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RULE(J ,C$,~Rf$jf~~ WIiE “JENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Amendmente approved by the General Assembly during its 
eleventh session 

At its eleventh regular seeeion the General Assembly, at the 
677th plenary meeting on 16 November 1966, decided (1) to es- 
tablieh an eighth vice-presidency of the General Assembly; and 
(2) to change the name of the Ad Hoc Political Committee to 
“Special Political Committee” and to confer a permanent character 
on that Committee. 

By resolution 1104 (XI) of 16 December 1966, the General 
Aeeembly approved the following consequential amendments to 
Ite rulee of procedure: 

Rule 31 

The General Assembly shall elect a Preeident and eight Vice- 
Presidente, who ehall hold office until the close of the session 
at which they are elected. The Vice-Prestdente shall be elected, 
after the election of the Chairmen of the Beven Main Committees 
referred to in rule 101, on the basis of eneuring the representative 
character of the General Committee. 

B!Jle 33 

The General Committee rhall comprioe the Preeldent of the 
Qeneral Aseembly, who shall preside, the eight Woe-Prerfdents 
and the Chairmen of the oeven Main Committoos. No two member0 
of the Choral: CommNtea .shall bo members of tho rame delrga- 
tlon, ud it shtil be 60 oonetitut6d ix8 to ensure itc reprosentotlvo 
:haracter. ChaIrmen of other committeee upon which all Member8 
lave the right to be represented and which are established by 
:he General Assembly to meet during the session, shall be entitled 
;o attend meetings of the General Committee and may participate 
?4thout vote in the discussions. 
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Rule 39 

If a Vice-President of the Generai Assembly-finds it necessary 
to be absent during a meeting of the General Committee he may 
designate a member of his dehagation as- his subetitute. The 
Chairman of a Main Committee shall, fn’caseof absence, designate 
the Vice-Chairman of the Committee as his substitute. A Vice- 
Chairman shall not have the right to vote if he is of the same 
delegation as another member of the Committee. 

Rule 101 

The Main Committees of the General Assembly are: 
(9) Political and Security Committee (including the j’egulation 

of armaments) (First Committee); 
(bJ Special Political Committee; 
(c) Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committee); 
(dJ Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Com- 

mittee); 
(e) Trusteeship Committee (including Non-Self-Governing Ter- 

ritories) (Fourth Committee); 
(fJ Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee); 
(g) Legal Committee (Sixth Committee). 

Lltho. In UJi. 12122April 1957~4,ooa 
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INTRODUCTION 

The General Assembly, during its second regular session, adopted, by 
resolution 173 (II) of 17 November 1947, revised rules of procedure replac- 
ing the provisional rules adopted by the General Assembly at its first regular 
session on the basis of a text drawn up by the Preparatory Commission. 
These rules of procedure entered into force on 1 Januar 1948 (A/520). At 
the same session the General Assembly, by resolution ! 1 d (II) of 21 Novem- 
ber 1947, adopted for inclusion in its rules of procedure, revised rules govern- 
ing the admission of new Members. 

At the third regular session of the General Assembly, the rules concerning 
the working languages of the General Assembly were amended by resolution 
262 (III) of 11 December 1948. 

At its fourth regular session, the General Assembly, acting upon the 
report of a Special Committee on Methods and Procedures,’ approved, by 
resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, various amendments and additions 
to its rules of procedure and decided that these amendments and additions 
should enter into force on 1 January 1950. By the same resolution several 
of the recommendations and suggestions of the Special Committee were 
adopted by the General Assembly, and the Secretary-General was requested 
to prepare a document embodying these recommendations and suggestions 
in a convenient form for use by the General Committee and the delegations 
of Member States in the General Assembly. The text of these recommen- 
dations and suggestions of the Special Committee will be found in annex I 
to the present edition of the rules. 

At the fifth regular session, several amendments and additions to the 
rules of pmcedure were adopted by the General Assembly in the annex to 
resolution 377 A (V) entitled “Uniting for Peace”. By resolution 475 (V), 
a new rule &)A’ was adopted concerning the majorit 

r 
required for decisions 

of the General Assembly on amendments to proposa s relating to important 
questions and on parts of such proposals put to the vote separately. 

By resolutions 366 (IV) and 479 (V), rules were adopted by the 
General Assembly relating to the calling b 
under Pprpgraph 4 of Article 62 of the 2 

the Economic and Social Council, 
barter, of international conferences 

of States and of non-govetnmcn~ conferences, r88pc&ely. 

At the seventh reg~ler m&ion, the General Assembi 
rCpt of a Special Commltteef adopted resolution 684 (V r 

a&g upon the 
I) of 6 NCIEI&Z~ 

1952, by which it made certain recommendations on methods and procedures 
for dealing with legal and drafting questions. The t’rcolutim l)mvitletl tl,at 



At its eighth session the General Assembl examined the report of the 
Special Committee and, ‘by resolution 791 &III) of 23 October 1953 
amended rules 38 and 33 relating to the composition of the General Corn 
mittee, and rule 98,’ relatmg to priorities in the consideration of items in the 
Main Committees,. 

At its ninth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 844 (IX) o 
11 October 1954, ado 
for the examination o P 

ted SIX special rules desi@ to govern its procedure 
reports and petitions relating to the Territory of South 

West Africa. The text of these special rules is reproduced in annex III tc 
the present edition of the rules. 

The present revised edition of the rules of procedure embodies thereforc 
all the amendments and additions adopted by the Getteral Assembly up t( 
and includihg its ninth session. 

March 195( 
4 Rule 100 of the present ruler. 

the terms of these recommendations “shall be embodied aa an annex to the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly” and that “the said pnnex shall 
also set out, verbatim 

‘cp” 
ragraphs 19,20, 29, 30, 3.5, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of the I 

report of the Special ommittee”. The text of the recommendations and the E 
specified parts of the report of the Special Committee are accordingly repro- !t 
duced in annex II to the present editIon of the rules. 

By resolution 689 A (VII) of 21 December 1952, the General Assembly 
established a Special Committee to consider, together with any other relevant 
information presented by Member States, a memorandum submitted by the 1 
Secretary-General to the seventh session on measures to limit the duration 1. E 
of regular sessions of the General Assembly. By resolution 689 B (VII) of 
the same date, the General Assembly adopted an amendment to rule 2 of its 
rules of of each 
session K 

rocedure whereby the Assembly would, at the beginnin f  x a “closing” date for the session rather than a “target’ 
the clokna of the session. 

date for 
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Explanatory Note 

1. Rules 49, 84, 85, 87, 145, 147, and 162, which reproduce 
textually provisions of the Charter, are printed in heavy type and 
are, in addition, provided with a footnote. A footnote has also been 
added in the case of other rules which, while based directly on pro- 
visions of the Charter, do not reproduce those provisions textually. 

2. Figures indicated between square brackets in sections deal- 
ing with rules for plenary meetings refer to identical or correspond- 
ing rules for committee meetings, and vice versa. 

3. Attention is drawn to rule 163, which provides: “The 
description of the rules in the table of contents and the notes in 
italics to these rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of 
the ru!es”. 

. 



RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

I. SESSIONS 

hULAR SESSIONS 

Dote of meeting 
Rule 1' 

The General Assembly shall meet every year in regular session com- 
mencing on the third Tuesday in September. 

Duration of session 
Rule 2 

On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General Assembly 
shall, at the beginning of each session, fix a closing date for the session. 

Place of meeting 
Rule 3 

Sessions shall be held at the Head uarters of the Ue’ted Nations unless 
convened elsewhere in pursuance of a 8 ecision of the General Aswnbly at a 

revious session or at the request of a majority of the Members of the United 
K ations. 

Rule 4 
Any Member of the United Nationa may, at least one hundred and 

twenty days before the date tixed for the opening of a regular session, request 
that the session be held elsewhere than at the Headquarters of the United 
Nations. The Secretary-General shall immediately communicate the r uest, 
together with his recommendations, to the other Members of the 3. Iuted 
Nations. If  within thirty da s of the date of this communication a ma’ority 
of the Members concur in t i t request, the session shrill be held d actor ngly. 

Adjournmettt of se&m 
nu1e 6 

The General Assembly may decide.at any session to adjourn temporarily 
and resume its meetings at a later date. 
.- 

1 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 20). 
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%‘ECIAL SESSIONS 

Summoning by the General Assembly 

Rule 7' 
The Gene4 Assembly may fix a date for a special session. 

Summoning on request from the Security Council or Members 

Rule 8 
(u) Special sessions of the General Assembly shall be held within fifteen 

days’ 5f the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for such a session 
from the Security Council, or of a request from a majority of the Members 
of the United Nations, OS of the concurrence of a majority of Members as 
provided in rule 9. 

(b) Emergency special sessions pursuant to General Assembly resolu- 
tion 377 A (V) shall be convened within twenty-four hours of the receipt by 
the Secretary-General of a request for ruch a session from the Security. 
Ccuncil, on the vote of any seven members thereof, or of a request from a 
majority of the Members of the United Nations expressed by vote in the 
Interim Committee or otherwise, or of the concurrence of a majority of 
Members as provided in rule 9. 

Request by Members 
Rule 9 

(oj Any Member of the United Nations may request the Secretar - 
General to summon a s ial 
inform the other Mem fz 

session. The Secretary-General shall immediate y  T 
rs of the United Nations of the request and inquire 

whether they concur in it. I f  within thirty days of the date of the communi- 
cation of the Secretary-General a majority of the Members concur in the 
rquest, a special rsaion of the General Assembly shall be summoned in 
accordance with rule 8. 

