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The General Assembly, by resolution 1659 (XVI) of 26 November 
961, dectded to increase the membership of the Advisory CommIttee 
n Admtnlstratlve and Budgetary Questions from nine to twelve and, 
onsequently, amended rules 156 and 157 of its rules of procedure 
D read as foO:lows: 

‘Rule 156 

“The General Assembly shall appoint an Advisory Committee 
on Admlnistrattve and Budgetary Questions (hereinafter called 
the ‘Advisory Committee’), with a membershlp of twelve, includ- 
ing nt least three ftnanclal experts of recogntzedstandlng. 

‘Rula 157 

“The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom 
shall be nationals of the same State, shallbe seleoted on the basis 
of broad geographioal representation, personal qualtftoatlons and 
experience, and shall serve for three years correspcndlng to 
three financial years, as defined in the regulations for the finan- 
cial adminlstratlon of the United Nations. Members shall retire 
by rotation and shall be eltgtble for reappointment. The three 
fInancla1 experts shall not retire sImuRaneou.sly. The Qeneral 
Assembly shall appoint the members of the Advisory Committee 
at the regular session immediately preceding the expiration of 
the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancies, at 
:.ir- next sessl0n.a 
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Note: The previous versions of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly, embodying amendments and additions adopted by the Assembly 
up to and including the eleventh session, were issued under the symbols A/520 
and A/SZO/Rev.l to Rev.4 inclusive, and A/3660. The present version in- 
corporates the changes made at the twelfth session, contained in document 
A/3t%O/Corr.l. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The General Assembly, during its second regular session, adopted, by 
resolution 173 (II) of 17 November 1947, revised rules of procedure replac- 
ing the provisional rules adopted by the Genera1 Assembly at its first regular 
session on the basis of a text drawn up by the Preparatory Commission. 
These rules of procedure entered into force on 1 January 1948 (A/520). At 
the same session the General Assembly, by resolution 116 (II) of 21 Novem- 
ber 1947, adopted for inclusion in its rules of procedure, revised rules govern- 
ing the admission of new Members. 

At the third regular session of the General Assembly, the rules concerning 
the working languages of the Genera1 Assembly were amended by resolution 
262 (III) of 11 December 1948. 

At its fourth regular session, the General Assembly, acting upon the 
report of a Special Committee on Methods and Procedures,’ approved, by 
resolutions 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, various amendments and additions 
to its rules of procedure and decided that these amendments and additions 
should enter into force on 1 January 1950. By the same resolution several 
of the recommendations and suggestions of the Special Committee were 
adopted by tl,e General Assembly, and the Secretary-General was requested 
to prepare a document embodying these recommendations and suggestions 
in a convenient form for use by the General Committee a 
of Member States in the General Assembly. The text o r 

d the delegations 
these recommen- 

dations and suggestions of the Special Committee will be found in annex I 
to the present edition of the rules. 

At the fifth regular session, several amendments and additions to the 
rules of procedure were adopted by the General Assembly in the annex to 
resolution 377 .4 (V) entitled “Uniting for Peace”. By resolution 475 (V), 
a new rule 84A* was adopted concerning the majority required for decisions 
of the Genera1 Assembly on amendments to proposals relating to important 
questions and on parts of such proposals put to the vote separately. 

By resolutions 366 (IV) and 479 (V), rules were adopted by the 
General Assembly relating to the calling b 
under paragraph 4 of Article 62 of the c? 

the Economic and Social Council, 
harter, of international conferences 

of States and of non-governmental conferences, respectively. 
At the seventh regular session, the General Assembl 

report of a Special Committee,’ adopted resolution 684 (V f  
acting upon the 

I) of 6 November 
1952 b which it made certain recommendations on methods and prdcedurcs 
for d mg with legal and drafting questions. The resolution provided that ‘car 



the terms of these recommendkions “shah be embodied as an annex to the 

At its eighth session, the General Assembly examined the report of the 
Special Committee and, by resolution 791 (VIII) of 23 October 1953, 
amended rules 38 and 39, relating to the composition of the General Com- 
mittee, and rule 98,’ relating to priorities in the consideration of items in the 
Main Committees. 

At its ninth session, the General Assemlrlv, by resolution 544 (IX) of 
11 October 1954, adopted six special rules designed to govern its procedurr 
for the examination of reports and petitions relating to the Territory of South 
West Africa. The text of these special rules is reproduced in annex III to 
the present edition of the rules. 

At its eleventh session, the General Assembly, at the 577th plenary meet- 
ing on 15 November 1956, decided (1) to establish an eighth vice-presidency 
of the General Assembly: and (2) to change the name of the Ad Hoc Political 
Committee to “Special Political Committee” and to confer a permanent char- 
acter on that Committee. At the same session, by resolution 1104 (XI) of 
18 December 1956, the General Assembly approved consequential amendments 
to rules 31, 38, 39 and 101. 

At its twelfth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 1192 (XII) 
of 12 December 1957 decided to increase the number of Vice-Presidents of 
the Assembly from ight to thirteen, and approved consequential amend- 
ments to rules 31 and 38. In an annex to the resolution, the Assembly ap 
proved the pattern according to which the Vice-Presidents should be elected; 
the text of this decision is reproduced in a footnote to rule 31. 

4 Rule 100 of the prenent rules. 
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ILES OF PROCEDURE OF ‘;THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

I. SESSIONS 

REGULAR SESSIONS 

The General Assembly shall meet every year in regular session com- 
ricing on the third Tuesday in September. 

Iration of session 
Rule 2 

On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General Assembly 
all, at the beginning of each session, fix a closing date for the session. 

ace of me&g 
Rule 3 

Sessions shall be held at the Headquarters of the United Nations unless 
nvened elsewhere in pursuance of a decision of the General Assembl at a 
evious session or at the request of a majority of the Members of the 6 nited 
ations. 

Rule 4 

Any Member of the United Nations may, at least one hundred and 
renty days before the date fixed for the opening of a regular session, request 
at the session be held elsewhere than at the Headquarters of the United 
ations. The Secretary-General shall immediately communicate the requ,eat, 
lgether with his recommendations, to the other Members of the Umted 
‘ations. If  within thirty days of the date of this communication a majority 
the Members concur in the request, the session shall be held accordmgly. 

Rule 9 

The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United Nations, 
least sixty days in advance, of the opening of a regular session. 

djournment of sesJion 
Rule 6 

The General Assembly may decide at any session to adjourn temporarily 
Id resume itr meettngs at a later date. 

xlt bass4 directly on a prevision of the Charter (Article 20). 

1 
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SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Smmoning by the General Assed~ly 

Rule 7 I’ 

The General Assembly may fix a date for a special session. 

Sunnnoning on request from tIw Sccttrity Colctlril or Metnbers 

(a) Special sessions of the General Assembly shall be held within tiftcm 
days of the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for such a sessk 
from the Security Co:mcil, or of a request from a majority of the Memberi 
of the United Nations, or of the concurrence of a majority of Members a 
provided in rule 9. Provisiorlr 

(b) Emergency special %ssions 
tion 377 A (V) shall be convened wit m twenty-four hours of the receipt br * I? 

ursuant to General Assembly resolu. 

the Secretary-General of a request for such a session from the Securii 
The 1 

Secretary- 
Council, on the vote of any seven members thereof, or of a request from 1 at least si: 
majority of the Members of the United Nations expressed by vote in the 
Interim Committee or otherwise, or of the concurrence of a majority i 
Members as provided in rule 9. The 

Request by Members (0) 1 

Rule 9 (b) 

(0) Any Member of the United Nations may request the Secretaq 
General to summon a special session. The Secretary-General shall immediattlr 
inform the other Members of the United Nations of the request and inqui;c 
whether they concur in it. If within thirty days of the date of the communi. 
cation of the Secretary-General a majority of the Members concur in tht 
request, a special session of the General Assembly shall be summoned in 
accordance with rule 8. 

(b) This rule shall apply also to a request by any Member for an emer 
gency special session pursuant to resolution 377 A (V). In such a case tk 
Secretary-General shall communicate with the other Members by the mart 
expeditious means of communication available. 

(c) 

Noti~atiml of session 

Rule 10 

The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United Natim 
at least fourteen days in advance, of the opening of a special session summod 
ot the request of the Security Council, and, at least ten days in advance, in 
the case of a request by a majority of the Members or the concurrence of: 
majority in the request of any Memtir. In the case of an ennr 
session convened ursuant to rule 8 (b), the Secretary-Genera ‘f 

ency spedd 

R 
shall no@ 

the Members of t e United Nations at least twelve hours in advance nf br 
opening of the tieaahl. 

(4 

xc bared directly on e pd!Aon of the lhortcr (Article 20). 
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REGULAR ANLI SPECIAL slisslot~s 

Rule 11 

Copies of the notice summoning each s&on shall be addressed to all 
ather principal organs of the United Nations and to the spccialized agencies 
referred to in Article 57. paragraph 2, of the Chnrter. 

II. AGENDA 

Provisional agenda 

REGULAK SESSIONS 

Rule 14 

The provisional agenda for a regular session shall be drawn up by the 
Secretary-General and communicated to the Members of the United Nations 
at least sixty days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 13 

The provisional agenda of a regular session shall include: 
(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization; 
(b) Reports from the Security Council, 

the Economic and Social Council, 
the Trusteeship Council, 
the International Court of Justice, 
the subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, 
specialized agencies (where such reports are called for 

under agreements entered into) ; 
(c) All items the inclusion of which has been ordered by the General 

Assembly at a previous session ; 
(d) All items proposed by the other principal organs of the United 

Nations ; 
(e) All items proposed by any Member of the United Nations ; 
(f) All items pertaining to the budget for the next financial year and 

the report on the accounts for the last financial year; 
(g) All items which the Secretary-General deems it necessary to put 

before the General Assembly; and 
(h) All items proposed under Article 35, aragraph 2, of the Charter 

by States not Members of the Dited R ations. 

