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INTRODUCTION 

The General Assembl 
by resolution 173 (II) o t? 

during its second regular session, adopted, 
17 November 1947, revised rules of pro- 

cedure replacing the provisional rules adopted by the Assembly at Its 
first regular session on the basis of a text drawn up by the Preparatory 
Commrssion. These rules of procedure entered into force on 1 January 
1948 (A/520). At the same session the General Assembly, by reso- 
lution 116 (II) of 21 November 1947, adopted, for inclusion in its 
rules of procedure, revised rules governing the admission of new 
Members, 

At its third session, the General Assembly, by resolution 262 (III) 
of I1 December 1948, decided to include Spanish among the workin 
languages of the Assembly and to amend accordingly rules 44 to 48 % o 
its rules of procedure.’ 

At its fourth session, the General Assembly, acting upon the 
report of the Special Committee on Methods and rocedures of the 
General Assembly,’ adopted, by resolution 362 (I 9 ) of 22 October 
1949, various amendments and additions to its ruIes of procedure and 
decided that these amendments and additions should enter into force 
on 1 January 1950. By the same resolution the General Assembly 
adopted several of the recommendations and suggestions of the Special 
Committee and requested the Secretary-General to prepare a document 
embodying these recommendations and su 

?r 
tions m a convenient 

form for use by the General Committee an delegations of Member 
States in the Assembly. The text of these recommendations and sug- 
gestions will be found in annex I. 

At its fifth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 377 A (V) 
of 3 November 1950, adopted several amendments and additions to 
its rules of procedure relating to the holding of emergency special ses- 
sions. These amendments and additions are reproduced in the annex 
to that resolution. By resolution 475 (V) of 1 November 1950, a new 
rule 84As was adopted concerning the majority required for decisions 
of the General Assembly on amendments to proposals relating to im- 
portant questions and on parts of such proposals put to the vote 
separately. 

By resolutions 366 (IV) of 3 December 1949 and 479 (V) of 
I2 December 1950, the General Assembly adopted rules for the 
calling by the Economic and Social Council, under Article 62, para- 

f Rules 51 to 55 of the pmont ndoa of procedure. 
nO~clal Records of ths General Assembly. Fourth Session, Supplement 

No. 12 (~937). 
* Rule 86 of the prosoat rulco o! procedure. 

xi 
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graph 4, of the Charter of the United Nations, of international confer- 
ences of States and of non-governmental conferences, respectively. 

At its seventh session, the General Assembly, by resolution 684 
(VII) of 6 November 1952, adopted certain recommendations con- 
tained in the report of the Special Committee for the Consideration of 
the Methods and Procedures of the General Assembl 
Legal and Drafting Questions.4 The resolution provi B 

for Dealing with 
ed that the terms 

of these recommendations “shall be embodied as an annex to the rule8 
of procedure of the Gonoral Assembly” and that “the said annex shall 
also set out, verbatim, para 
of the re ort of the S ecia Committee”, The text of tho recommenda- 
tions an cr the specific B f  

raphs 19, 20, 29, 30, 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 

pnrts of the report of the Special Committee am 
reproduced in annex II. 

B 
Assem r, 

resolution 689 A (VII) of 21 December 1952, the General 
ly established a Special Committee to consider, together with 

any other relevant information presented by Member States, a memc- 
randum, submitted by the Secretary-General to the seventh session, 
on measures to limit the duration of regular sessions of the Assembly. 
B resolution 689 B (VII) of the same date, the General Assembly 
a opted d an amendment to rule 2 of its rules of Procedure whereb): 
the Assembly would, at the beginning of each session, fix a “closin 
date for the session rather than a “target” date for the closing of ti e 
session. 

At its eighth session, the General Assembl 
of the Special Committee on Measures to Limit t K 

examined the report 
e Duration of Regular 

Sessions of the General Assembly5 and, b resolution 791 (VliI) of 
23 October 1953, amended rules 38 and 9 of its rules of procedure, r 
relating to the composition of the General Committee, and rule 9l&’ 
relating to priorities in the consideration of items in the Main Commlt- 
tees. 

At its ninth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 844 (IX) 
of 11 October 1954, adopted six special roles designed to govern it! 
procedure for the examination of re 
Territory of South West Afrid. Tr 

rts and petitions relating to the 

reproduced in annex III. 
e text of these special rules is 

At its eleventh session, the General Assembly, at the 577th plenary 
meeting on 15 November 1956, decided: 

(a) To establish an eighth vice-presidency of the Assembly; 
(6) To change the name of the Ad Hoc Political Committee to 

“Special Political Committee” and to confer a permanent character 
on that Committee. 

At the same session, by resolution 1104 (XI) of 18 December 1956, 
the General Assembly adopted conse uential amendments to rules 31, 
38, 39 and 101 of its rules of proce 1 ure. 

4.0 
I.@ 

cial Records of rha Gmcrol Assembly, Sevenrh Seselon, AnnexeJ, 
o#endr tern 53, document A/2174. 

s Ibid., Elahrh Se&on, Annexes, awndr item 54, document A/2402. 
s Rule 100 of the pmwnt ruler of precndum. 
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At its twelfth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 1132 
(XII) of 12 December 1957, decided to increase the number of Vice- 
Presidents of the Assembly from eight to thirteen and adopted conse- 
quential amendments to rules 31 and 38 of its rules of procedure. In 
an annex to the resolution: the General Assembly approved the pattern 
according to which the Vice-Presidents should be elected. 

At its sixteenth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 1659 
(XVI) of 28 November 1961, decided to increase the membership 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
from nine to twelve and adopted consequential amendments to rules 
156 and 157 of its rules of procedure. 

At its seventeenth session, the General Assembly, at. the 1162nd 
plenary meeting on 30 October 1962, established the Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General 
Assembly. By resolution 1845 (XVII) of 19 December 1962, the 
General Assembly decided to continue the Committee. At its eighteenth 
session, the General Assembl 
vember 1963, took note of t x 

by resolution 1898 (XVIII) of 11 No- 
e observations contained in the report of 

the Ad Hoc Committee7 and approved the recommendations submitted 
by the Committee. The text of resolution 1898 (XVIII) is reproduced 
in annex IV. 

1990 
At its eighteenth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 
(XVIII) of 17 December 1963, decided to increase the number 

of Vice-Presidents of the Assembly from thirteen to seventeen and 
adopted consequential amendments to rules 31 and 38 of its rules of 
procedure. In an annex to the resolution, the General Assembly ap- 
proved the pattern according to which the President of the Assembly, 
the seventeen Vice-Presidents of the Assembly and the seven Chairmen 
of the Main Committees should be elected; the text of that annex is 
reproduced in a foot-note to rule 31. 

At its twentieth session, by rcsoiution 2046 (XX) of 8 December 
1965, the General Assembly, following the entry into force of the 
amendments to Articles 23, 27 and 61 of the Charter of the United 
Nations, amended its rules of procedure, with effect from 1 January 
1966, as follows: 

(a) In rule 8 (b), the word “seven” was replaced by the word 
“nine”; 

(b) In rule 143, the word “three” was replaced by the word 
“five”; 

(c) In rule 146, the word “six” was replaced by the word “nine”. 

2323 
At its twenty-second session, the General Assembly, by resolution 
(XXII) of 16 December 1967 decided to amend rules 89 and 

128 of its rules of procedure by adding to each of these rules a new 
Paragraph (b) to take into account the installation of mechanical 
means of voting. -- 

70 
P 

clal Recorda of thr General Assembly. Eighteenth Session, Annexes, 
amdr tern 25, document A/5423. 



At the same session, the General Assembly, at the 1629th plen 
meeting on 13 December 1967, took note of a correction to the Frenc 1 
version of rule 15 of the rules of proceduree whereby the words “carac- 
t&e d’importance ou d’urgence” m the first sentence of that rule were 
replaced by the words “caractLre d’importance et d’urgence”. 

2479 
At its twenty-third session, the General Assembly, by resolution 

(XXIII) of 21 December 1968, decided to include Russian 
among the working languages of the Assembly and to amend accord. 
ingly rule 51 of its rules of procedure. 

At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 2390 
(XXIII) of 25 November 1968, decided to increase the membership 
of the Committee on Contributions from ten to twelve and adopted a 
consequential amendment to rule 159 of its rules of procedure. 

At its twenty-fourth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 
2553 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969, adopted amendments to rules 
52, 53 and 55 of its rules of procedure resulting from the amendment 
to rule 51 adopted at the twenty-third session. 

The resent revised edition of the rules of procedure embodiw 
therefore t/i the amendments and additions adopted by the General As- 
sembly up to and including its twenty-fourih session. 

The previous versions of the rules of rocedure and of the cor- 
rigenda thereto have been issued under the ollowing symbols: P 

Dewmbor 1947 . . . . . . A/S20 
June 1948 t A/SZO/Corr.l (French ocly) 
January 1950 . A/S20/Rev.l 
Jam~ary 19Jl . . . . . . . A/J2O/Rev.Z 
July 1954 ,.., ,.............~..... A/S20/Rcv.3 
March 1956 A/520/Rev.4 
September 1957 A/520/Rcv.S (formerly A/3660) 

January 19S8 ,..,,....,.,......... A/S2O/Rev.5/Corr.l (formerly Al 
366OKhr.I) 

Februcry 1961 .‘, A/520/Rsv.6 (formerly A/4700) 

I 

February 1962 ,,..., A/520/Rev.6/Corr.l (formerly Al 
4700Korr.l) 

June 1964 . A/52O/Rev.7 
March 1966 . A/520/Rev.8 
January 1968 A/520/Rev.9 
April 1969 A/520/Re~.9/Corr.l 

I July 1970 

s Ibid., Twmfy-second Session, Annexes, agenda item 8, document A/BUW 
169. 
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July 1970 

D 8. document A/BW 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Rules 49, 84, 85, 87, 145, 147 and 162, which reproduce 
textually provisions of the Charter, are printed in bold type and are, 
in addition, provided with a foot-note. A foot-note has also been added 
in the case of other rules which, while based directly on provisions of 
the Charter, do not reproduce those provisions textually. 

Figures indicated between square brackets in sections dealing with 
rules for plenary meetings refer to identical or corresponding rules for 
committee meetings, and vice versa. 

Attention is drawn to rule 163, which provides: “The description 
of the rules in the table of contents and the notes in italics to these 
rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules”. 



RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

I. SESSIONS 

REGULAR SESSIONS 

Dale of meering 
Rule 1' 

3: General Assembly shall meet every year in regular session 
commencing on the third Tuesday in September. 

Duration of session 
Rule 2 

On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General 
Assembly shall, at the beginning of each session, Ax a closing date for 
the session. 

Place of meeting 
Rule 3 

Sessions shall be held at the Headquarters of the United Nations 
unless convened elsewhere in pursuance of a decision of the General 
hssembly at a previous session or at the request of a majority of the 
Members of the United Nations. 