(b) This rule ahall apply also to a request by an Member for an emer- 

% 
ency ,smial session 
ecretary-General 

ursuant to resolution 377 A &). In such a case the 
sha I ‘1 communicate with the other Mcmbcro by the most 

expeditious means of communication available. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~U~~~~~ 
at kaat fourteen da a in advance, of the opening of a spdat acsrfon summane 
at the request of t K e Security Council, and, at least ten days in advance, in 
the case of a request by a majority of the Members or the concurrence of a 
majority in the request of any Member. In the case of an emergency special 
session convened pursuant to rule 8 (O), the Secretary-General shall notify 
the Members of the United Nations at least twelve hours in advance of the 
opening of the session. 
-- 

1 Kulc based directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 20). 
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REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Notification to othsr bodies 
Rule 11 

mnie of the notice summoning each session shall be addressed to all --r---a . other princlp,. -- &al nrvnn~ of the United Nations and to the specialized agencies 
referred to m Art%-5 7, paragraph 2, of the Charter. 

II. AGENDA 

RFXWLAR SESSIONS 

Provisional agenda 
Rule 12 

The provisional agenda for a regular session shall be draw? up by the 
Secretary-General and communicated to the Members of the Umted Nations 
at least sixty days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 13 
The provisional agenda of a regular session shall include: 
(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization ; 
(b) Reports from the Security Council, 

the Economic and Social Council, 
the Trusteeship Council, 
the International Court of Justice, 
the subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, 
specialized agencies (where such reports are called for 

under agreements entered into) ; 
(c) All items the inclusion of which has been ordered by the General 

Assembly at a previous session ; 
(d) All items proposed by the other principal organs of the United 

Nationr; 
All items proposed by an Member of the United Nationr; 
All items pertaining to tz e budget for the next financial year and 
the rmort on the accounta for the last financial year; 

(g) /iii&k* ~~~~~~~ daaaw, it necwey ta pt 

(h) All Items pro 
f v  

under Art& I 
by States not embers of the United 

gqraph 2, of the ChartW 
atlons. 

Rule 14 
Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the Secretary- 

General may, at least thirty tl.lps before the date fixctl for the opening of a 
regular sess,on, request the inclusion of supplementary items in the agenda. 

3 
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These items shall be placed on a supplementary list, which shall be commu- 
nicated to the Members of the United Nations at least twenty days before 
the date fixed for the opening of the session. 

Addilional ilems 

Rule 15 
Additional items of an important and urgent character, proposed for 

inclusion in the agenda less than thirty days before the opening of a regular 
session or during a regular session! may be placed on the agenda, if the 
General Assembly so decides by a majority of the Members present and voting. 
No additional item may be considered until seven days have elapsed since it 
was placed on the a enda, unless the General Assembly, by a two-thirds 
majority of the Mem %e rs present and voting, decides otherwise, and until a 
committee has reported upon the question concerned. 

Provisional agenda 

Rule 16 
The provisional agenda of a special session, summoned at the request of 

the Security Council, shall be communicated to the Members of the United 
Nations at least fourteen days before the opening of the session. The provi- 
sional agenda of a special session summoned at the request of a majority of 
the Members, or the concurrence of a majority in the request of an Member, 
shall be communicated at least ten days before the opening of t IT e session. 
The provisional agenda of an emergency special session shall be communicated 
to the Members of the United Nations simultaneously with the communi- 
cation summoning the session, 

REC 

Esplattalory mmormda 

All items propose14 fc 
an explanatory memoranc 
draft resolution. 
Approval of fhe agenda 

At each session the 
together with the report 01 
to the General Assembly 
of the session. 
Amendment and deletion ( 

Items on t,he agenda I 
by a majority of the Met 
Debate on inctnsion of krr 

Debate on the inclur 
been recommen?ed for ill 
to three speakers in fnvot 
may limit the time to be 1 

Modification of thti alloca 

Rule 17 No proposal for a m 

The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist onl 
being in force shall be pla 

items proposed for consideration in the request for the holding of t l 
of those 

e session. I 
to the Members of the I 
fixed for the opening of t 

Slbpptenuntorj, itbn.s 
Rule ‘I8 

1 
Addiliond items 

Rule 19 
During a special session items on the supplementary list and additional 

items may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority oc the Metnbcrs 
present and voting. During an emcrgcncy special session additional items 
concerning the matters dealt with in resolution 377 A (V) may be added to 
the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting. 

The dcle tion of a 
rent&es an d five altern 
advlrerr, experts and pe 
delegation. 
Altcrrrolcs 

An nltcruntc rcprcsc 
by the Chairman of the tl 

8 Rule based directly on 
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REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

E~platlatory rnerrwratrda 
Rule 20 

All items proposed for inclusion in the agenda shal! be accompanied by 
sa explanatory memorandum and, if possible, by basic documents or by a 
draft resolution. 
Approval of the agerada 

Rule 21 
At each session the provisional agenda and the supplementary list, 

together with the report of the Genera1 Committee thereon, shall be submitted 
to the General Assemhly for approval as swn as possible after the opening 
of the session. *, 
Amcndmtnt and deletion of items 

Rule 22 
Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the General Assembly 

’ by a majority ‘of the Members present and voting. 
DeOute on inclusion of items 

Rule 23 
Debate on the inclusion of an item in the a enda, when that item has 

been recommen?ed for inclusion by the General 8 ommittee, shall be limited 
to three speak&s in favour of and three against the inclusion. The President 
may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Modification of thk allocation of expctrses 

Rule 24 
No proposal for a modification of the allocation of expenses for the time 

being in force shall be placed on the agenda unless it has been communicated 
to the Members of the United Nations at least ninety days before the date 
fixed for the opening of the session. 

III. DELEGATIONS 
Composition 

Rule 25* 
The dele 

Kntativer ti r 
tion of a Memhct shall con&t of not more than five repre- 

five alternate reprewntativeo, and as many advisers, technkaf 
odviaerr, experts and perrans of similar &atua M m&y be req&ed by the 
delegation. 
Altcrliutcs 

Rule 26, 
An alternate rcprcscutative may act as a rcprcscntative upon designation 

hy the Chairman of the delcgntion. 

a IM2 hsetl directly on a provision of the Clwtcr (Al?icle 9, paragraph 2). 
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IV. CREDENTIALS 

Submission of credentials 
Rule 27 

The credentials of representatives,’ and the names of members of a 
delegation shall be submitted to the Secretary-General if possible not less than 
one week before the date fixed for the opening of the session. The credentials 
shall be issued either by the Head of the State or Government or by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Credentials Committee 
Rule 28 

A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginning of each 
session, It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed by the 
General Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Committee shall elect 
its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of representatives and report 
without delay. 

Provi&nal admission to a session 
Rule 29 

shall 
Any representative to whose admission a Member has made objection 
be seated provisionally with the same rights as other representatives, 

until the Credetltials Committee has reported and the General Assembly has 
given its decision. 

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Temporary President 
Rule 30 

At the opening of each ses*.?n of the General Assembly the Chairman of 
that delegation from which the President of the prc /ious session was elected 
shall preside until, the General Assembly has elected a President for the session. 

Electbns 
Rule 31 

The General Assembly shall elect a President and seven Vice-Presidents 
whp &all hold of& until the close of the session at which they are elected! 
The WcM’rai&ta &Ii ba sleeted, after the e&ion of the Chmkmen of 
the dx Mein Cemmlttees referred to in rule 101, on the bit of ensuring the 
representative character of the General Committee. 

Acting PvPsiderlt 
Rule 32 [107] 

I f  the President finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or any 
part thereof, he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to take his place. 

l Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 21, second seotctw). 

h 

Rule 33 
A Vice-President acting as Presid 

duties as the President. 

Replacement of the President 
Rule 34 

If the President is unable to perfori 
be elected for the unexpired term. 

General powers of the President 
Rule 35 

In addition to exercising the powel 
where by these rules, the President sh: 
each plenary meeting of the session, s 
meeting, ensure observance of these I 
questions and announce decisions. He 
subject to these rules, shall have camp 
meeting and over the maintenance of 
the course of the discussion of an item, 
limitation of the time to be allowed to 
of times each representative may speak 
of speakers or the closure of the debatc 
or the adjournment of the meeting or 
item under discussion. 

Rule 86 
The President, in the exercise of h 

ity of the General Assembly. 

The President shall not vote 
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shall appoint another member of his d8 
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Rule 33 [lo?] 
A Vice-President acting as President shall have the same powers and 

duties as the President. 

Replacement of the President 
Rule 34 [107] 

If  the President is unable to perform his functions, a new President &all 
be elected for the unexpired term. 

General powers of the President 
RuIe 35 [108] 

In addition to exercising the powers which are conferred upon him else- 
where by these rules, the President shall declare the opening and closing of 
each plenary meeting of the session, shall direct the discussions in plenary 
meeting, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put 
questions and announce decisions. He shall rule on points of order, and, 
subject to these rules, shall have complete control of the proceedings at any 
meeting and over the maintenance of order thereat. The President may, in 
the course of the discussion of an item, propose to the General Assembly the 
limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the number 
of times each representative may speak on any question, the closure of the list 
of s 

% 
akers or the closure of the debate. He may also propose the suspension 

or t e adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment of the debate on the 
item under discussion. 

