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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. The present report has been prepared in response to a request by the

General Assenbly for the Secretary-General to report to it at its fiftieth
session on the inplenentation of resolutions 48/ 131 of 20 Decenber 1983 and
49/ 190 of 23 Decenber 1994, particularly on the status of requests from Menber
States for electoral assistance and verification and on his efforts to enhance
the Organi zation's support of the denocratization process in Menber States.

2. The information provided in the present report addresses three primary

i ssues: (a) the inplenentation of General Assenbly resolutions 48/131 and

49/ 190; (b) a brief discussion of United Nations experience in electoral

assi stance over the past year; and (c) reflections on future activities. More
specific details on the status of requests and a country-by-country overvi ew of
el ectoral assistance activities during the past year are provided in the annex
to the report.

3. Several new trends in requests for electoral assistance are becom ng
apparent. Fewer |arge-scale verification mssions, such as the Ni caraguan
elections in 1989, will be required. |In contrast, demand is increasing for

smal | er and nore econom cal forns of electoral assistance, such as technica
assi stance and the provision of coordination and support for internationa
observers. The focus of international efforts is shifting fromshort-term
preoccupation with the events of a particular election day to nore |onger-term
consi derations related to the devel opnent and strengthening of el ectora
institutions and processes. In this context, additional efforts are being nmade
to enhance cooperation with other international, governnmental and

non- governmental organi zations in order to facilitate nmore conprehensive and
need-specific responses to requests for el ectoral assistance.

4. The provision of electoral assistance is undertaken only on the basis of a
formal request fromthe CGovernnent concerned. |In response, the Electora

Assi stance Division in the Departnent of Political Affairs advises the foca
point as to the nost appropriate action to be taken. Al requests are given
serious consideration; however, in sonme cases the Division nay recomend agai nst
a United Nations role, particularly if its contribution is considered primarily
synbolic, the lead time too short or the electoral context inappropriate. As
stated in previous reports, electoral assistance should ultimately be a limted
service provided by the United Nations in cases where national capacity requires
external short-termsupport. The purpose of electoral assistance is to assist
Governnents in achieving their own full capacity as soon as possible.
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I1. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESCLUTI ONS 48/ 131
AND 49/ 190
A. Consolidation of electoral assistance capacities
and coordination of activities
5. In July 1995, managerial responsibility for the El ectoral Assistance

Division was returned fromthe Departnent of Peace-keeping Qperations to the
Department of Political Affairs. This decision was taken in view of the
expected fall in the nunber of |arge-scale peace-keeping mssions with an

el ectoral conponent. During the past year, Haiti has been the only such case.
Based on recent experience, the activities of the Division will focus

i ncreasingly on a high volume of snmaller electoral assistance m ssions unrel ated
to peace- keepi ng.

6. As a consequence, the Secretary-Ceneral appointed M. Marrack Goul di ng,
Under - Secretary-General for Political Affairs, to serve as the new focal point
for United Nations electoral assistance activities. Al requests for electora
assi stance should now be forwarded to M. CGoulding. As in the past, the foca
point will recomend to the Secretary-General, with the technical support of the
El ectoral Assistance Division, the nost appropriate United Nations response to
requests for electoral assistance.

7. Cooperation on el ectoral assistance activities by various units within the
United Nations system has continued to be effective. Primary partners include
t he Departnent for Devel opnent Support and Managenment Services and the United
Nati ons Devel opnment Progranmme (UNDP), particularly its Managenent Devel opnent
and Governance Division. UNDP resident coordinators and representatives
frequently provide critical background and support to el ectoral assistance
efforts and are instrunental in arranging the necessary financing for such
projects. United Nations Volunteers have denonstrated their dedication and
prof essional excellence in a variety of missions; they will be a valuable
resource for the staffing of future electoral assistance m ssions. The United
Nations Centre for Human Ri ghts continues to provide essential advisory services
inits field of expertise.

8. In the report of Novenber 1994 (A/49/675 and Corr. 1), several plans for the
systematic retrieval and utilization of the experience of past m ssions were

di scussed. Sone of those proposals, particularly the nmaintenance of close
contact with field m ssions, have been inplenmented. Qhers, particularly the
preparation of mssion guidelines and techni cal handbooks, have been del ayed,
largely due to the priority which nust necessarily be given to requests for

assi stance from Menber States. Because the timng of such requests is difficult
to predict, the workload of the D vision nust be adjusted constantly as new
requests for assistance are received. The preparation of guidelines and
handbooks, and the proposed organi zati on of workshops for electoral consultants,
are secondary priorities, to be undertaken in periods when the demand for
priority outputs is low. |In 1995 an increased workload, together with the
secondnment of two officers of the Electoral Assistance Division to Haiti and
other field mssions, left little time available for such | ong-term projects.

