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1. The Committee on Information held its resumedevelopment. Adelegation stated that the Fifth Committee
session from 1 to 5 November 1999 to consider the repshibuld continue to consider the question of the
of the Secretary-General on multilingual developmergnhancement of the Web sites in the six official languages
maintenance and enrichment of United Nations Web sifasrsuant to resolution 53/208 C of 18 December 1998. One
(A/AC.198/1999/9 and Corr. 1 and 2). In paragraph 35 @délegation asked for additional details on the resource
draft resolution B entitled “United Nations publiacequirementsin the sub-option C-3. Another speaker asked
information policies and activities”, adopted by ththat some of the terminology in this proposal be clarified.
Committee by consensus on 14 May 1999, the Secretddyre delegation observed that sub-option C-3 was no
General was requested to further develop his proposglgrantee of language parity. A speaker, referring to the
pertaining to option C discussed in his previous repageport of the Secretary-General, asked about the status of
(A/AC.198/1999/6), in a cost effective manner and wita pilot study on the feasibility of distributing high-fidelity

a focus on textual content, including appropriaténited Nationsradio programmes over the Internettoareas
programme budget implications, for consideration by tloé the world with advanced bandwidth and technology.
Committee on Information and other relevant bodies. Tmother expressed his appreciation for the newly initiated
new report on the subject (A/AT98/1999/9 and Corr.1 United Nations News Centre. One delegation suggested
and 2) offered three sub-options to further develop optitihat a Web page be developed for the upcoming United
C. Sub-option C-3 was the proposal recommended in tdations Year of Dialogue among Civilizations.

report under consideration. 3. The Under-Secretary-General made a statement in

2. The Under-Secretary-General for Communicatiomsply to some of the specific questions raised and also
and Public Information made a statement introducing tpeovided some additional information as requested. In his
report of the Secretary-General. For text of the statemergply, he emphasized that when the language versions of
see the annex attached to the present report. Tie Web site were further developed, this would indeed
delegations, while agreeing that sub-option C-3 seemedeésult in a larger number of accesses to the language sites
be the best of the alternatives offered under tla@d decrease the cost per usage of these sites. The Under-
circumstances of continuing financial restrictions, were 8ecretary-General stated that the Department viewed
the viewthat the actual level of usage of the United Natiofreodules” as main thematic areas of action and activities,
language sites should not be the criterion for their furtheuch as peace and security, economic and social
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development, human rights, humanitarian assistance and
environment, while “elements” were specific documents
and publicinformation productsthat betterillustrated those
thematic categories. As for the actual content of the sites,
the Under-Secretary-General stated that the Department
would continue to place emphasis on the textual content
ofthe sitesin keeping with the views expressed by Member
States in this respect. He stated that with regard to the
resources, the staffing requirements represented the total
staffing needs within the Department of Public Information
for the implementation of sub-option C-3. As indicated in
the report of the Secretary-General, the current
arrangement was temporary and could not be sustained in
the long run as the current staff had been temporarily
redeployed from their regular functions in other parts of
the Department.

4.  One delegation, on behalf of the Group of 77 and
China, proposed a text to replace operative paragraph 35
of the Committee’s draft resolution B, contained in
document A/54/21. Following informal consultations, the
Committee met in plenary and decided by consensus to
amend draft resolution B on United Nations public
information policies and activities by substituting a new
operative paragraph 35 in it. The Committee also decided
to add a new operative paragraph to draft resolution B
concerning the Geneva Diplomatic Community Network.
Therevised text of draft resolution B is reproduced below:

Draft resolution B

United Nations public information policies
and activities

The General Assemhly

Reiteratingits decision to consolidate the role
of the Committee on Information as its main
subsidiary body mandated to make recommendations
toitrelating tothe work of the Department of Public
Information of the Secretariat,

Concurringwith the view of the Secretary-
General that publicinformation and communications
should be placed at the heart of the strategic
management ofthe United Nations, and that a culture
of communications should permeate all levels of the
Organization, as a means of fully informing the
peoples of the world of the aims and activities of the
United Nations,

1. Reaffirmsits resolution 13 (1) of 13
February 1946, in which it established the
Department of Public Information ofthe Secretariat;

2. WelcomesAngola, the Republic of
Moldova and Solomon Islands to membership in the
Committee on Information;

3. Calls uponthe Secretary-General, in
respect of the public information policies and
activities of the United Btions, to continue to
implement fully the recommendations contained in
paragraph 2 ofits resolution 48/44 B of 10 December
1993 and other mandates as established by the
General Assembly;

