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UNITED NATIONS

RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(document A/520)

AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Adopted by the General Assembly at its 186th plenary meetmg, held on
11 December 1948 (Resolution 262 (111))

In accordance with the decision of the General Assembly of 11 December
1948, the text of rules 44 to 48, as reproduced in document A/520, should be
; amcndcd to read as follows:

Rule 44

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the official
- languages of the General Assembly, its committees and sub-committees.
* English, French and Spanish shall be the working languages.

Rule 45

Speeches made in any of the working languages shall be interpreted into
the other two working languages.

Rule 46

Speeches made in either of the other two official languages shall be
interpreted into the three working languages.

Rule 47

Any representative may make a speech in a language other than the
-official languages, In this case, he shall himself provide for interpretation into

- .. one of the working languages. Interpretation into the other working languages

. by the interpreters of the Secretariat may be based on the interpretation given
in the first working language.

Rule 48

‘ Verbatim records shall be drawn up in the working languages. A trans-
~ lation of the whole or part of any verbatim record into either of the other two
- official languages shall be furnished if requested by any delegation.




INTRODUCTION

The General Assembly, at its hundred and eighteenth plenary meeting' ]
held on 17 November 1947, adopted the following resolution proposed by |
Sixth Ciommittee:

“The General Assembly

“Approves the text of the rules of procedure as set out in the Anng
 to this report*;

“Adopts these rules of procedure as its rules of procedure;

“Decides that they shall enter into force on 1 January 1948 with the
exception of rules 127 and 135 which shall enter into force immediately.”

In addition, the Assembly, at its hundred and twenty-second plenary «
meeting, held on 21 November 1947, and on the recommendation of the
First Committee, adopted certain rules® governing the admission of ney
Members, for insertion in the rules of procedure of the General Assembly 1
adopted on 17 November 1947.

1 Document A/482.
* See rules 123 to 127, page 23,
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Note: Rules 42, 75, 76, 77 and 185, which reproduce textually provisigy

of the Charter, arc printed in heavy type. A footnote has been adt{cd in e

*case of other rules which, while based divectly on provisions of the Charter, §
uot reproduce those provisions textvally. !

I, SESSIONS

RrouLAR SESSIONS

Rule 1!

Data of meeting®? i
The General Assembly shall meet every year in regular session comuen,
ing on the third T'ucsday in September., ' :

i Rule 2
Place of meeting
Sessions shall be held at the headquarters of the United Nations ualy
convened clsewhere in pursuance of a decision of the General Assembly s,
gevious session or at the request of a majority of the Members of the Unilﬁi
ations, . :

Rule 3

Any Member of the United Nations may, at least one hundred w}
twenty days before the date fixed for the opening of a regular session, requgf
that the session be held elsewlere than at the headquarters of the Uniy
Nations. The Sccrctary-General shall immicdiately communicate the requsg
together with his recotmendations, to the other Members of the Uni
Nations. If within thirty days of the date of the communication a majoi)
of the Members concur in the request, the session shall be held accordigy

. Rulo 4 ' . ;
Notification of session

The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United Natinf

at least sixty days in advance, of the opening of a regular scssion, “F

Rule &
Adjournment of session ¥
"Phe General Assembly may decide at any session to adjourn lcmpom‘ﬁ
and resumne its meetings at a later date.
e {1
1 Rule based directly on a provision of the Gharter. -
3 8ec yule 161: The description of the rules fu the explanatory noles shall be disregat

tu the Interpretation of the yiles,
t Where no explanatory note is given, the previous explanatory note applics.
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SPRCIAL SESSIONS

Rula 6

Swmmoning by the General dssembly
‘T'he General Asseinbly may fix a date for a special session.

Rule 7

Summoning on vequest from the Securily Council oy Membars

Special sessions of the General Assembly shall be held within fifteen dgy
of the receipt by the Scoretary-General of a request for such a session from i
Sccurity Council, or of a request from a majority of the Members of
}Jni;(l:d é‘latiom, or of the concurrence of a majority of Members us providyt
n e o,

Rule 8 ;
Regnest by Members 1%

Any Member of the United Nations may vequest the Secretary-Geneg}
to summnion a special scssion, The Secretary-General shall immediately i |
form the other Members of the United Nations of the request and jngui [
whether they concur in it, If within thirty days of the date of the commus
cation of the Secrctary-General a majority of the Members concur in k[
request, a special session of the General Assembly shall be summoned i}
accordance with rule 7. 1

Rule 9

Natification of meeting :
The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United Natio

at least fourteen days in advance, of the opening of a special session summon}
at the request of the Sceurity Council, and, at least ten days in advance, b’
the case of a request by a majority of the Members or the concurrence dlif
majority in the request of any Member, i 1

S —————

REGULAR AND SPEOIAL SESSIONS

Rule 10

Natification to other bodies 3
Clopies of the notice summoning each session shall be addressed todf
other principal organs of the United Nations and to the specialized agends

referred to in Article 57, paragraph 2, of the Charter,




11. AGENDA
REGULAR SESSIONS '
Rule 11

Provisional agenda

The provisional agenda for a regular session shall be drawn up by t
Secretary-General and communicated to the Members of the United Natigy
at least sixty days before the apening of the session, f

Rule 12

The provisional agenda of a regular session shall include: :
(@) Report of the Sccrctary-General on the work of the Organiy,

tion;
(&) Reports from the Security Gouncil,
the Economic and Social Council,
the Trusteeship Council,
the International Court of Justice, f
the subsidiary organs of the General Asscmbiy }
specialized agencies (where such reports al
called for under agreements entered into); |