Rule 4 
An Member of the United Nations may, at least one hundred and 

twenty ays before the date fixed for the opening of a regtdar session, cr 
request that the session be held elsewhere than at the Headquarters of 
the United Nations, The Secretary-General shall immediately com- 
municate the request, together with his recommendations, to the other 
Members of the United Nations. If  within thirty days of the date of 
this communication a majority of the Members concur in the request, 
the session shall be held accordingly. 

Notification of session 
Rule S 

The Secretary-General shall notify the Member? of the United 
NcJcos, at least sixty days in advance, of the opcmng of a regular 

WI0 bud &ocUy on a pmvioioa of the Chrtor (Artlclo 20). 

1 



Adjournmenr of session 
Rule 6 

The General Assembly may decide at any session to adjourn tem- 
porarily and resume its meetings at a later date. 

SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Summoning by rhe General Assembly 

Rule 73 

I 
The General Assembly may 5x a date for a special session. 

Summoning on request from rhe Security Council or Members 

Rule 8 

(a) Special sessions of the General Assembly shall be held within 
5fteen days of the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for 
such a session from the Securit Council, or of a request from a ma- 
jority of the Members of the e nited Nations, or of the concurrence 
of a majority of Members as provided in .rule 9. 

(b) Emergent special sessions pursuant to General Assembly 
resolution 377 A ( ) shall be convened within twenty-four hours of c 
the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for such a session 
from the Security Council: on the vote of any nine members thereof, 
or of a re 
expressed 

uest from a majority of the Members of the United Nations 
Ii y  vote in the Interim Committee or otherwise, or of the 

concurrence of a majority of Members as provided in rule 9. 

Request by Members 
Rule 9 

(a) Any Member of the United Nations may request the Secretary 
General to summon a special session, The Secretary-General shall im- 
mediately inform the other Members of the United Nations of the 
request and inquire whether they concur in it. I f  within thirty da s of 
the date of the communication of the Secretary-General a ma orb i’ 
of the Members concur in the request, a special session of the Gencd 
Assembly shall be summoned in accordance with rule 8. 

(b) This rule shall apply also to a request by any Member for WI 
emergency special session pursuant to resolution 377 A (V). In such 
a case the Secretary-General shall communicate with the other Memben 
by the most expeditious means of communication available. 

Nodfkadon of session 
Rule 10 

The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United 
Nations, at least fourteen days in advance, of the opening of a spd 

s ~ulr based dire&y en a provlslon of the Charter (Artklo 20). 
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session summoned at the request of the Security Council, and, at least 
ten days in advance, in the case of a request by a majority of the Mem- 
bers or the concurrence of a majority in the request of any Member. 
In the case of an emergency special session convened pursuant to 
rule 8 (b), the Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United 
Nations at least twelve hours in advance of the opening of the session. 

REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Notification to other bodies 

Rule ‘11 

Copies of the notice summoning each session shalt be addressed to 
all other principal organs of the Uruted Nations and to the specialixed 
agencies referred to in Article 57, paragraph 2, of the Charter. 

II. AGENDA 

REGULAR SESSIONS 

Provisioned agenda 
Rule 12 

b 
The provisional agenda for a regular session shall be drawn up 

ry * 
the Secretary-General and communicated to the Members of the 

mted Nations at least sixty days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 13 

The provisional agenda of a regular session shall include: 
(a) The report of the Secretary-General on the work of the 

Organization; 
(b) Reports from the Security Council, the Economic and Social 

Council, the Trusteeship Council, the International Court of Justice, 
the subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, specialixed agencies 
(where such reports are called for under agreements entered into); 

(c) All items the inclusion of which has been ordered by the 
General Assembly at a previous session; 

(d) All items proposed by the other principal organs of the United 
Nations; 

(e) All items proposed by any Member of the United Nations; 
(;) AU items 

and the ~XKX? on tK” 
rtaining to the budget for the next financial year 

e accounts for the last Anancial year; 
(8) All i::tns which the Secretary-General deems it necessary to 

Put before the General Assembly; 
(h) All items proysed under Article 35, paragraph 2, of the 

Charter by States not d embers of the United Nationa. 

3 



Supplementary irems 
Rule14 

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the 
Secretary-General may, at least thirty days before the date fixed for 
the opening of a regular session, re uest the inclusion of supplementary 
items in the a enda. These items s 
lit, which shal B 

% all be placed on a supplementary 
be communicated to the Members of the Uruted Nations 

at least twenty days before the date fixed for the opening of the session. 

Additional items 
Rule 15 

Additional items of an important and urgent character, proposed 
for inclusion in the agenda less than thirty days before the opening of 
a regular session or during a regular session, may be placed on the 
agenda, if the General Assembly so decides by a majority of the Mem- 
bers present and voting. No additional items ma be considered until 
seven days have ela sed since it was placed on t 
General Assembly, t y  a two-thirds majority of the 
and voting, decides otherwise, and until a committee has reported upon 
the question concerned. 

SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Provisional agenda 
Rule 16 

The 
quest of t ii 

rovisional agenda of a special session summoned at the re- 
e Security Council shall be communicated to the.Members 

of the United Nations at least fourteen days before the openmg of the 
session. The provisional agenda of a spectal session summoned at the 
request of a majority of the Members, or the concurrence of a majority 
in the request of any Member, shah be communicated at least ten days 
before the opening of the session. The provisional agenda of an emer- 

8 
ncy special session shall be communicated to the Members of the 
nited Nations simultaneously with the communication summoning the 

session. 
Rule 17 

The provisional a enda for a special session shall consist only,of 
those items proposed or consideratton in the request for the holding P 
of the session. 

Supplementary items 
Rule 18 

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the 
Secretary-General may, at least four days before the date fixed for the 
opening of a special session, request the inclusion of supplementsry 
items in the age&. Such items shall be placed on a suppler .ntary list 
which shall be communtcated to the Members of the Un; 1 Nations 
as soon as possible. 

4 

Additonal items 

During a special sessio 
tional items may be added t 
Members present and voting 
tional items concerning the 
may be added to the agend 
present and voting. 

REGULA 

Explanatory memoranda 

All items proposed fo 
panied by an explanator 

r 
m 

ments or by a draft reso utic 

Approval of the agenda 

At each session the pa 
to ether with the report 01 

% su mitted to the General 1 
after the opening of the SI 

Amendment and deletion o 

Items on the agenda I 
Assembly by a majority of 

Debate on inclusion of ite 

Debate on the inclusio 
has been recommended for 
be limited to three s 
The President may tmit tb r 

akers 

Nk. 

Modification of the allocatic 

No proposal for a mod 
the being m fore shall b 
communicated to the Mem 
days before the date fixed 



. the 
i for 
ntary 
ntary 
tions 
sion. 

)osed 
1g of 
1 the 
dem- 
until 

s the 
esent 
upon 

le re- 
nbers 
)f the 
It the 
jority 
days 

emer- 
tf  the 
kg the 

1ly of 
slding 

)r the 
DC the 
entary 
ryu 
ations 

Addironal items 
Rule 19 

During a special session items on the supplementary list and addi- 
tional items may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the 
Members present and voting. During an emergency special session addi- 
tiunal items concerning the matters dealt with in resolution 377 A (V) 
may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the Members 
present and voting. 

REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Explanatory memoranda 
Rule 20 

All items proposed for inclusion in the agenda shall be accom- 
panied by an explanator memorandum and, if possible, by basic docu- 
ments or by a draft r reso Won. 

Approval of he agenda 

Rule 21 

At each session the provisional agenda and the supplementary list, 
to ether with the report of the General Committee thereon, shall be 
su mitted to the General Assembly for approval as soon as possible % 
after the opening of the session. 

Amendment and deletion of items 

Rule 22 

Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the General 
Assembly by a majority of the Members present and voting. 

Debate on inclusion of items 

Rule 23 

Debate on the inclusion of an item in the agenda, when that item 
has been recommended for inclusion by the General Committee, sIxII 
be limited to three s akers in favour of and three against the inclusiov. 
Lk President may utut the time to be allowed to speakers under tlus Y* 

ModificaGon of rhe allocarion of expenses 

Rule 24 

No proposal for a modification of the allocation of expenses for the 
time being m for .e shall be placed on the a enda unless it has been 
communicated to the Members of the Unite % Nations at least ninety 
days before the date fIxed for the opening of the session, 



Composition 
III. DELEGATIONS Elections 

Rule 25” 

The delegation of a Member shall consist of not more than five 
I: The Gem 

representatives and five alternate representatives, and as many advisers, Presidents,’ WI 
technical advisers, experts and persons of similar status as may bs they are electe 

required by the delegation. of the Chairmc 
on the basis ( 

Alternates 
Rule 26 

An alternate representative may act as a representative upon desig- 
nation by the Chairman of the delegation. 

IV. CREDENTIALS 

Submission of credentials 
Rule 27 

The credentials of representatives and the names of members of s 
delegation shall be submitted to the Secretary-General if possible not 
less than one week before the date fixed for the opening of the session. 
The credentials shall be issued either by the Head of the State or 
Government or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Credentials Committee 
Rule 28 

A Credentials Committee shall be a 
each session, It shall consist of nine mem 

pointed at the beginning of 
tie rs, who shall be appointed 

by the General Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Corn. 
mittee shall elect its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of 
representatives and report without delay. 

Provisional admission to a session 

Rule 29 

Any representative to whose admission a Member has made ob 
jection shall be seated provisionally with the same rights as other 
representatives, until the Credentials Committee has reported and the 
General Assembly has given its decision. 

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Temporary President 
Rule 30 

At the o ning of each session of the General Assembly, the 
Chairman of 

r f  
at dele ation from which the President of the previous 

session was elected sha I preside until the General Assembly has elected 
a President for the sessron. 

8 Rule baaed directly oa a provision of the Charter (Article 9, paragraph 2). 
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Rule 31 

The General Assembly shall elect a President and seventeen Vice- 
Presidents,’ who shall hold office until the close of the session at which 
they are electeda The Vice-Presidents shall be elected, after the election 
of the Chairmen of the seven Main Committees referred to in rule 101, 
on the basis of ensuring the representative character of the General 
Committee. 

A&g President 
Rule 32 [107] 

I f  the President finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting 
or any pnrt thereof, he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to take 
his place. 

Rule 33 [107] 

A Vice-President acting as President shall have the same powers 
and duties as the President. 

Replacement of rke President 

Rule 34 11071 

I f  the President is unable to perform his functions, a new President 
shall be elected for the unexpired term. 

‘In the annex to resoWon 1990 (XVIII) of 17 December 1963. the Gen- 
eral Assembly decided as follows: 

“1. In the election of the President of the Genernl Assembly, regard 
shall be had for eql;itablc geogrn hicol rotation of this &ice among the 
regions mentioned in paragraph 4 E elow. 