Ruls 14 

Any Member or prhxipal organ of the United Nations or the Secretary- 
Gwtal may,-at least thirty da before the &te fixed for the opening of I 
repular session, request the incusion of supplementary itema in the agenda. r 

3 



Thcsc itcms shall be placed on a supplcmcntary list, which shall bc commu 
nicatcd to the Members of the United Nations at least twenty days bcfon 
the date fixed for the opening of the session. 

Additioid items 
Rule 15 

Additional items of an imprtant and urgent character, proposed fol 
inclusion in the agenda less than thirty days before the opening of a rcgukl 
session or during a regular scssior+ may be placed on the agenda, if tb 
Gcncral Assembly so decides by a majority of the Members present and voting 
No additional item may bc considered until seven days have elapsed since il 
was placed on the agenda, unless the General Assembly, by a two-third! 
majority of the Members present and voting, decides &crwisc, and until i 
committee has reported upon the question concerned. 

ProvisiomJ agmldo 
SPECIALSESSIONS 

Rule 16 
The provisional agenda of a special session, summoned at the request d 

the Srcunty Council, shall be communicated to the Members of the Unit4 
Nations at least fourteen days before the opening of the session. The pro6 
sional agenda of a special session summoned at the request of a majority al 
the Members, or the concurrence of a majority in the request of any Member, 
shall bc communicated at least ten days before the opening of the session. 
The provisional agenda of an emergency special session shall be communicated 
to the Manbcrs of the United Nations simultaneously with the communi~ 
cation summoning the session. 

Rule 17 
The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist only of thorc 

items proposed for consideration in the request for the holding of the session. I 

Suppl0nlenta~y items 
Rule 18 

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the Secretary 
Gcncral may, at least four days before the date fixed for the opening of a 

“ii?= 
ial scsslon, request the inclusion of supplcmcntary items in the agendt 

uch itans shall bc placed on a supplementary list which shall be commui 
aatcd to the Manhcrs of the United Nations as soon as possible. 

A- itmu 
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REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Rule 20 

fill itctns propuscd for inclusion in the ;igenda shall Ix accumpanietl by 
;,,I cxp)anatory memorandum and, if possible, by basic documents or by a 
draft resolution. 

Rule 21 

At each session the provisional agenda and the supplementary list, 
together with the report of the General Committee thereon, shall be submitted 
to tbc General Assembly for approval as soon as possible after the opening 
of the session. 

Amendm-rrt atld dclction of itew 

Rule 22 

items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the General Assembly 
by a majority of the Members present and voting. 

IMofe on hclttsion of item 
Rule 23 

Debate on the inclusion of an item in the agenda, when that item has 
been recommended for inclusion by the ticneral Committee, shall be limited 
to three speakers in favour of and three aginst the inclusion. The President 
may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Modification of rke allocation of expenses 

Rule 24 
No proposal for a modification of the allocation of expenses for the time 

being in force shall he placed on 3e agenda unless it has been communicated 
to the Members of the United Nations at least ninety days before the date 
tixed for the opening of the session. 

Conipodion 
III. DELEGATIONS 

Rule 25” 

The delegation of a Member shall consist of not more than five repre- 
sentatives and five alternate representatives, and as many advisers, technical 
advisers, experts and persons of similar status as may be required by the 
delegation. 

Alternates 
Rulel 26 

An alternate representative may act as a representative upon designation 
by the Chairman of the delegation. 
& 

‘Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 9, paragrnpb ^). 



IV. CREDENTIALS 

Submission of wedcnfials 
are electcd.~ ’ 

Rule 27 
Chairmen of 1 

The credeutials of’ representatives, 
of ensuring th 

and the unules of members of I 
delegation shall be submitted to the Secretary-General if possible not less than 
one week before the date fixed for the openiug of the session. The credentials Acting Presid 

shall be issued either by the Head of the State or Government or by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Credentials Comtnittee 
Rule 28 

If the Pr 
part thereof, t 

A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginniug of each 
session. It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed by tht A Vice-I 

General Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Committee shall elect duties as the 

its own offictrs. It shall examine the credentials of representatives and report 
without delay. Replacemenr c 

Provisional admissioti to a session 

Rule 29 If the Prs 

Any representative to whose admission a Member has made objectiotl 
b+z elected for 

shall be seated provis;onally with the same rights z other representatives, 
until the Credentials Committee has reported and the General Assembly has Cenerol power 

given its decision. 

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 
In additic 

where by the! 
Temporary President each plenary 

Rule 30 meeting, ensu 

At the opening of each session of the General Assembly the Chairman of 
questions and 

that delegation from which the President of the previous session was elect4 
subject to the 

shall preside until the General Assembly has elected a President for the session. 
meeting and / 
the course of 

Elections limitation of t 

Rule 31 of times each 
of s . . . . - . akers ot 
or t R 

at which they 
e adjourn 

item under d 
The General Assembly shall elect a k’resident and thirteen Vice 1 

Presidents,’ who shall hold office until the dose of the session 

eneral Assembly 
I 

4 In the annex to resolution 1192 (XII) of 12 December 1957, the G 
decided es follows: ,liowing pattern: 
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I 
are elected.” The Vice-Presidents shall be elected, after the election of the 
Chairmen of the seven Main Committees referred to in rule 101, on the basis 
of ensuring the representative character of the Generzl Committee. 

nlbers of a 
ot less than 
/ credentials 

I 

.ilctitlg Presidmf 

: or by tht Rule 32 [107] 

If the President finds it necessary to be absent during a meeling or any 
part thereof, he shall appoint One of the Vice-Presidents to take his place. 
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Rule 33 [107] 

A Vice-President acting as President shall have the same powers and 
duties as the President. 

Replacement of the President 
Rule 34 [107] 

If the President is unable to oerform his functions, a new President shall 
IK elected for the unexpired term. 

General powers of the President 

Rule 35 [108] 

In addition to esercising the powers which are conferred upon him else- 
where by these rules, the President shall declare the opening and closing of 
each plenary meeting of the session, shall direct the discussions in plenary 
meeting, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put 
questions and announce decisions. He shall rule on points of order, and, 
subject to these rules, shall have complete control of the proceedings at any 
meeting and over the maintenance of order thereat. The President may, in 
the course of the discussion of an item, propose to the Gener.11 Assembly the 
!imitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the number 
of times each representative may speak on any question, the closure oi the list 
of s 

r or t 
akers or the closure of the debate. He may also propose the suspension 

e adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment of the debate on the 
item under discussion. 

ral Assembly 

wing pattern: 

I 

Rule 36 [NW] 

The President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the author- 
ity of the General Assembly. I 

C*ncil. I rke President shall not vatr I 
ce oyolmtlr 

.I 

__.. 

Rule 37 [106] 
or the Prai 
bmmOnW88M 
Emoral cp. 
rph16It L 

I The President, or Vice-President acting as President, shall not vote but 
shall appoint another member of his delegation to vote in his place. 

8 s We based directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 21, second sentence). I 



VI. GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Composition 
Rule 38 

The General Committee shall comprise the President of the General 
Assembly, who shal! preside, the thirteen Vice-Presidents and the Chairmen 
of the seven Main Committees. No two members of the General Conlmittee 
shall be members of the same delegation, and it shall be so constituted as to 
ensure its representative character. Chairmen of other committees upon which 
all Members have the right to be represented and which are established by 
the General Assembly to meet during the session, shall be entitled to attend 
meetings of the General Committee and may participate without vote in the 
discussions. 

Substi’ttttc rrmtbers 
Rule 39 

If a Vice-President of the General Assembly finds it necessary to he absent 
during a meeting of the General Committee he may designate a memher of his 
delegation as his substitute. The Chairman of a Main Committee shall, in case 
of absence, designate the Vice-Chairman of the Committee as his substitute. 
.4 Vice-Chairman shall not have the right to vote if he is of the same delegation 
as another member of the Committee. 

Rule 40 
The General Committee shall, at the beginning of each session, consider 

the provisional agenda, together with the supplementary list, and shall make 
recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to each item proposed, 
concerning its inclusion in the agenda, the rejection of the request for inclu- 
sion, or the inclusion of the item in the provisional agenda of a future session. 
It shall, in the same manner, examine requests for the inclusion of additional 
items in the agenda, and shall make recommendations thereon to the General 
Assembly. In considering matters relating to the agenda of the General 
Assemhly, the General Committee shall not discuss the substance of any item, 
except in so far as this bears upon the question whether the General Com- 
mittee should recommend the inclusion of the item in the agenda, the rejection 
of the request for inclusion, or the inclasion of the item in the provisional 
agenda of a future session, and what priority should be accorded to an item 
the inclusion of which has been recommended. 

Rule 41 
The General Committee shall make recommendations to the General 

Assembly concernIn the closing date of the session. It shall assist tht 
presjdent and the 8 eneral Assembly in drawing up the agenda for each 

in determining the priority of its items, and in the w 
of all committees of the General Assembly. 

