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I INTROWCTION 

I 
The General Assembly, during its second regular session, adopted, by 

resolution 173 (II) of 17 November 1947, revised rules of procedure replac- 
26 ing the provisional rules adopted by the General Assembly at its first regular 

session on the basis of a text drawn up by the Preparator Commission. 
g i These rules of procedure entered into force on 1 January 19 d (A/520). At 

the same session the General Assembly, by resolutior 116 (II) of 21 Novem- 
1 her 1947, adopted for inclusion in its rules of procedure, revised rules govern- 

ing the admission of new Members. 
At the third regular session of the General Assembly, the rules conceruing 

g’ the working languages of the General Assembly were amended by resolution 
262 (III) of 11 December 1948. 

I At its fourth regular session, the General Assembly, acting upon the 
report of a Special Committee on Methods and Procedures,’ approved, by 
resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, various amendments and additions 

27 i to its rules of procedure and decided that these amendments and additions 
27) should enter into force on 1 Tanuan, 1950. Bv the same resolution several r 

of the recommendations and suggestions of the Special Committee were 
adopted by the General Assembly, and the Secretary-General was requested 
to prepare a document embodyin 

i 
these recommendations and su@stions 

in a ,mvenient form for use by t e General Committee and the delegations 
of Member States in the General Assembly. The text of these rccommen- 
dations and sugeestions of the Special Committee will be found in annex I 
to the present edition of the rules. 

At the fifth remtlar sesaion. several amendments and additions to the 
rules of procedure were adopted by the General Assembly in the annex to 
resolution 377 A (V) entitled “Uniting for Peace”. By resolution $75 (V), 
a new rule 84As was adopted concerning the majority required for decisions 
of the General Assembly -on amendmenta to pro- 
questions and on parts of such proposals put to it 

IX& r&ting to important 
e vote aeparntcly, 

ix 



the terms of these recommendations “shall be embodied as an annex to the ’ 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly” and that “the said annex shall 
also set cmt, verbatim, paragraphs 19, 20, 29, 30, 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of the 
report of the Special Committee”. The text of the recommendations and the 
specified parts of the report of the Special Committee are accordingly repr+ 
duced in annex II to the present edition of the rules. 

By resolution 689 A (VII) of 21 December 1952, the General Assembly j 
established a Special Committee to consider, together with any other relevant 1 
information presented by Member States, a memorandum submitted by the 
Secretary-General to the seventh session on measures to limit the duration i 
of regular sessions of the General Assembly. By resolution 689 B (VII) of i 
the same date, the General Assembly adopted an amendment to rule 2 of its 
rules of 
session, I! 

rocedure whereby the Assembly would, at the beginning of each j 
x a “closing” date for the session rather than a “target” date for 1 

the closing of the session. 
At its eighth session, the General Assembly examined the report of the I 

Special Committee and, by resolution 791 (VIII) of 23 October 1953, !  
amended rules 38 and 35 relating to the composition of the General Com- 
mittee, and rule 98,’ relating to priorities in the consideration of items in the : 
Main Committees. 

The present revised edition of the rules of procedure embodies tlx 
amendments and additions adopted b 
including its eighth session. Owing to t i 

the General Assembly up to ant 
e insertion by the General Assembl) 

of new rules smce the last edition of the rules of procedure was issued ir 
19.51, the rules in the present edition have been renumbered as necessary 

1 July l95? 
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Explanatory Note 

1. Rules 49, 84, 85, 87, 145, 147, and 162, which reproduce 
textually provisions of ti,e Charter, are printed in heavy type and 
are, in addition, provided with a footnote. A footnote has also been 
added in the case of other rules which, while based directly on pro- 
visions of the Charter, do not reproduce those provisions textually. 

2. Figures indicated between square brackets in sections deal- 
ing with rules for plenary meetings refer to identical or correspond- 
ing rules for committee meetings, and vice versa. 

3. Attention is drawn to rule 163, ,which provides: “The 
description of the rules in the table of contents and the notes in 
italics to these rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of 
the rules”. 

xi 
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WLES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

I. SESSIONS 

REGULAR SESSIONS 

Iale of steeling 
Rule 1' 

The General, Assembiy shall meet every year in regular session com- 
llencing on the third Tuesday in September. 

Rule 2 
On the recommrndation of the General Committee, the General Assembly 

ihall, at the beginning of each session, fix a closing date for the session. 

he of fneetiflg 
Rule 3 

Sessions shall be held at the Headquarters of the United Nations unless 
:onvened elsewhere in pursuance of a decision of the General Assembly at a 
lrevious session or at the request of majority of the Members of the United 
Nations. 

Rule 4 
Any Member of the United Nations may, at leant one hundred and 

twenty days before the date fixed for the opening of a regular session, request 
:hat the session be held elsewhere than at the Headquarters of the United 
Nations. The Secretary-General shall immediately communicate the r uest, 
together with his recommendations, to the other Members of the 3 nited 
Nations. If  within thirty da 
of the Members concur In t K 

I of the date of thir communication a ma ority 
dl e requert, the session ahall be held accor n&y, 

Noti~c~n of udon 
Iwas 

The he?etuy-h@d ah& n&y the Matte of the United N&tens, 
at least sixty days in advance, of the opening of a regular session. 

scssiun to 

20). 



SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Summoning by fhe General Assembly 

Rule 7 * 
The General Assembly may fix a date for a special se&on. 

Summoning on request from the Security Council or Members 

Rule 8 
(a) Special sessions of the General Assembly shall be held within fiftec 

days of the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for such a sessic 
from the Security Council, or of a request from a majority of the Membe 
of the United Nations, or of the concurrence of a majority of Members 
provided in rule 9. 

(b 
tion 37 z 

Emergency special sessions pursuant to General Assembly resol 
A (V) shall be convened within twenty-four hours of the receipt I 

the Secretary-General of a request for such a session from the Securi 
Council, on the vote of any seven members thereof, or of a request from 
majority of the Members of the United Nations expressed by vote in t 
Interim Committee or otherwise, or of the concurrence of a majority 
Members as provided in rule 9. 

Request by Members 

Rule 9 
(a) Any member of the United Nations may request the Secretar 

General to summon a s ecial session. The Secretary-General shall immedktc 
inform the other Mem & rs of the United Nations of the request and inqui 
whether they concur in it. I f  within thirty days of the date of the commul 
cation of the Secretary-General a mnjorlty of the Members concur in t 
requert, a SpeCki 6e66ion of the &netPl Assembly 6hau be summoned 
accordance with rule 8. 

(b) m6 Nh 6hal1 apply also to a request by any Member for an em{ 

F 
ncy rpecial ‘Sewion 

ecretary-GeUe4 6 hii 
urruant to resolution 377 A (V), In such a case I 
1 communicate with the other Membera by the mc 

GXpedttlOUO Rlcul6 of COVlllUUiCeti~!l nvorthbk, 

of tlm .wafad mkl t3pmKj~f ~-Qieklsessr6lrsimli~ 
at the request of the Security Council, and, at least ten davs in advance, 
the case 6t a request by n majority of the Members or the’concurrence o 
majority in the request ol any hlc~~~her. 111 the case of ati enmgency spec 

session convct~etl pursuant to rule 8 (O), the Secretary-General shall no1 
the Members of the Ilnitetl Nations at least twelve hours in advance of 
opening of the session. 

