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REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF A SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM
IN THE AGENDA OF THE FIFTY-FIRST SESSION

ELIMINATION OF COERCIVE ECONOMIC MEASURES AS A
MEANS OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC COMPULSION

Letter dated 15 August 1996 from the Permanent Representative
of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to the United Nations addressed

to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a letter dated 15 August 1996
addressed to you by Mr. Omar Mustafa Muntasser, Secretary of the General
People’s Committee for Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation of the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, requesting the inclusion of a supplementary item in the
agenda of the fifty-first session of the United Nations General Assembly
(see annex).

(Signed ) Mohamed A. AZWAI
Permanent Representative
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ANNEX

Letter dated 15 August 1996 from the Secretary of the General
People’s Committee for Foreign Liaison and International
Cooperation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya addressed to the

Secretary-General

In accordance with rule 14 of the rules of procedure of the General
Assembly, I have the honour to request that a supplementary item, entitled
"Elimination of coercive economic measures as a means of political and economic
compulsion", be included in the agenda of the fifty-first session of the United
Nations General Assembly for consideration in plenary session. I enclose
herewith an explanatory memorandum relating to this request (see appendix).

(Signed ) Omar Mustafa MUNTASSER
Secretary of the General People’s
Committee for Foreign Liaison and

International Cooperation
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APPENDIX

Explanatory memorandum relating to the request for the inclusion
of a supplementary item, entitled "Elimination of coercive
economic measures as a means of political and economic compulsion ",
in the agenda of the fifty-first session of the General Assembly

The General Assembly has frequently expressed its disapproval of the fact
that developed countries are continuing to apply economic measures for the
purpose of exercising coercion with respect to the sovereign decisions taken by
developing countries. The General Assembly has affirmed this position on the
grounds that such measures are inconsistent with the purposes of the Charter of
the United Nations and, in particular, with the provisions of Article 1,
paragraph 3, which speaks of achieving international cooperation in solving
international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian
character, and of Article 2, paragraph 4, which states that all Members shall
refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political independence of any State or in any other
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations.

The General Assembly has opposed the use of coercive measures because of
their harmful impact on the economies of developing countries. Article 32 of
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, adopted by the General
Assembly in its resolution 3281 (XXIX), stipulates that no State may use or
encourage the use of economic, political or any other type of measures to coerce
another State in order to obtain from it the subordination of the exercise of
its sovereign rights.

Also, in its resolution 2131 (XX), containing the Declaration on the
Inadmissibility of Intervention in the Domestic Affairs of States and the
Protection of Their Independence and Sovereignty, and in the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, annexed to
its resolution 2625 (XXV), the General Assembly affirms that no State may use or
encourage the use of economic, political or any other type of measures to coerce
another State in order to obtain from it the subordination of the exercise of
its sovereign rights.

By its resolutions 44/215, 46/210, 48/168 and 50/96, the General Assembly
urges the international community to adopt urgent and effective measures to
eliminate the use by some developed countries of unilateral coercive economic
measures against developing countries as a means of forcibly imposing the will
of one State on another.

The Platform for Action adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Women
calls upon Governments and international and regional organizations to refrain
from taking any unilateral measures that are not consistent with international
law and the Charter of the United Nations and hinder the full achievement of the
economic and social development of the inhabitants of disadvantaged countries,
impede their welfare and create obstacles to their full enjoyment of human
rights, including the right of all individuals to enjoy a standard of living
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appropriate to their health and well-being and their right to food, medical care
and necessary social services.

In its resolutions 47/19, 48/16, 49/9 and 50/10, the General Assembly
expresses its concern about the continued promulgation and application by Member
States of laws and regulations whose extraterritorial effects affect the
sovereignty of other States and the legitimate interests of entities or persons
under their jurisdiction, as well as the freedom of trade and navigation. It
reiterates its call to all States to refrain from promulgating and applying laws
and measures of this kind, and it once again urges States that have and continue
to apply such laws and measures to take the necessary steps to repeal or
invalidate them as soon as possible in accordance with their legal regime.

Although the General Assembly has reiterated its demands that developed
countries should refrain from imposing trade restrictions, embargoes, bans and
other measures, they have continued to apply such measures to a number of
developing countries. These measures assumed a new dimension when, on
8 August 1996, the President of the United States signed an Act imposing
sanctions on foreign companies investing in oil in certain countries, including
Libya.

The enactment by the United States of America of this law is not only a
breach of international law that violates the principle of the territorial and
personal character of laws, but is an attempt to exercise world hegemony,
inasmuch as the United States Government is endeavouring to apply its own laws
to citizens and entities in independent sovereign States.

The measure taken by the United States further shows disdain for the
resolutions of the United Nations, which forbid the use by any State of
economic, political or any other type of measures to coerce another State in
order to obtain from it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign
rights. It also shows the contempt of the United States for the desires of the
great majority of States, which have urged it not to enact laws that purport to
operate outside its national jurisdiction and to impose sanctions on third-
country companies on the grounds that such measures violate numerous resolutions
adopted by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the rules
of the World Trade Organization calling for free trade among the countries of
the world and for the freedom of States to engage in trade with other States to
be free of restrictions.

The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya is of the view that, when a State Member of the
United Nations disregards international covenants and resolutions and applies
its national laws outside its territorial boundaries, and thereby endeavours to
destroy one of the pillars of the international legal order, namely the
principle of State sovereignty, then the General Assembly as the organ of the
United Nations that embraces all Member States, must consider the matter and
adopt the necessary measures to eliminate coercive measures that are
incompatible with all international custom and international covenants and that
impede the development of those friendly relations that all States strive to
achieve.
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