4. Takesnotefthereport of the Secretary-
General on the reorientation of United Nations
activities in the field of public information and
communications$,and encourages him to continue
the reorientation exercise in the area of public
information and communations, while stressing the
needtotakeintoaccountthe views of Member States,
andrequests him to report thereon to the Committee
on Information atits twenty-second session, in 2000;

5. Emphasizes that, through its
reorientation, the Departmentof Public Information
should maintain and improve its activities in the
areas of special interest to developing countries and,
where appropriate, other countries with special
needs, including countries in transition, and that
such reorientation should contribute to bridging the
existing gap between the developing and the
developed countries in the crucial field of public
information and communications;

6. Takesnotefthe report ofthe Secretary-
General on the proposed medium-term plan for the
period 2002-2005: programme 23, public
information? and, emphasizing that the
implementation of the broad @atives, as outlined
in the proposal, should be in accordance with the
objectives set forth in relevant General Assembly
resolutions regarding the questions relating to
information, requests the Secretary-General to
proceed with its submission for considgon by the
Committee for Programme and Coordination, in
accordance with section | of General Assembly
resolution 53/207 of 18 &ember1998;

7. Regquestshe Secretary-General to also
give a particular focus to educational institutions as
keyandindispensable partners ofthe United Nations
in its efforts to fully inform the peoples of the world
of its aims and activities;
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8. Takesnote with appreciatiafithe efforts
of the Secretary-General to strengthen the public
information capacity of the Department of Public
Information for the formation and day-to-day
functioning of the information components of
peacekeeping and other field operations of the United
Nations, and requests the Secretariat to continue to
ensure the involvement of the Department of Public
Information from the planning stage of such future
operations through interdepartmental consultations
and coordination with other substantive departments
of the Secretariat;

9. Encouragesthe Secretary-General to
further strengthen consultative arrangements
between the Department of Public Information and
other substantive departments in the Secretariat, in
particular those dealing with development issues;

10. Recalls its resolution 53/22 of 4
November 1998 concerning the designation of the
year 2001 as the United Nations Year of Dialogue
among Civilizations, and encourages the Secretary-
Generalto strengthen the publicinformation capacity
of the Department of Public Information with a view
to disseminating information on and drawing
international attention to the Dialogue among
Civilizations and the impact it could have on
promoting mutual understanding, tolerance, peaceful
coexistence and international cooperation;

11. Recalls its resolution 53/202 of 17
December 1998 concerning the designation of the
fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly as the
Millennium Assembly of the United &tions and the
convening, as an integral part of the Millennium
Assembly, of the Mlennium Summit of the United
Nations, and encourages the Secretary-General to
formulate and implement an effective public
information strategy in this regard so as to ensure
that the Summit will enjoy broad international
support;

12. Emphasizeshat all publications of the
Department of Public Information should fulfil an
identifiable need, should not duplicate other
publications inside the United Nations system and
should be produced in a cost-effective manner;

13. Takesnote with appreciatiofthe efforts
of the Secretary-General to move the Dag
Hammarskjold Library in the direction of a virtual
library, and requests him, atthe same time, to enrich
the stock of books and journals in the Library,

including on peace and security as well as

development-related issues, in order to ensure that
it continues to be a broadly accessible resource for
information about the United Nations and its

activities;

14. Urgesthe Secretary-General to exert all
efforts to ensure that publications and other
information services ofthe Secretariat, including the
United Nations Web site, contain comprehensive,
objective and equitable information about the issues
before the Organization and maintain editorial
independence, impartiality, accuracy and full
consistency with resolutions and decisions of the
General Assembly;

15. Notes that the request made to the
Secretary-General, in its resolution 53/59 B of
3 Decembet998, toensure full and direat@ess for
therepresentatives of Member Statesto the briefings
organized at Headquarters by the Office of the
Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and to ensure
wider outreach of the outcome of such briefings, has
not been implemented, and therefore reiterates that
request;

16. Requestthe Secretary-Generaltoensure
that information presented to the media is made
availabletodelegations fullyandin atimelyfashion;

17. Reaffirmsthe importance attached by
Member States to the role of United Nations
information centres in effectively and
comprehensively disseminating information in all
parts of the world, in particular in developing
countries and countries in transition, and especially
in those countries where there is need for greater
understanding about United Nations activities;