It is hoped that this situation will be renedied in 1996.
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B. Coordination with other organizations
9. Coordination of United Nations el ectoral assistance activities with those

of other organi zati ons has continued to be effective and beneficial to both the
recei ving Governnments and the organi zati ons provi ding assistance. Over the past
year, particular progress was made in strengthening cooperative arrangenents

wi th regional organizations. Two recent experiences, with the Organization of
American States (QAS) in Haiti and with the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Armenia, have denonstrated the positive results
of such cooperation for the requesting Governnent, the assisting organizations
and the relevant donors. It is hoped that such cooperation will be further
devel oped with these and other organi zations in future m ssions.

10. In Haiti, over the past year, the United Nations and QAS have shared in the
provi sion of electoral assistance by dividing between themthe responsibilities
for assisting the conduct of the electoral process and for internationa
observation, respectively. At the request of the Governnent of Haiti, the
United Nations provided an el ectoral assistance teamto assist the Haitian

Provi sional Electoral Council in establishing the necessary infrastructure for
the conduct of parlianentary and | ocal elections. The International Gvilian
Mssion in Haiti (MCVIH), a joint operation of the United Nations and QOAS
nonitored inportant human rights aspects of the el ectoral canpaign, such as
freedons of speech and association. QAS took responsibility for organizing and
depl oyi ng international observers for the elections, recruiting observers
primarily fromanong OAS staff. However, M CIVIH provided suppl enent al
observers for the OAS observation of the June parliamentary and | ocal el ections
and for the conplenentary elections held in August. This division of |abour was
econom cal and practical in allow ng each organi zation to focus on pl anning and
i mpl ementing one specific area of mission responsibility. Mre detailed
information on the mssionis provided in the report of the Secretary-General on
the United Nations Mssion in Haiti (UNMH) (S/1995/305).

11. The recent elections in Arnenia provided an opportunity for the United
Nations and OSCE to share, for the first time, in establishing a joint
secretariat to provide coordination and support for international observers.

The secretariat was established early in May; the first observers arrived in
June. Representatives of the two organi zati ons cooperated on all aspects of the
m ssion, including the depl oyment of observers and the coordination of technica
assistance for the electoral commssion. Interimand final statenents on the

el ectoral process were also prepared jointly.

12. Based on the success of the United Nations/OSCE mssion in Arnenia, a
simlar mssion is now being organized at the request of the Governnent of
Azerbaijan in order to provide coordination and support for internationa
observers arriving for the national elections in Novenber. This formof United
Nations el ectoral assistance, first utilized in Ethiopia in 1992, has proved

hi ghly effective and economical. Since 1992, it has been used with good results
for elections in such countries as Lesotho, Malawi, N ger and, currently, the
United Republic of Tanzania. This approach to electoral assistance is clearly
becom ng the met hod of choi ce.
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13. From 28 to 30 April 1995, a charter-drafting committee neeting was held in
Capetown, South Africa, in order to prepare for the inauguration of the African
Associ ation of Election Adm nistrators. The founding of this Associati on was
one of the results of the Novenber 1994 Col | oqui um on African El ection

Adm nistration (A/49/675, annex |l). The Capetown neeting provi ded an
opportunity for participants to review and adopt a charter for the Association
and to develop a plan and programe of action to advance the denocrati zation
process in Africa.

14. The Secretary-General wel conmed the founding, in February 1995, of the
International Institute for Denbcracy and El ectoral Assistance (IDEA), an

i ntergovernnental organization based in Stockholm The four basic fields of the
Institute are: (a) the creation of a databank and provision of information
services; (b) research; (c) the establishment and pronotion of guidelines; and
(d) the provision of capacity-building and advisory services. |DEA promses to
be a val uabl e new international partner in the study and provision of electora
assi stance and denocrati zation

15. The El ectoral Assistance Division, together with | DEA sponsored a round
table on international observation of elections in Stockholmfrom110 to

12 Cctober 1995. The round table provided an opportunity for a snall group of
seni or election experts: (a) to exam ne recent el ectoral observation
experiences and assess the actual value of an international observer presence
for elections; (b) to encourage discussion of critical issues and pronote

di scussi on of possible standards and guidelines for election observation; and
(c) to explore the possibilities for greater coordinati on anong observer

del egati ons and sponsoring organi zations. A report on the proceedi ngs of the
round table is currently in preparation

C. Ongoing activities

16. In accordance with resolution 46/137 of 17 Decenber 1991, the El ectora
Assi stance Division continues to maintain and expand its roster of electora
experts. Approximately 250 curricula vitae are received each year for possible
addition to the roster. The roster now i ncludes experts froma w de variety of
el ectoral fields, as indicated in |l ast year's report (A 49/675, annex I1).
Efforts are currently under way to conputerize the roster for nore efficient

mai nt enance and retrieval of nanes.

