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LEITER OF TRANSMITTAL
22 December 1964

Bir,

I have the honour to transmit to you the report to the Genmersl Assembly of
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
De.claz;a.'tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonlal Countries and Peoples, in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 1956 (XVIIT) of 11 December 1963, This
report covers the work of the Special Committee during 196k,

The report of the Special Committee concerning the implicatlons of the .
activities of the mining induétry and of the other international companies having
interests In South Wesﬁtﬁfrica, which was requested In General Assembly
resolution 1899 (XVIII) of 13 Novenber 1963, is veing transmitted to you separately.*

Accept, Slr, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Sori COULIBALY
Pregident of the Specisl Committee

His BExcellency U Thant
Secretary-General
United Nations

New York

*  Afs58h0,



A/5800
English
Yage 5

CHAPTER I

ESTAELISHMENT, ORGANIZATTON AND ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIAL COMMITIEE

A. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

1. The Geneval Assembly, at its fifteenth session, by resolutlon 1514 (Xv) of
14 December 1960, adopted the Declaration on the Grenting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples. | |

2, At its sixteenth session the General Assembly, following its consideration of
the situation with regard to the implementation of the Declaration on the
granting of independence 0 colonisal countries and peoples, adopted

‘resolution 165h (XVI) of 27 Novenmber 1961 by which it decided to establish a
Specigl Commitiee of "seventeen members. The Special Committee was directed to
examlne the application of the Declaration, to make suggestions and recommendabtions
on the progress and extent of the implementation of the Declaratlon and to report
to the General Apsembly at its sevenbeenth session. The seventeen members of

the Specisl Committee weres |

Australia Tanganyike (now the United Republile
Cambodia of Tanzania)
Ethiopia Tunisia
Tndia Union of chigt Soclallst Republics
Tral: United Kingdom of Great Britain and
f Northern Ireland
Madagascar United States of America
Mali
Urugusy
Polend Venezuels
Syria Yugoslavia

3. At its seventeenth session the Genersl Assembly, following 1ts consideration
of the report of the Speciel Committee of Seventeen (A/5238),‘adopted

resolution 1810 (XVII} of 17 December 1962 by which 1t enlarged the membership

of the Speclal Commlttee by the addition of seven new members and invited the
enlarged Speclal Committee to continue to seek the most suitable ways and meens
for the speedy and tobtel applicatlon of the Declaration to all territories
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which heve not yet attained independence. The new members added to the Special
Committee were:

Bulgaria Irag

Chile Ivory Coast
Denmark Slerra Leone
Iran

L. At its elghteenth session the Geﬁeral Asgembly, foilowing its consideration
of the report of the Special Committee of Twenty-Four (4/5446/Rev.l) adopted
Tesolution 1956. (XVIII) of 1l December 1963 by which it requested the Specisal
Committee to continue to seek the best ways and means for the immediste and total
application of the Declaration to all territories which have not yet atﬁained
independence and tp report to the General Assembly not ldter than st its
nineteenth session. The text of resolution 1956 (XVIIT) is reproduced below:

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling the Declarstion on the granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples contained in its resolution 1514 (XV) of
14 December 1960, and resolutions 165k (XVI) of 27 November 1961 and
1810 (XVIT) of 17 December 1962 by which the Genmeral Assernbly estsblished
the Special Commitiee on the situation with regard to the implementation
of the Declaration on the granting of lndependence to colonlal countries
and peoples,

"Heving considered the report of the Special Cormittee,

"Teking into consideration the observations of the Special Committee
regarding the list of territories to be examined by 1%,

"Noting with deep regret that, three years after the adoption of the
Declaration, meny territories are still under foreign domination and that,
in some cases, not even preliminery measures have baen taken towards the
epplication of the Declarstion,

"Deg}oring the negative attitude of certain Administering Powers and
their partial or complete refusal to co-operate with the 8pecial Committee
in the implementation of the Declaration,