(¢) All items the inclusion of which has been ordered by E
General Assembly at a previous session; |
(d) Al items proposcd by the other principal organs of the Ui
Nations; ' t
(e) Allitems proposed by any Member of the United Nations;
(fy All items pertaining to the budget for the next financial y !
and the report on the accounts for the last financial year; ¥
(g) All items which the Sccretary-General deems it necessary yf
put hefore the General Assembly; and
(h) All items proposed under Article 35, paragraph 2, of &
Charter by States not Members of the United Nations, -

Rule 13
Supplementary items _

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the Secrctary
General may, at.least thirty days before the date fixed for the opening ofa
regular session, request the inclusion of supplementary items in the agondif
These items shall be placed on a supplementary list, which shall be comme
nicated to the Members of the United Nations at least twenty days belo
the date fixed for the opening of the session. R
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Rule 14

| dmendments, deletions and additional itens
During any regular session of the General Asscinbly items may Iy f
amended or deleted from the agenda, #2d additional items of an importan
and urgent character may be placed on the agenda, by a majority of the
Mendbers present and voting. Consideration of additional items shall be poy, §
poned until seven days after they have been placed on the agenda, unley.
the General Assembly, by a two-thirds majority of the Members present agg §
voting, decidcs otherwise, and until a conumittee has reported upon them, .

i

- SPEOIAL SESSIONS

Rule 15

Provisional agenda
The provisional agenda of a special session, summoned at the requestol |
the Security Council, shall be communicated to the Members of the Unitel |
Nations at least fourtcen days before the opening of the scssion, The provi
sional agenda of a special session summoned at the request of a majorityd
the Members, or the concurrence of a majority in the request of any Membe, §
shall be communicated at least ten days before the opening of the session, -

Rule 16

The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist only of thes
items proposcd for consideration in the request for the holding of the session,

Rule 17

Supplementary items . . d
Any Mcmber or principal organ of the United Nations or the Secretay
General may, at least four days before the date fixed for the opening of s
special session, request the inclusion of supplementary items in the agends
Such items shall be placed on a supplementary list which shall be commun
cated to the Members of the United Nations as soon as possible, :

Rule 18

Additional items :
During a special session itenis on the supplementary tist and additiond
items may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the Membes
present and voting.

i



RUEGULAR AND SRECIAL SESSIONS
Rule 19

Approval of the agenda
At cach scssion the provisional agenda and the supplementavy list 1 f
gether with the report of the General Committeg thercon, shall be suliminy
‘to the General Assembly for approval as soon as possible after the openjugy
thesession, Lo S . '

“Rulo 20 ‘

Maoadification of the allocation of expenses :

. No proposal for a modification of the allocation of expenses for the tin
being in force shall be placc.d on the agenda unless it has heen communicate §
to the Members of the United Nations at least ninety days before the gy §

fixed for the opening of the scssion,.. :

111, DELEGATTIONS
. Rule 21!
Comiposition
"The delegation of a Member shall consist of not more than five repe f
sentatives and five alternate representatives, and as many advisers, techniolf
advisers, experts and persons of similar status as may be required hy
dclegation, . . o |
Rule 22
Alternales o
An alternate representative may act as a representative upon designain
by the Chairman of the delegation. :

IV, CREDENTIALS _
Rule 23 W

Submission of credentials ;
The credentials of representatives, and the names of members ol -5
delegation shall be submitted to the Sceretary-General if possible not lessthaf
one week before the date fixed for the opening of the session, The credentisg}
shall be issued cither by the Head of the State or Government or by i
Minister for Foreign Affairs, -

‘Rule 24

Credentials Conuniltee )
A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginning of edf
session. 1t shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed by lp
General Assembly on the proposal of the President, The Committee shall eli§
its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of representatives and repaf
without delay, o

—_—————
3 Rule based divcetly on a provision of the Charter.
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* the six Main Committees referred to in rule 90, on the basis of cnsuring

Rule 25
Provisional admission to a session o

Any representative to whose admission a Member has made objectig |
shal‘l be seated provisionally with the same vights as other representatiy
until the Credentials Committce has reported and the General Asscibly by

given its decision,

|

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS |
Rule 26

1'emporary President i
At the opening of cach session of the General Assembly the Chairman

that delegation from which the President of the previous session was elecy

shall preside until the General Assembly has clected a President fo- the sesly,

Rulo 27¢

Llections
The General Assembly shall elect a President and seven Vice-Presidon
who shall hold office until the close of the session at which they are cleud,
I'he Vice-Presidents shall be clected, after the clection of the Chairmen d

representative character of the General Gomuittce, -

. Rulo 28
Agting President '
1f the President finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or ay

part thercof, he shall appoint onc of the Vice-Presidents to take his place, -

Rule 29
A Vice-President acting as Pregident shall have the same powers l

dutics as the President,

Rulq 30

Replacement of the President
If the President is unable to perform his functions, a new Presidunt shl)
b clected for the unexpired term.

Rule 31

Geueral powers of the President .
In addition to exercisiug the powers which are conferred upon b
clsewhere by these rules, the President shall declare the opening and closy

1 Rule based divectly on a provision of the Charter. =
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of cach plenary meeting of the session, shall direct the discussions in pleug
mccti'ng, cnsure obscrvance of these rules, accord the right to speak, yy
questions and announce decisions, He shall rule on points of order, and, sy, |

jeet ta thesc rules, shall have complete control of the proceedings at gy
meeting and over the maintenance of order thereat,

Rule 32

I'he President shall not vote : :
The President, or Vice-President acting as President, shall not vote by |
shall appoint another member of his delegation to vote in his place.