Rule 36 [MM] i 
The President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the author- 

ity of the General Assembly. y: 

The P&dent shall not vote 
Rule 37 [106] 

The President, or Vice-President acting as President, shall not vote but 
shall appoint another member of his delegation to vote in his place. 

VI. GENERAL COMMITTEE 

ComporlEior, 

Thckndc4mmitieeeN1~ 
$1” 

tbePreaMeatdtheGaMnl 
Awmbly, who &all@&, tbm seven ke-Re&kits, the Cbairmn ot tba 
six Main Committees and the Chairman of the Ad .Yoc Political Committee 
when one is established. No two members of the General Committee shall bs 
members of the same delegation, and it shall be so constituted as to ensure 
its representative character. Chairmen of other committees upon which all 
Members have the right to be represented and which are established by the 
General Assembly to meet during the session, shall be entitled to attend 
meetings of the General Committee and may participate without vote in the 
discussions. 
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Snbstifufr members 
Rule39 1 Formal revisior 

I f  a Vice-President of the General Assembly finds it necessary to be 
absent during a meeting of the General Committee he may designate a member 
of his delegation as his substitute. The Chairman of a Main Committee or 
of the Ad Hoc Political Committee shall, in case of absence, designate the 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee as his substitute. A Vice-Chairman shall not 
have the right to vote if he is of the same delegation as another member of 
the Committee. 
Functions 

Rule40 
The General Committee shall, at the beginning of each session, consider 

the provisional agenda, together with the supplementary list, and shall make 
Fecommendations to the General Assembly with regard to each item 
concerning its inclusion in the agenda, the rejection of the request or inclu- P 

roposcd, 

sion, or the inclusion of the item in the provisional agenda of a future session. 
It shall, in the same manner, examine requests for the inclusion of additional 
items in the agenda, and shall make recommendations thereon to the General 
Assembly. In considering matters relating to the agenda of the General 
Assembly, the General Committee shall not discuss the substance of any item, 
except in so far as this bears u n the question whether the General Com- 
mittee should recommend the inc usmn of the item in the agenda, the rejection p”. 
of the request for inclusion, or the inclusion of the item in the provisional 
agenda of a future session, and what priority should be accorded to an item 
the inclusion of which has been recommended. 

Rule41 
The General Committee shall make recommendations to the Gcceral 

Assembly concernin 
President and the 0 

the closing date of the session. It shall assist the 

plena 
neral Assembly in drawing up the agenda for each 

meeting, in determining the priority of its Items, and in the co-ordina- 
tion o the proceedings of all committees of the General Assembly. It shall 7 
assist the President in the general conduct of the work of the General Assem- 
bly which falls within the competence of the President. It shall not, however, 
decide any political question. 

Rule 42 
The Gureral Committee shall meet 

to review the progress of the General R 
riodically throughout each session 

sembly and its committees and to 
de- recommendations for furthering ruch progress. It shall also meet at 
coch otb thy w the Pnsldent dems necessary or upon the request of any 
e&b?ofttrtmanb$r6. 

I ~$nb~ rrprsssntaties of Members requesting fhe inclusion of ifems 

Rule 43 
A Member of the General Assembly which has no representative on the 

General Committee, and which has requested the inclusion of an item in the 
agenda, shall be entitled to attend any meeting of the General Committee at 
which its request is discussed, and may participate, without vote, in the dis- 
cussion of that item. 
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Formal revision of resolutions of the Genera4 Assembly 

Rule 44 
The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by the 

General Assembly, changing their form but not their substance. Any such 
changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its consideration. 

VII. SECRETARIAT 

Duties of fhe Secrcfary-General 
Rule 45 

The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the 
General Assembly,s its committees and sub-committees. He may designate a 
member of the staff to act in his place at these meetings. 

Rule 46 
The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required by 

the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs which it 
may establish. 
Dwties of the Secreforiat I 

Rule 47 
The Secretariat shall receive, translate, print and distribute documents, 

reports and resolutions of the General Assembly, its committees and organs; 
interpret speeches made at the meetings; prepare, print and circulate the 
summary records of tl-$ session; have the custody and proper preservation of 
the documents in the archives of the General Assembly; 
of the meetings; distribute all documents of the Genera P 

ubhsh the reports 
Assembly to the 

Members of the United Nations, and, generally, perform all other work 
which the General Assembly may require. 

Annual report of the Secretary-General 
Rule 48 

The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such supple- 
mentary reports as are required, to the General Assembly on the work of the 
Organisations He shall communicate the annual report to the Members of 
the United Nations at least forty-five days before the opening of the session. 

Nofificofion under Article 12 of the Chartrr 
Rule49 

Tltcaacn 
shall notify tba 7.6 

-ocnaral, with the conccnt of the BcOurity counoll, 
nrrai Assembly at rch s&on of my matters da- 

tive to the maintenance of international peace and security which are 
being dealt with by the Security Council, and shall similarly notify 
the General Assembly, or the Members of the United Nations if the 
General Assembly is not in session; immediately the Security Council 
ceases to deal with such matters. 

6 Rule based directly on a provisim of the Charter (Article 98). 
6 Rule reproducing textually a provisiotl of the Charter (Article 12, paragrapl~ 2). 
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RulelO' 

I The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the staff of 
the Secretariat. 

VIII. LANGUAGES 

OJicial and working languages 

RuIe 51 
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official 

languages of the General Assembly, its committees and sub-committees. 
English, French and Spanish shall be the working languages. 

lnttrprrtation from a working langnagr 

RuIe 52 
Speeches made in any of the working languages shall Le interpreted into 

the other two working languages. 

I Intetpwtation from ofkiat hnguages 

Rule 55 
Speeches made in either of the other two official languages shall be 

interpreted into the three working languages. 

I~twpr~tatibu from othn languages 

Rule 54 
*Any representative may make a speech in a language other than the 

ol3icral languages. In this case, he shall himself provide for Interpretation into 
one of the working lan a 

Kf 
es. 

by the interpreters of t 
Interpretation into the other working languages 

e ecretariat may be based on the interpretation given 
in the first working language. 

L4nguagu of vwbatim retards 
R&55 

Language oj summnry records 

Rule 56 
Summary records shall be drawn up as soon a: possible in the official 

7 R~lr haecd directly on n provision of the Charter (Article 101. paraK:l.aph 1). 
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oflicial 

’ 1). 

I 
Languuge of Jonrnd 

Rule 57 
The Journal of the General Assembly shall be issued in the working 

languages. 

Language of rssolutions and important documents 

Rule 58 

All resolutions and other important documents shall be made available 
in the official languages. Upon the request of any representative, any other 
document shall be made available in any or all of the official languages. 

Publications in languages other than the oficial [anguages 

Rule 59 
Documents of the General Assembly, its committees and sub-committecr, 

shall, if the General Assembiy so decides, be published in any languages other 
!han the official languages. 

IX. RECORDS 
Verbatim records 

Rule 60 
Verbatim records of all plenary meetings shall be drawn up by the 

Secretariat and submitted to the General Assembl 
President. Verbatim records shall also be made o r 

after approval by the 
the proceedings of the 

Main Committees established by the General Assembly. Other committees 
or sub-committees may decide upon the form of their records. 

Resolutions 

Rule 61 
Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly *shall be communicated 

by the Secretary-General to the Members of the Umtcd Nations within fifteen 
days after the termination of the seasion. 

General principles 

The meetings of the General Assembly and its Main Committees shall 
be held in public unless the body concerned decides that exceptional circum- 
stances require that the meeting be held in private. Meetings of other com- 
mittees and sub-committees shall also be held in public unless the body 
concerned decides otherwise. 

11 
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Private meetings 
Rule 63 

’ Quorw 

All decisions of the General Assembly taken at a private meeting shall 
be announced at an early public meeting of the &General Assembly. At the A 
close of each private meeting of the Main Committees, other committees and quorun 
sub-committees, the Chairman may issue a communique through the 
Secretary-General. 

Spceclr 

XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR MEDITATION / Nc 
previot 

Invitation to silent braver or meditation i @on. s . r 
R..L ea 
.  .  ..a- - 

ately 
Immediately after the opening of the first pk ~.~, ..~ ~... enarv meeting and immedi- 
preceding the closing of the final plenary meeting of eact 1 session of the 

General Assembly, the President shall invite the representatives to observe 
one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or meditation. 

Preside 
subject 
Preced 

TI 

XII. PLENARY MEETINGS 
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Emergency specid sessions 
Rule 65 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other rule and unless the General 
Assembly decides otherwise, the Assembly, in case of an emergency special 
session, shall convene in plenary session only and proceed directly to consider 
the item Proposed for consideration in the request for the holding of the 
session, without 
committee ; the 5 

revious reference to the General Committee or to any other 
resident and Vice-Presidents for ,such emergency special 

sessions shall be, respectively, the Chairmen of those delegations from which 
were elected the President and Vice-Presidents of the previous session. 
Report of the Secretwy4enera.t 

Rule 66 
Pro 

one of tr 
4s to refer any portion of the report of the Secretary-General to 

e Main Committees without debate shall be decided upon by the 
General Asacmbly without previous reference to the General Committee. 
Rejmncr to cotwniiees 

Xtde 61 

Discussion 05 committee reports 
Pule 68 

Discussion of a report of a Main Committee in a plenary meeting of the 
General Assembly shall take place if at least one-third of the Members 
present and voting at the plenary meeting consider such a discussion to be 
necessary. Any proposal to this effect shall not be debated, but shall be imme- 
diately put to the vote. 
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Quorum 
Rule 69 [119! 

