ssion.. w1th a view to recommending an internationsl'

bill of hUIllBn rights to tb,eGeneral Assembly in 1948.

7. On the b.iBi~ ot the Secreta~Y:'General"sdocumented outline

(E/CN.4/AO.1/3/Add.l) and various proposals submitted by its members, the

Drafting Comm1'tt~e prepared two documents (E/CN. 4/21), <.?neadraft

, declaration or menifee.:tG of human rights, the second e draft convention on
, ,

hWDln rights. It also discussed the question of the implementation of

human rights (see E/eN .4/AC.l/SR.l - 19) ~

8. ~ the bellil!! of 'the report of the 'Drafting Conmitte'e (E!CN.4/21), the

CoJllll!sllicn on Humen Rights, at ita second session, pl"spared a draft

;:Utemational :Bill of Rumen Rights con~iBting of (a) a. dre.ft International

,Deolaration of Humen lU8hts, (b) e draft Int.ernational Covenen:t on Ruman

Rlshts, end (0) suggestions for implementation (E/600, Annexes A, :B end C).

9. ~e Comm1~s1on was assisted in this ,~~ork, at both its second and third

'lee.lons, by one'orDk>re officers of the Commission on the status of .

.women, who, in aocord;ence ~th' resoiut~o~ 46(IV) of the Council, participated

~r1thout vote in 1te del1berations when sections of the Bill conoerning
",.. \'

the particular rights· ot women.~'Y(,":'9 being ~ons~dered.

~O. The drattsprepared by t.':le Commission at its seoond session were sent

,.toallSteteB Members of the 'lJnited Nations' on 9 Jan~ry 1948. Comments,

;lIUsse·8t1on. and. proposals were ,.reoeived from the Governments of Australia, ,
I ~". - " - , ;, '.

, · ....el1, oanaaa, EST-Pt, ~no~,' India, Mexlco, Netherlands, New Zealand,

'WOzovay, Pak1"8tan, Sweden, Union of South Atrioe, United ~ngdom and
'~~~.'~-.' - ',-' . '.

QDitedstate80t P.merica.
" ,'. '13,. At the :request ot:the Oouncil, con~eiJ'led in resolution n8(VI), the

:":" 'UI1it~1f8tlO!)BOonferenceon Freedom ef Information cons~dered and reported

,,,.,,.(~/COf(I.6/79,Am1e,B) .tJnertiOles17end '18· of the' aret~Intemational '
,])eclant1<m·ofB. Rights end~rttcle17lot :thedratt Internatio~l
.. ;:.;.:,;:,:":': ".>:-,.'.::-. ",' - .'.'., - ,",' ,',', ", "" -: "'-\'/,' - - - -'. /'
,,,"-,' //. I
y; ''.;'. ' . r.l
ti~.~.•._.'. _, .', /. . ;'. ~.'.
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6. !he Counoil, :lti its resolution 46(IV) adoptee on 28 Maroh 194.7,. .
epuroved this BOtion Bnd requested the Seoretariat to prepare e. doownented
wtl1ne conearning en internaUo:u'll bill of humsn rights. It deoided that

'the '.!raft la'spared b¥ the above-mentioned drafting committee would' be

,.bm1tted to the seoond session of the CommiBBion on Rumen R1shtsj that
. the c!ratt as I!eveloped by the CommiSsion on Ru~lI.n Rights would be aubm1tted

to all Ste.tes Members of the United Nat'1one for their observationa,

nsae8t1o:ne and proposals; that the'se observations I suggestions and

proqpoBalB wo~ld then be considered as a "aBle of e l"sdreft, if necessary,

~ the dre.ft1ng committee; that the relN.lting draft would then be submitted

to the Oommission on Human ~lghts for final oons1deretj,on; end that the

Counoil would consider the proposed international bill of human rights

as aubmttted by'the CoDl!l11Bs1on, with El view to recommending an 1nternat1ond'

bill at hWllBJ1 rights to the Qanersl Assembly 1n 1948.

7. On the be'sls of the SeoreterY':'General'.s documented outl1ne

(E/i:s.4/AC,l/3/AM.l) end var10us propossls submitted by its IlIBmbers, ths

Drafting Committae prepared two documents (E/CN,4/2l). one s dr.ft

. deolllretlon or menltes:ta of huml!ln rights, the second a draft convention on

hWDln riBhts. It also d1I!lOUBBed the question of the implementation of

human rights (se. E/CN.4/AC,1/SR,1 • 19);

8. ~ ths bads of ~he rsport of ths Drafting co_ttos (E/CN.4/2l). the

Cona!88icn on HWIIl!In Rights, et ita seoond sess10n, pl~e':pared a draft

:"Jlternat1onal :B111 of HWMn Rights conr:iet1ng of (a) e, draft I.nternatioDal

Deolaration of Humen B18hts, (b) a draft Ini;emational. Covenant on Human

Rlsht8, end (c) eussestions for implementation (E/600, Annexes A, B and C).

9. ~e Comm1~81onwae assisted in this .1{ork, at both i te seoond end third

NU1ons, b,y one' or more offioers of the Commission on the Status of

WOman, vito, in aocorl!:ftnce with" reBoiutio~ 46(IV) of the Council, pertic1pete4

1t1thOUt vote in its deliberations when sections of the :Bill conoerning,
the pert1euler rights- ot vomen,n~~9 being c"on8~dered.

lO. The drafts lU"8pered by t..'le Co1l'll'!1is8ion et its second session were Bent

_to all States Mambera ot the lJnited Naticm.& on 9 January 1948. Comments,

Mlge.tione IIDdpropossle were received from the Governments ot Australia,

".&11, Canada_, ESTPt, ;rreno~," India, Mexico, Netherlends, New ZealBnd,
, lIOnaT, Pek1"st8n, Sweden, Union of_ South Atr108, United Kingdom end

UD1tsd states ot Amerioa.