Nofifcafion 

Copies 
other print 
referred to 

Provisional 

The PI 
Secretary-G 
at least sixt 

The pr 
(4 I+ 
(b) RI 
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Rffiu~h~ AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

‘,‘otificofion to other bodies 

Rule 11 
Copies of the notice summoning each session shall be addressed to all 

)ther principal organs of the United Nations and to the specialized agencies 
,cferred to in Article 57, paragraph 2, of the Charter. 

Drotisional age& 

II. AGENDA 

REGULAR SESSIONS 

Rule 12 
The provisional agenda for a regular session shall be drawn up by the 

Secretary-General and communicated to the Members of the United Nations 
rt least sixty days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 13 
The provisional agenda of a regular session shall include: 
(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization ; 
(b) Reports from the Security Council, 

the Economic and Social Ccuncil, 
the Trusteeship Council, 
the International Court of Justice, 
thesubsidiary organs of the Genera1 Assembly, 
specfalired agencies (where such reports are called for 

under agrcesnmts entered into) ; 
(c) All items the inclusion of which has been ordered by the General 

Aaaembly at a previous scaaion ; 

(h! AlI items pro 
by States not E 

sed under Article 35, paragraph 2, of the Charter 
elllbers of the Unit4 Nntiorls. 

SWlentetrtory itemi 

Rule 14 
Any Mcmher or principal orgau of the United Nntiotls or the Secretaly- 

~cncral may, at le;tst thirty days before the tlatc Gxctl for the opening of a 
rC@lar session, request the inclusion of supplelucntnry itelns in the agentla. 

3 



These items shall be placed on a supplementary list, which shall be commu- 
nicated to the Members of the United Nations at least twenty days before 
the date fixed for the opening of the session. 

Additiond items 
Rule15 

inclusion in the agenda less 
session or during a regula 
General Assembly so decide 
No additional item may be 
was placed on the agend 
majority of the Members 
committee has reported 

SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Provkiond aged3 
Rule16 

siond agenda of a sp 
the Members, or the concurrence of a m 
shall be communicated at least ten d 

The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist o 
items proposed for consideration in the request for the hctkiing 0 

Supplementary items 
Rule18 

Additional items 
Rule19 



_ ,..._._ - . ,  *-_I..-----*--- 

REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Explanatory memormda 
Rule 20 

All items proposed far inclusion in the agenda shall be accompanied by 
an explanatory memorandum and, if possible, by basic documents or by a 
draft resolution. 
Approval of the agenda 

Rule 21 
At each session the provisional agenda and the supplementary list, 

together with the report of the General Committee thereon, shall be submitted 
to the General Assembly fixr approval as soon as possible after the opening 

Ammdmmi and deletion of items 
Rule 22 

Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the General Assembly 
by a majority of the Members present and voting. 
Debate on inclusion of items 

Rule 23 

Modificatbn of the allocation of rxpenses 
Rule 24 

III. DELEGATIONS 



IV. CREDENTIALS 

Rule 27 
The credentials of representatives, and the names of members of a 

delegation shall be submitted to the Secretary-General if possible not less than 
one week before the date fixed for the opening of the session. The credentials 
shall be issued either by the Head of the State or Government or by the 
Mister for Foreign Affairs. 

Rule 28 
A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginning of each 

session. It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed by the 
General Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Committee shall elect 
its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of representatives and report 
without delay. 

Pr* a&nk&n to a session 
Rule 29 

Any representative to whose admission a Member has made objection 
shall be seated provisionally with the same rights as other representatives, 
until the Credentials Committee has reported and the General Assembly has 
given its decision. 

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Tempomy President 
Rule 30 

At the opening of each session of the General Assembly the Chairman of 
that delegation from which the President of the previous session was elected 
shall preside mitil the General Assembly has elected a President for the session. 

EZections 
Rule 31 

The General Assembly shall elect’s President and seven Vice-Presidents, 
who shall hold oflice until the close of the session at which they are elected.’ 
The Vice-Presidents shall be elected, after the election of the Chairmen of 
the six Main Committees referred to in rule 101, on the basis of ensuring the 
representative character of the General Ccimmittee. 

Acting President 
Rule 32 [lo?] 

If the President finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or any 
part thereof, he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to take his place. 

4 Rule bssed diyctb on a Provision of the Charter (Article 21, second sentence). 



Rule 33 [lo?] 
A Vice-President acting as President shall have the same powers and 

duties as the President. 

Reeplacewwnt of the President 
Rule 34 [107] 

If the President is unable to perform his functions, a new President shah 
be elected for the unexpired tern. 

Gentml powers of the President 
Rule 35 [lOS] 

In addition to exercising the powers which are conferred upon him else- 
where by these rules, the President shall declare the opening and closing of 
each plenary meeting of the session, shall direct the discussions’ in plenary 
meeting, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put 
questions and announce decisions. He shall rule on points of order, and, 
subject to these rules, shall have complete control of the proceedings at any 
meeting and over the maintenance of order thereat. The President may, in 
the course of the discussion of an item, propose to the General Assembly the 
limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the number 
of times each representative may speak on any question, the closure of the list 
of speakers or the closure of the debate. He may also propose the suspension 
or the adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment of the debate on the 
item under discussion. 

Rule36 [10!2] 
The President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the author- 

ity of the General Assembly. 

i The President shall not vote 
I Rule 37 [106] 

1 
The President, or Vice-President acting as President, shall not vote but 

shall appoint another member of his delegation to vote in his place. 
/ 

VI. GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Rule38 
The General Committee shall comprise the President df the General 

Assembly, who shall preside, the seven Vice-Presidents, the Chairmen of the 
six Main Committees and the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Political Committee 
when one is established. No two members of the General Committee shall be 
members of the same delegation, and it shall be so constituted as to ensure 
its representative character. Chairmen of other committees upon which all 

i Members have the right to be represented and which are established by the 
General Assembly to meet during the session, shall be entitled to attend 
meetings of the General Committee and.may participate without vote in the 

j discussions. 

7 



Substitute members 
Rule 39 

& revision of resolutions of fh 

If a Vice-President of the General Assembly finds it necessary 
B 

absent during a meeting of the General Committee he may designate a me The General Committee may 
of his delegation as his substitute. The Chairman of a Main Comm General Assembly, changing their 
of the Ad HOC Political Committee shall, in case of absence, design changes shall be reported to the G 
Vice-Chairman of the Committee as his substitute. A Vice-Chairman 
have the right to vote if he is of the same delegation as another m VII. SE 
the Committee. 

Functions 
Duties of the Secretary-General 

Rule 40 B 

The General Committee shall, at the beginning of each session The Secretary-General shall a 
General Assembly,6 its committees 
member of the staff to act in his pl, 

Duties of the Secretariat 
E 

The Secretariat shall receive, 
reports and resolutions of the Gem 

inclusion of which has been recon 
interpret speeches made at the m 
summary records of the session; ha 
the documents in the archives of t 
of the meetings; distribute all dot 
Members of the United Nations, 
which the General Assembly may 1 

Annud report of the Secretary-Gti 

A 
The Secretary-General shall r 

mentary reports as are required, to 
Organization.6 He shall communic 
the United Nations at least forty-fi 

fW@m#on cmdet A&b 12 of thr 
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6 Kde r’cprcxlucing textually n pros 
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Fofind revision of resolutions of the General Assembly 

Rule 44 
The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by the 

General Assembly, changing their form but not their substance. Any such 
changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its consideration. 

VII. SECRETARIAT 

Duties of the Secretary-General 
Rule 45 

The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the 
General Assembly,s its committees and sub-committees. He may designate a 
member of the staff to act in his place at these meetings. 