VL GENERAL COMMITTEE

Rule 338
Composition
The General Committec shall consist of fourtcen members no twoof
whom shall be members of the same delegation, and shall be so constitutedy
to ensurc its representative character, It shall comprise the President of fi
Gencral Assembly, who shall preside, the seven Vice-Presidents and ik
Chairmen of the six Main Committecs. ' B |

Rulo 34

Substitute members i :
If a Vice.President of the General Assembly finds it necessavy ok
absent during a meeting of the General Committee he may designatea
member of his delegation as his substitute, A CGhairman of a Main Commitad
shall, in case of absence, designate the Vice-Chairman of the Committersf
his substitute. A Vice-Chairman shall not have the right to vote if he isof g}
same delegation as another member of the Gomnittee, z

Rule 35 £
Iungtions i &
The General Committee shall at the beginning of cach session consid
the provisional agenda, together with the supplementary list, and shall makf:
a repost thereon to the General Assembly. It shall consider requests for ttf:
inclusion of additional items in the agenda and shall report thercon tokf:
Gencral Assembly, It shall assist the President and the General Asscmblyi
drawing up the agenda for cach plenary meeting, in determining the priongf:
of its items, and in the co-ordination of the proceedings of all committend}-
the General Assembly, Finally, it shall assist the President in the gencral wef
duct of the work of the General Assembly which falls within the competasf
of the President. It shall not, however, decide any political question.

7




_ Rule 36

Participation by representatives of Members roquesting the inclusion of ity
in the agenda , ' ‘ T
A Meomber of the General Assembly which has no representative on thy, |
General Committee, and which has reguested the inclusion of an item in th k
agenda, shall be entitled to attend any meeting of the General Committee gy f
'which its request is discussed, and may participate, without vote, in the di,. |
cussion of that itein, : ¥

Formal revision of resolations of the General Assambly

The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by the
General Assembly, changing their form but not their substance. Any such |
changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its consideration, . I

VI, SECRETARIAT

Rule 38°

Duties of the Secreiary-General :
The Sceretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the -
General Assembly, its committees and sub-committees, He may designatea §.
member of the staff to act in his place at these meetings. R £

Rule 39

. 'The Sccretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required ly
the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs which il [
may establish, o
Rule 40 i

Duties of the Secretariai ) -
The Secretariat shall receive, transiate, print and distribute documenty
reporty and revolutions of the General Assembly, its committees and orga; §
interpret speeches made at the mectings; prepate, print and circulate te
summary records of the session; have the custody and proper prescrvationd 5
the documents in the archives of the General Assembly; publish the repons}
of the meetings; distribute all documents of the General Assembly to e
Members of the United Nations, and, gencrally, perform all other wo
which the General Assembly may require,

Rula 41°

Annual report of the Secretary-General g |
The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such supple
-mentary reports as are required, to the General Assembly on the work of ik

1 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter.
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Organization, He shall communicate the annual report to the Metmbers o
the United Nations at last forty-five days before the opening of the sew

. Rule 42

Notification under Article 12 of the Gharter : o
The Secretary-Genetal, with thie consent of the Sccurity Council, shy
notify the General Assembly at cach session of any matters relative to the mai,
tenance of international peace and security which arc helng dealt with by
Security Councll, and shall similasly notify the General Asscmbly, o the Mgy,
Ders of the United Natlons if the General Asscinbly s not in session, immediag
the Security Council censes to deal with such mattens, ‘ ‘

Rule 43!
Regulations concerning the Secretariat
The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the sta
of the Secretatiat, ' '
VIII, LANGUAGES
‘Rulo 44

‘Official and working languages

Chinese, Xaglish, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the offic Y
languages of the General Assembly, its committees and sub-committe
Linglish and Yrench shall be the working languages. -

el

Rule 45 :

Interpretation from a working language .
Speeches made in either of the working languages shall be interpred

into the other working language. —

Rule 46

Interpretation from official languages
Speeches made in any of the other three official languages shall be ity
preted into both working languages.

Rule 47

Interpratation from other languages
Any representative may make a speech in a language other than th
ofticial languages, In this case, he shall himself provide for interpretation i}
one of the working languages. Interpretation into the other working languag
by an interpreter of the Scerctariat may be based on the interpretation gival
in the first working language. '
‘Ruluﬂi;;scd directly on a provision of the Gharter.
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~Rulo 48

Language of verbatim vecords

Verbatita records shall be drawn up in the working languages. A trang,”
tion of the whole or part of any verhatim record ito any of the other offigy
Janguages shall be furnished if requested by any delegation. :

. : }fwlﬁ.,"‘? o

Laugunage of summary records  » e N
Summary records shall be drawn up as squn as possible in the officiy

languages, ~ O i e

Rulo 50.

Language of Journal . :
The Journal of the General Assembly shall bz ixsucd in the workiy
lunguages.
Rule 51 B

Language of resolutions and important documents
All resolutions and other important docurents shall be made availab

in the official langnages. Upon the request of any representative, any oty
document shall be made available in any or all of the oflicial languages. -

Rule 52
Publications in languages other than the official languages
Documents of the Gener:l Aseembly, its coinmittees and sub-committes,
shall, if the General Assembly so decides, be publishied in any languages othy
thay the official languagces,

IX. RECORDS
Rule 53

Verbatim recovds 3

Verbatim records of all plenary meetings shall be drawn up by th
Secrctariat and submitted to the Genzral Assembly after approval by ik
President. Verbatim records shall also be made of the proceedings of ik
Main Committees estublished by the General Assembly, Other commitiey
¢t sub-committees may decide upon the form of their records, ;

Rule 54
Resowtions

Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly shall be communicatd
hy the Secretar j-Gieneral to the Members of the United Nations within fifle
days after the termination of the session, =
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X, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS: PLENARY MEBTINGS,
MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTALS ' f