18. Also reaffirmsthe importance of all
United Nations information centres meeting the
primary oljectives outlined by the Committee on
Information in its report on its ninth sessidn;

19. Takes notefthe report of the Secretary-
General on the integration of United Nations
information centres with field offices of the United
Nations Development Progmme?in which he notes
that the objectives of the integration exercise remain
valid, and notes his intention to make a concerted
effort to address the problems encountered in the
implementation of the integration exercise in a
number of information centres;
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20. Notes with concernthat, while the
co-location of United Nations information centres
with field offices of the United Nations Development
Programme has, to some extent, been able to promote
the image of the United Nations, the integration of
United Nations information centres with field offices
ofthe Programme has, in general, resulted in a lower
level of programme delivery and a narrower range of
activities and in cases of relocation of information
centres to common premises with the Programme,
has frequently resulted in higher maintenance costs
and has been suffering from leadership and staff
problems and that, to a large extent, the policy of
integration has not in all cases achieved its stated
objective of performing functions efficiently,
effectively and in a cost-effective manner;

21. Requestshe Secretary-General to carry
out a case-by-case review of, and submit his
proposals on the functioning of, the integrated
centres on a priority basis, in full consultation with
the host Governments, and to submit a report during
the twenty-second session of the Committee on
Information;

22. Further notesthat the Department of
Public Information intends to draft, jointly with the
United Nations Development Programme, a set of
guidelines indicating the operational framework for
the integrated centres, and requests the Secretary-
General to report on the guidelines before its
implementation to the Committee on Information at
its twenty-second session;

23. Reaffirms the role of the General
Assembly in réation to the opening of new United
Nations information centres, and invites the
Secretary-General to make such recommendations as
he may judgeacessaryregarding the establishment
and location of such centres;

24. Takes notef the information provided
bythe Secretary-Generalin hisreportconcerning the
allocation of resourcesto Unite@hbns infomation
centres in 1998,and calls upon him to continue to
study ways and means of rationalizing and effecting
equitable disbursement of available resources to all
United Nations information centres and to report to
the Committee on Information at its twenty-second
session;

25. Welcomesthe action taken by some
Member States with regard to providing financial
and material support to United Nations information

centres in their respective capitals, and invites the
Secretary-General, through the Department of Public
Information, to consult Member States, where
appropriate, on the possibility of providing the

centres with additional voluntary support on a

national basis, bearing in mind that such support
should not be a substitute for the full allocation of

financial requirements for the United Nations

information centresin the context ofthe programme
budget of the United Nations;

26. Welcometherequestsof Croatia, Gabon,
Guinea, Haiti, Jamaica and Kyrgyzstan for
information centres or information components;

27. Recognizesthe continuing enhanced
cooperation between the Department of Public
Information and the University for Peace in Costa
Rica as a focal point for promoting United Nations
activities and disseminating United Nations
information materials, and requests the Secretary-
General to report on those activities;

28. Expresses its full supportor wide,
accurate, equal and prompt coverage of United
Nations activities through the continuation and
improvement of United Nations press releases,
stressestheimportance of havingthese pressreleases
issued in all official languages ofthe United Nations,
and requests other relevant bodies of the General
Assembly to give due considsion to this matter;

29. Stressethatradioisone ofthe most cost-
effective and far-reaching media available to the
Department of Public Information and an important
instrument in United Nations activities, such as
development and peacekeeping, in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 48/44 B;

30. Encourage$urther strengthening ofthe
availability of programmes of United Nations Radio,
in all available languages, on the United Nations
Web site on the Internet;

31. Requests the Secretary-General to
implement fully the recommendations contained in
paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution 38/82
B of 15 December 1983 with regard to the
introduction of full programming in French and
Creolein the work programme ofthe Caribbean Unit
of United Nations Radio;

32. Takesnotefthe report ofthe Secretary-
General on the design and scope of a pilot project for
the development of an international radio
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broadcasting capacity for the United Natiremd
requests the Department of Public Information to
start, as soon as possible, the implementation of the
pilot project through,inter alia, contacts with
interested Member States and other specialized
institutions, with a view to ensuring the assistance
necessary for the success of the project, taking into
account the need to enhance the existing resources
and services, and further requests the Secretary-
General to submit a progress report on the
implementation of this pject to the Comittee on
Information at its twenty-second session;