It shall anoint the in the general conduct of the work of the Gcnml 
&@jjbIy which falls within the competence of the President. It shsll II& 
however, dedde any political quention. 
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Rule 42 
The General Committee shall meet periodically throughout each session 

to review the progress of the General Assembly and its committees and to 
nlake recommendations for furthering such progress. It shall also meet at 
such other times as the President deems necessary or upon the request of any 
other of its members. 

Pnrticijmtion by rcpreserltnfioes of Members rcqtdesting the inclusion of i/ems 
in the agenda 

Rule 43 
A alember of the General Assembly which has no representative on the 

General Committee, and which has requested the inclusion of an item in 
the agenda, shall be entitled to attend any meeting of the General Committee 
at which its request is discussed. and may participate, without vote, in the 
discussion of that item. 

I ~orrnn/ rwisior~ of rrsoltrtions of the General Assembly 

Rule 44 Rule 44 
The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by the The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by the 

General Assembly, chnngin, General Assembly, chnngin, m their form but not their substance. Any such m their form but not their substance. Any such 
changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its consideration. changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its consideration. 

I VII. SECRETARIAT 

Duties of tlte Secretary-General 

Rule 4.5 
The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the 

General Assembly,s its committees and sub-committees. He may designate a 
Rxmber of the staff to act in his place at these meetings. 

I Rule % 
The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required by 

the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs which it 
may establish. 

Duties of ths Secretarbf 
Rule 41 

The Secretariat shall receive, translate, riut and distribute documents, 
reports and resolutions of the General Aesern 1 ly, its committees and organs; 
interpret speeches made at the meetings; pr 

‘8” 
re, print and circukc the 

summary records of the session ; have the custo y and proper 
the document8 in the archives of the General Assembly; 
of the meetings; distribute all documents of the Gcner 
hhra af the U&cd ~Nationa, and, genetally, perform all other work 
which the Cknml Assembly mny require. 
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. I~~ral report of the Sccretnry-General 

Rule 48 
The Secretary.General shall make an annual report, and such supple- 

mentary reports as xe required, to the General Assembly on the work of the 
0rganization.s He shall communicate the annual report to the Members o! 
the United Nations at least forty-five days before the opening of the sessioa. 

Notifimtiotl rrnder Article 12 of the Charter 

Rule 49’ 
The Secretary-General, with the consent of the Security Council, 

shall notify the General Asaembly at each session of any matters relatibc 
to the maintenance of international peace and security which are being 
dealt with by the Security Council, and shall similarly notify the General 
Assembly, or the Members of the United Nations if the General Assembly 
is not in session, immediately the Security Council ceases to deal witn 
such matters. 

Regulations co-ncerning the Secretariat 

Rule 508 
The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning tht- stati of 

the Secretariat. 

VIII. LANGUAGES 
I 

Ojicial and working languages 
Rule 51 

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official 
languages of the General Assembly, its committees and sub-committees. 
English, French and Spanish shall be the working languages. 

Interpretation front a working Language 

Rule 52 
Speeches’made in any of the working languages shall he interpreted into 

the other two working languages. 

Interpretation from oficial [angicages 

Rule 53 
Speeches made in either of the other two official languages shall 1~ 

interpreted into the three working languages. 

Interpretation from other Janguoges 

Rule S4 
Any representative may make a speech in a language other than the 

ofiicial languages. In this case, he shall himself provide for interpretation into 

s Rule bnsed directly on i rovisbn of the Charter (Article 98). 
rovi&m of the Chrrter (Article 12, paragraph 2). 

P on of the Charter (Article 101, paragraph 1). 
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I Olle of the workiug languages. Interpretation into the other working languages 
by the interpreters of the Secretariat may he hased on the interpretation given 
itI the first working language. 

I Vcrl,atinl recurtls shall be drawn up in the working languages. i\ traI13- 
lntion of the whole or part of any verbatim record into either of the other :W 
&icinl languages shall he furnished if requested by any delegation. 

l~myrogc of sarrrr~~nrg words 
Rule 56 

Sumnlary rerotxla shall be drawn up us soun as l)ossil)lc ill the ofticinl 
Inllgunges. 

hguagr of Journal 
Rule 57 

‘The Journal of the (Yrnernl Assrml~ly sl,all IIC issuc4 in the working 
Iallgunges. 

All resolutions and other important documcllts shall lx nlatlc nvnil;~l)lc 
ill the official languages, Upon the request of any rel)rrScntative, any other 
document shall be made available in any or all of the official languages. 

Publiratiom in Ia~iguagcs other than the o&in1 Inngttagrs 

Rule 59 

Documents of the General Assembly, its committees and sub-committees, 
shall, if the General Assembly so decides, he publishctl in any languages other 
than the official languages. 

I’rrbatitrr records 
IX. RECORDS 

Rule 60 

Verbatim records of all plenary meetings &II be drawn up hy the 
kretnrint and submitted to the General Asaembl after approval by the 
President. Verbatim records shall also be made o r the proceedings of the 
ifain Committees established by the General Assembly. Other committees 
or sub-committees may decide upon the form of their records. 

Reroluths 
R&J 61 

Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly shall be communicated 
to the Members of the Unrted Nations within fifteen 



X. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS: PLENARY MEETISC;S; 
MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 

Rule 62 I 
The meetings of the General Assembly nntl its I\lain Committees shall 

IBe held in public unless the body concernctl dccitlcs that exceptional circltm 
stances require that the meeting be held in private. hlcetings of other corn. 
mittees and sub-committees shall also be held in public unless the body 
concerned decides otherwise. 

Private meetings 
Rule 63 I 

Al: decisions of the General Assembly taken at a private meeting shall 
be announced at an early public meeting of the General Assembly. At tlx 
close of each private meeting of the Main Committees, other committecj 
and sub-committees, the Chairman may issue a communiqu6 through the 
Secretary-General. 
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XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR i\IISDITATION 
I 

Speeches 

% Invitation ta silent prayer or mcdilation I No rep 

I 
Rule 64 

Immediately after the opening of the first plenary nlceting and ~IIIIW 
diately preceding the closing of the final plenary meeting of each session oi 
the General Assembly, the President shall invite the representatives to observe 
one minute of silence dedicatctl to prayer or mrtlitation. 

XII. PLENARY MEETINGS 

CONDUCT OF nusl NI:SS 

Emergency special sessions 
Rule 65 

Notwithstanding the provisions of an 
r 

other rule and unless the General 
Assembly decides otherwise, the Assemb y, in case of an emergency special 
session, shall convene in plenary session only and proceed directly to consida 
the item proposed for consideration in the request for the holding of the 
session, wlthout 
committee; the $ 

revious reference to the General Committee or to any otha 
resident and Vice-Presidents for such emergency specisl 

sessions shall be, respectively, the Chairmen of those delegations from which 
were elected the President and Vice-Presidents of the previous session. 
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Reference to comrrritlees 
Rule 67 

The General Asscnlhly shall not, unless it decides otherwise, make a 
final decision upou any item on the agenda until it has received the report 
of a committee on that item. 

Discussion of a report of a hlain Committee in a plenary meetin: of the 
General Assembly shall tnkc place if at icast one-third of the Members 
present and voting at the plrnnr 1 
necessary. ~\ny proposal to this c I+ 

meeting consider such a discussion to be 
ect shrill not bc tlcb:ltcd, but shall be imme- 

diately put to the vote. 

Rule 69 [ 1101 
A majority of tbc Members of the General Assembly shall constitute a 

quorum. 

Speeches 
Rule 70 [ill] 

No representative may address the General Assembly without having 
previously obtained the permission of the President. The President shall call 
upon spcnkcrs in the order in which they signify their desire to speak. The 
President may call :I rpcaltcr to ortlcr if his remarks are not relevant to the 
subject under discussion. 

I Prccedewrc 
Rule 71 [112] 

The Chairman and the Rapportcur of a committee may be accorded 
precedence for the pnrposr of csplainin, ‘1 the conclusions arrived at by their 
committee. 

Sfalcrrrcrrts by rhc SccrtVariflt 
Ralc 72 [113] 

The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated by 
him as his representative, may, at any time, make either oral or written state- 
ments to the General Assembly concerning any question under consideration 
by it. 

Points of order 
Rule 73 [114] 

During the discussion of any mntter, a representative ma rise to a 

F 
int of order, and the p&t of order aball be lmmediatcly dec ded by the -f 

resident in acrordancc with the ruler of procedure. A rapreaentativc may 
appeal against the ruling of the President. The appeal rhpll be immediate&’ 
put to the vote and the President’s ruling ahall stand unless overruled by a 
majorit 

l 
of the Members 

-peinto ordermaytmtEpea f: 
resent and voting. A rcpreaentative rising to a 
~t~~of~~~~~. 
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Time lintif on speeches 
Rule 74 [115] 

The General Assembly may limit the time to be allowed to each speaker 
and the number of times each representative may speak on any question, 
When debate is limited and a representative has spoken his allotted time, the 
President shall call him to order without delay. 

Closing of Id of speakers 
Rule 75 [116] 

During the course of a debate the President may announce the list of 
speakers and, with the consent of the General Assembly, declare the list 
closed. He may, however, accord the right of reply to any Member if a speech 
delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this desirable. 

,ldjomvn~ent of debate 
Rule 76 [117] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative ma move the 
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In ad k Ition to the 
prcpser of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour of, and two 
against, the motion, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the 
vote. The President may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this 
rule. 

Closrtrc of debate 
Rule 77 [118] 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the 
item under discussion, whether or not any other representative has signitietl 

~ 
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall 

1 
be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the motion 
shall be immediately put to the vote. If the General Assembly is in favour of 

~ 
the closure! the President shall declare the closure of the debate. The Presi- 
dent may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Stcspcnsion or tidjommenf of the rlleeling. 