17. As of 23 Cctober 1995, the United Nations Trust Fund for Electora
observation held a total balance of US$ 1,479,509. This balance reflects
contributions fromsuch countries as Austria, Canada, Denmark, |celand, Ireland,
Luxenbourg, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, since the creation of the
Fund in 1992.

18. The Electoral Assistance Division is currently planning the preparation of
a series of technical papers on specific issues such as el ection budget
preparation, alternative electoral systens, voter identification card

devel opnent, ballot-counting procedures and delinmtation of constituency and
pol ling district boundaries. Each paper will be reviewed by two or three
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experts in the field concerned. The purpose of the papers is to provide
authoritative informati on and easy reference for national election officials,

t hereby assisting themin the conduct of their work and decreasing the need for
external consultancies.

19. The Electoral Assistance Division is also initiating the preparation of a
series of manuals on the planning and i npl enentation of particular types of

el ectoral assistance. The first manual to be produced will relate to the

provi sion of coordination and support for international observers. Standardized
checklists and other observation materials will also be prepared on the basis of
simlar materials used in past m ssions.

20. In addition to these technical publications, the El ectoral Assistance

Di vision, together with the Departnent of Public Information, is currently
preparing a volune in the Blue Books Series on United Nations electora

assi stance, which will be published early in 1996. The Division continues to
publish, on a regular basis, a nonthly bulletin entitled El ectoral Assistance
Activities of the United Nations System The bulletin provides the basis for a
six-month report and the nore conprehensi ve annual report on the electora
assistance activities of the United Nations system

[11. UN TED NATI ONS EXPERI ENCE

A. Mjor United Nations m ssions

21. The only major electoral mission of the past year was undertaken in Haiti
as part of the larger United Nations Mssion in Haiti (UNMH. As reported
earlier, based on an agreenment between the United Nations and QAS, the United
Nat i ons was responsible for the provision of technical and advisory services to
the Provisional Electoral Council. OAS took responsibility for organizing the
i nternational observation of elections. |In fulfilling its mandate, the United
Nati ons established a 17-person el ectoral assistance teamwi thin the UNMH
framework in order to assist the Conm ssion in preparing and conducting the
parliamentary and | ocal governnent el ections held on 25 June 1995 and the

conpl enentary el ections held on 13 August 1995. Additional rounds of elections
t ook place on 17 Septenber and 8 Cctober 1995. The team assisted with such
activities as voter registration, the resolution of technical issues, for
exanpl e bal l oti ng procedure and procurenent, and election material |ogistics.

It also contributed significantly to the coordination of financial and

| ogi stical arrangenents related to elections, as well as of the support provided
by the mlitary and police conponents, which was essential for the successfu
conduct of the m ssion.

22. It is anticipated that the teamw Il remain in Haiti in order to assist
with the presidential elections scheduled for 17 Decenber 1995 and a possi bl e
second round early in 1996. Additional details regarding the mssion are
contained in the report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations M ssion
in Haiti (S/1995/305).
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B. Support for international observers

23. Between 16 Cctober 1994 and 17 Cctober 1995, the El ectoral Assistance

Di vi sion organi zed an international observation mssion, with OSCE, for the

el ections held in Arnenia on 5 and 19 July 1995. This mission is described in
par agraph 11 above. Sone 90 observers were provided by 18 CGovernnents, and by
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organi zati ons, and depl oyed t hr oughout
the country. Followi ng a common debriefing session, the observers issued a
statenment on the canpai gn, the conduct of the elections and the vote count.

C. Technical assistance and advi sory services

24. In the year since 17 Cctober 1994, the United Nations system has provi ded
techni cal assistance or advisory services to 19 Menber States. In sonme cases
several types of assistance were provided; in other cases, assistance was
provided as a single discrete project. Such assistance continues to be that
nost frequently requested and is often conbined with other fornms of assistance,
such as the coordination of international observers. Technical assistance is
generally highly cost-effective and oriented towards increasing nationa
capacity in the particular field.

25. Anong the types of technical assistance and advi sory services provided over
t he past year were advice on electoral systens and nethods of power-sharing,
assistance with conputerization, election |ogistics and procurenent, preparation
of a census and identity cards, review and amendnent of electoral |aws and
training of electoral officials and national observers. Technical and advisory
services are provided by the El ectoral Assistance Division, the Department for
Devel opnent Support and Managenent Services, UNDP and the Centre for Human

Ri ghts, depending on the expertise required. UNDP has al so been particularly
instrumental in facilitating funding for such projects.