A majority of the Members of the Genera1 Assembly shall constitute a 
quorum. 

Spcecl1es 
Rule 70 [ill] 

No representative may address the General Assembly without having 
previously obtained the permission of the President. The Pfesldent shall call 
upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to s,oeak. The 
President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the 
subject under discussion. 

Precedeme 
Rule 71 [112] 

The Chairm3.n and the Rapporteur of a committee may be accorded 
precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusion arrived at by their 
committee. 

Stateruents by the Secretariat 
Rule 72 [113] 

The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat des&ated by 
him as his representative, may, at any time, make either oral or wrltten state- 
ments to the General Assembly concerning any question under consideration 
by it. 

‘p$%i~~Js of ordo: 
Rule 73 [114] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise t6 a 

F 
int of order, and the point of order shall be lmmedlately decided by the 

resident in accordance with the rules of procedure. A represe?tative. may 
appeal Against the ruling of the President. The appeal shall be lmmedlately 
put to the vote and the President’s ruling shall stand unless ?verru!ed by a 
majorit of the Members resent and voting. A representatlve rlsrng to a 
point o r R order may not spea on the substanc- of the matter under discussion. 

Time limit on speeches 
Rule 74 [115] 

The General Auembly may limit the time to be allowed to each speaker 
and the number of tlmer each rqratsntative may apeak on any u&km. 
When d&ate ia limited and a wpreaentative kso spoken tir allotted % me, the 
President ahall cat1 hkn to order without delay. 

C[osi,rl, of list of spcnkrrs 
Rule 75 [116] 

During the course of a tlchatc the I’rcsitlznl may nnno&e the’ list of 
sljeakers and, with the consent of the General Assembly, declare the list 
&scd. I;e may, however, accord the right of reply to any Mcnkr if a s~~!rcl~ 
tlelivcred after hc has declared the list closed makes this desirable. 
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Adjowwwnt of debate 
Rule 74 [ll?] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative ma 
adjoum.nent of the debate on the item under discussion. In ad k *move the Itton to the 
propser of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour of, and two 
against, the motion, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the 
vote, The President may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this 
bile. 

Closure of dcbots 
Rule 77 [118] 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the 
item under discussion, whether or not any other representative has signified 
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall 
be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the motion 
shall be immedizitely put to the vote. I f  the General Assemblv is in favour of 
the closure! the President shall declare the closure of the debate. The Presi- 
dent may limit +e time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Suspension or odjoumm+-nt of ths moetrj!g 
Rule 78 [119] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the 
suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall not be 
debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. The President may limit 
the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or adjournment 
of the meeting. 

Order of proced&l motions 
Rule 79 [120] 

Subject to rule 73, the following motions shall have precedenue m the 
following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting: 

(0) To suspend the meeting ; 
(b) Toadjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discusrion ; 
(d) For the closure of the debate on the item under dircusaion. 

Ropesala and amendments &at1 normatIy be introduced in wrttfng and 
handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations. 
As a general rule, no proposal shall be cliscusscd or put to the vote at any 
meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of it have been circulated to 
all delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting. The President 
may, however, permit the discussion and consideration of amendments, or of 
motions as to procedure, cvcn though these amendments and motions have 
not been circulated or have only been circulated the same day. 

14 



. . - _-. . =-I 

e ma 
ha 

move the 
n ad ItIon to the 
~vour of, and two 
liately put to the 
eakers under this 

the debate on the 
btive has signified 

the debate shall 
which the motion 
+v is in favour of 
ebatc. The Presi- 
3 rule. 

re may move the 
‘ions shall not lx 
esident may limit 
n or adjournment 

precedcnoc m the 
the meeting : 

k; 
iiscusaioll. 

;d in writfng uxd 
to the delegations. 
o the vote at any 
been circulated to 
16. The President 
lmendments, or of 
and motions have 
day. 

D&ions on compefencs 
Rule 81 [122] 

Subject to rule 79, any motion calling for a decision on the competence 
of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall be put to 
the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 
Withdrawal 9f trwfions 

Rule 82 r1231 
A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting on 

it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A motion 
which has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by any Member. 
Rsconsiderafion of proposals 

\ Rule 83 [124] 
When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be reconsidered 

at the same session unless the General Assembly, by a two-thirds majority nt 
the Members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motion 
to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, 
after which it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

VOTXNC 

Voting tights 
Rule 34 q 11251 

Each Member of the General Assimbly shall have one vote. 
Two-thirds majority 

Rule 85 e 
Dccieions of the General Assembly on important questions shall 

be made by a two-third8 majority of the Member8 present and voting. 
These qusetionr nhall include: recommendations with respect to the 
maintenance of International peace and security, the election of the 
non-permanent mcmberr-of the Security. Council, the election of the 
members dl he Economic a;d Social Council, the election of members 
of the Trurteoship Council in accordance with paragraph 1 c of Article 
88 of the Charter, the l dmirrion of now Momberr to the Unitrd Nations, 
tho sua onrion of the rights and privileges of membership, tho oxpul- 
aion of & embsn, quoations relsting to tho oporation of the Trurtoerhip 
Bystem, uld budgot- question% 

Rule86 
Decisions of the Gcnersl Atrembly on amendments to proposal8 relsting 

rtr of such pro 4s ut to the vote sep 
~~ ~~~b~~~~* msjority opotho l+hinbors proat and 

* 

Rule 87 8 r1261 
Decisions of the General Assembly ori questions other than those 

provided for in rule 85, including the determination of additional cate- 
gories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be 
made by a mnjority of the Members present and voting. 
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Meaning of the expression “Members preset;! and vofing” Voting on proposals 

Rule 88 11271 
For the purpose of these rules, the phrase “Members present and voting” 

means Members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Members which ab- 
stain from voting are considered as not voting. 
Method of voliug 

Rule 89 [128] 
The General Assembly shall normally vote b show of hands or by stand- 

ing, but any representative may request a roll-cal , The roll-call shall be taken r 
in the English alphabetical order of the names of the Members, beginning 
with the Member whose name is drawn by lot by the President. The name of 
each Member shall be called in any roll-call and one of its representatives shall 
reply “Yes “, “No” or “Abstention”, The result of the voting shall be inserted 
in the record in the English alphabetical order of the names of the Members. 
Conduct during vofing 

Rule 90 [129] 
Aft;! the President has anrnunced the beginning of voting, no representa- 

tive shall interrupt the voting 1~ ept on a point of order in connexion with the 
actual conduct of the voting. The President may permit Members to explain 
their votes, either before or after the VP .ng, except when the vote is taken by 
secret ballot. The President may limit the time to be allowed for such explana- 
tions. The President shall not permit the proposer of a proposal or of an 
amendment to explain his vote on his own proposal or amet,dment. 
Division of proposak and atn&n~euts 

, Rule 91 [130] 
A representative may move that parts of a 

shall be voted on separately. I f  objection is ma a 
roposal or of an amendment 

e to the request for division, 
the motion for division shall be voted upon. Permission to speak on the 
motion for division shall be given only to two speakers in favour and two 
speakers against. I f  the motion for division is carried, those parts of the pro- 
posal or of the amendment which are subsequently approved shall be put to the 
vote as a whole. If  all operative parts of the proposal or of the amendment 
have been re’ected, the proposal or the amendment shall be considered to have 
been rejecte d as a whole. 
Voti6g 0~ bww&n8nk 

R&92 [18lJ 

#ted on 
t is moved to a pqmal, the amendment dull k 

td? Wham tar0 or ~SON artiand~tts are moved to a pqwaal the 
&Wid hent~ shd first vote on the amendmd furthest rem& in 
substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest 
removed therefrom, and so on, until all the anlendnlents have been put to the 
vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the 
rejection of another amendment, the latter amentlmcnt shall not be put to the 
vote. If  one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall tbcn 
be ,voted upon. A motion is consitlerctl an amendllent to a proposal if it 
merely adds to, deletes from or revises part of that proposal. 
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voting on proposals 
Rule 93 [132] 

If  two or more proposals relate to the same question, the Genera1 Assem- 
bl shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in 
w tch they have been submitted. The General Assembly may, after each vote ii. 
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 
Elections 

Rule 94 [105] 
All elections shall be held by secret ballot. There shall be no nominations 

Rule 95 [133] 

When ““‘x One Y 
rson or Member is to be elected and no candidate 

obtains tn the rst bal ot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taker 
which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the largest number 
of votes. If  in the second ballot the votes are equally divided, and a majority 
is required, the President shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots 
If  a two-thirds majority is required, the balloting shall be contmued until one 
candidate secures two-thirds of the votes cast; provided that, after the thirc 
inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible person or Member. I 
three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusrve, the next three ballots shal 
be restricted to the two candidates who obtained the greatest number of vote: 
in the third of the unrestricted ballots, and the following three ballots there 
after shall ,be unrestricted, and so on until a person or Member is elected 
These rovisions shall not prejudice the application,of rules 144, 145, 14; 
and 14 8 . 

Ruls 96 

ballots shall be rertricted to the candidates who obtained the greatest nutnbe 
of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a rfiunber not more that 
twice the laeea remaining to be filled, and the following three hallots there 
aftersbdl untwtrictsd,mdroonuatilJl~pla~hrwBecaAllsdT~ !I@ 
lkrwI&w ahall net gmltullea tka af@kation of rub 144145,147 ud 146 

Equblly &tided vbfes 
Rule 97 [134] 

If  a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, a second vot 
shall be taken at a subsequent meeting which shall be l&l within forty-eigll 

hours of the frst vote, and it shall be expressly mcntioncd in the agenda tha 
a second vote will be taken on the matter in question. If  this vote also result 

’ in equality, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 
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Creation 
CWTION, ~PBICERS, mc. 