Rule 78 (1191 
During the discussion of auy matter, a representative may move the 

suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall not be 
debated, but shall be immediately Put to the vote. The President may limit 
the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or adjournment 
of the meeting. 

Order of firorcdtrrnl moGons 
Rule 79 [X20] 

Subject to rule 73, the following motions shall have precedence in the 
following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting: 

(a) To suspend the meeting; 
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(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion ; 

(cl) For the closure of the debate on the item under disrlission. 

l’roposals aiicl amrndmcnts shall normally be introduced in writing nntl 
ha~lccl to the Secretary-Ccoeral, who shall circulate copies to the delegations. 
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at an! 
meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of it have been circulatccl to 
all clelcgations not later thnn the day preceding the meeting. The President 
III:LY. however, pcrmit the tliscussiou and consideration of a~~~rncln~c~~ts, or of 
&ions as to procedure, even though these amendments and motions ha\C 
uot been circulated or have only been circulated the same clay. 

Rule 81 [122] 
Subject to rule 79, any motion calling for a decision 011 the competcncc 

of the General Assemhlv to adopt a proposal scd)mittetl to it shall be put to 
the vote before a vote ia takeu 011 the proposal in question. 

Il’itlrn’rorial of l,lotio~u 
Rule 82 [123] 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before vot;ng oli 
it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amenclecl. :\ motioll 
which t,as thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by any Nember. 

has I signified 
: deba., a1, ‘*a +ill Rcco&frmtion of proposals 
& rl.0 . ..^I. 8. L.ll_ .ll.llion I Rule 83 [124] 

\Vhen a proposal has heen adopted or rcjectecl it may not be reconsidered 
at the same session unless the General z4ssemhly, by a two-thirds majority of 
the Members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motion 
to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, 
after which it shall be immediately put to the vote. 
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Rule 84* [125] 
Isact .I Member of the General Assembly shell have one vote. 

I Two-thirds majority 
Rule 8S0 

Do&iona of th Qenrral keembly on important queetione ehsll 
k made by a two-tit&r& m orlty of the Member8 present and voting. 
Thaw quortionr e&R in4 & : recommendedone with rerpect to the 
maintenance of international pace end mcurit the election of the 
non-permanent members of the 8ecurity Count 1, the election of the Y 

s Rules a), &j 4 87 ;aproduce the threm paragraphs of Article 18 of the Charter, 



members of the Economic and So&l Council, the election of members 
of the Trusteeship Council in accordance with paragraph 1 c of Article 80 
of the Charter, the admission of new Members to the United Nations, 
the suspension of the rights and priviieges of membership, the expulsion 
of Members, questions relating to the operation of the Trusteeship 
System, and budgetary questions. 

Rule 86 

Decisions of the General Assembly on amendments to proposals relating 
to important questions, and on parts of such proposals put to the vote sep- 
arately, shall be made by a two-thirds majority of the nlembers present and 
voting. 

Simple majority 
Rule 87@ 11261 

Decisiona of the General Assembly on questions other than those 
provided for in rule 85, including the determination of additional cate- 
gories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be 
made by a majority of the Members present and voting. 

Meaning of tke expression “Members present and voting” 

Rule 88 [127j 
For the purpose of these rules, the phrase “Members present and voting” 

means Members casting an aSmative or negative vote. Members which ab- 
stain from voting are considered as riot voting. 

Method of voting 
Rule 89 [128] 

The General Assembly shall normally vote by show of hands or by stnnd- 
ing, but any representative may request a r3iLcall. The roll-call shall be taken 
in. the English alphabetical order of the names of the Members, beginning 
wrth the Member whose name is drawn by lot bv the President. The name of 
each Member shal! be called in any roll-call and one of its l eoresentatives shall 
reply “Yes”, “No” or “Abstention”. The result of the voting shall be inserted 
in the record in the English alphabetical order of the names of the Members. 

canduct during voting 
Rule 90 [129] 

After the President has announced the beginning of voting, no represents- 
tive shall interru 
actd conduct cl 

t the voting except on a point of order in connexion with the 
the voting. The President may permit Members to explain 

their votes, either before OS after the voting, except when the vote is taken by 
secret bailot. The President may limit the time to be allowed for such explana- 
tions. The Prerident shall not permit the proposer of a proposal or of an 
~t63XplWh8 KW’6ii hB.OWii ~Oposal ot amendtifrit. -- 
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Rulo 91 [130] 

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an amendment 
lall bc voted on separately. II objection is made to the request for division, 
le motion for division shall be voted upon. Permission to speak on the 
lotion for division shall bc given only to IWO speakers in favour,and two 
peakers against. If the motion for division is carried, those parts OI the pro- 
osal or of the amendment which are subsequently approved shall he put to the 
ate as a whole. If all operative parts of the proposal or ol the amendment 
ave been rejected, the proposal or the amendment shall he considered to have 
een rejected as a whole. 

‘oting OH arrlctrdrtrcnts 
Rule 92 [131] 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be 
,oted 011 first. When two or more amendments are moved ts a proposal, the 
;eneral LZssembly shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in 
ubstancc from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest 
,emovetl therefrom, antI so on, until all the amendments have been put to ;he 
:ote. Where, however, the adoption of OIIC amendment necessarily implies the 
,ejection of another amrndmeut, the latter amendment shall not 1~ put to the 
/ate. If one or more an;:udments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then 
K voted upon, A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it 
nerely adds to, deletes from or revises part of that proposal. 

f’othg 014 proposflls 
Rule 93 [132] 

If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the General Assem- 
bly shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in 
which they have been submitted. The General Assembly may, after each vote 
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

EIections 
Rule 94 [105] 

All elections shall be held by secret ballot. There shalt be no nominations. 

Rule 95 [138] 

When onl 
obtains in the tT 

one person or Member is to be elected and no candidate 
rst ballot the majority re uired, a second ballot shall be taken 

which shall be restricted to the two can %* Idates obtaining the largest number 
?f votes. If in the second ballot the votes are equally divided, and a majority 
IS required, the President shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots. 
[f a two-thirds majority is required, the balloting shall be contmued until one 
-didate secures two-thirds of the votes cast; provided that, after the third 
inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible person or Member. If  
three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots ahall 
be restricted to the two candidatea who obtained the greateat numlwr of votes 
KiiiLthX of ihe titi~estrift&l halots, and th:* efdio+ii~~tTme EdIuts tIiur& 



after shall be unrestricted, and so on until a person or Member is elected 
These provisions shell not prejudice the application of rules 144, 14.5, 141 
and 149. 

Rule 96 
When two or more elect& places arc to bc lilled at one time uuder the 

same conditions, tbosc cnuditlntes obtairring in tllc lirst ballot tbc nlnjorill 
required shall be elected. If  the nund~er of cnndidntrs obtaining such majorili 
is less than the number of persons or Llc~+cr~ to bc elected, there shall k 
additional ballots to fill the remaining places, tbc voting being restricted to tk 
candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes in the previous ballot, toa 
number not more than twice the plnccs remaining to be tilled; provided thu. 
after the third inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible person or 
Member. If  three such unrestricted ballots arc inconclusrvc, the next tbre 
ballots shall be restrictecl to the candidates who obtained the grrntcst number 
of votes in the third of rhe mlrestrictcd ballets, to a number not more than 
twice the places remaining to be filled, and the following three ballots there 
after shall be unrestrictecl, and so on until all the places have been filled. Thes 
provisions shall not prejudice the application of rules 144, 145, 147 and 149, 

Equally divided votes 
Rule 97 [134] 

If  a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, a second vote 
shall be taken at a subsequent meeting which shall be held within forty-eight 
hours of the first vote, and it shall be expressly mentioned in the agenda that 
a second vote will be taken on the matter in question. If  this vote also results 
in equality, ihe proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 

XIII. COMMITTEES I 

CREATION, OFFICERS, ETC. 
ctvation 

Rule 98 
The General Assembly may set up such committees as it deems necessary 

for the performance of its functions. 

Categories of subjects 
Rule 99 

Items relating to the same categor 
committee or committees dealing with t K 

of subjects shall be referred to dK 
at category of subjects, Committar 
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Rule 101 

The Main Committees of the General Assembly are : 
(a) Political and Security Conmlittcc (including the regulation of arma- 

ments) (First Committee) ; 
(6) Special Political Conln~ittce ; 
(c) Economic and Financial Committee (Second C’ommittee) ; 
(d) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Conmlittec (Third Committee) ; 
(e) Trusteeship Committee (including Non-Self-Govcrnillg Territories) 

(Fourth Committee) ; 
(f) Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Comniittee) ; 
(g) Legal Committee (Sixth Committee). 

Rule 102 
Each Member may be represented by one person on each Maih Com- 

mittee and on any other committee that may,be constituted upon which all 
Members have the right to be represented, It may also assign to these com- 
mittees advisers, technical advisers, experts or persons of similar status. 

Rule 103 

Upon designation by the Chairman of the delegation, advisers, technical 
advisers, experts or persons of similar status may act as members of com- 
mittees. Persons of this status shall not, however, unless designated as alter- 
nate representatives, be eligible for appointment as Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen 
or Rapporteurs of committees or for seats in the General Assembly. 

Sub-comtittees 
Rule 104 

Each committee may set up sub-committees, which shall elect their own 
officero. 

Rule 105 1941 

Each committee shall elect its own Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Ra 

T 
rteur. These officers shall be elected on the basis of equitable gee- 

gra id distribution, ex erience and personal competence. These elections 
sbaf; be held by secret dot. 