I'V. REFLECTI ONS FOR FUTURE ACTI VI TY

26. As noted in the introduction to the present report, recent experience has
i ndicated that the need for large-scale electoral assistance mssions is
declining. This change may reflect a nore general evolution of the context in
whi ch el ectoral assistance is provided. The report entitled "Support by the
United Nations systemof the efforts of Governnments to pronote and consolidate
new or restored denocracies" (A/50/332) reflects nore generally on this issue.
In the late 1980s and early 1990s, many CGovernnents faced the conduct of

mul ti-party elections for the first tinme. Such elections often led to mgjor
changes in political processes, structures and participants. As of 1995,
however, many CGovernnents have had at |east one experience of conducting such
el ections. Their assistance needs, if any, are now nore limted and nore
readily defined than in the past. The result is a growi ng need for specific
types of expert assistance, ained at supporting and strengthening the existing
capability of a requesting Governnment. A proliferation of requests for this
type of assistance signals the beginning of a new, "second-generation" phase in
the provision of electoral assistance.
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27. As the demand for el ectoral assistance shifts away from|l arge-scal e
verification mssions to smaller and nore econom cal assistance projects, the
enphasi s on capacity-buil ding has becone nore pronounced. |In this context,
consi deration is being given to the provision of nore "client-oriented" forms of
assi stance. One such form of assistance would be the use of teans of highly
qualified and wel | -known experts in order to review and provide an objective
assessnent of existing electoral systems and procedures. The assessnent could
be provided at early stages in the process and focus on the electoral |aw and
regi stration procedures. A second option would be to send a snmall group of
seni or experts during the | ast phase of an electoral process in order to review,
observe and assess the |ogistic arrangenents and procedures for polling and
counting. Although the experts mght help to build confidence in the electora
systens, the main focus of such assessnents would be to provi de Governnments and
el ectoral commi ssions with advice on the streamining, inprovenment and

strengt hening of their existing electoral institutions and procedures. |
believe this approach woul d be especially useful for the forthcom ng "second
generation" of pluralistic elections.

28. As mentioned in last year's report (A/49/675 and Corr. 1), the Electora

Assi stance Division is an inportant source of information regarding past m ssion
experience, current practice and technical advice. |In order to provide ready
reference for those engaged in planning an el ection or organizing future

el ectoral assistance mssions, the preparation of a variety of technical papers
and manual s has been planned. However, such publications are necessarily of
secondary inportance if governnent requests for assistance are received or if a
| arge-scal e m ssion nust be organi zed. For the present, no new mgj or m ssions
have been mandated for the next year; this hiatus may afford the opportunity to
nmake significant progress in preparing the planned docunents.

29. The United Nations will continue to make every effort to provide the

el ectoral assistance that is npst appropriate to the needs expressed by Menber
States. Although there are now several useful approaches that can be conbi ned
and adapted to suit particular needs, it is hoped that el ectoral assistance wll
shift increasingly to smaller, nmore supportive and capacity-buil ding projects.
The Secretary-General is also conmitted to enhanci ng cooperation with other

i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations active in this field. By
maintaining flexibility with regard to approach and by coordinating with other
organi zations, it will be possible to respond effectively and efficiently to the
new dermands antici pated for the future.
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ANNEX

Status of Menber States' requests as of 17 October 1995

Based on information received as of 23 Cctober 1995, the el ectora
assi stance activities of the United Nations between 18 Cctober 1994 and

17 Cctober

ALCERI A

ARMENI A

AZERBAI JAN

1995 are provi ded bel ow according to country.

Request: On 6 August 1995, the CGovernnent of Al geria requested
the Secretary-General to send United Nati ons observers to foll ow
the presidential elections scheduled for Novenber 1995.

Action taken: In Septenmber 1995, the Director of the El ectora
Assi stance Division and an officer fromthe Ofice of the United
Nati ons Security Coordi nator conducted a needs assessnent

m ssion. The menbers of the team subsequently subnmitted their
reports. The United Nations plans to send six observers in
Novermber 1995 to follow the final stage of the el ectoral process
and to report to the United Nations on its conduct and outcone.

Request: On 13 January 1995, the Secretary-Ceneral received a
letter fromthe Government of Armenia requesting United Nations
assistance in coordinating international observers and supporting
nati onal observers for the upcom ng el ections.

Action taken: In late February 1995, an officer fromthe

El ectoral Assistance Division was sent to the country to assess
the overall political situation and the possibilities for United
Nati ons support. The officer returned in April 1995 to establish
a Joint Qperation Unit with a representative of OSCE. The
purpose of the joint operation was to coordi nate and support
activities of the international observers. On election day,

5 July 1995, the joint operation depl oyed over 90 observers

t hroughout the country to observe the conduct of the elections,
and the United Nations and OSCE subsequently presented a joint
report. The second round of elections took place on

19 July 1995, and on 2 August the OSCE/ United Nations Joint
Qperation for the Election Mnitoring in Arnenia issued a fina
press release. A conprehensive report was prepared thereafter.