Rule 98 
The General Assembly may set up such committees as it deem3 necessary 

for the performance of its functons. 

cat8goti#s of snbjmts 
Rule 99 

Items slating to the same utegory of subjects shall be referred to the 
commit& or committees dealing with that cateqory of subjects. Committees 
shall not introduce new items on their own initiative. 

P&iti#S . 
Rule loo 

Each Main Committee, taking into account the closing date for the 
session fixed by the General Assembly on the recommendation of the General 
Committee, shall adopt its own priorities and meet as may be necessary to 
complete the consideration of the items referred to it. 

The Main Committees of the General Assembly are : 
(1) Political and Searrity Committee (including the regulation of arma- 

m-nts) ; 
(2) Economic and Financial Committee; 
(3) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee; 
(4) Trusteeship Cornmitt* (including Non-Self-Governing Territories) ; 
(5) Administrative +nd Budgetary Committee; and 
(6) Legal CbmadttCC 

Bale 103 
Upon de$gnation by the Chairman of the delegation, advisers, technical 

advisers, experts or persons of similar statI’s may act as members of com- 
mittees. Persons of this status shall not, however, unless designated as alter- 
nate representatives, be eligible for appointment as Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen 
or Rapporteurs of committees or for seats in the General Assembly. 
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Rule 104 
Each committee may set up sub-commit 

Rule 105 [9d 
Each committee shall elect its own 

Rapporteur. These officers shall be elected 
graphical distribution, experience and persa 
shall be held by secret ballot. 

The Chairmcp, of a Main Committeer shall na 
Rule 1.06 [S 

The Chairman of a Main Committee sh 
of his delegation may vote in his place. 

Rde 107 [3% 
If the Chairman finds it necessary to b 

part thereof, the Vice-Chairman shall take h 
as Chairman shall have the same powers an 
officer of the committee is unable to perform 
be elected for the unexpired term. 

The Chairman shall declare the openin 
the committee, shall direct its discussions, 
accord the right to speak, put questions and 
on points of order and, subject to these rul 
the procexliags of the committee and over 
meetings. The Chairman may! in the COUI 
propod to the committee the hmitation of t 
the limitatioa of the number of times each 
queatioa, the closure of the list of speakers 
mry also propose the ruspendm or the u 
adjommeatofthedcbateon~i~ur 

RablW~l 

CONDUCT OF BU 

llalo 110 [I 
One third of thf. members of a cornmil 

resence of a majority of the members of t: 
to be put to the ,lote. 
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Sub-comdtfees 
Rule104 

Each committee may set up subcommittees, which shall elect ,tieir own 
officers. 

ojicm 
Rule 10s [94] 

Each committee shall elect its own Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Rapporteur. These officers shall be elected on the basis of equitable gee- 
graphical distribution, experience and personal competence. These elechons 
shall be held by secret ballot. 

The Chaimas of a Main Committee shd not vok 
Rule 1.06 [S?] 

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote but another manber 
of his delegation may vote in his place. 

Absence of o&m 
Rule 107 132541 

I f  the Chairman finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or any 
part thereof, the Vice-Chairman shall take his place. A Vice-Chairman acting 
as Chairman shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairnmn. If  any 
officer of the committee is unable to perform his functions, a new officer shall 
be elected for the unexpired term. 

FvnclMn.r of the Chairman 
. RnIe108[35] 

The Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting d 
the committee, shall direct its discussions, ensure observance of the.ae rulea 
accord the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions. He ahall ruk 
on points of order and, subject to these rules, shall have replete control 01 
the procecdmp of the committee and over the maintenance of order at ib 
meetings. The Chairman may! in the courde of the discussion of an item 
propok to the committee the hmitation of the time to be allowed to speakers 
the limitation of the number of thnef3 each representative may speak on an] 
question, the ckxure of the list of speakers or the clolure of the debate. Hc 
may also propose the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting or the 
ad@tuameatofthedoWeontheitemunder~ 

CONDUCT OF DUSINESS 

Quorum 
Rdo 110 [69] 

One third of tht members of a committee shall constitute a quorum. Th 

r 
rcsence of a majority of the members of the committee is, however, require 

or a question to be put to the ,/ate. 
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Speeches 

Rule 111 [70] 
No represeniative may address the committee without having previously 

obtained the permission of the Chairman. The Chairman shall call upon 
speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak. The Chair- 
man may call ir speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the subject 
under discussion. 

Precedence 

Rule 112 6711 
The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee or sub-committee 

may be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusion 
arrived at by their committee or sub-committee. 

Statements by the Secretariat 

Rule 113 [72] 
The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated by him 

as his representative, may, at any time, make oral or written statements to an7 
committee or sub-committee concerning any question under consideration ‘by it. 

Points nf order 

Rule 114 [73] 
During the discussion of any matter, a re 

of order, and the point of order shall be lmm J 
resentative may rise to a point 
lately decided by the Chairman 

in accordance with the rules of procedure. A representative ma 
against the ruli 
the vote and the 5 

of the Chairman. The appeal shall be 
r arc=1 

immediate y  put to 
airman’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority 

of the members present and voting. A representative rising to a point of order 
may not speak on the substance of the matter under discussion. 

Time limit on spe&ke~ 
Rule 115 [?4] 

Closittg of list of speakers 

Rule 116 [75] 
During the course of a debate the Chairman may announce the list of 

speakers and, with the consent of the committee, declare the list closed. Ilc 
may; however, accord the right of reply to any member if a spc~ch tlclivcred 
after he has dcclarcd the list closed makes this desirable. 
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Adjournwnf of debate 

Rule 117 [?Q] 
During the discussion of any matter, a representative nia move the 

adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In ad cl, ItIon to the 
proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour of, and two 
against, the motion, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the 
vote. The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this 
rule. 

Closure of debate 

Rule 118 [??I 
A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the 

item under discussion, whether or not any other representative has slgnified 
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall be 
accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the motion 
shall be immediately put to the vote. If the committee is in favour of the 
closure, the Chairman shall Declare the closure of the debate. The Chairman 
may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Suspetion or odjourtmtent of fhe meeting 
Rule 119 [78] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the 
suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall not be 
debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. The Chairman may limit 
the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or adjournment 
of the meeting. 

Order of procedural motions 
Rule 120 [79] 

Subject to r ult 114, the following motions shall have precedence in the 
following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting: 

(4) To suspend the meeting; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(e) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion; 
(d) For tht &sure of tht debate on the ittm under discussion. 

Proposals and tmendmtnWshshati-ny ht introduced in ~6th~ 8d 
handed to the Secretary-Genera!, who shall circulate copies to the delegations. 
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at any 
meeting of the committee unless copies of it have been circulated to all delr- 
gations not later than the day preceding tl,e meeting. The Chairman may, 
however. permit the discussion and consideration of amendmen,ts, or of 
motions as to procerlure, even though these amr’ldmcnts and motmns have 
not been circulated or have only been circulated the same day. 
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Decision.s on competence 
Rule 122 [81] 

Subject to rule 120, any motion calling for a decision on the competence 
of the General Assembly or the committee to adopt a proposal submitted to it 
shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 

Withdrawal of motions 
Rub 123 [82] 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting 
on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A 
motion which has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by any member. 

Reconsiderafion of /wo~osals 
IWe 124 [83] 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be recon- 
sidered at the same session unless the committee, by a two-thirds majority of 
the members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motion 
to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, after 
which it shall be immediatel) put to the vote. 

Voting rights 

VOTING 

RuIe 125 [84] 
Each member of the committee shall have one vote. 

Major&y required 

&de 126 [87] 
Decisions in the committees of the General Assembly shall be made by 

a majority of the members present and voting. 

Maaning of thr expression “members presettt and voGng’ 
Rule 127 [88] 

For the purposes of these ruler, the phrase “members present and votin ‘ 
mtsna mtfnbere cd 
froIn voting art cd tmd as Ilot voting. “$ 

an afhtative or negttivt vote. Mtmbtft who tbsd n 

Ride 128 [W] 
The committee shall normally vote by show of hands or by standing, but 

any representative may request a roll-call. The roll-call shall be taken in the 
English alphabetical order of the names of the members, beginning with the 
member whose name ir; drawn by lot by the Chairman. The name of each 
member shall be called in any roll-call and he shall reply “Yes”, “No” 01 
“Abstention”. ‘The result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the 
English alphabetical order of the names of the members. 
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Co&d during voting 
’ Rule 129 [sq] 

After the Chairman has announced the beginning of VC .ing, no repre- 
sentative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in connexion 
with the actual conduct of the voting. The Chairman may permit members to 
explain their votes, either before or after the voting, except when the vote is 
taken by secret ballot. The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed for 
such explanations. The Chairman shall not permit the proposer of a proposal 
or of an amendment to explain his vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Diuition of proposals and amendments 
Rule 130 [91] 

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an amendment 
shall be voted on separate1 . 
the motion for division i 

I f  objection is made to the request for division, 
s all be voted upon. Permission to speak on the 

the motion for division shall be given only to two speakers in favour and two 
speakers against. I f  the motion for division is carried, those parts of the 
proposal or of the amendment which are subsequently approved shall be put 
to the vote aa a whole. If  all operative parts of the proposal or of the amend- 
ment have been rejected, the proposal or the amendment shall be considered 
to have been rejected as a whole. 
Voting on amendments 

Rule 131 [92] 
When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be 

voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the 
committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in substance 
from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest removed 
therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the vote. 
Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the rejec- 
tion of another amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to the vote. 
If  one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be 
voted upon. A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely 
adds to, deletes from or reviser part of that proposal. 
voting on proposak 

Elections 
RuIo 133 [95] 

When only one person or tnembcr is to be elected and no caadidate 
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taken, 
which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the largest number 
of votes. If  iu the second ballot the votes are equaliy divided, and a majority 
is required, t1.e Chairman shall decide between the candidates by drawing lots. 
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Equally divided votes 

Rule 134 [97] 
If  a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the proposal 

shall be regarded as rejected. 