Rule 46 
The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required by 

the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs which it 
may establish. 
Duties of the Secretariat 

Rule 41 
The Secretariat shall receive, translate, print and distribute documents, 

reports and resolutions of the General Assembly, its committees and organs: 
interpret speeches made at the meetings; prepare, print and circulate the 
summary records of the session; have the custody and proper preservation of 
the documents in the archives of the General Assembly; 
of the meetings; distribute all documents of the Genera P 

ublish the reports 

Members of the United Nations, and, generally, 
Assembly to the 

which the General Assembly may require. 
perform all other work 

Annual report of tke Secretary-Gem& 

R&i 48 
The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such supple- 

mentary reports as are rquired, to the General Assembly on the work of the 
@ganization.s He shall communicate the annual report to the Members of 
the United Nations at leaat forty-five days before the opening of the reuion, 

~M#don ccndw Ad& 12 of the Ckw&r 
..:;. _.. 

, oeuig clealt wrth by the Security Council, and shall similarly notify 
the General Assembly, or the Members of the ITnited Nations if the 

1 thP ; General Assembly is not in session, immediately the Security Council 
1 thc F ceases to deal with such matters. 
cc at : ___ 

(Ii* j L I<ulc based directly 011 a provision of the Cllartrr (Article 9X). 
BKule reproducing textually a provision of the C’hartcr (Article 12. paragraph 2). 
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Regulations concerning fhe Secretariat 
Rule SO’ 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the staff of 
A 

The Journal 
the Secretariat. languages. 

: Langunge Of resoi 

VIII. LANGUAGES 1 

Oficial and working languages .! All resolution 

Rule 51 
e in the official lanl 
i document shall be 

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official :i 
languages of the General Assembly, its committees and sub-committees. t Publications in la 
English, French and Spanish shall be the working languages. 

R 
lnterbretation from a workina lanauaae a Documents o 

,  ”  “W 

Rule 52 
.i shall, if the Gcner 
H than the official 1: 

Speeches made in any of the working languages shall he interpreted into { 
the other two working languages. 

Interpretation from ojicial tangrrages 
Rule 53 

Speeches made in either of the other two officinl languages shall be 
interpreted into the three working languages, 

Interpretation from other languages 
Rule 54 

Any representativq may make a speech in a language other than the 
official languages. In-tins case, he shall himself provide for interpretation into 
one of the working Ian a 
by the interpreters of t e Kt 

es. Interpretation into the other workmg languages 
ecretariat may be based on the interpretation givea 

in the first working language. 

Verbah records 

Verbatim ret 
Secretariat and s 
President. Verbal 
Main Committees 
or sub-committee! 

Resolntions 

Resolutions I 
by the Secretary4 
days after the ter 



Language of Journal 

Rule 57 

ma-2 staff of The Journal of the General Assembly shall be issued in the working 
languages. 

Language of resolutions and irnpo! font documents 

Rule 58 

‘\ he official ,: 
-x-nmittees. !. 

-reted into 

s shall be 

- than the 
eation into 

1 anguagcs 
-*ion pjvea 

s . - - . . - -  ..i 

All resolutions and other important documents shall be made available 
in the official languages. Upon the request of any representative, any other 
document shall be made available in any or all 0: the official languages. 

Publications in languages other than the oficial languages 

Rule 59 

Documents of the General Assembly, its committees and sub-committees, 
shall, if the General Assembly so decides, be published in any languages other 
than the official languages. 

Verbatim records 

IX. RECORDS 

Rule 68 
Verbatim records of all plenary meetings shall be drawn up by the 

Secretariat and submitted to the General Assembl 
President. Verbatim records shall also be made o r 

after approval by the 
the proceedings of the 

Main Committees established by the General Assembly. Other committees 
or sub-committees may decide upon the form of their records. 

Resoltttions 

Rule61 
Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly shall be communicated 

by the Secretary-General to the IvIemberr of the Umted Nation8 within fifteen 
days after the termination of the session. 

X. BUBLIC ANL) BRIVATE bdEJ3TINGS: PLENARY MEZTINGS; 

Rule 62 

11 
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Private meetings 

Rule 63 
All decisions of the General Assembly taken at a private meeting shall 

be announced at an early public meeting of the General Assembly. At the 
close of each private meeting of the Main Committees, other committees and 
sub-committees, the Chairman may issue a communique through the 
Secretary-General, 

XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR MEDITATION 
Invitation to silent prayer or meditation 

Rule 64 
Immediately after the o 

ately preceding the closing o r 
ning of the first plenary meeting and immedi. 

the final plenary meeting of each session of the 
General Assembly, the President shall invite the representatives to observe 
one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or meditation. 

XII. PLENARY MEETINGS 
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Emergency special sessions 
Rule 65 

Notwithstanding the provisions of an other rule and unless the General 
Assembly decides otherwise, the Assemb y, in case of an emergency special r 
session, shall convene in plenary session only and proceed directly to consider 
the item proposed for consideration in the request for the holding of the 
sessron, wtthout 
committee ; the 5 

revious reference to the General Committee or to any other 
resident and Vice-Presidents for such emergency special 

sessions shall be, respectively, the Chairmen of those delegations from which 
were elected the President and Vice-Presidents of the previous session. 
Report of thr Secretmy-General 

Rule 66 
Pro 

one of tr 
sals to refer any portion of the report of the Secretary-General to 

e Main Committees without debate shall be decided upon by the 
General Aswnbly without previous reference to the General Committee. 
R&raus to ctitec~ 

hb 67 

Discussion of committee reports 
Rule 68 

Quorum 

A majorit! 
quorum. 
Speeches 

No repres 
previously obta 
upon speakers 
President may 
subject under I 
Precedcncc 

The Chair 
precedence for 
committee. 
Stote~~~ents by 

The Secre 
him as his repr 
ments to the t. 
by it. 
Poi&s of order 

During th 

F 
int of order, 

resident in RI 
appeal against 
put to the vote 
majorit of thm 
point o r order I 

T&e titnir on 

The Gem3 

crosi,lg of rist 

Discussion of a report of a Main Committee in a plcnnry meeting of the : 
General Assembly shall take place if at least one-third of the hlembcrs 
present and voting at the plenary meeting consitlcr such a discussion to i)c I 
ncccssary. Any prol~al to this clfcct shall not be tlcbatctl, hut shall bc iimuc- , 
diately put to the vote. 
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Rule 69 [llO] 
A majority of the Members of the General Assembly shall constitute a 

quorum. 
Speechrs 

Rule 70 [ill] 
No representative may address the General Assembly without having 

previously obtained the permission of the President. The President shall call 
upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak. The 
President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the 
subject under discussion. 
Precedcncc 

Rule 71 [112] 
The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee may be accorded 

precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusion arrived at by their 
committee. 
Sfafenaents by the Secr&viaf 

Rule 72 [113] 
The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated by 

him as his representative, may, at any time, make either oral or written state- 
ments to the General Assembly concerning any question under consideration 
by it. 

Poittis of order 
Rule 73 [I141 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise to a 

Pp 
int of order, and the point of order shall be Immediately decrded by the 

resident in accordance with the rules of rocedure. A re 
s P 

resentative may 
appeal against the ruling of the President. he appeal ehal be immediately 
put to the vote and the President’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by a 
majorit 

Y 
of the Members resent and voting. A representative rising to a 

point o order may not spea 5: on the substance of the matter under discussion. 



Adjournment of debate 
Rula 76 [ll?] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition to 
proposer of the motion, two representatives may s ak in favour of, and 
agamst, the motion, after which the motion shall e immediately put to ge 
vote. The President may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under 
rule. 