Request: In June 1995, the Governnent requested the United
Nations to send a needs assessnent nmission in connection with the
el ection schedul ed for 12 Novenber 1995.

Action taken: In md-June 1995, an officer fromthe El ectora
Assi stance Division and a representative of OSCE visited the
country to conduct a needs assessnent mission. |In late

Sept ember 1995, a United Nations consultant was sent to establish
an OSCE/ United Nations Joint Cobserver Mssion, and a second
consul tant joined the teamin Cctober 1995.
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BANGLADESH

BENI N

BRAZ| L

Request: In February 1995, the Resident Representative of UNDP
i n Bangl adesh informed the focal point for electoral assistance
that the Government had requested the fielding of a needs
assessment mssion on electoral assistance for the next genera
el ecti ons.

Action taken: In March 1995, the Director of the El ectora
Assi stance Division visited the country and prepared a report
with recomendati ons on future assistance.

Request: On 6 March 1995, the Governnent of Benin, through UNDP
sent a request for United Nations assistance to coordinate the

i nternational observers invited for the |legislative elections
schedul ed for 28 March 1995.

Action taken: Owning to the lack of lead time, the United Nations
Secretariat could not provide assistance. However, a

coordi nation conmttee conposed of the UNDP office in Benin, the
Agency for Cultural and Techni cal Cooperation (ACCT), the Study
and Research G oup on Denocracy, Econom c and Soci al Devel opnent
in Africa (CERDDES-Africa), and the National Denocratic Institute
for International Affairs (NDI), was established to coordinate
the activities of international observers nonitoring the

el ecti ons.

Request: I n Novenmber 1993, the Supreme El ectoral Court requested
techni cal assistance for the conmputerization of the electora
systemin Brazil (see A/49/675, annex 1).

Action taken: A UNDP technical assistance project (BRA/ 93/035)
was established. Under the provisions of that project, in

Sept ember 1995 the Resident Representative in the country
requested a m ssion conposed of two to four experts to travel to
Brazil for one to two weeks in order to advise the electora
authorities on the purchase of an electronic voting system

Request: On 3 January 1995, the Governnent sent a request to the
Secretary-General for assistance in the electoral process taking
pl ace i n Chad.

Action taken: Under the provisions of an existing UNDP project
(CHD/ 94/ 501), a consultant conducted a needs assessnment m ssion
in March 1995 and prepared a report. A separate UNDP technica
assi stance project (CHD/ 95/004), to be inplenmented by the United
Nations O fice for Project Services, was signed in

Sept enber 1995. Through the project, the United Nations wll
provi de technical, material and financial assistance to the

el ectoral process in Chad.

Request: In March 1995, UNDP informed the El ectoral Assistance
Division that the Government of Congo had requested the
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participation of international observers for the |ast phase of
the legislative elections scheduled for 9 April 1995.

Action taken: The United Nations informed the Governnent that,
owing to the lack of lead tine, it would not be possible to
organi ze an effective observation m ssion

Request: In April 1995, the Governnent of Cbdte d'lvoire
requested the Secretary-General to provide observers for the
el ections scheduled for the |ast quarter of 1995.

Action taken: In June 1995, an officer fromthe Departnent for
Devel opnent Support and Managenent Services and a consul t ant
conducted a needs assessnment mission to evaluate the situation in
the country and the possibilities for United Nations invol venent.
Subsequently, under the provisions of a UNDP proj ect

(1'VC/ 95/001), inplemented by the Departnent, an electora
consultant travelled to the country early in Septenber to neet

wi th the donor community. The consultant returned to the country
at the end of Septenber to coordinate the international observers
for the presidential elections to be held on 22 Cctober 1995.
However, owing to the opposition parties' wthdrawal fromthe

el ectoral process, many countries decided not to send observers.
The United Nations consultant will remain in the country

t hroughout the process, in order to submt a report to the United
Nati ons on the conduct and outcone of the el ections.

Request: Early in 1995, the Suprene El ectoral Tribunal requested
United Nations involvenent in the discussion of reforns to the

el ectoral system and the introduction of a nationa

identification docunent.

Action taken: In February 1995, under the provisions of a UNDP
project (ELS/93/L04), a mission led by the Director of the

El ectoral Assistance Division and conposed of an officer fromthe
Depart ment of Peace-keeping Operations and three internationa
experts visited the country. A two-day forumon the

i npl enentati on of the reconmrended reforns i medi ately foll owed
the mssion. An electoral expert from N caragua and three
specialists from Mexico joined the forumto share their
experiences with el ectoral reform

Request: In connection with an existing UNDP technica

assi stance project (EQEF 93/002) inplenmented by the Departnent for
Devel opnent Support and Managenent Services, the Governnent
requested assistance in connection with the census exercise
taking place in the country. In August 1995, the CGovernnent
further requested the United Nations to send two observers for

t he muni ci pal el ections scheduled for 17 Septenber 1995.