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Applicalions 
Rule 135 

Any State which desires to become a Member of the United Nations shall 
submit an application to the Secretary-General. This application shall contain 
a declaration, made in a formal instrument, that it accepts the obligations 
contained in the Charter. 

Nofifiatiotl of aPplications 
Rule 136 

The Secretary-General shall send for information a copy of the applica- 
tion to the General Assembly, or to the Members of the United Nations if 
the General Assembly is not in session. 

Consideration and decision by the General Assembly 

Rule 137 

If the Security Council recommends the applicant. State. for membership 
the General Assembly shall consider whether the a PhSant is a Face-!ovtng 
State and is able and willing to carry out the ob lgatlons contamed m the 
Charter, and shall decide, by a two-thirds majority of the Members present 
and voting, upon its application for membershg. 

Rule 138 
If the Security Council does not recommend the applicant State for 

membership or postpones the consideration of the application, the General 
Assembly ma , after full consideration of the special report of the Security 
fhmcil mtdb&& the application to the Securl~ Council, together with a 
f&r&d of the &cusoion In the General Assamb y, tOr further consiBmtlon 
&nd rccowrirend8tim ot fepoti~ 

Notificafion of decision and eflective dafe of membership 

Rule 139 
The Secretary-General shall inform the applicant State of the decision 

of the General Assembly. If the application is approved, membership will 
become effective on the date on which the General Assembly takes its deci- 
sion on the application. 
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XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS 

GENERAL PROVI&ONS 

Rut0 140 
Except as provided in rule 148, the term of office of members of Councils 

shall begin on 1 January following their election by the General Assembly, 
and shall end on 31 December following the election of their successors. 

Rule 141 
Should a member cease to .belong to a Council before its term of office 

expires, a by-election shall be held separately at the next session of the General 
Assembly to elect a member for the unexpired term. 

APPOINTNENT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Appointment of the Secretary-Generd 

I I Rule 142 Rule 142 
When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on the When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on the 

appointment of the Secretary-General, the General Assembly shall consider appointment of the Secretary-General, the General Assembly shall consider 
the recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in private meeting. the recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in private meeting. 

I THE SECURIIY COUNCIL . 

Annud elections 

I Rule 14W 
The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular session, 

elect three non-permanent members of the Security Council for a term of 
two yews. 

In the election of nm~t membre of the Sax&y Councit, In 
wccardencc with Article 23, pamgrsph 1, of the Charter, due vtd shall be 
specially paid, in the first instance, to the contribution of Members of the 
United Nations to the maintenance of international peace and security and 
to the other purposes of the Organisation, and also to equitable geographical 
distribution. 
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Re-eligibility 
Rule 145’1 

A retiring member of the Security Council shall not be eligible 
for immediate re-election. 

M 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Atmual elections 
Rule l%‘O 

The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular session, 
elect six members of the Economic and Social Council for a term of three years. 

Re-eligibility 

A retiring member of the Economic and Social Council shall be 
eligible for immediate re-election. 

TIIE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

Occasions for elections 
Rule 148 

When L Trusteeship Agreement has been approved and a Member of 
the United Nations has become an Administering Authority of a Trust Terri- 
tory in accordance with Article 83 or 85 of the Charter, the General Assembly 
shall proceed to such election or elections to the Trusteeship Council as may 
be necessary, in accordance with Article 86. A Member or Members elected 
at any such election at a regular session shall take office immediafely upon 
their election and shall complete their terms in accordance with the provisions 
01 rule 140, as if they had begun their terms of office on 1 January following 
their election. 

ta 
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Term of o&e and re-eligibility 
RI&I 149’4 

A non-administering member of the Trusteeship Council shall be elected 

I 

i 
for a term of three years and rhall be eligible for immediate x-election. 

Vacancks 

At cpch aeJon the General Acre.snbty &all, la rccordanee with Arti& 
$!6 6f ille.%harter, elect members to fill any vacancies. 

11 Rule reproduci~~g textually n provision of the Charter (Article 23, paragraph 2, 
last selltetlcc). 

12 Rule bad directly on : provisim of thr Ct!artcl (Article Gl, paragraph 2). 
la Rule reprduciug textually a provision of the Charter tkticle 61, paragraph 2, 

last selltetlce). 
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THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

Method of elecrion 
R&J 151 

The election of the members of the International Court of Justice shall 
take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 

Rule 152 
Any meeting of the General Assembly held in pursuance.of the Statute 

of the International Court of Justice for the pu ~oftheelechpnofmembera 
of the Court shall clontinue until as many candl ates aa are reqmred for all the 
seats to be filled have obtained in one or more ballots an absolute majority of 
votes. 

XVI. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 

Regulations for finoncinl administration 
RtIlels!t 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations for the financial admin- 
istration of the United Nations. 

Estimates of exxpenditurs 
Rule154 

No resolution inyolvin 
mittee for approval by the 0 

expenditure shall be recommended by a corn- 
neral Assembly unless it is accompanied by an 

estimate of expenditures prepared by the Secreta.iy-General. No resolution in 
respect of which expenditures are antici ated by the Secretary-Cenaal shall 
be voted by the General Assembly untr the Administrative and Budgetary *P 
Committee haa had an op 
the budget estimates of t r 

rtunity of stating th.: effect of the proposal upon 
e United Nations. 

hlfdun on the cost of rusulutions 

Rtrle188 

Advisory Committee on Admintitrutiur and Budgetary Qwstions 

Rule 156 
The General Assembly shall appoint an Advisory Committee on Admin- 

istrative and Budgetary Questions (hereinafter called the “Advisory Cbm- 
tnittee”), with a membership of nine, incl[rding at least two financial experts 
of recognized standing. 
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CompoJition of the Advisory Commiltes 

Rule 157 
The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom shall be 

nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of broad 
representation, personal qualifications and experience, and ‘p 

eographical 
sha 1 serve for 

three years corresponding to three financial years, as defined in the regulations 
for the financial administration of the United Nations. Members shall retire 
by rotation and shall be eligible for reappointment. The two financial experts 
shall not retire simultaneously. The General Assembly shall appoint the mem. 
hers of the Advisory Committee at the regular session immediately preceding 
the expiration of the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancies, 
at the next session. 

Functions of the Advisory Committee 

Rule 158 
The Advisory Committee shall be responsible for expert examination of 

the budget of’the United Nations, and shall assist the Administrative and 
Budgetary Committee of the General Assembly. At the commencement of 
each regular session it shall submit to the General Assembly a detailed report 
on the budget for the next financial year and on the accounts of the last 
financial year. It shall also examine on behalf of the General Assembly the 
administrative budgets of specialized agencies and proposals for financial 
and budgetary arrangements with such agencies. It shall perform such other 
duties as may be assigned to it under the regulations for the financial adminis- 
tration of the United Nations. 

Committer on ContkbuSons 

Rule 159 
The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Committee on Contribu- 

tions, consisting of ten membera. 

rite metnkn of tlta c.lalldm Ott Conrrlbutions, no two of wltom thaII 
bc~sd~nPma$toh,s~kKtateaontht~saibPasdgee- 
graphical representation, personal qualifications and experience, and shall 
serve for a period of three years correspondiug to three fmancia! years, as 
defined in the regulations for the financial administration of the United 
Nations. Members shall retire by rotation and shall be eligible for reappoint- 
ment. The General Assembly shall appoint the members of the Committee 
on Contributions at the regular session immcdiatcly preceding the expiration 
of the term of office of the members, or, in case of .,acancies, at the next session. 
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Funcfians of the Committee on Contributions 

Rule 161 

.., 

The Committee on Contributions shall advise the General Assembly con- 
c,zrning the apportionment, under Article 17, 
the expenses of the Organization among s 

aragraph 2, of the Charter, of 
embers, broadly according to 

capacit to pay. The scale of assessments, when once fixed by the General 
Assem L ly, shall not be subject to a general revision for at least three years, 
unless,it is ckar that there have been substantial changes in relative capacities 
to pay. The Commiitee shall also advise the General Assembly on the assess- 
ments to be fixed for new Members, on appeals by Members for a change of 
assessments, and on the action to be taken with regard to the application of 
Article 19 of the Charter. 

XVII. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Creation and rules of procedure 

Rule 162 
The General Assembly may eetablirh such subsidiary organ8 aa 

it deem8 neceeaary for the performance of its functions.” The rules 
relating to the procedure of committees of the General Assembly, as well as 
rules 4.5 and 62, shall apply to the rocedure of any subsidiary organ, unless 
the General Assembly or the subs1 lary organ decides otherwise. .f! 