33. Underlineghe continuingimportance of
using traditional and mass media channels to
disseminate information about the United Nations,
and encourages the Secretary-General, through the
Department of Public Information, to continue to
take full advantage of recent developments in
information technologies, including the Internet, to
improve, in a cost-effective manner, the
dissemination of information about the United
Nations, in accordance with the pritigs established
bythe General Assembly and taking intoaccountthe
linguistic diversity of the Organization;

34. Takes noteof efforts by some United
Nations information centres to establish their own
Web pages in local languages, and recommends the
Department of Public Information to encourage other
information centres to develop Web pages in the
respective local languages of host countries;

35. Takes note with appreciatipnwith
reference to the report of the Secretary-General on
the continuous development, maintenance and
enrichment of United Nations Web sitemnd the
report of the Secretary-General on the multilingual
development, maintenance and enrichment of United
Nations Web site&of the efforts of the Secretary-
General to develop and enhance the United Nations
Web sites in all the official languages of the
Organization, requests him to pursue these efforts
and to continue to develop proposals for
consideration by the Committee at its next session,
having in mind the goal of achieving modular parity
between official languages, and stressing that this
goal should be achieved in a cost-effective manner
and with a focus on textual content;

36. Welcomesthe establishment of the
GenevaDiplomatic Community Network, which has
improved the dissemination of information among

the permanent missions, the United Nations Office
at Geneva and the other international organizations
basedin Geneva, andrequeststhe Secretary-General
to continue providing his support to this important
programme;

37. Expresses its appreciatiorfor the
ongoing programme for broadcasters and journalists
from developing countries and countriesin transition
conducted by the Department of Public Information,
and calls for its further expansion to include a larger
number of trainees from developing countries;

38. Acknowledgethe important work carried
out bythe United Nations Educational, Scientificand
Cultural Organization and its collaboration with
news agencies and broadcasting organizations in
developing countries in disseminating information
on priority issues;

39. Requeststhe Department of Public
Information to continue to ensure the greatest
possible access for United Nations guided tours, as
well as to ensure that displays in public areas are
kept as informative, up-to-date, relevant and
technologically innovative as possible;

40. Recallsits resolutions concerning the
consequences ofthe Chernobyl disaster, in particular
resolutions 51/138 B of 13 dzemberl996 and
52/172 of 16 Bcemberl997, and encourages the
Department of Public Information, in cooperation
with the countries concerned and with the relevant
organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system, to continue to take appropriate measures to
enhance world publicawareness ofthe consequences
of that disaster;

41. Recalls alsats resolution 53/1 H of 16
November 1998, concerning international
cooperation for the human and ecological
rehabilitation of the Semipalatinsk region of
Kazakhstan affected by nuclear tests, and encourages
the Department of Public Information, in cooperation
with relevant organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system, to take appropriate measures to
enhance world publicawareness of the problems and
needs of the Semipalatinsk region;

42. Recalls its resolution 53/59 of 3
Decemberl998 and urges the Department of Public
Information to take theetessary measures, through
the provision of relevant and objective information,
with a view to achieving the major objectives set
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forth in the report of the Secretary-General on the
causesofconflictand the promotion of durable peace
and sustainable development in Afrita;

43. Requestthe Secretary-General toreport
tothe Committee on Information atits twenty-second
session, in 2000, and to the General Assembly at its
fifty-fifth session, in 2000, on the activities of the
Department of Public Information and on the
implementation of the recommendations contained
in the present resolution;

44. Requestthe Committee on Information
to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth
session;

45. Decidesto include in the provisional
agenda of its fifty-fifth session the item entitled
“Questions relating to information”.

5. Thedelegation of Egypt inquired about the result of
consultations that were to be undertaken with regard tothe
implementation of its proposal as contained in paragraphs
52 and 53 of the Committee’s report (A/54/21). In his
explanation, the Chairman pointed to the need to identify
one topic for consideration by the Committee and
welcomed any suggestions from delegations to that effect.
Therepresentative of Egypt reiterated the relevance of the
proposal and the importance of achieving progress before
the next session of the Committee; he also explained that
it was meant to be implemented within the context of the
Working Group ofthe Committee. The Chairman said that
he shared this understanding and would continue his
consultations towards that end.