[ Rl 33

Ganeral principles o — : :
£+ The meetings of the General Ascenibly and its Main Committees shy §;
be held in public unless the body concerned decides that exceptional civeyg
stances require that the meeting be held in private. Mectings of other cop, |
mittces and sub-committees. shall. also be held in public unless the bogy {;
concerned decides otherwise, L 0 ‘

Rule 56 .
DPrivate meetings o
All decisions of the General Assembly taken at a private meeting shy
be announced at an early public mecting of the General Assembly. At the
close of cach private mecting of the Main Comumnittees, other committecs g
sub-committees, the Chairman may issuc a communiqué through i f
Scerctary-General, For )

X1, PLENARY MEETINGS
~ CoNDUGT OF BUSINESS

Rule 57 -

Report of the Secretary-General )

Proposals to refer any portion of the report of the Secretary-Generaly :
one of the Main Committees. without debate shall be decided upon by t |-
General Asscmbly without previous rveference to the General Gomimittee, . §

Rulo 58

Reference to committees

The Geacral Asscbly shall not, unless it decides otherwise, nuakea
final decision upon any item on the agenda until it has received the repot
of a committee on that item,

" Rule 59

Discussion of commistee veports

Discussion of a report of a Main Committce in a plenaxy meeting of t
General Assembly shall take place if at least one-third of the Moulen
present and voting at the plenary meeting consider such a discussion tok

necessary.

Rule 60
Quorum =
A majority of the Members of the General Assembly shall constitute

guorum,




o - - Rule 61
Spggehes : . T , :

No representative may address the General Assembly without haviy }
previously obtained the permission of the.President. The President shall c;%
upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to spuak, Th §
l_’x'cgldcnt may call a speaker tasorder, if his remarks are not relevant to g §
subject under discussion, et g
S s ~Rule 62.
Lracedence R L |

The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committce may be aceguky |
precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusion arrived at by thy §
canmunittee. T T _ :

Rule 63

Statoments by the Secretarial o :

The Secrctary-General, or a member of the Scerctariat designated iy f
him as his representative, may at any time make either oral or written sta f
ments to the General Assembly concerning any question under consideratinf
by it, ' |

Rule 64

Points of order :

During the discussion of any matier, a xcpresentative may rise toa
point of order and the point of order shall be immediately decided by i}
President in accordance with the rules of procedure. A representative nyf
appeal against the ruling of the rosident. The appeal shall immedisihf
be put to the vote, and the President’s ruling shall stand unless ovcn{ulcdhi "
a majority of the Mambers present and voting. ' :

Rulo 65

Time limit on speeches _
The General Assembly may limit the time o be allowed to cach speka

Rule 66

Closing of list of speakers :
During the course of a debate the President may announce the ligd
speakers and, with the consent of the General Assembly, declare thel
closed, He may, however, accord the right of reply to any Member if  spe
delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this desivabie.

Rule 67

Adjournment of debate :

During the discussion of any matier, a representative may move

adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition to (hj:

proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour of, and tef

againt, the motion, after which the mation shall be immediately put tod}.
vote,
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Rule 68

Glosuro of debate

A representative may ak any time move the closure of the debate ony,
item under discussion whether or not any other rcpresentative has signifly)
his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of the debate shall i
accorded only ta two speakers opposing the closure, after which the moljgy
shall be inunediately put to the vote, If the General Assembly Is in favoyq
the closure the President shall declare the closure of the debate.

“Rule 69

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the s,
pension or the adjournment of the mecting. Such motions shall not be de
bated, but shall be immediately put to the vote. e

Rule 70

1

Order of procedural motions
Subject to rule 64, the following motions shall have precedence in iy
following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting: =

(@) 'L'osuspend the meeting;
(b) Toadjourn the mecting; - Tz
(¢) "To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion; ‘ oz
(d) Yor the closurc of the debate on the item under discussion. T

Rule 71

Projosals and amendments =t

Proposals and amendmeuts shall normally be introduced in writing ailf
handed to the Secrctary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegation]
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at ap}
meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of it have been circulatedy
all delegations not Jater than the day preceding the meeting. The Troside)
may, however, permit the discussion and consideration of amendments, ordf;
motions as to procedure, even though these amendments and motions hay
not been circulated or have only been circulated the same day.

Rule . 72

Decisions on competence :

Subject to rule 70, any motion calling for a decision on the competent
of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall be puy:
the vote immediately before a vote is taken on the proposal in question.

13



Rule 73

Withdrawal of motions
- A motion may he withdrawn hy its proposer at auy time before voting |

it lias commenced, provided that the motion has not heen amended. A mofiy

which has thus heen withdrawn may be reintroduced by any Member., i |

i - : Rulo-74 R
Reconsidération of propasals — ~+ 7 T :

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be reew, b
sidered at the same session unless the ‘General Assewmbly, by a twodthig |
majority of the Members present and voting, so decides, Permission to sped
on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers upposing
motion, after which it shall be immediately put to the vote.

1

O

VorinNG
Rule 75

Voting ights
Each Member of the General Assembly shaif huve oue vote,

Rule 76

Two-thirds majorily

Decisions of the General Assembly on important questions shall be nu
by a two-thirds majority of the Membess present and vating. These questiog}
shall include: recommendations with respect to the maintenance of internationdf
peace and security, the clection of the non-pesmancot members of the Scourip}
Council, the election of the members of the Economic and Social Cound i
election of members of the Trustecship Council in accordance with pargudl
1 ¢ of Article 86 of the Charter, the adinission of new Members to the Unjy
Nations, the suspeasion of the rights and privileges of membership, the oxpil
sion of Mentbers, questions elating to the operation of the Trusteeship Syst
and budgetaty questions, ‘

Rule 77
Simple majority
Decisions of the General Assembly on guestions other than those provl
for in rule 76, including the determination of additional categories of qu
tlons to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be made by a majority of b
Members present and voting, :

0

Rule 78
Meaning of the expression “Members present and voling”
For the purpose of these rules, the phrase “Members prosent
voting” means Members casting an affirmative or negative vote, Me
which abstain from voting are cousidered as not voting.