Closure of debate 
Rule 77 [118] 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on 
item under discussion, whether or not any other representative has signi 
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate s 
be accorded only to two speakers opposin 
shall be immediately put to the vote. If  t f  

the closure, after which the mo 
e General Assembl 

the closure! the President shall declare the closure of the de i: 
is in favou 

ate. The Pr 
dent may hmit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Suspension OY adjournment of the meeting 
Rule 78 [119] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall not 
debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. The President may li 
the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or adjomnn 
of the meeting. 

Order of procedural motbns 
Rule 79 [120] 

Subject to rule 73, the following motions shall have precedence in 
following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting: 

(a) To a.uspend the meeting; 
(b) Toadjoum the me&&g; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the itam under discussion ; 
(d) For the &we of the debate on the item under discussion. 
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D&ions 011 co.npetencs 
Rule 81 ri22i 

Subject to rule 79, any motion call& for a decision on the competence 
of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall be put to 
the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 
Wilhdrawal of tuofions 

Rule 82 [123] 
A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting on 

it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A motion 
which has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by any Member. 
Reconsideration of proposnls 

Rule 83 11241 
When a proposal has been adopted 0; rejected it may not be reconsidered 

at the same session unless the General Assembly, by a two-thirds majority nt 
the Members present and voting. so decides. Permission to speak on a motion 
to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, 
aftei which it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

VOTING 

Voting rights 
Rule 84 9 [ 1251 

Each Member of the General Assembly shall have one vote. 
Two-thirds majority 

Rule 85 8 
Decisions of the General Assembly on important questions ohall 

be- made by a two-thirds ma ority of the Members present and voting. 
Those quootionr ohall inclu d l : rocommondationo with respect to the 
maintonanco of Intomational peace and security, the election of the 
son-pormanont mombers of tho Security Council, the aloction of the 
mombors of tho Economic and Social Councfl, tho eloetion uf momhoro 
of the Truaeeship Council in accordance with paragraph 1 c of Article 
86 of tho Chartor, the rdmirrion of new Memberr to tho Unitod Nations, 
tbo sum 
slon of 

ondon of the rights and privilogm of momborohip, tho oxpul- 
% omboru, quootiono roloting to the operation of the Trus~ohip 

Syatom, and budgetary quootions. 
Rllhs86 

Simple tna]ority 

Decisions of the General Assetnbly on questions other than those 
provided for in rule 85, including the dctertnination of additional catc- 
gories of rluestions to bc dccidcd by a two-thirds majority, shall bc 
made by a majority of the Members present and voting, 
__- 



Meaning of the expression ‘Members present and votin# 
Rule 8.3 11271 

For the purpose of these rules, the phrase “Members present and voting” 
means Members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Members which ab- 
stain from voting are considered as not voting. 

Method of VOWERS 

Rule 89 11281 
The General Assembly shall normally vote by show of hands or by stand- 

ing, but any representative may request a roll-call. The roll-call shall be taken 
in the English alphabetical order of the names of the Members, beginning 
with the Member whose name is drawn by lot by th? President. The name of 
each Member shall be called in any roll-call and one of its representatives shall 
reply ‘Yes “, “No” or “Abstention”. The result of the voting shall be inserted 
in the record in the English alphabetical order of the names of the Members. 

Conduct during voting 
Rule 90 [129] 

After the President has announced the beginning of voting, no representa- 
tive shall interrupt the voting except on a ,point of order in connexion with the 
actual conduct of the voting. The President may permit Members to explain 
their votes, either before or after the voting, except when the vote is taken by 
secret ballot. The President may limit the trme to be allowed for such explana- 
tions. The President shall not permit the proposer of a proposal or of an 
amendment to explain his vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Dhision .of proposals and amendments 
Rule 91 [130] 

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an amendment 
shall be voted on separately, If objection is made to the request for division, 
the motion tir division shall be voted upon. Permission to speak on the 
motion for division shall be given only to two speakers in favour and two 
speakers against. If the motion for division is carried, those parts of the pro- 
posal or of the amendment which are subsequently approved shall be put to the 
vote as a whole. If all operative parts of the proposal or of the amendment 
have been rejected, the proposal or the amendment shall be considered to have 
been rejected as a whole. 

Voting on amemhwnts 
Rule92 11311 

When an amenL!ent is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be 
voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the 
General Assembly shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in’ 
substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest 
removed therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the 
vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the 
rejection of another amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to ‘the 
vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then 
be voted upon. A motion ‘is considered an amendment to a proposal if it 
merely adds to, deletes from or revises part of that proposal. 
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voting on proposrJs 
Rule 9; [132] 

If  two or more roposals relate to the same question, the General Assem- 
bl 

h. 
shall, unless it ecides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in s 

w vh they have been submitted. The General Assembly may, after each vote 
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 
Elections 

Rule 94 [105] 
All elections shall be held by secret ballot. There shall be no nominations. 

Rule 95 [133] 

When ““i One 
rson or Member is to be elected and no candidate 

obtains m the ? rst bal ot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taken 
which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the largest number 
of votes. If  in the second ballot the votes are e 
is required, the President shall decide between t ?l 

ually divided, and a majority 
e candidates by drawing lots. 

I f  a two-thirds majority is required, the balloting shall be contmued until one 
candidate secures two-thirds of the votes cast; provided that, after the third 
inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible person or Member. If  
three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall 
be restricted to the two candidates who obtained the greatest number of votes 
in the third of the unrestricted ballots, and the following three ballots there- 
after shall .be unrestricted, and so on until a person or Member is elected. 
These 
and 14 B 

rovisions shall not prejudice the application of rules 144, 145, 147 
. 

Rule 96 
When two or more elective places are to b& filled at one time under the 

EqaalIy divided votes 
Rule 97 [134#] 
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XIII. COMMITTEES : 

Creation 

CREATION, OFFICERS, ETC. 

Rule98 
The General AssembIy may set up such committees as it deems necessary 

for the performance of its functons. 

Categories of subjects 
Rule99 

Items ielating- to the same category of subjects shall be referred to the 
committee or committees dealing with that category of subjects. Committees 
shall not introdnce new items on their own initiative. 

Priorities 
Rule100 

Each Main Committee, taking into account the closing date for the 
session fixed by the General Assembly on the recommendation of the General 
Committee, shall adopt its own priorities and meet as may be necessary to 
complete the consideration of the items referred to it. 

Main Commit#ees 
Rule101 

The Main Committees of the General Assembly are : 
(1) Political and Security Committee (including the regulation of arma- 

ments) ; 
(2) Economic and Financial Committee ; 
(3) Social, Humanitarian and ~Cu1tura.l Committee; 
(4) Trusteeship Committee (including Non-Self-Governing Territories) ; 
(5) Administrative and Budgetary Committee; and 
(6) Legal ‘Committee. 

Represtiztation of Members 
Rule 102 

Each Member may be represented by one person on each Main Com- 
mittee ano on ‘any other committee that may be constituted upon which all 
Members have the right to be represented. It may also assign to these com- 
mittees advisers, technical advisers, experts or persons of similar status. 

Rule 103 
Upon designation by the Chairman of the delegation, advisers, technical 

advisers, experts or persons of similar status may act as members of com- 
mittees. Persons of this status shall not, however, unless designated as alter- 
nate representatives, be eligible for appointment as Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen 
or Rapporteurs of committees or for seats in the General Assembly. 

18 
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Rule104 
Each committee may set up sub-committees, which shall elect their own 

officers. 