"Deploring further the assistance given to scme Administering Powers
by certain States, which ensbles those Powers to persist in their refusal
to apply the Declaration,
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"Having adopted resolutions on Southexn Bhodesia, South West Africa,
Territories under Portuguese administration, Aden, Malta, Fiji, Northern
Fhodesia, Hyassland, Basutoland, Bechuanaland end Swaziland and British
Guiana,

" . Reaffirms its resolutioms 1514 (XV), 1654 (XVI) and 1810 (XVII);

"o, Wobes with appreciation the work accemplished by the Special
Committee om the situation with regard to the implementation of the
Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial countries and
peoples and endorses its methods and procedures;

vz, Approves the report of the Special Committee and calls upon the
Administering Powers to implement the conclusions and recommendations
conteined therein;

. Requests the Specisl Commlttee to conbilnue to seek the best ways
and mesns Tor the immediste and total application of the Declaration to all
territories which have not yet attained independence, and %o report to the
Genersl Assembly not later then at its nineteenth session;

"5, Deeply regrets the refusal of certaln Administering Powers to
co-operate with the Special Committee and, their continued disregard of the
resolutiong of the Genersgl Assembly;

"6, Tnvites the Specisl Committee to epprise the Security Council of
any developments in any territory examined by it which may threaten
international peace and securlity;

"7, Requests all States to refraln from any aetion which may
jeopardize the implementation of the resolutions adopted by the General
Assenbly end the Speciel Committee for the applicatien of the Declaretion;

", Further requests the Administering Powers to give thelr full
co~operation to the Special Committee amd to Pacilltate the task of the
sub-committees and visiting groups instructed by the Speclal Committee to
go to the territories under its mandate;

"9, Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide the Special
Committee with all the facilities and personnel necessary for the
implementation of the present resolution.”

By resplutions adopted at its seventeenth and eighteenth sessions, the

General Assembly also entrusted to the Special Committee the following additional
functlons previously performed by other Committees concerned with the dependent

Territories which had been dissolved:

() By resolution 1805 (XVII) of 1k December 1962, the General Assembly
requested the Speclal Commlttee to dlscharge, mutatlis mutandis, the tasks

fove
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6“

assigned to the Special Committee for South West Africa by

resolution 1702 (XVI), taking into consideration the special responsibilities
of the United Nations with regard to the Territory of South West Africa.

By resolution 1806 (XVII) of 1k December 1962, the General Assembly decided
to dissolve the Special Cormittee for South West Africa. By

resolution 1899 (XVIII) of 13 Novenmber 1963, the General Assembly requested
the Specisal Committeé to continue its efforts with a view to dischargiﬁg
the tasks assigned to it by resolution 1805 (XVIT).

(b) By resolution 1807 (XVII) of 14 December 1962, the General Assembly
requested_ﬁhe Special Committee to give high rriority to an exsmination of
the situatlon 1n the Territorlies under Portuguese administration. By
resolution 1809 (XVII) of 14 December 1962, the General Assembly declded

to dissolve the Special Committee on Territories under Portuguese
administration.

(¢) By resolution 1970 (XVIIT) of 16 December 1963, the Genmeral Assembly
decided to dissolve the Commibttee on Information from Non-Self-Governing
Territories. By the same résoluﬁion, the General Assembly invited Member
States which have or which assume responsibilities for the administration
of territorles whose peoples have not yet attalned a full measure of
self-government to transmit or continue to transmit to the Secretary-
General Information as prescribed under Article 73 e of the Charter, as well
as the fullest possible information on political and constitutional
develorment. It requested the Speclal Committee to study this Information
and take 1t fully into account in examining theAsituation'with regard to the
implementatlon of the Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples in each of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, and to
undertake any speclal study and prepare any speclal report it mey conslder
necessary in addition to 1ts activitles under Genersl Assembly

resolutions 1654 (XVI) and 1810 (XVIT).