Action taken: In February 1995, a census expert was sent to the
country. O her assistance included financial support for the
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ETH OPI A

Fl Jl

GABON

GAMBI A

recruitnment, training and transport of census agents, as well as
for the printing of identity cards. Regarding the request for
United Nations observers, an el ectoral expert joined the census
expert, who, together with other international observers,
nonitored the polling exercise. A report has been submtted.

Request: Wth the CGovernnment's agreenent, the Donor El ection

Unit, which had been established in February 1995 by the

i nternational donor comunity to nonitor the el ectoral process
| eading up to the national and regional elections held on

7 May 1995, requested UNDP to provi de nanagenent and | ogi stica
support to the Unit.

Action taken: UNDP provided support to the Unit in nonitoring
the el ectoral process.

Request: In July 1995, the United Nations received a request
fromthe Chairman of the Fiji Constitution Review Comm ssion for
assistance in identifying experts on electoral systens and

nmet hods of "power-sharing” in multi-ethnic societies, and for
possi bl e financial support.

Action taken: The El ectoral Assistance Division recomended
several experts to the Conm ssion, which subsequently sel ected
five experts, to be funded by the United Nations, to prepare the
papers. The papers are to be submitted to the Comni ssion by
Decenber 1995.

Request: In May 1995, the Resident Representative of UNDP in the
country notified the El ectoral Assistance Division that the
Governent had requested a needs assessnment ni ssion.

Action taken: In July 1995, an officer of the Departnent for
Devel opnent Support and Managenment Services and an el ectoral
expert conducted a mi ssion, and a report was subsequently
presented. Alternative options for further involvenent are under
consi derati on.

Request: In April 1995, the Government of the Ganbia sent a
request to the Secretary-Ceneral for United Nations assistance
with the 1996 el ecti ons.

Action taken: In May 1995, an officer fromthe Department for
Devel opnent Support and Managenment Services and an el ectoral
expert conducted a needs assessnent nission and prepared a

proj ect docunment. |In August 1995, under the provisions of a UNDP
project (GAM 95/005), to be inplenented by the Departnent, the
United Nations sent a consultant to assist the electora
authorities in reviewing the existing electoral law. The United
Nati ons also plans to send two consultants in Cctober 1995 to
provi de technical assistance to the electoral authorities. In
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addition, three United Nations Volunteers will be recruited to
assist in training, logistics and conputerization

Request: In April 1995, the Governnment of Quinea sent a request
to the Secretary-General for observers to the legislative
el ections schedul ed for 11 June 1995.

Action taken: In June 1995, the United Nations sent an officer
fromthe Department of Political Affairs to foll ow the concl usion
of the electoral process and to prepare an internal report.

Request: On 30 Septenber 1994, the Pernmanent Representative of
Haiti to the United Nations sent a letter to the Secretary-
Ceneral requesting technical and operational assistance during
the forthcom ng el ectoral process (see A/ 49/675, annex 1).

Action taken: |In Novenmber 1994, a technical assistance team
headed by a staff nenmber of the El ectoral Assistance Division
was sent to Haiti to assist the electoral authorities in

organi zing the electoral process. UNMH also staffed a snal

el ectoral conponent. In February 1995, a United Nations Trust
Fund for Electoral Assistance to Haiti was established to provide
financial assistance to the electoral process. The first round
of the legislative elections was held on 25 June 1995, but ow ng
to numerous problens, it had to be repeated in sone
constituencies. |n August 1995, a team conposed of the Director
of the Electoral Assistance Division and a senior policy adviser
fromthe United States Agency for International Devel opnent
(USAID) visited Haiti to review the ongoing technical assistance
being provided to the electoral authorities. The partia

| egi slative el ections took place on 13 August 1995, and the
second round on 17 Septenber 1995. Further partial elections

t ook place on 8 Cctober 1995.

Request: In March 1994, the Government requested assistance in
reform ng the electoral systemin order to create greater
operational transparency (see A/ 49/675, annex I).

Action taken: In March 1995, the El ectoral Assistance Division
in cooperation with UNDP, organized a forum on updating the
civilian and el ectoral registers in Honduras. Three electora
consultants fromlLatin Arerica were invited to share their
countries' respective experiences and to conduct conparative
studies. A staff menber fromthe Departnent of Peace-keeping
Qperations represented the Division at the forum

Request: In Decenmber 1994, the CGovernnent sent a request for
United Nations assistance in connection with the elections
schedul ed for February 1995. In COctober 1995, the Gover nment
requested United Nations support to the Election Commi ssion in
connection with the presidential elections to be held on

24 Decenber 1995.
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Action taken: The United Nations assisted with the organization
of regional seminars designed to train sone 6,000 el ectora

of ficials, candidates and nmenbers of the |local conmunity. In
addition, an officer fromthe El ectoral Assistance Division
travelled to the country to observe the parlianentary el ections
held on 5 February 1995 (first round) and 19 February 1995
(second round), and to assess the need for post-election

assi stance. Subsequently, the officer presented a report on the
conduct and outcone of the electoral process.