“2. The seventeen Vice-P&dents of the General Assembly shall be 
elected according to the followin pattern, subject to paragraph 3 below: 

“(a) Seven representatives rom African and Asmn States; B 
“(b) One representative from an Eastern European Slate; 
“(c) Three representatives from Latin American States: 
“(d) Two reyresentatives from Western European and other States: 
“(e) Five representatives from the permanent members of the Security 

Council. 
“3. The election of the President of the Oenerrd Assembly will, how- 

ever, have the effect of reducing by one the number of vi?-presidencies 
alkxaled to the region from which the President is elected m accordance 
wnh paragraph 2 above. 

‘4. The seven Chairmen of the Main Committees shall be elected 
according to the following pattern: 

“((1) Three reptesentatlves from African and Asian States; 
‘Yb) Gne representative from an Eastern European State; 
‘Ye) One representative from a Latin American State; 
“cd) One representative from a Western European or other State: 
Ye) The seventh chairmanship shall rotate every altcmate year among 

~presentstlves of States mentioned in sub-paragraph8 (c) and (d) above. 
“Rule baaed directly on a provlslon of the Charter (Article 21, second 

mntmm). 



General powers of the President 

Rule 35 [108] 
In addition to exercising the powers which are conferred upon 

him elsewhere by these rules, the President shall declare the opening 
and closing of each plenary meeting of the session, shall direct the dis. 
cussions in plenary meeting, ensure observance of these rules, ncwrd 
the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions. He shall rule 
on points of order, and, subject to these rules, shall have complete 
control of the proceedings at any meeting and over the maintenance 
of order thereat. The President may, in the course of the discussion 01 
an item, pro 
to be allowe x 

ose to the General Assembly thr limitation of the time 
to speakers, the limitation of the number of times each 

representative may speak on any question, the closure of the list of 
speakers or the closure of the debate. He may also prppose the suspen- 
slon or the adjournment of the meeting or the ndlournment of the 
debate on the item under discussion. 

Rule 36 [109] 
The President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the 

authority of the General Assembly. 

The President shall not vote 

ilule 37 [106] 
The President, or Vice-President actin as President, shall not vole 

but shall appoint another member of his de egation to vote in his place. f  

Composition 
VI. GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Rule 38 
The General Committee shall comprise the President of the General 

Assembly; who shall preside, the seventeen Vice-Presidents and the 
Chairmen of the seven Main Committees. No two members of the 
General Committee shall be members of the same delegation, and it 
shall be so constituted as to ensure its re resentative character. Chaip 
men of other committees upon which al P Members have the 
be represented and which are established by the General 
meet during the session shall be entitled to attend meetin 
era1 CommIttee and may participate without vote in the I! lscussions. 

Substitute members 
Rule 39 

If a Vice-President of the General Assembly Ands it necessary ta 
be absent during a meeting of th? General Committee he may desi 
a member of his delegation as his substitute. The Chairman of n G 

5 

Committee shall, in case of absence, dcsi nate 
2 

the Vice-Chairman d 
the Committee as his substitute. A Vice hairman rhall not have the 

right to vote 
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Committee. 

Funclions 
Rule 40 

The General Committee shall, at the beginning of each session, 
consider the provisional a 
and shall make recommen % 

enda, together with the sup lementary 
ations to the General g 

list, 
Assem ly with regard 

to each item proposed, concerning its inclusion in the agenda, the 
rejection of the request for inclusion, or the inclusion of the i:em in 
the provisional agenda of n future session. It shall, in the same manner, 
examine requests for the inclusion of additional items in the agenda, 
and shall make recommendations thereon to the General Assembly. 
In considering matters relating to the agenda of the General Assembly, 
the General Committee shall not discuss the substance of any item, 
except in so far as this bears upon the question whether the General 
Committee should recommend the inclusion of the item in the agenda, 
the rejection of the request for inclusion, or the inclusion of the item 
in the provisional agenda of a future session, and what priority should 
be accorded to an item the inclusion of which has been recommended. 

Rule 41 

The General Committee shall make recommendations to the Gen- 
eral Assembly concerning the closing date of the session. It shall assist 
the President and the General Assembly in drawing up the agenda for 
each plenary meeting, in determining the priority of us items, and in 
the co-ordination of the proceedings of all committees of the General 
Assembly. It shall assist the President in the general conduct of the 
work of the General Assembly which falls within the competence of 
the President. It shall not, however, decide any political question, 

Rule 42 

The General Committee shall meet periodically throughout each 
session to review the progress of the General Assembly and its com- 
mlttees and to make recommendations for furthering such progress. 
ft  shall also meet at such other times as the President deems neces- 
sary or upon the request of any other of its members. 

Participation by representatives of Members requesting the inclusion 
of items in the agenda 

Rule 43 

A Member of the General Assembly which has no re resentative 
?a the General Committee and which has requested the inc usion of an P 
Item in the agenda shall be entitled to attend an 
Committee at which its request. is discusse , cr 

meeting of the General 

wfthout vote, in the discussion of that item. 
and may participate, 
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Formal revision of resolutions of the General Assembly ~.. 

Rule 44 

The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by 
the General Assembly, changing their form but not their substance. 
Any such changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for ik 
consideration. 

matte1 
aecuri 
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Regulc 
VII. SECRETARIAT 

Dufies of /he Secretary-General T 
Rule 45 staff 01 

The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meeting 
of the General Assembl 

i 
,” 

designate a member of t 
its committees and sub-committees. He may 

e staff to act in his place at these meetings. Ogicia 

Rule 46 
The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required 

by the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs 
which it may establish. 

Duties of the Secreiariaf 
Rule 47 

C 
langua 
Englis 

Interp 

The Secretariat shall receive, translate, print and distribute docb 
ments, reports and resolutions of the General Assembly, its commit. 
tees and organs; interpret speeches made at the meetings; prepare, 
print and circulate the summary records of the session; have the custody 
and proper preservation of the documents in the archives of the GeP 
era1 Assembly; publish the report of the meetings; distribute all docw 
ments of the General Assembly to the Members of the United Nations, 
and, generally, perform all other work which the General Assembly 
may require. 

S 
Lnto th 

Inferp 

s 
into tt 

Annual report of the Secretary-General 

Rule 48 
interp 

The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such 
supplementary reports as are required, to the General Assembly 0s 
the work of the Organization” He shall communicate tht annual report 
to the Members of the United Nations at least forty-five days befcn 
the opening of the session. 

I 
the of 
pretat 
other 
based 

Notifiation under Article 12 of the Charter 

Rule 49’ 
Langi 

The Secretary-Caned, with the conlent of the SecurlV 
Council, rhall notify the General Anaemhly at each scrdon of W 

s Rule based directly on a 
‘Rule reproducing textua ly 8 provitlon of the Charter (Article 12, P”s’ P 

rovlslon of the Charter (Article 98). 
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matterr relative to the maintenance of international peace and 
marity which are helng dealt with by the Security Council, and 
&all slmilarl notify the General Assemhl 

r! K 
or the Members of 

the Unikd nOone if the General Aeeem ly is not In sesslon, 
immediately the Security Council ceases to deal with eucl: matters. 

Regulalions concerning the Secretarial 

Rule 508 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the 
staff of the Secretariat. 

VIII. LANGUAGES 

Ogicial and working languages 

Rule 51 

Chinese, En 
languages of the it3 

lish, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official 
eneral Assembly, its comrmttees and sub-committees. 

English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the working languages+ 

Inferpretatlon from a working language 

Rule 52 
Speeches made in any of the working languages shall be interpreted 

into the other three working languages. 

Interpreration jrom an olpicial language 

Rule 53 
Speeches made in the other official language shall be interpreted 

into the four working languages. 

Interpretation from other languages 

Rule 54 
Any representative may make a speech in a language other than 

the official languages, In this case, he shall himself provide for inter- 
pretation into one of the working languages. Interpretation into the 
other working languages by the interpreters of the Secretariat may be 
based on the interpreta:ion given in the first working language. 

Language of verbatim records 

Rule 55 
Verbatim records shall be drawn up in the working languages. 

A translation of the whole or port of any verbatim record into the 
other official language shull be furnished if requested by any delegation. 

s Me based directly on a provlaion of the Charter fArtIde 101, paragraph 1 L 
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Language of summary records 

Rule 56 

Summary records shall be drawn up as soon as possible in the 
0fEcial languages. 

Language of Journal 

Rule 57 

The Journal of the General Assembly shall be issued in the work@ 
languages. 

Language of resolutions and important documents 

Rule 58 

AU resolution; and other important documents shah be msdc 
available in the ohicial languages. Upon the request of any repro 
sentative, any other document shall be made available in any or all of 
the official languages. 

Publications in languages other than the olgicial languages 

Rule 59 

Jkuments of the General Assembly, its committees and sub 
committees shall, if the General Assembly so decides, be published g 
any languages other than the official languages. 

,’ 

IX. RJXORDS 

Verbatim records 

Rule 60 

Verbatim records of all plenary meetings shag be drawn up by 
the Secretariat and submitted to the General Assembly after approvsf 
by the President. Verb&m-rr s shall also be made of the proceedfags 
of the Main Comiiihtees esta ished by the General .Assembly. Other ‘6p 
committees or sub-committees may decide upon the form of their 
records. 

Resolutions 

Rule 61 

Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly shall be CO@ 
municated b the Secretary-General to the Members of the Uniti 
Natioru with tuteetr days after tho termination of the aeaaion. il 
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X. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, ITS COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 

General principles 
Rule 62 

The meetings of the General Assembly and its Main Committees 
shall be held in public unless the body concerned decides that exceptional 
circumstances require that the meetmg be held in private. Meetings of 
other committe,s and sub-committees shall also be held in public unless 
the body concerned decides otherwise. 

Private meetings 
Rule 65 

All decisions of the General Assembly taken at a private meeting 
shall be announced at an early public meeting of the General Assembly. 
At the close of each private meetin of the Main Committees, other 
committees and sub-committees, the E hairman may issue a communiqd 
through the Secretary-General. 

XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR MEDITATION 

Invffafion lo silent prayer or medlrarlon 

Rule 64 

Immediately after the opening of the first plenary meetin and 
immediately preceding the closing of the Anal plenary meeting o B each 
session of the General Assembly, the President shrill invite the repre- 
sentatives to observe one minute of silence dedicated to Trayer or 
meditation. 

XII, PLENARY MEETINGS 
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Emergency special sessions 

Rule 65 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other rule and unless the 
General Assembly decides otherwise! the Assembly, in case of an emer- 
gency special session, shall convene m plenary session onl 
dueetiy to consider the item pro 

and proceed 

fcr the holding of the session, wtt out previous reference to the General T 
sed for consideration n the request r 

Committee or to any other committee; the President and Vice-Presidents 
fcr such emergency s 
Of those delegations !lf 

cial sessions shall be, res ctivel the Chairmen 
om which were elected t 

Preskients of the previous seasion. 
r r e Pres dent and Vice- 
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Report of the Secretary-General 
Rule 66 

Proposals to refer any portion of the report of the Secretary-General 
to one of the Main Committees without debate shall be decided upon 
by the General Assembly without previous reference to the General 
Committee. 

Reference to committees 
Rule 67 

The General Assembly shall not, unless it decides otherwise, make 
a 6nal decision upon any item on the agenda until it has received the 
report of a committee on that item. 