U. At the request ot the Council, con;teined 1n resolution na(VI), the
'Un1te4Bet1ons Conference on Freedom of Information cons;l.dered end reported

(E!CO'IfF.6/79, Anns,!, 11) on art1cl•• 17 snd 18 of tha dratt Intsmat10Jllll

llBclarat1<m of IIWlie1l R1ghta ",,4 .rtl.cls 17 ,of phs draft Intal'll8t1onel
fe' /
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Covenant on Human Rights. Its suggestions for amendments to these artiole'

.were taken into consideration bY' the Commission on Human Rights at its

third 6ession~

12. At its sixth session, the EconOmic and Social Oounoil (resolution

116(VI)F) directed the Commiss1~n, through its Drafting Committee and at

its next session, to give :Particular I:.\ttention to the implementation

a6~ect of the Bill' of Human Rights in order to ensure that draft ,articles

on implementation might be, submitted to Member Governments ,at the earliest
possible date.

13. On the basis of the comments, suggestions and proposals received from

Governments (E/CN.4/82 and E/CN.4/82/Adds. 1 • 12) the Drafting Committee

at its second session prepared a redrsftof the International DeclaratiOn

of Human Bights and the International Covenant on H)1DIBn Rights (E/CU.4/95,
Annexes A and B), but did not ha vs time to discuss the question of

implementation.

14. ~e Commission on Human Rights considered the draft International

Declaration of Human Rights at its third session, and forwarded it to the

Economic and Social Council (E/800, .An:n.&x A). It had not time to redraft

the dra.ft International Covenant on HtmlSU Rights, but forwarded it to the
Council in the form in which it appeared in the report of the second:.

session of the Drafting Committee (E/800, Annex B). The Cc:mn1ssion was

also unable to consider in detail the various suggestions for 1JIlpleme~tation,

but drew the attention of the Council to such proposals as had been mile
.(E/800, Annex: C).

15. Owing to the pressure of business, the CO\ncil decided tJ:lat, at the

final ~lenary stage, there should only be gene:re.l statements of position by

members regarding the draft Inte1'11at:!.one.l Deolaration of HUll8n Rigbts,

without other debate or dacialone other than a decision to transmit the
documents to the General Assembly, together with statements ot position.

16. At 'the final plenary stage, the Council accord1DBly adopted ~e

following resolution:

"THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
"DECIDES to ,transmit to the General Aseembly the drafi

, 1
International Declaration of Human Bights Bubmitted to the

Council bY' the Commission on HUIIl8n Rigbte in the report of its

third 'eession (document E!800), toaether with the reminder of

this report and records of the proceodmge of the Council at

,
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oovenant on Human Rights. Its suggestions for amendments to these artioles

,were taken into consideration by the Commission on Human Rights at ItB

third session.

12. At ita sixth session, the EconOmic and Sooial Counoil (resolution

116(VI)F) directed the Commieeivn, through 1ts Drafting Committee and at
ita next session, to give tertlcl.llar attention to the implementation

aspeot of the Bl1~ of Human Rights in order to ensure that draft ,articles

on implementation might be submitted to Member Governments -at the earliest

possible date.

13. On the basie of' the comments, sUggest10ns and proposals received from

Governments (E/aN.4/OO snd E/aN.4/OO/Adds. 1 • 12) ths Draftins Comm1tteo

at its second session preI6red a redraft 'of the International Deolaration

of Human Bights snd the Internati0\101 Covenant on H"""n Bight. (E/CIl.4/~.

Annexes A and B), but did not have time to dleouoa the question of

implementation.

14. ilhe Cormnission on Human Rights considered the draft International

Declaration of Human Rifjhta at its third session, and forwarded it to the

Economic and. Soclal Council (E/SOO, Annex A). It had not time to redraft

the draft International Covenant on BUDBU Rights, but forwarded it to the

Council in the form in which it appeared in the report of the second;,

sesaion of the Drafting Committee (E/&JO, Ama:r: B). The Ccmm1sB1on wae

also unable to consider in detail the various suggestions for 1mplemeD:tatton,

but drew the attention of the Council to such proposals as had. been Z1Bde

.(E/BoO, Annex cl.
15. Owing to the pressure of business, the 00\0011 decided tbat, at the

final pler.ary stage, there should only be genersl statements of position by

members rese-rding the dra:ft Internat:!.onal Declaration of Runen B1gbtB,

without other debate or decisions other than a decision to transmit the

documents to the General Assembly, toe:ether with statements of position.

1.6. At 'the final plenary stage, the Council acoord1IJSly adopted ~e

following resolution:

'THE ECONOMIC Am> SOCIAL COllNCIL

"DECIDES to ,transm1t to the General Assembly the drafi~
. 1

International. Declara.tion of Rumn Bights submitted to the

Council by the Commission on RUDBJ1 Rights in the report ot its

third "eese1on (document E/SOO), tosether with the remmder of

this report and recorda of the proc"d:lDgs of the Council at

IUe



2
its seventh session on this subject" •

.....

For ,the text of the draf~ Declaration of Human RIghts, see Official
Record.s ot the Economic and. Social Council, third year,- seventhaeea1on,
Supplement No. 2 (document -,./800).

. ;

.180, E/~.~Ol,,·E!SR.202,E/Slh2l5 and E/SR.2l8.
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1 For the text of the dra:f't Declaration ofRuman Rights, see Official

Records of the Economic and Social Council, third year~- seventh session,
Supplement No. 2 (document E!&Jo)..

2 Documente E!SR.1Bo, E!SR.201, E!SR.202, E!SR.215 and E!SIl.218.
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