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I enclose herewlth the statement of the Govermment of the USSR, dated
13 December 1961, regarding the question of the cessation of nuelear weapous
tests. '
I request that you will take steps to circulate thils statement of the Soviet
Government as an offlciel document of thé United Nations‘General‘Assembly.
(Signed) V. ZORIN

Permanent Representative of the
USSR to the United Nastions
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13 Lecember 1961
STATEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE USSR

Tesirous of contributing in every possible way to the swiftest solution of the
problem of general and complefe disarmament, so as to rid the world of armements and
wars forall time, the Soviet Government put forward new proposals In connexion with
the resumption of the Geneva negotiations on 28 Wovember 1061, These proposaéls were
simple and clear; they provided for the conclusion, forthwith, of a treaty on the
probibition of nuclear weapons tests in the atmosphere, under water or in outer
space, with the exercise of mubtual conbtrol through national means of nuclear blast
detection., It was proposed by the Soviet Governmment, in relation to underground
tests of nuclear weepons, that & moratorium on such tests be esteblished pending an
agreement on a system for controlling underground blasts, as part of an international
system for controlling the implementation of the programme of general and complete
disarmament. By putting forward these proposals, the Soviet Union demonstrated its
willingness to abandon the testing of nuclear weapons, despite the Tact that it had
carried out a considerably smaller number of experimental explosions of such
weapons'than had the Western Powers - the United States of America, Britain and
France.,

The new Soviet proposéls created every possibllity for a speedy agreement on
the prohibltion of nuclear weapons tests., That was the way in which the Soviet
proposals were regarded by those circles and Governments that display a genuine
concern For the well-being of peoples and are striving for the speediest settlement
of the dissrmement problem.

Tt can only be regretted thet the Soviet proposals did not meet with £he
approval of the Governments of those Powers on which the task of stopping all
testing of nuclear weapons depends - the United States, Britain and France. The
Western Powers, instead of seeking agreement on the basis put forward by the Soviet
Union, attempted once more to shunt the negotiations onto the old track which had
already led to an impesse.

The Western Powers had much to say in the General Assembly about their ardent
desire to rid the peoples .of experimental nuclear explosions. waever, are those

statements confirmed by deeds? No. The facts speak to the contrary.
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In connexion with the resumption of the Geneva negotiations, the State
Tepartment of the United States issued a declaration showing directly that the
United Stetes intended to carry on with nuclear weapons testing, The United
Kingdom Government voiced a similar opinion, stéting that it "cannot bind itself by
commitments not to hold or not to support the holding of further nuclear tests"”,
The French Government, which by its actlions had contributed fo the fallure of the
previous attempts to reach agreement on the cessation of nuclear tests, Llikewlse
did not express ite willingnéss to assume the obligation of discontinuing tests of
nuclear weapons, '

Moreover, the United States is already holding underground nuclear tests and
making extensive preparations for other types of nucleat tegting. Cn 3 Eecember,
after the negotiations hed been resumed at Geneva, the United States set off an
underground nuclear explosion &t the Nevada fest gite, The Unlted States
Government anncounced ancther nuclear-ekplosion for 10 December at the New Mexiceo
test site, before it took place, On 2 November th2 United States Government issued
orders for preparations to be made for tests of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere.
It is also known that plans are being worked out for the use of testing grounds in
the United States Trust Territories in the Pacific for nuclear weapons. tests,

| When it came forward with the new proposaels creating the opportunity for an
early agreement on the cessation of nuclear weapons tests of all kinds, the Soviet
Government issued a werning that, if any of the Western Powers held nuclear tests,
the Soviet Union, by force of clrcumstances, would be faced by the need to draw
for itself the necessary concluslons, Tt répeatedlthe warnings which it had given
in the statement of b4 December, emphasizing in particular that if the Western Powers
continued o engage in tests of nuclear weapons, including underground tests, the
Soviet Union would be forced to conduct, in order to ensure its security, such
nuclear weapons tests as 1t deemed necessary for the strengthening of 1ts defensive
capacity.

The Soviet Government genuinely hoped that the leading circies of the Western
Powérs would evaluate the situation rightly and realize the need to show, for their
part, geodwill end the desire to conclude an agreement with the Soviet Unlon.

The facte, however, indicate that the Western Powers are still not ready to take

the path of enaing the testing of nuclear weapons.

/...



TA/503h
English
Page b

Concerned as it is to strengthen the defensive capacity of its homeland, and
to ensure the security of the Sovie®t people as well as of other peaceful peoples,
the Soviet Government will be forced to take the decision to hold nuclear weapons
tests in the Soviet Union, in order to maintain the country's defensive capacity
permanently at its proper level. At the same $ime the Soviet Government will
cdntinue, es before, to make every effort to achieve agreement on the cessation of

nuclear weapons tests of every kind,
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