Discussiorl of committee reports 
Rule 68 

Discussion of a report of a Main Committee in a plenary meeting 
of the General Assembly shall take place if at least one third of the 
Members present and voting at the plenary meeting consider such a 
discussion to be necessary. Any proposal to this effect shall not be 
debated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. 

Quorum 
Rule 69 [llO] 

A majority of the Members of the General Assembly shall constituc 
a quorum. 

Speeches 
Rule 70 [Ill] 

No representative may address the General Assembly without 
having previously obtained the permission of the President. The Presb 
dent shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their 
desire to speak. The President may call a speaker to order if his remark8 
are not relevant to the subject under discussion. 

Precedence 
Rule 71 [HZ] 

The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee may be accorded 
precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusions arrived at by 
their committee. 

Statements by the Secretariat 
Rule 72 [113] 

The Secfetary-Genera!, or a member of !he Secretariat designated 
by. hlrn as his representatne, may, at ang time, make either oral 01 
wrltten statements to the Genera Assem ly concemmg any questiOn 
under consideration by it. 
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points of order 
Rule 73 [114] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise to 
a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately decided 
by the President in accordance with the rules of procedure. A reyre- 
sentative may appeal against the ruling of the President. The appeal 
shall be immediately ut 
stand unless overruled ii 

to the vote and the President’s ruling shall 
y  a majority of the Members present and voting. 

A representative rising to a point of order may not speak on the sub- 
stance of the matter under discussion. 

Time limit on speeches 
Rule 74 [I131 

The Geo::al Assembly may limit the time to be allowed to each 
speaker and the number of times each representative may speak on any 
question. When debate is limited and a representative has spoken his 
allotted time, the President shall call him to order without delay. 

Closing of list of speakers 

Rule 75 [116] 
Durin 

list of spea & 
the course of a debate the President may announce the 

ers and, with the consent of the General Assembly, declare 
the list closed. He may, however, accord the right of reply to any 
Member if a speech delivered after he has declared the list closed 
makes this desirable. 

Adiournment of debate 
Rule 76 [11.7] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discusskin. In addition 
to the proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour 
of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall be 
immediately put to the vote. The President may limit the time to be 
allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Closure of debate 
Rule 77 [118] 

A representative may at an time move the closure of the debate 
on the item under discussion, 
has si 

w ii 

T 

ether or not any other representative 

the de 
Bed his wish to speak, Permission to speak on the closure of 

ate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closu~, 
after which the motion shall bc immediately put to the vote. If  the 
&teral Assembly is in favour of the closure, the President shall declare 
the closure o! the debate, The President may limit the time to be allowed 
to speakera under this rule. 
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SuspenJon or adjournment of the meeting 

Rule 78 [119] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall 
not be debated but shall be immediately put to the vote. The President 
may limit the 6me to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension 
or adjournment of the meeting. 

Order of procedural motions 

Rule 79 [120] 

Subject to rule 73, the following motions shall have precedence 
in the following order over all other proposals or mouons before the 
meeting: 

(a) To suspend the meeting; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion; 
(d) For the closure of the debate on the item under discussion. 

Propnsa’s and amendments 

Rule 80 [121] 

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writing 
and handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulat; copies to the 
delegations, As a general rule, no proposal shalt be discussed or put t? 
the vote at any meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of II 
have been circulated to all delegations not later than the day preceding 
the meeting. The President may, however, permit the discussion and 
consideration of amendments, or of motions as to procedure. even though 
these amendments and motions have not been circulated or have onl] 
been circulated the same day. 

Decisions 0); competence 
Rule 81 [122] 

Subject to rule 79, any motion calling for a decision on the compe 
tcnce of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shal 
be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 

Withdrawal of motions 

Rule 82 [123] 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time befon 
voting on it hcq commenced, provided that the motion bar not bc# 
amended. A motion which has thus been with&awn may be reintm 
duccd by any Member. 
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Reconsideration of proposals 

Rule 83 [124] 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be recon- 
sidered at the same session unless the General Assembly, by a two- 
thirds majority of the Members present and voting, so decides. Per- 
mission to speak on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to 
two speakers opposing the motion, after which it shall be immediately 
put to the vote. 

Voting rights 

VOTING 

Rule t34O [125] 

Each Member of the General Asrembly shell huie one vote. 

Two-thirds majority 
Rule 85O 

Decisions of the General Assembly on important queetionr 
shall be made by a two-thirds majority of the Membem present 
and voting. These questions shall include: recommendatione with 
respect to the maintenance of international peace and security, 
the election of the non-permanent memberr of the Security 
Council, the eleetion of the members of the Economic and 
Se&l Council, the elec:ion of memberr of the Trusteeship 
Council in accordance with paragraph 1 c of Adele 86 of the 
Charter, the admiseion of new Member8 to the United Nationa, 
the mapension of the rights and privtlegea of membemhip, the 
expulsion of Membera, quertions relating to the operation of 
the Trusteeship System, aud budgetary queationr. 

Rule 86 

Decisions of the General Assembly on amendments to proposals 
relating to important questions, and on parts of such proposals put to 
the vote separately, shah be made by a two-thirds majority of the 
Members present and voting. 

Simple majority 
Rule 8P [I261 

Deeb’ me of the General Amembl on quertioar other thm 
there provided for in rule 85, inclu 

1 
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in the determination of 
additional cntegoricr of umtionr to be 
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an voting. 
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Meaning of the expression “Members present and voring” 
Rule 88 [127] 

For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “Members present aad 
voting” means Members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Members 
which abstain from voting are considered as not voting. 

Method or voring 
Rule 89 [128] 

(a) The General Assembly sha!l normally vote by show of hands 
or by standing, but any representative may request a roll-call. The 
roll-call shall be taken in thP English alphabetical order of the names 
of the Members, beginning with the Member whose name is drawn 
by lot by the President. The name of each Member shall be called ia 
an 

i: 
roll-call and one of its representatives shall rep1 “yes”, “no” or 

“a stention”. The result of the voting shall be inserte d* m the record ia 
the English alphabetical order of the names of the Members. 

(b) When the General Assembly votes by mechanical means, a 
non-recorded vote shall replace a vote b show of hands or by standing 
and a recorded vote shall replace a ro l-call vote. Any re r 

J 
rcsentative 

may request a recorded vote. In the case of a record vote, the 
General Assembly shall, unless a representative requests otherwise, 
dispense with the procedure of calling out the names of the Members; 
nevertheless, the result of the voting shall be inserted in the record 
in the same manner as that of a roll-call vote. 

Conduct during v4ng 
Rule 90 [129] 

After the President has announced the beginnine of voting, no 
representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in 
connexion with the actual conduct of the voting& The President may 
permit Members to explain their votes, either before or after the vot!ng, 
except when the vote IS taken by secret-ballot. The President may hmlt 
the time to be allowed for such explanations. The President shall act 
permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explain his 
vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Division of proposals and amendmenls 
Rule 91 [130] 

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of 811 
amendment shall be voted on separately. I f  objection is made to the 
request for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon. 
Permission to speak on the motion for division shall be given only tc 
two speakers in favour and two 
division is carried, those parts of 
which are subsequently approved 
If all o 

*toi 
erative parts of the proposal or o the amendment have been 
the proposal or the amendment shall be considered to have 

c r&ted as a whole. 
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Voting on amendments 

Rule 92 [131] 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall 
he voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a pro- 
posal, the General Assembly shall first vote on the amendment furthest 
removed in substance from the original proposal and then on the 
amendment next furthest removed therefrom, and so on, until all 
the amendments have been put to the vote. Where, however, the adoption 
of one amendment necessarily im lies the rejection of another amend- 
ment, the latter amendment shal 

p s 
not be ut to the vote. If  one or 

more amendments are adopted, the amen ed proposal shall then be 
voted upon. A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it 
merely adds to, deletes from or revises part of the proposal. 

Voting on proposals 
Rule 93 [J32] 

If  two or more proposals relate to the same. question, the General 
Assembly shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the 
order in which they have been submitted. The General Assembly may, 
after each vote on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next 
proposal. 

Elections 
Rule 94 [195] 

All elections shall be held by secret ballot. There shall be no 
nominations. 

Rule 95 [133] 

When only one person or Member is to be elected and no candidate 
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be 
taken, which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the 
largest number of votes. If  in the second ballot the votes are equally 
divided, and a majority is required, the President shall decide between 
the cdndidates by drawing lots. I f  a two-thirds majority is required, the 
balloting shall be continued until one candidate secures two thirds of 
the votes cast; provided that, after the third inconclusive ballot, votes 
may be cast for any eligible person or Member. If  three such un- 
restricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall be restricted 
to the two candidates who obtained the greatest number of votes in 
the third of the unrestricted ballots, and the following three ballots 
thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until a person or Member 
is elected. These provisions shall not prejudice the application of 
Nles 144,145,147 and 149. 

Rule 96 
When two or more elective places an to be tiled at on0 tbno 

under the eamo conditions, those candidates obtaining in the Ant ballot 
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Equally divided votes 

Rule 97 [ 1341 

If a vote is equall divided on matters other than elections, s 
second vote shall be ta en f  at a subsequent meeting which shall he 
held within forty-eight hours of the first vote, and it shall be expressly 
mentioned in the agenda that a second vote will be taken on the matter 
in question. If  this vote also results in equality, the proposal shall he 
regarded as rejected. 

XIII. COMMITTEES 

Creation 

CREATION, OFFICBRS, ETC. 

Rule 98 

The General Assembly may set up such committees as it deems 
necessary for the performance of its functions. 

Categories of subjects 

Rule 99 

Items relating to the same category of subjects shall be referred 
to the committee or committees dealing with that category of subjects. 
Committee8 shall not intfOdUCe new item8 on their own initiative. 

Priorlrks 

Rule 100 

Each Main Committee, taking into account the closing date for 
the session fixed by the General Assembly on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, W adopt it8 own prioritier and meet a8 may k 
w888uy to complete the conrideration of the item8 referred to it. 
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the majority required shall be elected. If  the number of candidat 
obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or Members $’ 
to be elected, there shall be additional ballots lo fill the remaining places, 
the voting being restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest 
number of votes in the previous ballot, to a number not more than 
twice the places remaining to be filled; provided that, after the third 
inconclusive ballot, votes ma 
If three such unrestricted 
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ba lots are inconc usive, the next three ballots r r 

shall be restricted to the candidates who obtained the greatest number 
of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a number not more 
than twice the places remaining to be filled, and the following three 
ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until all the placeJ \ 
have been filled. These 
of rules 144, 145, 147 an 8 
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Main Comtniftees 
Rule 101 

The Main Committees of the Generai Assembly are: 
(a) Political and Security Committee (including the regulation 

of armaments) (First Committee) ; 
(6) Special Politico1 Committee; 
(c) Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committee); 
(d) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Com- 

mittee); 
(e) Trusteeship Committee (including Non-Self-Governing Terri- 

tories) (Fourth Committee) ; 
(f) Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee); 
(g) Legal Committee (Sixth Committee). 

