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1. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions has
considered the statement submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with rule
153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly on the programme budget
implications of draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18 (A/C.5/58/18).

2. As indicated in the statement by the Secretary-General, under the terms of
operative paragraphs 2, 7 and 8 of the draft resolution, the General Assembly would
decide that the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the
Strengthening of the Role of the Organization should hold its next session from
29 March to 8 April 2004; commend the Secretary-General for his continued efforts
to reduce the backlog in the publication of the Repertory of Practice of United
Nations Organs and endorse the efforts of the Secretary-General to eliminate the
backlog in the publication of the Repertoire of the Practice of the Security Council;
and encourage the Secretary-General in his continuous efforts to eliminate the
backlog in the Repertory and the Repertoire, including by exploring options
involving cooperation with academic institutions as a means to achieve this aim
without prejudice to the continuation of their timely publication.

3. The Advisory Committee notes that the conference-servicing requirements for
the nine-day session of the Special Committee referred to in operative paragraph 2
of the draft resolution are estimated at $275,714 and that the meeting has already
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been programmed into the calendar of conferences. No additional appropriation is
therefore required (A/C.5/58/18, para. 11).

4. As concerns operative paragraphs 7 and 8 of the draft resolution, the Advisory
Committee recalls that, in action 10 (d) of his report entitled “Strengthening of the
United Nations: an agenda for further change” (A/57/387 and Corr.1), the Secretary-
General stated that the Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs should no
longer be produced by the United Nations. Accordingly, no provision was included
in the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2004-2005 for that purpose.
Adoption of the draft resolution would consequently entail additional requirements
under sections 2, General Assembly affairs and conference services; 3, Political
Affairs; 4, Disarmament; 5, Peacekeeping operations; 8, Legal affairs; 9, Economic
and social affairs; 24, Human rights; 29B, Office of Programme Planning, Budget
and Accounts; and 29C, Office of Human Resources Management.

5. In his statement, the Secretary-General estimates that adoption of the draft
resolution would give rise to total additional resource requirements for the proposed
programme budget for the biennium 2004-2005 in respect of the Repertory of
Practice amounting to $2,357,600. A breakdown of requirements by section of the
proposed programme budget is given in paragraph 10 of the statement by the
Secretary-General.

6. The Advisory Committee encourages the Secretariat to make greater use
of the Internet to disseminate the Repertory of Practice, thereby speeding access
to the publication and possibly reducing printing costs. In this connection, the
Advisory Committee understands that there remains a reliance on hard copies
of the Repertory.

7. The Advisory Committee recommends that the Fifth Committee inform
the General Assembly that, should it adopt draft resolution A/C.6/58/L.18, an
additional appropriation of $2,357,600 would be required in the proposed
programme budget for 2004-2005, as follows: section 2, General Assembly
affairs and conference services, $590,100; section 3, Political affairs, $178,300;
section 4, Disarmament, $30,000; section 5, Peacekeeping operations, $383,300;
section 8, Legal affairs, $82,500; section 9, Economic and social affairs,
$560,900; section 24, Human rights, $410,900; section 29B, Office of
Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts, $55,500; and section 29C, Office
of Human Resources Management, $66,100. Under the procedures established
by the General Assembly in its resolutions 41/213 and 42/211, those provisions
would represent a charge against the contingency fund.

8. The Advisory Committee was informed that the potential charges against the
contingency fund for the biennium 2004-2005 as at 24 November 2003 (see annex)
exceeded the level approved by the General Assembly for the contingency fund for
the biennium 2004-2005, namely $21.6 million (see Assembly resolution 57/280).
Therefore, in accordance with the guidelines approved by the Assembly for the
operation of the fund, the Secretary-General should make proposals, in his
consolidated statement of programme budget implications and revised
estimates for the current session of the Assembly, for revising the consolidated
amount so that it will not exceed the available balance (Assembly resolution
42/211, annex, para. 6). The Advisory Committee will revert to this matter in
the context of its consideration of the consolidated statement.
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Annex
Potential charges against the contingency fund for
2004-2005 as at 24 November 2003
(Thousands of United States dollars)

Secretary-General
Advisory

Committee
Fifth

Committee Net costs

Requirements for
servicing meetings

within net costs
(sect. 2)

I. Contingency fund

1. Revised estimates resulting from resolutions
and decisions adopted by the Economic and
Social Council at its substantive and resumed
substantive sessions of 2003 (A/C.5/58/10) 842.7 - 842.7 557.3

2. Programme budget implications of draft
resolution A/C.6/58/L.18, Report of the
Special Committee on the Charter of the
United Nations and on the Strengthening of
the Role of the Organization (Repertory) 2 357.6 2 357.6 -

3. Cost implications of providing more
predictable and adequate conference services
to the meetings of regional and other major
groupings of Member States 7 966.0 (3 225.4) 4 740.6 4 044.4

4. Improving and modernizing the conference
facilities at the United Nations Office at
Nairobi 1 139.0 - 1 139.0 -

5. The illicit trade in small arms and light
weapons in all its aspects (Programme of
Action follow-up) 1 893.3 1 893.3 1 532.2

6. UNITAR (A/58/544) 331.3 331.3 -

Under consideration of Main Committee

7. Travel of least developed countries
(A/C.2/58/L.XX) 783.6 783.6 -

8. Desertification Convention (A/C.2/58/L.XX) 1 725.4 1 725.4 1 725.4

9. Climate Change Convention (A/C.2/58/L.XX) 3 781.1 3 781.1 3 781.1

Anticipated/under preparation by Secretariat

10. Relocation of the UNJSPF secretariat —
Report of the Standing Committee of the
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board
(A/58/214) 1 589.9 1 589.9 -

11. INSTRAW 234.7 234.7 -

12. Committee on the Rights of the Child 3 856.8 3 856.8 3 645.0

13. Small island developing States 577.5 577.5

14. Follow-up to World Summit on Sustainable
Development 500.0 500.0

15. Commodities 425.0 425.0
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Secretary-General
Advisory

Committee
Fifth

Committee Net costs

Requirements for
servicing meetings

within net costs
(sect. 2)

16. Ad hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and
Integral International Convention on
Protection and Promotion of the Rights and
Dignity of Persons with Disabilities
(A/C.3/58/L.78) 763.5 763.5 763.5

17. Children and armed conflict ? -

18. Financing for Development ? -

19. United Nations Decade for Human Rights
Education, 1995-2004 ? -

20. Population ? -

21. Law of the sea ? -

Subtotal 25 542.0 16 048.9

Level of contingency fund approved in
resolution 57/280 21 600.0

Contingency fund balance (3 942.0)

II. Other

Servicing of the Counter-Terrorism Committee 4 439.2 4 212.1

Grand total 29 981.2 20 261.0