6. The Chairman proposed that, since the report of the
Committee on Information (A/54/21) had already been
transmitted to the General Assembly, the report of the
resumed session should take the form of an addendum. In
his closing remarks, the Under-Secretary-General for
Communications and Public Information assured the
Committee that the Department would continue its efforts
with regard to the United Nations Web sites with the
Committee’s guidance.

7. Attheresumed session, the Chairman informed the
Committee that Liberia had requested membership in the
Committee and, accordingly, the Committee decided to
amend the draft decision adopted by consensus by the
Committee on 14 May 1999, contained in paragraph 49 of
its report to the General Assembly (A/54/21), to read as
follows:

Draft decision

Increase in the membership of the
Committee on Information

The General Assembly decides toincrease the
membership of the Committee on Information from
93 to 95 members and to appoint Liberia and
Mozambique as members of the Committee on
Information.

Notes

1 A/JAC.198/1999/2.
2 AJAC.198/1999/8.

3 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-second
Session, Supplement No. @U42/21), sect. 1l1.D,
recommendation 36.

4 AJAC.198/1999/3.

5 AJAC.198/1999/4.

5 AJAC.198/1999/5.

7 AJAC.198/1999/6.

8 AJAC.198/1999/9 and Corr.1 and 2.
9 A/52/871-S/1998/318.



A/54/21/Add.1

Annex

Statement by the Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public
Information at the opening of the resumed twenty-first session of the Committee
on Information

| should like first of all to express my appreciatioaudio-visual Web sites build on material currentlgitable
to you and to the members of the Committee for the waak taped television or radio programmes.
accomplished during the first part of the twenty-first

) held f he basis Itis also important to point out that the development
session, held from 3 to 14 May 1999. The basis OF OYf the United Nations Web site has not been carried out at
resumed session was created through the Committgg

€ expense of the delivery of traditional media products.
careful deliberations in May. | am confident that thg, P y P

. ) ; ) : many cases, the United Nations Web site has made it
Committee will continue to provide valuable guidance tgb
S

o X o . ssible to deliver traditional media products more
our future public information activities, including tho ffectively to a wider audience at a much faster pace than
involving the United Nations Web site.

previously. For example, our press releases are posted on
I would like to recall that in his report to thethe Web site before they are available in print.
Committee on Information, dated 10 April 1999, entitled  5q \ve begin our deliberations today, we must

“Reorient_atior_1 of Unitgd Nations activities i'? th‘? ﬁelfhcknowledgethe enormous potential of the Internet for the
of public information and communications”g yanization. We must also concede that we cannot today
(A/AC.198/1999/2), the Secretary-General outlined thg.eqee a1l the possibilities which lie ahead through the use

main elements ofthe new orientation of the activities Oftl?)?the Internet. However, we must prepare to plan for a
Department of Public Information, including thilization  ¢,4re in which the Internet will play a substantial role.
of the Internet, a medium which is rapidly evolving into

a significant communications tool for users around the Since the launch of the United Nations Web site as
world. a pilot projectin Jun&995, the Department has struggled

: ) to develop, maintain and update the site within existing
. On the th.reshold.of the new millennium, we face tr}(Esources. This has included the temporary redeployment
ISsue ofthe United Nat|ons_pres§nce onthe Interngt, W,hiﬁr%taff from within the Department. In order to exploit its
W'” have tremendpus ramifications for the Orga_ngnom” potential, and indeed, in order to maintain what has
in_ the twenty—ﬁr_st century. Todayz orgamzatmnalready been created in the official languages, we must
everyyvhere are taking advantage ofthe tlmellness and cesitialize the temporary arrangements and give the United
effectlveness_ of the Internet.to get thglr messages %‘&tions Web site the status of a regular programmed
Interngt—prowded health Services and cﬁstance educatkﬁﬂivity. Atthetime of the formulation of the medium-term
are t_’e'”_g e>'<plored, egpeually W_'th a view towards theﬁfan for the period 1996-2001 there were no means to
application in developing countries. foresee the advent of the United Nations Web site. It was
Today, the presence of the United Nations on thieerefore not included in the programme budgets for the
Internet is an essential, strategic tool tojgcb and bienniums 1996-1997 and 1998-1999. As a result, the
enhance the image of the Organization in all parts of therrent United Nations Web site operation is not a
world, especially through the rapid delivery of news thatidgeted activity of the Department. The resource
we are now providing via our just-initiated United Nationsequirements for the strengthening of the United Nations
News Centre. The Internet has truly become a univer¥séb site activities in the other official languages and its
network, as practically every countryin the world now hdsrther development would be in addition to the 2000-2001
some degree of connectivity. budget proposals for programme 23, Public Information.