Representation of Members 
Rule 102 

Each Member may be represented by one person on each Main 
Committee ond on any other committee that may be constituted upon 
which all Members have the right to be represented. It may also 
assign to these committees advrsers, technical advisers, experts or 
persons of similar status. 

Rula 103 
Upon designation by the Chairman of the delegation, advisers, 

technical advisers, experts or persons of similar status may act as 
members of committees. Persons of this status shall not, however, 
unless desi nated as alternate representatives, be eligible for appoint- 
ment as C arrmen, Vice-Chahmen or Rapporteurs of committees or 8. 
for seats in the General Assembly, 

Sub-committees 
Rule 104 

Each committee may set up sub-committees, which shall elect 
their own officers. 

Rule 105 [94] 
Each committee shall elect its own Chairman, Vice-Chairman 

and Rapportcur. These officers shall be elected on the basis of equitable 
geegraphicsll distribution, experience and personal competence. These 
ekcttOns!bhall be held by secret ball09 

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote 
Rule 106 [37] 

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote but another 
met&r of his delegation may vote in his plaoc. 
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Absence of o ficers 
Rule 107 [3234] 

I f  the Chairman tinds it necessary to be absent during a meeting 
or any part thereof, the Vice-Chairman shall take his place. A Vice- 
Chairman acting as Chuirman shall have the same powers and duties 
as the Chairman. If  any officer of the committee is unable to perform 
his functions, a new oticer shall be elected for the unexpired term, 

Functions of rhe Chairman 

Rule 108 [SS] 
The Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each 

meeting of the committee, shall direct its discussions, ensure observance 
of these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce 
decisions. He shall rule on points of order and, subject to these rules, 
shall have complete control of the proceedings of the committee and 
over the maintenance of order at its meetings. The Chairman may, in 
the course of the discussion of an item, propose to the committee the 
limitation of the time to be allowed -to speakers, the limitation of 
the number of times each representative may speak on any question, the 
closure of the list of speakers or the closure of the debate. He may 
also propose the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting or the 
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. 

Rule 109 [36] 
The Chairman, in the exercise of his functions, remains under 

the authority of the committee. 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 
Quorum 

Rule 110 [69] 
One third of the members of a committee shall constitute a quorum. 

The presence of a majority of the members of the committee is, 
however, required for a question. to be put to the vote. 

Speeches 
Rule 111 [70] 

No represe_qtative may address the committee without haviru 
previously obtained-ihe permission of the Chairman. The Chairmas 
shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their de& 
to speak. The Chalrman may call a speaker to order if his remarb 
are not relevant to the subject under discussion. 

Precedence 
Rule 112 [71] 

The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee or suw 
mittoo may be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining &s 
conclusion arrived at by their commhtoo or sub-committwea. 
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Statements by the Secretariat 

Rule 113 [72] 
The Secretary-Genera!, or a member of the Secretariat designated 

hy him as his representative, may, at any time, make either oral or 
written statements to any committee or sub-committee concerning any 
question under consideration by it. 

Points of order 
Rule 114 [73] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative ma rise 
to a point of order, and the point of order shall be imm cdiaiely 
decided by the Chairman in accordance with the rules of procedure. 
A representative may appeal against the ruling of the Chairman. 
The appeal shall be immediately put to the vote and the Chairman’s 
ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the members present 
and voting. A representative rising to a point of order may not speak 
on the substance of the matter under discussion. 

Time lifnif on speeches 
Rule 115 1741 

The committee may limit the time to be allowed to each speaker 
and the number of times each representative may speak on any question. 
When the debate is limited and a representative has spoken his allotted 
time, the Chairman shall call him to order without delay. 

Closing of list of speakers 
Rule 116 [75] 

Durin the course of a debate the Chairman may announce the 
list of spe a! ers and, with the consent of the committee, declare the list 
closed. He may, however, accord the right of reply to any member 
if a s 
desira le. r 

ech delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this 

Adjournment of debate 
Rule 117 [76] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition 
to the proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour 
of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall be 
immediately put to the vote. The Chairman may limit the time to be 
allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Cbsure of debate 
Rule 118 [77] 

A representative may at an 
on the item under discussion, w ii 

time move the closure of the debate 
ether or not aoy other reprementatlve 
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has si nificd his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of 
the de % ate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, 
after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. If  the 
committee is in favour of the closure, the Chairman shall declare the 
closure of the debate. The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed 
to speakers under this rule. 

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting 

Rule 119 1781 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move 
the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall 
not be debated, but shall be immediate1 put to the vote. The Chair- 
man may limit the time to be allowe i to the speaker moving the 
suspension or adjournment of the meeting. 

Order of procedural motions 

Rule 120 [79] 

Subject to rule 114, the following motions shall have precedence 
in the following order over all other proposals or motions before the 
meeting: 

(a) To suspend the meeting; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion; 
(d) For the closure of the debate on the item under discussion. 

Proposals and amendments 

Rule 121 [80] 

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writing 
and handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate co 
delegations. As a general rule, no proposal shall bediscusse s 

ies to the 
or put to 

the vote at any meeting of the committee unless copies of it have *a 
circulated to all delegattons not later than the day preceding the meettpg. 
The Chairman may, however, permit the discusston and consideratrca 
of amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even though these amend- 
ments and motions have not been circulated or have only been circulated 
the tame day. 

De&ions on competence 

Rule 122 [81] ’ 

Subject to rule 120, any motion calling for a decision on the corn- 
peteace of the Cieneral Assembly or the committeq to adopt a pro@ 
muhmlwd to it shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the 
prOpOd in quo&ion. 
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Wilhdrawal of motions 
Rule 123 [82] 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before 
voting on it has commenced, 

1 
rovided that the motion has not been 

amended. A motion which has t us been withdrawn may be reintroduced 
by any member. 

Reconsideralion of proposals 

Rule 124 [83] 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be recon- 
sidered at the same session unless the committee, by a two-thirds 
majority of the members present and voting, so decrdes. Permisston to 
speak on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded on1 
opposing the motion, after which it shall be 

to two speakers 
immediate y  put to the vote. r 

VOTINQ 
Voting rights 

Rule 125 [84] 

Each member of the committee shall have one vote. 

Majority required 

Rule 126 [87] 
Decisions in the committees of the General Asacmbly shall be made 

by a majority of the members present and voting. 

Meaning of the expression “members present and voting” 

Rule 127 [88] 

For the purposes of these roles, the phrase “members present and 
voting” means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Mem- 
bers which abstain from voting are considered as not voting. 

Method of voting 
Rule 128 [89] 

(a) The committee shall normally vote by show of hands or b 
standing, but any representative ma 

L* 
request a roll-call. ‘The roll-c el; 

shall ba taken in the English alpha tmal order of the names of the 
members, beginning with the member whose name is drawn by lot b 
tha Chairman. The name of each member shall be called in any roll-c ai 
apd he shag reply “yes”, ” no” or “abstention”. The result of tho voting 
shsll be inserted in the mcord in the English alphabetical order of the 
names of the members. 

(b) When tho committee votes b mechanical means, a non- 
recorded vote shall mplace a vote by E s ow of hands or by standlog 
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and n recorded vote shall replace a roll-call vote. Any representative 
may request a recorded vote. In the case of a rccordcd vote, the corn- 
mittee shall, unless a representative requests otherwise, dispense with 
the procedure of calling out the names of the mcmbcrs; nevertheless, 
the result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the same 
manner as that of a roll-call vote, 

Conducf during vofing 

Rule 129 [90] 

After the Chairman has announced the beginning of voting, no 
representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in 
connexion with the actual conduct of the voting.,The Chairman may 
P:rmit members to explain their votes, either before or after the voting, 
except when the vote is taken by secret ballot. The Chairman may limit 
the time to be allowed for such explanations. The Chairman shall not 
permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explain his 
vote on his own proposal or amendment, 

Division of proposals and amendments 

Rule 130 [91] 

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an 
amendment shall be voted on separately. I f  objection is made to the 
request for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon, Per- 
mission to speak on the motion for division shall be given only to two 
speakers in favour and two speakers against. I f  the motion for division 
is carried, those parts of the proposal or of the amendment which are 
subsequently approved shall be put to the vote as a whole. If  all opera- 
tive parts of the proposal or of the amendment have been rejected, the 
rwrzel or the amendment shall be considered to have been rejected as 

. 

Voting on amendmenrs 

Rule 131 [92] 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall 
be voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a pro 

p” 
sal, the committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed 

II substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment 
next furthest removed therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments 
have been put to the vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amead- 
mcnt necessarily implies the rejection of another amendment, the letta 
amendment shall not be put to the vote. If  one or more amendments ” 
adopted, the amended proposal shall then lx voted u n. A motion W 
amaidered an amendment to a proposal if it merely ad r s to, deletes from 
or revises part of that proposal. 
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Voting on proposals 

Rule 132 [93] 
If  two or more proposals relate to the same question, a committee 

&all,. unless it decides otherwise,vo;c 01: the proposals in the order in 
which they have been :ubmitte#A committee may, after each vote on 
a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

Elections 
Rule 133 [95] 

When onl 
obtains in the i 

one person or Member is :o be elected and no candidate 
rst ballot the ma’ority required, a second ballot shall be 

taken, which shall be restrict eci to the two candidates obtaining the 
largest number of votes. If  in the second ballot the votes are equally 
diwded, and a majority ii required, the Chairman shall decide between 
the candidates by drawing lots. 

Equally divided votes 
Rule 134 [97] 

If  a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the 
proposal shall be regarded as rejected. ’ 

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Applicatiox 
Rule 135 

Any State which desires to become a Member of the United 
Nations shall submit an application to the Secretary-General. This 
application shall contain a declaration, made in a formal instrument, 
that it accepts the obligations contained in the Charter. 

Notitication of applications 
Rule 136 

The Secretary-General shall send for information a co y  of the 
application to the General Assembly, or to the Members of t 
Nations if the General Assembly is not in session. 

rl e United 

Consideration and decision by the General Assembly 

Rule 137 
v  the Security Council recommends the applicant State for mem- 

bershP the General Assembly shall consider whether the ap 
a Peace-loving State and is able ond willing to carry out the o E 

licant is 
Ugations 

contained in the Charter, and shall decide, by a two-thirds majority of 
the Membera present and voting, upon its application for membership. 
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Rule 133 
If the Security Council does not recommend the applicant State 

for membership or postpones the consideration of the application, the 
General Assembly may, after full consideration of the special report of I- 
the Security Council, send back the application to the Stcurity Council, 

I .: 
’ 

together with a full record of the discussion in the General Assembly, 
for further consideration and recommendation or report. 

Notification of decision and eflecfive date of membership 

Rule 139 
The Secretary-General shall inform the applicant State of the deci- 

sion of tho General Assembly. If  the application is approved, member- 
ship wiii become egective on the date on which the General Assembly 
‘rtker its decision on the sgplication. 