Request: On 11 February 1992, the CGovernnment requested technica
and financial assistance for the electoral process (see A 48/590,
annex, and A/ 49/675, annex 1).

Action taken: In March 1995, an officer fromthe Departnment for
Devel opnent Support and Managenent Services, the inplenmenting
agency for a UNDP project (LIR 92/001), travelled to the country
to assess the status of the existing technical assistance
project. In the light of the political instability in the
country at that time, the project was held in abeyance. On

19 August 1995, the Liberian parties signed a peace agreenent in
Abuja. In accordance with the agreenent, elections are schedul ed
to take place on 20 August 1996. A United Nations technica

team currently in the country to review the mandate of the
United Nations Cbserver Mssion in Liberia (UNOML), wll prepare
reconmendati ons based on the present situation. The electora

t echni cal assistance project will also be reviewed.

Request: Late in May 1994, the CGovernnent requested technical
and financi al assistance to national observers for the elections
schedul ed for 21 August 1994 (see A/ 49/675, annex |I). In
addition, in Septenmber 1995, the electoral authorities requested
the El ectoral Assistance Division to assist themin organizing a
sem nar on "Conditions for fair electoral competition: access to
mass nedi a and canpai gn financi ng”

Action taken: Through a project inplenmented by UNDP/ O fice for
Project Services, the Electoral Assistance Division assisted the
el ectoral authorities in Mexico by providing support to |oca

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons (NG3s). Further support was
requested in connection with elections at the state level. A
mssion travelled to the country in May 1995 in order to finalize
the previous project and to nmeet with the electoral authorities
regarding future activities. The sem nar, which was previously
schedul ed to take place in Mexico City in Novenber 1995, has been
postponed to 1996. The Division is assisting the Mexican

el ectoral authorities in identifying participants for the

sem nar.

Request: Under the terns of the CGeneral Peace Agreenent for
Mozanmbi que of 4 COctober 1992, the United Nations was invited to
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observe the el ections scheduled to take place within a year of
its signing (see A/ 48/590, annex, and A/ 49/675, annex I).

Action taken: The presidential and parlianmentary el ections were
held from27 to 29 Cctober 1994. Over 2,300 internationa

el ectoral observers were depl oyed throughout the country to
observe the polling. Although the counting process took |onger
than initially foreseen, the elections were declared free and
fair by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General. The
el ectoral activities of the United Nations Operation in
Mozanmbi que (ONUMXZ) have been described in detail in the
followi ng reports to the Security Council: S/ 1994/89 and Add.1
and 2, S/1994/511, S/1994/803, S/1994/1002, S/1994/1009,

S/ 1994/ 1196 and S/ 1994/ 1449. In addition, in March 1995, an

of ficer fromthe Departnent for Devel opnent Support and
Managenment Services travelled to the country in order to close
the UNDP technical assistance project for support to the

el ectoral authorities. 1In addition, a teamled by the sanme

of ficer, and conposed of three other electoral experts, was
created to provide assistance to the governnent programe for
denocracy building. The mission's purpose was to identify the
priority needs and types of assistance nost likely to contribute
to the building of denpcratic institutions and processes during
the early post-electoral period in Mzanbi que, and to establish
the framework for the formul ation of a post-election assistance
programe. The mi ssion presented its report to UNDP and donor
representatives in Mputo.

Request: In July 1994, the Governnent requested assistance in
the coordination of international and national observers for the
general el ections schedul ed for Decenber 1994 (see A/ 49/675,
annex ).

Action taken: In Novenber 1994 the United Nations provided a
short-termconsultant to assist the Director of Elections with
arrangenents for international observers, who were provided

mai nly by di plomatic mssions and international organizations
accredited to Nam bia. The first post-independence genera

el ections were held on 7 and 8 Decenber 1994 and were observed by
over 150 international and national observers. The consultant
has submitted a general report on the observation

Request: On 27 Septenber 1995, the Governnent of Nicaragua
addressed a request to the Secretary-CGeneral for United Nations
observers for the electoral process culmnating with the genera
el ections schedul ed for Novenmber 1996.

Action taken: The request is currently under consideration

Request: In Decenmber 1994, the Foreign Mnister of N ger invited
the United Nations to send observers to the parlianmentary
el ecti ons schedul ed for January 1995.
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Action taken: |In |ate Decenber 1994, the United Nations sent a
consultant to the country to advise the electoral authorities and
t he donor community on the el ectoral process.