There is no doubt that the Internet has enhanced the The General Assembly, in its resolution 53/208 C of
efficiency and timeliness of United Nations publid8 Decembefl998, stressed “the need for the continuous
information activities. Rcently, the preséation of development, maintenance and enrichment of United
information about the Organization has taken on névations Web sites, with a view to achieving equal
dimensions with the addition of audio-visual elements treatment of the six official languages on those Web sites”.

the Web repertoire. In this regard, let me stress that the In response to this resolution, a report was presented

tothis Committee at the first part of its twenty-first session



A/54/21/Add.1

in May 1999 and to the Committee on Conferences at jiiesentation of the contents of the current United Nations
substantive session, held from 30 August to 1 Septembéeb site in all official languages on an incremental basis
1999. Thereport outlined three proposals. The first woukdth no time frame for achieving full parity.

ensure full parityamong all Web sites in official languages ;. qer sub-option C-2, only selected basic modules

by the end of 2001. The second would achieve the samg)ding the audio-visual module, would be translated and
objective over alonger period oft|m_e. And the third would, 5 e available on the Web site on an ongoing basis. The
seek to place elements or modules in each of the langu ent-providing offices would decide upon these modules
on the Web site, in correlation with the level of usage adseq on guidance from Member States. Both sub-options 1
the funding made available for this purpose. and 2 require that a feasibility study be undertaken to

In draft resolution B, adopted by consensus on ti&termine the cost of expanding the Web site in all six
May 1999, this Committee requested a further elaboratimguages.

of the third proposal, that is option C, in a costjeffect?ve Sub-option C-3, in the view of the Secretary-General,
manner, and with a focus on textual content, including, ;| yrovide a sound foundation for the current ad hoc

apprf’p”a“? programme .budget implications, f, aintenance and enhancement of activities of the Web site.
consideration by this Committee and other relevant bOdIEW

) . ) ; >would offer content in other languages, related to the
Thereport before you is being submitted in responsetot Sel of usage of the Web site in those languages. New
request.

modules would be made available on the basis of ongoing
Current data show that, on 20 October 1999, famonitoring of the usage level, as it increases.

example, the United Nations Web site registered over ; qq; sub-option C-3, the current ad hoc activities

959,000 acesses. This translates to approximately 523 4ting to the maintenance and enhancement of the Web
accesses per minute, or over five million per week. On e \youid be established on a firm and realistic basis

average, some 94 per cent of aitesses are for the site in,yin g 4 solid foundation for the United Nations Internet
English; 2.65 per cent are for the French and 1.9 per CSﬁ/Eration as a whole for the biennium 2000-2001.
of the Spanish site. The Arabic, Chinese and Russian

language portions each register about half a percentage of |n addition, the Committee might also wish to take
the total number of@esses to the United Nations Welto account paragraph 47 of the report of the Secretary-
site. At first glance, this might mean that even thoud?heneral concerning the request of the Advisory Committee
production costs may be the same for each language, c88té\dministrative and Budgetary Questions relating to a
per access would be extremely high for the less used sif@cretariat-wide plan for the development of a United
On the other hand, once the language sites other tINgtions Web site, which would entail a feasibility study as
English are better developed, they webviously draw ©utlined in sub-options C-1 and C-2.

additional users, thereby significantly diminishing costs  According to the report before you, the basic staffing
per access. needs for the Department of Public Information, as outlined

The current upward trend for the use of the Internétannex il, would represent approximately one halfof the
is reflected in a new report by the Internationdfsource requirements. This core capacity would be utilized
Telecommunication Union, entitled “Challenges to th® build on the existing structures and gradually add new
network, Internet for development”. The report describaterial in all official languages to the Web site. The
the figures for Internet growth around the world d3epartment is working towards a digital multimedia
impressive. However, the price of Internet access and tR@hagement system, that will facilitate easier and faster
shortage of infrastructure, notably of telephone lines, &fgline searches and downloading of photographs, audio

the main reasons for relatively low numbers of Internftes and textual material. Such a system will optimize the
accesses in the developing world, according to tREerations of the radio and television studios, which will