XV. ELi5CTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS 
GENERAL PROVAIONS 

Terms of o&e 
Rule 140 

Except as provided in rule:Mg~, the term af office of members of 
following their election by the General ~;;;&fh$;,f; 2; ,$;;& 

successors). 
;er. be* following the election of their 

By-elecfions 
Rule 141 

Should a member cease to belong to a Council before its term of 
office expires, a by-electioii; shall be held 

=Pk 
at the next session 

of the General Assembly to elect a member or t e unexpired term. 

APPOINTMENT ;ir TW SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Appointment of the Secretary-General 

Rule 142 
When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on 

the appohtment of the Secretary-General, the General Assembly s!d 
the recommendation and vote unon it by secret ballot in priva& 

SECURITY COUNCIL 
Annual election\ 

Rule 143”’ 
+lIe General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular 

-- 
10 Rub bad d&octIy on a pro~U~ of the Charter (Artlcla 23 

u smoadcd under Goncml AmomMy rosulutioa 1991 A (XV&? 
wph 2, 
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session, elect five non-perm 
a term of two years.” 

Qualifications for membersk 

In the election of non-l 
in accordance with Article 1 
shall be specially paid, in th 
bers of the Umtcd Nations 
and security and to the othc 
equitable geographical distr 

Re-eligibilif) 

A retiring member 
eligible for immediate rq 

ECONOMI 

Annual elecdons 

The General Assembly 
session, elect nine members 
term of three years’s :; 

11 Under para 
the General 

mph 3 of n 
Assam % Iv decided 

“the ten non-pcimancnt m 
sccoruing to the followinp 1 

“(a) Five from Africa 
“(b) One from Easterr 
“cc) Two from Katin 
“Cd) Two from WC&I 

I2 Rule based directly on a 1 
*3Rule reproducing textuat 

plaph 2, last xntencc). 
“Rule based directly on 

@xph 2, as amended under Gel 

md Asian States; (b) one fror 
@uropem and 3ther Stated”. In 
by the Gcnerd AmemMy rt its 
and Social Council UC elected 

(a) Twelve from African I 
(b) Tkrw from &tern EU 
(C) Five from Latin Aumk 
(4 Seven from Wemzn EI 
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session, elect ftve non-permanent members of the Security Council foor 
a term of two years-r1 

Qualifications for membership 

Rule 14P 

In the election of non-permanent members of the Securit 
in accordance with Article 23, paragraph 1, of the Charter, cl 

Council, 
ue regard 

shall be specially paid, in the first instance, to the contributton of Mem- 
bers of the Unttcd Nations to the maintenance of international 

p” 
ace 

and security and to the other purposes of the Organizatien, and a so to 
equitable geographical distribution. 

Re-eligibilit) 

Rule MP’ 

A retiring member of the Security Council ahall not be 
eligible for immediate rdection. 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CO:INCIL 

Annual electiom 

Rule 146” 

The General Assembly shah each year, in t:,e course of its re ular 
session, elect nine members of !he Economic and Social Council or a B 
term of three years’s ; ‘3 

11 Under para 
the General Assam 

raph 3 of resolution 1991 A (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, 
% ly decided that: 

“the ten non-permanent members of thr Security Council shall be elected 
accoruing to the following pattern; 

“((1) Five from Afrtcan and Asian States; 
“(bj One from Eastern Euroncsn State?: 
“(cj Two from Latin American Stateb; 
“(d) Two from Western European and other States.” 

t* Rule based directiy on a provision of the Charter (Article 23, paragraph 1). 
tsRule reproducing textually a provision of the Charter (Article 23, para- 

Drdph 2, last sentence). 

graph 2, as amended under C&tar 2.t 
revision of the Charter (Article 61, para- 
AssamMy resolution 1991 B (XVIII)). 

I4 Rule based directly on a 

‘sunder paragraph 3 of resolution 1991-B (XVIII) of I7 D&omb& 1963. 
the Oencral Asssmbl decided that, “without prajudica to the 
lion of mats la tha IL 

rcmnt dlstribu- 
nomlc and Social Council, the nine ad df tional membera 

shall bs elected according to tho following pattern: ((I) ssvon from Africoo 
and Arien Statas; (b) onc from Latin American States, fc) ona from Western 
@mopsan and other Statea”. In the light of the o&et given to that 
by the Oencrat hmbly at lb twon:iotb b&on, the members of the 
and Social Council aro oloctcd l ccorrliog to the fdlowiw patbm: 

Kl 
wmpb 

nornk 

(0) Twolve from African and Asho Stata; 
(b) ~~-rcc from totem ~umpao strta; 
(Cl Five from Latio Amrken Statcr; 
(4 Sovoo from Wmtoro Europoaa and 0th Stated. 
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Rule 1471a 
XVI. ADMJN 

A retiring member of the Economic end Social Council shall 
be eligible for immediate re-election. 

TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

Occasions for elections 
Rule 148 Estimates of expc 

committee for ap 

Term of ofice und re-eligibility 

ADVlSORY Cl 
Rule 150 

At each session the General Assembly shall, in accordance with 
Article gt5, of the Charter, elect members to fill any vacancies. 

INTERNATIONAL Couim 0~ JUSTICE 

Method of electiorr 
Rule’ 151 

The election of the members of the fntcrnational Court of Justice 
shall take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 

Rule 152 The member 

Any meeting of the General Assembly held in pursuance of the 
nationals of the 

statute of the International Court of Justice for the purpose of the elec- 
tion of members of the Court shall continue until as many candidates 
as are required for all the seats to be Blled have obtained in one or more 
ballots an absolute majority of votes. 

18 Rule raptoducing textually a provision of the Charter (Article 61, plr* 

of the term of 
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XVI. ADMINISTRATIVF AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 

,> Regulations for financial adminisfralion 

Rule 153 
The General Assembly shall establish regulations for the financial 

administration of the United Nations.. 

"'p 
t$ Estimates of expendimres 

I Rule 154 
No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a 

committee for approval by the General Assembly unless it is accom- 
panied b an estimate of expenditures prepared by the Secretary- 
General. k o res6liitk5n~hires ect of i%Tch expenditures are anticipated 
by the Secretary-General sha I be voted by the General Assembly until P 
the Adminbtrative and Budgetnry Committee has had an opportunity 
of stating the effect of the proposal upon the budget estimates of the 
United Nations. 

lnformalion on the cost of resolutions 

Rule 155 
The Secretary-General shall keep all committees informed of the 

detailed estimated cost of all resolutions which have been recommended 
by the committees for approval by the General Assembly. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BIJDOETARY 
QUESTIONS 

Appointment 
Rule 156 

The General Assembly shall appint an Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questrons (hereinafter called the “Ad- 
visory Committee”), with a membership of twelve, including at least 
three financial experts of recognized standing. 

Composition 
Rule 157 

The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom shall be 
nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of broad 
geo aphical representation, personal qualifications and experience, and 
sha I serve for three years corres r 
defined in the regulations for the 

rdirtf to three financial years,, as 
nancra admmrstratron of the Umted 

Nationa. Members shall retire by rotation and shall be eligible for re- 
appointment. The three financial experts shall not retire simultaneously. 
The General Assembly shall appoint the members of the Advisory 
Committee at the regular session immediately preceding the expiration 
ef the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancies, at the 
next session. 



Rule 158 

The Advisory Committee shall be responsible for expert examiaa. 
tion of the budget of the United Nations and shall assist the Admi&. 
tiative and Budgetary Committee of the General Assembly) At ttc 
commencement of each re~dar session it shall submit to the Genenl 
Assembl 
and on t K 

a detailed report on the budget for the next financial yesl 
e accounts of the last financial year. It shall also examine op 

behalf of the General Assembly the administrative budgets of specializd 
agencies and proposals for financial and budgetary arrangemtnts with 
soch agencies. It shall perform such other duties as may be assigaed 
to it under the regulations for the financial administration of the 
United Nations. 

Appoinlmenl 
COMMITTEE ON CONTRIBUTIONS 

Rule 159 
The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Committee on 

Contributions, consisting of twelve members, 

Composihbn 
Rule 160 

The members of the Committee on Contributions, no two of whom 
shall be nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of 
broad geogra hical representation, 
ence, and sha I serve for a period o P P 

ersonal qualifications and expcri. 

financial 
three years corresponding to thne 

tration o r 
ears, as defined in the regulations for tWlinancial ad& 
the United Nations. Members shall retire b rotation sad 

shall be ejigible for reappointment. The General Assemb y  shall appoiot r 
the members of the Committee on Contributions at the regular sessim 
immediately preceding the expiration of the term of office of the merry 
bcrs, or, in case of vacancies, at, the next session.,-, 

Funcrionr 
Rule 161 

The Committee on Contributions shall advise the General Ascembiy 
concerning the app@w, under Article 17, paragra h 2, of the 
Charter, of the ejlpenses of the Organization among Mem & rs, broadly 
eccordin to ca acity to 
by the $ 

ay. The scale of assessment?, when once !ixed 
nera Assemb y, shall not be subject to a general revisiOa f  f  

for at least three years, unless it is clear that there have been substlb 
Thai changes in relative capacities to pay. The Committee shall all 
advise the CIenKal Assembly on the assessments to be. Bxed for no 
Rfemtmm, on appeals by Members for a change of assessments, and 0s 
the action to be taken with regard to the application of Article 19 of 
the Charter. 
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XVII. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
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Rule 162 

The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary organ8 
a8 it deems neceerary for the performance of its functiona The 
rules relating to the procedure of committees of the General As- 
sembly, as well as rulesc45‘~~~az;~s~a~.ajip7jr to the procedure of 
any subsidiary organ, unless the General Assembly or the subsidiary 
organ decides otherwise. 

XVIII. INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS 

Notes in iralics 

Rule 163 

The description of the rules in the table of contents and the notes 
in italics to these rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the 
rules. 

Method of amendment 

Rule Ia 

These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the 
General Assembly taken by a majority of the Members present and 
voting, after a committee has reported on the proposed amendment, 

‘s Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Charter (Article 22). 



ANNEX 1. 

Rseommendations and suggeatlons of the Special Committee on Methods 
and Procedures of the Gsnersl Awembly approved by the Awemblyb 

CONS~BRAT,ON BY T"e GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF INTERNATIONhL CONVENTlONS 
NBMTUTBD BY CONFBRENCES OF OOVERNMENT REPRBSENTAT,"ES OF ALL 
Me?meR STATES 

13. The Special Committee found that in the past some of the Main Com- 
mittees of the General Assembly had devoted a particularly large number of 
meetings to the detailed consideration, article by article, of texts of international 
conventions. This was even the ease where the text of a convention had been 
drawn up by an intcrnatlonal conference on which all Member States had been 
recresentcd. It was pointed out in this connexion that experience had shown that 
a-Main Committee, by the very fact of its size, was not particularly fltted to draft 
conventions. and that when It was entrusted with the detailed studv of conventions, 
it often did not have time to deal satisfactorily with the other q&&ions for which 
it was responsible. 