With the dissolution of the Committee on Informetion, the Speclal Committee

1s now the only bedy responsible for matters relating to dependent territories,
with the exception of the Trusteeship Council, which is responsible for the three

remalning Trust Territorles.
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7. This report covers the work of the Specilal Commlttee for the periocd
25 February to 15 December 1964, during which it held 101 plenary meetings and
its Working Group and Sdb-Cqmm1ttees held over 140 meetings. L

B. OFENING OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE'S MEETINGS IN 196k

Opening sbatement by the Secretary-General

8. The First meeting of the Speeial Commitiee in 1964 (219th meeting), held

on 25 February, was opened by the Secretary-General. In. hils opening address,

the Secretary-General recalled that, during the Tirst two years, the Specilal
Committee had concerned itself mainly with decolonization in Africa, for it

was in that'continent,.as the Committee had moted in its report, that the largest
colonial Territories and some of the most difficult colonial problems still
existed. In 196h, the Committee would no doubt glve speciel attention to recent
'developments in the Territories which it had considerea'in 1963: South West Africs,
Southern Fhodesia, the three Territories of Basuboland, Bechuanaland and
Swazlland, the Territories under Portuguese administracion, parbicularly Angols,
Mozembique and Portuguese Guinea, Northern Ruodesia, Nyasaland, Spanish Sahara,
Tfni, Fernando Péo, Rfo Muni, Gambis, Gibralter, Mal®a, British Guiens, Aden and
Fiji. While some of those Territories were well on their way %o independence,
others sti1l presented prcwlems which the Committee would have to examine.

9. Although in the past two years a mumber of Non-Self-Governing Territories
had acceded o independence and were now Members of the United Nations, there
were still some slxty dependent Territorles, many of which, though small in area
and population, nevertheless came within the purview of the Declaration on
decolonization. Those small Territories included many groups of sparsely
populated iglands scattered in the Atlantlc, Paclfic and Indien Oceans. During
its 1964 session the Committee would be faced with problems which it had not 80
far been celled upon to solve; 1t would have to. seck the most effective ways of
ensbling those small Territories to attain the objectives of resolution 1514 (V).
The task would not be an easy one but there could be no doubt that the
experience gained by the members of the Comﬁittee would prove helpful in the
Tortheoming deliberations.

fons
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10. At its elghteenth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 1970 (XVIII),
had dissolved the Committee on Informetion from Non-Self-Governing Territories
and had entrusted some of its former functions to the Special Committee, By
virtue of that decision, the Special Committee had become the only body other then
the Trusteeship Council concerned with matters relating to dependent Territories.
He had issued a note (4/AC.109/1.97) setting out the implications of the
dissolution of the Commitbee on Tnformstion snd hed requested the Specilal
Committee Go express its views on the manner in which it proposed to .carry oukb
the functions devolving upon it.

1l. He was convinced that the Special Committee would approach with its usual
objectivity the many problems with which it would have Lo deal during the
present session and that it would have the co-operation of the Administering

Powers concerned.

Blection of of'ficers

12. At its 219th meeting, following the opening statement of the Secretary-
Generel, the Special Committee decided to re-elect the following officers who
were elected in 1965:

Mr. Sorl Coullbaly (Mali), Chairman

Mr. Carlos Maris Veldzquez (Uruguay), First Vice-Chairman

Mr. Voeunsei Somn (Cambodia), Second Vice-Chairmen.

Mr. K. Netwar Singh (India), Repporteur.

Statement by the Chairmen

13+ The Chairman thanked the Secretary-General for having opened the meeting of
the Special Committee and said thaet the Secretary-Genéral hed glweys shown great
interest in the work of the Committee and the latter could count on his
co-operatlon and understanding.

14. The problem of decolonization was now one of the major tasks of the Uhited
Nations and the means required to carry out thet task would doubtless be made
available to the Commitiee in sccordance with the wish expressed by the

General Assenmbly.