14



‘Rule .79

Method of voting ' : e

‘The-General Assembly shall normally vote by show of hands o
standing, but any representative may request a roll-call, The roll-call gy |
e taken in the English alphabetical order of the names of the Mem
beginning with the Member whose name is drawn by lot by the Preside,
T'he name of each Member shall be called in any roll-call and one of j
representatives shall reply “Ves”, “No” or “Abstention™. The result of g §
voting shall be inserted in the record in the English alphabetical orde o

the names of the Membars,

1

. : Rule. 80
Conduct during voting - ;
After the President has announced the beginning of voting, no xoy
sentative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in connexin |
with the actual conduct of the voting. Explanations of their votes by Membey
may, however, be permitted by the President cither before or after the votiy, |

‘Rule 81

Division of proposals
Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately if a representative
quests that the proposal be divided, 'The resulting proposal shall then be puty
a final vote in its entirety, LT e e

Rule 82

Voting on amendments
""" When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shal k
voted on.first, When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, i
General Assembly shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed i
substance from the oviginal proposal and then on the amendmeni nex
furthest removed therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments. have bew
put to the vote, If one or more amendments arc adopted, the amended pi f
posal shall then be voted upon, A motion is considered an amendment toa
proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from o revises part of that proposal, '

Rule 83 ity

Voting on proposals B
If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the General Assew |

bly shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the orderis
which they have been submitted. The General Assembly may, after cach vt
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal, T
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- Rule 84
Eleclions
.. Al dlections shall be held by secret ballot, Vhere shall be na newming,

‘Rule QS

When only one person or Member js to -be elected and no candi
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be g
whici shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the largest nuphyf
of votes. If in the sccond ballot the votes are equally divided, and a majof
s vequired, the President shall decide between the candidates by drawing b
1f a two-thirds majority is vequired, the balloting shall be continued unt
candidate sccures two-thizds of the voi cast; provided that, after the (g
inconclusive hallot, vates may be cast for any eligible person or Menbey, I
three such unrestricted ballots arc inconclusive, the next three ballots dif:
he restricted to the two candidates who obtained the greatest number of ypf
in the third of the unrestricted hallots, and the following three ballots thy-
after shall he unrestricted, and so on until a person or Member is cletdf
These provisiong shall not prejudice the application of rules 132, 133, 1
and 137, o Uy

Rule 86

When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time underif:
same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot the majf
required shall be elected. If the number of candidates obtaining such may
ity is less than the numaer of persons or Members to be elected, there g}
be additional ballots to fill the remaining places, the voting being restri
to the candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes in the previous bals
to a number not more than twice the places remaiaing to be filled; prov:
that, after the third inconclusive ballot, votes may bz cast for any ef
person or Member, If three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive §:
next thrce ballots shall be restricted to the candidates who obtained 43
greatest number of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a nu
not more than twice the places remaining to be filled, and the following
ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until all the placesh
been filled, These provisions shall not prejudice the application of rules|
133, 135 and 137,
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Rule. 87 .

Lqually divided votes

1f a vote is equally divided on mattors other than clections, & second vy,
shall be taken at a subscquent meuting which shall be held within forty-cigy 3¢
hours of the first vote, and it shall be expressly inentioned in the agenda iy g
a second vote will be taken on the matter-in question, If this vote also v,
in cquality, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected.

Y N

XII, COMMITTELS. "
-CREATION, OFEICERS,

- :Rule_88,
Greation : ST . ) _
The General Assembly may sct up such commitiees as it deems nege}:
sary for the performance of its functions... . .. i 2

Rule 89 .

Categories of subjects o : L E
Ttems relating to the same category of subjects shall be referred tq
committee or committees dealing with that category of subjects, Commi
shall not introduce new items on their own initiative. 77

Rule 90
Main Committees . .

~ The Main Comumittees of the General Assembly are:
(1) Political and_Security Committee (including the regulation ¢
armaments) oL b

" (2) Kconomic and Financial Committec;
(3) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee; :
(4) Trusteeship Committce (including Non-Self-Governing Teif
torfes); ’ - wosp
(5) Administrative and Budgetary Committce; and
(6) Legal Committee. ' A

Rule 9N

Representation of Members i

Lach Member may be represented by one person on cach Main Co:é
mittee and on any other committec that may be constituted upon which
Members have the right to be represented. It may also assign to thes
mittces advisers, technical advisers, experts or persons of similar status

17




Rule..92

Representation of Members (continued) .
I (Jpon designation by the Chairman of the delegation, advisers, technig|
‘advisers, ‘experts. or persons of similar status may act as members of ¢y
mittecs, Persons of this status shall not, however, unless designated as.alg,
nate represéntatives,” be - eligible ‘for 'appointment ‘as Chaivmen, Vi,
‘Chairmen or Rapporteurs of committees or for scats in-the General Assqiby,

Subscommitiees :
Lach committce may set up sub-committees, which shall elect their oy
officars, - .