Tkr C/&wan of a Main Cmmittrr Aall rot vote 

Rub 106 [37] 
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If the Chairman linti. it necessary to be ahsent tluring a meeting or an) 
part thereof, the Vice-Chairlnnn shall take his place. A \‘ice-Chairman acting 
as Chairman shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairman. If any 
officer of the committee is unable to per’orm his functions, a new officer shall 
bc rlectetl for the uurspirrtl term. 

t;JoJchons of he C‘/JiJi~?JWJ 

Rule 108 [35] 
The L’hairn~an shall declare the 0pAug and closing of each meeting of 

the committee, shall direct its discussions, ensure obscrvancc of these rules, 
accord the right to speak, put qucslions and am~ounce decisions. He shall rule 
ou points of order and, subject to these rules, shall have complete control of 
the proceedings of the committee and over the maintemmce of order at its 
meetings. The Chairman may, in the course of the discussion of an item, 
propose to the committee the limitation of the tin,x to be allowed to spcal.crs, 
the limitation of the number oi times each reprcsrntativc III:LY speak on any 
question, the closure of the list of spcaltcrs or the closure of ‘the debate. He 
may also propose the suspension or the adjournnl~;ut of the meeting or the 
adjournment of the tlebatc CII the item undrr discussion. 

I 

Rule 109 [36] 
The Chairman, in the exercise of his iunctious, remains under the 

authority of the committee. 

L)JlorutJJ 

CONDUCT OF HUSINISS 

Rule 110 [69] 
One third of the members of a committee shall constitute a quorum. The 

presence of a majority of the members of the committee is, however, required 
for a question to be put to the vote. 

I 

Speeches 
Rule 111 [70] 

No representative may address the committee without having previously 
obtained the per$bsion of the Chairman. The Chairman shall call upon 
speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak. The Chais- 
man may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the subject 
under dlscussion. 

Precedence 
R&i 112 [71] 
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The Secretary-Ccncral, or a member oi the Scrrctariat tlcsignated by hinl 
as his representative, may, at any tinlc, make oral or writtell statclll~ntx to nl!! 
~mmittce or sub-commitIre cnn*rning any question under consideration by It, 

I Poi& of order 
Rule 114 [73] 

During the discussion yf any matter, :I representative may ribs to a point 
0f order, and the point of ortlcr shall hc inunctlintcly decitlctl l!y the Chairnlan 
in accordance with the rules of procedure. A rcprcscntatlvc nla 

againgt the ruling of the Chairman. 

fI appal 
The af?pcal shall be innncdiatc y put to 

the vote and the Chairman’s ruling shall stand unless overrulcd by a nlnjorit! 
of the members present and voting. A rcprcscntativc rising tu :I point of ordct 
alay not speak on the suhstnncc of the m;httrr untlrr discussion. 

I 7‘ime lintit on specclres 
Rule 115 [74] 

The committee may limit the tinlc to Ix alk~~!d to each spcakrr and the 
number of times each representative may speak on any question. \Vhcn the 
debate is limited and a representative has spoken his allotted time, the Chair- 
man shall call him to order without delay. 

Ctosing of lid of spcnkers 
Rule 116 [75] 

During the course of a debate the Chairman may announce the list of 
speakers and, with the consent of the committee, declare tllc list closed. He 
may, however, accord the right of reply to any mcmhcr if a speech delivered 
after he has declared the list closed makes this desirable. 

I 

Adjoummcnt of dc6otc 
Rule 117 [76] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the 
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition to the 
proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour of, and two 
agamst, the motion, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the 
vote. The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this 
rule. 

! Cbslwe of debate 
Rule 118 [77] 

A representative ma 
~ item under discussion, i 

at any time move the closure of the debate on the 
w ether or not any other representative has signified 

his wi:h to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall be 
&corded only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the motion 
shall be immediately put to the vote. If the committee is in favour of the 

-~~ 6bati.a the clneurs.nf tbeitcbate~.The ciIlIrdma11 
mop limit the time to be aIlowed to speakers under thio rule. 
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Suspension or adjonrnntcnl of Ihc ?tteeling 

Rule 119 [78] 
During t-he discussion of any matter. a represetttntirc tttay ~~tove th( 

buspettsion or the adjournmcttt of the meeting. Such motions shall ttot b 
debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. The Chairman may link 
the time to be allowed to the sp&ker moving the suspension or adjourtnnetl! 
of the meeting. 

Order of procedural motions 

Rule 120 [79] 

Subject to rule 114, the following molicns shall have precedence in rhc 
following order over all other proposals or motions before thr meeting : 

(a) To suspend the meetirtg ; 

(b) To adjourn the meeting ; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item ttnder discussion; 

(d) For the closure of the debate on the item under tlkcussiott. 

Proposals aud omendwetlts 
Rule 121 [80] 

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writing and 
handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations. 
As a general rule, no proposal sltall be discussed or put to the vote at any 
tneeting of the cotnmittee unless copies of it have been circulated to all dele. 
gations not later than the day preceding the meeting. The Chairman tttay, 
however, permit the discussion and consideration of amendments, or of 
motions as to procedure, even though these amendments and motions hare 
not been circulated or have only been circulated the same day. 

Decisions on competence 
Rule 122 [81] 

Subject to rule 120, any motion calling for a decision on the competence 
of the General Assembly or the committee to adopt a proposal subtnitted to il 
shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in questiott. 

Withdraw4 of motions 
Rule 123 [82] 

I 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting 
on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A 
motion which has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by any me&r. 

Racousidorafion of proposals 
Rule 324 [88] 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it ma 
sidered at the same session unless the committee, by a two-t x* 
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Rule 125 [a] 
Each member of the conlmittee shall have one vote. 

dlajoritg required 
Rule 126 [87] 

Decisions in the committees of the General Assembly shall bc madc by 
1 majority of the members present and voting. 

For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members present and voting” 
Inlcans memhers casting an affirmative or negative vote. Members who abstain 
irom voting are considered as not voting. 

Jlethod of votirlg 
Rule 128 [89] 

l‘hc committee shall no,~mally vote by she\\ i hands or hy standing, but 
any representative may request a roll-call, The roll-call shall be taken in the 
English alphabetical order of the names of the members, beginning with the 
Inember whose name is drawn by lot by the Chairman. The name of each 
member shall be called in any roll-call and he shall reply “Yes”, “No” or 
“Abstenti>m”. The (result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the 
English alphabetical order of the names of the members. 

Conduct dwirtg votitlg 
Rule 129 [90] 

After the Chairman has announced the beginning of voting, no repre- 
sentative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in connexion 
with the actual conduct of the voting, The Chairman may permit members to 
explain their votes, either hefore or after the voting, except when the vote is 
taken by secret ballot. The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed for 
such explanations. The Chairman shall not permit the proposer of a proposal 
or of an amendment to explain his vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Division of proposals and amendments 
Rule 130 [91] 

A representative mny move that parts of a proposal or of an amendment 
shall he voted on separate1 , I f  objection is made to the request for division, 
the motion for division stall be voted upon. Permission to speak on the r 
motion for division shall be given only to two speakers in favour and two 
speakers againat. I f  the motion for &vision is carried, those parts of the 
P 
? 

sal or of the amendment which are subsequently approved shall be put 
to e vote as a whole. If  all operative parts of the proposal or of the amend- 
meat have been rejected, the propot or the amendment ahall be conaidered 
MtKvewK-Peje u I wble: 
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Yoting an amendments 
Rule 131 [92] 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall b 
voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, th 
committee shall first vote on the amendmc~nt furthest removed in substam 
from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest remova 
therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the votf 
Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the rejec 
tion of another amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to the VOIC 
If one or more ammdments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then b 
voted upon. A mction is considered an amcndmrnt to a proposal if it mrrcl! 
adds to, deletes from or rcviscs part of that proposal, 

T’otiny on proposals 
Rule 132 [93] 

If two or more proposals rclatc. to the same question, a committee shalt 
unless it decides otherwise, vote on the prc~posnls in the order in which the 
have been submitted. A committee may, aitcr cnch vote on a proposal, decid; 
whether to vote on the next proposal. 

Elections 
Rule 133 [95] 

When od one 
obtains in the K P 

erson or member is to be elected and 110 candidall 
rst bal ot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taltett 

which shall be restricted to the two cantlidatcs obtaining the largest nutnb~ 
of votes. If in the second ballot the votes are equally divided, and a majorit! 
is required, the Chairman shall decide bctnren the candidates by drawing lots 

I Equally divided votes 
Rule 134, 1971 

If a vote is equally divided on matters other than clrctinns, the propou 
shall he regarded as rejected. 

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Applications 
Rule 135 

Any State which desires to become a hiember of the United Nations sM 
submit an application to the Secretary-General. This application shall contain 
a declaration, made in a formal instrwnent, that it accepts the obligati 

I 
contained in the Charter. 

I Notijkahh of applicatk:s 
Rule 136 
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If the Security Council recommends the applicant State for memhcrship 
the General Assembly shall consider whcthcr the applicant is a peace-loving 
State and is able and willing to carry out thr obligations contained in the 
Zhnrter, and shall decide, by a two-thirds majority of the Members prcstwt 
and voting, upon its applicntion for metnhership. 

Rule 138 
If the Security Council does not recomnwnd the applicant State for 

membership or postpones the consideration of the application, the General 
Assembly may, after lull consideration of the spccinl report of the Sccurit) 
Council, send back the npplication to the Security Council, together with a 
full record of the discussion in thr General Assetnbly, for durther consideration 
and recommendation or report. 