XVIII. INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS 

Notes in italics 
Rule 163 

The description of the ~1~s in the table of contents and the notes in italics 
to these rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules. 

Mefhod of wendme& 

These rules of procedure ma 
Auembly taken by a majority o 1 

be amended by a decision of the General 
the Members prewnt and voting, after a 

commlttea haa9 Pnpmd on the propo8ed amendrnult. 

IsRule rcprodllelng texhla11y ‘I provIsIon of the Charter (A&l& 22).* 
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ANNEX I’ 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
METHODS AND PROCEDURES APPROVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY~ 

Cotu-i&rotion by the General Assembly of international conventions negotiated 
by conferences of government represcntarives 01 aU Member States 

13. The S cial Committee found that in the past some of the Main Com- 
mittees of the r eneral Assembly had devoted a particularly large number of 
meetings to the detailed consideration, article by article, of texts of intema- 
tional conventions, This was even the case where the text of a convention had 
been drawn up by an international conference on which all Member States 
bad Lzen represented. It was pointed out in this connexion that experience 
had shown that a Main Committee, by the very fact of its size, was net particu- 
larly fitted to draft conventions, and that when it was entrusted with the 
detailed study of conventions, it often did not have time to deal satisfactorily 
with the other questions for which it was responsible. 

The Special Committee recognizes the importance of the sponsorship of 
conventions 
General 

by the General Assembly. It believes that the authority of the 
43sembly and the powerful influence its debates have on public 

opinion should, in many cases, be used for the benefit of international co- 
operation. It therefoe- ‘avours the retention by the General Assembly of the 
necessary ireedom of action. 

The Special Committee therefore confines itself to recommending that 
when conventions have been n-gotiated b international conferences in which 
all the MemiKrs of the United Nations L ve been invited to take part, and 
on which they have been represettcd, not only by ex 
capacity but by representatives of Governments, an % 

rts acting in a personal 
when these conventions 

are subsequently submitted to the General Assembly for consideration, the 

GUMNlAIUdlY-tbtrc-~ud 
d 29 April 1W. Tb 

6tderatlon by the Gewmi Ausntbiy and ite cutlmkt*k* ~~ 
General “to prepare a document embodying the above-mmtioned recommendationa and 
suggestions in convenient form for use by the General Committee and the de!egations of 
Member States in the General Aasembl ” 
datms and suggestions of the Special 

Ir pursuance of this request. the recommen- 
23, mmlttce, as set fxth in Anwx II to resolution 

362 (IV), have been rep~cduced in this Annex. 
* Thr: paragraph twmbers refer to paragraphs of the report of the S 

F 
cial Committee. 

The full text of the report may be fowd in the Ofli&f Records of the emd Amwthly, 
Iburt/~ &s&u, Supplrnrenr No. 12, documerlt A/937. Sub-titles as well as words in 
square brackets and frwtaotcs have bee:~ inserted by the Swrctaria; for convcniet~cc of 
reference. 
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Assembly should not undertake a further detailed examination, but should 
limit itself to discussing them in a broad manner and to giving its general 
views on the instruments submitted to it, After such a debate, the General 
Assembly could, if desirable, adopt the conclusions reached by the conferences 
and recommend to Members the acceptance or ratification of such conventions. 

This procedure might be applied in particular to conventions submitted 
to the General Assembly as a result of conferences of ail Member States con- 
vened by the Economic ar;l Social Council under Article 62, paragraph 4, of 
the Charter. 

Comideratio,l by the Gewral Assembly of infcr,lafional conventions prepared 
by experts or by conferewes in wkich not all Member States take part- 

drafting of legal Irxts 

14. Furthennore, when it is proposed that the General Assembly should 
consider conventions prepared by groups of experts not acting as govern- 
mental representatives, or by conferences in which not all Members of the 
United Nations have been invited to take part, it would be advisable for the 
General Committee and the General Assembly to determine whether one of 
the Main Committees, especially the Legal Committee, would have enough 
time during the session to examine these conventions in detail, or whether it 
would be possible to set up an ad hoc committee to undertake this study during 
the session. 

If this is not possiblq, the Special Committee recommends that the Gen- 
eral Assembly should decide, after or without a general debate on the funda- 
mental principles of the proposed convention, that an ud koc committee should 
be established to meet between sessions. Alternatively, the General Assembly 
might decide to convene a couference of plenipotentiaries between two of its 
own sessions, to study, negotiate, draft, and possibly sign, the convention. 
The conference of plenipotentiaries might be empowered by the General 
Assembly to transmit the instruments directly to Governments for acceptance 
or ratification, In this case too, the General Assembly mighf, at a subsequent 
session, express its general opinion on the convention resultmg from the con- 
ference, and might recommend to Members its acceptance or ratification. 

With regard. to the drafting of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly 
recommends that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever 
possible. 

M&ngs of the Goneral Commiftor and of the Main CorntAMs 

20. In order thnt more frequent meetings of the Gentral Committee 
shoukl not delay the work of plenary and committee meetings, the spocipl 
Committee wishes to mention that it would be desirab!e for the General Com- 
mittce to be enahlctl to meet, whrnever necessary, at the same time as the 
plenary or the Main Conuuitlees. (In such cases, oue of the \‘232l’resideuts 
could take the chair at plcuary meetings and the Vice-Chairman could replace 
the Chairman ai hlaiti Committee mcetiugs.) 

The Special Conuuittcc also considers that, in or&r to save time at the 
begiuuing of the session, some of the Main Conunittecs should not wait until 
the end of the general debate before starting their work. 
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Allocation of agenda items to the Main Committees 

22. In the past, some of the Main Comniittees have been allocated more 
items requiring prolonged consideration than have others. This has especially 
been the case for the First Committee. The Special Committee noted, how- 
ever, that, during the third session of the General Assembly, exception had 
been made to the principle laid down in rule 89,a that “items relating to the 
same category of subjects shall be referred to the committee or committees 
dealing with that category of subjects”. 

The Special Committee feels that the allocation of items to committees 
might be effected in a less rigid manner and that questions which may be con- 
sidered as falling within the competence of two or more committees, should 
preferably be referred to the committee with the lightest agenda. 

Considrratiolr of agenda items in plenary meetings without prior referrttre 
to a Main Cow.mittee 

23. Another means of lightening the task of any given Main Committee 
would be to consider directly in the plenary meeting, without preliminary 
reference to committee, certain questlons which fall within the terms of 
reference of the Main Committee. This procedure would, moreover, have the 
great advantage of reducing to a notable extent repetition of debate. 

It is felt that the amount of time saved by this method would be con- 
siderable, especially if the Main Committee and plenary meetings could be 
held concurrently. 

If the Main Committee could not meet at the same time as the plenary 
meetin the fact that the Committee was not meeting would enable another 
Main E ommittee to meet in its place. 

The consideration of uestions in plenary meetin s would have tt. ~ncfit 
of the attendance of lea ers 1 of delegations and f o greater solemulty and 
publicity. The slightly higher cost to the United Nations of plenary meetings, 
due in particular to the distribution of verbatim records of the meetmgs, would 
undoubtedly be compensated by the shorter duration of the session. 

The General Committee would be responsible for suggesting ty the Gen- 
eral Assembly which items on the a 
The Special Committee % 

enda miqht bc dealt with in thrs manner. 
recommen I that thee method rhoul$ be introduced 

on an experimental basis at future seasions. 

The Special Committee is of the opinion that this procedure wc$d be 
especially appropriate for certain questions the essential aspects of which are 
already familiar to Members, such as items which have been considered by 
the General Assembly at previous sessions and which do not require either 
the presence of represenlatives of non-member States or the hearing of 
testimony. 

8 Rule 99 of the present ruks. 
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The r&la of the President of the Generd Assembly, of the Choirmen 
of committees and of the Secretariat 

39. At this point the Special Committee desires to stress once more the 
importance of the rBle of the President of the General Assembly and of the 
Chairmen of committees. The satisfactory progress of the proceedmgs depends 
essentially on their co.mpetence, authority, tact and impartiality, their respect 
for the rights both of minorities as well as majorities, and their familiarity 
with the rules of procedure. The General Assembly, or the committee, as the 
case may .be, is the master of the conduct of its own proceedings. It IS, how- 
ever, the special task of the Chairmen to guide the proceedings of these bodies 
in the best interests of all the Members. 

The Special Committee considers that everything possible should be done 
to help Chairmen in the discharge of these important functions. The President 
of the General Assembly and the General Committee should assist the Chair- / 
men of committees with their advice. The Secretary-General should place his 
experience and all his authority at their disposal. 