The Special Committee recognlzes the irlportance of the sponsorship of con- 
ventions by the General Assembly. It bclievcs that the authority of the General 
Assembly and the powerful influence iti debates have on public opinion should, 
in maay casu~, be used for the bsneflt of international cc-operation. It therefore 
favours the retention by the General Assembly of the necessary freedom of action. 

The Special Committee therefore confines itself to recommending that when 
conventions have been negotiated by international conferences in which all the 
Members of the United Nations have been invited to take part, and on which they 
have been represented, not only by experts acting in a personal capacity but by 
representatives of Governments, and when these conventions arc subsequently sub- 
mitted to the General Assembly for consideration, the Assembly should not under- 
tako a further detailed examination, but should limit itself to discussing them in a 
broad manner and to giving its general views on the instruments submitted to it. 
After such a debate, the Genera1 Assembly could, if desirable, adopt the cooclu- 
sions reached by the conferences and recommend to Members the acceptance or 
ratification of such conventions. 

/ bThc paragta h numbers refer to paragraphs of the m 
C0nuWsC. The fu pt toxt of the report ma be found in the 0 

rt of the Special 
R c/al Records of the 

hfml Assembly, Fourth Seadon. Sup&menr No. 11 (A/937). Sub-titlea and 
fO&K&o have boeo inserted by the Srxotarlrt for convenlenw of nfereoce. 



This procedure might be applied in particular to conventions submitted to the 
General Assembly as a result of conferences of all Member States convened by 
the Economic and Social Council under Article 62, paragraph 4, of the Charter, 

CONS~ERATION BY THB G~NEUL ASSEMBLY op INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS 
PREPARED RY EXPERTS OR BY CONFERENCES IN wftmt NOT ALL MEMSS~ 
STATES TAKE PART-DMFTINO OP LEOAL TEXTS 

14. Furthermore, when It is proposed that the General Assembly should COD 
sidcr conventions prepared by groups of experts not acting as governmental tepre 
semativos. or by conferences in which not aJJ Members of the United Natios 
have been invited to take part, it would be advisable for the General Committea 
and the General Assembly to determine whether one of the Main Committees, 
especially the Legal Committee, would have enough time during the session to 
examine these conventions in detail, ot whether it would be possible to set up as 
ad hoc committee to undertake this study during the session. 

If this is not possible, the Spa&J Committoo recommends that the GencrsJ 
Assembly should decide, after or without a general debate on the fundameoW 
principles of the proposed convention, that an ad hoc committee should be atab 
lished to meet between sessions. Alternatively, the General Assamhly might decide 
to convene a conference of pJenJpoten!Jarles, between two of its own sessions, to 
study, nogotiato, draft, and possibly sign, the convention. Tho conference 01 
oleniootentiaries miaht be emoowerod bv the General Assemhlv to transmit the 
hrsh&&s directly-to Governments for acceptance or ratiflcaiion. In this cast 
too, tho General Assembly might, at a subsequent session, oxptoss its general 
opinion on the convention resulting from the conference, and might recommend 
to Members its accontance or rati&ation. 

With regard to the drafting of legal texts, tho Special Committee strongly 
recommends that small drafting committees should be rosortod to whenever 
possible. 

ME@TINOS OP THE GBNIUIAL COMMIITEE AND OP THE MAW COMMIITBE~ 

20. In order that moro ftoquont meetings of tho Goneral Committee should 
not dolay the work of plenary and committee meetings, tho Special Committee 
wishes to mention that it would be desirable for the General Committee to k 
enabled to meet, whenever necessary, at the same tJmo as the plenary ot the MDiP 
Committees. (In such cases. ono of the Vice-Ptesidonts could take the chair st 
plenary me&p and the Vice-Chairman could replace the Chairman at Mab 
Committee meetings.) 
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Yhr SpeciaJ Committee aJso considers that, in order to save time at the be& 
ning of the session, somo of the Main Committees should not wait until the em 
of the general dobato before starting their work. 

ALLocAnON OF AOmtM ITeMs To nm MAIN CoMMlrraas 

22. In the past, some of tbo MaJn Committoes have been allocated mo10 
items requiring prolonged conaideratlon than Bravo oUron. Thh has cepeciaJJY b*p 
the case for tbo Pint Committee. The SpociaJ Comtnitteo noted, however, t& 
durJnS UIO third session of the GoaocraJ Assembly, oxcoptJon had been made lo 
the principle JaJd down in ruJo 89,~ &at ‘4tems reJatJnS to the same caN@Y 
of aubiacta shaJ1 be referred to tJro committee ot committees doaJing with lhrt 
catagoty of subjects’: 

0 Rub 99 of tbo prwsnt ruler of pracedun. 
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ns submitted to Ihe The Special Committee feels that the allocation of items lo committeas might 
States convened by be effected in a less rigid manner and that questions which may be considered as 

4, of the Charter. falling within the competence of two or more committees, should preferably be 
referred 10 the committee with the lightest agenda. 

DNAL CONVENTIONS 

NOT ALL MEMKU Cc,NS,LM,AT,ON OF AOENDA =EMS IN PLBNARY MEBTINOS WITHOUT PRIOR 
REPERSNCE TO A MAIN COMMITTEE , 
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UN COMMWlEeS 

‘raI Committee should 

I 23. Another means of lightening the task of any given Main Committee 
would be to consider directly in plenary meeting, without preliminary reference to 

t 

committee, certain questions which fall within the terms of reference of the Main 
Committee. This procedure would, moreover, have the great advantage of reduc- 
ing to a notable extent repetition of debate. 

$ 
It is felt that the amount of time saved by this method would be considerable, 

f 
especially if the Main Committee and plenary meetings could be held concurrently. 

If the Main Committoo could not mvt at the same time as the plenary meet- 

‘i. 
iap, the fact that tho Committee was not meeting would enable another Main Corn. 
mitt00 lo moet in Its place. 

The consideration of questlons in plenary meetings would have the benot% of 
the attendance of loaders of delegations and of greater solemnity and publicity. 
The slightly higher cat to tho United Nations of plenary meetings, duo in par- 
ticular lo the distribution of verbatim records of the meetlags, would undoubtedly 
bo compensated by the shorter duration of the session. 

Tho Oonoral Committee would be responsible for suggesting to the General 
Assembly which items on the agenda might bo dealt with in this manner. The 
Special Committea recommends that this method should be introduced on an ex- 
perimental basis a~ future sessions. 

The Special Committee is of the opinion that this procedure would be wpe- 
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cially appropriate for certain questions the essential aspects of which are already 
fsmlliar to Members. such as items which have been considered bv the General 
Assembly at previou; sessions and which do not roquiro either thi presence of 
representatives of non-member States or the hearing of testimony. 

TIE ao.0~~ OP THE PRMDENT OP THE GENERAL ASS~MSLY, OF THE CHAIRMEN 
OF c0~~n-m~ AND OF THE SECRETARIAT 

39. At this point the Special Commit& desires to stress once more the im- 
portsnco of tho role of tho President of the General Assembly and of the Chair- 
mon of commit&s. Tho satisfactory progress of the proceedings depends essen- 
Uplly on their competence, authority, tact and impartiality, their respect for the 
dLts both of minorities as wall as majorities. and their familiarity with the rules 
of procedure. Tho General Assembly, or the committee, as the case may be, is the 
msstor of tho conduct of its own proceedings. It is, however, the special tayk of 
Ihe Chalrmon to guide the proceedings of these bodies in the best intereats of all 
Iho Members. 

The Spflal Commlttso con+lers that everything possible should be done to 
help Chairman in the discharge of these important functions. The President of the 
hasrrl Assembly and the Gonoral Committee should assist the Chairmen of com- 
mIttses with their advIce. ‘Ibo Secretary-Ooneral should place his experience and 
d hip authority at their disposal. 

The Sp4al Committao is happy to note the Secretariat’s valuable practice of 
b&g dally meetings of the committee sccrotrries, under the chairmanship of 



the Executive Assistant to the Secretary-General, where the procedural quesliopc 
arising from day to day in the General Assembly and committees are thoroughly 
examined. Furthermore, the Special Committee stresses the value of having, u 
in the past, a legal adviser from the Secretariat in attendance at meetings to givo 
the Chairmen or the committees such advice as they need for the conduct of their 
business and the interpretation of the rules of procedure. 



ANNEX II’ 

The General Assembly, 

.** 
1. Recommends: 

(a) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation 
to the General Assembly to request an advisory opinion from the International 
Court of Justice, the matter may, at some appropriate stage of its consideration 
by that Committee, be referred to the Sixth Committee for advice on the legal 
a&s and on the drafting of the request, or the Committee concerned may pro- 
eesa that the matter should be considered bv a ioint Committee of itself and the 
Sixth Committee; 

. . 

(b) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation 
.e the Ocneral Assembly to refer a matter to the International Law Commission, 
the Committee may, at some appropriate stage of its consideration, consult the 
Sixth Committee as to the advisability of such a reference and on its drafting; 

(c) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation 
for the adoption by the General Assembly of any amendment to the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly, the matter shall, at some appropriate stage 
of its consideration by that Committee, be referred to the Sixth Committee for 
advice on 1’: drafting of such amendment and of any consequential amendment; 

(d) That, when a Committee considers the legal aspects of a question im- 
portant, the Committee should refer it for legal advice to the Sixth Committee 
or propose that ths questior should be considered by a joint Committee of itself 
and the Sixth Committee. 

a By resolution 684 (VII) of 6 November 1952, the Goneral Assembly, having 
examined a report of the Special Committee established under resolution 597 (VI) 
of 20 December 1951 to consider the methods and 
dealiag with le al 

t 
and draftin questions, adopt 

rccedures of the Assembly for 
J certain recommendations on 

this subject, an directed that the terms of these recommendations “shall be em- 
bodied as an annex to tbo rules of precedum of tbo Oonoral Assembly”. The reso- 
httion further rovided that “the said annox shall also set out, verbatim, ara- 
@a ha 19 20 P 9 30 35 36,37 38 and 39 of the report of the Special Comm ttee” P 
(O&l k&or& CT{ th; G&al Assembly. Seventh Scsslon, Annexes, agenda 
item 53, document A/2174). The toxt of tho afommentioned recommendations of 
tbo Osnaral Assembly ia accordin y re 

taf 
mduced in part 1, and that of the specitled 

Paratpaphs of the report of the peci Committee ia part 2, of this annex. 
aTho paragraph numbers refer to paragra hs 

Committee. Sub-titles as wall as words in squam f 
of the report of tho Special 

rackets and foot-notor have been 
luaortod hy the Secretariat for convenienca of mfomoce. 
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Parr 2 

Fixcen~n PROM THE REPORT OF THB SPECUL COMMITTEIS FOR THE CONSIDERATION 
OF IXB METHODS AND Pnocmures OF THE GENERAL AS%W.SBLY FOR D~nrvta 
WITH LEOAL AND DPMTINO QUESTIONS 

Alfocaflon of agenda items to the Main Commitlees 

19. As to the Arst of those problems [aamely, the allocation of agenda items 
to the Mabr Committees by the General Assembly at the outset of each se&?], 
the Special Committee recalled that rule 97e of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly provldcd that “Items relating to the same category of subjects 
shall be referred to the co.mmittee or committees dealing with that category of 
subjects . . .“. It also noted that a reconunendatlon of the Special Committee oa 
Methods and Procedures, approved by the General Assembly in resolu;ion 362 
(IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the rules of procedure, provided that 
I’, , . questions which may be considered as falling within the competence of two 
or more commltteea should proferably be referred to tho committee with the 
lightest agenda”. 