“Rule 94

Officers B e
Bach committce shall elect its own Chaitman, Vice-Chairman gy
Rapporteur, These officers shall be clected on the basis of equitable gy
graphical distribution, experience and personal competence. These clection
shall be-held. by secret ballot. ) cee <

Rulo 95

I'he Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote -

The Chairman of a Main Clommittec shall not vote but another memly
of his delegation may vote in his place. L

‘Rule 96

Absence of officers : SO

If the Chairman finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting oray
part thercof, the Vice-Chairman shall take his place. A Vice-Chairman acln
as Chairman shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairman, Iiay
officer of the committee is unable to perform his functions, a new officer sy
be elected for i o

Rulo 97
Irunctions of the Chaiyman Ceriass
The Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each meely
of the comiuittee, shall divect its discussions, ensure obscrvance of these ruk
accord the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions, He s
vule on points of order and, subject to these rales, shall have complete contid
of the procecdings of the committee and over the maintenance of opdes
its meetings. e
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‘CoNbuaT OF BUSINESS
" Rule 98

Quorum - = e I R
© A majority of the members of a committee shall constitute a quon :

Speeches - e e e e
No representative may address the committee without having previog |
obtained the permission of the Chairman, The Chairman shall call y i
speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak, The Chaing b
may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the subjoect uyg, i
discussion, o . S

o - -Rula 100
Precedence
The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee or sub-commiyy b
may be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclyigd
arrived at by their committee or sub-committee, :
Rule 101
Statements by the Secretariat |
The Sceretary-General or a member of the Scerctariat designated by "
him as his representative may, at any time, make oral or written statemey
to any committee or sub-commitiee concerning any question under o}
sideration by it. o ' .

Rule 102

Points of order
During the discussion of any matter, a representative may risc to a powf
of order and the point of order shall be immediatcly decided by the Chairmn|
in accordance with the rules of procedurc. A representative may appd)
against the ruling of the Chairman, The appeal shall immediately be putt
the vote, and the Chairman’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majoriy
of the members present and voting, T

Rule 103

T'ime limit on speeches
_The committee may limit the time to be allowed to cach speaker.,

Rule 104

Closing of list of speakers d

During the course of a debate the Chainnan may announce the listdf

speakers, and, with the consent of the committee, declare the list clos:

He may, however, accord the right of reply to any member if a spealf
delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this desirable.
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‘Rule 105

Adjournment of debate

During the discussion of any nmuu, a upu‘wnt.m\'c nmay nove- gy, |
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion, In addition o)
proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favowr of, and o
against, the motion, after which the motmn shall be unmcdmtcly Put tothe.
V()tl.. .

. Rulo'lOd e
Clo.mw o[ (lqbatc |

A representative may at auy time move tlm (.losmc of the dcbnlu on the |
item under discussion whether or not any other representative has signified .
his wish to speak. Perinission to speak on the closure of the debate shall 1y
accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, after which the motigy
shall be immediately put to the vote, If the committec is in favour of the
(1(Nuc thc C.haumau shall dcclau. the closure of thc debate, - :

Rule 107

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting |

Dming the discussion of any matter, a 1cp1mcntativo may move the
suspension or the adjournment of the mecting, Such motions shall not b
debatcd but shall bic immediately put to the vote.

‘Rulo 108

Order of procedural motions

Subject to rule 102, thé following motions shall have precedence in the
{ollowing order.over all other proposals or motions hefore the mecting:

(a) Tosuspend the mecting;

(b) To adjourn the meeting;

(¢) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion;

(d) Yor the closure of the debate on the item under discussion,

Rule 109

Proposals and amendments o

Proposals and amendments shall normally he introduced in writing and
handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations,
As a gencral rule, no propaosal ﬁhd" be discussed or put to the vote at agy
mecting of the committee unless copies of it have heen circulated to all dele
gations not later than the day preceding the meeting. The Chairman may,
however, permit the discussion and consideration of amendments, or o
motions as to procedure, even though these amendments and motions ha\c
not been circulated or have only been circulated the same day.
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, ‘Rule 110.
Degisions on competence s
‘Subject to rule 108, any motion. calling for a decision on the competey)
of the General Assembly to adopt a-proposal submitted ta it shall be p “
the vote immodiately before a vote is taken on the-proposal in question, .y

§

Rule 111
Withdrawal of motions ERCRNT: St E
<" A motlon-may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before.yp)
on it has commenced, provided that the motion has uot been amended,:
“~motion.which has thus been withdrawa may bereintroduced by any ’

1Y .y

" Reconsideration of proposals b :
When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be reoy
sidered at the same session unless the committee, by a two-thirds majority
the members present and voting, so decides, Permission to speak on a motig
to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the motjod
after which it shall be immediately put to the vote, 7

VoriNg
Voting rights A )
" Each mamber of the committee shall have ong vote.

' Rule 114

-Majority required S
" Decisions in the committees of the General Assembly shall be taken

a majority of the members present and voting, - ‘ !

- Rule 115

Meaning of the expression “Members present and voting”
Yor the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members present and voting

means members casting an affirmative or negative vote, Memb

abstain from voting arc considered as not voting. SERRREE

Rule 116
Mathod of voting
" ""The committce shall normally vote by show of hands or by standisf
but any representative may request a roll-call, The roll-call shall be taken]
the Fngish alphabetical order of the names of the members, beginuing i
the member whose name is drawn by lot by the Chaivman, "Uhe name of g
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member shall be called in any roll-call and he shall reply “ch” “N )
“Abstention”. The result of the voting shall be inserted in the record iy
English alphabetical order of the names of the members.

Rule 117

Conduct during voling )

Alter the Chairman has announced the beginning of voting, no l‘epre

sentative shall interrupt the vote except on a point of order in connexjy,

with the actual conduct of the voting. Explanations of their votes by ny,

bers may, however, be permitted by the Chau'man either before of aﬁu
the voting. -

Rule 118

Division of proposals
Parts of a proposal shall be voted on separately if a rcpresentanvm
quests that the proposal be divided. The rcsultmg proposal shall be putm
final vote in its entirety.