The Secretary-General shall inform the applicant State of the decision 
of the Gcncrnl Assembly. If the application is approved, membership will 
l~ecomc effective on the date on which the General ~\ssru~bly takes its deci&w 
on the npplication. 

XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS 

Terms af ojice 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Rule 140 
Except as provided in rule 148, the term of office of members of Councils 

shall begin on 1 January follo:ving their election by the General Assembly, 
and shall end on 31 December following the election of their successors, 

&-elections 
Rule 141 

Should a member cease to belong to a Council before its term of office 
expires, a by-election shall be held separately at the next session of the General 
Assembly to elect a member for the unexpired term. 

APPOINTMENT OF THE SECRETARY-GENBH.\L 

the the 
1N 1N 

Rule 142 Rule 142 
Security Council haa submitted its recommendation on the Security Council haa submitted its recommendation on the 
dte ~~ry~encral. themJkcegI Asse$iy &all canner dte Sorry-@meed. the..&egI Asse$iy &all canner 

ation and vote upon it by secret &Ifo~grrvrte mean& ation and vote upon it by secret &Ifo~grrvrte mean& 



THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

Rule 143’” 
‘he Geiwrat ,~ssen~biy shall each year, in the come of its regular session, 

&ct three non-pernwent memhrrs of the Srcnrity Council ior a term oi 
two years. 

In the election of non-permanent members of the Security Council, in 
accordance \vith Article 23, paragraph 1, of the Charter, due regard shall Iw 
specially paid, in the tirst instance, to the contribution of hletobcrs of the 
United Sations to the maintenance of international peace and security and 
to the other purposes of the Organizntion, :mtl also to equitable geographical 
distribution. 

Rc-eli&Uy 
Rule 145’” 

A retiring member of the Security Council shall not be eligible for 
immediate re-election. 

TIIli ~CONOBIIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
.49wial electiotu 

Rule 1461y 
The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular session, 

elect six members of the Economic and Social Council for a term of three 
years. 

l\‘e-eligibility 
Rule 147” 

A retiring member of the Economic and Social Council shall be 
eligible for ivedirte re-election. 

I 

THE THWTEESHIP COUNCIL 

Occasions for elections 
Rule 148 

When a Trusteeship Agreement has been approved and a Member of 
the United Nations has become an Administering Authority of a Trust Terri- 
tory in accordance with Article 83 or 85 of the Charter, the General Assembly 
shall proceed to such election or elections to the Truateeship Council as may 
be necessary, in accordance with Article 86. A Member or Members elected 
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at any such election at a regular session shall take office immediately upon 
their election and shall complete their terms in accordance with the provisions 
of rule 140, as if they had begun their terms of office on 1 January following 
their election. 

l’em of ofice and re-cltijbility 

I 
Rule 149’” 

A non-administering member of the Trusteeship Council shall he elected 
for a term of three years and shall be eligible for immediate reelection. 

f’aca)lcies 
Rule 150 

At each session the General Assembly shall, in accordance with Article 86 
of the Charter, elect members to lill any vacancies. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

Method of election 
Rule 151 

The election of the members of the International Court of Justice shall 
take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 

Rule 152 Rule 152 
Any meeting of the General Assembly held in pursunncc of the Statute Any meeting of the General Assembly held in pursunncc of the Statute 

of the International Court of Justice for the purpose of the election of members of the International Court of Justice for the purpose of the election of members 
of the Court shall continue until as many cantlidntes as are required for all of the Court shall continue until as many cantlidntes as are required for all 
the seats to be filled have obtained in one or mnre ballots an ahsolute majority the seats to be filled have obtained in one or mnre ballots an ahsolute majority 
of votes. of votes. 

XVI. ADMINISTRAT;VE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 

Regwhtiom for finnttcio! udminisfratiott 

Rule 153 
The General Assembly shall establish regulations Ior the tinancial admin- 

istration of the United Nations. 

Rule 154 
No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a com- 

&es for approval by the General Assembly unless it is accompamed by an 
&u@e of ox 
rnpaet et w br 

dfturen prepared by the Secretary-General. No resolution in 
ch expenditures are antic 

bo voted by the General Assembly unt P 
ted by the %cretary-&wral shatl 
the Adminia~mtive and Budgetary 

%rttttitta has hnd an opprtunity of stating the effect of the proposal upon 
ti~.budget Mtimates of the United Nations. 



hformation on Ike cost of resolrtlions 

Rule 155 
The Secretary-General shall keep all committees informed of the detailed 

estimated cost of all resolutions which have been recommended by the com- 
mittees for approval by the Ge*:eral Assembly. 

Advisory Comutiltee ON Adminishativs a,id Bmfphry Queshom 

Rule 156 
The General Asscmbl shal! appoint an Advisory Committee on Admin- 

istrative and Dudgetary K ’ ,,uestions (hertinnftcr called the “A.dvisory Com- 
mittee”), with a membership of nine, including at least two tinancial experts 
of recognised standing. 

Compodio,: of the Advisory Commiftee 

Rule 157 
The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom shall be 

nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of broad geographical 
representation, personal qualifications and experience. anI shall serve for 
three years corresponding to three iinancial years, as dcfinetl in the regulations 
for the financial administration of the United Nations. Members shall retire 
by rotation and shall be rligible for reappointment. The two financial experts 
shall not retire simultaneously. The General Assembly shall appoint the mem- 
bers of the Advisory Committee at the regular session immediately preceding 
the expirati j 1-f the term of o&e of the members, or, in case of vacancies, 
at the next cssion. 

Functions of the Advisory Contrrtittee 

Rule 158 
The Advisory Committee shall be responsible for expert examination of 

the budget of the United Nations, and shall assist the Administrative and 
Budgetary Committee of the General Assembly. At the commencement of 
ea.-h regular session it shall submit to the General Assembly a detailed report 
on 2re budget for the next financial year and on the accounts of the last 
finan&! year. It shall also examine on hehalf of the General Assembly the 
administrative budgets of specialized agencies and proposals for financial 
and budgetary arrangements with such agencies. It shall perform such other 
duties as may be assigned to it under the regulations for the financial adminis- 
tration of the United Nations. 

Committee on Antributions 
Rule I§9 

The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Committee on C&rib 
tions, consisting of ten members. 
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-phical representation, personal qualifications and experience, and shall 
serve for a period of three years corresponding to three financial years, as 
defined in the regulations for the financial administra’ion of the United 
Nations. hlembers shall retire by rotation and shall be eligible for reappoint- 
ment. Tbe General Assembly shall appoint the members of the Committee 
on Contributions at the regular session immediately preceding the expiration 
c-f the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancies, at the next session. 

Frtnctions of the Committee on Contributions 

Rule 161 

The Committee on Contributions shall advise the General Assembly con- 
cerning the apportionment, under Article 17, paragraph 2, of the Charter, of 
the expenses of the Organization among Members, broadly according to 
capacit 
Assem g 

to pay. The scale of assessments, ,.vhen once fixed by the General 
ly, shall not be subject to a general revision for at least three years, 

unless it is clear that there have been substantial changes in relative capacities 
to pay. The Committee shall also advise the General Assembly on the assess- 
ments to be fixed for new Members, on appeals by Members for a change of 
assessments, and on the action to be taken with regard to the application of 
Article 19 of the Chart<:. 

XVII. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL ASSEhlBLY 

Creution and rula of procedure 
Rule 162 

l__. General Assembly may establish such subsidiary organs as it 
deems necessary for the performance of its functlons.le The rules 
relating to the procedure of committees of the General Assembly, as well as 
rules 45 and 6~, shall appl 
the General Assembly or i 

to the procedure of any subsidiary organ, unless 
t e subsidiary organ decides otherwise. 

XVI?I. INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS 

A-&es in italics 
Rule 163 

The descri tion of the rules in the table of contents and the notes in italics 
to these rub !I s all be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules. 

Method of mnendment 
Rule 164 

The18 rules of procedure mav be amended by e decision of the General 
mbly taken by e majority of the Members present and voting, after e 
arpntaittee hsa reported on the proposed amendment. 
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ANNEX I’ 

.ECOM~~END.~TIONS .4tf~ SUGGESTIONS OF TIIE SPECIAL COM~~IWEE ON 

METHODS AND PROCEUUHES APPROVED IVY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY~ 

‘ass&ration by tile General Assembly of itUernationa1 corwentions negotiated 
by confere,lces of government representafivcs of all Member States 

13, The Special Committee found that in the past some of the Main Com- 
littees of the General Assembly had devoted a particularly large number of 
meetings to the detailed consideration, article by article, of texts of interna- 
onal conventions. This was even the case where the text of a convention had 
een drawn up by an intermltional conference on which all Member States 
ad been represented. It was pointed out in this connexion that experience 
ad shown that a Main Committee, by the very fact of its size, was not particu- 
lrly fitted to draft conventions, and that when it was entrusted with the 
etai!ed study of conventions, it often did not have time to deal satisfactorily 
rith the other questions for which it was responsible. 

The Special Committee recognizes the importance of the sponsorship of 
onventions by the General Assembly. It believes that the authority of the 
Leral Assembly and the powerful influence its debates have on public 
pinion should, in many cases, be used for the benefit of international co- 
peration. It therefore favours the retention by the General Assembly of the 
ccessary freedom of action. 