15. In adopting resolution 1514 (XV) and subsequently resolution 1654 (XVT)
estebiishing the Special Committee, the United Natlons Ceneral Assembly had sought

r
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to express its firm determinatlion rapldly to put an end to colonlalism in all

its manifestations. Nevertheless, three years alter the adoption of the
Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples,
despite the resolutions adopted by the General Assenmbly at its sixteenth,
sevenbeenth end elghteenth sessions, despite the recormendations of the Special
Committee, despite the debates in the Security Council and despite the struggle,
often armed, which had been waged by the subject peoples, many territories were
st111l under foreign domination. The stubborn contempt shown by the coloniel
Powers for the aspirations and legitimate rights of thé‘colonial peoples and the
feilure of those Powers to heed Unlted Nations resclutions constituted grave
threats to irternationel peace and security.

16. As the Special Committee was not a permanent organ of the United Natlons,
the procese of decolonization must of necessity be accelerated., If the Special
Committee was %o perform the task entrusted to 1t by the General Assenbly, the
colonigl Powers would have to reconsider thelr attitude towards it. The
Assenbly's resolutlon 1956 (XVIIT) expressly requested the zdministering Powers
to give their full co-operation to the Special Cormittee and to Facilitate the
task of its sub-commlittees and visiting groups. In the mejority of cases, both
in Territories where an explosive situetion exlsted and in the small, sparsely
populated Territories, the Special Commitiee could help the administefing Powers
in overcoming many difficulties to the extent that the resl and sincere objectives
of those Powers was to lead the peoples under their administration to
independence. The Specisl Committee's activities should not be regarded by

the colonial Powers as ilnterference by the Committee in what they considered to be
their domestic affairs. Under the provisions of the Unlted Nations Charter and
the Unlversel Declaration of Humen Rights, the internationel community could nob
remgin indifferent to the tragic fate of millions of people deprived of thelr
inaliensble rights. He therefore appealed agaln to the colonlel Powers to
co-operabe sincerely with the Special Committee, so that the letter might be in
e position to submit to the Genersl Assembly at its nineteenth session s complete
report, including reccommendstions regarding the accession to independence of every
colonigl Territory in conformity with the wishes of the populations concerned.
The crises which hed occurred recently in certain newly independent States were
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attributable in certaln cases to the existence of unsuitable structures inherited

from the former colonialist regime; while in other cases they were the |
ewlmination of préctical problems created and left unresolved by the former

a&ministering Powers. However, Jjust as the older nations had experienced and
overcome simllar crlses, the young States which were currently undergoing them

. ﬁopla‘also succeed in finding ways and ﬁeans of surmounting them.

17, The-exércise of sovereignty was an inalienable right of all peoples, and
'ho‘conditions should be attached to it. A1l peoples should enjoy full
sovefeignty and determine themselves the conditlions of their nabicnal existence.
18. The struggle against colonialism had become a permenent watchword of all.
Governments whigh'beiieved in Justice and regarded humen dignity as a universal
concept. In that respect, the Speclal Committee was not alone in 1ts endeavours.

- &t the second ordinary session of the Council of Ministers of the Organization
of African Unity, which was then meeting in Lagos, the liguidation of

colonislism was one of the key items on the agenda. The declsions which would be

taken there would no doubt conbribute to the speedy achievement of the alms of the
Special Committee.

' 19; Althbugh the pace at which the colonial Territories were attalning

- independence was very slow, owing to the obstinacy of the colonial Powers, the
Committee must not be dlscouraged, but must on the contrary plan its work so as
to press the atiack on the last remnants of colonialiem and submlt to the

General Assembly gt iﬁs—nineteenth‘session a report coverlng all the Territories

mentioned in paragraph 5 of resolution 1514 (XV).

20, He also drew the Commlttee's attention to General Assembly

resolutions 1899 (XVILT) end 1970 (XVITI), which had entrusted new responsibilities

to the Commitiee, and to the statements which had been mede at the elghteenth
segsion of the Genersl Assembly during the debate on the 1963 report.

2l. He welcomed those representatives who were newcomers to the Committee and
expressed the hope that the latter's work would be conducted in an atmosphere of

courtesy, mutual understanding and co-cperation.