The Special Committee is happy to note the Secretariat’s valuable practice 
of holding daily meetings of the committee secretaries, under the chairmanship 
of the Executive Assistant to the Secretary-General, where the procedural 

% t 
uestions arising from day to day in the General Assembly and committees are 
oroughly examined. Furrhermore, the Special Committee stresses the value 

0: having, as in the past, a legal adviser from the Secretariat in attendance at 
meetings to give the Chairmen or the committees such advice as ;hey may need 
i&tzuronduct of their business and the interpretation of the rules of 
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ANNEX II’ 

METHODS AND PROCEDUB~ OF THE GBNEUL ASSEMBLY 
FORDBALING WITA LBOALANDDBAPTING QUESTIONS6 

Parr 1 

Reconwnendaiions of the Generd Aseetily 

The Generd Assmrb(~, 
. . . . . 
1. Recommends: 
(a) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a ~~ommen- 

dation to the General Assembly to request an advisory opinion from 
the International Court of Justice, the matter ey, at some appro- 
priate stage of its consideration by that Committee, be referred to 
the Sixth Committee for advice on the legal aspects and on the 
drafting of the request, or the Committee concerned may prop% 
that the matter should be considered by a joint Committee of itself 
and the Sixth Committee ; 

(b) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a rcco~a- 
dation to the General Assembly to refer a matter to the Iptema~onal 
Law Commission, the Committee 
its consideration, consult the Sixth 
of such a reference and on its drafting; 

(c) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a zeccmtnenda- 
tion for the adoption by the General Assembly of any amendment to 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the matter shall, at 
borne appropriate stage of its consideration hy that Committee, be 

Rd~dproecdurrdthc~A~~.Thc~f~~~~~ 
said anrux slut1 also set out, vertmtim, pa yP@ 19, m 2% w35, 
the re rt” of the Special Conunittec ( fluto! Records 

r 
o 

.%wtti &mm, Annexes, agwdo iten~ 53, docuownt M2174 . The text of the afore- 
f the zwh Aartnbly, 

tncntioned recomnwndations of the Gerwal Assembly is accordingly reproduced in part 1, 
ad that of the specified paragraphs of the report of the Special Conunittce irl part 2, 
of this annex. 

s The paragraph rurnbers refer to paragraphs of the report of the Special Cownittee. 
Sub-titles as well as words ill square brackets atld footuotcs have Itea, iosertd by the 
Secreta& for coiWxiew2e of reference. 



referred to the Sixth Committee for advice on the drafting of such 
amendment and of any consequential amendment; 

(d) That, when a Committee considers the legal aspects of a question 
important, the Committee should refer it for legal advice to the Sixth 
Committee or propose that the question should be considered by a 
joint Committee of itself and the Sixth Committee. 

Parf 2 

Excerpts from the re ort o the Special Commiftee for the Consideration 
of Methods and k d rote ures of the General Assembly for Dealing 

with Legal and Drafting Questions 

Allocation of agenda items to the Main Committees 

19. As to the first of those problems [namely, the allocation of agenda 
items to the Main Committees by the General Assembly at the outset of each 
session the Special Committee recalled that rule 97s of the rules of proce- 
dure o I* the General Assembly provided that “Items relating to the same 
category of subjects shall be referred to the committee or committees dealing 
with that category of subjects . . .I’. It also noted that a recommendation of 
the Special Committee on Methods and Proceduies, approved by the General 
Assembly in resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the rules 
of pmedure, provided that ‘I. . . questions which may be considered as falling 
within the competence of two or more committees should preferably be 
referred to the committee with the lightest agenda”. 

20. In view of those provisions, the present Special Committee did not 
find it necessary to make any formal recommendation on the allocation of 

i! 
enda itema at the opening of each session. It was confident that the General 

ommittee, in making recommendations to the General Assembly on the 
distrrdution of agenda items, would continue to bear in mind the Sixth Com- 
mittee’s function, laid down in rule 101’ of the rules of procedure, as the 
Legal Commit+ 

Drafting of complex lrgal im.rlrwmtnts 

29. During the course of the disc&on [on the question of the draftin 
inatrusnenb ruch aa international agreements, statutes o Bi 

~~~~~~~n* pointal out that the Spedal Conunittee on Methods 
ha 13 and 14 of its 

Awanbly r6SDl~tion~, of 22 October 
rt, 

1 3 
approved by Gene& 

and annexed to the rub 
of procedure,s made certain recommendations concerning the drafting of 
conventions, and concluded : “With reg.lrd to the drafting of legal texts, the 
Special Committee strongly recommends that small drafting committees should 
be resorted to whenever possible”. 

OR& 990f the present rules. 
‘Rule 101 of the present rules. 
osee page 31. 
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Drafting of General Assembly resolutionslo 

3.5, In addition to the above pro 
r 

sals, the United Kingdom submitted 
a dr& (A/AC.60/L.22) which prove ed for periodic meetings of the ra 

r- teurs of Committees with the competent officials of the Secretariat tb esta rsh, 
in ‘~0 far as practicable, common methods of drafting and to ensure that in 
general the drafting of resolutions was satisfactory from the point of view of 
style, form and the use of technical terms. 

36. It was pointed orlt that there might be certain practical difficulties in 
arranging for periodic meetings of rapporteurs. The Special Committee 
decided to make no formal recornmendatlon on the subject: nevertheless, the 
Committee believes that it is desirable that informal consultation should take 
‘lace from time to time between the various rapporteurs and officials of the 
B ecretariat for the purpose described in the Unjted Kingdom proposal. 

Reports oj the Secretary-General under General Assembly resolufion 362 (IV) 

37. The United Kingdom submitted a draft proposal (A/AC.6O/L.23) 
suggesting that the Secretary-General should be requested to furnish to the 
General Assembly an annual report on the matters dealt with by the Special 
Committee, indicating to what extent the Assembly or its Committees had 
succeeded during the year in realizing the objectives aimed at and suggesting 
any appropriate adjustments br improvements in the methods and procedures 
involved. 

38. During the discussion, the representative of the Secre!a -General 
recalled that the General Assembly, in paragraph 6 of resolutions ?k (IV) 

0 This proposal MAC.6O/L.18) rovided : 
“That, in prince e, the drafting o dl claurer, texta or inrtrumcnt, of the followfng 4 f 

kinds dxndd be either carried out, or, at some appropriate &age, rcvicwzd, by a baly 
of “ii” legdly qud+d to do no 

o Any regohtson for adoption by the Gcncnl Aaaembly; 
“ b The termr of reference, function, and powers of tubsidiary organ, or tribunals 

hereafter aat up by the Genrd Ataembly ; 
“(c) Algr COIWO~~, d&tion, l peoment or other dmhr fntsmrtiond in&u- 

~tdrrwaup~thcaurpl~oftheGpnuaAtrsnbty,mdthr~drNdt 
is to lm &e&d by the AsMmbi 
the United N~OIU u an Or nx 

ksolf, blcludlng urccmcntsoefnct-towhkh 
aionlctobcrputy:’ 

lePr~sal by El Sdvador (A/AC.WL.aD) which wu withdrawn in favour of a 
revised text (A/AC.~~/L.~~/RCV.~) incorpornt’zg nmendmcnts by the United Kingdom 
(A/hC.WL.Zl), Belgium and Egypt. This feviscd text, which was worded as follows, 
was included in the recommendations of the Special Committee to the General Assembly : 

“(e) That, normally, the Chairman of B Gnnmittcc, shall, at the appropriate time, 
call upon the Vice-Chairmnn and the Rap 
ing, in consultntion with the competent OtY. 

rtenr to join him for the purpose of 
P 

rocced- 
iclals of the Secretariat, to examine t ,c draft 

resolutions front the point of view of style, form and the use of technical tcrrn3, and, whul 
appropriate, to suggest to the Committee such changes as they deem necessary.” 

37 
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of 22 October 1949, had requested the Secretary-General “to carry out appro- 
priate studies and to submit, at such times as he may consider appropriate, 
suitable proposals for the improvement of the methods and procedures of the 
General Assembl and its committees. .‘I. It was pointed out that the 
Secretary-Gener J was much concerned with improving the procedures and 
methods of the Assembly and that there was no need *x a new resolution 
requesting reports on that subject. 

39. The Special Committee agreed that the points covered by the United 
Kingdom draft could be included when advisable in reports of the Secretary- 
General under resolution 362 (IV) ; such reports should be submitted at the 
a propriate times, and at reasonably frequent intervals. Consequently, the 
5. mted Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Committee makes no formal 
recommendation on the subject 
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ANNEX III ‘1 

PROCRDIJREFORTHE EXAMINATION OF REPORTS AND PETITIONS 
RELATING TOTHE TERRITORY OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

Special rules adopted by the General Assembly at ifs ninth session 

PROCEDURE WITH REGARD TO REPORTS 

Special rule A: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the 
Committee on South West Africa the report on South West Africa submitted 
to the Committee by the Union of South Africa (or a report on conditions in 
the Territory of South West Africa prepared by the Committee in accordance 
with parap;raph 12 (c) of General Assembly resolution 749 A (VIII) ), 
together with the observations of the Committee on the report as well as the 
comments of the duly authorized representative of the Union of South Africa, 
should that Government decide to follow the General Assembly’s recom- 
mendation and appoint such a representative. 

Spocid rJe B: The General Assembl shall, as a rule, be guided by the 
observations of the Committee on South x est Africa and shall base its con- 
clusions, as far as possible, on the Committee’s observations. 

PROCBDURE WITH REGARD TO PETITIONS 

special rule C: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the 
Committee on South West Africa a report with regard to petitions submitted 
to it. The summary records of the meetings at which the petitions were 
discussed ahall be attached. 

spcc&al rule D: The General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the 
conclusions of the Committee on South West Africa and shall base its own 
conclusions, as far as possible, on the conclusions of the Committee. 

PRIVATE MEETINGS 

Sprcid rule E: Having regard to :ule 62 of the rules of procedure of the 
&nerd Auembly, meetings at which dedsionr concerning person, are con- 
ridered &all be held in private. 

VOTING PROCEDURE 

Special rule F: Decisions of the General Assembly on 
to reports and petitions concerning the Territory of South $4 

uestious relating 
est Africa shall 

be regarded as important questions within the meaning of Article 18, para- 
graph 2, ot the Charter of the United Nations. 

11 See resolution 844 (IX) of 11 October 1954. 
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