The Special Committee therefore conlines itself Lo recommending that 
/hen conventions have been negotiated by intcrnation conferences in which 
II the Members of the United Nations have been ikited to take part, and 
n which they have been represented, not only by experts acting in a personal 
kpacit but by representatives of Governments, and when thzse conventions 
re su sequently i submitted to the General Assembly for consideration, the 

‘By resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, the General Assembly ap roved 
~rious recommendations and suggestions of a Special Committee on Methods and !i rote- 
ures which had been established under resolution 271 (111) of 29 April 1949. The 
km1 Astemb!y considered thue recommendations and suggestions “worthy of con- 
katiw by the General Assembly and ita committees,” and requested the Secretary- 
kneral “to prepare a document embodyin the above-mentIoned recommendations and 
J4gestions in convenient form for usa b,: 
knber States in the General Aarembl 

% e General Committee and the delegations of 

don8 and rug 
62 (IV), have Ei 

tiara of the Special 2. 
In purruance of thin request, the recommen- 

cmmittee, as set forth in Annex II to rerolutfoo 
n reproduced in WI Annex. 

s The para rrph numberr refer to paragraph8 of ,the report of the S ial Committee. 
$fitteo.~ t~hert+o~~be found in the O$cio’ Recor~$ of the &%a1 Assembly, 

o. 12 dwument /937. Sub-t&r as well as words m 
$w&wkcta an fwtnotee have been Inserted by the Secretariat for convenience of 
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Assembly should not undertake a further detailed examination, but should 
limit itself tp discussing them in a broad manner and to giving its general 
views on the instruments submitted to it. After such a debate, the General 
Assembly could, if desirable, adopt the conclusions reached hy the conferences 
;uld recommend to Menil~crs the acceptaucc or ratilication of such conventions, 

This procedure might be applied in particular to conventions submitted 
to the General Assembly as a result of conferences of all Member States con. 
vened by the Economic and Social Council under Article 62, paragraph 4, of 
the Charter. 

Consideration by the General Assembly of international cormentions prepared 
by experts or by conjerences in which not all Member States take part- 

drafting of legal texts 

14. Furthermore, when it is proposed that the General Assembly should 
consider conventions prepared by groups of experts not acting as govern- 
mental representatives, or by conferences in which not all Members of the 
United Nations have been invited to take part, it would be advisable for the 
General Committee and the General Assembly to determine whether one of 
the Main Committees, especially the Legal Committee, would have enough 
time during the session to examine these conventions in detail, or whether it 
would be possible to set up an ad hoc committee to undertake this study 
during the session. 

If this is not possible! the Special Committee recommends that the Gen. 
eral Assetnbly should decide, after or without a general debate on the fuuda. 
mental principles of the proposed convention, that an ad hoc committee should 
be established to meet between sessions. Alternatively, the General Assetnbly 
might decide to convene a confercuce of plenipotentiaries between two of its 
own sessions, to study, negotiate! draft, and possibly sign, the convention. 
The conference of plenipotentiaries might be empowered by the General 
Assembly to transmit the instruments directly to Governments for acceptance 
or ratification. In this case toy, the General Assembly migh!, at a subsequent 
session, express its general opmion on the convention resultmg from the con. 
ierence, and might recommend to Members its acceptance or ratification. 

With regard to the drafting of leg I texts, the Special Committee strongly 
recommends that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever 

Meetings of the ,Ceneral Committee and of the Main Committees 

20. In order that more freqnent meetings of the General Committee 
should not delay the work of plenary and committee meetings, the Special 
Committee wishes to mention that it would be desirable for the General Corn 
mittee to be enabled to meet, whenever necessary, at the same time as tbc 
plenary or the Main Committees. (In such cases, one of the Vice-Presideati 
could take the chair at plenary meetings and the Vice-Chairman could replrr 
the Chairman at Main Committee meetings.) 

The Special Comniittee also considers that, in order to save time at th 
bqinning of the aesrion, some of the Main Committees ahwld not wait ut@ 
the end of the general debate before starting their work. 

32 

22. In 
items requir 
hen the ca 
ever, that, 1 
been made 
same categc 
dealing wid 

The S] 
might be ef 
sidered as 
preferably I 

Considerati, 

23. A 
would be 1 
reference I 
reference 0 
great advat 

It is f 
siderable, c 
held concur 

If the 
meeting, tl 
&in Corn 

The CI 
of the atts 
publicity. ’ 
due in part 
undoubted 

The ( 
cral Assen 
The Speci 
on an exp 

The !  
especially 

222 
the prese; 
testimony, 



I, but should 
lg its general 
, the General 
he co~~ferences 
II conventions. 
hs submitted 
er states con- 
lragraph 4, of 

iiorts Prepared 
( take parr- 

sembly should 
ng as govern- 
bmbers of the 
/&able for the 
rhether one of 
, have enough 

or whether it 
ike this study 

that the Gen- 
1 on the fl:tlda. 
nmittee should 
.eral Assembly 

fFYpeeTe; 

for acceptann 
t a subsequent 

from the corn 
ratification. 
pittee strongly 
d to whenevs 

>mmittees 

p-al Cammitt* 
gs, the Special 
( General Cam 
pe time as the 
Vice-Presidentr 
b could replrcl 

Lve time at the 
L not wait d 

7‘ 

_,... x . . . . - . ..._.” .._. _ <..... -__.__  ̂ _.-.___ ...-- 

Allocation of agenda items to the Main Committees 

22. In the past, some of the Main Committees have been allocated more 
itms requiring prolonged consideration than have others. This has especially 
hen the case for the First Committee. The Special Committee noted, how- 
ever, that, during the third session of the General Assembly, exceptlon had 
been made to the principle laid down in rule 89,8 that “items relating t? the 
same category of subjects shall be referred to the committee or commlttees 
dealing with that category of subjects”. 

The Special Committee feels that the allocation of items to committees 
might be effected in a less rigid manner and that questions which may be con-- 
sidered as falling within the competence of two or more committees, should 
preferably be referred to the committee with the lightest agenda. 

Consideration of agenda items in plenary meetiugs without prior reference 
to a Main Committee 

23. Another means of lightening the task of any given Main Committee 
would be to consider directly in the plenary meeting, without preliminary 
reference to committee, certain questions which fall within the terms of 
reference of the Main Committee. This procedure would, moreover, have the 
great advantage of reducing to a notable extent repetition of debate. 

It is felt that the amount of time saved by this method would be con- 
siderable, especially if the Main Committee and plenary meetings co& be 
held concurrently. 

If the Main Committee could not meet at the same time as the plenary 
meeting, the fact that the Committee was not meeting would enable another 
Main Committee to meet in its place. 

The consideration of questions in plenary meetings would have the benefit 
of the attendance of leaders of delegations and of greater solemnity and 
publicity. The slight1 
due in particular to t ii 

higher cost to the United Nations of plenary meetings, 
e distribution of verbatim records of the meetmgs, would 

undoubtedly be compensated by the shorter duration of the session. 

The General Committee would be responsible for suggesting to the Gen- 
eral Assembly which items on the agenda might be dealt with in this manner. 
The Special Committee recommends that this method should he introduced 
on an experimental basis at future sessions. 

The Special Committee is of the opinion that this procedure would be 
+cfally sp ropriate for certain questions the essential aspects of which are 
tidy fami iar to Members, such as items which have been considered by P 
the General Assembly at previous sessions and which do not require either 
the presence of representatives of non-member States or the hearing of 
testimony. 

*Rule 99 of the present I&J. 
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The rble of the President of the General .4ssembly, of the Choirmcn 
of committees and of the Secretariat 

39. At this point the Special Committee desires to stress once more the 
importance of the r6le of the President of the General Assembly and of the 
Chairmen of committees. The satisfactory progress of the proceedings depends 
essentially on their competence, authority, tact and impartiality, their respect 
ior the rights both of minorities as well as majorities, and their familiarity 
with the rules of procedure, The General Assembly, or the committee, as the 
case may be, is the master of the conduct of its own proceedings. It is, how. 
ever, the special task of the Chairmen to guide the proceedings of these bodies 
in the best interests of all the Members. 

The Special Committee considers that everything possible should be done 
to help Chairmen in the discharge of these important functions. The President 
of the General Assembly and the General Committee should assist the Cllair- 
men of committees with their advice, The Secretary-General should place his 
experience and all his authority at their disposal. 

The Special Committee is happy to note the Secretariat’s valuable practice 
of holding daily meetings of the committee secretaries, under the chairmanship 
of the Executive Assistant to the Secretary-General, where the procedural 
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ANNEX II’ 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 01: TIIE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
FOR DEALING WITH LEGAL AND DRAFTING QUESTIONS’ 

Part 1 

The General Assembly, 
. . , . . 

1. Recommends: 

(a) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommen- 
dation to the General Assembly to request an advisory opinion from 
the International Court of Justice, the matter may, at some appro- 
priate stage of its consideration by that Committee, be referred to 
the Sixth Committee for advice on the legal aspects and on the 
drafting of the request, or the Committee concerned may propose 
that the matter should be considered by a joint Committee of itself 
and the Sixth Committee; 

(b) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommen- 
dation to the General Assembly to refer a matter to the International 
Law Commission, the Committee may, at some appropriate stage of 
its consideration, consult the Sixth Committee as to the advisability 
of such a refere,rce and on its drafting; 

(c) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommenda- 
tion for the adoption by the General Assembly of any amendment to 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the matter shall, at 
some appropriate stage of its consideration by that Committee, be 

‘By resolution 684 (VII) of 6 November !952, the General Assembly, h&n 
examined a report of the Spseisl Canmittee established under resolution 597 (VI) ‘f o 
20 December 1951 to consider the methods and proecdures of the Assembly for dealin 
with legal and drafting quertionr, adopted certam recommendations on this subject, a an 
dlrected that the terms of thma recommendationa “shall be embcdled ad an annex to the 

S~tkklI8WCUMvorbiSS 
n phr of the report of the Special Committee. 