Cs  ORGANIZATION OF WORK

22, 'The Speciel Committee dlscussed the orgaenlzation of its work at its
| 219th Go 222nd meetings, at which general statements were made by members.

een
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Statements by members

23. Thelrepresentaxive of Cambodis said that in considering how 1ts work should
be ofganized, the Committee showld bear in mind resolution 1956 (XVIII) of

11 December 1963, in which the General Assembly requested “the Special-Committee
to cohtinue to seek the best ways and means for the irmediate and total
application of 4he Declaration to all territories which have not yet attained
independence”, and resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 December 1963, in which the
Assenbly, while deciding to dissolve the Committee on Informetion from Non-Self-
Governing Territories, requested "the Special Committee to study this information
and teke it fully into account in examinlng the 81tua$ion with regard to the
implementatlon of the Declaration on the grantlng of independence to colonial
countries and peoples in each of the Non-Selt- Governing Territories".

ol. The working methods and procedures which the Special Committee had adopted
in 1962 and whick had been approved by the General Assembly in -

resalutions 1810 (XVII) and 1956 (XVIIT) could be followed. In thet comexion,
however, he wished to remind the Committee that it wes agreed that decisions
should be reached as far as possible without having recourse to voting, but that
the Committee'could always decide to resor® tb a vote if, in a particular case,
& representgiivé felt that course to be necessary.

25. The d&cumentation to be sdbmitted by the Secretariet concerning the
territories Which the Committee- planned to congider would contain, not only
political and constltuﬁional information, but slso - owlng to the dissolution of
the Committee of Informaetion from Non-Self-Governing Terrltories - 2l the other
information supplied by the administering Powérs under Article T3, paragraph 3,
of the Charter.

26. He proposed that the Sub-Committee on Petltions should be kept in belng.
The question of the freedom of access of all petitioners to United Nations
Headquerters would have to be studled with the Secretariat, in the light of the
discussion on that subject in the Fourth Cormittee during the eighteenﬁh session
of the Genersl Assembly. On the other hand, the recourse to vislbing missions
was commendable. The Secretary-General's report on financial implications
(A/C.5/999) ard the thirty-first report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questlons had allowed for the possible dispatch in 196k of a certain

Jun
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mumber of those visiting missions to Non-Self-Governing Territories. Needless .to
say, the co?qperation of the administering Powers would be necessary for that
purpose. ' ' "

27. The order of priority for considerstion of the Territories could be determined,
in consultation with the Committee, by a working group similar to the one set up
in 1963. The Committee might also establish study groups to consider the smaller
Territories. lLastly, the principle that any edministering Power which was not a
member of the Committee must be invited to take part in the discussion of the
Territories for which it was responsible should be generally spplied.

28. In 1963 the Comittee had completed considerstion of twenty~-six Territories,
it still had to consider thirty-five Territories and to ccmplete conslderetion of
five others. He suggested that they might be grouped as follows: Group A,
Territories in Africa ang adjacent Territories and Territories in Asis; group B,
Carlbbean Territories and Western Atlantie Térriﬁories; group C, Pacific
Territories. The Trust Territories could be considered after the meeting of the
Trusteeship Council in June 196%. With regard to the Territories which had

been considered in 1963, & preliminary discussion could be held within the context
of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its eighbeenth session, and
in the light of the important events which had taken place since then. They could
be considered in detail g little later, after the new Territories were taken up.
The task of completing the list of Territories with respect to which the Specigl
Commitiee was competent, as defined in cperative paragraph 5 of resolution 151k (Xv),
might be entrusted to g working group.

29, The representative of the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics expressed the
hope that the Special Comrittee would, at the current session, find specific and
effective solutions for the implementation of the Declaration on the granting of

independence to colenigl countries and peoples, so that the colonial regimes which
5till existed in some Parts of the world might be speedily and completely liquidated.
30. The national liberation movements had affected all the Territories enslaved

by colonialism. As the result of a heroic struggle} more than 50 million human
beings had shaken off the yoke of the colonial system since 1960. New States,
established on the ruins of Tormer empires, now played an active part in
internationsl, political life. In & desire to determine thelr own destinies, they
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were not comtent with political independence, but were seeking to achieve economic -
autonomy. The decisions taken by the United Netions had played, and continued to
play, an important role in thebt process. The Declaration on the granting of
independence to colonial countries and peoples provided considerable morsl backing
for the peoples flghting for independence and freedom; it implied thet the United
Natione recognized the legitimecy end justice of their strugele and condemned the
action of the colonial FPowers to suppress 1lt.