Oficers 
RuIe 105 [941 

Each committee shall elect its own Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Rapporteur. These officers shall be elected on the basis of equitable geo- 
graphical distribution, experience and personal competence. These elections 
shall be held by secret ballot. 

The Chairnran of a Main Committee shall not votr 
RIde 106 [37] 

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote but another member 
of his delegation may vote in his place. 

Absence of oficm 
RI& 107 [32-34] 

I f  the Chairman finds it necessary to ,be absent during a meeting or any 
part thereof, the Vice-Chairman shall take his place. A Vice-Chairman acting 
as Chairman shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairman. If  any 
officer of the committee is unable to perform his functions, a new officer shall 
be elected for the unexpired term. 

Rule 103 1351 
The Chairman shall declare the opening and cloeing of each meeting of 

the committee, shall direct its discussions, ensure observance of these rules, 
accord the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions. He shall rule 
on points of order and, subject to these rules, shall have complete control of 
the proceedings of the committee and over the maintenance of order ?t its 
meetings. The chairman may! in the course of the discussion of an hm, 
propose to the committee the hmitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, 
the limitation of the number of times each representative may speak on any 
question, the closure of the list of speakers or the closure of the debate. He 
mey also prqx@? the 6urp6n6ion or the adjournment of the meeting or the 
tijoummant of the debate on the item under discussion. 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

QWIWt 
Rule 110 [69] 
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Speeches 

- ----w 

Rule 111 [70] 
No representative may address the committee without having previously 

obtained the permission of the Chairman. The Chairman shalt call upon 
speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak. The Chair- 
man may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the subject 
under discussion. 

Preccdcnce 

Rule 112 [71] 
The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee or sub-committee 

may be acco,. I precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusion 
arrived at by their committee or sub-zomm;ttee. 

Sfatenrennts by the Secrelariat 

Rule 113 [72] 
The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated by him 

as his representative, may, a, any time, make oral or w&en statements to any 
committee or sub-committee con,:erning any question under consideration ,by it. 

Points of order 

Rule 114 [73] 
During the discussion of any matter, a re 

J 
resentative 

of order, and the point of order shall be imm 
may rise to a point 

lately decided by the Chairman 
in accoidance with the rules of procedure. A representative may appeal 
agairst the rulin 
the vote and the t-h* 

of the Chairman. The appeal shalt be immediately put to 
arrman’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority 

of the members present and voting. A representative rising to a point of order 
may not speak on the substance of the matter under diecuasion. 

--..----- 
Clonng of list of speakers 

Rule 116 [75] 

70 

Adjournment of debate 
Ru 

During the discussion of a1 
adjournment of the.debate on th 
proposer of the motion, two repro 
against, the motion, after which 
vote. The Chairman may limit th 
rule. 

Closure of debate 
RU 

A representative may at any 
item under discussion, whether c 
his wish to speak. Pernussion to 
accorded only,:0 two speakers o 
shall be immediately put to the 
closure, the Chairman shalt deck 
may limit the time to be allowe 

Suspeusion or adjourtment of fh 

RU 
During the discussion of a 

suspension or the adjournment 
debated, but shall be immediate1 
the time to be allowed to the sp 
of the meeting. 

Order of procedurtJ motions 
RC 

Subject to rule 114, the fol 
following order over all other pl 

(a) To suspend the me&in; 
(b) To adjourn the meetin 
(c) To adjourn the debate 
(d) For the &WC of the 

-4bJpcmban63 
handed to the Secretary-General 
As a general rule, no pro1~sal 
rnecting of the cotmnittce unlcas 
gations not later than the tiny 
howcvcr, pcrnlit tllr discusslot 
tnntions as to procedure, e\en 
not brcn circulated or have on 
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debate 

Rule 117 [76] 
During the discussion of any matter, a representative ma move the 

adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In ad I. ItIon to the 
proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour of, and two 
against, the motion, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the 
vote, The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this 

Closure of debate 

Rule 118 [77] 
A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the 

item under discussion, whether or not any other representative has signified 
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the det Jte shall be 
accorded only?0 two speakers opposing the closure, after which the motion 
shall be immediately put to the vote. If the committee is in favour of the 
closure, the Chairman shall declare the closure of the debate. The Chairman 
may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Suspeihsion or adjournment of the meeting 

Rule 119 [78] 
During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the 

suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall not be 
debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. The Chairman may limit 
the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or adjournment 
of the meeting. 

Order of procedural motions 

Rule 128 [79] 
Subject to rule 114, the following motions shall have precedence in the 

following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting: 
(a) To suspend the meeting; 
(b) To edjoum the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion; 
(d) For the closure of the debta on the itan under diacuuion 



Decisions on competence 
Rule 122 [Sl] 

Subject to rule 120, any motion calling for a decision on the competenl 
of the General Assembly or the committee to adopt a proposal submitted te 
shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 

WithfirawaZ of motions 
Rule 123 [82] 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time {before voti~ 
on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. 
motion which has thus been withdrawn may be reintroduced by any memlx 

Reconsideration of proposals 
Rule124 [83] 

When a proposal has heen adopted or rejected it may not be reco 
sidered at the same session unless the committee, by a two-thirds majority 
the members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motif 
to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motion, aft 
which it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

VOTING . 

Voting rights 
Rule125 1841 

Each member of the committee shall have one vote. 

Majority required 
Rule 126 [87] 

Decisions in the committees of the General Assembly shah be made I 
a majority of the members present and voting. 

Meaning of tee expression %embers present and uotkj’ 

Rule127 [88] I 
For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members present and voting 

means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Members who absta 
from voting are considered as not voting. 

Method of voting 
Rule 128 1891 

The committee shah normally vote by show of hands or iby standing, b 
any representative may request a roll-call. The roll-call shall be taken in tl 
Euglish alphabetical order ofthe names of the members, beginning with tl 
member whose name is drawn by lot by the Chairman. The name ,of ea 
member shall be called in any roll-call and he shah reply “Yes”, “No” 
“Abstention”. The result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in 1 
English alphabetical order of the names of the members. 

22 . 
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co&d during voting 
Rule 129 [90] 

After the Chairman has announced the beginning of vt .ing, no repre- 
1 sentative shall interrupt the -rating except on a point of order in connexion 

with the actual conduct of the voting. The Chairman may pemlit members to 
explain their votes, either before or after the voting, except when the vote is 
taken by secret ballot. The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed for 
such explanations. The Chairman shall not permit the proposer of a proposal 
or of an amendment to explain his vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Ditisio# of proposals and amct~drmtfs 
RuIs 130 [91] 

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an amendment 
shall be voted on separately. I f  objection is made to the request for division., 
the motion for division shall be voted upon. Permission to speak on the 
the motion for division shall be given only to two speakers in favour and two 
speakers against. I f  the motion for division is carried, those parts of the 
proposal or of the amendment which are subsequently approved shall he put 
to the vote as a whole. If  all operative parts of the proposal or of the amend- 
ment have been rejected, the proposal or the amendment shall be considered 
to have been rejected as a whole. 
Voting on amendments 

Rule 131 [92] 
When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be 

voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the 
committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in substance 
from the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest removed 
therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the vote. 
Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarfly implies the rejec- 
tion of another amendment, the latter amendment ahall not be put to the vote. 
If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be 
voted upon. A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely 
adds to, deletes from or revises part of that proposal. 
votin?J on ~apoopLr 

Rd. 182 [Sal 

Eld0tI.S 

Ilule 133 [Y5] 
\\‘hrn onlv our 1jcrsou 01‘ III(*~~IIV~ is 111 IIC rlcrtrd and no cnlltlitlntc 

obt:tins it1 the IIrst b;~llc,l the mzLj0rits rr[luir~tl, a scr011tl ballot 5161 IIC talic%, 
which &111 IIC rc5lrictctl to tlir t\Vo ~;ilitlitl;ilrs ol~I:~iliitlJ: tli(, largest numb(~r 
[Ii votes. If  in the sccoutl Izillllt the vutrs arc c*rl”ally tlivi(h~,l. and a majority 
is quircct, the Cluirtm~~ sllnll tlcrirlc bct\rcru the calltlitlatrs by drawing lots. 