‘The pragraPh numberr r”$I&%&& and footnotaa have baan insertad by the 
SeerctPrLt for convcniancc of re ereme. 



referred to the Sixth Committee for advice on the drafting of such 
amendment and of any consequential amendment ; 

(d) That, when a Committee considers the legal aspects of a question 
important, the Committee should refer it for legal advice to the Sixth 
Committee or propose that the question should be considered by P 
joint Committee of itself and the Sixth Committee. 

Part 2 

E,rcerpfs from the report of the Special Cornwittee for the Consideration 
of Methods and Procedures of flte General Assembly for Dealing 

with Legal and Drafting Qnestions 

Allocation of agenda items to the Main Committees 

19. As to the first of those problems [namely, the allocation of agends 
items to the Main Committees by the General Assembly at the outset of each 
session], the Special Committee recalled that rule 97” of the rules of prow 
dure of the General Assembly provided that “Items relating to the same 
category of subjects shall be referred to the committee or committees dealing 
with that category of subjects . . .‘I. It also noted that a recommendation of 
the Special Committee on Methods and Procedures, approved by the Genera 
Assembly in resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the 
rules of procedure, provided that ‘I. . . questions which may be considered as 
falling within the competence of two or more committees should preferably be 
referred to the committee with the lightest agenda”. 

20. In view of those provisions, the present Special Committee did not 
find it necessary to make an formal recommendation on the allocation of 
agenda items at the opening o r each session. It was confident that the General 
Committee, in making recommendations to the General Assembly on the 
distribution of agenda items, would continue to bear in mind the Sixth Com- 
mittee’s function, laid down in rule 101’ of the rules of procedure, as i!x 
Legal Committee. 

Drafting of complex legal instruments 

29. During the course of the discussion [on the question of the drafting 
of corn lex legal instruments such as international agreements, statutes of 
tribuna s, etc.] it was pointed out that the Special Committee on Methodr P 
and Procedures, in paragra 

P 
hs 

Assembly resolution 362 ( V) 
13 and 14 of its report, approved by General 
of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the ruler 

of procedure,’ made certain recommendations concerning the drafting of co* 
ventions, and concluded: “With regard to the drafting of legal texts, the 
Special Committee strongly recommends that small drafting committees should 
be resorted to whenever possible”. 

sRule 59 of the present rules. 
1 Rule 101 of the present rulcm. 
~saepage31. 
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30. The Special Committee was in complete agreement with these recom- 
mendations and, in view of their previous approval by the General Assembly, 
lid not find it necessary to adopt a new provision on the subject. However, 
the Special Committee considered it desirable that that point should be re- 
&mcd in its report, On that understanding the United Kingdom withdrew 
its draft proposal.’ 

Dr@fling of General Assembly resolutions”’ 

35. In addition to the above proposals, the United Kingdom submitted 
adraft (A/ACXO/L.22) which provided for periodic meetings of the rappor- 
ie”rs of Committees with the competent officials of the Secretariat to establish, 
in so far as practicable, common methods of drafting and to ensure tha; in 
general the drafting of resolntions was satisfactory from the point of view of 
style, form and the use of technical terms. 

36. It was pointed out that there might be certain practical difficulties in 
arranging for periodic meetings of rapporteurs. The Special Committee 
decided to make no formal recommendation on the subject; nevertheless, the 
Committee believes that it is desirable that informal consultation should take 
place from time to time between the various rapporteurs and officials of the 
Secretariat for the purpose described in the United Kingdom proposal. 

Rsports of the S:crefary-General under General Assembly resolution 362 (IV) 

37. The United Kingdom submitted a draft proposal (A/AC.6O/L.23) 
suggesting that the Secretary-General should be requested to furnish to the 
General Assembly an annual report on the matters dealt with by the Special 
Committee, indicating to what extent the Assembly or its Committees had 
succeeded during the year in realiring the objectives aimed at and suggesting 
any appropriate adjustments or improvements in the methods and procedures 
involved. 

38. During the discussion, the representative of the Secretary-General 
recalled that the General Assembly, in paragraph 6 of resolution 362 (IV) 

c This proposal (A/ACXO/L.18) provided : 
“That, in principle, the drafting of all cla>ses, texts or instruments of the following 

kinds should be either carried out, or, at some appropriate stage, reviewed, by a body 
of experts legally qualified to do so : 

‘I 
“ I 

c) Any regulation for adoption by the General Assembly; 
b) The terms of reference, functions and powers of subsidiary organs or tribunals 

kafter act up by the General Assembly; 
“(c) Any convention, declaration, agreement or other similar international inrtru- 

!Wtt drawn up under the auspices of thc,Genefal Assembly, and the drafting of whjch 
1s to be ctkctcd by the Assembly itself, mcludmg a$reementr or Instruments to whxh 
tba United Nations as an Organisation is to bc a party.’ 

37 



of 22 October 1949, had requested the Secretary-General “to carry out ap 
id 

r 
priate studies and to submit, at such times as he may consider appropr 
suitable proposals for the improvement of the methods and procedures of 
General Assembly and its committees. . . “. It was pointed out that 
Secretary-General was much concerned with improving the procedures r 
methods of the Assembly and that there was no need for a new resolntionl 
requesting reports on Lrat subject. 

39. The Special Conunittce agreed that the points covered by the United 
Kingdom draft could be included when advisable in reports of the Secretary. 
General under resolution 362 (IV) ; such reports should be submitted at tfa 
appropriate times, and at reasonably frequent intervals. Consequently, the 
United Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Committee makes no formsI 
recommenda!ion on the subject. 
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ANNEX III” 

PROCI'I)I:RE I'OH TI,,< EXAMINATION OF REPORTS AND PETITIONS 
RELATING TO THE TERRITORY OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

Special txles hg the General Assewhly ot ifs G)ttll srssiort 

PROCEXURE \\'ITH RliC,\RU TO REPORTS 

Special rtJe A: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the 
nmittee on South West Africa the report on South West Africa submitted 
he Committee by the Union of South Africa (or a report on conditions in 
Territory of South West Africa prepared by the Committee in accordance 
h parapaph 12 (c) of General Assembly resolution 749 A (VIII I), 
:ther with the observations of the Committee on the report as well as the 
lments of the duly authorised representative of the Union of South Africa, 
uld that Government decide to follow the General Assembly’s recom- 
ldation and appoint such a representative. 

Special rule B: The General Assemblv shall, as a rule, be ,-uidcd 1)~ the 
ervations of the Committee on South $Vest Africa and shall base its con- 
iions, as far as possible, on the Committee’s observations. 

PROCEDURE WIT11 REG,\RI) TO I'ETITIOWS 

Special rule C: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the 
nmittee on South West Africa a report with regard to petitions submitted 
it. The summary records of the meetings at which the petitions were 
:ussed shall be attached. 

Special rule II: The General Assembly shall, as a rcde, be guided hy the 
elusions of the Committee on South West Africa and shall base its own 
elusions, as far as possible, on the conclusions of the Committee. 

PRIVATE MEETINGS 

Special rule E: Having regard to rule 62 of the rules of procedure of the 
leral Assembly, meetings at which decisions roncerning persons are con- 
:red shall be held in private. 

VOTING PROCEDURE 

Special rule F: Decisions of the General Assembly on questions relating 
reports and petitions concerning the T. :ritory of South West Africa shall 
regarded as important questions within the meaning of Article 18, para- 
ph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations. 

‘1 See resolution 844 (IX) of 11 October 1994. 
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genda 12-21 Art. 57 .......................... .11 ....................... 
Additional items: Art. 83 .......................... ,148 
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Provisional agenda men of Main Commiltees; Commit- 

Regular sessions ....... 12-13 tee on Conlrihutions; Credentials 
Special sessions 

Supplementary items: ” 
16-17 Committee ; General Committee, 

Rapportcurs; Subsidiary organs: 
Regular sessions .......... 14 Vice-Chairmen 
Special sessions .18-19 ..... .... AycndJ. no right of initiative .99 

Iternate representative- ..... 25-26, 103 Creation ......................... .99 
mcndment of rules of procedure .. .I64 Main Comwittees .............. 101 
mendments : Officers : 
Srr also proposals and amendments Election ............. .103-105, 107 
Detinition of ................ 92, 131 Replacement ..... ............ .fO7 

Priorities of items referred to .... 
B 

,100 
Q uorum ......................... ,110 

udget : See Administrative and budget- Records ......................... ..6 ‘3 
ary questions Reference of subjects to .... .65-67, 99 

Reports ..... . 
C 

.......... .15, 67-68, 164 
Representation of Members ... ,102.103 

hairmnn of General Committee. .. .38-39 Sub-Commltteer .... ............. ,104 
hairmen of Main Committee,: Competence of General Assembly or 
Acting Chairmen .. ....... ..... ,107 committees : 
Election ......... ., ............... ,105 Decision on .................. .81, 122 
Functions of Chairmen ....... .1O&109 Conduct of business at 
General Committee, in ....... .. .38-39 meetings ............. .65-83, 110-124 
No vothtg right ................ 106 Credentials ..... , .... ............ .2&29 

TIea printed in italics refer to procedure in committees of the Gan~ral A6sbmbly. 
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