Rule 119
Voting on amendments
When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shal}y
voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal; ty
committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in substany
from: the original proposal and then on the amendment next furthest remgp]
therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the y
If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then
voted upon, A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal 1f it -
adds to, deletw from or revises part of that proposal. -

Rule 120

Veoting on proposals
1f two or more proposals relate to the same question, a committee shil
unless it decides otherwise, votc on the proposals in the order in which thy
have been submitted. A committee may, after each vote on a proposal, deu
whether to vote on the next proposal

Rule 121
Elections . : o
When only one person or member is to be elected and no candidy
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall he take
which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the largest numk
of votes. If in the second ballot, the votes are equally divided, and a majoriy
is required, the Chairman shall decide between the candidates by drawingl

22

g EXCESSIVE -GyT



inal, on appelle chaque membre et il répond “oui” ou * non” ou “absten-
gon” Les résultats du scrutin sont consignés au compte rendu suivant Pordre
aphabétique anglais des noms des membres.

Article 117
Régles & observer pendant le vole
Lorsque le Président a annoncé que le scrutin commence, aucun membre
s¢ peut interrompre le vote, sauf 'il s’agit d’une motion d’ordre ayant trait
3]a maniére dont s’effectue le scrutin en question. Cependant, le Président
gt permettre aux membres de donner des explications sur leur vote soit
avant, soit aprés le scrutin. '

Article 118
Division des propositions
La division est de droit si elle est demandée. Aprés le vote sur les diffé-
rentes parties, la proposition qui en résulte est mise aux voix pour adoption
definitive. -

Article 119
Vole sur les amendements . .
Lorsqu’une proposition fait 'objet d’un amendement, ’'amendement est
mis aux voix en premier lieu. Si deux ou plusieurs amendements 4 une propo-
sifion sont en présence, la commission vote d’abord sur celui qui s’éloigne lc
plus, quant au fond, de la proposition primitive. Elle vote ensuite sur I'amen-
dement qui, aprés celui-ci, s’éloigne le plus de ladite proposition, ct ainsi de
quite jusqu’a ce que tous les amendements aient ét¢ mis aux voix. Si un ou
plusieurs amendements sont adoptés, on vote ensuite sur la proposition modi-
fiée. Une motion est considérée comme un amendement & une proposition si
dle comporte simplement une addition, une suppression ou une modification
intéressant une partie de ladite proposition.

Article 120

Vote sur les propositions

Si deux ou plusieurs propositions relatives 4 la méme question sont en
présence, la commission, & moins qu’elle n’en décide autrement, vote sur ces
proposition selon P'ordre dans lequel elles ont été présentées. Aprés chaque
vote, }a commission peut décider si elle votera ou non sur la proposition

suivante.

Artidle 121

Elections

Lorsqu’il s*agit d’élire une seule personne ou un seul membre, et qu’au-
om candidat ne recueille au premier tour la majorité prévue, on procéde 2
unsecond tour de scrutin, mais le vote ne porte plus que sur les deux candidats
ayant obtenu le plus grand nombre de voix. Si les deux candidats recueillent
le méme nombre de voix, 3 ce second tour, et si la majorité est requise, le
Président décide entre les candidats en tirant au sort.
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XIV, ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS
GENERAL PROVISIONS . ‘

Rule *28
T'erms of office .
Except as provided in rule 136, the term of office of members of Councils |
shall begin on 1 January following their election by the General Assembly,
and shall end on 31 December following the election of their successors.

Rule 129
By-¢lections '
Should a member cease to belong to a Council before his term of office
expires, a by-clection shall be held separately at the next session of the General
Assembly to elect a member for the unexpired term.

ErLECTION OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Rule 130
Election of the Secretary-General
When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on the
appointment of the Secretary-General, the General Assembly shall consider
the recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in private meeting..

Tur SecuriTy CouNciL

Rule 131*
Annual elections .
The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular

session, elect threc non-permanent members of the Security Council for a
term of two years,

Rule 132*
Qualifications for membership
In the election of non-permanent members of the Security Council, in
accordance with Article 23, paragraph 1 of the Charter, due regard shall be
specially paid, in the first instance to the contribution of Members of the
United Nations to the maintenance of international peace and security and

to the other purposes of the Organization, and also to equitable geographical
distribution. ‘

* Rule based directly on a provision of the Gharter,

24




e - Rule 133"
Re-eligibility i :
) A.rctir'mg member of the Security Council shall not he cligible.f
immecdiate re-clection, ‘:

.. Tz Econosla ann. Soaiat, Counats,
e Rulo 1347 "

Annual elgctions bl el el LD T AR :

_ The General Assembly shall cach year, in the course of its reguly
session, clect six members of the. Economic and Social Gouncil for a temy
three years, - : R A

e ' Rle 135 ey
Re-eligibility R S s .

A setising member of the Economic and Soclal Council shall be eligible f
immediate re-clection. - el g

Tue TrusTrEsHIP CouNal

Rule 136

QOccasions for elections ¥
When a Trustecship Agreement has been approved and a Member df

the United Nations has become an Administering Authority of a Trust Teri |§
“tory in accordance with Article 83 or 85 of the Charter, the General A |
shall proceed to such clection or elections to the Trusteeship Council as
be necessary, in accordance with Article 86. A Member or Mewmbers clectl§
at any such clection at a regular session shall take office immediately

their election and shall complete their terms in accordance with the provisi}}

of rule 128, as if they had begun their terms of office on 1 January folloig}

their clection, : oL L

Rule 137° ) ] |

Term of office and re-eligibility R

A non-administering member of the Trusteeship Gouncil shall be clecdf

for a term of three years and shall be eligible for immediate re-clection, R

Rule 138
Vacancies Co i
At each session the General Assembly shall, in accordance with Artidg
86 of the Charter, elect members to fill any vacancics,