Equally divided votes 

Rule 134 [97] 
If a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the proposal 

shall be regarded as rejected. 

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Applicatiow 

Rule135 
Any State which desires to become a Member of the United Nations shall 

submit an application to the Secretary-Generai. This application shall contain 
a declaration, made in a formal instrument, that it accepts the obligations 
contained in the Charter. 

Notifiotion of applications 

Rule136 
The Secretary-General shall send for information a copy of the a@ica- 

tion to the General Assembly, or to the Members of the United Natlons,if 
the General Assembly is not in session. 

Consideration and decision by the General Assembly 

Rukt 137 

Rule138 

-- .i_l-iii ___.. ---.- - ---.._ 

Notification of decision and cflectivc date of mwlbership 

Rule 139 Rule 139 

‘I‘hr Secretary-GctwraI shrill inform the applicant State of tllc tlcris;oll ‘I‘hr Secretary-GctwraI shrill inform the applicant State of tllc tlcris;oll $ $ 
ol the Gewrnl Asscnlbly. If Lhc applicatiotl is approved, IIlclllbc~s~~ip will 14 ol the Gewrnl Asscnlbly. If Lhc applicatiotl is approved, IIlclllbc~s~~ip will 14 
I~ecottte effective on the date on which the General Assembly t&s its deci- I~ecottte effective on the date on which the General Assembly t&s its deci- 
sion on the application. 
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XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Except as provided in rule 148, the term of office of members of Councils 
shall begin on 1 January following their election by the General Assembly, 
and shall end on 31 December following the election of their successors. 

By-clectiow 

Rlde 141 
Should a. member cease to belong to a Council before its term of ollice 

expires, a by-election shall be held separately at the next session of the General 
Assembly to elect a member for the unexpired term. 

~PPOINTNENT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Appoinfwenf of the Secrefory-Genwal 
Rule142 

When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on the 
appointment of the Secretzry-General, the General Assembly shall consider 
the recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in private meeting. 

THE SECURWY COUNCIL 

The General Assembly shall eech year, in the course of its regular session 
elect three non-pcrmnnent members of the Security Council for p term ol 
two year& 

specially paid, in the first i 



- - 

Re-eligibility 

Rule 145” 
A retiring member of the Security Council shall not be eligibk 

for immediate re-election. 

THE ECONONIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Attnual elections 

Rule 146’~ 
The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular session, 

elect six members of the Economic and Social Council for a term of three years. 

Re-eligibility 
Rule 1471s 

A retiring member of the Economic and Social Council shall k 
eligible for immediate re-election. 

THE TRUSTIZESHIP COUNCIL 

Occadom for elections 

Rule 148 

When a Trusteeship Agreement has been approved and a Member 01 
the United Nations has become an Administerin 
tory in accordance with Article 83 or 85 of the C % 

Authority of a Trust Terrl~ 
arter, the General Assembly 

shall proceed to such election or elections to the Trusteeship Council as may 
be necessary, in accordance with Article 86. A Member or Members elected 
at any such election at a regular session shall take office immediately upon 
their election and shall corn 
of rule 140, as if they had L 

lete their terms in accordance with the provisioar 

their election. 
gun their terms of office on 1 January followiag 

A non-administering member of the Trusteeship Gxmcil ohd be eW 
for a term of three years and shall be dlgiblo for hnmedilrt6 reAction. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

Jfethod Of df?CtiO?S 

Rule 151 

The election of the memlbers of the International Court of ,Justice shall 
take place in accordance with the Statute of the COWL 

Rule 152 

Any meeting of the General Assembly held in pursuance of the Statute 
of the International Court of Justice for the purpose of the election of members 
of the Court shall continue until as many candidates as are required for all the 
seats to be filled have obtained in one or more ballots an absolute majority of 
votes. 

XVI. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 

Reguletb~ for fisamid adminisfrafton 

Rule 153 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations for the financial admin- 
istration of the United Nations. 

Estimates of expenditure 

Rule 15e 
No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a com- 

mittee for approval by the General Assembly unless it is accompanied by an 
estimate of expenditures prepared by the Secretary-General. No resolution in 
respect of which expenditures are anticipated by the Secretary-General shall 
be voted by the General Assembly until the Administrative and Budgetary 
Committee has had an opportunity of stating the effect of the proposal upon 
the budget estimates of the United Nations. 

Inform&ion on fhe cost of resolufions 

Rule 155 

The Secretary-General shall keep all committees informed of the detailed 
estimated cost of all resolutions which have been ,recommended by the com- 
mittees for approval by the General Assembly. 

Adtiory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Qzcestions 

RuIe 156 

The General Assembly shall appoint an Advisory Committee on Admin- 
istrative and Budgetary Questions (hereinafter called the “‘Advisory Corn; 
mittee”), with a membership of nine, including at least two financial experts 
of recognid standing. 
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Composition of the Advkory Committee 

Rule 157 

The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom shall be 
nationals of the same State, shall he selected on the basis of broad geographical 
representation, personal qualifications and experience, and shall serve for 
three years corresponding to three financial years, as ,defined in the regulations 
for the financial administration of the United Nations. Members shall retire 
by rotation and shall k eligible for reappointment. The two financial experts 
shall not retire simultaneously. The General Assembly shall appoint the mem- 
bers of the Advisory Committee at the regular session immediately preceding 
the expiration of the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancies, 
at the next session. 

Fwxtions of the Advisory Committee 

Rule 158 

The Advisory Committee shall be responsible for expert ekunination of 
the budget of the United Nations, and shall assist the Administrative and 
Budgetary Committee of the General Assembly. At the commencement of 
each regular session it shall submit to the General Assembly a detailed report 
on the budget for the next financial year and on the accounts of the last 
financial year. It shall also examine on behalf of the General Assembly the, 
administrative budgets of speciahzed agencies and proposals for financial 
and budgetary arrangements with such agencies. Pt shall perform such other 
duties as may be assigned to it under the regulations for the financial admiuis- 
tration of the United Nations. 

Committee on Contributi&s 

Rule 159 

The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Committee on Contribu-, 
tions, consisting of ten members. 

Co.mposition of the Committee on Contributions 

Rule 160 

The members of the Committee on Contributions, no two of whom shall’ 
be nationals of the same State, shaJ1 be selected on the basis of broad gec- 
graphical representation, personal qualifications and experience, and shall 
serve for a period of three years corresponding to three financial years, as 
defined in the regulations for the financial administration of the United. 
Nations. Members shall retire by rotation and shall be eligible for reappoint-. 
ment. The General Assembly. shall appoint the members of the Committee’ 
on Contibutions at the regular session immediately preceding the expiration 
of the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancies, at the next session, 
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Rule 161 I 
The Committee on Contributions shall advise the General Assembly con- 

cerning the apportionment, under Article 17, aragraph 2, of the Charter, of 
the expenses of the Organization among rjp embers, broadly according to 
capacity to pay, The scale of assessments, when once fixed by the General 
Assembly, shall not be subject to a general revision for at least three years, 
unless it is clear that :here have been substantial changes in relative capacities 
to pay, The Committee shall also advise the General Assembly on the assess- 
ments to be fixed for new Members, on appeals by Members for a change of 
assessments, and on the action to be taken with regard to the application of 
Article 19 of the Charter. 