Request: I n Novenber 1993, the CGovernment requested UNDP to
provi de technical assistance to the El ectoral Tribunal (A 49/675,
annex ).

Action taken: The United Nations continues to provide technica
assi stance, under the provisions of a UNDP project (PAN 93/006).
It is planned that in Novenber 1995 an informatics expert will be
sent to the country to provide further assistance.

Request: In February 1995, the CGovernnent of the Republic of
Mol dova sent a letter, through the United Nations Centre for
Human Ri ghts, requesting observers for the referendum schedul ed
for 5 March 1995.

Action taken: The United Nations Secretariat could not provide
assistance owing to insufficient |lead tine.

Request: In March 1994, the Government requested technical
assi stance in the planning and organi zation of the forthcom ng
el ections (see A/ 49/675, annex 1).

Action taken: In Novenber 1994, a needs assessnment m Ssion
conprising an officer fromthe El ectoral Assistance D vision and
a consultant travelled to the country to consult with the
authorities and identify priority electoral assistance needs. A
m ssion report was prepared, including a budget proposal for
assistance to the electoral process. |In February 1995, under the
provi sions of a UNDP project (SIL/93/011) being inplenented by

t he Departnment for Devel opment Support and Managenment Services, a
United Nations officer travelled to the country to discuss the
nmechani sns for el ectoral assistance and to neet with the donor
comunity. In June 1995, under the same project, an electora
expert was sent to assist the Electoral Commission. A Nationa
Consul tative Conference on the Electoral Process was held in
Freetown from 15 to 17 August 1995. The Conference deci ded that
the presidential and parliamentary el ections should be held

si mul taneously in February 1996, and that international observers
shoul d be invited to nonitor the entire electoral process. The
Conference al so decided that the el ections be based on a
proportional representation system Accordingly, the Chairman of
the InterimNational Electoral Commi ssion requested the United
Nations to advise the Comm ssion on the system The El ectora
Assi stance Division identified an expert, who travelled to Sierra
Leone at the end of Septenber for a period of two weeks. In
addition, a chief technical adviser to the UNDP project will be
sent shortly to assist the electoral authorities in organizing
the entire el ectoral process.
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Request: Wthin the good offices function of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for the former Yugoslavia
provided for in paragraph 12 of Security Council resolution

908 (1994) of 31 March 1994, the President of Parlianment invited
t he Speci al Representative to observe the presidential and
parliamentary el ecti ons schedul ed for Cctober 1994.

Action taken: An officer fromthe Special Representative's
Ofice joined the then Conference on Security and Cooperation in
Europe (CSCE) (subsequently renamed the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)), the Council of Europe and
other international organizations in nonitoring the el ections.

Request: In June 1995, in connection with the presidential and
parliamentary el ections to be schedul ed, the Governnent requested
further United Nations technical assistance to be provided to the
El ectoral Conmi ssion

Action taken: A new UNDP project document is currently being
reviewed. The Electoral Assistance Division is identifying a
chi ef technical adviser and a consultant on civic education to
assi st the El ectoral Comm ssion under the provisions of the
proj ect.

Request: In March 1995, UNDP informed the El ectoral Assistance
Di vision that the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania

i ntended to request the participation of international observers
in the elections schedul ed for Cctober 1995, and requested
assistance in the planning of United Nations involvenent. In
June 1995, the Covernnment sent a request to the United Nations to
send observers and to coordinate the activities of the

i nternational observers

Action taken: |In May 1995, an officer fromthe El ectora

Assi stance Division and a consultant conducted a needs assessnent
m ssion. In August 1995, under the provisions of a UNDP project
(URT/ 95/ 006), inplemented by the Departnent for Devel opnent
Support and Management Services, the United Nations sent one

el ectoral expert to work in close coordination with the Chairman
of the National Elections Conmi ssion and another consultant to
assist in the coordination of the international observers present
during the ongoing electoral process. 1In addition, the
Governnent of Canada provided a consultant to assist the Zanzi bar
El ecti ons Commi ssion. Elections are schedul ed for

22 Cctober 1995 in Zanzi bar and 29 Cctober 1995 in the entire
country.

Request: On 24 Cctober 1994, the Government invited a group of
United Nations observers to nonitor the parlianmentary el ections
schedul ed for 25 Decenber 1994.
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Z1 MBABWE

Action taken: Oaing to the short lead tinme, the Resident
Coordinator in the country was requested to foll ow the el ectoral
process closely and report to the Secretary-Ceneral on its
conduct and out cone.

Request: In May 1995, the Resident Representative of UNDP, at

t he request of the Zi nmbabwe El ectoral Supervisory Conmm ssion,
sought background information on setting up provincial offices to
facilitate the supervision of the electoral process with the
support of the NGO comunity.

Action taken: The Electoral Assistance Division provided a short
note on the issue.