International Telecommunication Union. be upgraded with digital facilities to meet the industry-

) ) wide conversion to the new technology.
Itis the goal of the Department to make available on

the United Nations Web site as much information on the ~ The estimated biennial cost, if sub-option C-3 were
United Nations as possible in all six languages, as the néB@sen, would be US$ 13,522,450, as detailed in annexes |,
grows. The report before you presents three proposaldlagnd 1l of the report of the Secretary-General.

sub-options under option C, outlined in the earlier repoftccordingly, as paragraph 41 of that report indicates,
Sub-option C-1 would allow for the translation anghould the Committee decide to choose sub-option C-3, an
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additionalallocation in that amount would be requiredo strike a balance between the need to maintain our

under section 23, Public Information, of the proposedpacity to produce competitive print, radio and television

programme budget for the biennium 2000-2001. products, while, at the same time, enhancing our presence
During the first part of the Committee’s session | n the Internet. In this regard, | would like to emphasize

May, many speakers commended the United Nations antthe Department is_giving_high priorityto ““”Z".‘g new
site, and a number of delegations made suggestioné_(?rma_t'on_ techn(_)logles to improve _the pmd“““.of‘ and
make it more user-friendly. The Department attaches grgé&s.emmatlon of information materials for traditional
importance to providing materials on the United Natior{ged'a'

Web site that live up to the highest standards of design, Many United Nations information centres, regional
information content, user-friendliness, timeliness armbmmissions, programmes, funds and specialized agencies
relevance. However, the current operation is stretchedatod other important partners already use the Internet to
the limit, working on an ad hoc basis to maintain thdistribute information more effectively and to wider
current site and to keep up with growing demands faudiences around the world. Through the use of the United
upgrades, innovations and development of multilingubllations Web site, there is also a vast potential for
pages. Our present approach is severely under-resourdeckloping effective local distribution and promotion of
and unsustainable in the longer term. United Nations radio, television and print materials.

Sofar. six Professional and five General Service st velopment of local printing and translation services for
members ’have been redeployed from within th nited Nations publications through the Internet, is a

Department with their posts to work exclusively on Wekp—oss'b'l'ty to be considered.

related activities. However, it has not been possible to As | mentioned earlier, the Department of Public
dedicate the required number of posts for the maintename®rmation has absorbed the initial development and
and development of sites in all official languages withoohgoing maintenance and enhancement costs for the
seriously compromising the Department’s ability to carfynited Nations Web site from within existing resources.
out its mandated activities. Developing and maintainirgny further expansion towards achieving linguistic balance
material on the United Nations Web site is a sharaauld require a significant level of additional investment
responsibility within the Department of Public Informationgver and above the resources required for the
with stafffrom all areas of the Department, including thoseaplementation of current mandates. Such a secure and
who are located away from Headquarters, contributinggostained budgetary foundation would enable the effective
this effort. Staff working in the thematic and publicationgverall planning for the United Nations Web site.

areas and specializing in coverage of the Organization’s The report before you today recommends a solid basis
activities make a significant contribution to the Web site;car a sound United Nations presence on the Internet with
content and timeliness. As part of the ongoing,, ., iate budgetaryallocations for the continuation and
reorientation of the work of the Department, newssites hayg, e |opment of the United Nations Web site operation. At
been added, including the United Nations News Cenig, hreshold of the twenty-first century, we must provide
Web site, the Civil Society Web site, the United Nationg iy ang realistic base for the future. We therefore
and Business Web site and, mostrecently, the new Web §iig,  mend that sub-option C-3 be pursued to establish the

for the MlllenmumAss_,emny. I_am a_lso plea_sed to NOtGeeqded structure for the Web site’s future expansion.
that currently 24 United Nations information centres

around the world have established their own Web pagesin In closing, | wish to convey to you my appreciation

official and local languages, bringing the concerns of tf@ the continued support of the Committee. | look forward
United Nations into the national context. to hearing the views of Member States during this session

and the result of your deliberations, which will provide us
th guidance in formulating and implementing our future
blic information activities.

While I have largely focused on the opportunities a
challenges presented by the Internet, | think itisimport
to emphasize the indispensability of traditional media In
the activities of the Department. Be it print, radio or
television, the Department’s traditional media products
continue to reach significant and growing audiences
around the globe in their own right. In the context of the
Internet, these traditional products form the essential basis
of the content of our Web site. We are therefore striving