[
3 Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Charter,
3 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter.
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T'HE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF. JUSTICE

Method of election " * “ R AR S
The clection of the members of the International Court of Justice shyj
take place in accordance with the Statutc of the Coutt,

- - Rule 140 AR

“* Any meeting of the General Assembly held in.pursuance of the Stagy,

of the International Court of Justice for.the purposc of the clection of mey,
bers of the Court shall continue until as many candidates as arc reguired fy
all the seats to be filled have obtained in one or more ballots an ‘absoly
majority of votes. ‘ St

XV. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGITARY QUESTIONS )

Rule 141

Regulations for financial administration :
The General Assembly shall establish regulatious for the financial admiy
istration of the United Nations. : -

Rule 142

-Estimates of expenditure T
No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a con
“ mittee for approval by the General Assembly unless it is accompanicd by a
-estimate of expenditures prepared by the Secretary-General. No resolutie
in respect of which expenditurcs are anticipated by the Secretary-Gene
shall be voted by the General Assembly until the Administrative and Budg
ary Committee has had an opportunity of stating the effect of the proped
upon the budget estimates of the United Nations. R

Rule 143

Information on the cost of resolutions

The Secrctary-General shall keep all committees informed of the detaild
estimated cost of all resolutions which have been recommended by the cow
mittces for approval by the General Assembly.

Rule 144
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions :
The General Assembly shall appoint an Advisory Commitiee on
ministrative and Budgetary Questions (hereinafter called the *“Advisy
Committee” ), with a membership_of nine, including at least two finan
experts of recognized standing. o
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B o ovww woo-:Rula 148. . .

- Gomposition of the Advisery Committge - "~
“The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom shall j
nationals of the same Stato, shall be selected on the basis of -broad gy,
_graphical rcpresentation, personal qualifications and experience, and.shy)
serve for three years corresponding to three financial years, as defined in t,
“regulations for the financial administration of the United Nations, Membey
“shall retire by rotation and shall be cligible for rcappointment, The.ty,
financial experts shall.not retire simultancously, The General Asscibly shy)
appoint the members of the Advisory Committee at the regular scssion iy,
-‘mediately preceding the expiration of the tenm of ofli the y
in the case of vacancies, at the next session, N

. Rula 146
Functions of the Advisory Committee

- The. Advisory Committce shall be responsible for expert examinationq
the budget of the United Nations, and shall assist the Administrative ay
Budgetary Committee of the General Assembly. At the commenceinent ¢
cach regular session it shall submit to the General Assembly a detailed repo
“on the budget for the next financial ycar and on the accounts of the ly
financial year. It shall also cxamine on behalf of the General Assembly i
-administrative budgets of specialized agencies and proposals for finandy
and budgetary arrangemicnts with such agencies. It shall perform such othy

~duties as may be assigned to it under the regulations for the financial o
ministration of the United Nations, o 4

' “ “Rule 147

Committee on Gontributions ' - -
The General Assembly shall appoint an cxpert Committee on Con
butions, consisting of ten members. o

“Rulo 148

Gomposition of the Gommittee on Contributions .

The members of the Committce on Contributions, no two of w
shall be nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of by
-geographical representation, personal qualifications and experience,
shall serve for a period of three years corresponding to three financial ye
‘as defined in the regulations for the financial administration of the Uni
Nations. Members shall retire by rotation and shall be eligible for reappois
ment. The General Assembly shall appoint the members of the Commit
on Contributions at the regular session immediately preceding the expiral
of the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancics, at they

session,
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~Rule 149

Kuuctions of the Commiliec on Contributions S :
"= The Committce on Clontributions. shall advise the General Asseygy,
concerning the apportionment, under Article 17, paragraph 2, of the Ghayg
of the expenses of the Organization. among Members, broacdly ncc.urdingu; ‘
capacity to pay. 'Lhe scalc-of asscgsinents when once fixed by "'hc'Gc“W
‘Assembly shall-not be subject to a gencral revision for at least three'yey
“unless it is clear that there have been substantial changes in relative capagiys§
to pay, The Committee shall also advise the General Asscmbl;{ on the g
ments to he.fixed for new Members, on appeals by Menbers for a changey
asscssments, and on the action,to he taken.with regard to the.application ¢
Article 19 of the Gharter, .0 . RS A A

KVI, SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF 'LTIK QENERAL ASSEMBLY

R R

Greation and vules of procedura BRI
" T'he General Assembly may establish such subsidiary organs as it dee
neccessary for the performance of its functions, The rules relating to the py
cedure of committces of the General Assembly, as well as rules 38 and 55,6l
“apply to the procedurc of any subsidiary organ, unless the General Asseoly
or the subsidiary organ decides otherwise, T

- XVIL INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS e

Rule 151

Notas in italics
The description of the rules in the table of contents and the notasi
italics to these rules shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules,

: ‘Rule 152
Method of amendment

"T'hese rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the Geng
Assembly taken by a majority of the Membars present and voting, alt
committee has reported on the proposed amendimnent. T

* Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Charter.
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Supplemantary Rulo of Pracedure on the Calling of Internationul Confaray,§]
. . . .. by the Economic and Soclal Counell . . .~ E

1

Pending the adoption under parageaph 4 of Auticle 62 of the Chate
definite rules for the calling of international confercnces, the Liconomig ik
Social Council may, after due consultation with Members of the Usly
Nations, call interiational conferences in conformity with the spirit of Awjy &
.62 on any matter within the competence of the Council, including the foll 8
ing matters: intornational trade and employment; the equitable adjusty
“of prices on the internati ket; and health, -
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