A/SS/CRP.6

24 March 2004

Original: English

Fifty-eighth session
Agenda item 55
Revitalization of the work of the General Assembly

04-28195 (E)

Analysis of the agenda of the General Assembly
Note by the Secretariat

Introduction
1. Insection B, paragraph 5, of the annex to its resolution 58/126 of 19 December
2003, the General Assembly requested the President of the General Assembly:

“... to make proposals for the further biennialization, triennialization,
clustering and elimination of items of the customary agenda of the Assembly
for the consideration of the General Committee by 1 April 2004.”

2. At the request of the President, the Secretariat has prepared the present note to
facilitate the deliberations on this matter.

3. The agenda of the General Assembly is an evolving document; new items and
sub-items are added each session, titles of items change from session to session and
items are dropped when they are no longer relevant.

4. This notc has the following annexes:
I List of all items of the agenda
IT.  List of annual items
ITT. List of biennial items
IV. List of triennial items
V.  List of quadrennial items
VI. List of quinquennial items
VII. List of dormant plenary items.

5. There are in total 333 items and sub-items in the agenda. The numbers of items
allocated to individual Main Committees and the plenary, as shown in the figure, are
as follows:

00 00
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Plenary 126
First Commitiee 68
Fourth Commuttee 10
Second Committee 42

Third Commuites 20

Fifth Commutice 31
Nixih Committee i6
Tostasl fhormt pow Wi Commitions:
149
1z
e
80
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& OF the 333 ttems and sub-items i the agenda, the frequency of tems i5 as

follows:
+ Annual iterms 229
» Biennial items %0
~ Even-numbered sessions 30
~ Odd-numbered sessions 30
« Triennial aems 10
* Quadrenmal stems 10
» Quinguennial fiems §

7. The hists of agenda items are derived from documents ASY/S0, A/S8/251,
A2 1 Rev. . ASS6/251/Rev.T and A/SR/25 1 Rev |

B In the annexes, the columms “Sesston” and “Year™ (see heading H) indicate
when the item was inciuded in the agenda and who requesied il

9. The “Action history” column {see heading 1 contains information from the last
session when the 1tem was considered,
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10. The column “No. of meetings” (see heading I) indicates how many meetings
were allocated for the agenda item.

11. The number of speakers (see heading I) refers to the number for the last
session the item was considered.

12. In the “No. of reports” column (see heading I), numbers in square brackets
imply addenda and an asterisk means that a document was issued under several
items,

13. The following items or sub-items are new and their frequency is not yet
known. They are therefore identified as annual items.

* Prevention of armed conflict (plenary item)

» Compliance with arms limitation and disarmament and non-proliferation
agreements (First Committee item)

* Improving the effectiveness of the methods of work of the First Committee
(First Committee item)

* Confidence-building measures in the regional and subregional context (First
Committee item).

Concluding observations

14. It is hoped that the factual information provided in this note will assist
delegations in identifying ways to streamline the agenda of the General Assembly.
For example, a review of the items of the plenary finds 10 items which can be
considered to be “dormant”, that is, items under which no substantive action has
been taken for the past 10 years (see annex VII). The Assembly may wish to
consider whether such items should remain on the agenda, but on an “inactive list”,
and to be reinstated on the “active agenda” when required. Dormant items are not so
apparent among the items allocated to the Main Committees,

15. A step further could also be considered. As noted in A/S8/CRP.4, there appears
to be a mismatch between the agenda and the priorities of the Organization. Rather
than trying to find a structure to house all items, should we not consider a list of
agenda items that would conform to the priorities of the Organization as reflected in
the medium-term plan or defined in the Millennium Declaration? One possible
approach is to differentiate between a permanent agenda and an actual agenda for a
particular scssion. The benefit would be to allow the actual agenda of cach session
to reflect the priorities of the United Nations at that time.

16.  Annex II lists all annual items of the agenda of the General Assembly. This list
could be examined for further biennialization, triennialization and, equally
importantly, for clustering, so as to consolidate and enhance the debates on similar
items. It should be noted that biennialization of items is not practised in all the Main
Committees. The Fourth and Third Committees, for example, have annual items
only.

17. Annex III, which lists all biennial items, could also be reviewed for the
possibility of triennializing some of the items.
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