XVII, SUBsiDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Creation tami rules of procedure 

Rule 162 
The QeneraI Assembly may establish such subsidiary organs as 

it deems necessary for the performance of its functione.10 The rules 
relating to the procedure of committees of the General Assembly, as well as 
rules 45 and 62, shall apply to the 

J 
rocedure of any subsidiary organ, unless 

the General Assembly or the subsr lary organ decides otherwlse. 

XVIII. INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS 

Notes in it&s 
R&163 

The description of t!te rulea in the table of contents and the note3 in italica 
to these rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules. 

~ M&hod of aawdwn: 
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Tulc rcproducitlg textually a provision of the Charter (Article Z?. 
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ANNEX I’ 

RECOMYENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
METHODS AND PROCEDURES APPROVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY~ 

Consideration by the General Assembly of international conventions negotiated 
by conferences of government representatives of a&! Member States 

13. The Special Committee found that in the past some of the Main Com- 
mittees of the.General Assembly had devoted a particularly large number of 
meetings to the detailed consideration, article by article, of texts of interna- 
tional conventions. This was even the case where the text of a convention had 
been drawn up by an international conference on which all Member States 
had been represented. It was pointed out in this conne&:: that experience 
had shown that a Main Committee, by the very fact of its --“c, was not particu- 
larly fitted to draft conventions, and that when it was entrusted with the 
detailed study of conventions, it often did not have time to deal satisfactorily 
with the other questions for which it was responsible. 

The Special Committee recoguizes the importance of the sponsorship of 
conventions by the General Assembly. It believes that the authority of the 
General ksembly and the powerful influence its debates have on public 
opinion should, in many cases, be used for the benefit of international co- 
operation. It therefore favours the retention by the General Assembly.of the 
necessary freedom of action. 

The Special Committee therefore confines itself to recommending that 
when conventions have been negotiated by international conferences in which 
all the Members of the United Nations have been invited to take part, and 
on which they have been represented, not only by experts acting in a personal 
wXiCity but by representatives of Governments, and when these conventions 
are subquently submitted to the General Assembly for consideration, the 

‘By resolution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, the General Assembly approved 
Varier ecommdations and suggestions of a Special Committee on Methods and Prow 
dures which had been established under resolution 271 (III) of 29 April 1949. The 
General Assembly considered these recommendations and suggestions “worthy of con- 
sideration by the General Assembly and its cwnmittees,” anti requested the Seeretary- 
kwal “to prepare a document embodying the above-mentioned recommendations and 
nlggestMas in convenient form for use by the General Committee and the delegations of 
Member States in the General Assembly”. In pursuance of this request, the recommen- 
hfhn~ and suggestions of the Special committee, as set forth in Annex II to resolution 
362 (IV), have been reproduced in this Anna 

‘The paragraph numbers kfer to paragraphs of the re*rt of the S 
The full text of the report may be found in the Offktizi Rec&.s of the F 

cial Committee. 
enerai Assembly, 

F&h Session, SupprenWnt No. 12, document A/937. Sub-titles as well as words in 
square brackets and footnotes have been inserted by the Secretit for convenience of 
reference. 
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.4ssembly should not undertake a further detailed examination, but should 
limit itself to discussing them in a broad manner and to giving its genera 
views on the instruments submitted to it. After such a debate, the Gened 
Assembly could, if desirable, adopt the conclusions reached by the conferences 
and recommend to Members the acceptance or ratification of such convcntioas, 

This procedure n:ght be applied in particular to conventions submitted 
to the General Assembly x a result of conferences of all Member States con. 
vened by the Economic and Social Council under Article 62, paragraph 4, oi 
the Charter. 

Cotrsidcration by the Gewral A. setrrbly ot intermtioml cowentions prepared 
by experts or by cottjerences in zuhich not all Member States take part- 

drafting of lega: texts 

14. Furthermore, when it is proposed that the Genera: Assembly should 
consider conventions prepared by groups of experts not acting as govern. 
mental representatives, or by conferences i, which not all Members of the 
United Nations have been invited to take part, it \vould be advisable for the 
General Committee and the General Assembly to determine whether one of 
the Main Committees, especially the Legal Committee, would have enough 
time during the session to examine these conventions in detail, or whether it 
would be possible to set up an cd koc committee to undertake this study during 
the session. 

If this is ilot possible? the Special Committee recommends that the Gen. 
era1 Assembly should decide, after or without a general debate on the funda- 
r,le*:‘al principles of the Froposed csnvention, that an ad hoc committee should 
be .taJished to meet between sessions. Alternatively, the General Assembly 
might decide to convene a conference of plempotentiaries between two of its 
awn sessions, to study, negotiate, draf!, and possibly sign, the convention. 
The conference of plenipotentiaries mbght be empowered by the Geneml 
Assembly ta transmit the instruments directly to Governments for acceptance 
or ratificatian. In this case to?, the General Assembly might, at a subsequent 
session, express its general opmion on the convention resulting from the con- 
ference, and might recommend to Members its acceptance or ratification. 

With regard to the drafting of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly 
recommends that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever 
possible. 

20. I&.O$$er tw men frsauent 
dmdd nobdeb@ tb work of phtlwy 
c?bmth?ee wish to nlcntlon that ft wo 
mittee ,.I be enabled to meet, whenever necessary, at the same time as the 
plenary or the Main t om,nittccs. (In such c.nscs, one c;F the Vicel’rcsiticnts 
could take the chair at plenary mcet;ngs and the Vice-Chairman could rcplacc 
the Chairman at hl~in Committee meetings.) 

The Special Committee also considers that, in order to S;LVC [imc a! the 
beginning of the session, some of the ?ilain Committees shoultl not wait until 
the end of the general dcbatc before starting their wcrk. 
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ANoca!ion of agenda item.c to the Main Committees 

2.2. In the past, some of the Main Committees have been allocated more 
items requiring prolonged consideration than have others. ‘i‘ins has especially 
been the case for the First Committee. The Special Committee noted, how- 
ever, that, during the third session of the General Assembly, exception had 
been made to the principle laid down in rule 89,s that “items relating to the 
same category of subjects shall be referred to the committee or committees 
dealing with that category of subjects”. 

The Special Committee feels that the allocation of items to committees 
might he effected in a less rigid manner and that questions whtch may be con- 
sidered as falling within the competence of two or more committees, should 
preferably be referred to the committee with the lightest agenda. 

Consideratiort of agerub items in plenary mc&tgs without prior reference 
to a Main Committee 

23. Another means of lightening the task of an;, given Main Committee 
would he to consider directly in the Plenary meermg, without prebmmary 
reference to committee, certain questions which fall within the terms of 
reference of the Main Committee. This procedure would, moreover, have the 
great advantage of reducing to a notable extent repetition of debate. 

It is felt that the amount of time saved by this method would be con- 
siderab!e, especially if the Main Committee and plenary meetings could be 
held concurrently. 

If the Main Committee could not meet at the same 5me as the plenary 
meetin 
Main E 

the fact that the Committee was not meeting would enable another 
ommittee to meet in its place. 