20. In view oi those proviaionr, the present Special Committee did not gad 
II necessary to make any formal rccommondatlon on tho allocation of agenda 
items at the opening of each session. It was confident that the General Commitlee, 
In making recommendations to the General Assembly on the distribution of agenda 
horns, would continue to bear in mind the Sixth Committee’s function, laid down 
in rule 99a of the rules of procedure, as tho Legal Committee 

Drafting of complex legal lnslrumenls 

29. During the course of the discussion [on the question of the drafting of 
complex legal Instrumants such as IntemaUonal agreements, statutes of tribunals, 
etc.] it was pointed out that the Special Committee on Methods and Procedures, 
in paragraphs 13 and 14 of Its report, approved by General Assembly resolution 
362 (IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the rules of procedure,0 made certain 
recommendations concerning the drafting of conventions, and concluded: “With 
regard to the drafting of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly recommends 
that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever possible”. 

30. The Special Committee was in complete agreement with those recom 
mesdations and, in view of their previous approval by the General Assembly, did 
not find It no’coeary to adopt a new provision on the subject. However, the 
Special Committee considered it derirablo that that point should be reaffirmed 
in Its report. On that understanding, the United Kingdom withdrew its draft 
prop0sd.f 

e Rule 99 of the present rulu of rroceduro. 
Q Rule 101 of the premnt ~101 of ..: ccdure. 
*sea page 35. 
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Drnfring oj General Assembly resolutions~ 

35. In addition to the above proposals, the United Kingdom submitted 
s draft (A/AC.60/L.22) which provided for periodic meetings of the rappor- 
tcurs of Committees with the competent officials of the Secretarial IO establish, 
in so far as practicable, common methods of drafting and lo CDSUIW that ia 
general the drafting of resolutions was satisfactory from the point of view C! 
style, form and the use of technical terms. 

36. It was pointed out that there might be certain practical difficulties in 
arranging for periodic meetings of rapportours. The Special Committee 
decided to make no formal recommendation on the subject; nevertheless, the 
Commhtec believes that it is desirable that informal consultation should take 
place from time to time between the various rapporteurs and officials of the 
Secretariat for the purpose described in the Uaited Kingdom proposal. 

Reports of fhe Secremy-General under General Assembly resolutton 352 (Ii’) 

37. The United Kingdom submitted a draft proposal (A/AC.60/L.23) 
suggesting that the Secretary-General should be requested lo furnish to the 
General Assembly an annual report on the matters dealt with by the Special 
Committee, indicating to what extent tho Assembly or its Committees had 
succeeded during the year in relrlizing the objectives aimed at and suggesting 
any appropriate adjustments or improvements in the methods and procedures 
involved. 

38. During the discussion, tho representative of the Secretary-Ooneral 
recalled that the General Assembly, in paragraph 6 of resolution 362 (IV) of 
22 October 1949, had requested the Secretary-General “(0 carry out appropriate 
studies and to submit, at such times as ho may consider appropriate, suitable 
proposats for the improvement of the methods and procedures uf the Oenoral 
Assembly and its committees . . .‘I. It was pointed out that the Secretary- 
General was much concerned with improving the procedures and methods of 
tbs Assembly and that there was no need for a now raolution request@ reports 
on that subject. 

39. The Special Committee agreed that the points covered by the United 
Kingdom draft could be included when advisable in reports of the Secmtary- 
General under resolution 362 (IV); such reports should be submitted at the 
appropriate times, and at reasonably frequent intervals. Consequently, the 
United Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Committee mado no formal 
recommendation on the subject. 

sProposal by El Salvador (A/MXO/L.20) which was withdrawn in favour 
of a revised text (A/AC.60/L.20/Rev.l) incorporatln amendments by the United 
Kiclgdom (A/AC.6O/L.21), Belpium aad Egypt. &is revised text, which was 
worded as follows, wed included ID the recommendatioas of the Special Committee 
to the Oeno:al Assembly: 

‘Ye) That normally, the Chairman of a Committee 1111, at the appro- 
priate time, cad upon the VIceChaIrman and the Rapportour to oia him for 
the purpose of proceedIn 
Secmtariat. to examine 8 

in coastdtrtion with the competent o f/i cials of the 
0 draft msolutions from the point of view of style, 

form and the uw of technical terms, and, when appropriate, lo suggest to the 
CommIttee such chaaga as they doom necessary.” 
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ANNEX III. 

Procedure for the sxamiaatlon of raporb and petMona relatl~~ to the 
Territory of South Went Afrls 

SPECIAL RULES ADOPTED BY THE &NERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS NINTH SSSSION 

Procedure with regard lo reporfs 

Special rrrle A: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the 
Committee, on South West Africa the report on South West Africa submitted 
to the Committee by the Union of South Africa (or a report on conditions 
in the Territory of South West Africa prepared by the Committee in accordanec 
with paragraph 12 (c) of Oencral Assembly resolution 749 A (VIII). together 
with the observations of the Committee on the report as well as the comments 
of the duly authorized representative of the Union of South Africa, should that 
Government decide to follow the General hssembly’s recommendation and 
appoint such a representative. 

Special rule B: Ihe General Assembly shall. as a rule, be guided by ths 
observations of the Committee on South West Africa and shall base its concl~. 
sions, as far as possible, on the Committee’s observations. 

Procedure wllh regard lo petitionr 

Speciul rule C: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the 
Committee on South West Africa a report with regard to petitions submitted 
to it, Tbe summary records of the meetings at which the petitions wera discussed 
shall be attached. 

Special rrrlc D: The General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the 
conclusions of the Committee on South West Africa and shall base its OWP 
conclusions, as far as possible, on the conclusions of the Committee. 

Sprclal ~rrle E: Having regard to rule 62 of the. rules of procedure of the 
Oeneral Assembly, meetings at which decisions concemin$moy are considered 
shall be held in pdvate. 

..-._ 

Voring procedure 

Special rule F: De&ions OP the General Assembly on questIons relabg 
to reports and ptitions concerning the Territory of South West Africa shill 
be regarded as important questions within the meaning of Article 18, paragraph 2, 
of the Charter of the United Nations. 

l See ruolution 844 (DC) of 11 October 1954. 
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AlYlYEX IV 

R@SOLUTION 1898 (XVIII) AWPTED BY THE G@NErUL ASSEMBLY 
AT m 1256~~ PLENARY MEETINO, ON 11 NOVEMBER 1963 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling with appreciation the initiative taken by the President of the 
sixteenth session of the General Assembly in his memorandum of 26 April 1962 
on the methods of work of the Assembly,. 

Reccllling its decision of 30 October 1962 CstabliShing the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General Assembly and its 
resolution 1845 (XVII) of 19 December 1962, by which it decided to continua 
the Committee, 

Having consldered the report submitted by the Ad Hoc Committec in pur- 
suance of the above-mentioned resolution,b 

Conscious of the need to adopt its methods of work to the changed circum- 
stances in the General Assembly, in particular those resulting from the recant 
increase in the number of Member States, 

Concerned however to avoid reducing in any way the possibilities for action 
available to the General Assembly under the Charter of the United Nations and 
the rules of procedure of the Assembly, 

Convinced that it is in the interests of the Organization and of Member 
St~tcs that the work of the General Assembly should bc carried out as eRIciently 
and expeditiously as possible and that, save in quite exceptional cases, the 
duration of regular sessions should not exceed thirteen weeks, 

Takes note of the observations, contained in the report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General 
Assembly and approves the recommendations submitted by the Committee, in 
particular those which provide that: 

(a) The President of the General Assembly should make every effort to 
ensure that the general debate proceeds in a methodical and regular mannor, 
and should close the list of speakers, with the consent of the Assembly, as 
soon as he considers it feasible; 

(b) All the Main Committees, except the First Committee, should begin 
their work not later than two working days after they have received the list 
of agenda items %ferrcd to them by the General Assembly; 

(c) The First Committee should meet as soon as possible lo organize 11s 
work, determine the order of discussion of the items allocated lo it and start 
the systematic consideration of its agenda; at the beginning of the session, 
such meeting might be held when there is an interruption in the general 

a0 
$ 

cl01 Records of the General Assembly, Seventeenth Session, Annexes, 
a@nda tern 86, document A/Sl23. 

b Ibid., Elghremih Seaslon. Annrxsa, ogondb item 2J, document A/3423. 

43 



debate; Inter, plenary meetings might be held during one part of the day, the 
other part being reserved for the First Committee, thus enabling the Corn. 
mittee to proceed with its regulnr work as soon as possible after the opening 
of the session; 

(d) Each of the Main Committees should establish its programme of work 
as soon as possible, including the approximate dates on which it will consider 
the various items referred to it and the date on which it proposes to conclude 
its work, on the understanding that this programme will be transmitted to the 
General Committee tc enable it to make such recommendations as it may deem 
relevant, including, when the General Committee considers it appropriate, 
recommendations as to the dates by which Main Committees should conclude 
their work; 

(c) Each of the Main Committees should consider the establishment, in 
tho circumstances referred to in paragraph. 29 to 32 of the report of the Ad 
Hoc Committee, of sub-committees or working groups of limited size. but 
reprosentativc of its membership, for the purpose of facilitating its work; 

(f) Tho General Committee should fulfil its functions under rules 40, 41 
and 42 of the rules of procedure and. in particular, make appropriate recom- 
mendations for furthering the progress of the Assembly and its Committees, 
in such a way as to facilitate the closing of the session by the date fixed; 
to this end, the General Committee should meet at least once every three 
weeks; 

(g) Presiding officers should make use of the resources provided by the 
rules of procedure and exercise their prerogatives under rules 35 and 108, /II 
order to accelerate tho work of the General Assembly; to that effect they 
should, inter alla: 

(i) Open meetings at the scheduled time; 

(ii) Urge representatives to take the floor in the order in which they 
were inscribed on the list of speakers, it being understood that repro 
sentatives prevented from so doing will normally be placed at die 
end of the list. unless thev have arrrmeed to channe places with other 
representativesi 

- _ 

(iii) Apply the rules of procedure in such 3 way 3s to ensure the proper 
exercise of the right oi reply, explanation of votes and points of order. 

Adml 
, 

Adml 
Advi! 
Advi’ 

Agen 
Ac 

Altc 
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AmI 
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