%1, Over 50 million other humen belngs were stili under the yoke of colonlallams
The colonial Powers conbtinued stubbornly to cppose the implementetion of the
Decleration in Angole, Southern Rhodesie, Mozamblgue, British Guiana, South West
Africa, Aden and & number of other Territories. There were also many other
Territories in Africa, Asla, Latin America, and in the Facific, Atlantic and Indien
Oceans, which were still in colonial stetus. The colonialists flouted the
decisions taken by the General Assembly and the Security Council for the epplication
of the Declaration becasuse of thelr desire to maintein thelr military, strategle,
political and econcmic interests and to perpetuate their exploitation of the
colonial peoples. Colonialism was unwilling to recognize the historical factors
which prompted the awakening of the peoples of colonies end semi-colonies, or the
Anaturalness of that process; it was unwilling to sbandon - to use the expression

of Karl Marx, the founder of selentific commumiem - ite zoological outlook, and
contended thet nature itself mede masters and slaves, explolters and exploited.
Colonielism was unwilling to retire from the arema of history, snd therefore
resorted to the use of armed forces, bases, and econculc and political pressure.
When the colonialists were obliged to withdraw from & colony, they sought to keep
roots in the country by all possible means, using every kind of device and
strategem - lmposing elections whenever, as in British Gulensa, it served their
purpose, but refusing them when, as in Melta, elections were not to thelr
advantage; creating artificial federations; stirring up tribal wars; encouraging
separatlst movements; instlgating territorial or border disputes; creating problems
where none exlsted; and so forth. '

2N Tf the total liquidation of the colonial system was to be achleved, the
United Nations, end all States which truly desired the end of colenilalism, must
redouble their efforts. The main tesk of the Special Committee in 196k must be to
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devise specific megsures to ensure that the Declaration on the granting of
independence would be fully end speedily implemented in all colonial territories,
without exception, vefore 1965, vwhich would be Internationsl Co=operation Year.

To that end the Sgecial Committee should lay down for each Territory preclse time-
limits, which should be as short as possible, for the liguidstion of the colonial
regime notwithstending the argument, which was sure to be advanced by the
administering Powers, that the people were "not yet reedy" or were "incapable"
governing themselves. Such an argument was dally disproved in the countries which
haed recently becoﬁe independent, where the process of staffing every sphere of
public and cultural life with indigenous personnel was tens of times more rapid
than under colonial rule.

53. The Soviet Government considered that the Committee of Twenty-Four should
concentrate primerily on examining the menner in which the colonial Powers had
carried out the decisions of the Genersl Assembly and the Security Council
regarding the granting of independence to the Portuguese colonies {Angola,
Mozambique and "Portuguese" Guinea), Southern Rhedesia, South West Africa, British
Guiaue, Aden and other colonial Territories. The Soviet Union agreed with the
Secretary=-General that the Committee should give speciai attention to developments
in the coloniel Territories since lts 1963 seesion, bearing in mind the resolutions
adopted by the General Assembly at 1ts eighteenth seasion. It should invite the
colonigl Povers to stabe unequivocally what speciflic measures they proposed to
take in the immediate future %o glve effect to United Netlons decisions, and in the
light of those statements it should consider what functions it had to perform as a
result of the abolition of the Committee on Informgtion from Non~5elf-Governing
Territories. The colonial Powers should submit to the Committee, not informetion
regarding individual minor reforms that they intended to carry out in the

" Territories under their a&miﬁiatration, but information on the specific measures
which ﬁhey had teken or'proposed to take in the immediate future in order to grant
independence to thelr colonial bossesslons. It was the Committee's duty to call
upon the colonisl Powers to submit reports on the implementation of the
aforementioned decisions and, where necessary, to dispatch speclal missions to the