The consideration of uestions in plenary meetin a would have the benefit 
of the attendance of 1 lea ers of delegations and ‘f o greater solemnity a and 
publicity. The slightly hipher cost to the United Nations of plenary meetmga, 
due in particular to the distribution of verbatim records of the meetmgs, would 
undoubtedly b: compensated by the rhorter duration of the cession. 

The Special Committee is of the opinion that this procedure would be 
cspccinl!y appropr.ate for certain questions the essential aspects of which are 
already familiar to Members, .wch as items which have been considered by 
be General Assembly at previous sessions and which do not require etther 
the presence of representatives of non-tnembcr States or the hearing of 
testimony. 

sRule W of the preeent rules. 



The t61e of the President of the Generd Assembly, of the Chairmn 
of cormnittees and of the Secrctamt 

39. At this point the Special Committee desires to stress once mol 
importance of the r6le of the President of the General Assembly and ( 
ChainlIen of committees. The satisfactory progress of the proceedings de 
essentially on their competence, authority, tact and impartiality, their rl 
for the nghts both of minorities as well as majorities, and their fami 
with the rules of procedure. The General Assembly, or the committee, ; 
case maybe, is the master of the conduct of its own proceedings. It is, 
ever, the special task of the Chairmen to guide the proceedings of these I 
in the best interests -of all the Members. 

The Special Committee considers that everything possible should br 
to help Chairmen in the discharge of these important functions. The Pre 
of the General Assembly and the General Committee should assist the ( 
men of committees with their advice. The Secretary-General should pla 
experience and all his authority at their disposal. 

The Special Committee is happy to note the Secretariat’s valuable pr 
of holding daily meetings of ‘.ne committee secretaries, under the chairm: 
of the Executive Assistant to the Secretary-General, where the procc 

91 
w&ions arising from day to day in the Geleral Assembly and committe 
oroughly examined. Furthermore, the Special Committee stresses the 

of having, as in the past, a legal adviser from the Secretariat in attenda 
meetings to give th: Chairmen or the committees such advice as they ma, 
for the conduct of their business and the interpretation of the ru’ 
procedure. 
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ANNEX II4 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

FOR DEALING WITH LEGAL AND DRAFTING QUESTIONS’ 

Pa& 1 

Recommendations of the General Assembly 

The General &sembly, 
. . . . . 

1. Recommends: 
(a) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a reCOmmk!n- 

dation to the General Assembly to request an advisory opinion from 
the International Court of Justice, the matter may, at some appro- 
priate stage of its consideration by that Committee, be referred to 
the Sixth Committee for advice on the legal aspects and on the 
drafting of the request, or the Committee concerned may propose 
that &e matter should be considered by a joint Committee of itself 
and the Sixth Committee ; 

(b) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommen- 
dation to the General Assembly to refer a matter to the International 
Law Commission, the Committee may, at some appropriate stage of 

its consideration, consult the Sixth Committee as to the advisability 
of such a reference and on its draftigg; 

(c) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommenda- 
tion for the adoption by the General Assembly of any amendment to 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the matter shall, at 
some appropriate stage of its consideration by .that Committee, be 

4By resolution 684 (VII) of 6 November 1952, the General Assembly, having 
w a report of the Special Committee established under resolution 597 (VI) of 
20 Dd 1951 to consider the methods and procedures of tbe Assembly for dealing 
with legal and drafting questions, adopted certain recomm endations on this subject, and 
dkted that the terms of these recommendations “shall be embodied as an annex to the 
deS of procedure of the General Assembly”. The resolution further provided “that the 
s;tid atutex shall also set out, verbatim, paragraphs 19, a 29,3Q 35, 36, 37.38 and 39 of 
&tz WOIY of the Special Committee (Ofliciol Recor& of the &WUI Assembly, 
seventh session, Annexes, agenda item 53, document AJ2174). The text of the afore- 
=nioned recommendations of the General Assembly is accordingly rep@uced.in part 1, 
ytiy$$e specified paragraphs of the report of the Special Comnuttee m part 2, 

“‘Ike &graph numbers refer to paragraphs of the report of the Special Gmunittee. 
Sub-titles as well as words in square brackets and footnotes have been inserted by the 
~aariat for convenience of reference. 



referred to the Sixth Committee for advice on. the drafting of 
arnemhnent and of any consequential amendment; 

Part 2 

Excerpts from the report of the Special Committee for tlte Considerat 
of Methods and Procedures of the General Assembly for Dealing 

with ,LegaZ and Drafting Questions 

Allocation of agenda items to the Main Committees 

19. As to the first of those problems [namely, the allocation 
items to the Main Committees by the General Assembly at the.0 
session], the Special Committee recalled that rule 976 of the ru 
dure of the General Assembly provided .that “Item 
category of subjects shall he referred 
with that category of subjects ” 
the Special Committee on Meth 
Assembly in resolution 362 (IV 
of procedure, provided that “ 
-within the competence of 
referred to the committee 

Lkarffng of complex lega instruments 

*Rule 99af the present r&s. 
r Rule 101 of .the present rules. 
SSee page 31. 
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30. The S ecial Committee was in complete agreement with these recom- 
mendations an (P. , m view of their previous approval by the General Assembly, 
did not find it necessary to adopt a new provision on the subject. However, 
the Special Committee considered it desirable that that point should be re- 
afirmed in its report. On that understanding the United Kingdom withdrew 
its draft proposal.* 

Drafting of General Assembly resolutions’0 

35. In addition to the above pro sals, the United Kingdom submitted 
a draft (A/ACXO/L.22) which provl ed for periodic meetings of the *r ra 
teurs of Committees ..vith the competent officials of the Secretariat to esta 

gpr- 
tsh, 

in so far as practicable, common methods of drafting and to ensure that in 
general the drafting of resolutions was satisfactory from the point of view of 
style, form and the use of technical terms. 

36. It was pointed out that there might be certain practical difficulties in 
arranging for periodic meetings of rapporteurs. The Special Committee 
decided to make no formal recommendation on the subject; nevertheless, the 
Committee believes that it is desirable that informal consultation should take 
place from time to time between the various rapporteurs and officials of the 
Secretariat for the purpose described in the United Kingdom proposal. 
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Reports 01 the Secretnry-General under General Assembly resolution 362 (IV) 

37. The United Kingdom submitted a draft proposal (A/ACXO/L.23) 
suggesting that the Secretary-General should be requested to fu;.iish to the 
Gneral Assembly an annual report on the matters dealt with by the Special 
Committee, indicating to what extent the Assembly or its Committees had 
succeeded during the year in reelizing the objectives aimed at and suggesting 
any appropriate adjustments or improvements in the methods and procedures 
involved. 

38. During the discussion, the representative of the Secreta -General 
i recalled that the General Assembly, in pragraph 6 of resolution 7 62 (IV) 
/- 



of 22 October 1949, had requested the Secretary-General “to carry out app 
priate studies and to submit, at such times as he may consider appropn: 
suitable proposals for the improvement of the methods and procedures of 
General Assembl and its committees. .‘I. It was poirted out that 
Secretary-Genera r was much concerned with improving the procedures i 
methods of the !.ssembly and that there was no need for a new resolut 
requesting reports on that subject. 

39. The Special Committee agreed that the points covered by the LJn 
Kingdom draft could be included when advisable in reports of the Secret; 
General under resolution 362 (IV) ; such reports should be submitted at 
appropriate times, and at reasonably frequent intervals. Consequently, 
United Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Committee makes no for 
recommendation on the subject. 
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